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PREFACE  TO  THE  NEW  EDITION. 


Some  years  have  elapsed  since  the  appearance  of  the 
first  edition  of  the  Memorials  of  Thomas  Hood*  The 
rapidity  with  which  that  edition  was  exhausted  might 
perhaps  be  urged  as  an  argument  for  the  earlier 
arrangement  of  the  fresh  issue.  It  was  felt,  however, 
that  the  work,  especially  in  that  portion  which  treated 
of  Hood's  earlier  life,  was  incomplete,  and  that  there 
was  a  probability  of  an  accession  of  further  materials 
throwing  a  light  on  that  period. 

The  justice  of  the  conjecture  has  been  proved  by 
the  important  additions  now  made  to  the  information 
about  his  early  career.  And  if  an  excuse  be  needed 
for  the  delay  in  the  production  of  this  issue,  it  will  be 
found  in  the  fact  that  most  interesting  details  have 
been  supplied,  even  while  the  sheets  were  going 
through  the  press. 

The  abridgment  of  this  edition  consists  oil'j  Sn  \Sckft 
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exdofiion  of  passages  which  touched  on  subjects  com- 
znon  to  letters  addressed  to  different  correspondents. 
Some  notesy  of  no  important  bearing,  have  also  been 
omitted.  But  to  balance  these  curtailments  some 
most  characteristie  bits  have  been  added* 

In  order  to  render  the  edition  complete,  views  of 
places  that  are  intimately  connected  with  the  Memoir 
are  given :  and  it  is  believed,  that  there  is  now  little 
or  nothing  to  be  added  to  this  popular  record  of  the  life 
of  a  Poet,  who  is  so  widely  loved  by  English — and 
English-speaking — people,  as  Thomas  Hood. 


PREFACE  TO  FIRST  EDITION. 


In  sabmitting  the  following  memoriaLs  to  the  publio^ 
my  sister  and  myself  would  wish,  at  the  first  outset^  to 
warn  those,  who  think  to  find  in  them  fine  biographical 
writing,  that  the  book  is  not  for  them.  We  have  seen 
too  many  great  men  fail  in  that  art,  and  we  feel  no 
desire  to  emulate  them.  Our  own  part  in  this  work  is 
small,  being  restricted  to  such  explanations  and  ampli- 
fications as  were  necessary  to  connect  the  letters,  to 
which  we  have  added,  here  and  there,  characteristic 
anecdotes,  to  which  reference  is  made  in  them. 

Our  language  we  have  endeavoured  to  render  as 
simple  as  possibla  If,  therefore,  at  any  time,  it  warms 
into  a  higher  strain,  it  is  solely  at  the  promptings  of 
the  heart,  and  not  by  artistic  design.  Indeed,  any 
such  trick  or  premeditation  could  not  have  existed  at 
the  same  time  with  the  feelings  called  up  by  a  task, 
how  solemn,  how  sad,  and  how  unutterably  absorbing, 
none  can  tell,  who  have  not  experienced  a  like  sensation 
of  mingled  pleasure  and  pain ;  for,  although  the  latter 
predominate,  there  is  some  of  the  former  m  \]ki^  "^^ex- 
formanoe  of  such  a  labour  of  love. 
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It  is  owing  chiefly  to  this  fact  that  the  publication 
of  these  volumes  has  been  so  long  delayed.  To  us,  to 
turn  over  the  MSS.  for  these  pages — ^to  consult  the 
letters,  written  in  that  well-known,  clear  hand — was  to 
recall  to  memoiy  such  a  flood  of  recollections  of  dead 
joys,  of  long  past  sorrows,  of  gentle,  loving  deeds  and 
words,  that  we  may  well  claim  to  be  excused  if  we 
were  slow  in  our  progress,  and  lingered  somewhat  over 
pages,  that  were  often  hidden  from  us  by  our  tears. 

Looking  back  now  on  my  own  emotion,  while  reading 
over  these  memorials,  I  can  scarcely  think  how  I  should 
be  so  moved  after  the  lapse  of  fifteen  years,  and  I  can 
fully  realise  how  intensely  painful  must  the  compila- 
tion have  been  to  my  sister,  who,  as  the  elder,  was 
more  intimately  connected  with,  and  has  a  clearer 
memoiy  of  the  events  chronicled,  than  I. 

We  are  well  aware  that  there  ia  considerable  ground 
for  the  popular  objection  to  Biographies,  written  by 
relatives ;  but  we  are  of  opinion,  thut^  in  this  case,  the 
advantages  to  be  gained  by  the  Editorship  of  some 
leading  literary  man  of  the  day,  are  more  than  balanced 
by  the  intimate  knowledge  and  understanding  we  have 
of  all  the  incidents  and  acts  of  our  father's  Ufa 
Although,  as  will  be  seen,  he  numbered  among  his 
friends  many  distinguished  writers^  they  can  none  of 
them  knowy  nor  could  we  impart  to  them  our  percep- 
tions (if  I  may  use  the  term)  of  that  inner  private  life, 
which  gave  a  stamp  to  the  character  his  writings 
claimed  for  him— -that  of  a  benevolent,  loving,  Christian 
gentleman. 

We  are  the  better  enabled  to  prepare  these  memo- 
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rials»  because  we  were  never  separated,  for  any  length 
of  time,  from  our  parents,  neither  of  us  having  been 
sent  to  a  boarding-school,  or  in  our  earlier  years  con- 
fined to  that  edifying  domestic  Botany  Bay — ^the 
Nursery — ^where  children  grow  up  by  the  pattern  of 
unwatched,  uneducated,  hired  servants. 

How  our  father  ever  made  of  us  companions,  and 
was  ready  in  return  to  be  our  playfellow,  will  be  men-, 
tioned  elsewhere. 

Having  then  undertaken  this  "labour  of  love"  our- 
selves, in  preference,  with  all  humility  nevertheless,  to 
entrusting  it  to  others,  comparative  strangers,  however 
distinguished  ;  we  repose,  hopefully,  on  the  generosity 
snd  consideration  of  the  English  people,  with  whom  we 
have  ever  found  our  father's  name  a  passport  to  the 
sympathies. 

As  regards  the  form  and  arrangement  of  these  pages, 
a  few  words  only  are  necessary.  Each  Chapter,  with 
the  exception  of  the  firsts  contains  the  events  of  a  year ; 
that  having  appeared  to  us  the  most  simple  and  natural 
division.  In  the  letters  we  have  done  our  best  to  omit 
everything  approaching  to  a  repetition.  If  we  have 
not,  altogether,  and  at  all  times,  succeeded,  we  can 
only  plead  as  an  excuse  the  difficulties  we  have  had  to 
encounter ;  and  the  same  must  be  said  for  any  passage, 
which  may  give  unintentional  pain  to  those  mentioned 
in  it 

The  illustrations  consist,  in.  the  first  place,  of  two 
fSac-similes ;  the  one  of  a  sheet  of  the  "  Song  of  the 
Shirt,"  as  first  written  out,  and  the  other  of  the  sketch 
for  his  own  monument  drawn  by  our  father  towaxda 
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the  dose  of  liis  last  illness.  The  remainisg  vignettes 
are  from  sketches  rapidly  dashed  off  by  him  for  oar 
amusement.  Many  of  them  are  from  sheets  of  similar 
oddities,  which  we  used  to  find,  to  our  huge  delight, 
lying  on  our  pillows  occasionally  of  a  morning.  He 
had  drawn  them  OYemight,  before  going  to  rest,  after 
the  long  hours  of  his  literary  labour  were  dona  They 
may  have  perhaps  too  great  a  value  in  our  eyes,  but 
we  have  added  them  to  complete  the  memorials,  as 
indications,  however  slight,  of  the  untiring  humour, 
and  self-forgetful  thought  for  the  pleasure  of  others, 
which  could  suggest  and  create  them  after  the  mental 
and  physical  labour  of  a  weary  night's  composition.* 

My  mother  was  a  fitting  companion  for  such  a  hus- 
band :  she  shared  his  struggles,  and  soothed  his  sorrow, 
and  was  so  much  a  part  of  his  veiy  existence,  that 
latterly  he  could  hardly  bear  her  out  of  his  sight,  or 
write  when  she  was  not  by  him.  We  have  been  fre- 
quently obliged  to  omit  large  portions  of  his  letters  to 
her — ^it  would  have  been  sacrilege  to  alter  them,  and 
we  did  not  feel  it  right  to  publish  what  was  intended  for 
her  eyes  alone — the  tender  epithets,  and  the  love-talk ; 
so  fond,  and  yet  so  true.  I  quote  here  one  passage,  as 
a  sample  of  those,  which  occur  so  frequently  in  the 
letters. 

''  I  never  was  anything,  dearest,  till  I  knew  you^ 
and  I  have  been  a  better,  happier,  and  more  prosperous 
man    ever  since.     Lay  by  that   truth  in    lavender, 

*  AnoUier  reMon  for  their  inBertion  is,  tliat  they  will  giye  a  fidrer 
notion  of  his  artistic  akiD,  to  which  the  cats  in  the  Comic  AnnnalH  did  bat 
laftdMniito  JTntifHw 
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sweetest,  and  remind  me  of  it  when  I  &iL  I  am 
writing  warmly  and  fondly ;  but  not  without  good 
cause.  Firsts  your  own  affectionate  letter,  lately  re- 
ceived— ^next  the  remembrances  of  our  dear  children, 
pledges — ^what  darling  ones  I — of  our  old  familiar  love, 
— ^then  a  delicious  impulse  to  pour  out  the  overflowings 
of  my  heart  into  yours ;  and  last,  not  least,  the  know- 
ledge that  your  dear  eyes  will  read  what  my  hand  is 
now  writing.  Perhaps  there  is  an  after-thought  that, 
whatever  may  befal  me.  the  wife  of  my  bosom  wiU 
have  this  acknowledgment  of  her  tenderness — ^worth — 
excellence — all  that  is  wifely  or  womanly,  from  my 
pen."^ 

Throughout  his  long  illnesses  she  was  his  constant 
nurse,  and  unwearying  companion,  nor  did  she  long 
survive  him. 

I  must  not  dose  this  preface  (although  it  has  alieady 
exceeded  the  limits  I  assigned  it),  without  a  grateful 
reference  to  Miss  Eliza  Cook,  and  the  originators  and 
promoters  of  the  movement,  which  led  to  the  erection 
of  the  noble  monument  to  my  father  in  Kensal  Green ; 
a  monument  which  has  not  its  pair  in  England,  whether 
for  the  universal  subscriptions  which  raised  it,  or  for 
the  chaste  and  unique  novelty  of  its  design. 

From  the  managers  and  furtherers  of  the  under^ 
taking,  or  from  the  distinguished  names  on  the  sub- 
scription lists,  it  would  be  ungracious  and  invidious  to 
select  any  for  special  notice ;  but  a  similar  reason  to 
that,  which  led  me  to  connect  my  father's  slight  sketches 
with  these  memorials,  induces  me  to  select  from  the 
htunbler  names  on  the  lists  such  donations  as  the  fol- 
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lowing:  ^trifling  sums  from  Manchester,  Preston, 
Bideford,  and  Bristol — ^from  a  few  poor  needlewomen 
-*-from  seven  dressmakers — from  twelve  poor  men." 

I  should  be  wanting  indeed  in  appreciation  of  the 
people's  love  for  my  dead  father,  if  I  did  not  (by 
incorporating  them  with  this  work,)  endeavour  to  rescue 
from  oblivion  these  tokens  of  the  gentle  remembrance, 
by  the  poor,  of  the  poet 
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Who  HUBg  the  Song  of  the  Shirt" 


T.  H. 


Non.  The  Tignette  on  the  title-page  is  a  iketeh  of  the  annB,  which 
m7  father  vaed  to  laj  he  should  adopts  if  the  Queen  would  giro  him  a 
grant — "a  hearty  pierced  with  a  needle  threaded  with  ailver  tears," — 
the  motto,  "He  Sang  the  Song  of  the  Shirt" 

The  creft  waa  ons  he  leleoted  in  jest,  quoting  Shakespeare — ''Ihe 
ox  hath  his  how,  sir ;  the  horse  his  qirb ;  and  the  falcon  her  bells ; " 
■0  why  shouldn't  the  Hood  have  his  hawk  ? 

It  is  worth  noticing  that  the  little  silhouettes  of  A«t'm^if  ^^  i^i^f. 
sptned  among  the  other  vignettes,  were  drawn  long  before  "Punch" 
ly^peared  with  his  spirited  litUe  black  cuts. 
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The  public  record  of  Thomas  Hood  has  been  long  before 
the  world — either  in  the  quaint  jests  and  witty  conceits 
that  enlivened  many  a  Christmas  fireside  ;  or  in  the  poems, 
which  were  his  last  and  best  legacy  to  his  country.  All  that 
remains  is  the  history  of  his  private  life— that  "long  disease," 
as  it  was  truly  called,  so  long,  and  so  severe,  that  it  was  only 
wonderful  that  the  sensitive  mind  and  frail  body  had  not 
given  way  before.  From  his  earliest  years,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  a  few  bright  but  transient  gleams,  it  was  a  hand  to 

hand  struggle  with  straitened  moans  and  adverse  c\XQ\rRk* 
vou  X.  \ 
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stanoofl.     It  was  a  practical  illustration  of  Longfellow's  noble 

lincs^ 

"  How  mblime  a  thing  it  h 

Toiufferand  beitrong." 

He  possessed  the  most  refined  taste  and  appfvdation  for 
all  the  little  luxuries  and  comforts  that  make  up  so  much  of 
the  enjoyments  of  life  ;  and  the  cares  and  annoyances^  that 
would  be  scarcely  perceptible  to  a  stronger  and  rougher 
oi^ganisation,  fell  with  n  double  weight  on  the  mind  over- 
tasked by  such  constant  and  harassing  occupation.  He 
literally  fulfilled  his  own  words,  and  was  one  of  the  "master 
minds  at  journey-work — moral  magistrates  greatly  underpaid 
— immortals  without  a  living — menders  of  the  human  heart, 
breaking  their  own — mighty  intellects,  without  their  mite." 
The  income  his  works  have  produced  to  his  children,  might 
then  have  prolonged  his  life  for  many  years ;  although,  when 
we  looked  on  the  calm  happy  face  after  death,  free  at  last 
from  the  painful  expression  that  had  almost  become  habitual 
to  it,  we  dared  not  regret  the  rest  so  long  prayed  for,  and 
hardly  wotL 

His  life,  like  that  of  most  modem  literary  men,  was  very 
barren  of  incident ;  there  is  therefore  little  to  relate,  says 
the  ebb  and  flow  of  health  and  strength — 

"  Ab  in  his  breast  the  wetc  of  life 
Kept  heaving  to  and  fro." 

The  reader  must  bear  this  in  mmd,  if  wearied  with  thi 
recurrence  of  the  chronicle  of  sickness  and  suffering.  With 
the  distinct  and  even  minute  foreknowledge  of  organic  and 
mortal  disease,  liable  at  any  moment  to  a  fatal  and  sudden 
termination,  it  must  indeed  have  been  a  brave  spirit  to  bear 
so  cheerfully  and  courageously,  as  he  did,  that  life,  which 
was  one  long  sickness.  He  knew  that  those  dearest  to  him 
fr&iv  dependent  on   his  exertions,  and   his   mental  powers 
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were  onunped  and  tied  down  by  peooniaiy  neoeiBitj; 
while  his  bodily  frame  was  enfeebled  by  nervousneas  and 
exhaustion. 

My  fiithei^s  own  joking  aoooont  of  his  birth  waa^  that  as 
his  grandmother  was  a  Miss  Armstrong,  he  was  descended 
from  two  notorious  thieves,  i,e,,  Robin  Hood  and  Johnnie 
Armstrong.  I  have  found  his  father's  name  mentioned  in 
''Illustrations  of  the  literary  History  of  the  Eighteenth 
Century/'  by  J.  R  Nicholls,  F.S.  A:  :— 

**Augtui  20(A. — At  Islington,  of  a  malignant  fever,  origi- 
nating from  the  effects  of  the  night  air  in  travelling;  Mr. 
Thomas  Hood,  bookseller,  of  the  Poultiy.  Mr.  Hood  was  a 
native  of  Scotland,  and  came  to  London  to  deck  his  fortune, 
where  he  was  in  a  humble  position  for  four  or  fite  years.  *  *  * 
His  partner,  Mr.  Vemor,  died  soon  afterwards.  Mr.  Thomas 
Hood  married  a  nster  of  Mr.  Vemor,  junior,  by  whom  he 
had  a  laige  fiunily.  He  was  a  truly  domestic  man,  and  a 
real  man  of  business.  Mr.  Hood  was  one  of  the  '  Associated 
BookaeUera,'  who  selected  valuable  old  books  for  reprinting, 
with  great  success.  Messrs.  Yemor  and  Hood  afterwards 
moved  into  the  Poultry,  and  took  into  partnership  Mr.  C. 
ffliarpe.  The  firm  of  Messrs.  Vemor  and  Hood  published 
*  The  Beauties  of  England  and  Wales,'  <  The  Mirror,'  <  Bioota- 
field's  Poems,'*  and  those  of  Henry  Kirke  White.  Mr.  Hood 
was  the  felher  of  Thomas  Hood  the  celebrated  comic  poet." 

The  above  account  is  tolerably  correct,  except  that  Mr. 
Hood  married  a  Miss  Sands,  sister  to  the  engraver  of  that 
name,  to  whodi  his  son  was  afterwards  artided.  Mr. 
Hood's  femily  consisted  of  many  children,  of  whom  two 
James  and  Thomas,  and  four  daughters,  Elizabeth, 


•  The  finn  behavod  naj  generously  to  Bloomfield,  m»!^iig^\mii\ASDL 
ttt  waootm  of  hii  poeau  bad  aumiuuided  a  laige  isle,  a  \iMadK>mib'^ft«iKikV 
qnrMadMbaro  tie  Mum  MiijmhUed  ioF  m  the  a^roemeni. 
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Anne,  Jessie,  and  Catherine,  alone  surviyed  to  riper  a^ 
At  his  house  in  the  Poultry,*  on  the  23rd  of  May,  as 
far  as  we  trace,  in  the  year  1799,  was  bom  hia  aeoond 
son  Thomas,  the  subject  of  this  memoir.  The  first  aon, 
James,  was  supposed  to  be  the  most  promiaing;  fimd  of 
literature,  and  a  good  linguist,  a  more  rare  aooompliahment 
then  than  now.  He  drew  exceedingly  well  in  pen  and  ink, 
and  water-colours,  as  also  did  one  or  two  of  the  sisterBL  The 
elder  Mr.  Hood  was  a  man  of  cultiyated  taste  and  literary 
inclinations,  and  was  the  author  of  two  novels  which  attained 
some  popularity  in  their  day,  although  now  their  very  namee 
are  forgotten.  No  doubt  his  fiivourite  pursuits  and  his 
profession  influenced  in  no  small  degree  the  amusements 
and  inclinations  of  his  children ;  and,  for  those  days,  they 
must  have  been  a  very  intellectual  family. 

James,  showing  early  signs  of  consumption,  was  sent  to 
his  uncle  Robert  Sands*  house  at  Sandhurst,  for  change  of 
air.  It  was  in  returning  from  a  visit  there  to  see  him  that 
Mr.  Hood,  the  ^Ider,  caught  a  violent  cold  from  riding  home 
outside  a  coach,  and  this  proved  the  cause  of  his  untimely 
death,  an  event  much  regretted  by  the  literary  world  of 
those  days,  as  he  was  an  enterprising  and  strictly  honourable 
man.  He  was  one  of  the  very  first,  if  not  the  first,  who 
opened  the  book  trade  with  America. 

After  the  sudden  death  of  the  father,  the  widow  and  her 
children  were  left  rather  slenderiy  provided  for.  My  father, 
the  only  remaining  son,  preferred  the  drudgery  of  an  en* 
graver's  desk  to  encroaching  upon  the  small  family  store.  Ha 
was  apprenticed  to  his  unde,  Mr.  Robert  Sands,  the  engraver, 
and  plied  the  burin  fi)r  some  years  under  his  guidance,  being 
subsequently  transferred  to  one  of  the  Le  Keuxs.  During 
this  period  he  staid  for  some  time  with  his  uncle,  and  on  one 

*  Now,  the  Admirftlty  Chart  Office. 
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OGcasion,  in  joke,  bound  his  own  sisters,  both  good  amateur 
artists,  and  several  of  his  cousins,  apprentices  to  himself  in 
the  same  line.  He  drew  up  jocular  indentures,  still  tradi- 
tionally remembered,  binding  them  to  abstain  from  ''  bull- 
baiting,  cock-fighting,  and  such  idle  diversions,"  and 
humorouslj  rehearsing  their  duties.  This  thej  all  signed, 
after  marching  in  grotesque  procession,  bearing  the  imple- 
ments of  their  art  He  was  a  most  devoted  and  excellent 
son  to  his  mother,  and  the  last  days  of  her  widowhood  and 
decline  were  soothed  by  his  tender  care  and  affection.  Her 
death  was,  I  have  often  heard  him  say,  a  terrible  blow  to 
him.  I  have. now  in  my  possession  a  little  sketch  of  his, 
of  his  mother^s  face  as  she  lay  in  her  coffin.  His  sister 
Anne  did  not  survive  her  veiy  long,*  but  I  cannot  ascertain 
the  date  of  either  of  their  deaths. 

My  father  s  own  health  was  very  infirm  from  his  earliest 
years,  and  the  sedentary  employment  of  engraving  was  no 
light  trial  to  it.  He  was,  therefore,  soon  sent  for  change 
to  some  relations  in  Scotland^  and  his  experiences  there  are 
humorously  related  in  the  "  Literary  Reminiscences."  The 
following  facts  there  omitted,  however,  occurred  during  his 
stay.  His  aunt  being  a  rigid  Sabbatarian,  and  "unco  gude  " 
woman,  did  not  realise  his  love  of  fun,  which  evidently 
manifested  itself  thus  early.  She  was  temporarily  laid  up 
by  illness,  and  debarred  from  attendance  on  her  favourite 
"  meenistor,"  when  her  chief  solace  was  to  perch  her  nephew^ 
up  at  the  parlour  window,  which  commanded  a  good  view  of 
the  stream  of  worshippers  on  their  way  to  the  kirk.     Then 

*  The  lines  entitlod  ''The  Death-Bed,"  (m  the  «  BngliahmaD's  Maga- 

"We  watched  her  breathing  through  the  night," 
were  written  at  the  lame  of  her  death. 
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Bometbing  like  the  following  dialogae  would  ensue  : — **  Tarn- 
mie,  my  man,  keek  out, — wha*B  that  f " 

**  That's  Bailie  So  and  So*b  daughter,  aunt,  and  isn't  she 
making  desperate  loTe  to  young  Somebody,  who's  walking  by 
her  side ! " 

''The  graceless  himel  Fd  wauk  her,  gin  /  were  her 
mammie  1    Keek  out  again,  Tarn." 

**  There's  Mrs.  Blank,  aunt,  and  she's  got  on  a  grand  silk 
gown,  and  such  a  yelvet  mantle !  " 

«Set  us  up,  laddie  1  She  indeed  !  the  sillie  wastrife  bodie 
^^he'd  far  better  pay  a'  she's  owing.    Wha's  neist  t " 

And  so  they  would  go  on,  the  crabbed  auld  Scotchwoman 
little  suspecting  half  the  ^'stour"  proceeded  from  the  active 
imagination  of  her  "  neyoy,"  to  heighten  the  fun  and  draw 
her  out  The  following  letters  were  written  to  his  friends 
at  home  during  his  sojourn  in  Dundee  * : — 

PuHDSi,  Sqttember,  1815. 

Dbab  Aunts, 

I  again  take  the  pen  fbr  a  double  purpose — ^to  endea- 
vour to  amu3e  both  you  and  myself  by  a  description  of  what- 
ever attracts  my  notice.  I  am  principally  diverted  here 
with  the  singular  characters  that  come  to  lodge  here  in 
succession.  When  I  first  came  we  had  a  kind  of  itinerant 
minister,  who  loved  his  bottle, 

"  And  oft  would  reheano 
In  defence  of  ]ub  custom  tluB  BcriptnnJ  yene,-* 
'  Take  a  little  wine  for  thy  stomach's  sake — ' 
But  in  practice  the  little,  but  jolly  diyine, 
Would  oft  sabstitnte  whisky  histead  of  the  wine  ! " 


*  He  was  two  years  in  Scotland,  and  made  his  first  appearance  in  print 
there  in  1814 — first  in  the  Dundee  Advertiser,  then  edited  by  Mr.  Rintoul, 
mad  afterwrdB  in  a  7ocaI  fnagarine.    He  did  not  however,  he  says,  adopt 
«#  ajnvfMDon  till  Jong  after.^T.  H. 
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then  we  hare  been  enb'yened  by  a  French  captain, 
who  poflsessed  in  an  eminent  degree  the  gaiet j  and  politeness 
pecoliar  to  that  nation;  and  I  have  been  particuhtrlj amused 
with  a  pedantic  Perth  schoohnaster  who  went  up  to  London 
daring  the  vacation,  and  resided  a  fortnight  in  Wappi$^g, — 
in  order  to  improve  himself  in  English !  and  said  he  was 
''▼ary  sure  he  wadna  be  takken  for  a  Scotsman."  At  pre- 
sent we  have  a  Swiss,  who  appears  to  be  an  agreeable  man, 
bat  I  do  not  know  how  he  may  be  on*  further  acquaintance. 
The  study  of  character  (I  mean  of  amusing  ones)  I  enjoy 
exceedingly,  and  have  had  an  ample  field  for  speculation,  for, 
independent  of  originality  of  character,  their  ideas  are  a]/>Q 
frequently  of  the  same  stamp,  as  in  the  case  of  our  hostess, 
who  thinks  that  fresh  beef  will  keep  better  than  that  which 
is  salted— but  you  will  perhaps  think  this  notion  took  its 
rise  in  economy,  and  not  in  originality  of  idea. 

About  a  week  ago  we  had  a  company  of  Tumblers,  who 
established  a  kind  of  lottery  hero  at  Is.  per  ticket,  and 
the  chief  prise,  a  cow  and  calf,  valued  at  seven  guineas ! 
Now  it  agreed  very  well  with  the  Scotch  notion  of  economy 
to  get  seven  guineas  for  a  shilling,  but  on  the  other  hand 
they  considered  the  chance  they  had  of  perhaps  losing  their 
bawbees,  and  no  doubt  it  cost  a  struggle  before  they  deter- 
mined on  baying  their  tiekets ; — but  when  the  drawing 
b^gan,  it  was  ludicrous  to  observe  the  whimsical  effects  of 
disappointment  in  the  flEices  of  some  of  the  multitude.  It 
was  a  scene  indeed  worthy  the  pencil  of  Hogarth !  In  the 
evenings  it  is  a  beautiful  promenade  before  the  barracks, 
where  part  of  the  77th  are  at  present  quartered,  and  as  they 
have  a  fine  band  which  plays  every  evening,  I  am  there  almost 
every  night.  This,  with  walking,  swimming,  drawing,  &c,^ 
constitute  my  principal  Amusements  dvuring  m^  \)axi\^^m\sciXM 
mbea  yon  bAve  spare  time  enough  to  wriie  a  few  Yflies^ 
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I  shall  be  happy  to  hear  from  jou,  and  I  am,  with  love 

toaU, 

Your  affectioQate  nephew, 

Thomas  Hooix 

The  smaok  I  intended  to  send  this  by  is  detained,  so  that 
I  have  yet  time  to  add  more.  As  I  am  to  remain  and  take 
my  Christmas  in  the  Land  of  Cakes,  you  will  perhaps  axpeot 
me  to  return  a  complete  Scot, — but  to  tell  yon  the  truth,  I 
approach  it  as  yet  in  but  a  small  degrea  I  sicken  with  disgust 
at  the  sight  of  a  singed  sbeep*s  head,  and  notwithstanding 
the  arguments  of  Lismahago  and  the  preference  of  the  mouse, 
which  I  admit  is  some  support  of  them,  I  cannot  bring  my- 
self to  endure  oatmeal,  which  I  think  harsh,  dry,  and  insipid. 
The  only  time  I  ever  took  it  with  any  kind  of  relish  was  one 
day  on  a  trouting  party,  when  I  was  hungry  enough  to  eat 
anything.  As  to  their  dialect  I  have  acquired  rather  more 
Aian  I  could  wish,  through  the  broad  brogue  of  our  landlady, 
whose  blunders  would  do  credit  to  an  Hibernian. 


DuRDBi,  December,  1815. 

My  dear  Aunts, 

I  duly  received  your  agreeable  letter,  which  had  it 
been  an  "Evening  Lecture"  would  have  come  very  d pro/xw, 
as  I  received  it  on  Sunday  night.  I  received  at  the  same 
time  your  handsome  present,  for  which  I  beg  leave  to  return 
you  my  best  thanks.  I  am  sorry  to  learn  that  my  aunts, 
Ruth  and  Cundee,  have  been  so  ill,  but  rejoice  to  hear  of 
their  recovery,  and  hope  that  your  roast  beef  and  puddmg 
will  restore  them  to  a  perfect  state  of  convalescence.  As 
you  seem  to  have  some  fears  of  submitting  your  letters 
^J^  oritioiam,  I  must  assure  you  that  you  nwA\Mnni\s« 
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no  apprehensions  on  that  head,  my  own  epistolaiy'style  being 
very  indifferent,  and  I  should  fear  by  criticising  to  lose  the 
pleasure  of  receiving  your  letters.  Instead  of  giving  you  any 
regular  description  of  this  irregular  town,  I  shall  give  you  some 
extracts  from  my  note-book,  wherein  I  am  endeavouring  to 
describe  it  after  the  manner  of  Anstey's  Bath  Guide,  in 
letters  horn  a  family  (Mr.  Blunderhead's)  to  their  friends  in 
London. 

The  town  is  ill-bmli,  and  is  dirty  beside 

For  with  water  it's  soantilj,  badlj  supplied 

By  wells,  where  the  servants,  in  filling  their  pails, 

Stand  for  hours,  spreading  soandal,  and  falsehood  and  tales. 

And  abounds  so  in  smells  that  a  stranger  supposes 

The  people  are  tbij  deficient  in  noses. 

Their  buildings,  as  though  they'd  been  scanty  of  ground, 

Are  crammed  into  comeni  that  cannot  be  found. 

Or  as  though  so  ill  built  aod  contrired  the^y  had  been. 

That  the  town  were  ashamed  they  should  ever  be  seen. 

And  their  rooted  dislike  and  aversion  to  waste 

Is  suffer'd  sometimes  to  encroach  on  their  taste, 

For  beneath  a  Theatre  or  Chapel  they'll  pop 

A  sale  room,  a  warehouse,  or  mean  little  shop, 

Whose  windows,  or  rather  no  windows  at  all. 

Are  more  like  to  so  many  holes  in  the  wall. 

And  four  churches  together,  with  only  one  steeple, 

Is  an  emblem  quite  apt  of  the  thrift  of  the  people. 
•  •  •  « 

In  walking  one  morning  I  came  to  the  green, 

Where  the  manner  of  washing  in  Scotland  is  seen  ; 

And  I  thought  that  it  perhaps  would  amuse,  should  I  write, 

A  description  of  what  seemed  a  singular  sight 

Here  great  bare-legged  women  were  striding  around. 

And  watering  clothes  that  were  hiid  on  the  ground. 

While,  on  t'other  hand,  you  the  lasses  might  spy 

In  tubs,  with  their  petticoats  up  to  the  thigh. 

And,  instead  of  their  hands,  washing  thus  with  their  feet, 

Which  they  often  will  do  in  the  midst  of  the  street, 

Which  appears  quite  indelicate, — shocking,  indeed, 

To  thos9  Jadim  who  come  from  the  south  of  the  Twood  \ 
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Like  a  fiah  out  of  water,  joull  think  me,  mj  dear, 
When  our  manner  of  liring  at  preeent  yon  hear ; 
Here,  by  ten  in  the  moning  onr  breakfiyrt  is  done, 
When  in  town  I  ne'er  think  abont  riaing  till  one  : 
And  at  three,  oh  how  Tulgar,  we  lit  down  and  dine^ 
And  at  BIZ  we  tal^e  tea^  and  our  supper  at  nine. 
And  then  edberly  go  to  our  beda  by  eleven, 
And  as  foberiy  rise  the  next  moning  by  eeren. 
How  nnlike  our  great  dty  of  London,  you'll  my, 
Where  day'i  tamed  into  night,  and  the  night  into  daiy. 
Bat  indeed  to  theae  honra  I'm  obliged  to  attend. 
There's  so  very  few  ways  any  leiaore  to  spend. 
For  th^  ne'er  play  at  cards,  Oommeroe,  Ombre,  or  Loo^ 
Thoagh  they  often  are  carding  of  wool,  it  ia  troe. 
And  instead  of  "piany's,"  Italian,  sonatas. 
At  their  spinning  wheels  sitting^  they  whistle  like  eartersb 

•  •  •  • 

A  poor  man  who'd  been  reading  the  pablic  erents, 
Amidst  prices  of  stock,  and  consols,  and  per  cents, 
Obserred  Omniom,  and  anxioaa  to  know  what  it  meant 
With  the  news  in  his  hand  to  a  Bailie  he  went, 
For  he  thoaght  the  best  way  to  obtain  information. 
Was  by  asking  at  one  of  the  wise  corporation. 
Mr.  Bailie  hom'd,  ha'd,  looked  exceedingly  wise. 
And  considered  a  while,  taken  thaa  by  sorprise, 
Tin  at  length  the  poor  man,  who  impatient  stood  bj, 
Qoi  this  traly  ssgadoos,  laconic  reply, — 
**  Omniam's  jost  Omniam." 
Then  returning  at  least  just  as  wise  as  before. 
He  resolyed  to  apply  to  a  Bailie  no  more  I 

•  *  •  « 

I  hare  seen  the  Asylum  they  lately  hare  made, 

And  approre  of  the  plan,  but  indeed  I'm  afraid 

If  they  send  all  the  people  of  reason  bereft. 

To  this  Bedlam,  but  few  in  the  town  will  be  left 

For  their  passions  and  drink  are  so  terribly  strong 

That  but  few  here  retain  all  their  fiMmlties  long. 

And  with  shame  I  must  own,  that  the  females,  I  thipk. 

Are  in  general  somewhat  addicted  to  drink  ! 

•  •  •  • 

yow  J  ipenk  of  divineB,  in  the  churches  Fto  been, 
(y  which  four  mto  ecigether,  and  walla  but  between. 
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So  as  yon  ait  in  (me,  jon  may  hear  in  the  next, 

When  the  derk  pm  the  psalm,  or  the  priest  gLw^a  the  teztb 

With  zespeet  to  their  worship,  with  joy  I  must  say 

Their  strict  bigoted  tenets  are  wearing  away, 

And  each  day  moderation  still  stronger  appean^ 

Nor  should  I  mnch  wonder,  if  in  a  few  years, 

The  load  notes  of  the  organ  the  burthen  shonld  raise 

Midst  the  choms  of  roioes,  the  homage,  and  praise. 

For  I  cannot  oonceiTe  for  what  eanse  they  deny 

The  assistance  of  mnsic,  in  raising  on  high 

Our  thanksfipTing  and  pqalms,  as  King  David  of  old, 

Upon  numberless  instmments  played,  we  are  told  ; 

Nor  to  mnsic  can  theme  more  snblime  be  e'er  giren, 

Than  of  wafting  the  strains  of  the  righteoos  to  hearen. 

They've  a  custom,  a  little  surprising,  I  own, 

And  in  practtoe  I  think  found  in  Scotland  alone. 

For  in  England  for  penance,  in  churchyards  they  stand 

In  a  sheet,  while  a  taper  they  hold  in  their  hand ; 

But  here  in  the  Church,  if  the  parties  think  fit, 

On  a  stool  called  the  "Outtie,"  for  penance  they  sit» 

And,  as  though  absolution  they  thus  did  obtain. 

Go  and  sin,  then  appear  the  next  Sunday  again  I 

Superstition  as  yet,  though  it's  dying  away. 

On  the  minds  of  the  Tulgaif  holds  powerful  qway, 

And  on  doon  or  on  masts  you  may  frequently  view, 

As  defence  against  witchcraft,  some  horse's  old  shoe. 

And  the  mariner's  wife  sees  her  child  with  alarm 

Comb  her  hair  in  the  glass,  a^d  predicts  bin)  some  harm. 

Tales  of  goblins  and  ^losts  that  alarmed  si^ch  a  one 

By  tradition  are  handed  from  father  to  son. 

And  they  oft  will  describe  o'er  their  twopenny  ale 

Some  poor  gihost  with  no  head,  or  grey  mare  without  tail, 

Or  lean  corpse  in  night-^ap,  aD  bloody  and  pale  ! 

•  ♦  ♦  • 

Some  large  markets  for  cattle  or  fairs  are  held  here. 
On  a  moor  near  the  town,  about  thrice  in  a  year. 
So  I  went  to  the  last,  found  it  full,  to  my  thinking. 
Of  whisky  and  porter,  of  smoking  and  drinking. 
But  to  picture  the  scene  there  presented,  indeed, 
The  bold  pencil  and  touches  of  Hogarth  would  need. 
Senjtm'dperiMptBeeM  man  upon  quarrelling  bent 
A^artmrpmitiae  eanm,  irhaeliiig  out  of  a  tent. 
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(For  at  least  so  they  call  blankets  raised  upon  poles, 

Well  enlightened  and  aired  by  the  nameroas  boles,) 

Or  some  hobbling  old  wife,  just  as  dnink  as  a  sow, 

Ilaving  spent  all  the  money  she  got  for  her  cow. 

Perhaps  some  yet  unsold,  when  the  market  has  ceased, 

You  may  thon  see  a  novelty,  beast  leading  beast ! 
•  •  •  • 

(No  date.) 

Drar  Uncle, 

Ilaving  heard  from  my  aunts  of  the  measles  having 
attacked  your  family,  we  are  anxious  to  hear  how  you  all 
are,  and  I  seize  upon  this  opportunity  to  thank  you  for 
sending  my  box,  and  for  the  kind  expressions  contained  in 
your  last  letter,  but  have  been  so  variously  engaged,  besides 
being  unwell,  that  I  have  not  hod  time  to  write  till  now.  I 
have  the  pleasure  of  informing  you  that  my  voyage  to  Scot- 
land has  done  wonders  for  me,  as,  since  my  return,  my  neck 
has  altogether  healed,  arid  my  leg  has  gained  so  much 
strength  that  I  have  been  enabled  to  walk  several  times  to 
the  West  End  and  back,  without  any  injury,  and  I  certainly 
feel  and  look  better  than  I  have  done  for  years.  I  now  hope 
to  be  able  to  look  after  business  a  little,  and  to  do  well,  both 
in  that  and  in  health.  I  did  some  things  for  Mr.  Harris 
before  I  went  to  Scotland  with  which  he  was  very  well 
pleased,  but  have  had  no  proofs,  as  I  did  them  while  H.  was 
busy  on  the  Battle  of  Waterloo,  and  could  not  prove  for  me. 
I  desired  him  to  send  you  a  proof  I  did  in  Spring,  which  I 
suppose  you  have  had.  We  had  the  pleasure  of  Mrs.  Ijo 
Keux's  company  to  dinner  while  she  was  in  town,  and  I  was 
happy  to  see  that  she  looked  much  better  than  when  I  left 
the  country.  I  have  seen  some  of  your  last  works,  which  I 
have  greatly  admired,  and  was  much  gratified  by  a  sight  of 
the  printed  papers  you  sent  to  my  aunt's,  containing  eulo- 
Siums,  which,  aJIow  me  to  BAy,  I  think  you  iMa%  me«vt,  wid 
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believe  me,  gave  me  great  and  mifeigned  pleasure.  We  beg 
that  you  will  drop  us  a  line  or  two  by  the  first  convenient 
opportunity  to  let  us  know  how  you  all  are.  As  for  ourselves 
we  are  all  well,  and  desire  you  will  accept  our  love  to  you  alL 
I  am,  in  haste,  dear  uncle. 

Your  affectionate  nephew, 

Thomas  Hood. 

I  hope  to  hear  also  that  your  farming  is  in  a  thriving 
condition. 

My  father  must  have  returned  to  London  about  1820. 
While  residing  at  Islington,  he  became  acquainted  with  the 
members  of  an  Amateur  Literary  Society,  and  attended  its 
meetings  at  the  house  of  a  friend.  I  am  indebted  to  Miss 
Lawrence,  whose  historical  works  are  well  known,  for  this 
information,  and  for  copies  of  two  "  Addresses,"  which  my 
father  wrote  for  the  society,  of  which  she  is  probably  the  sole 
surviving  member.  The  first  address  was  subsequently  pub- 
lished, with  alterations  and  additions,  as  '*  The  Departure  of 
Summer,"  in  the  London  Magazine.  The  following  lines, 
omitted  in  the  revised  poem,  follow  after  "A  welcome — nor 
unbidden  guest.'*  I  have  thought  as  they  were  among  his 
earliest  writings  that  they  deserved  to  be  enshrined  here. 
The  second  address  has  not  been  before  printed :  it  is  headed, 
"Address  to  the  Social  Literary  Society,  July,  1820." 


And  now  the  slipper  strikes  the  gronnd, 
And  now  the  blind  man's  ^yes  are  bonnd, 
They  torn  him  round,  and  round,  and  round, 
His  hoisee  are  ''black,  whiter  and  grej ;" 
He  cannot  gaess  the  fingers  three^ 
Sore  token  that  he  cannot  see, 
So  let  him  catch  the  wight  he  may. 
Ah!  now  "pineb-^ioUed  m  the  paid,** 
Bejuka  t&em  wbj  t&ey pinch  so  haid  1 
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Now  guly  ckiM  tiM  ftirfeil  kia 

With  eager  1^  lor  Uuikiac  ICm 

Most  nuBMm  rntfn  (kimUai  m^^ 

And  Time,  as  he  goei  hwghim  pei>» 

Sach  9yeB  ihaX  ihine,  meh  eheeka  thai  floWy 

Begreti  that  he  mvat  ily  bo  faat 


Now  Wimter  joina  a  gim?er  aet» 

Just  met — perchanoa  aa  we  are  met 

In  doae  diTan — ^bvt  not  their  parta. 

So  gnrtHj  aak  if  tmmpa  be  hearta  f 

Or  hearta  be  tmmpaf  q[iadea,  diamonds,  dnbi^ 

Or  mourning  fieUe  Portone's  raba. 

Sitting  80  wistfully  and  mute, 

To  tramp,  reroke,  or  follow  aoit. 

Tia  theirs  to  speak  of  better  thing* 

Than  e'en  Oonrt  Honours,  KnaTV,  and  Kii 

Which,  with  the  odd  trick  and  the  stake, 

And  all  tlie  rest,  the  Deuce  ma j  take — 

Tia  theirs  to  aak  if  one  may  trace 

The  mind,  the  hearty  within  the  face  f 

Or  whether  Satire's  Tenom'd  sting 

From  Bnyy  and  £Q-natare  apring  f 

If  people  fiU  the  phmets  bri^B^t  f 

And  whence  their  life,  and  heat,  and  Ught  f 

Then  leave  the  skies,  to  aak,  and  shew 

^tlie  springs  from  whence  ideas  flow. 

Or  eat  rile  Prejudice  in  shreds. 

To  analyse  the  Hydra's  heads. 

And  what  is  Taste?  and  does  the  stage 

Or  pulpit  most  to  mend  the  age ; 

Or  musing  o'er  the  olden  time. 

Talk  o'er  ita  chivalzy  sublime. 

Or  turn  to  Ohymistiy'a  deep  page 

Then  laat^  not  leasts  they  wisely  aak, 

What  man  himself — ^hia  moral  nature  f 

Or  view  their  oountiy'a  laws  and  task 

The  Flaws  in  Oivil  Judicature. 

Emippj  are  thoae  who  thua  can  meet 

And  And  anoh  conTersations  sweet  I 

Happy  are  thoae  who  thua  can  chuae 

Siieh  UameleaB  themes,  that  oft  amuao^ 
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And  oft  improTO.     No  Btflritfi  tptUxkg 

From  Jf^ffu  heart  to  Satiie'i  tongae, 

No  puiw  obliqiie  thai  ends  in  bUma^ 

No  SCanda],  bring  to  ccmdamn 

AH  Tirtae  but  her  own — the  gem 

That'i  f oil'd  npon  another's  shanto 

No  Pride  diirfaining  to  reiign 

Iti  Terj  tacmn  for  the  rights 

Nor  Anger  with  more  heat  than  li^t> 

Nor  Vanity  that  boms  to  ahine. 

Thna,  then,  we  meet,  and  if  ye  bring 

Wit>  Beanty,  Senae^  and  er'xy  thing 

Te  took  away— and  Mirth,  and  Healthy 

That  hare  more  honey-aweeta  than  wealth. 

Welcome !  thrice  welcome ! — whether  coma 

From  Paria — Ldington— or  Bomei, 

Or  eren  Oomo's  far-&med  lake, 

A  warm,  and  heartfelt  Welcome  talra  I 


ADD&BSS.  &e. 


Nature,  like  man,  her  lummer  coat  pnta  on, 
Her  mourning's  orer — and  the  Winter's  gone. 
The  Serpentine  is  clear — ^Hyde  Park  is  green, 
And  verdant  trees,  in  Tothill  Fields,  are  seen. 
And  summer's  warm,  and  TegetattTe  poVrs, 
Are  seen  in  OoTent  Garden's  fruits  and  flow'rft 

Now,  rouae  the  swallows  from  their  torpid  sleepy 
And  thro'  the  air  in  wanton  drcuits  sweep ; 
The  butterflies  escape  from  winter  cells. 
And  shine  abroad—like  other  Beaux  and  Belles. 
London's  gay  Ladybirds  emerge  in  white. 
And  even  CSty  Drones  prepare  for  flight 
Bach  busy  Qad-fly  her  old  plumage  scours^ 
For  "a-qu-a-tio  trips,"  or  dryhmd  « tow'rB." 
Some  go  to  Bath,  from  mineral  springs  to  sip^ 
And  some  in  Nature's  pickle-tub  to  dip. 
Soma,  sick  of  London  and  of  smoke,  agree 
To  go  to  Margate— and  be  sick  at  sea  I 
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Steam-boata  and  hoyi  are  ommmed  with  liTiog  freifht^ 

Till  Ocean  groana,  and  gmmblea  at  the  wei^kt  I 

Pouring  from  these — a  Tast  migrating  heat. 

They  iwarm,  like  locnata,  all  along  the  ooaii 

Prinoee,  and  Pedlan — all  pnzaiie  the  aame, 

Honters  they  are,  and  Happineia  the  game. 

Some  look  for  Fortune  in  the  fickle  pack. 

And  some  for  Pleaeure—on  a  donkey's  back  I 

Some  go  to  adrertise  a  pretty  face. 

And  some  to  deal  in  Cognac  and  lace ; 

Some  seek  for  Husbanda — some  from  Husbands  nin. 

And  some  are  done — **  or  done  for  " — ** or  undone." 

Some  sedentary  souls,  less  giren  to  roam, 

Contented  "ruralize"  more  near  to  Home. 

In  all  those  rerdant  meadows  that  abound 

At  Hackney — Islington — and  all  around, 

Like  sportire  lambkins,  or  young  calves  at  play. 

They  love  to  gambol  in  the  summer  hay. 

That  hay  is  fragrant,  and  the  grass  as  green 

As  though  Saint  Paul's  blue  dome  were  quite  unseeily 

Or,  lull'd  by  music,  on  the  breese  that  swells, 

(The  well-known  harmony  of  old  Bow  Bells,) 

They  gaze,  enraptur'd,  on  the  prospect  round, 

A  rural  scene — with  brick  horizon  bound  I 

All  cockney  beauties  are  to  Cockneys  sweety 
So  Canonbury  seems  a  country  seat. 
The  pale  New  Biver  is  ss  bright  a  stream. 
As  mighty  Tiber— the  proud  Roman's  themes 
Nor  Italy's  sweet  grores  are  half  so  good 
As  that  green  labyrinth  at  Homsey  Wood ; 
And  say,  what  garden  e'er  was  plann'd  or  penn'd* 
like  that  of  Fleecy  Hosqr— atMile  Bndf 
Where  painted  garden-pots  the  alleys  fiU, 
In  flaming  rows — like  Volunteers  at  drill. 
And  all  the  ground  in  rich  devices  spreads 
Of  ovals,  circles,  squares — nay,  diamond  beds  I 
But  if  in  town  predestin'd  to  remain, 
To  sigh  "Oh,  Bus.,"  but  si^  alas  I  in  Tain, 
The  Cit  invests  a  sum  in  Purple  Stocks^ 
And  from  his  window  hangs  his  Country  Box. 
There  strives  the  smells  of  London  to  forget, 
8au&Dg  the  fragnnce  of  the  Mignonette, 
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Aoid  rerelling  in  Faney's  aiiy  food, 
Enjoys  ft  garden — ^in  hu  hanging  -wood ! 

So  certain  itadenta  to  a  town  oonin'd, 
(All  Nature's  charms  and  scenery  resigned,) 
Bnraptnr'd,  listened  o*er  their  learned  pages, 
To  grasshoppers  that  song  from  paper  cages  1 
Bat  chief  of  all  the  joy  that  Cockneys  know 
In  summer  days — ^is  gips^ying  to  go, 
Oh  how  delightful !  underneath  a  tree 
To  sity  and  dp— a  mral  cup  of  tea ! 
AU  on  the  grass — for  table  there  is  none — 
And  taking  tea — as  Adam  n^ust  have  done ! 


The  Cit^  uncoated  sits  apart  to  muse, 
O'er  Morning  Chronicle— or  Times,  or  News. 
Silence  I  ye  little  ones  I  the  mother  cries, 
And  Qianny  chides,  but  with  approTing  eyes, 
B'eq  UtUe  Shock  augments  the  merry  scene. 
In  gan^bols  with  the  urchins,  on  the  green, 
And  William  whispers  to  his  Mary  dear, 
And  Maiy  blushes,  nor  appears  to  hear. 
With  face  arerted,  plucks  a  floir'r  the  while, 
And  strires  to  hide  her  blushes  and  her  smile. 
This,  this  is  bliss !  the  best  that  Cockneys  find, 
(When  nought  is  lost— nor  kettle  left  behind.) 

Such  are  the  scenes,  by  Gipsey  Parties  made, 

Such,  Leslie's  pencil  hath  of  late  pourtray'd. 

Though  Taste  may  smile  at  means,  and  modes  of  bliss, 

Benerolence  exults  in  scenes  like  this. 

Not  Italy's  bright  scenes  could  charm  the  eye, 

If  stained  with  Battle's  sanguinary  dye. 

But,  sure,  that  prospect  will  be  counted  bright, 

Where  hundreds  roam,  in  innocent  delight. 

Where  happy  groups  of  fellow-beings  throng 

All  blythe,  and  merry,  as  a  Beggar's  Song. 

But  whither.  Muse,  mu«ft  Cockneys  soon  repair 
For  rural  scenery — and  country  "  hare  t" 
Where  onco  were  avenues  of  trees,  so  green, 
Now  dasty  atrcete,  and  climMng  bricka  are  Bcon. 
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On  one  lad  field  the  teeming  houes  riiei 

Another  field,  the  fuming  bricks  luppUet : 

The  chimneys  smoke,  where  flow'rs  were  sweet  before^ 

And  (in  a  word)  Moor  Fields  are  fields  no  more. 

But  not  alone  the  gidd j,  and  the  gaj. 

Exult  and  Irolio  in  the  summer  ray. 

The  grare  philosopher — the  hoary  sage, 

Resign  the  closet^  and  the  mouldy  page. 

"  Adieu,  they  cry — ^ye  dusty  tomes,  adieu, 

Lo,  Nature's  rolume's  opened  to  our  view, 

Lessons  in  ereiy  leal  shall  titan  be  ouis, 

And  morals,  gather'd  from  the  simplest  flowers. " 

There  will  we  gather,  like  ik»  Bee,  a  store, 

For  Contemplation,  when  the  summer's  o'er. 

Go,  cries  the  Moralist — the  fields  innte, 
Sip,  while  still  young,  each  innocent  delight. 
Roam,  like  the  Butterfly,  from  place,  to  place. 
And  gaze  on  Nature's  erer-Taried  hc^ 
Let  Vision  revel  in  her  summer  charms. 
While  glows  the  bosom,  and  the  Fancy  warms. 
While  day  reviying — into  splendour  wakes 
The  vivid  scenerf  of  Western  Lakes. 
Or  mark  from  Surrey's  hills  each  &ury  scene, 
Or  Windsor's  Terrace — or  delightful  Sheen, 
Where  silver  Thames,  his  winding  waters  leads, 
Thro'  fields  of  waving  gold,  and  emerald  meads, 
Where  snowy  flocks,  i^id  browsing  herds  abound, 
And  clost'ring  villages  are  scatter'd  round, 
Sacred  to  Peace,  where  honest  hearts  reside, 
And  Freedom  dwells — the  humblest  peasant  s  pride  I 
There,  mark  the  harmony  of  Uendod  hues. 
Of  yellow,  orange,  purple,  green,  and  blues. 
Where  light  and  shade,  in  jxartial  streaks  reflect. 
And  shed  around  the  Magic  of  Effect. 

Such  are  the  scenes,  the  frequent  scenes,  that  smiley 
And  bind  the  Briton  to  his  native  Lde. 
The  country  of  the  GK>od,  the  Wise,  the  Brave, 
And,  oh  I  too  beautiful  to  bear  a  slave ! 
Whose  lovely  daughters  in  each  charm  excel, 
!l2te  Ikirmt  abiiuM  where  Virtue  loves  to  dwcU  I 
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Long,  lon^  my  eonniiy,  maj  thy  protpeeti  ahiiM  I 
And  aD  those  blesin^i  nnimpured  be  tbine. 
May  bonflet  industry  tti  own  obtain^ 
May  Virtoe  triumph,  fnroth  with  Jnatioe  reign, 
And  Peace,  with  Freedom,  flonriah  on  thy  shore. 
Till  thine,  and  Natoze'a  charms,  shall  be  no  more ! 

Bat  some  to  other  lands  for  Pleasiire  roam, 

Cloy'd  with  the  scenes  that  Nature  lends  at  Home. 

HelretiA's  scenery  the  Fainter  fires, 

And  elassie  Italy  the  Mnse  inspires. 

To  holy  Falestine  few  pilgrims  stray. 

While  France  allnres  who|e  coreys  of  the  gay. 

These  shining  norelties  the  giddy  please. 

And  empty  Vanity  is  qnite  at  ease. 

Here  Folly  has  its  day,  and  Fashion  mlei^ 

The  potent  sorereign — ^the  Pope  of  Fools, 

That  can  its  many  TOtaries  control, 

like  Pius's  great  self  from  head  to  sole, 

Can  place  them  Purgatoxy's  pains  within^ 

And  grant  Indnlgences— and  eanction  sin ! 

Tet,  oh  I  that  these  woqld  Ae'er  forget  the  lot), 
The  want,  and  woe  in  many  a  British  cot. 
Where  manly  hearts  distil  the  big,  round,  tear, 
And  bleed,  in  silence,  like  the  stricken  deer. 
Shall  gay,  nngalldd  hearts,  gp  bounding  by. 
And  heedless  Wealth  its  patronage  deny  ? 
Sweep  on,  sweep  on,  ye  citizens,  nor  look 
On  overflowing  hearts,  that  swell  the  brook. 
Seek  other  homes,  on  other  pastures  range, 
And  say,  thai  Tyranny  provoked  the  changey 
Go,  make  your  coward  mfamy  your  boast. 
And  fly,  n^tl^  Patriots  are  wanted  most  I 


For  ns — now  leaving  literary  flowers 
For  those  of  Nature  and  her  summer  bowery 
Our  learned  law,  like  iBsop*8  we  unbend, 
And  in  this  rhyme  our  reasonings  all  end. 
We  go,  where  Fate  or  Fortiuie  may  decree, 
And  ffMr'a  Mttend  our  path  where'er  it  be  I 
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But  -when  Dame  Winter  ahnll,  in  dogs,  approach^ 
Wrapp'd  in  Bath  Oloak,  and  calling  '*  Hackney  Coach  1  ** 
When  summer's  swaUowa  ahall  foiaake  oar  shore — 
And  ptdnted  butterflies  ahall  flj  no  more 
When  grubs  retire  their  secret  cells  within. 
And  London's  Ladybiids — bat  not  to  spin^ 
When  jolly  fiumers  their  October  brew — 
Then,  this  Society  shall  meet  anew. 
Then  Social  Harmony  shall  take  the  Chair, 
And  Learning's  rotaries  be  welcome  there, 
And  smiling  Mirth  shall  mingle  with  the  rest, 
A  welovme,  nor  an  uniuTited  guest. — 
Friendship,  and  Argument  in  league  shall  sit. 
And  sober  Judgment  shaking  hands  with  Wit ; 
And,  as  'tis  ours — and  may  be— ours  abne 
The  charms  of  Female  eloquence  to  own, 
So  thoughts  shall  rise,  from  Taste,  and  Feeling,  sprung^ 
And  set  to  music — on  the  Ladies'  tongue. 
•  Then  Blackie  shall  exert  his  Taried  poVrs, 

And  Barber's  eloquence  sgain  be  ours, 
Lawrence  shall  lend  his  bucket  for  the  well. 
Where  Truth,  where  naked  Truth,  is  said  to  dwelL 
Mackenzie,  Harper,  younger  Lawrence,  striye, 
To  draw  her  to  the  top,  or  else  to  dire. 
And  I — to  occupy  an  idle  time 
May  teach  you  all,  as  now — ^to  prose  in  rhyme.  ^ 
Then  hopes  the  Muse  a  merrier  tale  to  tell, 
Than  now— when  doom'd  to  finish  with  **  Farewell ! " 

The  following  letter  was  written  some  years  later,  during  a 
temporary  stay  in  the  country,  though  in  what  exact  part 
cannot  be  ascertained  : — 

M,  AuguH,  1823. 
Mt  deab  Betst, 

You  did  right  to  let  me  hear  from  you,  aa  it  was  a 

pleasure  in  addition  to  my  being  here — where  I  am  picking 

up  a  month's  health  in  a  fortnight,  so  as  to  make  me  regret 

that  my  stay  here  must  be  necessarily  so  short  as  it  will  ba 

Mjr purpose  is,  to  return,  on  Tuesday,  on  which  nights  expect 
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you  will  see  me,  if  nothing  oocors  to  prevent  my  departuro 
from  here,  which  is  not  likely.     I  did  not  write  to  let  you 
know  of  my  safe  arrival,  but  took  it  for  granted  that  you 
would  not  suppose  I  was  killed  by  the  way  unless  you  heard 
from  me  to  the  contrary.     I  have  found  the  place  much 
pleasanter  and  prettier  than  I  expected,  certainly  much  more 
so  than  Sandhiust,  perhaps  on  account  of  my  company.     It 
is  low  and  flat ;  but  there  are  trees  enough  to  make  it 
agreeable  to  one  who  has  lived  two  years  in  Dundee,  and 
then  for  a  change  I  have  a  little  nursing !     The  baby  comes 
to  me  very  cheerfully,  and  I  can  make  shift  to  carry  her  up 
and  down  the  garden,  without  cramping  her,  or  breaking  her 
limbs.     Indeed   I  could  pass  a  month  of  my  life  in  mj 
present  way  very  willingly,  and  I  think  it  would  make  my 
life  a  month  longer,  I  eat,  drink,  and  sleep  so  well     By  the 
way  of  this  last  particular,  it  will  surprise  you  to  know  that 
I  rise  amongst  the  first  of  the  fiimily,  the  maids  excepted, 
so  that  I  can  almost  fancy  myself,  vide  Humphrey  Clinker, 
the  code  at  Brambleton  HalL     You  will  not  have  heard  of 
my  trip  to  Norwich  with  Mr.  L,  who  was  summoned  there  to 
the  assizes.     It  is  about  60  miles  hence,  and  we  drove  it  in 
a  g^,  through  a  most  pleasant  country.     I  was  exceedingly 
amused  for  the  four  days  we  staid  there.     We  went  to  the 
Cathedral  by  chance,  one  mortiing,  when  by  good  luck  there 
was  a  grand  Charity  Musical  Festival,  as  fine  as  an  Oratorio. 
Hien  we  went  to  the  theatre,  (where  Miss  Holdaway  now  is, 
and  was,  instead  of  playing  Safie,  as  F.  erroneously  reports), 
and  last  of  all  to  Finch's  Gardens,  a  sort  of  twc^nny  Vaux- 
hall,  where  I  laughed  heartily  at  the  ridiculous  attempt  to 
rival  Bish,  Ac     Finally,  I  am  here  again,  so  you  see  I  have 
been  in  luck  in  comrngjust  when  I  did,  in  all  but  oivq  1\v\s^. 
The  acootmt  of  Frankenstein  ia  not  mine,  but  F.'a.     I  AicwJA 
Mre^Kfi^  more  farourabfy  of  it,  and  Mr.  Peake  VA\  \»it<i 
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it  ill  till  the  matter  is  explained,  that  it  is  not  more  kindly 
treated,  for  I  imderstand  it  deserves  no  less.  I  sent  him 
a  plot  made  up  fix)m  Reynolds'  account  and  the  newspapers, 
but  for  some  reason  he  did  not  make  use  of  it  I  tried  rery 
much  at  Norwich  to  find  out  K  G.,  alias  Mrs.  R,  but  after  a 
long  hunt  from  street  to  street  on  the  scent,  I  came  at  last 
to  a  wrong  old  Mr.  R.,  who  looked  very  ill-pleased  at  being 
called  from  his  breakfast  to  a  perfect  stranger.  I  thought 
it  must  be  his  son  I  wanted,  and  told  him  sa  He  said 
he  had  no  son,  being  an  old  bachelor !  Dispirited  by  this 
unlucky  result,  I  gave  up  the  pursuit ;  otherwise  I  should 
have  been  happy  to  have  brought  to  Mr&  R  an  account  of 
K  and  her  little  girl,  but  she  must  take  the  will  for  the 
deed.  Norwich  is  a  very  laige  place,  and  K  does  not 
sit  on  a  steeple,  so  there  was  little  chance  of  finding  her 
without  her  address. 

I  am  glad  to  hear  Kitte  is  going  back,  for  I  was  afraid  she 
would  lose  all  her  acquirements  if  she  stayed  much  longer 
at  home.  I  should  have  been  glad  if  the  girls*  holiday  had 
happened  when  I  was  at  home. 

Your  hopes  about  weather  have  had  no  effect,  at  least 
within  our  neighbourhood.  It  has  been  anything  but 
summer  with  us ;  and  heaven  knows  how  the  fruit  'is  to 
ripen,  or  the  harvest^  if  the  sun  continues  to  bear  this  wet 
countenance.     I  have  taken  a  sketch  or  two — ^the  church  for 

Mr.  L,  the  rectory  for  ^  and  the  house  here  for  Mrs. 

Reynolds ;  but  if  you  should  be  in  Little  Britain  before  I 
return,  be  "  mum  budget "  as  usual  on  this  subject.  I  have 
no  news,  of  course  you  cannot  expect  any  from  a  county 
only  fietmous  for  its  turkeys.  Jane  is  very  well,  the  baby 
improves  veiy  much  and  will  soon  toddle — ^besides  having 
Jbur  teeth,  which  ia  a  great  comfort  to  her  victuals. 
^^ygive  my  kladeat  love  to  the  girls  at  BromVtou  \  ^s^ 
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tiiem  to  oome  home  on  the  Sunday  after  I  oome  home,  if  jou 
be  sending.  Jane  and  Eliza  desire  their  kind  love,  which 
with  mj  own  ^*I  wrap  under  one  kiyer,"  and  am,  dear 
Betay, 

Your  affectionate  brother, 

Thos.  Hooa 

After  practising  as  an  engraver  for  a  short  lime,  an  opening 
that  offered  more  congenial  employment  presented  itself  at 
last,  when  he  was  about  the  age  of  twenty-one.  By  the  death 
of  Mr.  John  Scott,  the  editor  of  the  "London  Magazine,''  who 
was  killed  in  a  duel,  that  periodical  passed  into  other  hands, 
and  became  the  property  of  my  father's  friends,  Messrs. 
Taylor  and  Hessey.  The  new  proprietors  soon  sent  for  him, 
and  he  became  a  sort  of  sub-editor  to  thie  magazina 

I  am  exceedingly  indebted  to  the  kindness  and  courtesy  of 
Messrs.  Taylor  and  Hessey  (who  hare  both  survived  almost 
all  their  contributors)  for  several  particulars  relating  to  my 
father's  early  life.  From  the  latter  gentleman's,  letter  on  the 
subject  I  have  ventured  to  quote  largely. 

"  I  remember,*'  he  says,  "  often  having  seen  the  late  Mr. 
Hood  when  he  was  a  mere  boy  at  the  house  of  his  father, 
whom  I  had  the  pleasure  of  knowing  intimately  for  many 
year&  He  was,  as  far  as  I  can  recollect,  a  singular  child, 
silent  and  retired,  with  much  quiet  humour,  and  apparently 
delicate  in  health.  He  was  educated  at  a  school  in  the 
neighbourhood   of  London,*   and  at  the  age  of  fifteen  or 

*  TUa  idiool  wai  at  GlipliAiii,  and  was  kept  by  Dr.  Wanostroehi—ilie 
fathar  of  tlia  well-known  cricketer,  Felix.  I  can  remember  my  father's 
fninHmg  it  out  to  me,  while  we  were  liring  at  the  latter  place.  At  that 
tine  it  waa  oouTerted  into  a  nAral  school,  I  think.  Of  many  schoolboy 
tricks  and  adTentorea,  related  by  him,  I  regret  that  I  can  recall  only  Ter| 
faint  recdllectioni^  for  they  were  vexj  iaughable,  and  mig\ii  ^  MiiKA^^dDA 
isnsiyidr  mmmtiv  to  prove  the  rule  "  the  child  ia  faihet  \ft  \Jh<ft  TiiMu* 
Amo^0^  other  Maeedote^  I  temembor  one  in  which  he  wia  ^ba  VDl^3^9MK 
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sixteen  was  aiticled  to  his  uncle,  Mr.  Sands,  as  an  engrayer. 
His  health,  however,  beginning  to  suffer  ftt)m  confinement,  it 
was  found  necessary  to  put  an  end  to  that  engagement,  and 
he  was  sent  to  a  relation  in  Scotland,*  where  he  remained 
some  years  with  great  benefit.  He  returned  to  town  about 
the  beginning  of  the  year  1821.  In  that  year  the  '' London 
Miigazine  **  came  into  the  hands  of  Mr.  Taylor  and  myself, 
after  the  death  of  the  editor,  Mr.  John  Scott;  and  Mr.  Hood 
was  engaged  to  assist  the  editor  in  correcting  the  press,  and 
in  looking  over  papers  sent  for  insertion.  This  was  his  first 
introductiou  to  the  literary  world  ;  and  here  he  first  amused 
himself  by  concocting  humorous  notices  and  answers  to 
correspondents  in  the  '  Lion's  Head.'  His  first  original 
paper  appeared  in  the  number  for  July,  1821,  vol.  iv.  p.  85, 
in  some  verses  *To  Hope.*  I  find  nothing  more  of  his  until 
November  of  the  same  year,  when  his  humorous  *  Ode  to  Dr. 
Kitchener'  appeared  in  the  'Lion's  Head'  of  that  month  ; 
a  poem,  *The  Departure  of  Summer,'  in  the  body  of  the 
number,  p.  493;  and  a  *  Sentimental  Journey  from  Islington 
to  Waterloo  Bridge,'  in  the  same  number,  p.  508.  From 
that  time  ho  became  a  regular  contributor,  and  as  many  as 
twenty-four  more  papers  of  various  kinds  appeared,  the  last 
being  *  Lines  to  a  Cold  Beauty,'  in  June,  1823,  after  which 
time  I  find  no  further  production  of  his  pen. 

"  Mr.  Hood's  connection  with  the  *  London  Magazine '  led 
to  his  introduction  to  oiu*  friend  Mr.  Reynolds  (and  through 

of  a  purely  homoeopathic  revenge  upon  the  footman,  who  was  permitted  to 
vend  nuts,  parliament,  and  marblee  to  the  pupils.  Monopoly  of  trade 
induced  the  man  to  raise  the  price  above  the  ''outl^de"  standard,  whereon 
characteristic  retaliation  was  inflicted  by  raising  the  articles  {ihaX  is  the 
desk  in  which  they  were  kept)  by  four  cords  to  the  schoolhonse  ceiling. 
When  the  charges  were  lowered,  the  desk  was  permitted  to  follow  their 
example. — ^T.  H. 
*  According  to  bia  own  "Litorary  Keminificences,"  liewaaioTsonv^tiiBA 
^rir  Ja  s  aerciuuit'M  oMee^ 
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him  to  his  sister)  and  to  the  various  contributors  to  the 
work,  Charles  Lamb,  Allan  Cunningham,  Hazlitt,  Horaoo 
Smith,  Judge  Talfourd,  Barry  Cornwall,  the  Rev.  H.  F.  Carej, 
Sir  Charles  A.  Elton,  Charles  Phillips,  Dr.  Bowring,  John 
CUre,  Thomas  De  Quincey,  Geoi^e  Darley,  the  Rev.  Charles 
Strong,  Wainwright,  Hartley  Coleridge,  Bernard  Barton, 
Richard  Ayton,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Crowe,  Rev.  Julius  Hare,  Rev. 
Dr.  Bliss,  John  Poole,  Esq.,  kc  ko, 

"  At  the  end  of  the  year  1824  the  magazine  passed  into 
the  hands  of  another  person  as  proprietor  and  editor,  and  I 
have  no  means  of  ascertaining  who  were  then  its  cliief  sup- 
porters; but  I  do  not  believe  Mr.  Hood  contributed  to  it  at 
alL  Mr.  Reynolds  continued  to  write  in  that  work  till  the 
end  of  the  year  1824. 

**  My  acquaintance  with  Mr.  Hood  ceased  about  the  year 
1823,  till  which  time  I  had  enjoyed  the  pleasure  of  constant 
communication  with  hiuL  Soon  aftem'ards  I  went  into  the 
country,  and,  I  regret  to  say,  I  never  saw  him  again." 

My  fiither^s  first  acquaintance  with  my  mother's  family 
must  have  commenced  somewhere  in  1821,  through  her 
brother,  John  Hamilton  Reynolds.  The  father,  Mr.  Reynolds, 
was  head  writing-master  at  Christ's  Hospital,  and  with  his 
family  then  resided  in  that  very  little  Britain  so  quaintly 
and  well  described  by  Washington  Irving  in  his  ''  Sketch 
Book."  Here,  no  doubt,  many  a  cheerful  evening  was  spent 
among  such  a  pleasant  circle  of  friends  and  acquaintances. 
John  Keats,  Edward  Rice,  and  a  Mr.  Bailey  were  all  familiar 
friends  and  constant  correspondents  of  the  young  Reynoldses.* 
I  think  however  my  father's  intimacy  dated  rather  later,  for 

*  Ihaif  beatd  nnos  the  publication  of  this  fint  edition,  fn»i  IM^ 
Hill,  the  worthy  wife  ol  ^  BowlADd  HiU,  the  author  o!  the  ¥qii\V3  "Soi^^ 
ths#  her  iktber,  Mr.  Pearson,   was  an  old  and  valued  memWr  ol  \ii\a 
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I  do  not  think  he  was  well  acquainted  with  any  of  the  above 
mentioned  trio.  But  about  this  time  must  have  originated 
his  long-standing  friendship  with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dilke,  who 
were  known  to  all  parties. 

John  Hamilton  Reynolds  was  himself  a  writer  for  the 
"  London  Magazine/'  in  which  appeared  several  articles  from 
his  pen  under  the  signature  of  "  Edward  Herbert"  He  was 
also  the  author  of  a  small  volume  of  poems,  **  The  Garden 
of  Florence,"  which  was  favourably  noticed  at  the  time.  To 
him,  my  father,  in  a  very  friendly  manner,  dedicated  "  Lycus 
the  Centaur.'*  A  congeniality  of  pursuits  and  likings  drew 
them  together — a  connection  that  was  afterwards  by  my 
father's  marriage  with  his  sister  to  be  still  further  strength- 
ened. It  was  a  pity  it  did  not  siirvive  to  the  end,  for 
on  one  side  at  least  it  was  characteristically  generous  and 
sincere. 

It  was  "  in  the  pleasant  spring-time  of  their  friendship,*' 
and  ''  with  the  old  partiality  for  the  writings  of  each  other, 
which  prevailed  in  those  days,*'  that  conjointly  with  my 
unde  Reynolds,  my  father  wrote  and  published,  although 
anonymously,  **  Odes  and  Addresses  to  Great  People.*'  This 
had  a  great  sale,  and  occasioned  no  little  wonder  and  specu- 
lation as  to  the  author,  as  will  be  seen  from  the  following 
letter  from  S.  T.  Coleridge  to  Charles  Lamb.  It  appears  to 
have  been  sent  for  perusal,  as  the  copy  I  have  is  in  my 
father's  handwriting. 

Mt  dear  Charles, 

This  afternoon,  a  little,  thin,  mean-looking  sort  of  a 

foolscap  sub-octavo  of  poems,  printed  on  dingy  outsides,  lay 

on  the  table,  which  the  cover  informed  me  was  circulating  in 

our  book-club,  so  very  Grub-streetish  in  all  its  exteriors,  in- 

temal  as  well  as  external,  that  I  cannot  explaixi  by  wha^ 
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accident  of  impulse  (aasoredly  there  was  no  motive  in  play)  I 
came  to  look  into  it  Least  of  all,  the  title,  *'  Odes  and 
Addresses  to  Great  Men,"  which  connected  itself  in  my  head 
with  ''  Rejected  Addresses  "  and  all  the  Smith  and  Theodore 
Hook  squad.  But  my  dear  Charles,  it  was  certainly  written 
bj  you,  or  under  you,  or  una  cum  you.  I  know  none  of 
your  frequent  visitors  capacious  and  assimilative  enough  of 
your  converse  to  have  reproduced  you  so  honestly,  supposing 
you  had  left  yourself  in  pledge  in  his  lock-up  house.  Gill- 
man,  to  whom  I  read  the  spirited  parody  on  the  introduction 
to  Peter  Bell,  the  "Ode  to  the  Great  Unknown,'*  and  to 
Mrs.  Fry — ^he  speaks  doubtfully  of  Eeynolds  and  Hood.  But 
here  come  Irving  and  Basil  Montagu. 

Thunday  nighty  10  o'tl&ek.--l^o !  Charles,  it  is  you.  I 
have  read  them  over  again,  and  I  understand  why  you  have 
anon'd  the  book.  The  puns  are  nine  in  ten  good,  many 
excellent,  the  Ntwgaiory  transcendant !  And  then  the  ex- 
emplum  sine  exemplo  of  a  volume  of  personalities,  and  con- 
temporaneities, without  a  single  line  that  oould  infliot  the 
infinitesimal  of  an  unpleasance  on  any  man  in  his  senses- 
saving  and  except  perhaps  in  the  envy-addled  brain  of  the 
despiser  of  your  lays.  If  not  a  triumph  over  him,  it  is  at 
least  an  ovation.  Then  moreover  and  besides,  to  speak  with 
becoming  modesty,  excepting  my  own  self,  who  is  there  but 
you  who  oould  write  the  musical  lines  and  stanzas  that  are 
intermixed? 

Here's  Gillman  come  up  to  my  garret,  and  driven  back  by 
the  guardian  spirits  of  four  huge  flower-holders  of  omni- 
genous roses  and  honeysuckles  (Lord  have  mercy  on  his  hyste- 
rical olfiu^tories !  What  will  he  do  in  Paradise?  I  must  have 
a  pair  or  two  of  nostril  plugs  or  nose-goggles  laid  in  his 
coffin^  stands  at  the  door,  reading  that  to  M.c^.difiiXCi)  %xA  \ki^ 
wmberwam&D'B  letter,  and  he  admits  i)\jt  /acts,    Xwi  wft 
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found  in  the  manner^  as  the  lawjers  say  :  so,  Mr.  Charles, 
haug  yoursolf  up,  and  sond  me  a  line  by  way  of  token  and 
acknowledgment.  My  dear  love  to  Mary.  God  bless  you 
and  your 

Uushamabramizer, 

S.   T.   COLERIDQB. 


CHAPTER  II. 

On  the  5th  of  May,  1824,  the  marriage  of  my  father  and 
mother  took  place.*  In  spite  of  all  the  sickness  and  sorrow 
that  formed  the  greatest  portion  of  the  after-part  of  their 
lives,  the  union  was  a  happy  one.  My  mother  was  a  woman 
of  cultivated  mind  and  hterary  tastes,  and  weU  suited  to  him 
08  a  companion.  Ho  had  such  confidence  in  her  judgment 
that  he  read,  and  re-read,  and  corrected  with  her  all  that  he 
wrote.  Many  of  his  articles  were  first  dictated  to  her,  and 
lier  ready  memory  supplied  him  with  his  references  and  quo- 
ttvtions.  He  frequently  dictated  the  first  draft  of  his  articles 
although  they  were  always  finally  copied  out  in  his  pecu- 
liarly clear  neat  writing,  which  was  so  legible  and  good, 
that  it  was  once  ox  twice  begged  by  printers,  to  teach 
their  compositors  a  first  and  easy  lesson  in  reading  hand- 
writing. 

*  I  haT«  reason  to  believe  that  the  match  was  not  entirely  approved  of 
by  my  mother's  family — ^not  perhaps  unreasonably,  for  it  could  not  hare 
seemed  rery  prudent :  but  the  attachment  was  strong  and  genuine  on  both 
sides,  and  so  the  course  of  true  love  at  length  reached  its  goal,  though  not 
/perhaps  ruaoing  rery  smoothly.  The  poems,  **I  lore  Thee,"  **  Still 
/foi9v  the  gentle  streamlet  on, "  and  several  others,  'w«tq  "^-^tUu  at  thu 
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There  has  been  so  much  pleasant  interest  in  the  few 
letters  of  mj  mother's,  which  appeared  in  the  first  edition  of 
this  work,  that  I  am  induced  to  print,  in  exten$o,  her  first 
letter  as  my  ftither^s  wife, — a  letter  that  I  think,  eyen  in 
these  days,  wiU  be  recognised  as  the  sweet  fresh  letter  of  a 
womanly  young  brida 

Habtihos,  10th  May,  1824. 

Mt  dbab  Betbt, 

Your  brother  is  going  to  write  to  the  three  girls  in 
town,  and  so  I  have  taken  upon  myself  to  give  some  little 
account  of  our  proceedings  and  adyentures.  We  had  a 
loyely  day  for  trayelling  on  Thursday,  though  the  morning 
lowered  upon  us  so :  the  rain  had  laid  the  dust,  and  the 
sun  came  forth  to  cheer  us  immediately  we  left  town. 
We  did  not  stop  at  Tunbridgo,  as  our  poet-boy  chose  to 
fix  upon  Woodsgate  as  our  resting  place  to  dine  at.  We 
reached  Hastings  about  half-past  nine,  and  I  was  sadly 
tired,  as  you  may  suppose.  Our  lodgings  are  yery  snug  and 
ccmifortable,  and  Mrs.  Fermor  is  a  nice  ciyil  little  woman ; 
we  enjoy  ihe  sea,  the  air,  and  our  meals  with  all  our  might, 
and  if  I  go  on  as  I  haye  set  out,  your  brother  has  got  as  idle 
and  goeuping  a  wife  as  you  will  find  in  the  three  kingdoms  ! 
The  day  after  our  arriyal  here,  we  went  out  for  a  sail  in  Tom 
Woodgate's  new  boat,  and  were  inyited  on  board  a  man-of- 
w^r,  which  had  jutt  come  from  Calais,  where  it  had  just 
taken  the  Duke  of  Cambridge.  I  was  whipped  up  in  the 
chair,  and  we  were  conducted  oyer  the  yessel  by  as  handsome 
a  yoQi^  lieutenant  as  you  would  wish  to  see!  It  was 
unlucky  I  was  married,  as  such  an  adventure  to  a  single 
wonaa  would  haye  been  adyantageous.  We  took  wine  and 
biacoits  in  the  lieutenant's  cabin^  and  just  as  we  were  o\k^vi\. 
to  leaw  the  ship,  the  captain  came  on  iK^iu-d.     He  begged  -^^ 
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would  not  hiirry  away,  but  we  found  they  were  going  to  saQ 
immediately,  and  did  not  wish  to  be  carried  off  to  PortB- 
mouth.  Yesterday  I  was  prevailed  upon  to  take  another 
sail,  and  got  myself  wet  through,  and  a  little  firightened  into 
the  bargain,  as  we  had  a  squall  by  way  of  a  treat  for  me. 
Indeed,  I  almost  suspected  that  your  brother  took  me  out 
with  a  hope  that  I  should  be  washed  overboard — and  he 
play  the  young  widower  on  the  beach  ! 

I  am  very  much  pleased  with  Hastings ;  we  have  had  some 
beautiful  walks,  and  have  many  more  in  store.  I  have  not 
yet  reached  the  castle,  nor  Charles  Lamb's  little  church,*  but 
the  weather  is  very  fieivourable  to  our  little  schemes,  and  we 
have  no  fault  to  find,  but  that  a  week  has  flown  like  a  day, 
and  we  have  only  another  to  stay  here.  Tour  brother  b^gs 
I  wiU  tell  you  that  the  town  is  empty,  and  that  he  is  the 
handsomest  man  here  !  For  this  reason  he  drags  me  over  the 
shingle  eveiy  day,  wearing  out  my  shoes,  that  he  may  be  seen ! 

I  have  heard  from  home  to-day.  My  mother  seems  to 
have  been  very  much  fatigued  after  Thursday,  and  I  am  not 
surprised,  as  her  feelings  must  have  been  much  tried,  and 
M.*s  illness  rendered  the  bustle  greater  than  it  would  have 
been  otherwise.  I  hope  you  aU  found  the  day  as  agreeable 
as  such  a  day  could  be,  for  I  know  what  a  sister^s  feelings  are 
upon  such  an  occasion.  But  I  hope  you  will  all  think  that  I 
am  your  sister  indeed,  ever  ready  to  show  you  the  affection 
of  one,  and  eager  to  be  beloved  by  you  all.  The  love  I  bear 
for  one  you  all  love,  and  the  happiness  that  I  experience  in 
bemg  his  wife,  will  always  make  me  look  upon  you  with 
affection ;  and  I  think  I  should  be  very  ungrateful  if  I  did 
not  add  that  your  kindness  to  me  will  be  another  motive 
that  I  shall  love  you  all     I  am  getting  serious ;  but  you 

*  A  fiction  of  Lamb's— tee  ''My  Literary  Bendnitceiioee  "  in  ''Hood's 
Owil" 
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win  forgive  me,  I  hope,  for  my  heart  is  very  fdU,  and  if  I 
touch  it  the  happiness  will  overflow.  You  will  laugh  at  me, 
perhaps,  and  talk  about  the  honey-moon ;  but  your  brother 
and  I  have  had  many  seasons  of  trouble  and  vexations  that 
have  made  our  present  enjoyment  greater.  I  must  say  to 
you  all,  get  married  as  hst  as  you  can ;  but  don't  marry 
unless  you  love  the  man,  for  then  a  married  state  mmt  be 
miserable. 

I  hope  you  will  write  to  us  before  we  leave  here,  and  say 
how  the  fifth  went  off,  and  if  you  liked  our  favourite,  Edward 
Rice  ;*  he  read  the  marriage  ceremony  so  beautifully  that  we 
wish  to  have  it  over  again.  Did  not  Jessie  admire  his  voice  t 
James  Rice  was  on  his  best  behaviour;  but  he  is  generally 
the  terror  of  all  single  ladies,  though  a  bit  of  a  favourite 
with  the  married  ones.  We  are  very  fortunate  in  our 
weather,  only  now  and  then  a  shower,  which  makes  it  fresher, 
and  cools  the  air.  I  almost  long  to  bathe,  but  have  not 
courage.  Yesterday,  I  had  a  bath  without  intending  it, 
when  we  sailed,  and  I  found  it  not  so  pleasant  to  carry  my 
wet  clothes  home,  especially  as  I  had  my  habit  on ;  my  Leg- 
horn was  really  sopped,  as  your  brother  expresses  it.  But 
nothing  seems  to  trouble  me  here,  for  with  idleness  comes 
this  extravagant  indifference  I  suppose.  I  wish  to  write  a 
few  lines  to  your  sisters  on  part  of  your  brother's  letter  to 
them,  and  so  must  conclude  this.  I  fear  I  have  written  you 
but  a  dull  letter,  but  you  must    make  allowance,  only 

believing  me  your  affectionate  sister, 

jAmB  Hooj>. 

Your  brother  sends  his  love  to  you ;  his  intentions  are  good 
as  to  sending  you  a  letter  while  here,  but  he  is  not  settled 
enough  he  says ;  and  is  very  difficult  at  taking  to  his  ^u 
now. 

*  Sabteqaentfy  Head  Kuter  of  Christ's  HospUaX. 
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Of  lato  years  my  mother*8  time  and  thoughts  were  entirely 
devoted  to  him,  and  he  became  restless  and  almost  seemed 
unable  to  write  unless  she  were  near. 

The  first  few  years  of  his  married  life  were  the  most 
unclouded  my  father  ever  knew.  The  young  couple  resided 
for  some  years  in  Robert  Street,  Adelphi.  Here  was  bom 
their  first  child,  which  to  their  great  grief  scarcely  survived  its 
birth.  In  looking  over  some  old  papers  I  found  a  flaw  tiny 
curls  of  golden  hair,  as  soft  as  the  finest  silk,  wrapped  in  a 
yellow  and  time-worn  paper  inscribe  ix^  my  father's  hand- 
writing : — 

'*  LitUe  ^68  iha4  scarce  did  see, 

Little  lips  that  never  smiled ; 

Alas  I  m  J  little  dear  dead  child, 
Death  is  thy  father,  and  not  me, 
I  but  embraced  theej;  soon  iMi  he !  " 

On  this  occasion  those  exquisite  lines  of  Charles  LamVs 
''  On  an  infant  djinQ  as  soon  as  bom,"  were  written  and  sent 
to  my  father  and  mother. 

I  much  regret  that  there  is  so  little  record  left  of  the 
pleasant  days  of  this  intimacy  with  Charles  Liamb  and  his 
sister.  It  was  a  very  lively  and  sincere  friendship  on  both 
sides,  and  it  lasted  up  to  the  time  of  Mr.  Lamb's  death. 
When  my  father  lived  at  Winchmore,  the  Lambs  were  settled 
at  Enfield,  so  that  they  were  tolerably  near  neighbours.  I 
give,  however,  a  brief  extract  from  a  book  entitled  ^*  Pen  and 
Pencil,''  by  Mrs.  Balmanno.  The  article  is  headed,  "  Lamb 
and  Hood,"  and  is  quoted  almost  in  exienso,  as  the  volume 
being  published  in  New  York,  may  not  be  easy  of  access  : — 

Bound  in  the  closest  ties  of  friendship  with  "  The  Hoods,'' 

with  whom  we  also  were  in  the  habit  of  continually  asso- 

ciatlng^  we  had  the  pleasure  of  meeting  Charles  Lamb  at 
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their  house  one  eveDing,  together  with  his  sister  and 
sevend  other  friends,  amongst  whom  was  Miss  KeUj,  that 
most  natural  and  unrivalled  of  English  comic  actresses. 

In  outward  appearance  Hood  conveyed  the  idea  of  a 
clergyman.  His  figure  slight,  and  invariably  dressed  in 
black  j  his  hce  pallid ;  the  complexion  delicate,  and  features 
regular  :  his  countenance  bespeaking  sympathy  by  its  sweet 
expression  of  melancholy  and  suffering. 

Lamb  was  altogether  of  a  different  mould  and  aspect 
Of  middle  height,  with  brown  and  rather  ruddy  complexion, 
grey  eyes  expressive  of  sense  and  shrewdness,  but  neither 
large  nor  brilliant ;  his  head  and  featiires  well  shaped,  and 
the  general  expression  of  his  countenance  quiet,  kind,  and 
observant,  undeigoing  rapid  changes  in  conversation,  as  did 
his  manner,  variable  as  an  April  day,  particularly  to  his 
sister,  whose  saint-like  good-hiunour  and  patience  were  as 
remarkable  as  his  strange  and  whimsical  modes  of  trying 
them. 

But  the  brother  and  sister  perfectly  understood  each 
other,  and  "  Charles "  as  she  always  called  him,  would  not 
have  been  the  "  Charles  '*  of  her  loving  heart  without  the 
pranks  and  oddities  which  he  was  continually  playing  off 
npon  her,  and  which  were  only  outnumbered  by  the  in- 
stances of  affection,  and  evidences  of  ever  watchful  solici- 
tude with  which  he  surrounded  her. 

Miss  Lamb,  although  many  years  older  than  her  brother, 
by  no  means  looked  so,  but  presented  the  pleasant  appear- 
ance of  a  mild,  rather  stout,  and  comely  maiden  lady  of 
middle  aga 

Dressed  with  quaker-like  simplicity  in  dove-coloured  silk, 
with  a  transparent  kerchief  of  snow-white  muslin  folded 
across  her  bosom,  she  at  once  prepossessed  t\iQ  V^VicAii^t  vdl 
her  hvour  by  an  aspect  of  serenity  and  pesycQ,    Hex  Tcv%xA«Ck 

roL.x,  % 
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were  very  quiet  and  gentle,  and  her  voice  low.  She  smiled 
frequently,  and  Beldom  laughed,  partaking  of  the  courtesies 
and  hospitalities  of  her  merry  host  and  hostess  with  all 
the  cheerfulness  and  grace  of  a  most  mild  and  kindly 
nature. 

Her  behaviour  to  her  brother  was  like  that  of  an  admiring 
disciple  ;  her  eyes  seldom  absent  from  his  face.  And  when 
apparently  engrossed  in  conversation  with  others,  she  would, 
by  supplying  some  word  for  which  he  was  at  a  loss,  even 
when  talking  in  a  distant  part  of  the  room,  show  how 
closely  her  mind  waited  upon  his. 

Mr.  Lamb  was  in  high  spirits,  sauntering  about  the  room, 
with  his  hands  crossed  behind  his  back,  conversing  by  fits 
and  starts  with  those  most  familisLrly  known  to  him,  but 
evidently  mentally  acknowledging  Miss  Kelly  to  be  the 
rara  avis  of  his  thoughts,  by  the  great  attention  he  paid  to 
every  word  she  uttered. 

Truly  pleasant  it  must  have  been  to  her,  even  though 
accustomed  to  see  people  listen  breathless  with  admiration 
while  she  spoke,  to  find  her  words  have  so  much  charm  for 
such  a  man  as  Charles  Lsmib. 

Miss  Kelly  (charming,  natural  Miss  Kelly,  who  has  drawn 
from  her  audiences  more  heart-felt  tears  and  smiles  than 
perhaps  any  other  English  actress)  with  quiet  good-humour 
listened  and  laughed  at  the  witty  sallies  of  her  host  and 
his  gifted  friend,  seeming  as  little  an  actress  as  it  is  pos- 
sible to  conceive. 

Once,  however,  when  some  allusion  was  made  to  a  comic 
scene  in  a  new  play  tlusn  just  brought  out,  wherein  she 
had  performed  to  the  life  the  character  of  a  low-bred  lady*B 
maid,  passing  herself  off  as  her  mistress,  Miss  Kelly  arose 
and  with  a  kind  of  resistless  ardour,  repeated  a  few  sentences 
K^  mimit&hly,   thht  everybody  laughed  as  much  as  if  the 
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real  lady's  maid,  and  not  the  actress,  had  been  before  them ; 
while  she  who  had  so  personated  the  part,  quietly  resumed 
her  seat  without  the  least  sign  of  merriment,  as  grave  as 
possible. 

This  little  scene  for  a  few  moments  charmed  everybody 
oat  of  themselves^  and  gave  a  new  impetus  to  conver- 
sation. Mrs.  Hood's  eyes  sparkled  with  joy,  as  she  saw 
the  effect  it  had  produced  upon  her  husband,  whose  pale 
£EU>e,  like  an  illuminated  oomic  mask,  shone  with  fun 
and  humour.  Never  was  happier  couple  than  "The 
Hood's;'**  "mutual  reliance  and  fond  futh"  seemed  to  be 
their  motto. 

Mrs.  Hood  was  a  most  amiable  woman — of  excellent 
manners,  and  full  of  sincerity  and  gooduesa  She  perfectly 
adored  her  husband,  tending  him  like  a  child,  whilst  he  with 
unbounded  affection  seemed  to  delight  to  yield  himself  to 
her  guidance.  Nevertheless,  true  to  his  humorous  nature^ 
he  loved  to  tease  her  with  jokes  and  whimsical  accusational 
which  were  only  responded  to  by  '*  Hood,  Hood^  how  can 
you  run  on  so?"  "Perhaps  you  don't  know," -said  he, 
''that  Jane's  besetting  weakness  is  a  desire  to  appear  in 
print,  and  be  thought  a  Blue." 

Mrs.  Hood  coloured,  and  gave  her  usual  reply;  then 
observed  laughingly :  "  Hood  does  not  know  one  kind  of 
material  from  another,  he  thinks  this  dress  is  a  blue  prinV 
On  looking  at  it  I  saw  it  was  only  a  very  pretty  blue  iUk, 
The  evening  was  concluded  by  a  supper,  one  of  those  elegant 
social  repasts  which  Flemish  artists  delight  to  paint ;  so 
fresh  the  fruit,  so  tempting  the  viands,  and  all  so  exquisitely 
arranged  by  the  very  hand  of  taste.     Mrs.  Hood  has  fre- 


*  Lamb's  letter,  sabeeqventij  quoted,  is  addreined  V>  ^^  TVi^  'E.tM^ 
Solwri  Btne^  Adelpbl " 
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quentlj  smiled  when  I  hare  complimented  her  on  setting 
out  "picture  suppers," — this  was  truly  one. 

Mr.  Lamb  oddly  walked  round  the  table,  looking  closely 
at  any  disli  that  struck  his  fancy  before  he  would  decide 
where  to  sit,  telling  Mrs.  Hood  that  he  should  by  that 
means  know  how  to  select  some  dish  that  was  difficult  to 
carve,  and  take  the  trouble  off  her  hands;  accordingly, 
having  jested  in  this  manner,  he  placed  himself  with  great 
deliberation  before  a  lobster-salad,  observing  that  was  the 
thing. 

Mr.  Hood,  with  inexpressible  gravity  in  the  upper  part 
of  his  face,  and  his  mouth  twitching  with  smiles,  sang  his 
own  comic  song  of  "  If  you  go  to  France  be  sure  you  learn 
the  lingo  ;  **  his  pensive  manner  and  feeble  voice  making  it 
doubly  ludicrous. 

Mr.  Lamb,  on  being  pressed  to  sing,  excused  himself  in 
his  own  peculiar  manner,  but  offered  to  pronounce  a  Latin 
eulogium  instead. 

This  was  accepted,  and  he  accordingly  stammered  forth 
a  long  string  of  Latin  words ;  among  which,  as  the  name  of 
Mrs.  Hood  frequently  occurred,  we  ladies  thought  it  in  praise 
of  her. 

The  delivery  of  this  speech  occupied  about  five  minutes. 
On  inquiring  of  a  gentleman  who  sat  next  me  whether 
Mr.  Lamb  was  praising  Mrs.  Hood,  he  informed  me 
that  was  by  no  means  the  case,  the  eulogium  being  on 
the  lobster-salad  I  Thus,  in  the  gayest  of  moods,  pro- 
gressed and  concluded  a  truly  merry  little  social  supper, 
worthy  in  all  respects  of  the  author  of  "Whims  and 
Oddities." 

Then  comes  the  following  letter  from  Lamb  to  Hood* 

*  2Ze  letter  was  addreeaed  ooteide  to  "The  Hoods,"  ete.— T.  H. 
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TuiSDAT,  ISth  September,  1827. 

Dkab  Hood, 

If  I  have  anything  in  my  head  I  will  send  it  to  Mr. 
Watts.  Strictly  speaking,  he  should  have  all  my  albimi 
verses^  but  a  very  intimate  friend  importuned  me  for  the 
trifles,  and  I  believe  I  forgot  Mr.  Watts,  or  lost  sight  at 
the  same  time  of  his  similar  souvenir.  Jamieson  conveyed 
the  farce  from  me  to  Mrs.  0.  Kemble  j  he  will  not  be  in 
town  before  the  27tL 

Give  our  kind  loves  to  all  at  Highgate,  and  tell  them  that 
/we  have  finally  torn    ourselves  outright  away  from  Cole- 
brook,  where  I  had  no  health,  and  are  about  to  domiciliate 
for  good  at  Enfield,  where  I  have  experienced  good. 

*'  Lord,  what  good  honn  do  we  keep ! 
How  quietly  we  deep  !  " 

See  the  rest  in  the  ''  Complete  Angler." 

We  have  got  our  books  into  our  new  house.  I  am  a  dray 
horse  if  I  was  not  ashamed  of  the  indigested  dirty  lumber, 
as  I  toppled  'em  out  of  the  cart,  and  blest  Becky  that  came 
with  'em,  for  her  having  an  unstuffed  brain  with  such 
rubbish.  We  shall  get  in  by  Michael's  mass.  'Twas  with 
some  pain  that  we  were  evulsed  from  Colebrook. 

You  may  find  some  of  our  flesh  sticking  to  the  door-posts. 
To  change  habitations  is  to  die  to  them ;  and  in  my  time 
I  have  died  seven  deaths.  But  I  don't  know  whether  every 
such  change  does  not  bring  with  it  a  rejuvenescence.  'Tis 
an  enterprise,  and  shoves  back  the  sense  of  death's  approxi- 
mating, which,  though  not  terrible  to  me,  is  at  aU  times 
particularly  distasteful.  My  house-deaths  have  g^nei^l^ 
been  periodical^  recurriDg  after  seven  years,  but  t\i\ft\v3JBX.\% 
premature  bjrludftbAt  time.     Cut  oflf  is  tk©  fto^ex  ol  Oo\^ 
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brook  !     The  Middletonian  stream  and  all  its  eohoes  moam. 
Even  minnows  dwindle.     A  parvisjiunt  minimu 

I  fear  to  invite  Mrs.  Hood  to  our  new  mansion,  lest 
she  should  envy  it  and  hate  us.  But  when  we  are  fairly 
in,  I  hope  she  will  come  and  try  it  I  heard  she  and  you 
were  made  uncomfortable  by  some  unworthy  to  be  cared 
for  attacks,  and  have  tried  to  set  up  a  feeble  counteraction 
through  the  "Table  Book"  of  last  Saturday.  Has  it 
not  reached  you,  that  you  are  silent  about  it!  Our  new 
domicile  is  no  msmor-house,  but  new ;  and  externally 
not  inviting,  but  furnished  within  with  every  convenience. 
Capital  new  locks  to  every  door,  capital  grates  in  every 
room,  with  nothing  to  pay  for  incoming,  and  the  rent  £10 
less  than  the  Islington  one.  It  was  built  a  few  years  since 
for  £500  expense  they  tell  me,  and  I  perfectly  believe  it,  and 
I  get  it  for  £35  exclusive  of  moderate  taxes.  It  is  not  our 
intention  to  abandon  Regent  Street  and  West  End  perambu- 
lations (monastic  and  terrible  thought !  )  but  occasionally  to 
breathe  the  fresher  air  of  the  metropolis.  We  shall  put  up 
a  bedroom  or  two  (all  we  want)  for  occasional  ex-rustication, 
where  we  shall  visit,  not  be  visited.  Plays,  too,  will  we  see, 
perhaps  our  own,  Urban  Sylvani,  and  Sylvanus  Urbanuses  in 
turns.  Courtiers  for  a  sport,  then  philosophers,  old  homely 
tcll-truths,  and  leam-tniths  in  the  virtuous  shades  of  Enfield 
Liars  again,  and  mocking  gibers  in  the  coffee-houses  and 
resorts  of  London.  And  can  a  mortal  desire  more  for  his 
biparted  nature  ? 

**  0,  the  curds  and  cream  jon  shall  eat  with  us  here  I 
0,  the  turtle-soup  and  lobeter-salads  we  shall  devour  with  jou.  there, 
0,  the  old  books  we  shall  peruse  here ! 
0,  the  new  nonsense  we  shall  trifle  over  there  ! 
0,  Sir  T.  Browne  !  here  ! 
0,  Mr.  Hood,  and  Mr.  Jerdan  there  ! 
TbJDe,  a  (Urbuiua)  h.  (Bjlwtxija)  (IS^  kEoDboV* 
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My  fiither*B  '^  Literary  ReminiBoenoei^*'  in  "  Hood's  Own, 
are  almost  the  aole  memorials  left  of  his  aoquaintanoe  with  a]l 
those,  who  form  such  a  brilliant  list  in  Mr.  Hessey's  letter,* 
But  few  now  survive,  nor  are  there  any  written  memoranda 
upon  which  to  found  any  chronicle  of  that  period  :  living  s> 
near,  and  being  on  such  intimate  terms  with  many  of  them, 
was  almost  sufficient  reason  that  but  few  letters  remain  to 
throw  any  light  on  the  subject  Had  they  lived  in  the  time 
of  the  penny  post^  there  would  probably  have  been  a  goodly 
collection  of  "notelets"  or  "chits,**  but  in  those  days  of 
heavy  postage,  a  letter  was  a  more  serious  undertaking. 

In  1826  appeared  the  first  series  of  ^  Whims  and  Oddi- 
ties,** which  had  a  veiy  good  sale. 

This  first  series  took  so  well  with  the  public,  that  a  second 
edition  followed, — and  some  time  afterwards,  in  1827,  a 
second  series  appeared,  dedicated  to  Sir  Walter  Scott.  This 
was  followed  by  two  volumes  of  ^  National  Tales,**  a  series  of 


*  One  of  tliem— Wainwri^t— in  the  7th  rd.  of  "  The  Lmdon  "  (1S2.3> 
eritidflee  my  father's  bent  and  style  with  such  an  accnrat^  perception  of 
them,  as  to  forestal  all  later  critics.  My  father  wrote  occaaonally  ul  Icr 
the  name  of  Theodore  M ^. 

"Young  TmeonoKi  I  young  in  years,  not  in  power  t    Onr  new  Orid  ! — 
only  more  imaginatiTe  ! — ^Painter  to  the  risible  eye— and  the  inward ; — 
oommiztiire  of  what  the  superficial  deem,  incongmons  elements ! — Instnic- 
tire  liring  proof  how  close  lie  the  foonts  of  lau^ter  and  tears  !    IT.ca 
fermenting  brain— opprcased,  as  yet,  by  its  own  riches.  Though  melaLchoI/ 
woold  seem  to  hare  tooched  thy  heart  with  her  painful  (salutary;  kind, 
yet  is  thy  fancy  mercurial — undepressed ; — and  sparkles  and  crackles  more 
from  the  contact — as  the  northern  li^ts  when  they  near  the  frozen  pole. 
How!  is  the  fit  not  on  f    Still  is  ' Lycns '  withoot  mate  ! — Who  can  mate 
him  bnt  thyself  f  Let  not  the  shallow  induce  thee  to  conceal  this  thy  de^^th. 
♦  ♦   •   •      As  for  thy  word  gambols,  thy  humour,  thy  fantastica,  thy 
coriously-eonoexted  perceptions  of  similarity,  in  di«nmilaritT,  of  ooherents  in 
ineoberenta,  they  are  brilliantly  snare,  innocuously  exhilarating ; — but  not 
a  step  farther  if  thou  lorest  thy  proper  peace !  Bead  the  fine  ol  the  tVe^^iAb^ 

and  the  whaie  of  the  twelfth  ebMpter  ol  *  Tristram  Sbandy  ;*  «ji4\MS\cM(^% 
tbtm,  dmr  Tbeodon  !  " 
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stories,  or  rather  novelettes,  somewhat  in  the  manner  of 
Boccaccio.  These  are  now  utterly  out  of  print :  they  were 
published  by  Mr.  W.  H.  Ainsworth,  then  living  in  Bond 
Street. 

The  "  Plea  of  the  Midsummer  Fairies,''  a  very  favourite 
poem  of  his,  appeared  in  1827,  but  it  did  not  exactly  suit 
the  public  taste,  and  many  copies  remained  unsold  on 
the  publisher's  shelf  My  father  afterwards  bought  up  the 
remainder  of  the  edition,  as  he  said  himself  to  save  it  from 
the  butter  shops. 

In  the  winter  of  1827-28,  my  father  had  a  veiy  severe 
attack  of  rheumatic  fever,  and  on  his  partial  recovery  he  was 
ordered  to  Brighton  to  recruit  his  strength.  Sea  air  always 
produced  a  beneficial  effect  on  his  health  ;  and  for  many  years 
he  was  in  the  habit  of  visiting  Brighton,  or  his  favourite 
haunt,  Hastings,  for  a  few  weeks. 

At  the  time  I  mention  he  was  so  weak  as  to  be  obliged  to 
be  lifted  into  the  coach  at  starting,  but  the  next  day 
refreshed  by  the  first  breath  of  the  bracing  air,  he  was 
almost  himself.  At  breakfast  he  offered  to  give  my  mothec 
a  few  hints  ou  buying  fish,  adducing  his  own  superior  expe« 
rience  of  the  sea,  as  a  reason  for  informing  her  ignorance  as  a 
young  housekeeper.  "  Above  all  things,  Jane,"  said  he,  "  as 
they  will  endeavour  to  impose  upon  yomr  inexperience,  let 
nothing  induce  you  to  buy  a  plaice  that  has  any  appearance 
of  red  or  orange  spots,  as  they  are  sure  signs  of  an  advanced 
stage  of  decomposition."  My  mother  promised  faithful  com- 
pliance in  the  innocence  of  her  heart,  and  accordingly  when 
the  fishwoman  came  to  the  door,  she  descended  to  show  off 
her  newly  acquired  information.  As  it  happened,  the  woman 
had  very  little  except  plaice,  and  these  she  turned  over  and 
over^  praising  their  size  and  freshness.  But  the  obnoxious 
-nw/  Bpota  on  every  one  of  them  still  greeted  my  mother's 


I 
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dissatisfied  eyes.  On  her  hintlDg  a  doubt  of  their  freshness, 
she  was  met  by  the  assertion  that  they  were  not  long  out  of 
the  water,  having  been  caught  that  morning.  This  shook 
my  mother  s  doubts  for  a  moment,  but  remembering  my 
father^s  portrayal  ot  the  Brighton  fishwomen's  iniquitous 
fEdsehoods,  she  gravely  shook  her  head,  and  mildly  observed, 
in  all  the  pride  of  conscious  knowledge,  ^  My  good  woman,  it 
may  be  as  you  say,  but  I.  could  not  think  of  buying  any 
plaice  with  those  very  unpleasant  red  spots  !*'  The  woman's 
answer  was  a  perfect  shout.  "  Lord  bless  your  eyes,  Mum  ! 
who  ever  seed  any  without  'em  f " 

A  suppressed  giggle  on  the  stairs  revealed  the  perpetrator 
of  the  joke,  and  my  father  rushed  off  in  a  perfect  ecstasy 
of  laughter,  leaving  my  poor  discomfited  mother  to  appease 
the  angry  sea-nymph  as  she  ooidd.  This  was  a  standing 
joke  for  many  years,  in  common  with  the  story  of  the 
pudding,  which  will  appear  hereafter. 

He  enjoyed  pla3ring  off  little  harmless  jokes  on  my  mother 
as  before  mentioned,  who  on  her  part  bore  them  with  the 
sweetest  temper,  joining  in  the  laugh  against  herself  after- 
wards with  great  good  humour.  She  was  a  capital  subject 
for  his  fim,  for  her  implicit  belief  and  faith  in  him  never 
wavered,  in  spite  of  incessant  tricks  and  continual  assail- 
ments.  She  vowed  seriously  each  time  she  discovered  the 
deception,  not  to  be  deluded  again,  and  seriously  walked 
into  the  next  trap  !  In  his  eyes  her  innocent  face  of  wonder 
and  amaze  added  greatly  to  the  zest*of  the  joke.  Mrs. 
Balmanno  says  on  this  subject : — '*  Sometimes,  perhaps, 
the  jest  was  pointed  a  little  too  heavily,  but  never  did  the 
sweet  face  or  gentle  voice  of  Mrs.  Hood  betray  anything 
like  doud  or  exasperation  even  when  put  to  tests  that 
would  have  proved  eminently  trying  to  the  femsile  'j^Mi^Xi'^ 
afnumy  modem  Griaeldas  I  *' 
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Mj  fothei'B  attAchment  to  tfae  sea,  as  I  remarked  before, 
was  very  great,  aod  be  seized  every  opportunity  of  getting 


within  reach  of  it.*  Ue  was  much  amused  when  one  of 
his  contemporaries,  in  a  little  eketch  of  his  life,  gravely 
asserted  that  he  was  destined  for  the  sea,  but  would  not 
carry  out  the  intention,  owing  to  his  dislike  of  the  great 
ocean.  The  only  ground  he  could  imagine  there  was  for 
this  assertion  was,  that  in  one  of  the  coraica  he  wrote  a 
aort  of  burlesque  account  of  first  going  to  am,  with  all 
its  attendant  horrors,  to  a  landsman,  of  storm  and  eicknessL 
But  this  I  need  hardly  say  was  under  a  fiotitioua  character, 
and  quite  the  reverse  of  his  own  opinions.  Although  his 
life  had  twice  been  in  danger  owing  to  it,  yet  hia  love  and 
relish  for  the  sea  and  all  belonging  to  it  partook  almost  of 
yearning  affection,  which  he  has  so  heautifoUy  expressed 
in  a  sonnet  published  in  the  last  collection  of  poems,  com- 
mencing— 

"  Bbail  I  rettnka  thM,  Omu,  nj  old  Ion  T " 


*  Thir  eat  waM  one  ot  mtsibI  iketcbca  dimirn  bj  my  fktfa«'  to  tMch  his 
»^«  t^BMoia^  ±c.,  of  tie  dilTenai  cntt  at  HMtingi.— T.  B. 
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'Hie  allugion  here  Ib  to  the  fearful  storm  he  encountered 
in  after  years,  when  crossing  to  Rotterdam.  But  his  first 
peril  was  of  a  different  kind,  as  I  remember  hearing  the 
£torj  from  his  own  lips.  It  occurred  before  his  marriage, 
but  in  what  year  I  cannot  ascertain.  He  was  in  the  habit 
of  going  frequently  to  Hastings,  and  there  he  ei\joyed 
boating  to  his  heart's  content,  accompanied  by  his  favourite 
old  boatman  Tom  Woodgate,  whom  he  commemorated  in 
a  sea-side  sketch.  At  this  particular  time  my  father  had 
just  recovered  from  a  severe  iUness,  and  after  a  few  days' 
stay  at  Hastings,  he  fancied  a  bathe  in  the  open  sea  would 
do  him  good.  He  had  often  bathed  so  before ;  and  being 
a  good  swimmer  he  used  to  go  out  in  the  boat  some  way 
from  shore,  and  then  undress  and  plunge  in.  This  he 
accordingly  did,  being  still  weak,  and  when  ha  came  up 
from  his  first  plimge  he  found  himself  under  the  boat. 
Knowing  the  full  extent  of  his  danger,  he  exerted  all  his 
remaining  strength  and  dived  again,  when  he  succeeded  in 
coming  up  at  some  distance  from  the  boat  He  said  he  saw 
water,  '*  like  a  bubble  "  getting  lighter  above  him ;  he  could 
only  compare  it  to  the  often  described  feelings  of  persons 
rescued  from  drowning,  when  the  events  of  all  their  past 
life  seem  to  flash  before  them  in  a  moment.  He  was  so 
utterly  exhausted  when  he  came  up  that  he  could  scarcely 
support  himself  till  the  boat  reached  him.  The  boatman 
told  him  afterwards  he  was  dreadfully  frightened,  for  al- 
though the  whole  occurrence  took  place  in  perhaps  less 
time  than  it  takes  to  describe  it,  the  interval  was  quite 
loDg  enough  for  his  experience  to  tell  him  that  something 
was  wrong.  Great  was  his  relief  to  see  my  father  come  up 
at  a  little  distance,  and  lustily  did  he  pull  to  his  help. 
He  owned  that  he  was  speculating  how  lie  V!aa  e^ex  \.q  ^q 
back  to  Hastings  with  the  clothes  and  watcVi,  aa  fen  '^wii^ 
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have  believed  his  story.  Fortunately  this  tragical  end  waa 
averted,  but  it  was  a  warning  to  my  father  ever  after.  He 
perfectly  understood  the  management  of  a  boat,  and  would 
often  take  the  helm,  but  he  never  attempted  bathing  in  the 
open  sea  again. 

During  one  of  his  visits  to  Brighton  my  f&ther  made 
acquaintance  with  an  old  lieutenant  in  the  Coast  Guard, 
a  great  oddity,  who  iised  to  drop  in  of  an  evening  for  a 
quiet  rubber.  From  him  my  father  learned  a  curious  song ; 
about  the  only  one  he  was  ever  known  to  sing,  and  quaint 
and  characteristic  enough  it  was.  I  give  all  the  verses  I 
have  been  able  to  recover. 

**  Up  jumped  the  mackerel. 

With  his  striped  back, — 
SajB  he  '  Beef  in  the  mains'!,  and  haul  on  the  tack, 

For  it's  windy  weather, 

It's  stormy  weather, 
And  when  the  wind  blows  pipe  all  hands  together— 
For,  upon  my  word,  it  is  windy  weather  ! 

'*  Up  jumped  the  cod. 
With  his  chuckle  head, — 
And  jumped  to  the  mainbrace  to  heave  at  the  lead. 
For  it's  windy  weather,  etc 

'*  Up  jumped  the  flounder. 
That  swims  by  the  ground, — 
Crying,  'damme,  old  chucklehead  mind  how  you  sound,* 
For  it's  windy  weather,  etc" 

The  verses,  almost  as  numerous  as  the  fishes  in  the  sea, 
wound  up  with  the  following, 

*^  Up  leapt  the  whale. 
The  biggest  of  all, — 
Crjing  out,  *  maintop-gallant  sheet  why  don't  you  haul  f ' 
For  H'b  windy  weather,  etc" 
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Now  my  father,  ottriously  enough,  with  the  most  delicate 
perception  of  the  rhythm  and  melody  of  Tersifying,  and 
the  most  acute  instinct  for  any  jarring  syllable  or  word,  and 
peculiarly  happy  in  the  musical  cadence  of  his  own  poetry, 
had  yet  not  the  slightest  ear  for  musia  He  could  not  sing 
a  tune  through  correctly,  and  was  rather  amused  by  the 
defect  than  otherwise,  especially  when  a  phrenologist  once 
told  him  his  organs  of  time  and  tune  were  very  deficient* 
My  father  used  to  say  on  the  very  rare  occasions  on  which 
he  was  ever  known  to  sing,  that  he  chose  this  particular 
song  because  when  he  was  out  of  tune  no  one  could 
detect  him,  especially  as  he  made  a  point  of  refusing  all 
encores/ 

During  his  residence  at  Brighton  on  this  occasion,  the 
following  two  letters  were  written  to  Mr.  Balmanno,  and 
the  third  to  Sir  Thomas  Lawrence.  These  are  quoted  from 
Mrs.  Balmanno's  book,  "  Pen  and  Pencil,*'  nsuned  before. 

25,  Enra's  Road,  Brighton, 

March  2Ut,  1828. 

My  dear  Friend, 

We  got  down  here  safe,  but  heartily  tired — I  think 
Jane  the  most  fatigued  of  the  two— and  took  up  our 
quarters  for  the  night  at  the  Norfolk.  The  next  morning, 
to  my  own  astonishment  and  my  wife's,  I  got  out  and 
walked  about  a   mile   on  the   shihgles,  partly  against    a 


*  Sereral  people  obseired  this  in  him,  and  one,  who  'was  just  safe-landed 
from  a  rhapsody  on  music,  in  which  he  had  indulged  before  my  father, 
who  didn't  sympathise,  said — "Ah,  you  know,  you  've  no  musical  enthu- 
giAsm — ^you  don't  know  what  it  is  ! "  It  was  a  dangerous  thing  to  snub 
my  father,  for  he  generally  gare  as  good  as  he  took.  In  thiB  instance  he 
■aid — "Oh,  yes,  I  do  know  it — ^it's  like  turtle  soup — ^foT  vtfsr^  ^^^^  ^ 
real,  jon  meet  with  galloDB  of  mock,  with  calres*  heads  in  -pio^i^XQiiiV"— 
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strong  wind  which  now  and  then  had  the  best  of  me. 
Here  we  are  now  settled  in  a  nice  lirelj  lodging — the  sea 
frothing  about  twenty  yards  in  front,  and  our  iide  window 
looking  down  the  road  westward,  and  along  the  beach, 
where  at  about  100  yards  lies  the  wreck  of  a  poor  sloop, 
that  came  ashore  the  night  we  arrived — ^nobody  lost  She 
looks  somewhat  like  the  ''  atomies "  in  Surgeons'  Hall,  with 
her  bare  ribs  and  backbones,  and  the  waves  come  and  spit 
at  her  with  incurable  spite.  We  have  had  one  warm 
beautiful  day  quite  like  smnmer,  with  flies  (the  hack  flies,) 
all  about  too  ;  but  to-day  is  cold — squally  with  ndn.  The 
efifcct  of  the  sea  upon  me  is  almost  incredible.  I  have 
found  some  strength  and  much  appetite  already,  though 
I  have  bat  sniffed  the  brine  a  single  time.  The  warm  bath 
has  removed  all  my  stiffness — an  effect  I  anticipated  from 
something  that  occurred  in  the  coach.  The  approach  to 
the  coast,  even  at  half  way,  had  such  an  effect  on  the  daret 
jelly*  that  it  took  away  all  its  itifness,  and  let  it  loose  in 
Mrs.  Hood^s  bag.  The  "  regal  purple  stream  *'  has  caused 
some  odd  results.  Made  my  watch  a  stop  watch  by  gum- 
ming up  the  works,  glued  Jane's  pocket-book  together  ;  and 
fuddled  a  letter  to  Dr.  Yates  in  such  a  style  that  I  am 
ashamed  to  deliver  it.  Pray  don't  let  Mrs.  Balmanno  take 
any  reproach  to  herself  for  the  misconduet  of  her  jelly ;  I 
suspect  it  was  so  glad  to  set  off  it  did  not  know  whether  it 
stood  on  its  head  or  its  heels.  I  rather  think  it  was  placed 
for  safety  bottom  upwards  ;  I  forgot  to  say  that  the  jelly 
got  into  Jane's  purse  and  made  all  the  money  stick  to  it,  an 
effect  I  shan't  object  to,  if  it  prove  permanent.  Jane  is 
delighted  with  Brighton,  and  wishes  we  could  live  there, 
regretting  almost  that  I  am  not  a  boatman  instead  of  an 

*  A  praMni  from  ICn.  Btknaxmo. 
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author.  Perhaps  when  my  pen  breaks  down  I  may  reth-e 
here  and  set  up  a  circulating  library,  like  Horace  Smith ;  * 
I  shall  deliver  your  credentials  to  that  gentleman  to- 
morrow. 

So  far  was  written  yesterday.  I  got  up  to-day,  ate  a 
monstrous  breakfast  and  took  a  walk,  but  could  not  fetch 
up  Horace  Smith's,  for  I  set  out  along  the  beach,  which 
being  zhingle  the  fatigue  was  dovJble,  As  yet  I  don't  think 
I  have  any  ankles.  I  don't  bore  myself  yet  with  writing 
(don't  tell  Yates  this  I),  but  amuse  myself  with  watching  the 
waves,  or  a  seagull,  or  the  progress  of  a  fishing  boat — matters 
trifling  enough,  but  they  afford  speculation  seemingly  to  a 
score  old  smocked,  glazed  hatted,  blue  breeched  boatmen 
or  fishermen  before  my  windows,  and  why  not  to  me  f 
There  is  great  pleasure  in  letting  a  busy  restless  mind  lie 
faUow  a  little,  and  mine  takes  to  its  idleness  very  com- 
placently. Jane  murmurs  and  wants  books,  (scandal !)  her 
mind  is  so  used  to  be  idle  it  requires  a  change.  She  takes 
to  her  victuals  as  well  as  I  do,  and  has  iuch  a  colour,  par- 
ticularly on  her  chin  !  Here  is  a  look  out  of  our  window,t 
raging  main  and  all, — Jane  made  me  draw  it  in  my 
best  style  for  your  satisfaction.  I  leave  to  her  the  flaps  to 
write  upon,  and  subscribe  myself  with  very  best  regards  to 
Mrs.  Balmanno  and  yourself,  my  dear  friend. 

Yours  very  truly, 

Thomas  Hood. 

BsiOSTOV, 

24a  Mwrck,  1828. 
Many  thanks,  my  dear   Balmanno,  for  your  very 
welcome  letter— a  treat  even  when  letters  are  numerous,  for 

*  This  •Undet  to  Mr.  Smith's  nmneroof  pnUieaiioiii. 
t  Heore,  in  the  origiiuJ,  is  «  dmwing  ei  %  largo  French  wmdow  tf^n&i^ 
Ml  %  laifOBJ',  93^  A  riew  of  the  mi. 
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almost  every  house  has  a  bill  on  the  window.  Along  with 
yours  came  a  lot  of  others,  like  an  Archangel  mail  just 
thatffed,  and  they  served  veiy  much  to  relish  my  breakfast 
"  Literary  Gazette/'  too,  was  a  godsend,  particularly  as  we 
afterwards  exchanged  it,  or  the  reading  of  it,  for  the  perusal 
of  the  ''Times,*'  with  our  fellow-lodger.  I  had  among 
the  rest  an  epistle  from  W.  Cooke,  and  one  from  Acker- 
man  recommending  me  to  try  Mahomet's  vapour-baths 
here — that  C.  C.  certainly  put  him  up  to  it.  But  I  trust 
I  know  better  than  to  trust  my  carcase  to  the  infidel  I 
might  get  into  his  hot  well  and  come  out  a  mtude  man  ? 
The  hot  brine  of  the  Artillery  Baths  (so  called,  I  suppose, 
because  they  heat  water  for  Perkins  and  his  steam-guns)  has 
done  more  good  for  me ;  taken  the  stiffuess  out  of  my  limbs, 
but  my  ankles  still  suffer  from  a  very  strong  weakneu. 
Thank  God,  I  have  found  out  that  I  have  a  stomach ;  from 
the  former  state  of  my  appetite,  I  seem  now  to  have  ihreey 
like  a  camel ;  and  when  the  loaf  comes  up  I  take  off  a  very 
large  impression.  For  example,  I  have  eaten  to-day  for 
dinner,  a  turbot,  a  tart,  and  a  tough  old  fowl,  that  nothing 
but  a  coast  appetite  would  venture  on.  But  on  the  beach 
you  may  munch  anything,  even  an  old  superannuated  fisher- 
man. I  called  on  Horace  Smith  yesterday,  but  he  was  out ; 
to-day  I  have  had  better  luck,  though  he  was  out  still,  for 
we  met  at  his  door,  and  I  gave  him  your  letter  on  the  steps. 
I  was  delighted  with  him  and  with  her.  He  was  all  that 
is  kind  and  gentlemanly,  and  I  shall  break  through  my 
resolution  and  take  a  family  dinner  with  them,  though  I  had 
vowed  to  accept  no  such  invitations.  I  hope  that  he  and  I 
are  to  be  quite  thick  ere  I  leave,  if  such  a  stick  as  I  may  be 
thick  with  anyone.  Mrs.  Smith  is  an  invalid  on  the  sofa^ 
and  she  and  I  regard  each  other,  I  believe,  with  fellow  in* 
terest  on  tba^  account ;   I  waa  taken  with  her  veiy  much, 
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and  with  the  little  girl  too,  who  seems  destined  to  make 
hearts  ache  hereafter.  She  has  all  the  blossom  of  a  beauty 
about  her.  There  were  some  grown-up  Misses  making  a 
call,  so  that  we  had  not  our  visit  all  to  ourselyes,  but  Smith 
and  I  contrived  to  gossip ;  he  calls  here  to-morrow.  I 
should  have  liked  to  make  one  at  G.'s.  Tour  account  of  it 
is  very  amusing.  Tour  meeting  with  Reynolds  pleases  me 
much,  and  your  liking  of  him,  which  I  find  is  reciprocated  on 
his  part  I  trust  you  will  sometimes  meet  in  Robert  Street, 
if  there  still  be  such  a  place.  We  are  to  be  up  at  the  6. 
Square  party,  or  rather  I  am  to  be  up  to  everything  on 
Thursday,  and  we  shaU  meet  in  the  evening  of  that  day. 
Don't  you  think  a  crowded  assembly  may  have  the  effect  of 
9i  hot  air  bath  f  But  the  real  thing  is  Brighton.  C.  C.  did 
not  give  it  a  fair  trial,  he  was  only  sham-shtimpooed,  and 
dived  not  into  the  bath,  but  the  bathos.  The  fact  is  he 
mistakes  his  complaint;  he  keeps  his  room  and  calls  it 
roomatism ;  no  man  who  pretends  to  such  an  affliction 
should  lay  claim  to  "  Fairy  Z^^-ends."  I  am  much  amused 
with  a  squad  of  mer-men  before  the  window ;  I  observe  they 
never  walk  more  than  eight  paces  on  end — and  then  "  bock 
agin,**  all  things  by  turns,  and  nothing  long.  They  seem 
like  old  duellists,  so  accustomed  to  that  measure  of  ground 
that  they  can't  help  it.  To-day  has  been  beautifully  fine  ; 
sunshine  and  a  firesh  breeze ;  luckily  all  the  winds  have  been 
finom  south  and  west — great  points  in  my  favour,  and  quite 
**  equal  to  bespoke."  I  watch  over  the  expanses,  and  gaze 
over  the  expenses,  so  that  I  am  more  careless  than  cureless, 
and  enjoy  myself  as  though  there  were  no  Jilts  in  being.  I 
hear  the  waves  constantly  like  "  woodpeckers  tapping "  the 
hoUow  beach.  Jane  says  there  is  something:  solemn  and 
religious  in  its  music^  and  to  be  sure,  the  sea  \a  l\i^  Pioltcr 


eka0Dt    Beadee  my  warm  baths,  in  hobbldxig  ^oti%  ^^ 
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beach,  a  great  surge  gave  me  an  extempore /oam-entation  of 

the  feet  and  ankles,  so  that  I  have  tried  a  cold  bath  alsa 

But  we  have  not  had  any  Elizabethan  sea,  that  is  in  the  ruff 

state,  though  we  have  violently  desired  to  see  a  stonn,  and  a 

wreck,  a  pleasure  admirably  described  by  Luoretias — 

"  Tib  Bweet  to  stand  by  good  diy  land  lorrouBded, 
And  see  a  dozen  of  poor  seamen  drownded  !  *' 

In  the  meanwhile  Jane  has  picked  up  three  oystershells  and 
a  drowned  nettle  as  marine  curiosities,  also  a  jelly  fish,  but 
she  fears  it  will  melt  in  her  bag,  and  spoil  more  watches. 
She  enjoys  everything  akin  to  the  sea,  even  our  old  nwrten 
curtains,  and  swears  that  Ossian's  poems  are  nothing  to 
Ocean*  8.  She  is  only  astonished  to  find  zkttfp  in  the  Dovnu 
instead  of  ships.  With  great  labour  I  have  taught  her  to 
know  a  sloop  from  a  frigate,  but  she  still  calls  masts  nuuib/ 
Pray  tell  Mrs.  R  that  Mrs.  H.  will  write  to  her  to-morrow, 
if  the  tide  comes  in — it  is  at  present  low  water  with  her 
ideas.  The  fact  is  she  gets  fat  and  idU,  but  she  always  was 
icfo^ized.  The  "  Fairy  Legends,"  she  has  perused,  borrowed  of 
Moxon,  but  pray  don't  send  her  any  books  here,  as  it  will  be 
mere  kindness  thrown  away.  I  have  offered  to  get  her 
'^  Whims  and  Oddities'*  at  the  library  here,  but  she  says  she 
wishes  for  something  lighter  and  newer.  She  has  over-fed 
herself  like  the  bullfinch,  and  I  am  persuaded  can't  read. 
Pray  give  my  kind  regards  to  Mrs.  Balmanno,  with  my  best 
thanks  for  all  her  good  wishes,  though  she  may  suffer  by 
the  fulfilment,  as  I  am  regaining  my  impertinence.  The 
tide  is  coming  in,  and  the  post  going  out,  so  I  must  shorten 
sail.  It  is  lucky  for  you  we  stay  but  a  week,  or  you  would 
find  our  poii  quite  an  impost  Thanks  for  the  /ran^ess  of 
yours  ;  we  don't  hold  them  cheaply  notwithstanding. 
I  am,  my  dear  Balmanno,  yours  very  sincerely. 
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Briqhton,  Novemfyer  16(^  1828. 

Mt  dbar  Sib, 

There  are  some  sketches  of  Brighton  (m  Cooke's 
copper),  and  I  have  undertaken  to  scribble  some  notes  on  the 
mai^in  of  the  sea.  To  this  end  I  am  enjoying  the  breezes 
which  I  inh-oZtf  like  a  see^nder,  looking  over  a  prospect  that 
in  its  calm,  reminds  me  of  a  sea  peace  by  Yandervelde,  and 
in  its  shingles  of  Beechy,  It  is  now  like  royal  Bessie  in 
its  rough;  and  the  wind,  that  great  raUer  of  waves,  is 
accompanied  by  a  suitable  lather  on  Neptune's  face.  It  is 
besides  high  water,  or  more  properly  high  waiter,  for  the  tide 
9erve9  at  the  Bar^  and  there  is  a  great  influx  of  the  weeds 
that  grow  in  "  the  Garden  of  the  Gull,"  i. «.,  Sea  Gull  Afar 
off,  a  lonely  vessel  is  tumbling  about,  and  observe  there  the 
goodness  of  Providence,  that  the  rougher  the  storm,  the 
better  the  vessel  is  pitched,  while  here  and  there  in  the  fore- 
ground may  be  seen  what  Moli^re  with  his  French  inversion 
would  call  a  tar-tough.  The  skeleton  of  a  lost  brig,  like  the 
bones  of  a  sea  monster,  lies  at  the  extreme  left  I  am  told, 
by  the  Brighton  people,  that  ship  disasters  are  not  un- 
common here ;  they  have  often  had  Georgius  Rex,  You  will 
understand,  my  dear  sir,  from  this  sample,  that  my  guide 
will  be  unserious  chiefly ;  but  I  contemplate  a  graver  de- 
scription of  the  Pavilion,  provided  I  can  gain  entrance  to 
the  interior,  which  I  understand  is  more  difficult  than  afore- 
timesL  In  a  conversation  with  Mr.  Balmanno,  it  occurred  to 
me,  however,  that  you  could  put  me  in  the  way,  for  I  do  not 
even  know  the  proper  quarter  to  apply  to  amongst  the 
Chain  Fiers,  but,  of  course,  not  Captain  Brown's.  I  have 
spent  some  time  in  making  up  my  mind  to  trouble  you  on 
this  mbject  or  head,  conaidering  how  many  \)ettei  OTi<^% 
engage  yoiL    But  ptaj  inme  some  excuse  for  my  iioe^om^ 
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which  originates  in  my  relianoe  on  jour  kindly  feeling  to- 
wards me.  I  have  no  doubt  but  that  you  can  at  any  rate 
direct  me  how  to  get  accessy  and  even  that  will  QCQeuwdy 
oblige,  my  dear  sir. 

Tours  very  respectfully, 

Thoicab  Hood. 

Sir  ThomM  Lanrenoe,  P.&.A.,  Ao.,  Ao.,  Ao. 

''Eugene  Aram's  Dream"  first  appeared  in  an  Annual 
called  the  "  Gem  "  *  of  which  in  the  year  1829  my  father  was 
editor ;  it  was  afterwards  republished  in  a  separate  form,  with 
drawings  by  W.  Harvey,  an  old  and  intimate  friend  of  his. 

In  1829  he  left  London  for  Winchmore  Hill,  where  he 
took  a  very  pretty  cottage  situated  in  a  pleasant  garden.  He 
was  very  much  attached  to  it,  and  many  years  afterwards  I 
have  known  him  point  out  some  fancied  resemblance  in  other 
places,  and  say  to  my  mother,  "  Jenny,  that's  very  like  Winch- 
more  ! "  It  is  a  pretty  neighbourhood,  even  now  when  the 
great  metropolis  has  encroached  far  on  the  "  Green  Lanes  " 
— in  those  days  it  was  voted  quite  in  the  coimtry. 

An  amusing  incident  took  place  during  their  removal  from 
town.  A  large  hamper  of  china  and  glass  had  arrived  from 
town  by  the  carrier  one  morning,  and  the  contents  being  un- 
packed were  placed,  pro  tempore^  on  a  dresser  in  the  china 
closet  This  wooden  shelf  had  been  only  newly  mortared 
into  the  wall,  and  when  all  this  weight  was  put  on  it,  of 
course  it  came  down  with  an  alarming  crash !  My  father, 
who  was  within  hearing,  soon  came  to  the  scene  of  action,  or 
rather  fraction,  and  after  coolly  surveying  the  damage,  very 
quietly  sent  the  maid  to  her  mistress  with  the  message  that 

'  It  was  cbieSy  iUnatnted  bj  the  Iftte  Abraliam  Oooptr,  tad  had  th«r»- 
yotv  jMiier  mon  than  it§  share  of  hmneB  »ad  doQk 
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^  the  diina  which  came  up  in  the  morning,  had  come  down  in 
the  CTening !  "  This,  to  his  great  amusement,  brought  my 
mother,  in  a  state  of  utter  mystification,  to  the  scene  of  the 
catastrophe.  They  were,  howerer,  both  very  cheerful  people, 
and  the  breakage  (no  light  one),  was  borne  with  tolerable 
philosophy  on  both  sidea 

At  Winchmore  Hill,  my  father  must  have  resided  about 
three  years,  and  here,  in  1830, 1  was  bom.  In  the  Christmas  of 
the  same  year,  the  first  "  Comic  Annual "  appeared,  dedicated 
to  Sir  Francis  Freeling.  A  copy  of  this  first  volume  was,  I 
belieTCy  sent  to  the  late  Duke  of  Devonshire,  and  this  I 
imagine  was  my  father's  first  introductibn  to  him,  as  I  find 
his  Grace's  letter  of  thanks  for  it,  dated  February  8tb, 
1831. 

London. 

Sib, 

Accept  my  best  thanks  for  the  beautiful  copies  of 
the  "  Comic  Annual,"  which  I  have  had  the  pleasure  of  re- 
ceiving from  you  ;  you  could  not  have  selected  a  person  \\  li« 
has  enjoyed  more  the  perusal  of  your  works, 

I  am    almost    afraid  of  making  the   foUowiug   re()ue.>i 
but  perhaps  it  may  be   as   amusing  as  it  must  be  eatsN 
to  you  to  comply  with  it,  in  which  case  alone  I   beg  you 
to  do  it. 

It  is  necessary  to  construct  a  door  of  sham  books,  for  the 
entrance  of  a  Hbrary  staircase  at  Chatsworth  :  your  assist- 
ance in  giving  me  inscriptions  for  these  unreal  folios,  quartos^ 
and  12mo8,  is  what  I  now  ask. 

One  is  tired  of  the  "  Plain  Dealings,"  "  Essays  on  Wood," 
and  ''Perpetual  Motion"  on  such  doors, — on  one  I  have 
seen  the  names  of  ''  Don  Quixote's  Library,"  and  on  othftt^ 
impoflaibilitiei^  auch  ae  "Virgilu  Odaria," — ''HexoAoW^o^ 
mj^-'— "JT/TOiif  8emoDa,"—Jgc.,  ^  ;  bxit  from  -jwjl  \ 
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venture  to  hope  for  more  attractive  titles — at  your  perfect 
leisure  and  convenience.  I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Sir,  with 
many  excuses, 

Your  Binoere  humble  servant, 

DSVONSHIRS. 

In  accordance  with  this  request  my  flEither,  in  April,  sent 
the  following  list  of  titles  : — 

TITLBS  FOR  THB  LIBRABT  DOOB,  CHATSWORTH. 

On  the  Lring  Amo  in  Consumption.    Bj  D.  Oline. 

Dante's  Inferno,  or  Description  of  Van  Demon's  Land. 

The  Racing  Calendar,  with  the  Eclipses  for  1831. 

Ye  DeyiU  on  Two  Styx  (Black  lettei).     2  Vols. 

On  Cutting  off  Heirs  with  a  Shilling.     By  Barber  Beanmoni 

Percy  Vere.     In  40  yolmnes. 

Qalerie  des  Grands  Tableaux  par  les  Petits  Maltres. 

On  the  Affinity  of  the  Death  Watch  and  Sheep  Tick. 

Lamb's  Recollections  of  Suett 

Lamb  on  the  Death  of  Wolfe. 

The  ffopiiciajL     By  Lord  Famham. 

Tadpoles ;  or  Tales  out  of  my  own  Head. 

On  the  Connection  of  the  Riyer  Oder  and  the  Rirer  WezeL 

Malthus'  Attack  of  Infantry. 

McAdam's  Views  in  Rhodes. 

Spenser,  with  Chaucer's  Tales. 

Autographia;  or  Man's  Nature,  known  by  his  Sig-nature. 

Manfredi.     Translated  by  Defoe. 

Earl  Grey  on  Early  Rising. 

Plurality  of  Liyings,  with  Regard  to  the  Common  Cat 

The  Life  of  Smmermann.     By  TTima^lf 

On  the  Quadrature  of  the  Circle ;  or  Squaring  in  the  Ring.     By  J. 
Mendoza. 

Gall's  Sculler's  Fares. 

Bish's  Retreat  of  the  Ten  Thousand. 

Dibdin's  Cream  of  Tar — . 

Cbnuuv  oa  Longerity  and  the  Constnietioii  of  74'i. 
J'ampeu;  orMemoin  of  tk  Black  Footman.    By  Kr  TR.  (WCL 
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Pygmalion.     Bj  Lord  Bacon. 
Macintoeh,  Macculloch,  and  Macanlay  on  Almacks. 
On  Trial  by  Jury,  with  remarkable  Packing  Cases. 
On  the  Distinction   between  Lawgivers  and  Law-sellen.      By  Lord 
Brougham. 

Memoirs  of  Mrs.  Mountain.     By  Ben  Lomond. 
Fen  mon  Ph« — feu  ma  Mere.     Par  Swing. 


On  December  the  22nd,  1832,  my  father  sent  His  Grace 
the  following  further  instsdment  of  titles,  with  the  letter 
which  is  printed  after  them  : — 

Boyle  on  Steam. 

Rules  for  Punctuation.     By  a  thorough-bred  Pointer. 
Blaine  on  Equestrian  Burglary  ;  or  the  Breaking-in  of  Horses. 
Chronological  Account  of  the  I>ate  Tree. 
Hughes  Ball  on  Duelling. 
Book-keeping  by  Single  Entry. 
John  Knox  on  "Death's Door." 
Designs  for  Friezes.     By  Captain  Parry. 
Bemarks  on  the  Terra  Cotta  or  Mud  Cottages  of  Ireland. 
Considerations  sur  le  Yrai  Guy,  ct  Le  Faux. 
Kosciusko  on  the  Right  of  the  Poles  to  stick  up  for  Themselyes. 
Prize  poems,  in  Bkmk  verse. 
On  the  Site  of  Tully's  Offices. 
The  Rape  of  the  Lock,  with  Bramah's  Notes. 
Haughty-cultural  Remarks  on  London  Pride. 
AwTinftl  Parliaments  :  a  Plea  for  Short  Commons. 
Michau  on  Ball-Practice. 

On  Sore  Throat  and  the  Migration  of  the  Swallow.     By  T.  Abemethy 
Scott  and  Lot.     By  the  Author  of  "Wayerley." 
Debrett  on  Chain  Piers. 
Vdtaire,  Volney,  Volta.    8  Vols.  ^ 

Peel  on  Bell's  Sjitem. 

Grose's  Slang  Dictionary  ;  or  Yocabulaiy  of  Grose  Language. 
FreeHng  on  Enclosing  Waste  Lands. 

Blegy  on  a  Black-Cock,  shot  amongst  the  Moors.     By  W.  Wilberforoe. 
Johnson's  Contradictionary. 

Sr  T.  Lawrence  on  the  Complexion  of  Fairies  and  BrowniM. 
life  fd  Jack  Ketch,  with  Cats  of  Um  own  EzecutioiL 
BuTtnr  OB  the  Common  TTaaJL 
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Hojle*B  Qnadrupedia ;  or  Rules  of  AU-Fohtb. 

Campaigns  of  the  British  Arm :  B7  one  of  the  Gfennan  Lof. 

Corsoiy  Remarks  on  Swearing. 

On  the  Collar  of  the  Garter.     By  Miss  BaOey  of  Halifax. 

Shelley's  Conchologist. 

Recollections  of  Bannister.     By  Lord  Stair. 

The  Hole  Duty  of  Man.     By  L  P.  Brunei. 

Ude's  Tables  of  Interest 

Chantrey  on  the  Sculpture  of  th«  Chipawmy  Indiaiuk 

The  Scottish  Boccacda     By  D.  Cameron. 

Cook's  Specimens  of  the  Sandwich  Tongue. 

In-i-go  on  Secret  Entrancea. 

Hoyle  on  the  €hune  Laws. 

M^moires  de  La-porte. 

Liu  Housi,  Dec,  22,  1832. 

Mt  Lord  Dueb, 

I  am  extremely  obliged  to  Your  Grace  for  the  kind  and 
early  answer  to  my  request  conoeming  Lady  Granyille.  With 
my  best  thanks  I  have  the  honour  of  presenting  a  copy  of 
my ''  Annual/'  and  sincerely  hope  to  have  the  same  pleasure 
for  many  years  to  come. 

The  enclosed  titles  were  for  a  long  time  ''  titles  extinct,'' 
— ^being  lost  with  other  papers  in  my  removal  hither  :  or,  aa 
Othello  says,  thro'  "  moving  accidents  by  flood  and  field." 
Some  memoranda  subsequently  turned  up,  but  I  feared  too 
late  for  use ;  and  besides  I  could  not  disentangle  the  new 
from  the  old. 

This  has  been  matter  of  regret  to  me,  but  I  have  made  up 
my  mind  to  send  them  to  Your  Grace  on  the  chance  of  their 
becoming  of  use,  and  that  some  secret  door  may  yet  open  to 
them,  like  those  in  the  old  romances. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

My  Lord  Duk^, 
Tour  Grace's  obliged  servant, 

Thos.  Hood. 
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After  this  many  oommunications  passed  between  His 
Grace  and  my  fisither.  Until  the  time  of  mj  father's  death 
(I  might  add  even  after  that  time,  when  I  think  of  his 
generous  subscription  to  the  Monumental  Fund)  the  Duke*s 
acts  of  considerate  kindness  never  yaried  or  failed.  The 
^  Comic  Annual  **  of  1831  was  dedicated  to  His  Grace,  and 
that  of  1832  to  Lady  Granyille,  by  a  permission  hinted  at  in 
the  letter  of  Dec.  22nd.  But  his  Grace's  kindnesses  were 
not  always  minor  ones.  Assistance  of  great  service  was  ren- 
dered by  him  to  my  father  in  the  shape  of  a  yolunteered 
friendly  loan,  the  benefit  of  which  will  be  seen  in  the  ensuing 
letter : — 

Lixi  Housi,  AugutC,  1883. 

Mt  Lord  Duke, 

It  will  doubtless  appear  to  Your  Grace  that  one 
request  brings  on  a  second,  as  certainly  as  one  Scotchman  is 
said  to  introduce  another,  when  I  entreat  for  my  new  novel 
of  "  Tylney  Hall "  the  same  honour  that  was  formerly  con- 
ferred on  the  "  Comic  Annual" 

If  a  reason  be  sought  why  I  desire  to  address  a  second 
dedication  to  the  same  personage,  I  can  only  refer  to  the  *'  on 
renent  toujoun "  principle  of  the  French  song ;  and  no  one 
could  have  better  cause  so  to  try  back  than  myself. 

I  hesitate  to  intrude  with  details,  but  I  know  the  goodness 
which  originated  one  obligation  will  be  gratified  to  learn  that 
the  assistance  referred  to  has  been,  and  is,  of  the  greatest 
service  in  a  temporary  struggle— though  arduous  enough  for 
one  of  a  profession  never  overburthened  with  wealth,  from 
Homer  downward&  Indeed  the  Nine  Muses  seem  all  to 
have  lived  in  one  house  for  cheapnesa  I  await,  hopefully 
anxious,  Your  Grace's  pleasure  as  to  the  newlioiioui  1  f^\id\i^ 
fullj  prepared,  in  case  of  acquiescence,   to   exo\aixa  'Wifti 
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the  Tinker  to  the  "  Good  Duke  "  of  Burgundy,  in  the  old 
ballad, 


<< 


WeU,  I  thank  your  good  Grace, 

And  your  lore  I  embrace, 

I  was  nerer  before  in  ao  happy  a  case  I 


II 


With  my  humble  but  fervent  wishes  for  the  health  and 
happiness  of  Tour  Grace,  and  one  not  so  favourable  to  the 
long  life  of  the  grouse,  I  have  the  honour  to  be. 

My  Lord  Duke, 

Your  Grace's  most  obliged  and  devoted  servant, 

Tnos.  Hood. 

Between  1831-2  my  father  had  some  connection  with  the 
stage  in  the  form  of  dramatic  compositioa  It  was  probably 
at  this  time  he  made  the  acquaintance  of  T.  P.  Cooke,  and,  I 
think,  Dibdin. 

He  wrote  the  libretto  for  a  little  English  Opera,  that  was 
brought  out,  I  believe,  at  the  Surrey.  Its  name  is  lost  now, 
although  it  had  a  good  run  at  the  time.  Perhaps  it  may  be 
recognised  by  some  old  play-goer  by  the  fact  that  its  dramatic 
personce  were  all  &««.  My  father  also  assisted  my  imole 
Reynolds  in  the  dramatising  of  Gil  Bias,  which,  if  my  im- 
pression be  right,  was  produced  at  Drury  Lane.  One  scene 
was  very  cleverly  managed,  considering  that  stage-machinery 
(which  now-a-days  is  almost  engineering)  was  then  in  its 
infancy.  It  was  a  scene  divided  into  two  horUontalli/,  dis- 
playing at  once  the  robbers*  cave,  and  the  country  beneath 
which  it  was  excavated. 

It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  we  have  been  unable  to 
discover  any  traces  of  an  entertainment  *  which  was  written, 

*  Some  of  the  Comic  Melodies  were  among  the  toi\g^  Vsoi^ji^uQad. 
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somewhere  about  this  time,  by  my  father  for  the  well-known 
inimitable  Charles  Mathews  the  Elder,  who  was  heard  by  a 
friend  most  characteristically  to  remark,  that  he  hked  the 
entertainment  very  much,  and  Mr.  Hood  too, — but  that  all 
the  time  he  was  reading  it,  Mrs.  Hood  would  keep  snuffing 
the  candles.  This  little  fidgety  observation  very  much 
shocked  my  mother,  and  of  course  delighted  my  father. 

He  also  wrote  a  pantomime  for  Mr.  Frederick  Tates,  of  the 
old  Adelphi  Theatre,  and  on  that  occasion  received  the  fol- 
lowing quaint  epistle,  the  writer  being  Mr.  Yates's  fadotwm^ 
and  moreover  machinist  of  all  those  wonderful  Adelphi 
pieces  that  made  that  tiny  theatre  famous,  and  delighted  the 
play-going  public  of  those  days.  Mr.  William  Godbee  was 
also,  I  think,  the  contriver  and  inventor  of  Mathews*  trans- 
formation dresses,  for  his  entertainments,  and  especially 
famous  for  manufacturing  queer  wigs  and  head-dresses  for 
him.  He  was  a  clever  man  but  a  great  oddity,  as  the  folloW'* 
ing  letter  will  show  : — 

Thbatbb  Botal,  Adelphi,  Jvly  24,  1832. 

Mr.  Godbee's  Respectfull  Compliments  to  Mr.  Hood,  and 
he  begs  leave  to  state  that  he  have  Received  a  Letter  this 
morning  from  Mr.  Yates,  who  is  in  Glasgow,  and  he  begs  of 
him  to  go  Immediately  to  Mr.  Reynolds  of  Golden  Square,  to 
beg  of  him  to  Intreat  of  Mr.  Hood  to  Favour  him|with  a  Coppy 
of  his  Pantomime  of  Harlequin  and  Mr.  Jenkins,  for  Mr. 
Yates  by  some  unfortunate  circumstance  have  lost  it,  and 
the  Dresses  and  Scenery  are  of  no  use  to  him  unless  he  had 
the  M.S.  of  the  Pantomime.  Therefore  if  Mr.  Hood  have  it 
by  him,  and  would  Send  it  Enclosed  in  a  Parcel  to  the  Stage 
Door  of  the  Adelphi  Theatre,  he  would  be  conferring  an 
Everlasting  Favour  on  him.  Honoured  Sir,  if  you  ^YiOv^Si 
not  be  BO  fortunate  aa  to  have  it  by  you,  Pray  Oblvdge  laft 
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with  an  answer  by  Post,  as  I  dare  not  Send  bis  Soenery  and 
Dresses  without  the  M.S.  to  Glasgow.  I  trust  your  Goodness 
of  hert  will  Pardon  me  in  thus  troubling  you.  Permit  me 
to  Remain 

Your  Hiutible  Servant, 

William  Godbul 

P.S.  Dear  Sir,  I  shal  wait  with  all  anxiety  as  I  can*t  write 
nor  send  to  Mr.  Yates  until  I  hear  firom  you. 

Whether  poor  Mr.  Godbee's  anxiety  was  set  at  rest,  and 
the  Pantomime  found,  is  not  now  to  be  ascertained,  but  it  is 
to  be  hoped  it  was. 

Of  all  my  father's  attempts  at  dramatio  writing  I  can  find 
no  trace,  save  one  little  song  intended  for  a  musical  piece, 
which  was  written  to  the  air  "  My  mother  bids  me  bind  my 
hair."  * 

The  "  Comic  Annual "  of  1832  was  dedicated  by  permission 
to  King  William  the  Fourth,  who  received  the  dedication  and 
a  copy  of  the  work  very  graciously,  and  eventually  expressed 
a  desire  to  see  my  father.  He  accordingly  called  upon  his 
Majesty  by  appointment  at  Brightoa  My  father  was  much 
taken  with  his  Majesty's  cordial  and  hearty  manner,  and  I 
believe  he  was  very  well  received.  One  thing  I  remember 
is  the  fact,  that  on  backing  out  of  the  royal  presence,  my 
father  forgot  the  way  he  had  entered,  and  retrograded  to  the 
wrong   entry.      The   king   good-humouredly  laughed,  and 


*  Vide  "Complete  Works."    I    haT6   ilao,  hj  the  kindnwa  of  Mr. 
Benjamin  Webster,  become  poBsessed  of  the  original  MS.  of  a  faroe  "  York 
Asd  lAncaster. "    Mr.  Mark  Lemon  has  alao  been  good  enengh  to  aend  om 
tjfortian  of  Mtiotber  £$tm. — T.  fl. 
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himself  showed  him  the  right  direction,  going  with  him  to 
the  door. 

In  1832  he  left  Winchmore  Hill,  owing  to  some  disagree- 
ment with  his  landlord,  who  declined  to  make  some  neces- 
sary alterations ;  it  was  much  to  be  regretted,  and  he  always 
spoke  of  it  afterwards  in  that  light  He  was  induced  to  take 
a  house  in  Essex, — Lake  House,  Wanstead.  He  was  over- 
persuaded  to  do  so  by  some  not  rery  judicious  friends,  and 
he  ever  afterwards  repented  it.  It  was,  however,  a  beautiful 
old  place,  although  exceedingly  inconvenient,  for  there  was 
not  a  good  bed-room  in  it.  The  fact  was,  it  had  formerly 
been  a  sort  of  banqueting-hall  to  Wanstead  Park,  and  the 
rest  of  the  house  was  sacrificed  to  the  one  great  room,  which 
extended  aU  along  the  back.  It  had  a  beautiful  chimney- 
piece  carved  in  fruit  and  flowers  by  Gibbons,  and  the  ceiling 
bore  traces  of  painting.  Several  quaint  Watteau-like  pictures 
of  the  Seasons  were  panelled  in  the  walls,  but  it  was  all  in  a 
shocking  state  of  repair,  and  in  the  twilight  the  rats  used  to 
come  and  peep  out  of  the  holes  in  the  wainscot.  There  were 
two  or  three  windows  on  each  side,  while  a  door  in  the  middle 
opened  on  a  flight  of  steps  leading  into  a  pleasant  wilderness 
of  a  garden,  infested  by  hundreds  of  rabbits  from  the  warren 
dose  by.  From  the  windows  you  could  catch  lovely  glimpses 
of  forest  scenery,  especially  one  fine  aspen  avenue.  In 
the  midst  of  the  garden  lay  the  little  lake  from  which  the 
house  took  its  name,  surrounded  by  huge  masses  of  rhodo- 
dendrons. 

In  the  early  part  of  his  residence  at  Wanstead,  my  father's 
boyish  spirit  of  fun  broke  out  as  usual  On  one  occasion 
some  boys  were  caught  by  him  in  the  act  of  robbing  an 
orchard;  with  the  assistance  of  the  gardener,  they  were 
dragged  trembling  into  the  house.  My  motVieT%  ^^\)cL^t 
happened  to  be  etaymg  there,  an  impo&ing-lookm%  c^dk  fpta* 
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tieman,  who  had  not  forgotten  his  scholastic  dignity  when 
looking  on  anything  in  the  shape  of  a  boy.  A  hint  to  him 
sufficed,  and  he  assumed  an  arm-chair  and  the  character  of 
a  J.  P.  for  the  county.  The  frightened  offenders  were  drawn 
up  before  him,  and  formally  charged  by  my  father  with  the 
theft,  which  was  further  proved  by  the  contents  of  their 
pockets.  The  judge,  assiuning  a  severe  air,  immediately 
sentenced  them  to  instant  execution  by  hanging  on  the 
cherry  tree.  I  can  recollect  being  prompted  by  my  father 
to  kneel  down  and  intercede  for  the  culprits,  and  my 
frightened  crying  and  the  solemn  farce  of  the  whole  scene 
had  its  due  effect  on  the  offenders.  Down  on  their  knees 
they  dropped  in  a  row,  sobbing  and  whining  most  piteously, 
and  vowing  never  "to  do  so  no  more."  My  father,  think- 
ing them  sufficiently  punished,  gave  the  hint,  and  they 
were  as  solemnly  pardoned,  my  father  and  grandfather 
laughing  heartily  to  see  the  celerity  with  which  they 
made  off. 

On  another  occasion  two  or  three  friends  came  down  for  a 
day's  shooting,  and,  as  they  often  did,  in  the  evening  they 
rowed  out  into  the  middle  of  the  little  lake  in  an  old  punt 
They  were  full  of  spirits,  and  had  played  off  one  or  two 
practical  jokes  on  their  host,  till  on  getting  out  of  the  boat, 
leaving  him  last,  one  of  them  gave  it  a  push,  and  out  went 

"  my  father  into  the  water.  Fortunately  it  was  the  landing- 
place,  and  the  water  was  not  deep,  but  he  was  wet  through. 
It  was  playing  with  edged  tools  to  venture  on  such  tricks 
with  him,  and  he  quietly  determined  to  turn  the  tables. 
Accordingly  he  presently  began  to  complain  of  cramps  and 
stitches,  and  at  last  went  in-doors.  His  friends  getting 
rather  ashamed  of  their  rough  fun,  persuaded  him  to  go  to 
bed^  which  he  immediately  did.     His  groans  and  complaints 

increased  so  alarmingly,  that  they  were  almost  at  their  wits' 
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ends  what  to  do.  Mj  mother  had  reoeived  a  quiet  hint,  and 
was  therefore  not  alarmed,  though  much  amused  at  the 
terrified  efforts  and  prescriptions  of  the  repentant  jokers. 
There  was  no  doctor  to  be  had  for  miles,  and  all  sorts  of 
queer  remedies  were  suggested  and  administered,  my  father 
shaking  with  laughing,  while  they  supposed  he  had  got  ague 
or  fever.  One  rushed  up  with  a  tea-kettle  of  boiling  water 
hanging  on  his  arm,  another  tottered  under  a  tin  bath,  and 
a  third  brought  the  mustard.  My  father  at  length,  as  well 
as  he  could  speak,  gave  out  in  a  sepulchral  voice  that  he  was 
sure  he  was  dying,  and  detailed  some  most  absurd  directions 
for  his  will,  which  they  were  all  too  frightened  to  see  the 
fun  of.  At  last  he  could  stand  it  no  longer,  and  after 
hearing  the  penitent  offenders  beg  him  to  forgive  them  for 
their  unfortunate  joke,  and  beseech  him  to  believe  in  their 
remorse,  he  burst  into  a  perfect  shout  of  laughing,  which 
they  thought  at  first  was  delirious  frenzy,  but  which  idti- 
mately  betrayed  the  joke. 

Nor  was  I,*  though  a  mere  child,  more  exempt  than  my 
mother  from  a  few  innocent  pranks.  I  had  a  favourite 
but  very  ugly  wooden  doll,  combining  all  the  usual  features 
of  the  race,  a  triangular  nose,  button  mouth,  and  inverted 
eyes.  This  lovely  creature  I  left  by  some  chance  in  the 
dangerous  precincts  of  my  father's  study.  What  was  my 
horror  and  amazement  next  morning  to  find  her  comely 
visage  thickly  studded  with  bright  pink  spots !  For  some 
hours  I  dared  not  go  near  her,  as  she  lay  extended  on  the 
table,  being  firmly  persuaded  she  had   the  measles,  then 

*  If 7  lister  was  often  the  subject  of  such  jokes.  I  myself  was  too  young 
for  any  more  advanced  pleasantry  than  a  '^  booby-trap "  of  light  pamphlets, 
carefolly  disposed  on  the  top  of  the  itndj  door,  but  I  was  often  spectator  of 
little  plots  laid  for  my  sister,  such  as  a  pinch  of  damp  gunpowder  plastered 
xoDnd  the  wick  of  a  candle,  which  she  would  light  in  otdoi  V>  l<:^^Wsim% 
Ixwky  or  go  OB  tome  pretended  eroLad. — T.  H. 
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yery  prevalent  in  the  neighbourhood.  My  fkther  was,  of 
courBe,  the  author  of  the  mischief,  and  peroeiyed  the  miooeaa 
of  hia  plan  with  infinite  amnaement.  My  feara^  howeyer, 
were  not  allayed  till  poor  dolly  underwent  a  thorough 
ablution,  under  which  purification  her  few  remaining  charma 
yanifihed  for  eyer. 

Though  living  at  Wanatead,  my  fiither  and  mother  still 
visited  the  sea-side  at  intervals ;  indeed  my  father  seemed 
always  to  yearn  with  a  vague  longing  for  the  ocean,  "  his  old 
love** — just  as  dwellers  in  towns  long  for  green  fields.  In 
1833  he  wrote  the  following  letter  to  Wright  firom  Rama- 
gate. 

Ramsgate,  May  26,  Wind  KN.  K,  Weather  moderate. 
Remain  in  the  harbour  the  Isis,  Snow,  Rose,  Pink,  Daisy, 
cutters ;  Boyle,  steamer ;  John  Ketch,  powerjfiil  lugger. 

In  the  roads,  the  Mc  Adam,  with  Purbeck  stone.  The 
Jane,*  on  putting  out  to  sea,  was  quite  upset,  and  obliged  to 
discharge. 

Mt  dear  Wright, 

It  was  like  yoiur  lubberly  taste  to  prefer  the  Epsom 
Salts  to  the  Ocean  Brine,  but  I  am  glad  to  hear  you  do 
mean  after  all  to  trust  your  precious  body,  as  you  have 
sometimes  committed  yoiur  voice,  to  the  ^deep,  deep 
sea.**  Should  its  power  overwhelm  you,  it  will  only  be 
a  new  illustration  of  the  stiying  that  ''might  overcomes 
(W)  right" 

(Jack  enters  to  say  the  wind  and  tide  serve,  so  am  after 
a  sail,  which  I  hope,  with  respect  to  myself,  will  prove  a 
**  saQ  of  effects,") 

*  Uj  motliflr.— T.  H. 
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(S  p.iL  Re-enter  the  Ann*  with  T.  H.,  his  faoe  well 
washed,  his  coat  drippmg;  collar  like  two  wet  dog's  ean^  and 
his  old  hat  as  gloei^  as  a  new  ^'un."  He  eats  a  biscuit  as 
Boft  as  sopped  gramte,  takes  i^  dram  of  whiskey,  and  then 
resomes  the  pen.) 

Although  they  are  prose,  I  defy  a  poet  to  write  better 
descriptiye  lines  of  the  sea  than  the  four  last 

The  Derby  seems  to  have  been  highly  creditable  to 
Glaucns  and  the  rest  of  the  favourites.  Outsiders  (and  sear 
siders)  for  erer ! 

There  come  oyer  here  boats  firom  France  laden  with  boxes 
of  white  things,  of  an  oval  shape,  the  size  of  eggs ;  I  rather 
think  they  are  eggs,  and  I  was  much  amused  with  an 
energetic  question  which  one  of  our  local  marines  put  to 
one  of  the  French  oneft, — "Where  do  you  get  all  your 
eggst"  as  if  they  had  some  way  of  making  them  by 
machinery.  For  certain  the  quantity  is  great^  and  the 
French  hens  must  lay  longer  odds  than  mine.  Please  to 
copy  the  following  verbatim,   and  send  it  to  Dilke  per 

post: — 

Pencilled  annotation  on  Prince  Puckler  Muskau,  from 
Sackett's  Library,  Ramsgate,  p.  212,  vol.  i. 

"  What  a  lie,  you  frog-eating  rascal  1  What  do  you  mean 
by  telling  such  a  twister  f " 

The  weather  is  so  fine,  you  will  be  a  great  Pump  if  you  do 
not  come  here  sooner  than  yon  propose. 


roj^ 


♦  A  jmmg  iBdj,  m  frietkd  of  my  faiher.— T«  H. 
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T017  preralent  in  tlw  m^bonrhood.  M7  &tlier  was,  oi 
ooune,  the  author  of  the  muchief,  knd  perceired  the  mooes 
of  his  pUm  vith  infinite  unoaement.  Uj  fefin^  howereT; 
wen  not  ftlli^ed  till  poor  dolly  nndsnrent  k  thorougb 
ablutJon,  under  which  poiification  her  few  remaning  charnu 
vanished  for  erer. 

Though  living  at  Wanstead,  my  fsther  and  mother  stil 
visited  the  sea-side  at  intervals ;  indeed  my  father  seemec 
always  to  yearn  with  a  vague  longing  for  the  ocean,  "  bis  o1( 
love" — ^juBt  as  dwellen  in  towns  long  for  green  fields.  Ii 
1833  he  wrote  th«  following  letter  to  Wright  fh>m  Bams 


Ramsgate,  Uay  26,  Wind  E.  N.  K.,  Weather  moderatt 
Bemain  in  the  harbour  the  leia.  Snow,  Rose,  I^nk,  Daii^ 
cutters ;  Boyle,  steamer ;  John  Ketch,  powerful  lugger. 

In  the  roads,  the  Uo  Adam,  with  Purbeok  8ton&  T 
Jane,*  on  putting  out  to  sea,  was  quite  upset,  and  obliged 
discharge. 

Ut  dkab  Wbiort,  ~^^m 

It  was  like  your  lubberly  tast«  to  prefer  th*  ■ 
SalU  to  the  Ocean  Brine,  but  I  am  glad  to  bear  7 
mean  after  all  to  trust  your  precious  hody^^  y 
sometimes  ocnunitted  your  voice,  to  the  *^ 
sea."  Should  its  power  overwlielm  you,  i^^^  ^ 
a  new  illustration  of  the  aiying  that  "mf^   '  -jj 


(W)  right- 

(Jack  enters  to  say  the  wind  and  tida 
»  sail,  which  I  hopey  with  respect  U( 
"soilof  efieots.") 
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When  you  talk  of  the  middle  of  the  week,  you  may  m 

well  embrace  the  waitt  of  the  week,  and  come  down  here 

at  onoe  by  Tuesda/s  Margate  steamer.     Eveiy  hour  will 

do  you  good,  ao  don't  itiok  Thursday  obstinately  on  your 

back,  like  an  ass  ridden  by  Day.     Seriously,  I  shall  lo<A  for 

you,  and  my  doctor  says  aU  disappointments  will  throw  me 

back.     Mind  while  you  are  on  board,  have  a  crust  and 

Cheshire  and  bottled  porter   for  a  lunch.      The  last  is 

capital!      No    entire    can    match  that  which  hath  been 

ripened   and  mellowed  by  voyaging.      £yen  Ann  Porter 

is  improved  by  crossing  the   Channel     Don't  foiget  the 

pig-tail, — that  is  the  porter.     And  sit  not  with  your  back 

to  the  bulwark,  on  account  of  the  tremor  of  the  engine. 

The  sound  is  as  of  a  perpetual  gallopade  performed  by  sea 

horses.     Just  go  to   the   chimney  and  listea     There  was 

no   illness  whatever  when  I  came  down, — at  least  human 

sickness.      The  only  symptom   I  saw  was  the  heaving  of 

the  lead. 

•  •  •  •  • 

I  remain,  dear  Wright,  yours  distantly, 

Thos.  Hood,  R.N. 

P.S.  Wind  has  veered  half  a  point.  Forgot  to  say  we 
forgot  my  birthday  on  the  23rd,  so  are  keeping  it  to^ay  ex 
post  factOf  but  not  completely  as  usual,  for  I  had  no  artillery 

io  dischai^e  at  one  o'clock 

« 

While  residing  at  Lake  House,  my  father  wrote  his  only 
completed  novel,  "  Tylney  Hall,"  much  of  the  scenery  and 
description  being  taken  from  Wanstead  and  its  neighbour- 
hood. This  was  dedicated  to  the  Duke  of  Devonshira 
Here  also  was  written  a  little  volume  containing  a  poem 
aa/Jed  the  "Epping  Hunty"  with  illustrations  by  Crmkshank. 
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The  frontispiece  vas  an  adminblfi  likeness  of  an  old  gen- 
tleman who  lived  near  ub,  a  Mr,  Rounding.*  He  was  one 
of  the  few  EoiriTing  repreeentatiTes  of  the  genuine  old  fox- 
hunting squirea  of  other  dajB,  living  in  hospitable  style  in 
their  tai;ge  old  housei,  and  keejung  packs  of  hounds.  He  wa^ 
I  beliere,  the  manager  of  those  Cockney  Olympian  rerels, 
the  Epinng  Hnnta,  which,  however,  at  that  time  were  many 
shades  better  than  they  are  now. 

*  Ha  wu  tLe  Isndlonl  of  tlis  mn  Kt  Woodfanl,  at  thii  timB.  Hi  lutd 
■ran  battar  d>jB,  bnt  though  he  had  ontliTsd  hii  good  fortass  had  not  ont- 
lircd  tlHeMeeinudieapectof  frundaudaGqaamtuicaa.  Ham*  thelif* 
and  spirit  of  tha  Bpiang  Haot 
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CHAPTER  IIL 

1886. 

He  ts  brolred  in  Diffienltiei  bj  the  Failiire  of  a  Finn— ^rth  of  onlj  Son 
— Illness  of  Mrs.  Hood — Aoqnaintenoe  witli  Dr.  SUiot — Goes  to  Ger- 
many—Nearly lost  in  the  ''Lozd  Melrille"— At  Botterdam— Letten 
to  his  Wife — Joined  by  her  and  the  ChOdien  at  OoUeni — ^Letter  from 
Mrs.  Hood  to  Mrs.  Elliot — ^Aoqnaintanoe  with  lieutenant  de  Franck 
— ^Letters  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dilke,  Mr.  Wii^t^  and  lieatenant  de 
Fianck. 

At  the  end  of  1834,  by  the  fiulure  of  a  firm  my  father 
suffered,  in  common  with  many  othens,  vciry  heayy  loss,  and 
consequently  became  involyed  in  pecuniary  difficulties. 
**  For  some  months  he  strove  with  his  embarrassments,  but 
the  first  heavy  sea  being  followed  up  by  other  adversities, 
all  hope  of  righting  the  vessel  was  abandoned.  In  this 
extremity  had  he  listened  to  the  majority  of  his  advisers, 
he  would  at  once  have  absolved  himself  of  his  obligations 
by  one  or  other  of  those  sharp  but  sure  remedies,  which  the 
legislature  has  provided  for  all  such  evilSb  But  a  sense  of 
honour  forbade  such  a  course,  and  emulating  the  illustrious 
example  of  Sir  Walter  Scott,  he  determined  to  try  whether 
he  could  not  score  off  his  debts  as  effectually  and  more  cre- 
ditably, with  his  pen,  than  with  the  legal  whitewash  or  a  wet 
sponga  He  had  aforetime  realised  in  one  year  a  sum  equal 
to  the  amount  in  arrear,  and  there  was  consequently  fair 
reason  to  expect  that  by  redoubled  diligence,  economising, 
and  escaping  costs  at  law,  he  would  soon  be  able  to  retrieve 
his  affairs.  With  these  views,  leaving  every  shilling  behind 
him,  derived  from  the  sale  of  his  effects,  the  means  he 
carried  with  him  being  an  advance  upon  his  future  labours, 
he  voluntarily  expatriated  himself,  and  bade  his  native  land 
good  night*' 
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This  is  extracted  from  a  letter  of  his  own  in  which  he 
describes  the  whole  course  of  his  affairs. 

To  put  the  crowning  stroke  on  all  his  sorrows  and  anxieties, 
mj  n^other  was  taken  most  dangerously  ill  after  the  birth  of 
their  only  son  (Jan.  19,  1835),  and  for  some  time  her  life 
was  despaired  of.  Then  was  first  laid  the  foundation  of  that 
friendship  with  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Elliot  of  Stratford,  which  only 
terminated  with  my  father's  lifa  Under  God's  permission, 
and  thanks  to  the  skill  and  care  of  their  kind  friend  and 
physician,  my  mother  was  once  more  restored  to  comparative 
health.  My  father  only  waited  to  see  her  partially  recovered, 
and  then,  pursuing  his  plan,  he  started  for  Rotterdam  in 
the  ''Lord  Melville,"  proposing  to  look  out  for  some  pleasant 
and  suitable  town  on  the  Rhine  where  he  could  settle. 

My  mother  was  to  follow  with  her  children  as  soon  as 
she  was  able  to  bear  the  fatigue  of  travelling.  At  that 
time  such  a  journey  was  no  light  undertaking ;  in  fact^  it 
required  almost  as  much  care  and  forethought  as  people 
think  necessary  in  these  days  to  exert  on  going  to  Egypt. 
My  father^s  voyage  was  a  disastrous  one,  for  the  fearful  and 
memorable  storm  of  the  4th  and  5th  of  March,  1835,  came 
on ;  when  eleven  vessels,  including  a  Dutch  Indiaman,  were 
lost  off  the  coast  of  Holland.  To  the  mental  and  bodily  ex- 
haustion which  attended  this  danger,  my  father  attributed 
much  of  his  subsequent  sufferings. 

He  finally  fixed  on  Coblenz  as  the  suitable  place  for  a 
residence,  and  from  thence  he  wrote  the  following  letter  to 
my  mother.  I  have  inserted  it  as  a  proof  of  his  tender 
and  watchful  care  of  her,  and  the  affection  that  considered 
even  trifles  worthy  of  attention  when  conducing  to  her 
comfort 
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OoBLBHi,  Mwrtk  13<^ 
At  last,  my  own  deare«t  and  best,  I  sit  down  to  write 
to  joo,  and  I  fear  you  haye  been  looking  anxiously  for  news 
from  ma 

In  truth,  I  wrote  a  long  letter  at  Nimeguen  which  I  sup- 
pressed, having  nothing  certain  to  say.  I  will  now  tell  you 
first  that  I  am  9afe  and  well — ^which  is  the  very  truth — ^and 
then  I  may  relate  how  I  got  on.  I  had  a  dreadful  passage 
to  Rotterdam  :  Wednesday  night  was  an  awful  storm,  and 
Thursday  morning  was  worse.  I  was  tea-nck  and  frightened 
at  sea  for  the  first  time  :  so  you  will  suppose  it  was  no 
trifle  :  in  fact,  it  was  unusually  severe.  I  went  up  at  mid- 
night and  found  four  men  at  the  helm,  hint  enough  for  me, 
so  I  went  down  again,  and  in  the  morning  a  terrific  sea  tore 
the  whole  four  from  the  helm,  threw  the  captain  as  far  as 
the  funnel  (twenty  paces),  and  the  three  men  after  him. 
Had  it  not  come  direct  qft,  it  would  have  swept  them  into 
the  sea,  boat,  skylights,  and  everything  in  short,  and  have 
left  us  a  complete  wreck.  Eleven  others  miscarried  that 
same  night,  near  at  hand,  so  you  may  thank  the  chenib  I 
told  you  of :  but  such  a  storm  has  seldom  been  known.  It 
was  quite  a  squeak  for  the  Comic  for  1836.  But  when  you 
come  the  weather  will  be  settled,  and  such  a  sea  comes  but 
once  in  seven  year&  When  you  see  four  at  the  helm  you 
may  be  frightened,  but  mind,  not  till  then.  Steam,  I  think, 
saved  us,  you  ought  to  o£fer  up  a  golden  kettle  somewhere. 
You  were  given  over  and  I  was  given  under — but  we  have 
both  been  saved,  I  trust,  for  each  other,  and  Heaven  does 
not  mean  to  part  us  yet  But  it  made  me  very  ill,  for  it  was 
like  being  shaken  up  in  a  dice  box,  and  I  have  had  a  sort  of 
bilious  fever,  with  something  of  the  complaint  Elliot  cured 
me  of,  and  could  not  eat,  with  pains  in  my  side,  &c.,  which  I 
nuraed  myself  for  aa  well  as  I  could. 
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I  made  two  aoquaintanoos  on  board  —  one  gave  me  an 
introduction  to  a  doctor  at  Coblenz,  whom  I  have  not  seen ; 
the  other  gave  me  an  mtroduction  to  his  father  here,  where 
I  took  tea  to-night ;  their  name  is  Vertue,  so  you  see  mj 
morals  are  in  good  hands. 

I  got  to  Rotterdam  only  on  Thursday  nighty  and  I  supped 
there  Tery  merrily  with  the  young  Vertue  and  two  of  his 
friends. 

On  Friday  night  I  stopped  at  Nimeguen,  which  is  in  a 
state  of  war,  and  could  proceed  no  further  till  Saturday, 
which  night  I  passed  aboard,  and  on  Sunday  arrived  and 
slept  in  Cologne.  Here  I  was  detained  on  Monday  by  the 
steamer  having  broken  a  paddle,  but  made  myself  agreeable 
to  an  old  general,  Sir  Parker  Carrol,  who  took  me  with  him 
to  see  the  lions.  I  gave  him  a  bulletin  to  carry  to  Dilke. 
Strange  to  say,  the  general  once  lived  at  their  house.  Also 
made  acquaintance  with  a  Rev.  Mr.  Clarke,  a  gentlemanly 
young  man,  and  we  started  on  Tuesday  for  Coblenz,  where 
we  slept ;  again,  on  Wednesday  to  Mayence,  slept  there,  and 
to-day  he  set  off  for  Frankfort^  and  I  returned  here.  At  all 
these  starts  I  have  had  to  rise  at  five,  and  was  too  worn  out 
and  weak  to  undertake  the  walking  plan  I  had  concerted 
with  Dilke,  so  I  went  up  and  down  by  the  boat  instead. 
Luckily,  I  got  better  on  Tuesday,  and  that  day  and  Wednes- 
day and  to-day  being  fine,  I  enjoyed  it  very  much.  From 
Cologne  to  Mayence  is  all  beautiful  or  magnificent ;  I  am 
sure  yon  will  enjoy  it,  especially  if,  as  I  will  try,  I  meet  you 
at  Cologne. 

I  want  yon  to  see  the  cathedral  I  am  going  to-morrow  on 
foot  to  look  amodg  the  villages  :  but  my  impression  is,  from 
what  Mr.  Vertue  says,  there  will  be  some  difficulty  in  finding 
anything  there ;  but  at  all  events  there  axe  lod^iv^  \a  \^ 
hMd  in  CobJenz,  which  is  a  place  I  adnure  mxxdii*    \V2Ki<a%- 


e%  MEMOBIALS  OF  THOMAS  HOOD. 

tleman,  who  had  not  forgotten  his  scholastic  dignity  when 
looking  on  anything  in  the  shape  of  a  boy.  A  hint  to  him 
sufficed,  and  he  assumed  an  arm-chair  and  the  character  of 
a  J.  P.  for  the  county.  The  frightened  offenders  were  drawn 
up  before  him,  and  formally  charged  by  my  father  with  the 
theft,  which  was  further  proved  by  the  contents  of  their 
pockets.  The  judge,  assuming  a  severe  air,  immediately 
sentenced  them  to  instant  execution  by  hanging  on  the 
cherry  tree.  I  can  recollect  being  prompted  by  my  father 
to  kneel  down  and  intercede  for  the  culprits,  and  my 
frightened  crying  and  the  solemn  farce  of  the  whole  scene 
had  its  due  effect  on  the  offenders.  Down  on  their  knees 
they  dropped  in  a  row,  sobbing  and  whining  most  piteously, 
and  vowing  never  "to  do  so  no  more."  My  father,  think- 
ing them  sufficiently  punished,  gave  the  hint,  and  they 
were  as  solemnly  pardoned,  my  father  and  grandfather 
laughing  heartily  to  see  the  celerity  with  which  they 
made  off. 

On  another  occasion  two  or  three  friends  came  down  for  a 
day's  shooting,  and,  as  they  often  did,  in  the  evening  they 
rowed  out  into  the  middle  of  the  little  lake  in  an  old  punt 
They  were  full  of  spirits,  and  had  played  off  one  or  two 
practical  jokes  on  their  host,  till  on  getting  out  of  the  boat, 
leaving  him  last,  one  of  them  gave  it  a  push,  and  out  went 

'  my  father  into  the  water.  Fortunately  it  was  the  landing- 
place,  and  the  water  was  not  deep,  but  he  was  wet  through. 
It  was  playing  with  edged  tools  to  venture  on  such  tricks 
with  him,  and  he  quietly  determined  to  turn  the  tables. 
Accordingly  he  presently  began  to  complain  of  cramps  and 
stitches,  and  at  last  went  in-doors.  His  friends  getting 
rather  ashamed  of  their  rough  fun,  persuaded  him  to  go  to 
/fed,  which  he  immediately  did.     His  groans  and  complaints 

increased  BO  alarm'mglj,  that  they  were  almost  at  l\ie«  ^ta' 
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ends  what  to  do.  My  mother  had  reoeived  a  quiet  hint,  and 
was  therefore  not  alarmed,  though  much  amused  at  the 
terrified  efforts  and  prescriptions  of  the  repentant  jokers. 
There  was  no  doctor  to  be  had  for  miles,  and  all  sorts  of 
queer  remedies  were  suggested  and  administeredy  mj  father 
shaking  with  laughing,  while  they  supposed  he  had  got  ague 
or  fever.  One  rushed  up  with  a  tea-kettle  of  boiling  water 
hanging  on  his  arm,  another  tottered  under  a  tin  bath,  and 
a  third  brought  the  mustard.  My  father  at  length,  as  well 
as  he  could  speak,  gave  out  in  a  sepulchral  voice  that  he  was 
sure  he  was  dying,  and  detailed  some  most  absurd  directions 
for  his  will,  which  they  were  all  too  frightened  to  see  the 
fun  of.  At  last  he  could  stand  it  no  longer,  and  afler 
hearing  the  penitent  offenders  beg  him  to  forgive  them  for 
their  imfortunate  joke,  and  beseech  him  to  believe  in  their 
remorse,  he  burst  into  a  perfect  shout  of  laughing,  which 
they  thought  at  first  was  delirious  frenzy,  but  which  ulti- 
mately betrayed  the  joke. 

Nor  was  I,*  though  a  mere  child,  more  exempt  than  my 
mother  from  a  few  innocent  pranks.  I  had  a  favourite 
but  very  ugly  wooden  doll,  combining  all  the  usual  features 
of  the  race,  a  triangular  nose,  button  mouth,  and  inverted 
eyes.  This  lovely  creature  I  left  by  some  chance  in  the 
dangerous  precincts  of  my  father's  study.  What  was  my 
horror  and  amazement  next  morning  to  find  her  comely 
visage  thickly  studded  with  bright  pink  spots !  For  some 
hours  I  dared  not  go  near  her,  as  she  lay  extended  on  the 
table,  being  firmly  persuaded  she  had   the  measles,  then 

*  My  sister  was  often  the  subject  of  such  jokes.   I  myself  was  too  young 
fear  any  more  adranced  pleasantry  than  a  ''booby-trap"  of  light  pamphlets, 
carefully  disposed  on  the  top  of  the  £tudy  door,  but  I  was  often  spectator  of 
little  plots  laid  for  my  sister,  such  as  a  pinch  of  damp  gunpo^dox  '^\ac^AT^ 
nmnd  the  wick  of  a  candle,  which  she  would  light  in  oidec  V>  l^V^  ^HA 
Itook^  or  go  on  some  pretended  emnd. — T.  H. 
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very  preyalent  in  the  neighbourhood  Mj  &ther  was,  of 
coune,  the  author  of  the  miaohief,  and  perceiyed  the  suooess 
of  hiB  plan  with  infinite  amuaement.  My  feara^  however, 
were  not  allayed  till  poor  dolly  underwent  a  thorough 
ablution,  under  which  purifioation  her  few  remaining  chamui 
Taniflhed  for  ever. 

Though  living  at  Wanatead,  my  father  and  mother  still 
visited  the  sea-side  at  intervals ;  indeed  my  father  seemed 
always  to  yearn  with  a  vague  longing  for  the  ocean,  "his  old 
love*' — just  as  dwellers  in  towns  long  for  green  fields.  In 
1833  he  wrote  the  following  letter  to  Wright  fix)m  Barns- 
gate. 

Ramsgate,  May  26,  Wind  KN.  K,  Weather  moderate. 
Remain  in  the  harbour  the  Isis,  Snow,  Rose,  Pink,  Daisy, 
cutters ;  Boyle,  steamer ;  John  Ketch,  powerful  lugger. 

In  the  roads,  the  Mc  Adam,  with  Purbeok  stone.  The 
Jane,*  on  putting  out  to  sea,  was  quite  upset,  and  obliged  to 
discharge. 

My  dkar  Wright, 

It  was  like  your  lubberly  taste  to  prefer  the  Epsom 
Salts  to  the  Ocean  Brine,  but  I  am  glad  to  hear  you  do 
mean  after  all  to  trust  your  precious  body,  as  you  have 
sometimes  conmiitted  your  voice,  to  the  '^deep,  deep 
sea.''  Should  its  power  overwhelm  you,  it  will  only  be 
a  new  illustration  of  the  saying  that  ''might  overcomes 
(W)  right" 

(Jack  enters  to  say  the  wind  and  tide  serve,  so  am  after 
a  sail,  which  I  hope,  with  respect  to  myself  will  prove  a 
<<  saQ  of  effects.") 

*  Mj  sMytlMr.— T.  H. 
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(3  P.M.  Re-enter  the  Ann*  with  T.  H.,  his  face  well 
waehedy  his  coat  dripping,  collar  like  two  wet  dog's  ears,  and 
his  old  hat  as  glossy  as  a  new  ^^'un.**  He  eats  a  biscuit  as 
■oft  as  sopped  gramtCy  takes  %  dram  of  wluskey,  and  then 
resumes  the  pen.) 

Although  they  are  prose,  I  defy  a  poet  to  write  better 
descriptiye  lines  of  the  sea  than  the  four  last 

The  Derby  seems  to  have  been  highly  creditable  to 
Olaucus  and  the  rest  of  the  favourites.  Outsiders  (and  sea- 
siders)  for  ever ! 

There  come  oyer  here  boats  from  France  laden  with  boxes 
of  white  things,  of  an  oval  shape,  the  size  of  eggs ;  I  rather 
think  they  are  eggs,  and  I  was  much  amused  with  an 
energetic  question  which  one  of  our  local  marines  put  to 
one  of  the  French  ones, — "  Where  do  you  get  all  your 
eggst"  as  if  they  had  some  way  of  making  them  by 
machinery.  For  certain  the  quantity  is  great,  and  the 
French  hens  must  lay  longer  odds  than  mine.  Please  to 
copy  the  following  verbatim,   and  send  it  to  Dilke  per 

post: — 

Pencilled  annotation  on  Prince  Puckler  Muskau,  from 
Sackett's  Library,  Ramsgate,  p.  212,  vol.  i. 

"  What  a  lie,  you  frog-eaimg  rascal  I  What  do  you  mean 
by  telling  such  a  twister ) " 

The  weather  is  so  fine,  you  will  be  a  great  Pump  if  you  do 
not  come  here  sooner  than  you  proprse. 


*  A  fmag  lady,  a  Mend  of  my  faihet .— H, 

roL.  X, 


l> 
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When  you  talk  of  the  middle  of  the  week,  you  may  as 

well  embrace  the  toaid  of  the  week,  and  oome  do?ni  here 

at  onoe  by  Tuesday's  Margate  steamer.     Eveiy  hour  will 

do  you  good,  so  don't  stiek  Thursday  obstinately  on  your 

back,  like  an  ass  ridden  by  Day.     Seriously,  I  shall  look  for 

you,  and  my  doctor  says  all  disappointments  will  throw  me 

back.     Mind  while  you  are  on  board,  have  a  crust  and 

Cheshire  and  bottled  porter   for  a  lunch.      The  last  is 

capital!      No    entire    can    match  that  which  hath  been 

ripened   and  mellowed  by  voyaging.      JSren  Ann  Porter 

is  improved  by  crossing  the   Channel     Don't  foiget  the 

pig-tail, — that  is  the  porter.     And  sit  not  with  your  back 

to  the  bulwark,  on  account  of  the  tremor  of  the  engine. 

The  sound  is  as  of  a  perpetual  gallopade  performed  by  sea 

horses.     Just  go  to  the  chimney  and  listen.     There  was 

no   illness  whatever  when  I  came  down, — at  least  human 

sickness.      The  only  symptom   I  saw  was  the  heaving  of 

the  lead. 

•  •  •  •  • 

I  remain,  dear  Wright,  yours  distantly, 

Thos.  Hood,  R.N. 

P.S.  Wind  has  veered  half  a  point.  Foi^t  to  say  we 
forgot  my  birthday  on  the  23rd,  so  are  keeping  it  to^ay  ex 
post  facto,  but  not  completely  as  usual,  for  I  had  no  artillery 
<o  discharge  at  one  o'clock. 

While  residing  at  Lake  House,  my  ^Either  wrote  his  only 
completed  novel,  "  Tylney  Hall,"  much  of  the  scenery  and 
description  being  taken  from  Wanstead  and  its  neighboiur- 
hood.  This  was  dedicated  to  the  Duke  of  Devonshireu 
Here  also  was  written  a  little  volume  containing  a  poem 
ca//ed  th0  ''Epping  Hunt,*'  with  illustrations  by  Cruikshank, 


UBMOBIALB  OV  THOKAS  HOOD. 


M 


The  frontispiece  wu  an  adminbia  likeneea  of  an  old  gen- 
tleman who  lired  near  xa,  a  Mr.  Eoonding.*  He  vas  one 
of  the  few  snrriTing  representatiTea  of  the  genuine  old  f oz- 
hiinting  Bquires  of  other  days,  Uring  in  hoepitable  style  in 
their  laige  old  houses,  end  keefnng  packs  of  hounds.  Ue  was, 
I  believe,  the  manager  of  those  Cooknej  Olympian  rerela, 
tiie  Epping  Hnnt^  which,  howaver,  at  that  time  were  many 
dudes  better  than  they  are  now. 

*  Ba  wu  the  luiillord  of  As  inn  >t  Voodford,  at  Uil>  tima.  H«  had 
•aao  bettor  dajs,  bat  thoogb  he  had  outliied  hii  good  toitone  had  not  out- 
lired  tke  esteem  ud  rsipect  of  frienda  and  ii"i"  *'"'*"■"■  Be  was  the  life 
and  a^dt  ol  the  ^ping  Hunt 
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CHAPTER  IIL 

1885. 

He  ts  brolred  in  Difficultiei  bj  the  Tulare  of  a  Finn— ^rth  of  only  Son 
— Illness  of  Mrs.  Hood — Acqnaintenoe  with  Dr.  Klliot — Goes  to  Q«r- 
many— Nearly  lost  in  the  "Lord  Melrille"— At  BotteRUm— Letten 
to  his  Wife — Joined  by  her  and  the  Children  at  OoUeni — ^Letter  from 
Mrs.  Hood  to  Mrs.  Elliot — ^Aoqnaintanoe  with  lientenant  de  Franck 
— ^Letters  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dilke,  Mr.  Wri^t^  and  lieutenant  de 
Fianck. 

At  the  end  of  1834,  by  the  fiulure  of  a  firm  my  father 
Buffered,  in  common  with  many  others,  vefty  heayy  loss,  and 
consequently  became  inyolved  in  pecuniary  difficulties. 
**  For  some  months  he  strove  with  his  embarrassments,  but 
the  first  heavy  sea  being  followed  up  by  other  adversities, 
all  hope  of  righting  the  vessel  was  abandoned.  In  this 
extremity  had  he  listened  to  the  majority  of  his  advisers, 
he  would  at  once  have  absolved  himself  of  his  obligations 
by  one  or  other  of  those  sharp  but  sure  remedies,  which  the 
legislature  has  provided  for  all  such  evilSb  But  a  sense  of 
honour  forbade  such  a  course,  and  emulating  the  illustrious 
example  of  Sir  Walter  Scott,  he  determined  to  try  whether 
he  could  not  score  off  his  debts  as  effectually  and  more  cre- 
ditably, with  his  pen,  than  with  the  legal  whitewash  or  a  wet 
sponga  He  had  aforetime  realised  in  one  year  a  sum  equal 
to  the  amount  in  arrear,  and  there  was  consequently  fair 
reason  to  expect  that  by  redoubled  diligence,  economising, 
and  escaping  costs  at  law,  he  would  soon  be  able  to  retrieve 
his  affairs.  With  these  views^  leaving  every  Rhilling  behind 
him,  derived  from  the  sale  of  his  effects,  the  means  he 
carried  with  him  being  an  advance  upon  his  future  labours, 
he  voluntarily  expatriated  himself,  and  bade  his  native  land 
good  night" 
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This  is  extracted  from  a  letter  of  his  own  in  which  he 
describes  the  whole  coiirse  of  his  afiiEurs. 

To  put  the  crowning  stroke  on  all  his  sorrows  and  anxieties, 
my  Brother  was  taken  most  dangerously  ill  after  the  birth  of 
their  only  son  (Jan.  19,  1835),  and  for  some  time  her  life 
was  despaired  of.  Then  was  first  laid  the  foundation  of  that 
friendship  with  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Elliot  of  Stratford,  which  only 
terminated  with  my  father's  lifa  Under  God's  permission, 
and  thanks  to  the  skill  and  care  of  their  kind  friend  and 
physician,  my  mother  was  once  more  restored  to  comparative 
health.  My  father  only  waited  to  see  her  partially  recovered, 
and  then,  pursuing  his  plan,  he  started  for  Rotterdam  in 
the  ''Lord  Melville,"  proposing  to  look  out  for  some  pleasant 
and  suitable  town  on  the  Rhine  where  he  could  settle. 

My  mother  was  to  follow  with  her  children  as  soon  as 
she  was  able  to  bear  the  fatigue  of  travelling.  At  that 
time  such  a  journey  was  no  light  undertaking ;  in  fact^  it 
required  almost  as  much  care  and  forethought  as  people 
think  necessary  in  these  days  to  exert  on  going  to  Egypt. 
My  father's  voyage  was  a  disastrous  one,  for  the  fearful  and 
memorable  storm  of  the  4th  and  5th  of  March,  1835,  came 
on ;  when  eleven  vessels,  including  a  Dutch  Indiaman,  were 
lost  off  the  coast  of  Holland.  To  the  mental  and  bodily  ex- 
haustion which  attended  this  danger,  my  father  attributed 
much  of  his  subsequent  sufferings. 

He  finally  fixed  on  Coblenz  as  the  suitable  place  for  a 
residence,  and  from  thence  he  wrote  the  following  letter  to 
my  mother.  I  have  inserted  it  as  a  proof  of  his  tender 
and  watchful  care  of  her,  and  the  affection  that  considered 
even  trifles  worthy  of  attention  when  conducing  to  her 
comfort 
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OoBunz,  Mar^  IZih, 
At  last,  my  own  deare«t  and  best,  I  sit  down  to  write 
to  joo,  and  I  fear  you  haTe  been  looking  anxiously  for  news 
from  me. 

In  truth,  I  wrote  a  long  letter  at  Nimeguen  which  I  sup- 
pressed, having  nothing  certain  to  say.  I  will  now  tell  you 
first  that  I  am  »afe  and  weU — which  is  the  very  truth — and 
then  I  may  relate  how  I  got  on.  I  had  a  dreadful  passage 
to  Rotterdam  :  Wednesday  night  was  an  awful  storm,  and 
Thursday  morning  was  worsa  I  was  seoniick  and  frightened 
at  sea  for  the  first  time  :  so  you  will  suppose  it  was  no 
trifle  :  in  fact,  it  was  unusually  severe.  I  went  up  at  mid- 
night and  found  four  men  at  the  helm,  hint  enough  for  me, 
so  I  went  down  again,  and  in  the  morning  a  terrific  sea  tore 
the  whole  four  from  the  helm,  threw  the  captain  as  far  as 
the  funnel  (twenty  paces),  and  the  three  men  after  him. 
Had  it  not  come  direct  qft,  it  would  have  swept  them  into 
the  sea,  boat,  skylights,  and  everything  in  short,  and  have 
left  us  a  complete  wreck.  Eleven  others  miscarried  that 
same  night,  near  at  hand,  so  you  may  thank  the  cherub  I 
told  you  of :  but  such  a  storm  has  seldom  been  known.  It 
was  quite  a  squeak  for  the  Comic  for  1836.  But  when  you 
come  the  weather  will  be  settled,  and  such  a  sea  comes  but 
once  in  seven  yeara  When  you  see  four  at  the  helm  you 
may  be  frightened,  but  mind,  not  till  then.  Steam,  I  think, 
saved  us,  you  ought  to  offer  up  a  golden  kettle  somewhere. 
You  were  given  over  and  I  was  given  under — but  we  have 
both  been  saved,  I  trust,  for  each  other,  and  Heaven  does 
not  mean  to  part  us  yet  But  it  made  me  very  ill,  for  it  was 
like  being  shaken  up  in  a  dice  box,  and  I  have  had  a  sort  of 
bilious  fever,  with  something  of  the  complaint  Elliot  cured 
me  of,  and  could  not  eat,  with  pains  in  my  side,  &c.,  which  I 
nursed  myself  for  aa  well  as  I  could. 
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I  made  two  aoquaintanoos  on  board  —  one  gave  me  an 
introduction  to  a  doctor  at  Coblenz,  whom  I  have  not  seen ; 
the  other  gave  me  an  introduction  to  his  father  here,  where 
I  took  tea  to-night ;  their  name  is  Vertue,  so  jou  see  my 
morals  are  in  good  hands. 

I  got  to  Rotterdam  only  on  Thursday  night,  and  I  supped 
there  very  merrily  with  the  young  Vertue  and  two  of  his 
firiends. 

On  Friday  night  I  stopped  at  Nimeguen,  which  is  in  a 
state  of  war,  and  could  proceed  no  further  till  Saturday, 
which  night  I  passed  aboard,  and  on  Sunday  arrived  and 
slept  in  Cologne.  Here  I  was  detained  on  Monday  by  the 
steamer  having  broken  a  paddle,  but  made  myself  agreeable 
to  an  old  general.  Sir  Parker  Carrol,  who  took  me  with  him 
to  see  the  lions.  I  gave  him  a  bulletin  to  carry  to  Dilke. 
Strange  to  say,  the  general  once  lived  at  their  house.  Also 
made  acquaintance  with  a  Rev.  Mr.  Clarke,  a  gentlemanly 
jTOung  man,  and  we  started  on  Tuesday  for  Coblenz,  where 
we  slept ;  again,  on  Wednesday  to  Mayence,  slept  there,  and 
to-day  he  set  off  for  Frankfort^  and  I  returned  here.  At  all 
these  starts  I  have  had  to  rise  at  five,  and  was  too  worn  out 
and  weak  to  undertake  the  walking  plan  I  had  concerted 
with  Dilke,  so  I  went  up  and  down  by  the  boat  instead. 
Luckily,  I  got  better  on  Tuesday,  and  that  day  and  Wednes- 
day and  to-day  being  fine,  I  enjoyed  it  very  much.  From 
Cologne  to  Mayence  is  all  beautiful  or  magnificent ;  I  am 
sure  you  will  eojoy  it,  especially  if,  as  I  will  try,  I  meet  you 
at  Cologne. 

I  want  yon  to  see  the  cathedral  I  am  going  to-morrow  on 
foot  to  look  amodg  the  villages  :  but  my  impression  is,  from 
what  Mr.  Vertue  says,  there  will  be  some  difficulty  in  finding 
anything  there ;  but  at  all  events  there  are  lodglugft  to  be 
hmd  in  Coblenz,  which  ia  a  piaoe  I  adimre  muOii*    WiokseKV 
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fore  think  you  might  start  for  Cobleni  at  onoe,  without 
bearing  further  from  me,  when  you  feel  able,  letting  me 
know,  of  course,  your  day  of  sailing,  for  in  case  of  my  getting 
anything  at  Bingen,  ^,  you  would  have  to  stop  here^  and 
unless  I  meet  with  something  to  my  taste  above,  I  shall 
make  this  our  fixture. 

Ck>nsult  Dilka  For  my  part,  if  well  enough,  I  think  you 
may  safely  come  on  the  chance,  as  it  would  take  you  five 
days  :  one  to  Rotterdam,  one  to  Nimeguen,  two  to  Cologne, 
and  one  to  Coblenz.  I  am  writing  but  a  business  letter,  and 
you  must  give  me  credit,  my  own  dearest,  for  everything  else, 
as  I  wish  to  devote  all  the  space  I  can,  to  describing  what  will 
be  for  your  comfort.*  You  must  come  to  Rotterdam  by 
**  Der  Batavier,''  which  has  female  accommodations  and  a 
stewardess.  You  may  tell  the  steward  I  was  nearly  swamped 
with  him  in  the  **  Lord  Melville,*'  for  he  was  with  us,  and 
will  remember  it.  *  •  •  •  You  must  expect  some 
nuisances  and  inconveniences,  but  they  will  do  to  laugh  at 
when  we  meet,  and  "  Der  Batavier*'  is  a  splendid  and  power- 
ful steamer.  ♦  ♦  •  ♦  With  my  dear  ones  by  my  side, 
my  pen  will  gambol  through  the  Comic  like  the  monkey  who 
had  seen  the  world.  We  are  not  transported  even  for  seven 
years,  aud  the  Rhine  is  a  deal  better  than  Swan  River.  I 
have  made  a  great  many  notes.  My  mind  was  never  so 
free — and  meaning  what  is  right  and  just  to  all,  I  feel  cheer- 
ful at  our  prospects,  and  in  spite  of  illness  have  kept  upi 
This  will  not  reach  you  for  four  or  five  days,  and  then  it 
would  take  you  as  much  more  to  come,  during  which  I 
should  be  sure  to  get  a  place,  so  do  not  wait  to  hear  from 
me  again.  ♦  ♦  »  *  yo^  may  reckon,  I  think,  upon 
settling  at  Coblenz  :  it  is  a  capital  and  dean  town,  and  does 

*  At  ihe  foot  of  tiie  letter  he  added  a  liit  of  fonetie  Frendi  wordi,  that 
vj'aatbsr  would  require  during  tiie  journey. —T.  H. 
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justioe  to  Dilke's  reoommendation.  I  haye  already  begun 
some  "  Rhymes  of  the  Rhine/'  of  which  the  first  is  justly 
dedicated  to  your  own  self.  But  to-night  is  my  first  leisure. 
I  haye  been  like  the  Wandering  Jew.  How  my  thoughts 
and  wishes  fly  oyer  the  yine-ooyered  hills  to  meet  yours;  my 
loye  sets  towards  you  like  the  mighty  current  of  the  great 
Rhine  itself^  and  will  brook  no  impediments. 

I  grudge  the  common-place  I  haye  been  obliged  to  write ; 
eyery  sentence  should  claim  you,  as  my  own  dear  wife,  the 
pride  of  my  youth,  the  joy  of  my  manhood,  the  hope  of  all 
my  after,  days.  Twice  has  the  shadow  of  death  come  be- 
tween us,  but  our  hearts  are  preseryed  to  throb  against  each 

ether.     I  am  content  for  your  sake  to  wait  the  good  time 

• 

when  you  may  safely  undertake  the  yoyage,  and  do  not  let 
your  heart  run  away  with  your  head.  Be  strong  before  you 
attempt  it  Bring  out  with  you  a  copy  of  "  Tylney  Hall," 
which  I  shall  want  to  refer  to.  I  want  no  others,  but  the 
last  Comic.  If  you  are  likely  to  be  some  time,  treat  me  with 
one  letter.  Dilke  will  tell  you  how  to  send  it  I  long  to  be 
settled  and  at  work ;  I  owe  him  much,  and  wish  to  do  C. 
Lamb  while  it  is  fresh.  I  hope  Reynolds's  spasms  are  gone. 
IHey  could  not  do  better  than  come  up  the  Rhine  this 
summer,  it  would  not  cost  so  much  as  Brighton — ^and  such  a 
change  of  scene.  I  haye  had  some  adyentures  I  must  tell 
you  when  we  meet  I  bought  this  paper  all  by  telegraph  of 
a  girl  at  Cologne.  We  could  not  speak  a  word  to  each 
other,  and  the  whole  ended  in  a  regular  laugh  throughout 
the  shop,  when  she  picked  out  of  the  money  in  my  hand. 
Was  not  I*  in  luck .  to  meet  the  only  two  or  three  English 
that  were  out,  and  make  such  friends  with  them.  But  I 
really  am  getting  a  trayeller,  and  am  getting  brass^  and 
puBhing  my  way  with  them.  I  forgot  to  say  at  GoblewzL  tVi^ 
BMD  frequent   the  Caainoa,  and  the  women  tabSl^  «^^\)axl^ 
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parties  of  their  own,  but  I  do  not  mean  to  give  up  my  old 
domestic  habits.  We  shall  set  an  example  of  fireside  felicity, 
if  that  can  be  said  of  a  stove,  for  we  have  no  grates  here — 
the  more's  the  pity.     God  bless  you  ever. 

Your  own, 

T.  H. 

OoBLiHB  (at  the  Widow  Soil's),  872,  GinoB  Hot. 

Mt  own  dearest  and  best  Love, 

The  pen  I  write  with — the  ink  it  holds — ^the  paper 
it  scrawls  upon— the  wax  that  will  seal  it — were  all  bought 
by  me  d  ^  telegraph — except  that  I  had  the  assurance 
(impudence  and  ignorance  go  together)  to  look  a  pretty 
young  German  lady  in  the  face  and  ask  her  for  the  use  of 
her  lips,  not  to  kiss,  but  to  translate  for  me,  but  she 
couldn't.  The  purport  of  this  is  to  tell  you  what  I  think 
will  give  you  ease  and  comfort — that  I  am  fixed  here  in  a 
snug,  cheap,  airy  lodging — thanks  to  the  kindness  of  the 
Vertues,  who  have  taken  great  trouble  for  ma  Lodgings 
furnished  are  scarcely  to  be  had  here  at  all,  and  when  the 
Vertues  came  they  had  to  stay  at  an  inn  seven  weeks. 
They  say,  and  I  feel,  I  am  fortuuata  There  are  three  little 
rooms,  one  backward,  my  study  as  is  to  be,  with  such 
a  lovely  view  over  the  Moselle.  My  heart  jumped  when 
I  saw  it,  and  I  thought,  "  There  I  s|^all  write  volumes !  ** 
My  opposite  neighbour  is  the  Commandant,  so  it's  a  genteel 
neighbourhood.  To-day  I  visited  the  Church  of  St.  Castor, 
who  is  to  be  our  patron  Saint  (vide  address),  and  I  saw  a 
bit  of  his  bone.  Seriously  it  is  quite  a  snuggery,  where  I 
should  want  but  you  and  my  dear  boy  and  girl  to  be  very 
happy  and  very  loving.  I  went  up  a  mountain  opposite 
jreaterdny  evening,  commanding  a  magnificent  expanse  of 
r/ew,  but  the  tbougbt  would  come  that  you  N^ete  not  in  all 
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tbat  Tast  horizon.  But  it  is  splendid,  and  I'm  sure  it  is 
what  you  would  enjoy.  The  Vertues  have  been  very  kind. 
I  have  just  taken  tea  with  them,  and  they  will  call  to- 
morrow to  see  me  set  in.  Widow  Seil  is  a  woman  of  pro- 
perty, and  always  aboard  her  own  bai^ges,  travelling  up 
and  down  the  Rhine,  and  her  daughter  is  here  keeping 
house.  She  seemed  wonder-struck  this  morning,  and  so 
was  I,  to  reflect  how  we  are  to  get  on,  for  she  knows  nothing 
but  Grerman ;  but  to-night  I  have  delighted  her  by  telling 
her  in  German  (which  I  have  poked  out)  to  send  to  the 
hotel  for  my  bag  and  cloak.  She  said  over  and  over  again 
**  das  is  gude."  I  hope  we  shan't  end  in  Eloisa  and  Abelard. 
In  the  fidlness  of  her  approbation  the  maid  fairly  gave  me 
a  slap  on  the  back.  You  must  know  servants  here  are  great 
fiuniliars.  The  waiters  at  the  inns  are  hail-fellows  with  the 
guests^  and  in  truth  but  for  them  I  must  have  foregone 
discourse,  for  they  generally  speak  French.  I  find  my 
French  reviving  very  fast,  and  so  I  get  on  well  enough. 

I  dine  at  a  table  cThdte,  and  sleep  here  and  breakfast, 
then  coffee  at  the  inn,  and  no  supper.  You  can  have  your 
dinner  sent  in  here,  I  mean  for  us  all,  very  reasonable  and 
without  trouble;  and  on  the  first  of  May  I  can  have 
Vertue's  servant,  for  they  are  going  to  England.  She  un- 
derstands English  wants,  and  has  a  high  character,  so  I 
think  I  have  provided  for  you  tolerably  well 

Tell  Dilke  I  am  highly  pleased  with  Coblenz,  and  quite 
confirm  his  choice — it  is  by  far  the  best  thing  I  have  seen. 

I  do  hope  you  will  soon  be  able  to  come,  and  in  the 
meantime  I  will  do  everything  I  can  think  of  to  facilitate 
your  progress.  •  ♦  ♦  I  should  like  a  set  of  Comics  for 
Vertue ;  and  bring  with  you  the  bound  up  Athenasums 
and  your  own  bound  books.  Get  the  steward  o^  \}tA 
BatAvier  to  see  you  ashore  at  Rotterdam,  to  tVic  Ilotfc\  d» 
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Pays  Bas,  and  in  case  of  any  difficulty  about  customs,  which 
is  very  unlikely,  send  from  the  Hotel  for  Mr.  Vertue,  jun., 
there.  The  English  ladies  will  explain  for  you,  and  he  will 
lend  his  help,  I  feel  sure.  Let  n^e  know  exactly  when  you 
sail  from  London,  and  I  will  meet  you  at  Cologne  somehow. 
Tell  Fanny  she  may  se0  soldiers  here,  if  she  likes,  all  day 
long.  They  are  always  exercising ;  it  seems  like — "A  month 
he  lived,  and  that  was  Mardi  1*' 

If  she  behaves  well  on  the  voyage,  and  minds  what  you 
say,  I  will  show  her  wonders  here.  To-day  has  been  beau- 
tiful— quite  warm — and  the  weather  looks  well  set  in  for  fine. 
My  little  room  has  the  reputation  of  being  cool  in  summer. 

I  saw  a  vision  of  you,  dearest,  to-day,  and  felt  you  lean- 
ing on  me,  and  looking  over  the  Moselle  at  the  blue 
mountains  and  vineyards.  I  long  but  to  get  to  work  with 
you  and  the  pigeon  pair  by  my  side,  and  then  I  shall  not 
sigh  for  the  past  Only  cast  aside  sea  fears,  and  you  will 
find  your  voyage  a  pleasant  one.  Your  longest  spell  will 
be  from  Nimeguen  tp  Cologne,  when  you  must  pass  a  night 
on  board,  but  then  I  shall  meet  you  to  take  care  of  the 
pair,  and  you  will  have  a  good  night's  rest.  Get  yourselves 
strong,  there  is  still  a  happy  future  ;  fix  your  eyes  forward 
on  our  meeting,  my  best  and  dearest  Our  little  home, 
though  homely,  will  be  happy  for  us,  and  we  do  not  bid 
England  a  very  long  good  night.  Good  night  too,  my 
dearest  wife,  my  pride  and  comfort. 

"  And  from  these  mountainB  where  I  now  respire, 
Fain  would  I  waft  such  Blessing  unto  thee, 
As  with  a  sigh  I  deem  thou  now  might'st  do  to  me." 

SimDAT  MoBHnro. 
The   hens    do  lay  in  Coblenz,  they  are   cackling  rarely 
under  my   window.     I   am   located   thus  (here   follows  a 
sketch),     Dilke  will  understand  how  good  the  look  out  ia, 
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just  at  the  junction  of  the  Rhine  and  the  Moselle,  it  is 
almost  the  comer  house  of  Coblena.  I  am  chai^ged  a  trifle 
extra  because  I  eat  two  rolls  at  break&st,  so  you  see  I 
improve  in  my  habits :  the  Germans  eat  great  suppers  and 
little  break&sts.  *  *  *  For  the  sake  of  erery  one  I  keep 
myself  in  fighting  condition,'  and  have  brought  myself  to 
look  forward  with  a  firm  and  cheerful  composure  of  mind 
that  I  hope  you  will  share  in. 

The  less  treasure  I  have  elsewhere,  the  more  I  feel  the 
value  of  those  I  have  within  my  heart,  and  never  could 
your  dear  presence  be  more  delightful  and  blessed  in  its 
influence  than  it  wHl  be  to  me  now.  Our  grapes,  though 
sourish  now,  will  ripen  into  sweetness  by  the  end  of  the 
year,  and  I  shall  work  like  the  industrious  Germans,  whom 
you  wiU  see  labouring  like  ants  on  the  face  of  their 
mountains.  Tell  the  Reynoldses  they  could  not  do  better 
than  take  a  trip  here  in  the  summer,  when  it  must  be 
delightfuL  It  cost  me,  illness  included,  but  about  £10 
to  get  here,  including  Mayence,  and  I  lost  something  by 
change  in  Holland.  The  Hotels,  barring  the  first  rates, 
professing  to  be  English  ones,  are  moderate  and  comfortable. 
My  dear  Fann;^  will  enjoy  herself  here,  there  is  so  much 
bustle,  barges,  steamers,  soldiering,  and  children  like  dwarf 
men  and  women. 

Tell  her  I  expect  she  will  take  great  care  of  you  and  her 
brother  on  the  voyage,  and  not  give  you  trouble.  The 
first  thing  I  shall  ask,  when  I  see  you,  will  be  if  she  has 
been  good,  and  if  so  I  will  take  her  with  you  to  see  the 
cathedral  at  Cologne,  which  with  its  painted  glass,  &c., 
will  be  to  her  like  feiry  land.  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  You  must  bring 
blocks  enough  with  you  for  the  whole  Comic,  or  more  than 
that  will  be  better,  as  I  may  do  the  Epsom  or  something 
aba    Bring  a  good  stock.     *    «    •    « 
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I  hear  that  the  Ostend  steamers  got  well  knocked  about 
in  our  storm,  and  had  some  men  washed  oyerfooard ; — my 
head  still  reels  occaaionalty,  and  the  stairs  seem  to  rock» 
so  you  may  judge  what  it  was — ^the  very  worst  for  many 
years.  The  ^'Batavier"  is  an  excellent  boat;  have  porter 
on  board  her,  as  you  will  get  none  alter  Kotterdam;  up 
the  Rhine  take  Cognac  and  water,  not  the  sour  wine. 
Wrap  yourself  well  up,  and  when  the  bustle  of  departure 
is  over  you  may  be  very  comfortable^  but  up  to  Cologne 
there  is  little  worth  seeing,  except  the  towns,  such  as 
Diis8eldor£  From  Cologne  to  Coblens  is  superb,  and  I  shall 
enjoy  it  with  you ;  but  mind,  be  sure  to  come  when  you 
appoint,  as  I  cannot  stay  long  at  Cologne. 

Write  to  me  "  Poste  Restante  k  Coblen^"  as  I  go  to  tho 
post-office  every  day  to  inquire  like  Monsieur  Mallet     You 
would  be  quite  in  the  fashion  here  with  a  silk  bonnet,  and 
one  of  those  cloaks  with  a  deep  cape  to  the  elbows  of  plain 
or  figured  silk,  or  stuff,  such  as  I  saw  about  the  streets  of 
London  before  I  left.     It  is  very  quiet  here,  except  when 
Mrs.  Commandant  gives  a  party  opposite,  when  there  are 
carriages.     You  get  a  glimpse  of  the  Rhine  in  firont — ^you 
must  not  expect  carpets   here,  and  you  will  have  stoves 
instead  of  grates,  these  are  universal     By  the  bye  Mrs. 
Dilke  told  me  to  have  my  linen  well-aired,  I  suspect  it  was 
only  her  ignorance,  and  that  she  had  taken  what  is  up  in 
all  the  packets  "Dampichife  "  for  damp  shirts.     It  signifies 
steam  boats, — not  an  unnatmral  mistake.     My  young  land- 
lady has  paid  me  a  smiling  visit  this<  morning,  and  we  have 
had  a  little  conversation  in   German  and  English,  which 
neither  of  us  understood.     St.   Castor  has  just  dismissed 
his  congregation    in  various    grotesque   gaieties^  the  most 
distinguished  feature  was  a  violet  and  pink  shot-silk  urn- 
brella,     I  have  alao  had  a  visit  this  morning  fix>m  a  atrang* 
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yonng  gentlemaDy  but  for  want  of  the  gift  of  tongues  he  took 
nothing  by  his  motion.  I  am  in  fieu^t  a  sort  of  new  Inring; 
with  the  girl  here  for  a  proselyte,  she  unll  hold  forth, 
nndentood  or  not.  Yesterday  I  gave  two  groschen  to  two 
little  girls  like  Fanny,  on  the  top  of  the  moimtain.  They 
went  apart,  and  after  a  consultation,  one  dispatched  the 
other  to  present  to  me,  I  guess,  an  address  of  thanks,  or 
to  ask  for  more,  I  don*t  know  which,  but  I  think  the  former. 
I  found  on  the  same  eminence  a  good  honest  fellow,  very 
cii41  for  nothing,  and  a  good  Christian  no  doubt,  although 
like  Satan  he  thence  pointed  out  to  me  all  the  kingdoms  of 
the  earth. 

Whenever  my  eyes  leave  the  paper  they  see  the  Moselle 
still  gliding  on,  and  my  own  verses*  occur  to  me  with  a 
powerful  application  of  them  to  you,  and  my  children,  all 
beyond  the  bluest  of  the  blue  hills.  I  shall  give  you  good 
measure,  and  shall  cross  this  letter,  though  I  do  not  pretend 
yet  to  write  letters  worth  reading,  for  my  head  is  still  con- 
fused, and  I  am  but  just  settled  down.  Otherwise  I  have 
made  many  notes  and  memorandums,  which  I  need  not 
write  either  to  you,  who  will  I  hope  see  the  things  referred 
to.  The  Vertues  have  called,  and  kept  me  beyond  my 
time.  They  have  begged  me  to  make  their  house  my  home, 
and  are  veiy  obliging.  To-day  being  Sunday  we  dined  in  * 
Btate^  with  a  band  playing,  and  I  indulged  in  a  glass  of  wine 
in  which  I  drank  your  health.  I  have  just  bought  with 
much  trouble  an  instantaneous  light  to  seal  this  letter 
with.  I  am  become  quite  a  citizen  of  the  world,  I  talk 
to  eveiy  one  in  English,  broken  French,  and  bad  German, 
and  have  the  vanity  to  think  I  make  friends,  wherever 
Iga 

TeU  Dilke  this,  it  will  please  him.     Say  to  SoVin.  1  lii^ 
' atm gUdm  tb9  geuib  strMmlet  on.*'— T.  H. 


#  /* 
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write  him  a  long  letter  as  soon  as  I  hear  from  London,  and 
also  to  Dilke.  I  have  seen  to-daj  the  whole  troopa  on  the 
parade^  governors,  demi-goyemors,  dca  Their  bands  do  not 
equal  ours,  some  of  Dur  drams  would  beat  them  hollow,  and 
they  have  no  good  horses.  •  •  ♦  May  God  have  all 
those  I  love,  or  who  love  me,  in  His  Holy  keeping,  is  the 
prayer  of  the  subscribed, 

Thomas  Hood. 

In  accordance  with  the  arrangements  laid  down  by  my 
father,  my  mother,  accompanied  by  my  brother  and  myself 
went  on  boai*d  the  ^  Batavier"  on  the  29th  of  March,  1835, 
and  were  joined  by  my  father  at  Cologne.  From  thence  we 
proceeded  to  Coblenz.  I  have  inserted  the  following  letter 
from  my  mother,  as  it  describes  better  than  I  could  do  their 
first  settling  in  their  new  home.  Her  descriptions  also  of 
what  she  saw  are  so  evidently  influenced  and  aided  by  my 
father's  observations,  that  they  are  almost  as  interesting 
as  his  own. 

872,  CiSTOR  Hov,  doBLsn,  22nd  June^  1885. 

Mt  bear  Mrs.  Elliot, 

*  *  ♦  ♦  I  was  fortunate  in  my  voyage  here 
in  having  fair  weather,  and  also  in  having  the  ladies* 
cabin  of  the  ''Batavier*'  to  myself  with  the  exception 
of  a  young  lady  about  fifteen,  who  was  coming'  to  a 
Moravian  School  at  one  of  the  villages  on  the  Rhine.  The 
stewardess  too  was  a  very  respectable  woman^  and  veiy 
attentive.  We  got  to  Rotterdam  about  six  on  Monday 
evening,  and  then  some  of  my  troubles  began.  We  were 
to  set  off  by  the  Rhine  steamer  at  six  the  next  mornings 
and  I  desired  them   to  call  me  at  five  •,  b\it  the  stupid 
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oluunbennaid  oame  and  knocked  at  my  door  at  twelve.  I 
did  not  find  out  the  mistake  until  I  had  with  difficulty 
roused  Fanny  from  her  bed,  and  got  her  dressed.  From 
being  disturbed,  when  six  came  the  poor  child  was  so  sick  and 
ill  I  was  obliged  to  have  her  carried  down  to  the  steam-boat. 
From  Rotterdam  to  Cologne  is  very  flat  and  uninteresting, 
and  a  very  slow  passage,  as  it  is  against  the  stream.  We 
passed  the  night  on  board,  which  I  should  not  have  minded, 
except  for  the  children.  I  got  some  beds  made  up  for  them 
in  the  cabin,  and  thought  they  would  be  tolerably  com- 
fortable. But  at  nine  we  stopped  and  took  on  board  a 
company  of  Prussian  soldi^s,  with  about  twenty  officerSi 
who  all  came  clattering  into  the  cabin,  which  was  not  very 
large,  and  the  tables  were  spread  for  their  suppers.  After 
they  had  done  eating,  they  played  cards  till  throe  in  the 
morning,  when  most  of  them  were  put  ashore  at  Diisseldorf. 
We  were  to  have  arriyed  at  Cologne  at  12  o'clock,  but  to 
accommodate  the  Prussian  officers,  our  steam  was  made  to 
boil  a  gallop,  and  we  arrived  at  10  a.m.  So  that  I  got  to  the 
H6tel  du  Rhin  before  Hood,  who  was  killing  time  on  the 
parade.  When  he  arrived  I  scarcely  knew  him,  he  looked  84 
yeiy  ilL  He  made  me  stay  a  day  here  to  refresh,  which  1 
very  much  needed;  for  my  poor  baby  suffered  much  for  want 
of  his  usual  comforts,  and  1  felt  the  fatigue  with  the  children 
Teiy  much.  Our  stay  allowed  us  to  see  the  curiosities  of 
Cologne,  which  are  well  worth  seeing ;  the  Cathedral  more 
especially ;  at  the  least  so  much  as  is  finished  of  it,  for  it 
never  will  be  completed  imless  the  old  days  of  Roman 
Catholic  power  and  glory  should  return.  The  interior  for 
Ugkbuu  and  elegance  is  perfectly  exquisite.  Hood  says  if 
the  Loretto  Angel  had  to  carry  away  a  Cathedral,  he  would 
choose  that  of  Cologne.  We  saw  all  its  wonders  aud  Tdvv:^^ 
its  goiden  ahriDe,  inlaid  with  cameos  and  gems,  toi^  dL<JCv!»^\A 

VOL,  <•  ^ 
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mosaic ;  though  some  of  the  jewels,  by  a  dishonest  miracle^ 
are  oonyerted  into  coloured  glass.  We  saw  the  crowns  of  the 
Three  Wise  Kings,  and  also  some  admirable  sculptures  in 
ivoiy.  I  must  not  forget  to  mention  the  painted  windows, 
which  are  splendid,  and  the  tapestries  in  the  choir  from  the 
designs  of  Rubens,  which  are  quite  in  the  style  of  the  Gar- 
toon&  There  is  also  a  curious  picture,  Tery  old  indeed,  of 
the  Three  Kings  adoring  the  Yii^gin  and  Ohild — ^in  parts 
recalling  Raffaelle  to  my  mind.  In  the  old  church  of  St. 
Peter,  where  Rubens  was  baptised,  we  saw  ene  of  his  master- 
pieces— ^the  martyrdom  of  the  patron  saint — ^they  make  you 
stoop  and  look  at  it,  with  your  head  downwards  (like  the 
figure  of  the  martyr)  to  show  the  expression  of  the  fiEu^e, 
which  is  truly  maryelloi|S.  From  the  church — what  a  next 
step ! — we  went  to  the  masquerade  room,  which  is  of  vast 
dimensions,  supported  by  a  range  of  pillars  in  the  middle,  in 
the  shape  of  gigantic  champagne  glasses,  out  of  which  seem 
to  issue  a  quantity  of  painted  masquerade  figures  nearly 
covering  the  ceiling.  The  idea  is  better  than  the  execution. 
German  wit  and  humotu:.  Hood  says,  are  like  yeast  dumplings 
a  day  old. 

We  arrived  at  Coblenz  about  six,  and  really  the  place 
justifies  our  friend's  recommendation.  The  houses  are  good, 
the  streets  wide,  airy,  and  clean,  with  here  and  there  a  bit  of 
pavement  in  the  English  style,  which  I  always  found  attracted 
my  weary  feet  as  if  it  had  been  a  loadstone.  The  walking  in 
Cologne  was  very  rough,  Hood  calls  it  a  stone  storm,  and 
says  if  a  certain  place  is  paved  with  good  intentions,  Cologne 
must  have  been  paved  with  the  bad  ones.     The  very  horses 

are  compelled  to  wear  high-heeled  shoes  to  prevent  slipping. 
»  «  »  •  » 

As  for  Hood,  he  was  in  a  wretched  state  of  health,  he  had 
been  sadly  overdone  before  he  left  England,  and  the  storm 
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he  was  out  in  completed  the  misohie^  otherwise  he  is  fond  of 
and  used  to  the  sea :  but  they  were  very  nearly  lost,  eleven 
other  TOBsels  were  wrecked  the  same  nighty  in  the  same 
stormy  in  or  near  the  mouth  of  the  Maes. 

Hood  got  worse  day  by  day,  but  we  could  not  prevail  on 
him  to  have  advice,  though  Mr.  Vertue  strongly  recom- 
mended Dr.  B—  who  had  attended  his  family  while  they 
were  here.  At  last  we  were  compelled  to  call  him  in,  for 
Hood  was  seized  with  most  fiightfiil  spasms  in  the  chest  I 
cannot  express  how  wretched,  and  terrified  I  was,  for  he  said 
himself  it  was  like  being  struck  with  death.  His  counte- 
nance was  sunk  and  his  eyes  too.     He  was  seized  first  at 

night,  and  Dr.  B remained  with  him  for  two  hours,  and 

then  left  him  somewhat  easier,  but  the  pain  lasted,  at 
intervals,  all  night,  and  left  him  next  day  as  weak  as  a  child. 
After  this  he  had  many  similar  attacks,  but  slighter  ones.  I 
wanted  faith  in  our  physician,  but  of  course  did  not  say  so  ; 
their  practice  is  so  different  to  the  English,  they  won't  hear 

of  calomeL     However  Dr.  B certainly  brought  Hood 

round,  and  for  the  last  fortnight  he  has  got  on  rapidly,  for 

which  I  cannot  be  too  thankfuL     Dr.  B recommends  his 

going  to  Ems,  for  a  little  change,  but  he  is  too  busy  to  spare 
time  for  it 

Last  Thursday  was  C!orpus  Christi  day,  and  the  host  was 
carried  in  great  state  and  pomp.  They  erected  an  altar  over 
a  public  conduit  at  the  end  of  our  street,  the  said  conduit 
having  been  prematurely  erected  by  the  French  as  a  trophy 
of  their  coming  triumph  over  the  Eussians.  It  is  most 
laughably  inscribed. 

"M&Donble  par  la  Cami^kgae  contre  les  Rtuses,  sotib  la  Prdfecttm  da 
Jvlea  Dooam.    Anno  1812." 

"Yn  et  approuT^  par  nooi^  Commandant  Ruse  de  la  TiUft  de  Co\A«q&\% 
teJaaTier,  1814." 
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So  mueh  for  the  Foreigii  department^  and  now  for  the 
Home  I  Yon  wiU  be  glad  to  hear  the  children  have  thriven 
recently  to  my  heart's  content  Fanny  is  yery  well  and 
happy,  my  baby  is  a  healthy  little  creature,  and  so 
"  bronsy  *'  *  with  brown  and  red«  his  Papa  declares  that  at 
our  first  party  be  shall  hold  a  wax-candle.  He  is  as  fat  and 
hard  as  a  Glerman  sausage,  and  so  merry  you  would  pi<^  him 
out,  as  Dr.  Kitchener  recommends  you  to  choose  lobsters^ 
namely  as  ^heayy  and  lirely.'*  N.B.  Paternal  Tanity  is 
answerable  for  the  last  sentenoa 

•  #  *  •  • 

The  cofiee  here  is  really  a  sort  of  erening  brown  stout.  It 
is  roasted,  or  as  they  say  here  "burned*'  at  home;  and 
whatever  be  the  cause,  it  is  so  different  a  bererage  that  Hood 
says,  he  suspects  with  Accum  that  the  English  coffee  is  made 
from  horse-beans.  Tea  is  bad,  and  dear  here.  You  may 
judge  how  good  the  coffee  must  be  when  I  say  that  I  do  not 
regret  it;  besides  the  leaves  are  not  in  request  here,  as  there 
are  no  carpets.  Hood  says  amongst  the  '*  Bridgewater  Trea- 
tises," they  might  have  instanced  this  as  a  manifestation  of 
a  Providence. 

I  have  heard  of  German  cousins,  but  I  am  sure  we  are  not 
relations,  or  we  should  be  more  upon  speaking  terms. 

**  We  are  only  on  talking  terms  toith  the  Butcher,  an  Anglo- 
Pruman  officer,  and  the  Doctor  (all  in  the  killing  line),  but 
Hood  manages  to  get  on  with  a  little  had  French,  which,  <u  he 
lived  at  JTanstead,  he  very  probably  picked  up  at  *  Stratford  atte 
Bow^  notorious,  as  Chaucer  declares,  for  such  a  Jargon,  AH 
our  dinners  are  ordered  per  dictionary,  but  we  still  get  onions 

*  This  is  aa  illunon  to  two  bandaome  faronw  figureiof  ddldreii  nadins^ 

mounted  aa  caadlesticka,  which  uaed  to  stand  on  the  drawing-room  manteU 

JMWM^  mad  www  IsmiHw  to  aD  his  friend^  so  thai  ttta  joka  was  a  domestis 
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Momeiimes  far  tumipSf  and  radiakes  far  carrot*.  It  90tmdi 
farcical  but  %f$  true^  that  I  tent  far  a  fowl  far  my  dear  inval' 
uabU  invalid  (/  mean  ffoad),  and  the  servant  hrattgkt  hack  twa 
bundles  af  gaau-qaiUs  !  " 

I  need  not  make  any  remark  on  the  foregoing  sentenoe 
which  has  been  written  in  my  absence,  but  I  must  confirm 

the  feathery  fact 

•  •  •  •  • 

My  baby  has  been  vaccinated  here  according  to  law,  as  we 
should  have  been  fined  for  omitting  it ;  though  where  the 
original  cow-pock  comes  firom  is  a  mystery,  as  well  as  the 
milk,  for  you  never  see  a  cow  but  once  on  a  time  in  a  cart : 
and  good  reason  why,  as  peas,  beans,  com  and  clover,  run  all 
into  one,  without  hedges  or  fence  of  any  kind. 

It  surpriees  me  that  we  get  sweet  milk,  the  Germane  have  such 
a  turn  for  everything  eour.  The  wine  is  sour,  they  preserve 
plums  in  vinegar,  the  very  spring  water  at  Ehrenhreitstein  is 
mad,  and  called  Sour  Water  I  However,  as  a  setoff,  they  pickle 
their  walnuts  with  sugar  and  cloves.  But  the  vinegar  made  af 
Hack  or  MaseUe  is  superb,  almost  a  wine  of  itself,  I  am 
pickling  some  cucumbers  that  I  expect  will  be  superlative. 

That  is  Hood*s  again,  for  my  letter  is  written  by  snatches 
as  **  my  occupation  isn't  gone  "  like  Othello's,  but  come.  For- 
tunately my  baby  is  fond  of  Gradle,  and  will  go  to  her,  which 
relieves  my  fatigue. 

'^  /  should  have  said,  carries  off  a  good  deal  af  my  Fat 
Teagtte/" 

Hood  again  !  I  will  not  quit  this  letter  again  till  I  have 
finished  it,  he  has  "  interpret  himself  so.*' 

Our  greatest  present  annoyance  is,  that  if  we  poke  out  a 
short  sentence  of  broken  German,  they  give  us  such  credit 
for  our  progress  that  they  fajicy  we  can  return  a'w\io\e^cJi«j 
afpangnpba.    I  regret  very  mach  that  I  cannot  ocm^ecil^ 
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with  one  of  our  landlady's  daughters,  she  has  such  a  sweet 
voice,  so  pretty  a  face,  that  Hood  is  quite  in  love  with  her, 
but  fortunately  he  can't  declare  himsell  Female  beauty,  or 
even  prettiness,  is  a  rarity  at  Coblenz.  A  miller's  daughter, 
a  mile  o£f,  is  the  paragon.  Hood  calls  her  the  "  Flour,"  they 
say  she  is  well  educated  too ;  I  mean,  if  possible,  to  walk  out 
and  see  her ;  strange  to  say  she  is  still  single. 

*'Joe  Miller  says^  became  there  are  two  dams  to  ask  instead 
of  (mer 

We  heard  of  her  through  a  young  English  officer  in  the 
Prussian  service  here.  He  introduced  himself  to  us,  during 
our  evening  walk,  being  attracted  by  our  King's  English,  and 
we  were  equally  by  his,  as  well  as  by  his  dog,  which  seemed 
home  made  ;  for  you  must  know  the  Ck>blenz  dogs  are  remark- 
ably ugly  and  naturally  like  foxes,  but  after  the  first  warm 
summer  day,  they  were  all  converted,  by  clipping  the  hinder 
parts,  into  mock  lions.  He  seemed  determined  to  know  us. 
First  he  told  Fanny,  who  was  not  at  all  timid,  to  have  no 
fear  of  his  dog,  who  was  not  at  all  ferocious.  As  that  failed 
to  lead  to  an  introduction,  he  walked  back  after  us,  and 
introduced  hims6l£  In  truth  we  were  equally  glad  to  give 
him  change  for  his  English,  which  he  declared  he  had  had  by 
him  till  it  had  become  burdensome.  He  has  since  called  : 
he  has  been  fourteen  years  in  the  Prussian  service,  but  his 
heart  seems  to  yearn  after  England  and  his  family;  his 
mother  is  an  Englishwoman.  He  is  a  very  nice  imassimiing 
young  man ;  as  he  is  stationed  at  Ehrenbreitstein  he  has 
o£fered  some  day  to  help  us  to  scale  that  impregnable 
fortress.  •  #  •  ♦  • 

While  Hood  was  ill  I  felt  very  depressed  and  out  of  spirits, 

of  course  my  own  weak  health  rendered  me  but  a  poor  nurse 

to  hiiTL     I  thought  there  was  no  end  to  my  troubles,  and 

MtasBoaaJind  B&ya,  "horn  full  of  briaia  ia  t\iia  i^oxVv^^ 
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world.**  But  I  am  now  ia  much  better  spirits,  and  we  get 
on  better  altogether.  The  comforts  the  English  miss  are  not 
very  portable,  or  they  might  bring  them  out,  for  instance, — a 
four-post  bed,  a  Rumford  stove,  a  kitchen  range,  and  a  carpet. 
But  use  reconciles,  we  almost  feel  native,  and  "to  the  manner 
bom,"  so  don't  pity  us,  for  we  don't  pity  ourselves.  *  * 
Uood  bids  me  describe  a  scene  with  Miss  Seil,  the  land- 
lady's daughter.  I  wanted  some  egg-cups,  and  in  illustration 
I  showed  her  the  eggs,  and  she  guessed  so  near  that  she 
snatched  up  a  saucer  and  broke  the  egg  into  it,  evidently 
wondering  in  her  eg-otism  that  having  eggs  we  did  not  know 
where  to  lay  'em.  When  I  shook  my  head,  she  looked  at  me 
in  despair,  and  seemed  to  say,  "  What  a  pity  that  broken 
German  and  broken  English  should  break  good  eggs ! '' 
Talldng  of  eggs,  you  find  them  in  the  market  of  the  gayest 
colours;  and  Hood  says,  ^'Twigg  would  wonder  what  co- 
loured hens  they  are  that  lay  them."  I  took  the  purple  ones 
for  egg-plums.  They  have  apples  now  of  last  year's  growth, 
and  bring  them  to  market,  and  put  them  in  water  to  plump 
them  out ;  and  I  can  believe  Head's  story  of  the  tailor 
eating  a  washhand-basin  full  of  fresh  Orleans  plums,  afbei: 
seeing  the  coimtrymen  eat  the  apples  only  half  t/n-wizened 
out  of  the  tub.  The  potatoes  are  small,  and  Hood  says  he 
was  nearly  choked  by  some  sliced  up  and  fried,  as  he  found 
afterwards,  in  the  same  pan  which  had  cooked  some  bony 

Prussian  carp  the  day  before. 

•  «  «  •  • 

The  foregoing  letter  presents  a  fiedr  specimen,  here  and 
there,  of  the  dictations  and  suggestions,  but  more  especially 
of  the  interpolations  and  ieulditions,  with  which  my  father 
delighted  to  embellish  my  mother's  letters.  Whenever  she 
left  a  half-finished  letter  anywhere  in  his  reach,  abe  ^^  aut^^ 
ODher  retam  to  £nd  '^  notes  and  queriea"  uiBfiittAdL,  otu^xi 
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much  opposed  to  her  original  meaning,  and  frequently  tend* 
ing  to  the  utter  mystification  of  the  recipient  of  the  letter. 
Her  handwriting  waa,  alUiough  legible,  rather  peculiar,  and 
he  delighted  in  making  it  more  so, — altering  0*8  and  a's,  and 
changing  t's  into  d's,  to  the  utter  confusion  of  her  meaning. 
On  one  occasion  this  led  to  an  absurd  mistake.  She  had 
written  to  a  friend  to  procure  her  some  good  Berlin  patterns 
for  slippers,  &o. ;  but  during  her  absenoe,  my  £BLther  got  hold 
of  her  note,  and,  in  his  favourite  fiushion^  altered  and  touched 
up  the  words.  Some  time  after,  she  received  a  reply  from 
her  friend,  asking  what  new  English  article  it  ouuld  be  that 
was  dignified  by  the  name  of  ^  dippers ! " 

From  the  time  of  their  arrival  at  Goblena,  my  &ther*s 

« 

health  continued  veiy  bad ;  and  the  necessity  for  constant 
work  still  continuing,  there  was  little  chance  of  amendment. 
Still  his  happy  flow  of  spirits  never  failed  him,  as  may  be 
seen  by  his  letters. 

The  first  summer  of  my  father's  residence  at  Coblenz  was 
pleasantly  varied  by  his  making  acquaintance,  as  mentioned 
by  my  mother,  with  a  young  Prussian  officer,  M.  de  Franck. 
After  their  meeting  during  a  walk  by  the  Rhine^  my  father 
wrote  him  the  following  note  :•— 

SlBy 

I  regret  that  I  had  not  a  card  about  me  to  offer 
to  you  in  acknowledgment  of  a  rencontre  so  agreeabla  I 
beg  leave  to  enclose  one,  lest  you  should  suppose  me  infected 
with  that  national  shyness,  which  makes  foreigners  so  apt  to 
consider  us  as  a  grand  corps  de  rUerve. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 

Yours  obediently, 

Thomas  Hood. 

LzvuTurAirT  di  FaiiroK, 
29tb  PoUab  Begimmi,  Hhiwilmitrtttii. 
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Mj  hther  found  in  M.  de  Franck  a  very  pleasant  and 
agreeable  friend,  and  a  great  help  in  all  difficulties  of  German 
tiBage  and  language.  He  was  his  constant  companion  in  all 
his  fishing  rambles  and  excursions,  and  used  to  drop  in,  in  a 
quiet  friendly  way,  of  an  evening,  and  play  cribbage  with  my 
fiitther  and  mother.  They  made  the  merriest  and  cosiest 
little  party  imaginable,  generally  finishing  with  some  small 
treat  of  Ikiglish  cookeiy  for  supper.  During  my  mother's 
enforced  absences  to  superintend  the  cooking  of  these  little 
edibles,  the  '^  two  knayes  "  took  the  opportunity  of  changing 
her  cards,  moving  her  pegs,  &a,  secretly  delighted  at  her 
puEzles  and  wonderings  on  her  return.  On  these  occasions 
my  father  generally  kept  them  in  a  continual  laugh  by  his 
flow  of  witty  anecdotes  and  jokes. 

The  following  is  a  letter  to  Mr.  Dilke,  the  then  editor  of 
the  "  Athensdum/'  and  one  of  my  father's  early  friends  : — 

GoBLm,  Mof  fith,  1835. 

Mt  dear  Dilks, 

You  ought  to  have  heard  from  me  before,  but  I 
was  loth  to  inflict  upon  you  bad  news  in  return  for  your 
very  kind  letter,  for  every  syllable  of  which  I  thank  you,  and 
instead  of  quarrelling  with  what  you  have  said,  I  thank  you 
for  the  meaning  beyond.  The  truth  is  I  have  been  im- 
changed  from  the  hour  I  left  you,  my  mind  has  not  faltered 
for  an  instant,  but  though  the  spirit  is  willing,  the  body  is 
weak.  My  health  broke  down  under  me  at  last,  after  a  series 
oi  physical,  as  well  as  mental  trials,  and  I  am  not  a-Grog 
corporeally,  witness  my  experiments  in  your  night-gowns. 
^  Tylney  Hall,'*  the  **  Comic,'*  Jane's  illness,  and  the  extreme 
exhaustion  consequent  thereon,  disappointment,  storm  and 
travel,  came  a  pid^-a-back,  and  I  am  not  a  Belzoni  to  caxt^ 
a  dotm  on  eMcb  calf,  two  on  my  head,  &c.     1  broVe  Aomir— 
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not  but  that  I  fought  the  good  fight,  like  a  WiddringtoDy 
with  a  good  heart,  but  I  was  shorn  of  my  physical  powers. 
The  storm  was  a  severe  one.  What  pitched  over,  literally, 
stout  mahogany  tables,  where  eight  or  ten  may  dine,  might 
derange  anyone  -,  and  the  change  of  climate,  which  is  reaUy 
considerable  (we  had  hotter  suns  in  March  than  in  England 
during  May),  had  its  effect  The  safe  arrival  of  Jane  with 
my  darlings  all  better  than  I  had  hoped  for,  did  me  a  world 
of  good.     ♦    ♦    ♦    • 

I  assure  you  sincerely  as  to  my  personal  feelings,  with  a 
decent  state  of  health,  I  could  be  very  happy  and  contented ; 
the  presence  of  a  very  few  friends  would  make  my  comfort 
complete.  But  I  now  suffer  mentally,  because  my  health 
will  not  keep  pace  with  me.  I  have  at  last  reluctantly  called 
in  medical  aid ;  the  whole  system  here  seems  bkised  on  San- 
grado's  practice,  bleeding,  blistering  and  drastios.  I  had  the 
prudence  to  mitigate  his  prescriptions,  which  in  the  propor- 
tion of  two-thirds  almost  made  me  faint  away.  They  do 
not  recognise^  our  practice  here,  or  I  could  doctor  myselt 
But  according  to  Sir  F.  Head  in  ^  The  Brunnens,"  Germans 
require  horse  medicines.  I  think  I  never  in  my  life  felt  such 
a  prostration  of  physical  power,  I  can  hardly  get  up  a  laugh, 
and  am  quite  out  of  humour  with  myself  If  I  were  Dick 
Curtis  I  could  give  myself  a  good  licking,  I  mean  my  body 
for  not  being  more  true  to  me.  The  "Athensdum"  has  been 
a  great  delight  to  me — it  costs  me  here  only  two  groschen, 
about  two  pence.  Is  it  not  singular  that  a  fortnight  ago,  as 
the  only  exception  to  the  rule,  it  cost  me  four  or  five  groschen. 
I  imderstand  that  throughout  the  Rhine,  everything  within 
the  last  two  years  has  risen  nearly  fifty  per  cent  firom  the 
great  influx  of  English.  Notwithstanding  this,  many  of  the 
neceea&riea  are  very  good  and  cheap,  but  their  bread,  ko»  I 
Am  going  to  make  a  caloulation  whether  hookA  oiooVsrj  ^Ul 
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not  be  the  cheapest,  though  we  haye  hitherto  dmed  at  the 
h6tel,  fowr  voir  le  monde, 

I  waa  going  to  resume  this,  but  was  prevented  by  what 
soldiers  call  a  night-attack.  On  going  to  bed  I  was  seized 
with  violent  spasms  in  the  chest,  which  after  some  time 
compelled  me  to  send  for  the  Dr.  at  midnight.  I  could 
only  breathe  when  bolt  upright,  and  rarely  then,  at  the 
expense  of  intense  pain;  I  thought  every  breath  would 
be  the  last  My  Dr.  certainly  does  me  good,  and,  though 
a  Jew,  does  not  repeat  his  visits  unnecessarily,  but  "  waits 
till  called  for;"  he  talks  a  httle  English,  and  as  Pope 
says  I  feel  assured,  ''a  little  learning  is  a  dangerous 
thing." 

Jane  said  to  him,  "  I  wish  you  could  give  to  Mr.  Hood 
some  strengthening  medicine  ;  "  to  which  he  replied,  "  who  is 
that  physician  you  speak  off"  But  a  more  whimsical  mis- 
take arose  out  of  my  lay-up,  which  I  must  give  you  dramati- 
caUy.  Our  servant  knows  a  few  words  of  English  too,  her 
name  is  Gradle^  the  short  for  Margaret.  Jane  wanted  a 
fowl  to  boil  for  me.  Now  she  has  a  theory  that  the  more 
she  makes  her  English  im-English,  the  more  it  must  be 
like  German.  Jane  begins  by  showing  Gradle  a  word  in  the 
dictionary. 

Gradle.  "Ja!  yees — hiihn — henne— ja  ! — ^yees." 

Jane  (a  little  through  her  nose),  "  Hmn — ^hum — hem — 
yes — ^yaw,  ken  you  geet  a  fowl — fool — ^foal,  to  boil — bile — 
bole  for  dinner  % " 

Gradle.  '^  Hot  wasser  T* 

Jane.  '*  Yaw  in  pit — pat — pot — hmn — ^hum — eh ! " 

Gradle  (a  little  off  the  scent  again).  "  Ja,  nein — wasser, 
pot — ^hot — ^nein." 

Jane.  **Yes — no — good    to    eeat — chicken — c^i^^V'sa— 
cbedda3g'--€tokmg^hird — hard — beard — ^laya    eggft — ^^^59^ 
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— hiine,  heine — hin — make  cheekin  broth — ioup — poultry- 
peltry — paltry ! " 

GrcuUe  (quite  at  fault).  "  Pfeltrighchtdi  I — nein." 
Jane  (in  despair).  ^  What  shall  I  do !  and  Hood  won't 
help  me,  he  only  laughs.  This  comes  of  leaving  England  1 " 
(She  casts  her  eyes  across  the  street  at  the  Govemoi^s 
poultry-yard,  and  a  bright  thought  strikes  her.)  ''Here, 
Gradle— come  here — comb  hair — hmn^hum — ^look  there — 
dare — ^you  see  things  walking— hmn,  hum,  wacking  about — 
things  with  feathers — Others — feether&" 

Gradle  (hitting  it  off  again).    "  Feethers — ^ers — ah  hah ! 
fedders — ja,  ja^  yees,  sie  bringen — fodders,  ja,  ja !  ** 
Jane  echoes  **  Fedders — yes — ^yaw,  yaw  !  ** 
Exit  Gradle,  and  after  three-quarters  of  an  hour,  returns 
triumphantly  with  two  bundles  of  stationer^s  quills ! ! !    This 
is  a  fact,  and  wiU  do  for  Twigg. 

*  *  *  *  I  will  now  write  as  well  as  I  can  a  descrip- 
tion, which  may  serve  to  extract  for  the  "Athenaeum."  The 
bound  volumes  were,  though  only  a  Dilke-send,  like  a  God- 
send. You  cannot  think  how  well  they  read  here,  where 
there  is  nothing  else  to  read.  There's  a  compliment  for  you, 
worthy  of  our  Irishman.  On  the  first  of  May  here,  when  I 
was  wondering  what  would  replace  the  roundelajs  of  the 
London  sweeps,  the  deficiency  was  kindly  supplied  by  a 
whirlwind,  which  made  a  groat  many  sundries  dance  in  its 
vortex.  I  was  gazing  from  the  window  of  the  Belle  Yue 
H6tel  opposite  the  bridge,  when  my  attention  was  excited 
by  a  great  cloud  of  German  dust,  waltzing  after  the  G^erman 
fashion,  to  the  great  embarrassment  of  some  untaught  crows 
or  rooks,  who  were  flapping  about  quite  bewildered  in  its 
mazes.  It  came  from  the  direction  where  the  Moselle 
nungles  with  the  Bhine.  The  dust  cleared  off  in  about  a 
aunute,  and  the  whirlwind  itself  became  dis^mc^i^  V^s^cAa^ 
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diagonally  aorosa  the  Rhine,  at  a  leisurelj  pace, 
and  showing  to  great  advantage  against  the  rock  of  Ehren- 
braitstein,  at  that  time  bright  with  a  gleam  of  sun,  and 
strongly  brought  out,  by  a  mass  of  ink-blaok  clouds.  Of 
a  grey  colour— slender,  of  equal  width  throughout — bellying 
before  the  wind,  with  a  curve  equal  to  that  of  the  longest 
kite-string,  and  moreover  towards  the  top,  serpentining  in 
three  or  four  undulations^  as  if  from  various  currents  of  air. 
The  phenomenon  presented  the  ap^arance  of  a  narrow  but 
long  ribbon  let  down  from  the  clouds.  It  apparently  rose  to 
a  great  height — I  should  guess  a  mile — and  terminated 
above  in  a  sort  of  ragged  funnel  of  scarcely  twice  the  dia- 
meter of  the  tube.  I  could  not  detect  any  circular  motion, 
in  fact  I  repeat  it  looked  like  a  ribbon.  On  reaching  the 
opposite  side  of  the  river  it  raised  a  surge  on  the  bank,  as 
well  as  a  wash  of  linen  which  lay  there,  and  which,  after  a 
few  pirouettes,  disappeared— of  course  it  got  a  good  wring- 
ing. I  have  since  learned  that  it  also  made  free  with  some 
skins  frt>m  the  leather  manufactory  situated  near  the 
Moselle,  and  carried  them  almost  to  Ems — I  suppose  to  be 
cured.  The  whirlwind  itself  disappeared  between  Ehrenbreit- 
stein  and  its  neighbouring  height,  following  apparently  the 
road  to  the  baths,  as  if  to  get  rid  of  ite  dust. 

But  mark  the  truth  of  the  proverb  "one  good  turn 
deserves  another,**  the  first  had  scarcely  vanished,  when 
looking  upwards,  I  discerned  over  head  a  second,  but  paralUl 
with  the  earth,  in  the  shape  of  a  long  black  cloud,  slowly 
revolving,  and  pointing  in  the  direction  which  its  predecessor 
had  travelled  over.  It  had  the  wind,  as  the  sailors  say,  right 
fore  and  aft^  and  was  somewhat  shorter  and  lustier  than  the 
vertical  one,  ending  obtusely  towards  the  wind ;  but  at  the 
other,  terminating  in  a  long  fine  point !  I  could  not  help 
eidBiwJng'  as  I  saw  it,  '*  therein  a  icrew  Zoose  m  lYie  ^  \^ 
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for  which  even  the  Germans  who  knew  English  were  little 
the  wiser. 

In  expectation  of  seeing  jou  this  summer  I  have  made  a 
rough  sketch  of  the  thing,  however  inoompetent,  for  a  whirl- 
wind especially  demands  a  Turner. 

My  illness  has  been  a  sad  hindrance  to  me  in  the 
''Comic,*'  as  to  the  executive,  but  I  have  collected  some 
materials.  I  think  I  can  hit  off  a  few  sketches  like 
Head's  as  to  the  Germans.  I  have  seen  many  funny 
things  here. 

Jane  is  evidently  much  better,  and  has  walked  up  the  hill 
to  Ehrenbreitstein ;  and  the  children,  thank  God,  thrive 
apace.  The  baby,  Tom  junior,  has  been  vaccinated  according 
to  law  here ;  he  gets  on  well  and  is  very  good,  giving  as 
little  trouble  as  a  baby  can.  Fanny  seldom  walks  out  but 
with  some  little  Germans  walking  parallel  before  and  after, 
and  wondering  at  her  to  her  great  amusement.  She  is  quite 
a  model  here,  for  "  strange  yet  true  it  is "  all  the  children 
here  are  bandy-legged !  You  never  saw  such  a  set  of  legs  'as 
go  to  school  daily  down  oiur  street.  But  the  people  here  are 
very  stupid;  mere  animals;  they  take  no  interest  in  Science, 
Literature,  Politics,  or  anything  I  can  find,  but  eating  and 
drinking. 

The  "Athenseum"  which  I  one  day  read  at  the  table 
d'h6te  before  dinner,  has  I  fear  stamped  me  a  pedant  Pray 
did  you  ever  taste  "  Mai  Drank  "  or  May  Drink;  if  not,  you 
have  a  pleasure  to  come.  I  look  forward  to  your  advent 
with  great  joy,  and  hope  some  of  you  at  least  may  come. 
For  my  own  part,  if  God  would  but  grant  me  a  stomach,  I 
have  heart  enough  to  stay  here  a  couple  of  years.  I  only 
want  health  and  strength.  But  those  will  come  and  the  rest 
with  them. 
Thanks  to  Dr.  B ,  who  acted  as  dragoman  or  inter- 
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preter,  Jane  has  got  her  fowls  at  last !  Only  an  old  woman 
brought  them  alive  and  crowing !  It  so  happened  that  to- 
day two  hens  have  appeared  for  the  first  time,  and  the 
moment  Jane  saw  them  she  thought  we  were  still  at  fault 
and  that  we  were  supposed  to  want  to  keep  them  fowls.  But 
the  real  ones  have  oome  home  at  last,  dead  and  plucked,  and 
we  have  hopes  of  one  to-morrow,  having  been  three  days  in 
getting  it. 

Oh !  how  I  wish  I  wrote  for  A.  E.  Newman,  and  lived  near 
Leadenhall  Market !  Mon  perruque  I  how  we  are  to  get  it 
boiled  is  a  mysteiy  yet  unsolved.  I  guess  Jane  or  I  must 
just  parboil  ourselves  by  way  of  making  signs.  I  only  wonder, 
in  my  illness,  when  Jane  sent  for  a  doctor,  Gradle  did  not 
bring  me  a  bootmaker!  But  as  Jane  says,  ''there  is  a  cherub 
up  aloft  for  us." 

I  dined  to-day  on  bread  and  Swiss  cheese.  I  have  no 
appetite,  and  German  cookery  is  "rank — it  smeUs  to  heaven !" 
Salt  fish  they  wash  till  it  is  fresh,  and  what  is  fresh  they  just 
make  sour  enough  for  you  to  think  it  is  turned.  What  ought 
to  be  sour — ^pickled  walnuts — are  iweet^  tasting  of  cloves — 
you  never  know  where  to  have  'em  % 


There  are  but  few  roofii  in  England  under  which  my 
thoughts  find  a  pleasant  resting-place.  So  Coblenz  would 
be  a  sort  of  Noah's  Ark  to  me,  but  for  the  olive  branch  at 
9,  Lower  Grosvenor  Place.  Jane  sends  her  love  to  Mrs. 
Dilke  and  will  write  by  the  next  post.  News  is  scarce  here 
both  ways.  A  raft  the  ether  day  carried  away  part  of  the 
bridge  about  half  a  mile  ;  and  though  the  Rhine  is  not  so 
rapid  now,  they  were  about  forty  hours  getting  it  back  again ! 
No  great  credit  to  their  mechanical  powers.  God  b\e^  ^om 
tS^ifthe  benediction  from  an  Anti-Agnewiie  be  woittv  WV\\\%, 
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Kind  regards  to  all  frieads.   Rogers's  Reminifloenoes  to  eyery 
one  who  oares  to  remember^ 

My  dear  Dilke, 

Yours  erer  futhfullj, 

T.   flOODw 

IM  Ma^,  1835. 
Mt   dear  DiLKBy 

I  did  not  expect  to  write  to  you  again  so  soon,  but 
having  to  send  the  above,  I  do  so. 

•  *  •  # 

I  have  had  a  fresh  attack  of  the  spasms, — soarcelj  so 
severe  as  the  first,  but  longer ;  they  have  left  me  so  weak  I 
can  hardly  walk.  But  the  weather  is  favourable,  and  I  try 
to  get  out,  and  take  exercise  and  fight  it  off.  The  worst  is 
over  I  think  now,  but  it  has  been  a  sad  hindrance  to  me. 
Next  month  we  are  going  to  alter  our  arrangements^  and  dine 
at  home  ;  with  our  own  kitchen,  ko.,  it  will  be  much  better 
and  cheaper,  and  these  one  o'clock  table  d'hote  dinners  cut 
up  my  mornings  terribly.  Thank  God  1  Jane  appears  to  gel 
on  in  her  health,  as  well  as  her  fatigues  will  let  her,  and 
Fanny  is  hearty  and  happy.  But  the  babe  is  necessarily 
poorly  from  vaccination — he  thrives  otherwise  famously.  The 
air  here  seems  very  good  and  pure,  and  the  country  is  beau- 
tiful now  with  the  spring  greens.  We  have  heard  the 
nightingale  once,  singing  beautifully.  Neither  the  Rhine 
nor  Moeelle,  however,  is  very  blue  yet, — mud-colour  rather, 
we  have  had  so  much  wind  and  wet;  but  the  ''arrowy  river" 
is  fine  anyway,  what  a  rush  it  makes,  as  if  there  were  some- 
thing very  good  at  the  end  of  its  course  :  here  I  could  mora- 
lise, but  I  won't.  I  am  washy  and  spiritless,  and  should 
degenerate  into  twaddle. 
The  ^^Atbensoum/'  by  special  request,  when  I  have  done 
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with  it,  goes  to  the  Hotel,  for  the  benefit  of  the  English  who 
come  there.  They  are  not  numerous  jet,  but  must  be 
coming,  when  they  do  come,  in  shoals.  I  was  diverted  with 
one  young  fellow  who  came  up  to  go  to  some  clerkship  at 
Mayence,  a  true  Cockney.  He  thought  his  "  dampschiffe  " 
billet  was  a  passport,  so  left  the  latter  at  Cologne,  and  came 
on  here.  He  got  me  to  explain  the  money  to  him,  and  after 
all  was  done,  exclaimed  in  a  real  Bow-bell  voice  :  "  Well, 
arter  all,  there's  no  place  like  Lonnon  ! " 

I  also  met  at  a  shop  here  with  a  Parisian  cockney — of 
whom  I  shall  make  a  sketch  k  la  Sterne — a  cobbler's  boy ! 
He  told  me  he  came  from  Paris  several  times ;  asked  me 
whence  I  came, — ''from  London*''  "Ah,  Monsieur,  est-il 
prbi  de  Paris?" 

Pray  tell  Mrs.  Dilke  one  of  the  last  little  table  displays 
I  have  seen  here.  At  the  table  d'hdte,  the  English  are  fond 
of  copying  foreign  customs  and  manners.  First  pull  out 
the  crumb  of  your  roll,  about  half  of  which  roll  up,  and 
work  between  your  fingers  (if  snuffy  the  better)  into  little 
balls  as  big  as  marblea  They  will  not  look  exactly  like 
Wordsworth's  "White  Dough,"  but  rather  dirty  putty. 
When  you  have  used  your  quill  toothpick,  stick  it  up,  bolt 
upright,  in  one  of  these  dirty  ballfi^  a  little  flattened 
beneath,  as  you  may  have  seen  candles  stuck  in  extempore 
day  candlesticks  at  an  illumination.  Should  it  (the  tooth- 
pick) want  cleaning,  furbish  it  up  with  one  of  the  other  dirty 
bread  balls ;  then  it  will  be  ready  for  further  use  !  This 
I  should  think  a  very  polite  piece  of  manners,  for  I  had  it 
from  a  gentleman  who  wears  a  black  velvet  great-coat,  and 
a  ribbon  at  his  button-hole,  and  who  evidently  does  not 
think  small  beer  of  himself,  or  vin  ordinaire,  as  I  ought 
to  say  here.  Mind,  don't  extract  this  in  the  "  Athenseura.'* 
or  'twSl  be  recognised.     It  \b  dangerous  wnlmg  lo  ^StA 

VOL.  X  1    ' 
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editor  of  a  paper,  bo  in  want  of  original  extracts !  Shall  I 
write  you  weekly  a  foreign  letter  here,  as  your  oorrespondent 
from  Munich  1  There  are  no  fine  arts,  or  literature,  or 
scientifics  or  politics  here,  but  I  can  make  them.  Have 
you  heard  of  our  young  sculptor,  Hoche)  his  group  of 
Goethe  supported  in  the  arms  of  Charlotte  and  Werther 
is  just  put  up,  but  the  pedestal  is  too  low.  Professor 
Swaltz*s  '^  Essay  on  the  Architecture  of  the  Catti "  has  made 
a  great  sensation  here,  and  has  quite  filled  all  mouths, 
which  a  week  ago  were  occupied  with  the  project  for  having 
a  new  pump  in  the  Rhein  Strasse,  and  enclosing  the  parade 
with  posts  and  raila  Noui  verrons.  In  my  next,  I  shall 
give  you  an  account  of  the  grand  party  at  Prince  Pfaffi's, 
iic.,  &C.,  &c.  I  could  make  you  a  double  number  of  very 
Foreign  intelligence.  Or  shall  I  send  you  some  free  trans- 
lations from  the  German  1  They  translate  from  me,  and 
I  ought  to  show  my  gratitude.  If  I  may  choose,  I  should 
like  to  make  my  first  experiment  on  Kant's  Transcen- 
dentalism. I  have  been  to  the  Hotel  of  an  evening,  and 
got  a  good  notion  of  German  philosophy, — ^perhaps  you 
are  not  aware  that  it  is  laid  on  with  pipes,  like  the  gas  in 
London !  I  have  tried  to  draw  some  of  them,  but  a  real 
smoker  beats  the  pencil  It  is  a  mistake,  by  the  way,  to 
say  **  he  is  smoking,'*  he  is  not  active  but  passive, — "  being 
smoked  1 "  How  they  suck  their  pipes,  like  great  emblems 
of  second  childhood,  so  placid,  so  innocent,  so  unmeaning  ? 
"  Mild  as  the  moonbeam ! "     ♦     ♦ 

My  kindest  regards  to  Mrs.  Dilke  and  Wentworth,  and 
believe  me  ever,  my  dear  Dilke, 

Yours  very  truly, 

Thos.  Hood. 
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The  following  letter  was  addressed  to  John  Wright,  Esq., 
of  the  firm  of  Wright  and  Folkard,  wood  engravers  of 
Fenchurch  Street.  This  gentleman  ludertook  the  arrange- 
ment of  the  "  Comic  "  during  my  father's  absence,  correcting 
the  proofs,  and  superintending  the  more  mechanical  part  of 
the  work. 

872|  OisTOK  HoF,  CoBLEirs,  Sept,  12th,  1835. 
My  dear  Wright, 

You  will  be  glad  to  hear  that  I  cannot  write  at  great 
length  to  jou,  because  I  am  busy,  and  able  to  be  busy. 
You  may  imagine  what  a  delight  it  was  to  us  to  see  the 
Elliots, — they  are  so  very  kind  and  friendly.  Besides,  it 
was  a  comfort  to  have  his  opinion  about  me,  though  I  am 
much  better.  I  almost  growl  at  feeding-time  if  the  dinner 
is  not  ready.  We  dine  at  a  very  genteel  hour — two  o'clock, 
which  is  also  the  Governor's  time.  The  universal  people 
take  it  at  one.  But  I  find  the  difierence  more  striking 
mentally  than  corporeally  even;  and  ideas  now  come  of 
themselves  without  being  laboured  for — and  in  vain.  In 
fact,  I  know  that  I  have  a  mind,  or  according  to  the  famous 
form,  *'Cogito,  ergo  sum.**  I  believe  that's  something  like 
the  Latin  for  it,  but  I  forget,  for  /  had  a  Latin  prize  at 
school/  As  I  find  a  positive  pleasure  in  the  power,  its 
exercise  must  be  equally  pleasant,  and  I  think  I  shall  get 
on  rapidly;  indeed,  some  evenings  I  have  been  quite 
delighted  with  my  comparative  fertility  of  thought  I  have 
been  so  unwell,  I  am  down,  and  diffident  as  to  what  I  da 
I  shall  have  some  more  Sketches  on  the  Road,  and  some 
German  stories,  so  I  havo  not  been  quite  idle  even  in  bed. 
I  did  hope  to  be  earlier  this  year,  but,  as  all  philosophers 
must  say  when  it  comes  to  he  imposs'ible,  '*  \t  C8t£L\>  \>^ 
helped "    I  am  only  too  ha.ppy  to  exclaim,  \\Ve  Wv'a  ''^c^ox 
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scullion  in  *  Tristram  Shandy,**  "  Fm  alive.**  But  some  day 
I  hope  to  make  my  account  even  with  the  storm  ;  for  there 
were  some  Eugene  Aram-like  Tersee  rambled  through  my 
brain  as  1  lay  for  the  first  night  alone  here — I  believe  a 
trifle  delirious,  but  I  remember  something  of  their  tenour, 
and  I  have  a  storm  by  me  to  work  them  up  with.  You 
see  I  am  cutting  out  work  for  the  winter.  ♦  ♦  I  am 
sorry  about  Gilston  Park.  It  would  have  turned  all  my 
hares  white  in  one  night,  and  then  such  a  herd  of  detn, 
I  have  only  three  here,  Jane,  Fanny,  and  Tom ;  but  they 
make  a  strong  ring  fence  about  ma  What .  a  lot  of 
Tremaines  he  must  write  to  get  it  back  again.  We  authors 
are  an  unlucky  set — freehold,  copyhold,  or  copyright. 

Kind  regards  to  all  God  bless  you,  and  send  you  bright 
days,  that  we  may  meet  in  1855  like  two  Bothschildren  just 
come  of  age  and  into  our  fortunes. 

Yours  ever  truly, 

Thomas  Hood. 

P.S. — "  Vallnuts*  is  in,  and  thrippins  an  underd,  and  will 
be  lowerer  !''     Think  of  that  1 

In  the  latter  part  of  September,  or  beginning  of  October, 
our  friend  left  with  his  regiment  for  Posen,  and  the  fol- 
lowing letter  was  written  by  my  father  as  if  from  M.  de 
Franck  to  himself,  as  a  quiz  upon  the  bad  memoiy  of  the 
latter.  It  is  a  curious  jumble  of  wilful  mistakes,  and  the 
changes  are  rung  through  every  variety  that  can  be 
thought  of. 

*  Mj  father  had  a  great  fondness  for  mits,  which  his  doctors  were  Terj 

loth  to  allow  him.     On  one  occasioD  mj  mother  kept  a  quantitj  of  them  in 

»  cbiffonier,  and  lued  to  lock  the  door  that  he  might  not  get  too  many. 

^e  committed  an  amiable  amatenr  larceny  by  taking  out  the  drawer,  and 

^aJtln^  the  nuta  out  of  the  cupboard  through  the  apcrluro.— \.  U. 
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Posnr,  Odcher  SOt^,  1885. 

Ht  DiAB  Mr.  Wood, 

The  departure  of  a  friend  for  Coblenz  affords  me 
opportnnitj  of  which  I  ayail  myself  with  much  pleasure, 
and  especially  as  it  enables  me  to  prove,  in  spite  of  your 
fiipetious  hints  of  my  inconstancy,  that  I  am  not  unmindful 
of  my  absent  friends.  On  the  contrary,  I  assure  you  that 
on  our  march  hither  my  thoughts  often  wandered  back  to 
Coblenz,  and  rested  on  you  and  your  amiable  wife  and  in- 
teresting family.  Nay,  although  I  am  now  quartered  in 
a  city  of  infinitely  more  bustle  and  gaiety,  and  have  besides 
more  multifarious  military  duties,  still  I  can  honestly 
declare,  as  this  letter  is  a  proof,  that,  in  spite  of  such 
numerous  avocations  and  distractions,  my  memory  has  never 
fiiiled  to  recur  to  the  many  pleasant  evenings  I  pabsed  at 
your  apartments  in  the  Rhein  Strasse.  Indeed,  I  may 
almost  say  that  I  find  Posen  itself  rather  dull  for  want  of 
such  hours  and  companionship,  and  especially  that  of  your 
lively  little  girl,  whose  remarks  used  to  please  me  so  very 
much.  I  never  hear  the  name  of  Maria  [Georgiana]  but  I 
think  of  her  and  her  merry  dark  eyes,  not  forgetting  her 
little  brother  Peter  [William].  Sometimes  I  wonder  whether 
lina  (you  see  I  do  not  forget  anyone)  gets  more  intelligible 
to  her  mistress,  and  I  often  wish  my  German  could  be  ngain 
tasked  to  interpret  between  her  and  Mrs.  Good.  These  are 
delightful  reminiscences  to  me,  and  I  shall  cherish  them  to 
the  last  moment  of  my  life.  Let  time  rob  me  of  what  it 
may,  it  can  never  efface  these  traces  of  real  friendship — even 
if  I  did  not  possess  such  a  souvenir  to  remind  me  of  you  as 
the  "Comic  Manual"  ["Chemical  Annals'*],  which  you 
were  so  kind  as  to  present  to  me  as  a  keepsake.  I  assure 
you,  my  dear  Mr.  Woodthorpe,  I  value  it  very  much,  and 
I  did  not  foiget  it,  and  Jeave  it  behind  me  at  «k  ^VWid  ^m^ 
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house  on  the  right-hand  side  of  the  road  between  Pfaffendorf 
and  Hocheim.  The  landlord's  name,  I  think,  was  Steibel. 
Your  story  about  "Was  the  other  Dead  Man  a  Beggar  1** 
runs  in  my  head  as  much  as  ever,  and  oflen  sets  me 
thinking  of  you ;  which  always  ends  in  the  wish  that  I  could 
say  here  to  my  servant^  as  I  used  when  I  was  quartered  at 
Ehrenbreitstein,  ''I  am  going  to  Mr.  Blood's  1"  Even  Juno 
seems  to  miss  your  indulgence ;  she  looks  melancholy,  and, 
I  dare  say,  longs  in  her  heart  to  have  another  romp  with 
your  little  boy,  or  a  race  with  Miss  Sarah  round  your 
garden.  Poor  Juno  !  I  never  take  a  walk  with  her  of  an 
evening  without  regrets  at  our  separation.  I  assure  you  I 
have  marked  as  a  lucky  day  in  my  calendar  the  one  on 
which  I  first  met  yourself,  Mrs.  Woodroflfe,  and  little 
Margaret,  on  the  banks  of  the  Rhine.  I  can  only  comfort 
myself  with  the  hope  that  I  am  allowed  to  live  in  your 
remembrances  as  you  do  in  mine  :  in  my  mind's  eye  I  see 
you  all  plainly  at  this  moment,  seated  in  that  little  room 
which  looks  on  the  Mosel  bridge.  As  for  little  Caroline, 
I  picture  her,  of  course,  surrounded  with  her  dolls,  or  play- 
ing with  her  old  favourite  cart  and  horse.  I  suppose,  by 
this  time,  through  running  about  imder  a  German  Sim,  her 
little  brother  is  as  brown  as  she  is ;  but  there  is  no  harm 
in  that,  for  one  is  not  very  solicitous  about  having  fair  boys. 
If  my  memory  serves  me,  the  complexion  of  her  other 
brother  was  very  dark.  It  is  very  singular,  but  when  I 
arrived  at  Posen,  I  did  not  find  any  old  friends.  You  will 
say,  of  coiu^e,  that  I  had  forgotten  them ;  but  I  will  leave 
my  defence  to  Mrs.  Wedgwood,  who  used  to  stand  my  friend 
in  such  cases  when  you  ran  me  so  hard,  and  promised  me 
a  slice  of  bread  and  butter  for  a  keepsake.  The  faithfulness 
and  minuteness  of  my  recollections  in  this  letter  ought  also 
to  speak  forme,     I  can  only  say,  if  it  should  please  Fortune, 
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even  twenty  years  hence,  to  throw  us  again  together,  you 
win  find  that  neither  your  features  nor  the  name  of  Wood- 
ley  have  escaped  my  memory,  which  was  always  reckoned 
a  very  good  one.  But  we  shall  meet,  I  trust,  in  a  much 
shorter  interval  than  a  score  of  years.  I  am  tantalised  here 
flometimes  with  rumours  of  our  returning  to  Coblenz  early 
in  next  spring.  Should  we  do  so,  I  suppose  I  shall  hardly 
know  Miss  Flora  again,  for  by  that  time  her  pretty  black 
hair  will  be  long  enough  to  tie  into  tails,  as  the  German 
little  girls  dress  their  heads.     Pray  give  my  love  to  her, 

and  ask  her  if  she  remembers  Lieut   von  F and  his 

dog  Juno.  There  is  a  little  girl  here,  thirteen  or  fourteen 
years  old,  just  about  her  height  of  figure,  and  talking  a 
little  French  also,  who  reminds  me  vividly  of  my  little 
friend  in  Coblenz.  She  has  the  same  black  eyes  and  hair,  and 
is  equally  fond  of  skipping-rope  and  swinging.  If  I  remember 
rightly,  those  were  little  Katherine*8  favourite  pastimes. 

And  now  my  dear  Mr.  Goodenough  my  time  of  duty  warns 
me  to  conclude.  It  will  give  me  sincere  pleasure  if  you 
should  think  this  letter  worthy  of  a  return  in  kind,  in  which 
case  I  beg  you  will  be  particular  in  giving  me  every  informa- 
tion of  yourselves  and  your  family.  Pray  take  care  of  your 
health,  and  do  not  negleot  my  advice  about  currents  of  air. 
I  remember  you  had  a  discoloration  under  the  eye  as  if  from 
a  severe  blow  through  sitting  in  a  thorough  draught.  You 
must  not  prosecute  your  medical  mathematical  studies  too 
closely.     By  this  time  I  trust  Mrs.  Woodbridge  is  quite  well, 

and  has  no  further  occasion  for  the  services  of  Dr.  B . 

I  sincerely  hope  she  will  feel  no  more  ill  effects  from  the 
dreadful  storm  she  encountered  in  coming  from  England. 
Have  the  kindness  to  present  my  respectful  regards  to  her, 
with  my  best  wishes  for  her  health  and  welfare,  fiJift.  ^  V%.^y3 
mod  B  safe  return  in  due  time  to  NortliamptOTva\va^\^acAr 
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land].  I  think  you  told  me  you  came  firom  Edinburgh, 
indeed  I  remember  you  had  the  Northern  accent,  and  which 
no  doubt  enabled  you  to  pronounce  the  German  so  correctly. 
Pray  give  my  love  to  Miss  Anne,  and  tell  her  I  hope  she 
does  not  neglect  her  pianoforte.  I  remember  all  tbe  airs  she 
used  to  play  to  me.  Her  brothers,  I  fear,  will  have  forgotten 
me,  otherwise  I  should  desire  to  be  named  to  them  with 
kindness.  I  shall  eagerly  expect  every  post  to  hear  from 
you  j  and  let  me  again  beg  of  you  to  mention  every  one 
belonging  to  you,  even  your  dog.  You  could  not  afford  me  a 
gi-eater  gratification ;  and  if  liltle  Charlotte  would  add  a  P.S. 
in  her  own  hand,  for  I  remember  she  wrote  very  well,  my 
pleasure  would  be  complete. 

Accept  my  kindest  regards  to  you  and  yours,  and  pray 
believe  me, 

My  dear  Mr.  Woodgate, 
Tour  veiy  sincere  friend  and  well-wisher, 

Philip  db  Franok. 

P.S.  I  shall  watch  the  newspapers  for  announcements  of 
your  new  works.     I  hope  that  some  day  you  will  publish 
another  novel  like  your  Tilbury  House  [Hall]. 
To  Jambs  Wood,  Esq.,  Ooblenz. 

872,  Oastor  Hor,  Ooblutz,  Nq9.  Srd,  1886. 
My  dear  Wright, 

I  had  yours  with  great  delight,  for  I  was  very  anxious 
about  the  fate  of  my  box.  I  have  made  some  ifiquiry  and 
suspect  the  cause  of  the  delay  waa  that  they  were  things 
never  sent  before ;  and  that  when  examined  at  the  frontiers 
between  Prussia  and  Holland,  they  did  not  know  what  to  do 
or  to  charge.  I  think  such  a  delay  not  likely  to  happen 
again,  but  shall  take  every  precaution.  I  had  declared  here 
what  they  were,  and  will  in  future  get  them  sealed  by  the 
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Dwume  here  if  I  can.    The  MS.  I  will  send  post  after  post 

as  I  write  it.     I  am  glad  what  I  sent  made  so  much.    Bef(^re 

this  you  will  have  found  out  what  was  to  be  done.     •     •     * 

I  am  glad  you  liked  Doppeldick.     If  I  can  only  travel  a  bit 

in  the  spring  here  I  will  make  ''  sich  a  Comic  as  never  vos." 

I  know  nobody  here  now  but  R ^  a  teacher  of  languages, 

who  drops  in  every  Sunday.     The  last  I  had  such  a  long 

palaver  with  him  in  French ;  and  I  really  believe  I  must  be 

to  him  as  Horam  the  Son  of  Asmar,  or  one  of  the  relaters  of 

the  Arabian  Nights — ^though  only  in  giving  him  an  account 

of  England — of  which  he  asks  me  such  questions  as  '*  have 

we  any  oaks  ?  '*  almost  if  ''  we  have  any  sun  or  moon."    I 

make  him  stare  with  truths  sometimes.     And  though  he  is 

pohte  like  all  foreigners  nearly,  he  almost  constantly  has  an 

involuntaiy  shake  of  the  head. 

*  *  •  * 

A  shopkeeper,  who  also  spoke  French,  one  of  the  few  I  am 
ou  speaking  terms  with,  died  the  other  day  of  '^  nervous 
fever,'*  being  swelled  like  a  man  with  dropsy!  Verily  I 
have  no  faith  in  the  doctors  here — we  are  sure  to  see  a 
funeral  every  day — the  population  being  only  20,000,  includ- 
ing troops.  I  heard  the  other  day  of  a  man  having  ffty- 
Jive  leeches  on  his  thigh  !  My  wig  !  why  they  out-Sangrado 
Sangrado  I  One  of  their  blisters  would  draw  a  waggon.  If 
I  should  be  ill  again  I  will  prescribe  for  myself 

I  will  conclude  with  a  Coblenz  picture.  Jane  in  bed, 
smothered  in  pillows  and  blankets,  suffering  from  a  terribly 
inflamed  eye.  In  rushes  our  maid  and  without  any  warning, 
suddenly  envelopes  her  head  in  a  baker's  meal-sack  hot  out 
of  the  oven  !  prescribed  as  a  sudorific  and  the  best  thing  in 
the  world  for  an  inflamed  eye  by  the  baker's  wife  (there's 
nothing  like  leather !).  What  between  the  suddenness  of  the 
attack  and  her  Btrong  sense  of  the  fun  o{  tiie  l\^%)  ^V[i^^sK:J 
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helplessly  laughing  for  awhile  and  heard  Gradle  coax  off  the 
children  with  "  Coom  schon  babie— coom  schbne  Fannische 
— mama  kranke  !'*  Encore  !  I  sent  a  pair  of  light  trousers 
which  were  spotted  with  ink  to  be  dyed  black  ;  after  six 
weeks  they  came  back  like  a  jackdaw,  part  black,  part  grey. 
I  put  my  hands  in  the  pockets  like  an  Englishman,  and  they 
came  out  like  an  African's.  I  think  seriously  of  giving  them 
to  a  chimney-sweep  who  goes  by  here ;  full  grown,  long 
nosed,  and  so  like  the  devil  I  wonder  Fanny  has  never 
dreamed  of  him.  There  were  two ;  but  the  other  was 
stoved  to  death  the  other  day  at  our  neighbour  the  general's. 

They  lit  a  fire  imder  him  when  he  was  up.     Our  Dr.  B ^ 

who  was  sent  for,  told  me  gravely,  that  he  could  not  revive 
him,  for  when  he  came,  the  man  was  "  black  in  the  face  !  "  • 

I  forgot  to  tell  you  that  when  Gradle  first  proposed  the 
hot  flour  prescription  of  the  baker's  wife,  Jane  had  flattered 
herself  that  it  was  only  a  little  paper  bag  of  hot  flour  :  and 
it  was  only  when  she  was  tucked  in  that  she  began  to  feel 
what  a  cake  she  was  !  I  wonder  what  they  do  for  rheuma- 
tism !    God  bless  you  1 

Yours  ever  truly, 

T.  Hood. 

P.S.  Fanny  sends  her  love,  **  not  forgetting  Jemmy  and 
Freddy,"  and  how  they  would  like  to  come  to  Coblenz  and 
see  all  the  soldiers,  and  the  generals.  There  is  a  man  of  the 
general's  who  rides  upon  a  horse  with  a  helmet  on  his  head. 
I  can  almost  talk  German,  I  shall  be  glad  to  come  back  to 
England.  Tommy  has  grown  and  is  very  fat  He  has  two 
sharp  teeth,  and  he  bites  my  fingers  when  I  put  them  in  his 
mouth.  I  am  very  happy  here,  because  I  can  see  the  band 
go  into  the  general's,  I  can  say  how  many  months  make  a 
jear,  and  how  many  weeks  make  a  month.  I  can  write 
vpon  my  slate  A.  B.  C.  and  figures.     And  ohl  I  have  a  great 
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house  for  my  doll%  and  three  rooms  in  it !  and  1  can*t  say 
any  more  for  my  head  aches,  and  I  have  a  great  many  tea- 
pots and  mugs,  and  I  have  got  a  cold,  and  a  kitchen !  Good 
night  and  love  to  you  and  Jemmy  and  Freddy. 

"  All  of  this  staff  is  Fanny's,  OTery  line, 
For  God's  sake,  reader,  take  them  not  for  mine ! " 

GoBLsms,  3ltt  Dee.,  1885. 

Mt  dear  Wright, 

Your  letter  arrived  yesterday  evening  to  my  great 
relief,  for  I  began  to  get  very  anxious,  supposing  the  book 
would  be  published  on  the  15th,  and  feel  sure  I  shall  be 
pleased  with  it,  when  I  see  it.  All  parties  appear  to  have 
done  their  best,  and  for  your  own  share  I  can  only  say  that 
I  feel  you  have  done  for  me,  as  I  would  for  you — ^your  very 
best ;  so  accept  my  best  thanks  accordingly.  And  now  you 
will  laugh  to  be  told  that  I  am  this  evening  going  with 
De  Franck  to  a  grand  ball  at  the  Casino,  where  will  be 
all  the  rank,  beauty,  and  fashion  of  Coblenz ;  of  course  not 
to  dance,  but  at  De  Franck*s  advice,  who  says  that  the 
German  New  Tear  ceremonies  are  worth  seeing,  and  I  mean 
to  see  all  I  can,  and  turn  it  to  account.  I  expect  to  commit 
myself  by  laughing  aloud,  for  when  the  clock  strikes  twelve 
I  shall  find  myself  all  of  a  sudden  the  only  unkissed,  un- 
embraced  individual  in  the  room ;  Franck  dined  with  us  on 
Christmas-day,  and  by  his  help  in  the  evening  we  had  a 
pretty  German  celebration  to  the  high  delight  of  Fanny; 
but  thereof  no  more,  as  we  hope  some  day  to  introduce  it  in 
England.*  Our  weather  is  variable,  generally  frosty — we 
have  a  little  while  had  cold  enough  in  all  reason,  the  oil 
froze  in  the  night  light  and  the  pound  of  butter  in  the 

*  Iliis  is  in  allusion  to  a  ChriBtmas  tree, — these  pretty  things  bem^^ 
then  quite  unknown  in  England. —F.  F.  B. 
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middle,  and  as  Katchen  made  a  padding  in  the  kitchen  the 
crust  froze.  The  Rhine  and  the  Moselle  are  full  of  ice,  and 
the  bridge  being  taken  away,  Franck  for  a  month  to  oome 
cannot  stay  with  us  later  than  nine  in  the  evening,  for  he  is 
quartered  at  Ehrenbreitstein  on  the  other  side,  and  must 
boat  it  across.  He  is  really  a  treasure  to  us,  thorouglily 
English,  unpresuming,  gentlemanly,  and  full  of  good  sense, 
fond  of  a  joke  withaL  Between  him  and  the  children  it  is 
quite  a  mutual  flame ;  on  their  side,  sometimes,  so  as  to  be 
laughable.  One  night  after  his  long  absence  I  hung  him  up 
in  effigy  as  a  deserter,  and  he  came  in  and  found  Fanny 
crying  at  it  as  if  breaking  her  heart 

N.K  My  thunder  and  lightning  waistcoat  is  come  I  bo  I 
must  go  and  dress  for  the  ball.  To  you  who  know  my  Juilntt 
all  this  must  seem  very  funny,  as  it  does  to  myself  I  expect 
to  be  highly  amused. 

Jane  is  going  to  curl  my  hair,  and  I  am  going  to  comb 
and  brush  it,  more  attention  altogether  than  hair  generally 
gets  here.  I  drink,  in  a  glass  of  holiday  hock,  to  you  and 
all  friends,  wishing  many  new  years  happier  than  the  happiest 
you  have  ever  known  or  imknown« 

To-morrow  I  set  in  for  a  new  year  with  many  serious 
thoughts,  a  few  sad  ones,  but  some  hopeful  ones.  I  will 
make  play  and  fight  the  good  fight,  never  fear  me.    Kemember 

me  kindly  to ^  but  tell  him  I  mean  nothing  short  of 

payment  in  full — ^no  composition  1  The  example  of  De  Foe 
is  before  me.  Somewhat  widely  is  known,  and  honourably 
and  honestly  shall  be  known  if  I  live  the  name  of 

Yours,  dear  Wright, 
Ever  sincerely, 

Thomas  Hood. 
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The  following  amusing  letter  to  Mr&  Dilke  is  without  date, 
although  fix>m  many  circumstances  it  was  evidently  written 
in  the  latter  part  of  1835. 

372,  OAST-Hix-orr,  GbD  blbs,  1885. 

Mt  dear  Mr&  Dilke, 

I  write  to  you  instead  of  the  D because  I  am  sick 

of  him  as  a  correspondent,  as  a  countryman  of  Taylor^s  said, 
''  who  would  go  out  with  a  fellow,  that  when  you  fire  at  him 
with  a  blimderbuss  only  returns  it  with  a  pocket-pistol  1 '' 
eren  so  have  I  sent  Dilke  huge  letters  full  and  crossed, 
enough  to  drive  him  blind  and  stupid,  and  give  him  a  chronic 
headache;  and  what  does  he  send  in  answer  but  a  little 
letteret  that  cannot  do  anybody  any  harm?  I  suppose  some 
day  I  shall  come  to,  "  T.  H.  is  received  **  at  the  fag  end  of 
the  Athenseimi,  amidst  the  mis-called  Answers  to  Corres- 
pondents. 

In  short,  I  resent,  as  people  resent  who  know  the  world,— 
that  is,  cut  him  when  he  is  milking  advances.  Tou  shall 
have  this,  who  will  put  it  amongst  the  haughty^ni^hn  you  are 
most  proud  of,  instead  of  telling  me  coolly  that  my  "  account 
of  the  whirlwind  at  Ehrenbreitstein,  and  the  story  of  the 
tooth-pick,  you  had  mislaid,  and  had  never  been  able  to  lay 
your  hand  on  it  since."  It  is  long  since  he  wrote  so  ;  but  I 
cau  harbour  malice  quite  as  well  as  Margate  pier.  I  scorn 
his  paltry  excuses  for  brevity  without  wit,  and  am  astonished 
that  he  could  have  the  face  to  plead  ''  the  disturbance  of  the 
gentleman  overhead,"  whose  noise  he  confessedly  slept 
through.  As  for  his  cock  and  a  bull  about  "  Mr.  Pap,  who 
was  burnt  at  Nottingham,"  I  am  of  Jane's  nurseiy  opinion, 
that  '*jEMEp  oughtn't  to  be  burnt,"  and  that  is  a  sufficient  notice. 

Regarding  his  whole  'pistle,  in  reality  but  a  pocket  'pistle 
cndoor  oompels  me  to  say,  I  cannot  conceive  how  any  man 
Mwid  write  «  dnJIer,  "with  Liston  ot\  otv^  icAib  ^Vvbl^ 


110  MEMORIALS  OF  THOMAS  HOOD. 

and  Miss  Kelly  on  the  other.**  Tou  see  I  do  not  spare  him; 
but  I  have  heard  that  in  England  it  is  a  sort  of  genteel  flir- 
tation with  the  wife  to  abuse  her  husband  to  her  &ce,  so  I 
mean  to  go  my  lengths.  Poor  dear  wretched  woman  1  I  can 
well  conceive  your  perplexity  with  him  at  those  Kentish  cliffs, 
for  as  you  say  *'  change  of  air  mil  bring  out  any  complaint 
that  is  hanging  about.'*  I  can  fancy  him  complaining  that 
all  the  chalk  was  not  cheese,  and  then  the  cheese  not  all  rhine, 
in  his  megrims.  Editors,  as  you  say,  are  but  bad  travelling 
companions,  and  as  Taylor  would  say,  they  are  but  bad 
visiting  companions,  or  before  this  he  would  have  left  his 
card  at  our  door ;  but  he  preferred  Maigate,  and  I  can  only 
say,  de  disgtutibus,  &c, 

I  don't  wonder  you  "  prefer  divines,**  as  I  do,  especially  if 
they  are  not  attached  to  any  particular  church  or  chapel ;  in 
token  of  which  I  last  week  gave  a  trifle  to  two  Catholic 
priests  towards  building  a  new  St  Castor's ;  being  perfectly 
persuaded  that  the  money  would  never  be  applied  to  its 
ostensible  use.  I  hope  all  stiff  and  back-bone  Protestants 
will  be  satisfied  with  this  my  apology. 

They  were  very  modest,  and  would  take  anything  they 
coidd  get,  even  copper,  so  I  gave  them  a  very  small  feather 
for  the  tail  of  the  weather-cock. 

If  I  recollect  rightly  your  style  of  singing,  you  were  also 
in  favour  of  ^'tollor'eration ;  besides  one  of  the  priests  allowed 
too  that  *^  Urns  les  hommes  sont  des  hommes,^  and  I  felt  obliged 
to  pay  him  for  being  converted  so  far  into  a  Protestant.  If 
Mr.  Dilke  exerted  himself,  he  might  get  me  a  missionary 
stipend.  The  man's  a  brute,  and  I'll  prove  it  by  his  own 
contrarieties ;  for  if,  as  you  state,  his  only  wish  on  the  coast 
was  to  "  avoid  the  sea,"  why  on  the  same  principle  of  logic 
did  he  take  you  with  him,  but  to  get  rid  of  you  1  Jane  feels 
for  jrou,  and  so  do  I,  and  indeed  so  do  Fanny  and  Tom  when 
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you  deacribe  taking  him  by  the  fin,  and  hauling  him  up 
''all  along  shore  there"  to  the  fish-market,  only  to  hear 
him  oomplain  like  a  porpoise  on  land  that  he  couldn't  ''get 
enough  fish."  As  to  lugging  him  up  to  the  Fort,  you  ought 
to  have  recollected  how  little  your  own  piano/orte  used  to 
interest  him. 

By  your  leave  what  you  did  with  him  was  an  error  of 
judgment ;  you  should  have  stuck  him  on  a  high  stool  at 
the  parlour  window,  and  made  him  pay  every  man  in  a  blue 
jacket  and  trousers  one  and  threepence  ha'penny.  Besides, 
you  forget  his  travels.  Was  it  likely  that  a  man  who  had 
crossed  the  Simplon,  would  care  to  cross  a  donkey  ?  or  that 
he  who  had  seen  St.  Peter's  at  Rome,  would  give  one  of  St. 
Peter's  pence  to  see  St.  Peter's  in  Thanet  ? 

Tou  must  have  forgotten  that  he  had  been  at  Venice,  when 
you  took  him  to  "  Snobs'  watering-place." 

To  get  him  into  plain  ''  yellow  shoes  and  a  pepper-and- 
salt  dressing  gown,"  must  have  been  a  mere  Margate  miracle 
after  the  outlandish  nightcaps  with  no  hole  to  'em,  but  like 
taaselled  rainbows  I  used  to  find  on  the  pillow  of  the  spare 
bed  at  number  nine.  Even  at  Ooblenz,  here,  and  he  recom- 
mended Coblenz, — a  plum-coloured  coat,  sky  blue  pantaloons, 
and  a  waistcoat  of  patchwork  in  silk  is  the  costume.  When 
he  does  make  a  holiday  in  future,  pray  make  him  look  more 
like  an  Editor,  that  is  to  say,  clothe  him  in  all  the  ''miscel- 
laneous articles  "  you  can  muster.  Judging  by  this  costume, 
I  suspect  a  good  many  of  the  Germans  here  are  editors,  and 

that  accounts  for  D wandering  in  this  direction.     But 

you  will  do  well  to  egg  him  on  in  this  fancy,  for  then,  next 
year  I  may  see  you,  and  in  the  interim  I  will  look  out  for 

German  J.  C ,  S and  Mrs.  C to  meet  you, — 

not  foigetting  a  Mrs.  Pap,  who  (D says  in  his  confidential 

letter  to  me)  is  "a  veiy  sociable,  good-lemipet^ '^otsv^^ 
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I  am  sure  lie  means  her^  though  he  oumiinglj  lays  it  on 
Mr.  P.  He  says  "  Mrs.  Pap,  whose  husband  was  burnt  at 
Nottingham — t?ie  latter  is  a  very  sociable,"  Ac.,  &o.  But 
don*t  be  blinded  so  grossly. 

Thank  God  you  will  have  left  ere  this ;  a  little  longer 
and  you  would  perhaps  have  been  left,  like  Ariadne,  on 
the  shingles,  looking  at  your  husband  gone  off  in  a  Pap-boat. 

But  ''henuff  hov'im,"  as  of  course  you  used  to  say  at 
Margate.  ♦  •  •  •  Tom,  Jimior,  who  came  to  Cologne 
a  little  "  shabby,  flabby,  dabby  babby,"  has  grown  a  young 
Eentuck,  who  can  lick  his  father — as  hard  as  naUs,  and  as 
brown  as  rusty  ones.  For  his  temper,  only  fancy  mine 
"  with  sugar.*'  So  imlike  Jane's  "  warm  without."  Then  he 
is  already  so  good  on  his  legs.  I  wonder  he  ever  required 
D.  **  to  stand  for  him,"  and  as  to  talking  he  can  say  papa 
when  he  likes.  I  have  no  doubt  he  only  don't  cut  his  teeth 
because  he  don't  chooie.  In  bulk,  he  is  really  a  double 
number,  but  a  good  deal  more  amusing. 

His  love  for  Cradle  is  more  beautiful  than  its  object,  for 
she  is  like  a  plain  Chinese  ;  but  he  will  know  better  as  he 
grows  up. 

Your  Godchild  is  well  and  very  good,  but  firom  seeing  pro- 
cessions, <S:c.,  is  half  a  Catholic,  so  if  you  please,  you  will 
come  next  year,  and,  according  to  your  vows,  teach  her  High 
Church. 

I  think  we  could  make  you  very  comfortable, — at  least 
you  would  not  need  to  lie  in  bed,  and  eat  split  peas  as  you 
did  in  Paris.  Jane  can  cook  a  little.  She  had  the  honour 
of  making  the  first  pie  ever  seen  in  Coblenz,  and  the  baker 
so  admired  it  that  he  abstracted  half  of  the  contents — ^green- 
gages. Gradle  can  cook  in  the  English  style  too,  but  she 
will  not  eat  what  she  has  so  cooked,  and  yet  I  imagine  it 
must  be  a  good  style,  for  a  poor  woman  comes  for  'Hhe 
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broth  the  ham  was  boiled  in/'  but  Jane  suspeots  that  it  is  for 
a  night-light, — ^being  nothing  but  water  and  oil  Tou  shall 
try  it  when  jou  come.  If  you  liked  Tivoli,  we  have  dozens 
of  such  tea-garden  places.  Mozelweis,  Schonbomlust,  the 
Salmiac  hut^  &o,,  &o,  I  took  the  Elliots  to  the  first  by 
moonlight,  and  gave  them  pimch,  but  nothing  to  eat  was 
to  be  had  save  some  cold  plum-tart  We  are  not  too  refined 
here  to  go  to  German  White  Conduits  and  Bagnigge  Wellse& 
In  the  garden  of  Schonbomlust  (which  reminded  me,  by  the 
way,  of  some  of  the  shrubberies  of  Lake  House),  we  saw  the 
lady  of  our  opposite  neighbour,  the  general  commander-in- 
chief  of  the  Rhenish  Provinces,  or  as  Fanny  calls  her,  Mr& 
Generous  (pro  general). 

His  Excellency  is  much  taken  with  our  brats,  and  often, 
as  he  rides  by,  gives  Fanny  what  she  calls  a  ''laughish 
smile.'*  But  the  admiration  of  the  Castor  Hof  is  Tom,  or  as 
Fanny  says^  ''  all  the  boys  that  traverse  the  street  call  him 
TVfnmtM,"  (she  got  the  fine  word  out  of  the  lesson-book). 
He  quite  takes  after  his  godfather  Dilke,  in  eating  every- 
thing  he  can  get,  and  plenty  of  it,  and  he  is  as  stout  accord- 
ingly— not  fat  but  solid. 

This  has  been  a  great  blessing,  and  altogether  we  are  as 
comfortable  as  need  be.  Our  lodgings  are  very  commodious 
and  pleasant.  A  sketch  I  send  Dilke  will  show  our  look-out 
at  the  back  :  and  we  have  a  tiny  kitchen — ^but  it  does — it 
doe&  We  shall  be  able  to  give  the  Elliots  a  dinner  on  their 
way  back. 

I  am  writing  in  a  little  study  with  a  bookcase  and  a  sofa 
in  it,  so  you  see  I  am  not  without  my  luxuries ;  Fanny  has 
a  little  bed-room  next  ours;  Tom  has  regularly  outgrown 
his  cradle. 

Thank  God,  Jane  and  I  have  stopped  gro^Rm^^  Icrt  %i^  Vl\% 
I  catwat  Btretch  at  Ml  length  in  tlxe  bed,  exc«\yV. 


VOL,  X  ^ 
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because  of  the  head  and  foot  boarda.  The  PrusBians  are 
imiversally  shortish  and  the  beds  are  in  proportion,  I  ought 
to  call  them  cribs.  Ours  is  like  ''  a  coffin  for  two.'*  So  you 
may  suppose  we  shall  have  no  difficulty  in  finding  spare  beds 
for  you  when  you  come.  Dilke  must  sleep  upright  in  a  cup- 
board. Mind  you  must  not  expect  to  be  saluted  when  you 
arrive,  it  is  not  the  ftshion  here,  we  haye  had  many  greater 
personages,  and  they  did  not  get  a  single  gun.  Queen  of 
Naples,  Princess  of  Beira,  Prince  Frederick  of  Prussia — not 
a  pop — at  last  came  the  King  of  Wurtembeig,  and  as  no- 
body else  did,  he  saluted  himself  with  wome  tiny  guns  from 
his  own  steamer. 

But  you  may  get  kissed  a  few ;  lieutenant  Franck  told  us 
that  when  the  third  battalion  of  his  regiment  came  here,  he 
had  to  be  kissed  by  about  thirty  officers  of  it.  It  has  a  very 
droll  effect  to  see  these  moustached  veterans  embracing  each 
other,  like  boardiug-school  missea 

Franck,  who  is  an  Englishman,  cannot  bear  it,  and  im- 
luckily  he  is  rather  short.  Allan  Cunningham  might  escape 
it.  I  saw  a  young  couple,  lovers  or  newly  married,  kiss  on 
separating  in  the  steamboat,  and,  after  going  a  few  paces, 
the  lady  turned  back  and  had  another  I  The  gent  by  this 
time  had  got  amongst  a  party  of  English,  for  whom  the 
scene  was  too  funny  to  withstand,  and  as  the  lady's  "  second 
thought "  took  efifect  in  the  midst  of  us,  we  all  burst  into  a 
general  roar.  The  King  of  Prussia  will  not  allow  his  officers 
to  marry  unless,  independent  of  pay,  the  couple  have  be- 
tween them  about  £80  per  <mnnm.  J  have  some  thoughts 
of  writing  a  pretty  little  romance  on  the  subject,  only  fancy 
the  distress  of  a  pair  of  such  turtle-doves  £5  short ! 

Imagine  them  getting  up  to  £79,  and  then  the  captain 

obliged  to  sell  out  10<.  a  year  for  a  new  uniform.     Sitting 

m  the  stocks  can  be  but  a  flea-bite  to  Vt.    1  ^o\)l<i\^t  lika 
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to  be  ft  >£either  with  money,  for  fear  Wilhelmina  or  Carlotta 
ihould  take  it  into  her  head  to  imitate  Miss  Blandj, 

To  be  Bure  the  king  has  some  right  to  look  after  the 
offioers*  matches,  for  he  pays  their  debts,  (I  wish  I  was  in  his 
servioe,)  and  altogether  he  seems  to  be  very  kind  and  con- 
uderate  towards  them.  What  I  hear  of  his  Majesty  I  like, 
and  am  therefore  pro  tempore  his  loyal  subject,  and  drank 
his  health  on  his  birthday.  Yesterday  we  toasted  "the 
Snobs'*  in  Horcheim  wine,  it  only  costs  id,  a  bottle,  and  was 
quite  good  enough  for  such  a  pledge.  I  cannot  help  think- 
ing your  Margate  trip  has  a  little  let  you  down,  and  you 
will  want  a  jaimt  up  the  Rhine  to  restore  you  to  gentility. 
But  pray  cast  off  your  Margatory  manners  and  costume  ere 
you  come.  One  night  there  was  such  an  English  party  at 
the  gardens  of  the  Weissen  Ross,  that  Franck  in  horror  told 
his  brother  officers  they  were  French  people. 

"  It  wam*t  hus,"  we  are  among  the  respectables  at  present^ 
and  one  comfort  is,  that  when  Jane  has  worn  out  her  bonnet 
and  all  her  caps,  if  we  can't  afford  new  ones,  it's  very 
fashionable  for  ladies  to  go  bare-headed  in  the  street. 

Then  for  me  a  blue  smock  frock  is  a  sort  of  sporting  or 
pedestrian  dress  for  gentlemen,  (and  though  I  can't  walk 
much,  or  shoot,  I  can  make  believe,)  when  I  have  worn  out 
my  best  brown  and  my  old  black. 

I  bought  a  cap  to  save  my  hat,  and  when  I  wear  it  I  am  so 
thin  withal,  you  would  take  me  for  a  jockey  who  had  been 
orertrained.  But  I  hope  to  fill  up  again,  for  I  am  going  to 
dinner  with  an  appetite  far  sharper  than  our  knives,  which 
you  may  set  your  heart  upon  without  hurting  it.  I  feel  quite 
a  gourmand  now,  after  going  for  months  without  dining, 
indeed  it  appears  to  have  been  a  joke  against  me  at  the  hotels 
that  I  went  to  the  table  d'hote  not  to  eat. 
JTaw,  iBooldBo,  it  the  dinner  is  not  ready  at  t^o\    iw» 
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likes  nothing  less  than  to  hear  me  exdaim,  **  slow  ooach  ! " 
which  means  that  our  household  affairs  are  not  going  on  at 
the  proper  pace. 

That  will  sometimes  happen,  for  plain  as  she  is,  our  Gradle 
has  a  lovyer  (perhaps  more),  and  goes  out  galliyanting.  I 
wonder  she  has  not  lost  him,  for  the  departure  of  some  five 
thousand  troops  to  the  reviews,  must  have  left  many  of  the 
Cohlenz  servants  at  a  loss  what  to  do  with  their  hearts. 
Comparatively  we  are  as  a  city  of  the  plague,  and  the  streets 
appear  deserted ;  the  officers  and  men  off  duty  were  always 
lounging  about  them.  Dinner  and  turn-out  is  as  common 
here  as  tea  and  ditto  in  England. 

We  often  see  a  party  of  a  dozen  officers  in  full  twig,  go  to 
dinner  at  two,  and  hop  the  twig  at  five  or  sooner,  over  the 
way.  I  cannot  quite  get  out  of  my  habit  of  sitting  up  to 
write  at  night,  and  when  I  am  going  to  bed  at  eleven  oi 
twelve,  and  look  out  of  the  window,  all  Ooblenzers  are  in 
bed  :  the  only  living  thing  is  the  sentinel  at  the  general's. 
At  noon  the  whole  town  literally  smells  of  dinner;  the  shops 
are  all  locked  up ;  and  great  is  the  consumption  of  grease 
and  garlic  Dilke,  who  is  anything  but  peaking  and  delicate, 
will  laugh,  and  say  he  never  met  with  anything  he  couldn't 
eat;  but,  upon  my  "  davit,''  I  saw  a  starved-looking  dog  in 
the  steamboat  refuse  to  touch  a  plate  of  scraps  set  before 
him  by  the  steward.  On  looking  over  Jane's  letter,  for  fear 
we  should  jostle  on  the  same  subject  (you  know  we  don't 
agree  very  well),  I  see  she  has  given  you  a  description  of 
Cradle's  dinner ;  so  I  refrain  from  mentioning  it,  and  will 
only  say  that  a  knife,  not  without  reason  in  Germany,  is 
called  a  messer.  As  for  Dilke  (to  recur  to  him),  you  know  his 
infatuation  about  everything  outlandish.  Doesn*t  he  send  to 
the  further  end  of  the  Edgware  Road  (or  where  is  it  ? )  for 
German  muatard — only  because  it  looks  dsrVAiet  ^ilfc^asi  XSaa 
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English!  TU  be  bound,  if  it  would  give  him  time,  he 
would  give  an  elaborate  panegyric  on  Frussic  acid,  because 
it  is  Prussian.  Only  try  him  1  We  would  give  a  trifle 
here  for  a  good  Margate  whiting  for  all  his  skits  on  that 
very  delicate  flavoured  fish,  at  this  distance  almost  too 
delicate, 

I  should  like  to  have  all  the  skate  and  flounders  he 
refused ;  and  if  I  possessed  but  a  brill  (that  "  workhouse 
turbot  *' ),  I  almost  think  I  should  venture  to  ask  his  excel- 
lency to  dinner ;  at  a  pinch  we  could  enjoy  sprats.  I  hear 
we  can  have  oysters  here  in  the  season,  rather  stalo-ish,  that 
is  to  say  they  come  like  all  other  travellers,  all  "open- 
mouthed,"  as  if  they  were  looking  at  our  lions.  They  eat 
them  with  vinegar  and  lemon,  and  Franck  says  you  cannot 
eat  them  without ;  for  though  you  have  them  in  their  shells, 
they  taste  a  little  too  corpse-like  ;  I  think  I  could  even  eat  the 
great  big  horse  oysters  toUh  tlieir  beards  on,  that  we  used  to 
leave  to  the  coal  porters  and  draymen  about  London.  We 
have  had  those  lobsters  of  Lilliput — small  crayfish — we 
thought  we  must  have  bargained  well  when  we  got  2-3  a 
penny,  but  when  Franck  supped  upon  them  with  us  in  the 
evening,  he  said  we  ought  to  have  got  a  himdred ;  perhaps 
we  ought  to  have  got  a  dozen  for  nothing.  But  the  poor 
rich  English  are  very  much  imposed  upon !  A  mattre  dhdtel 
(a  very  good  authority),  told  me  candidly  on  coming  up,  that 
there  were  three  tariflJB  for  the  English  "^ 

French  s. 


Dutch    \ 


He  stood  in  the  middle  predicament,  and  I  have  found  his 
statement  perfectly  true.  The  good  honest  Germans  are  as 
great  cheats  as  any,  though  I  confess  they  look  honest,  they 
are  so  stupid-like,  and  perhaps  honesty  is  stupidity.  I  had 
lome  shirU  made  here,  and  they  not  only  cbaxig;^  1V\!^  dcA.Vi 
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I  had  bought  of  them,  but  sent  me  home  some  shirti  so 
laughably  short,  I  could  only  make  shift  with  them  ;  this 
was  a  respectable  shop.  Franck  says  he  interfered  onoe  (he 
has  a  good  national  spirit  about  him),  when  he  found  some 
English  deplorably  fleeced  at  an  Inn.  The  fact  is,  though 
we  pay  three  times  as  much  as  the  natives,  it  is  still  so  cheap 
in  comparison  with  England, ''  dear,  dear  "  England,  that  one 
is  blinded  to  imposition.  In  my  last  letter  to  Wright  I  ven- 
tured to  conjecture  that  there  would  be  a  revolution  in  Eng- 
land, if  it  were  from  so  many  English  coming  up  the  Rhine, 
and  finding  what  a  deal  they  can  get  for  their  money ;  not 
that  they  would  wish  to  remove  their  kingy  but  that  they 
would  wish  their  sovereign  to  go  farther. 

Only  think  how  you  may  be  charitable  on  next  to  nothing 
by  giving  a  pfenning,  the  third  part  of  a  farthing ;  and  in 
this  blessed  coimtry  there  is  something  to  be  bought  even 
for  that  low  denomination.  I  wonder  what  you  can  get  in 
England  for  a  farthing,  for  the  ^'little  farthing  rushlight"  is 
only  a  fiction.  Only  fancy  Fanny  coming  to  me  when 
Gradle  is  going  to  market^  for  a  shilling  to  dine  the  whole 
household. 

We  have  not  tried,  but  I  really  believe  you  might  have  a 
snug  little  evening  party  for  half  a  guinea  !  I  suspect  you 
never  enjoy  the  sensation  of  fulness  in  the  only  place  where 
repletion  is  a  pleasure,  in  the  pocket ! 

You  might  here  go  out  of  an  evening  with  your  bag  full 
of  money ;  and  such  is  the  nature  of  the  coin,  it  would  only 
suffice  to  pay  for  a  lost  game  or  two  at  shilling  shorts.  For 
example,  fancy  yourself  the  mother  of  a  dozen  strapping 
Wentworths  (father  or  son  they  are  both  of  a  bigness),  and 
even  so  does  a  little  dumpty  shirt-button-mould  of  agroschen 
(a  penny),  expand  by  changing  into  twelve  goodly  pfennings 
—each  almost  a  ha'penny — whilst  for  a  dollar  (3  shillingsX 
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ycm  get  6  pieces,  each  as  big  as  the  old  eighteenpenny  tokens. 
Ton  mi^t  fell  an  ox  with  a  long  purse  that  had  a  pound 
translated  into  Prussian  at  the  other  end  of  it;  I  wonder 
Mrs.  Fry  neyer  came  here,  one  might  do  such  a  deal  of  good 
ostentatiously  for  a  shilling  a  week.  For  my  own  part^  I 
haye  not  gone  further  in  contemplation  than  a  little  feast  to 
the  poor  children  in  Coblenz,  as  I  used  to  see  the  orphan 
school  regaled  in  the  avenue  at  the  back  of  dear  One-Tree 
Hill  at  Wanstead. 

It  would  be  a  pretty  sight  in  the  Castor  Hof ;  and  fruits 
being  cheap,  only  think  that,  buying  wholesale,  I  could  for 
three  shillings  give  a  hundred  little  ones  nine  greengages 
a-piece. 

This  would  be  as  good  as  dining  them  ;  for  you  may  read 
in  the  **  Bubbles  "  of  a  tailor  and  his  son  who  lived  in  the 
season  on  plums.  If  you  would  like  to  join  in  the  enter- 
tainment, you  might  make  all  the  parents  drunk  for  about 
fourpence  a  head,  with  music  ad  libitum  for  eighteenpence. 
I  assure  you  I  was  in  doubt  at  the  hotel  at  a  table  d'h6t.e 
whether  I  could  offer  a  penny  farthing  to  a  nice  lady-like 
young  woman  who  had  been  so  obliging  as  to  sing,  accom- 
panied by  her  harp,  all  dinner-time.  However,  as  the  coin 
was  neither  silver  nor  copper,  I  managed  not  to  be  vulgar 
altogether,  nor  yet  extravagant.  You  will  be  surprised  to 
hear  that  nothing  at  all  seemed  to  be  very  genteel,  and  some 
of  the  gentlemen  gave  it  with  a  smirk  and  look  as  if  they 
expected  a  salute  in  return.  Never  mind  Dilke,  /  say  Ger- 
mans are  not  liberal  (of  course  only  speaking  from  the  sample 
here),  and  yet  we  have  an  instance  of  liberality  under  our 
eyes  enough  to  redeem  a  nation.  How  munificent  are  the 
poor  to  the  poor,  casting  into  shade  the  most  splendid  bene- 
fiustions  of  princes ! 

Next  door  to  us  (a  tavem)  there  lives  %  i^oot  tcAsiAaiR^  \  >ii^^ 
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house  is  her  own  property,  and  therefore  the  charitable 
lunatic  asylums  are  closed  against  her.  Her  brother  and 
heir  ill-treats  her,  and  is  supposed  almost  to  starve  her,  for 
the  sake  of  the  freehold ;  and  the  poor  wretches  at  the  back 
tenements,  weavers  and  other  famished  human  weazels 
(the  woman  who  begs  our  ham-broth  amongst  the  rest), 
thrust  up  to  the  poor  mad  creature,  on  the  points  of  sticks, 
fragments  of  bread  and  food,  of  which,  Qod  knows,  to  look 
at  them,  they  are  scant  enough  themselves.  This  I  call 
charity ;  and  it  makes  me  so  pleased  with  the  givers,  that  I 
wish  I  were  but  that  King  of  Hams,  the  King  of  West- 
phalia, to  allow  them  ham-broth  to  swim  in  if  they  so 
pleased. 

And  now,  having  given  you  this  pretty  episode  to  sweeten 
my  asperities  in  my  letter,  I  will  leave  you  with  an  agree* 
able  impression  of  human  nature  and  myself.  I  have 
written  a  long  letter,  because  I  thought  your  kindness 
woidd  be  pleased  with  it,  being  a  cheerful  one,  after  some 
anxiety  on  my  account.  Besides,  I  write  to  you  (I  hope 
Dilke  won^t  be  jealous)  c(m  amorty  seeing  that  we  have  been 
always  very  good  friends,  and  have  never  disagreed  but  at 
secondhand.  I  mean  when  I  coidd  not  put  up  with  your 
pickled  oysters,  and  you  could  not  endure  my  preserved 
sprats.  So  I  heartily  reciprocate  your  "  Gk)d  bless  " — which, 
I  remember,  when  only  females  were  in  the  case,  used  to  be 
followed  by  a  sort  of  smack  that  might  have  been  heard 
from  No.  9  to  Pimlico  palace.  I  do  not  know  whether  I 
ought — but  the  Germans  do— and  Fd  rather  you  than 
Dilke;  and  besides,  I  recollect  how  you  sobbed  and  cried 

when  Doctor  S       »  went  away  without  offering .     So 

here  goes — consider  it  enclosed !  On  second  thoughts  I 
have  judged  it  better  to  keep  up  appearances  with  your 
husband  hj  writing  to  hixiL    So  that  while  I  get  you  to 
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remember  me  kindly  to  William  and  Wentworth  and  Taylor 
and  Chorley  and  Holmes,  and  all  other  friends,  I  can  get 
Dilke  to  forget  me  kindly  to  all  the  rest,  which,  I  feel  sure, 
he  will  punctually  fulfil  He  must  have  forgot  himself  when 
he  went  to  Margate.  I  only  wish  when  he  goes  to  the 
coast  again  ''  may  I  be  there  to  sea.'*  Of  course  you  did 
not  dip  him,  for  he  is  more  than  a  mould  already.  Fanny 
asked,  in  her  innocent  way,  "  Did  Mr.  Dilke  go  about  with 
a  basket  and  pick  up  shells  ? "  I  told  her  "  No  ;  but  he  used 
to  take  a  ride  out  on  a  donkey  with  you  behind  him  on  a 
pillion."  I  don't  wonder  at  the  child's  wonder.  In  the 
name  of  Earl  Goodwin  (who  rented  the  famous  Sands), 
what  did  you  do  with  his  appetite  ?  He  is  not  a  man  to 
go  about  picking  shrimps  and  teazing  periwinkles  out  of 
their  shells  with  crooked  pins.  As  the  sea  air  is  sharpening, 
I  wonder  he  did  not  eat  you,  who  are  as  plump  as  a 
partridge,  with  Mrs.  Pap  by  way  of  bread-sauce.  Then  the 
hot  weather  you  both  talk  of  must  haye  made  him  open 
his  coat  wider  than  usual,  that  the  wind  might  get  down 
the  arms.  I  think  I  see  him  courting  the  sea-breeze. 
"  Upon  my  soid,  Maria,  this  is  a  delightful  place  1  So  like 
Coblenz !  So  you  call  this  Margate,  do  you,  my  beauty  ? 
Well — "  (a  grunt  like  a  paviour's)  "  and  I  suppose  you  call 
that  the  fort — humph  !  Considering  we  might  have  stood 
before  Ehrenbreitstein  instead  of  it — hah  ! "  (a  sigh  like  an 
alligator's).  "  My  God  ! — that  we  could  be  so  insane  ! — 
now  any  Christian  being  could  stay  a  month  in  it ! — why 
I  should  hang  myself  in  ten  days,  or  drown  myself  in  that 
stinking  sea  yonder !  There  is  not  one  thing  worth  looking 
at — not  one  !  I  know  what  you  are  going  to  say,  beauty ; 
but  because  the  Crosbys  and  the  Chatfields  are  such  donkeys 
and  the  Lord  knows  who  besides,  is  it  any  reason  because 
they  don't  act  like  common  rational  beingft ^     'fiwX* 
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come  along  !"  (no  offer  to  stir  though)  "let's  go  up  to  the 
market  and  look  at  the  fish,  for  I  suppose  you  know  there 
is  none  to  be  had  here,  because  it  is  so  near  the  coast.  To 
be  sure,  says  you,  there  is  whiting — and  so  there  is  at 
Billingsgate !  Tf  ever  I  go  again  to  a  watering-place — I 
believe  that's  what  you  call  it,  Maria — it  shall  be  Hunger- 
ford  Market  My  God  !  it  is  a  madness — a  perfect  madness 
— ^to  leave  home  and  oome  down  here  to  see — ^what?  a 
parcel  of  yellow  slippers  and  pepper-and-salt  dressing-gowns.*' 
Here  he  draws  down  his  mouth,  and  hoists  up  his  shoulders, 
till  his  coat-collar  hides  his  ears.  "  Well,  it's  too  late  now 
to  listen  to  common  sense.  It  serves  me  right  for  being 
such  an  ass.  By  the  time  my  holidays  are  over,  I  shall 
know  how  to  spend  them  !  But  perhaps  ycu  like  it  better 
than  I  do,  for  there's  no  disputing  of  tastes. 

"  There  may  be  something  to  recommend  even  Margate, 
though  an  angel  from  heaven  couldn't  find  out  what  it  is. 
I  know  7  can't,  unless  it's  having  a  drunken  noisy  vagabond 
overhead  to  keep  you  awake  all  night  long.  But  I  forget, 
my  darling,  you  don't  sleep  so  light  as  I  do—  so  much  the 

better  for  you  !     Then  there's  his  sister  that  Mrs. what 

d'ye  call  her,  Tops-and-Bottoms,  with  her  infernal  bobbings 
and  curtseyings  and  over-civility.  Damme  if  I  know  how 
to  answer  the  woman!  I  suppose  according  to  Margate 
manners,  we  ought  to  ask  her  to  Grosvenor  Place.  But 
mind,  Maria,  when  she  does,  Fm  at  Somerset  House  1  Come 
along "  (not  a  stump  stirred  yet).  *^  I  suppose  we  must  see 
what  isn't  to  be  seen  in  our  salt-water  Wapping.  All  /  have 
seen  is  *  London  butter,' — just  think  of  that,  Maria^ — 'Lon- 
don butter  may  be  had  here.'  Why  so  it  may  in  London 
without  going  sixty  miles  by  sea  for  it ;  and  you,  my 
darling,  as  sick  as  a  dog  I  Spasms !  I  don't  wonder  you've 
liad  spasma;  Pve  almost  had  them  myself.     It's  the  cursed 
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BegativeB  of  tlie  place,  rather  than  anything  positive, — 
tlie  utter  bleakaess  and  deBolation  of  the  country  against 
the  Btinks  of  the  Bea-ahore.  Lord  !  that  a  man  with  a  nose 
on  his  face  should  come  here ;  and  here  too  one  has  to 
remember  that  there  are  such  places  as  Goblenz ;  and  such 
a  river  as  the  Rhine.  I'U  tell  you  what,  Maria  I "  Here  be 
tells  yon  nothing;  but  stooping  otm  his  base,  like  the 
leaning  tower  at  Bologna,  he  takes  a  very  long  pinch  of 
Banff,  and  then  anathematiaiug,  shakes  the  dust  off  his 
fingers  against  aU  Margate  and  all  its  inhabitants,  present 
and  future. 

There  !  isn't  that  a  portrait  of  him  to  the  life — a  cabinet 
picture — a  gem  !  Pray  take  care  of  it,  to  be  a  comfort  to 
you  when  you  are  a  widow.  Perhaps  I  shall  send  bim  a 
sketch  of  you  aa  a  companion  picture,  for  I  can  fancy  you 
quite  as  Tiridly.  If  I  recollect  rightly  you  ^ere  at  Margate 
before  and  liked  it  amazingly.     Between  your  raptures  and 


tAian/iM  fvw<^    JuM\A/t*i^xAJ  . 


hia  disguata  I  suppose  yon  got  up  a  qnarrel,  for  I  obserrea 
you  say  in  yonr  letter  that  "you  are  both  getting  a  little 
nwte  reeimaied."    He  must  hare  been  anful — anil  C^^^'A 
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it  was  his  splenetic  atta^  on  the  donkeys  to  yent  his 
humane  notions  that  originated  the  notice  to  visitors 
about  "  wanton  cruelty.'*  Take  my  adyice,  if  ever  you 
get  him  to  Margate  agatin  put  him  up  to  be  raffled  for. 
And  now  as  the  Germans  say  ''a  due!"  eras  you  would 
say  "  a  do." 

''  If  these  pages  should  be  the  happy  means  of  exciting 
one  virtuous  impression,  or  confirming  one  moral  or  religious 
principle,  or  lightening  one  moment  of  human  suffering,  or 
eradicating  one  speculative  error,  or  removing  one  ill-founded 
prejudice,  the  writer  will  have  his  reward,  and  will  not  have 
written  in  vain." 

I  am, 

My  dear  Mrs.  Dilke, 

Yours  ever  veiy  truly, 

Thos.  Hoon. 

P.S.  I  dined  well  to-day  on  such  a  haricot!  that  I'm 
persuaded  Jane  is  the  best  cook  in  Goblenz.  So  I  have  done 
the  handsome  thing  and  rtf  her.  She  had  nothing  a-year 
before,  and  I  have  doubled  it  We  got  a  Westphalia  ham 
against  the  Elliots'  return,  at  five  pence  a  pound.  It  is 
the  finest  I  ever  tasted ;  such  a  flavour,  quite  answerable 
to  its  odour,  which  is  as  imique  in  its  kind  as  that  of 
the  best  £au  de  Cologne  I  They  call  it  here  the  "  ranch," 
answerable  to  the  Scottish  reek ;  but  I  will  say  no  more 
here  about  edibles  or  you  will  compare  me  to  Matthews, 
who  began  with  writing  "The  Diary  of  an  Invalid,"  and 
ended  a  Gourmand.  I  should  like  to  send  you  a  real  West- 
phalian,  but  then  the  duty  I    You  ought  to  take  one  back 

with  you,  as  Miss  M did  her  sweetmeats  from  India ; 

Bhe  brought  a  Iai;ge  box  of  them — preserved  Lord  knows 
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what — but  the  castoioB  demanded  so  much  that  instead  of 
bringing  them  ashore  she  went  and  ate  them  all  up  on  board 

herself.     I  had  this  from  Dr.  E ,  who  was  called  in  to 

her  after  "  the  Gorge.** 
P.a  God  bless. 


CHAPTER  IV. 


1836. 

At  Ooblens — ^Lettert  from  Mrs.  Hood  to  Mrs.  Elliot— Letter  to  Mr. 
Dilke— Acoompanies  the  19th  Polish  Infantiy  in  their  March  to 
Berlin — ^Letters  to  his  Wife — Betums  to  Cobleni — Illness— Lettera 
to  lient  de  Franck,  Mr.  Wright^  and  Mr.  Dilke — Commences  **  Up 
theBhine." 


At  the  beginning  of  this  chapter,  I  have  inserted  the 
following  letter  from  my  mother  to  her  firiend  Mrs.  Elliot, 
not  only  as  interesting  in  itself,  but  also  as  giving  a  correct 
histoiy  of  the  "trussing'*  of  the  Christmas  pudding,  to 
which  such  frequent  allusion  is  made  by  my  &itb^t  vii  bi& 
mibgequeDt  letters  to  Mr,  de  Franck* 
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872,  Cabtoe  Hot,  Ooblihi»  2S(A  Jan.,  1886L 

Mr  DBAR  Mr&  Eluot, 

Your  welcome  letter  arrived  with  many  othen  in  a 
parcel  on  New- Year's  eva 

We  are  all  well  now  except  Hood,  who  eyerj  now  and 
then  has  a  slight  return  of  illness  and  weakness,  which  I 
trust  when  the  spring  eomes  he  will  get  over.  •  •  •  •  I 
have  recovered  the  nae  of  my  eye  in  spite  of  all  mismanage- 
ment, but  I  suffered  great  pain.     I  had  three  spots  on  the 
white,  or  rather  the  red  of  the  eye  like  seed-pearL     You  will 
recollect  that  the  people  here  are  most  of  them  troubled 
with  weak  eyes.     Hood  says  they  are  generally  brown,  but 
border  on  red.     I  forgot  to  tell  you  in  its  proper  place,  that 
is  to  say  round  my  eye,  that  I  was  ordered  leeches,  which 
were  applied  by  a  sort  of  barber-surgeon,  an  official  not  now. 
known  in  England.     Hood  desires  me  to  make  known  the 
best  part  of  his  practice,  namely,  put  the  leeches  for  five 
minutes  into  a  basin  of  tepid  water,  which  makes  them 
lively,  and  eager  to  bite;   obviating  the  tediousness  and 
trouble  of  the  English  method.     And  fortunately  Hood  in 
his  candour  ventured  to  approve  of  the  plan,  and  drew  upon 
himself  the  retort  of  **Now,  Sir,  you  may  write  to  England, 
and  tell  them  how  to  put  on  leeches."     But  the  Germans  do 
not  know  wliere  to  put  them,  for  he  put  one  in  the  comer  of 
my  eye.     We  Iiave  since  had  the  following  bill :  "  To  his 
Lady  to  put  blood-suckers  at  your  eye,  six  shillings,"  which 
charge,  translated  into  English,  according  to  the  relative 
value  of  money,  would  be  twelve  shillings  for  merely  putting 
them  on,  exclusive  of  the  "blood-suckers;"  but  Hood  thinks 
the  method  is  worth   attention,   and  I  only  mention   the 
charge  da  a  warning  to  any  friends  who  may  be  coming  up 
tlie  Rhine,  as  a  sample  of  what  we  &ad  Uk>  «v]iX%V}  obtaina 
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throughout  as  regards  the  English ;  this  man  never  receiving 
more  than  a  third  from  the  nativea 

Hood  is  80  disgusted  with  their  illiberality  in  this  respect, 
that  he  likea  to  publish  it  as  much  as  he  can,  especially  as 
the  English  are  the  greatest  benefactors  to  the  Rhenish 
towns.  I  am  not  sure  whether  I  shall  be  able  to  restrain 
Hood  from  going  to  the  steam-packets,  when  they  arrive 
with  the  English,  to  say,  ^  Take  care  of  your  pockets." 

I  will  now  give  you  a  pleasanter  subject — Hood*s  descrip- 
tion of  the  ball  at  the  Casino  on  New- Year's  eve.  I  made 
him  sit  by  me  and  dictate  it.  "My  ticket  to  meet  all 
the  rank,  beauty,  and  fashion  of  Coblenz  cost  only  twenty 
groschen,  and  it  was  well  worth  every  shilling  of  the  money. 
His  Excellency  General  De  Borstell,  commander  of  all  the 
Rhenish  provinces,  was  there,  and  so  was  my  tailor,  and 
the  man  of  whom  I  bought  my  black  stock.  To  be  sure, 
although  in  one  room,  there  was  a  West  End.  The  rank 
particularly  occupied  the  top  comer  ;  so  the  right-hand  and 
the  left  comer  next  the  door  seemed  to  be  the  favourite 
with  the  snipe  and  snobs.  To  do  the  latter  justice,  they 
behaved  with  much  more  decency  and  decorum  than  would 
have  prevailed  in  such  a  motley  assemblage  in  London. 
How  would  you  stare,  too,  in  London,  to  see  at  a  ball  a 
score  or  two  in  the  uniform  of  common  soldiers  ofifering  their 
partnership  to  the  ladies !  But  the  fact  is,  as  everybody 
must  be  a  soldier  in  Prussia,  there  is  no  purchasing  com- 
missions: some  of  the  common  soldiers  are  the  sons  of 
barons.  The  dances  were  waltzes,  gallopades,  and  centre- 
danses,  the  last  like  our  quadrilles.  They  mostly  danced 
welly  especially  the  waltz,  which  is  such  a  favourite,  that  I 
saw  girls  stand  up  for  it — steady-looking,  decidedly  serious 
as  a  Sunday-school  teacher — whom  I  should  as  soon  have 
expected  to  see  whirl  off  with  a  young  man  ro\]Ji<9L  \!Iqa  x^xsk 


Its  MEMOfilALS  OF  THOMAS  HOOD. 

after  sixty  other  couples.  They  made  my  head  spin  at  last 
with  looking  at  them.  But  the  music  was  beautiful— 
excellently  played.  I  think  /  could  at  least  have  JUmnced 
about  in  time  to  it  myself  The  instruments  were  many  and 
various.  They  seemed  never  to  tire  of  the  whirligig ;  and 
De  Franck  says,  they  often  waits  upon  those  polished  floors, 
similar  to  the  Duke  of  Orange's  yon  saw,  where  we  can 
hardly  walk  without  breaking  a  leg,  as  the  Duke  of  York 
did  I  was  amused  to  see  De  Franck  and  a  young  lady  each 
pull  out  a  card  or  little  book,  and  register  something  in  the 
Tattersall  style  of  betting ;  it  was  an  agreement  to  each 
other  to  dance  together  at  a  certain  ball,  perhaps  a  month 
to  come.  From  time  to  time,  the  company  refreshed  them- 
selves in  a  suite  of  rooms  laid  out  with  tables,  each  company 
paying  for  its  own.  For  my  own  part,  I  got  on  pleasantly 
enough  amongst  a  party  of  Franck's  brother  officers,  one  of 
whom  instantly  tendered  to  me  a  glass  of  Cardinal,  {.«. 
Bishop  (only  cold),  with  wine,  sugar,  and  the  rind  of  a  small 
green  orange  they  grow  here,  of  the  size  of  a  cotton  ball,  and 
which  has  the  peculiar  property,  that  a  little  too  much  of 
the  rind  in  the  mixture  will  infallibly  give  you  the  head- 
ache !  I  wish  I  could  say  much  for  the  beauty  of  Coblenz ; 
but  there  were  only,  to  my  taste,  three  or  four  with  any 
pretensions.  The  great  favourite  was  a  Miss  Nasebeok.  The 
officers  hardly  reckon  it  a  ball  without  her.  Tet  she  is  not 
handsome ;  her  nose  is  decidedly  plain — snubby  even ;  but 
she  seems  clever,  which  is  rare  enough  here,  I  g^ess.  I  had  ' 
also  a  yoimg  wife  of  sixteen  pointed  out  to  me  as  interesting, 
but  she  looked  too  like  a  school-girl.  As  to  dress,  I  always 
get  scolded  because  I  could  never  describe  if  Miss  A.  or 
Miss  B.  was  in  blonde  or  bombazeen.  So  you  miist  excuse 
the  millinery,  especially  as,  being  of  all  grades,  they  wore  all 
Boite  offaahiona. 
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^At  last  came  the  dance  I  had  come  to  see !  Exactly 
at  twelve,  bang  went  a  minor  cannon  in  an  adjoining 
room,  and  the  walti  instantly  broke  up,  and  the  whole 
room  was  in  motion,  everybody  walking  or  running  about 
to  eichange  salutations,  and  kisses  and  embraces  with 
an  friends  and  acquaintances  male  and  female.  Such 
hearty  muuih  and  hugs,  and  hand-shakings  to  the  chorus 
of  ''Prosit  neu  Jahr!  Prosit  neu  Jahr!"  Some  of  the 
maidens  methought  kissed  each  other  most  tantalisingly, 
and  languished  into  each  other^s  arms,  I  am  afraid  because 
so  many  nice  young  men  and  gay  officers  were  present 
to  see  it  ]  but  then  the  fathers  and  mothers  were  as 
busy  kissing  and  be-kissed.  With  some  of  the  older 
folks  it  was  quite  a  ceremony ;  and  I  should  think  the 
demand  on  the  sentimentals  was  very  great  And  there 
an  the  while  stood  your  humble  servant — the  poor  English 
creature — the  disconsolate — the  forsaken — the  dummy — 
and  looker-on — and  what  you  will — ^with  my  lips  made 
up  and  my  arms  empty — a  lay  figure — while  the  very 
fiddlers  were  hugging !  Of  course  I  could  not  kiss  my  tailor, 
or  embrace  the  man  I  bought  the  black  stock  of.  But 
luckily  I  recognised  two  young  ladies  I  have  met  at  the 
Vertues*.  (You  see  I  stuck  to  the  Virtuous  though  Jane 
1001  not  present.)  We  had  never  been  on  speaking  terms, 
as  they  did  not  like  to  own  to  French  iox  from  the  best 
quality.  However  I  convinced  them  mine  was  no  better, 
,and  we  complimented  each  other  with  a  good  deal  of  ''  bad 
language.**  So  I  went  and  looked  a  salute  at  them,  which 
made  them  smile,  and  then  the  officer  who  had  presented 
me  the  glass  of  Cardinal,  came  and  shook  hands  with  me  ; 
and  even  this,  which  was  my  all,  comforted  me.  It  was 
really  a  funny  scene,  and  if  you  will  give  a  large  party  on 
New-Tear*8  eve,  and  have  plenty  of  beauty  »xA  luicA»Tv^\ 

VOL.  X  ^ 
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will  introduce  the  custom  on  my  return.    I  mean  to  try  and 
draw  it."  ♦ 

So  much  for  Hood's  New- Year's  ere.  I  must  now  tell  you 
my  story  about  the  Christmas  pudding.  The  Lieutenant  was 
with  us  on  Christmas  day,  and  enjoyed  my  plum  pudding  so 
much,  that  I  promised  to  make  one  for  him.  Hood  threat- 
ened to  play  some  trick  with  it— either  to  pop  in  bullets  or 
tcn-peuny  nails ;  and  I  watched  over  my  work  with  great 
yigilance,  so  that  it  was  put  in  to  boil  without  any  mis- 
fortune. 

I  went  to  bed  early,  telling  Gradle  to  put  it,  when  done, 
into  the  drawing-room  till  the  morning.  Hood  was  writing, 
and  says,  it  was  put  down  smoking  under  his  yeiy  nose, 
and  the  spirit  of  mischief  was  irresistible.  I  had  bought  a 
groschen's  worth  of  new  white  wooden  skewers  that  yery 
morning.  He  out  them  a  little  shorter  than  the  pudding's 
diameter,  and  poked  them  in  across  and  across  in  aU  direc- 
tions, so  neatly,  that  I  neyer  perceiyed  any  sign  of  them 
when  I  packed  and  sealed  it  up  the  next  day  for  De  Franck's 
man  to  carry  oyer  to  Ehrenbreitstein.  He  came  to  thank 
me  and  praised  it  highly.  I  find  that  while  I  was  out  of  the 
room  Hood  asked  him  if  it  was  not  well  trussed,  and  he 
answered  "  Yes "  so  grayely  that  Hood  thought  he  medi- 
tated some  joke  in  retaliation,  and  was  on  his  guard.  At 
the  ball  the  truth  came  out — he  actually  thought  it  was 
some  new  method  of  making  plum  puddings,  and  gaye  me 
credit  for  the  woodwork.  He  had  inyited  two  of  his  brother, 
officers  to  lunch  upon  it,  and  -Hood  wanted  t  to  persuade 

*  This  forms  one  of  the  illostratioBS  of  ''  Up  the  Rhine."— T.  H. 

t  And  nearly  succeeded  in  doing  to,  innocently  aausted  l^  the  officer  in 

question,  with  whom  the  padding  had  not  altogether  agreed.     Aa  he  did 

not  know  English,  and  my  mother  was  not  yet  up  in  Qermao,  a  pant»- 

mimo  ensned  on  hit  part  ezpreaaiye  of  indlgeation,  bat  conttraed  by  my 

f»tber  ua  deacriptire  of  the  agoniea  of  an  inteniai  skewer, — T.  H. 


MEMOBULB  OF  THOMAS  HOOD.  131 

me  that  the  "  Cardinal "  officer  had  swallowed  one  of  the 
skewers  1     Now  was  not  this  an  abominable  trick  7 

We  have  had  very  severe  weather,  and  at  first  suffered 
mueh  from  the  cold,  for  the  stoves  are  dreadful  and  unsatis- 
factory  substitutes  for  a  good  English  fire.  The  Rhine 
bridge  was  taken  up,  and  the  people  crossed  the  river  to  and 
fro  in  boat&  This  has  been  inconvenient  to  the  officers  who 
hve  at  Ehrenbreitstein,  as  the  private  and  public  balls  are 
numerous  at  this  season,  and  crossing  the  Rhine  through 
broken  ice  in  an  open  boat  at  twelve,  one,  and  two  in 
the  morning,  after  dancing,  is  not  very  agreeable.  Thej 
attempted  putting  up  the  bridge  again  two  days  ago,  after 
a  week's  complete  thaw,  and  got  it  a  quarter  over  on  each 
side^  but  yesterday  there  came  with  a  storm  of  wind  laige 
masses  of  ioe  from  other  rivers  that  flow  into  the  Rhine,  and 
tore  up  the  fastenings,  crushing  the  boats,  and  breaking 
them  into  pieces.  They  have,  however,  got  it  up  to-day 
again  partly,  and  if  fresh  ice  does  not  oome  it  will  all  be  up 
by  eleven  or  twelve  to-morrow.  The  week  before  last  we 
read  an  account  in  a  Coblenz  paper  that  the  ice  had  stopped 
at  the  Lurlei  (I  dare  say  you  recollect  that  singular  and 
p]ctiu*esque  rock  above  St  Goar),  and  that  it  was  "  moun- 
tains high,"  not  having  been  so  before  in  the  memoiy  of 
man.  We  found  from  De  Franck  everybody  was  going  to 
see  it,  and  we  nobodies  wished  to  join  them.  It  was  a  bright 
day,  dear  and  frosty,  and  I  who  had  not  before  been  above 
Coblenz,  enjoyed  the  scenery  greatly.  We  left  here  at  half- 
past  nine,  and  arrived  at  St.  Goar  to  dinner  at  half-past  one. 
We  set  off  after  dinner  to  see  the  ice,  which,  we  were  told, 
extended  far  beyond  what  we  could  reach  that  evening, 
having  to  return  here.  The  Germans,  who  are  apt  to 
exaggerate,  had  talked  of  icebergs  not  to  be  found,  but  still 
the  sight  WM8  well  worth  seeing.     Swppo^ug  'jow  \iw^  TkSjX. 
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forgotten  the  Lurlei,  imagine  that  narrow  paasage  blocked 
up  with  a  storm  of  ice  ;  for  the  immense  pressure  had 
heaved  it  up  in  huge  waves  and  furrows,  eight  or  ten  feet 
high,  each  ridge  composed  of  massive  slabs  of  ice  tossed 
about  in  all  directions.  At  every  bend  of  the  river  there 
had  been  a  dreadful  scuffle,  and  the  fragments  were  thrust 
upwards  end-ways.  But  the  mighty  river  would  not  be 
dammed  up— you  saw  it  now  and  then  in  a  narrow  slip 
rushing  like  a  mill  stream — then  it  plunged  under  the  ice 
and  boiled  up  again  a  hundred  yards  &rther  on.  At  one  bend 
of  the  river  a  green  orchard  was  covered  with  great  blocks 
hiu*led  over  the  bank,  one  could  not  suppose  how.  There 
were  some  ridges,  or  rather  ruts,  so  straight  and  evenly 
shaved  down,  that  one  fancied  some  giant  of  the  mountain 
had  driven  his  car  through  the  middle  of  the  ice,  and  that 
his  wheels  had  left  these  traces  and  deep  furrows.  But  on 
considering  it,  Hood  discovered  that  the  middle  ice  had 
moved,  while  that  on  the  sides  was  stationary,  and  the 
friction  had  worn  it  as  smooth  as  if  cut  with  a  knife.  We 
went  to  Oberwesel,  part  of  which  was  imder  water.  We  had 
not  time  to  proceed  farther,  though  we  both  agreed  that  we 
could  have  gone  ou,  and  on,  and  on,  to  see  more.  We  hear 
that  higher  up  a  church  was  surrounded  with  masses  of  ice 
so  that  only  the  steeple  was  perceptible.  The  Moselle  ice 
carried  away  a  youth  of  sixteen,  who  was  playing  on  it,  and 
a  similar  and  somewhat  romantic  incident  occurred  on  the 
Rhine.     On  the   island  just  above  the  bridge  resides  the 

Countess  of  P ,  who  walking  out  by  herself  to  see  the  ice 

floating  down,  managed  to  fall  in  ;  perhaps  she  was  pushing 
the  loose  bits  of  ice  as  the  children  do.  Heaven  knows  what 
foolish  process  brought  her  to  do  it — but  in  she  plumped  I 
As  Hood  says,  "some  Qerpian  cherub  that  sits  up  aloft" 
brought  a,  willow  bough  to  her  assistance,  and  there  she 
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hung,  well  preserved  in  ice,  a  good  long  spell — till  a  young 
man,  the  son  of  one  who  had  been  at  law  with  the  Count, 
her  father,  about  some  hundreds  of  thalers,  came  in  a  boat 
and  rescued  her.  There  has  been  much  speculation  whether 
the  lawsuit  would  be  dropped  by  the  old  gentleman,  out  of 
gratitude  to  the  preserver  of  his  daughter.  However,  I  have 
not  heard  the  result  Unfortunately  the  young  lady  is  not 
a  beauty,  or  even  interesting ;  being  very  short  and  stout, 
with  a  coarse  red  complexion,  and  tow-coloured  hair.  Our 
friend  says  she  attends  the  balls,  and  although  alwajB 
elegantly  dressed  with  a  jewelled  order  of  crown  and  cross 
on  her  bosom,  all  agree  she  looks  like  some  peasant-girl  from 
the  mountains — and  one  of  the  plainest  too  !  Hood  foretells 
she  will  give  her  preserver  a  lock  of  her  tow-coloured  hair, 
and  advise  her  father  to  proceed  with  the  law-suit.  This  is 
his  splenetic  idea  of  German  gratitude. 

On  the  11th  February,  the  Carnival  commences,  but  they 
seem  to  think  it  will  not  be  a  good  one  this  year,  it  was  so 
expensive  on  the  last  occasion,  though  I  think  to  the  sober 
English,  the  best  is  but  mere  trumpery  and  folly ;  it  is  well, 
however,  to  see  all  these  novelties  before  settling  again  at 
our  dear  English  fireside,  which  I  look  forward  to  with  all 
hope  and  comfort  Hood  promises  himself  the  pleasure  of 
writing  to  Dr.  Elliot,  to  whom  he  feels  much  indebted  for 
even  his  flying  advice,  as  it  has  done  him  much  permanent 
good.  The  steel  wine  appeared  to  be  of  such  benefit  that  he 
really  missed  it  when  he  chanced  not  to  take  it,  and  he  has 
had  no  return  worth  mentioning  of  his  complaint.  He  says 
he  has  entirely  to  thank  the  Doctor,  that  in  medicine  he  is 
not  an  Injldel,  and  that  here,  for  once,  he  has  no  double 
meaningless  meaning,  the  double  practice  upon  himself  and 
his  better  half  :  he  hopes  the  Doctor  will  not  accuse  him  of 
presumption  that  be  intends  to  practise  \i^x^  XuiMR^l^-AiXjX 
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only  upon  himself,  and  he  prays  God  earnestly  that  he  may 
not  have  need  of  such  bad  advice. 

How  we  missed  you  !  Though  it  could  scarcely  be  called 
a  glance  :  as  the  packet  went  smoking  down  the  Rhine,  we 
felt  as  if  left  upon  a  desert  island,  and  walked  back  to  look 
at  our  untouched  luncheon,  sad  and  silent.  We  then  said  to 
each  other,  *^  What  shall  we  dot"  and  both  agreed  we  must 
"go  out  a-pleasiuing," — so  off  we  set  to  t«ke  coffee  at  a 
roadside  wine-house  at  Mettemich;  we  walked  up  a  steep 
hill  through  a  pretty  wood,  and  took  by  surprise  a  beautiful 
plot  of  large  purple  wild  crocuses,  which  covered  an  open 
space  at  the  top ;  they  seemed  out  of  place  and  season,  and 
so  did  we.  We  brought  home  all  our  handkerchiefs  full, 
and  they  lasted  in  water  very  long,  as  if  for  a  souvenir  of 
the  day, — that  was  our  List  excursion  from  home,  till  we 
went  to  the  Lurlei  ;  for  Hood,  getting  better,  set  to  work — 
it  was  then  "  all  work  and  no  play,"  but  I  do  not  recollect 
seeing  him  get  through  it  better — he  finished  with  good 
spirits^  and  boiled  over  afterwards  with  some  droll  sketches 
for  the  work  I  told  you  of.  Talking  of  boiling,  I  must,  in 
self-conceit,  say  that  I  am  improving  decidedly  in  my  cook- 
ing, having  started  several  things  lately  "  in  the  fancy  line." 
Yesterday  morning  I  set  to  work  very  seriously  to  make 
some  potted  beef,  and  succeeded,  little  thinking  what  un- 
grateful jests  I  should  draw  upon  my  poor  head  from  Hood. 

Being  proud  of  my  own  fabrication,  I  produced  it  at  tea, 
when  De  Franck  came,  and  then  commenced  the  jokes  of  the 
good-for-nothing.  He  asked  with  apparent  interest,  how  it 
was  made,  and  I  said,  "  I  pounded  it  in  a  pestle  and  mortar.'* 
"  But,  then,  dear,  we  have  not  got  one,  you  know." 

In  short,  he  insisted  that,  like  the  Otaheitan  cooks,  I  had 

c^^ivd  it  ^mall ;  and  as  I  happened,  having  the  face-ache,  to 

put  my  hand  to  myjsLW  at  the  time,  \t  aoemed.  «b  wsrt^V^y 
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ration,  of  which  he  made  full  xise.  Upon  this  hint,  he 
huddled  joke  upon  joke,  till  we  were  couvuked  with  laughter, 
and  to-day  Franck  declares  he  laughed  in  the  middle  of  the 
night  Hood  called  it  "  Bullock  jam,"  and  when  I  asked 
him  what  he  would  eat,  he  replied  *^  what  jou  chew$y  To 
be  sure,  an  ox  here,  after  he  has  been  in  his  time,  a  plough- 
horse,  a  dray-horse,  and  a  horse  of  all- work,  might  give  an 
Ogress  the  face-ache.  I  have  also  attempted  a  mince  pie  on 
a  large  scale,  which  was  so  reUshed  that  the  baker  abstracted 
half  the  contents  before  it  was  baked.  Talking  of  mince- 
meat, the  Lieutenant  tells  us  a  very  active  poison  has  been 
diaoovered  in  German  black-puddings,  of  course  from  the 
blood  being  in  a  bad  state.  There  have  been  several  martyrs. 
This  bit  of  information  is  aimed  at  the  Doctor, — Hood  hopes 

it  would  hit  him  in  the  stomach. 

•  •  •  •  • 

Hood  desires  me  to  say  he  will  write  to  you  without 
expecting  you  to  be  a  correspondent,  but  there  is  at  present 
no  news  worth  postage.  He  is  busy  collecting  materials, 
which  Head  has  let  slip  out  of  his  head.  *  *  *  Did  you 
ever  hear  of  bathing  in  malt  t  It  is  a  German  remedy.  You 
see  written  up  here,  "Beer  Brewery,  and  Bath  House.** 
Hood  will  have  it  they  bathe  in  the  beer.  As  you  recom- 
mend porter  sometimes,  he  sends  you  this  hint,  and  of 
course,  as  Head  insists,  the  patient  will  take  care  "  to  put 
the  head  under,"  with  the  mouth  open ;  pray  prescribe  it, 
perhaps  an  object  that  went  in  white  and  meagre,  would 
come  out ''  brown  stout ;"  he  thinks  little  children  may  be 
done  in  the  small  beer. 

Dr.  B.  is  going  to  London  in  the  summer,  he  said  to  tm 
when  my  eye  was  bad,  "  In  Germanee  we  do  cure  every- 
thing, all  but  Death,  that  is  the  divine  \kw''    ^^%i^^ 
how  tbejr  cured  the  typhus  fever,  and  Yie  wi^  ^^  0>cl\  Vi 


136  MEMORIALS  OF  THOMAS  HOOD. 

be  sure  with  cold  water !  **  De  Franck  nayn,  aome  time 
back,  they  prescribed  the  same  remedy  for  eTerjthing;  and 
every  pump  iu  the  place  was  an  apothecary. 

Pray  accept  our  best  thanks,  and  kindest  regard^  and 
believe  me, 

My  dear  Mr&  Elliot, 

Yours  veiy  sincerely, 

Janb  Hood. 

The  steam-packets  commenced  coming  up  the  Rhine  to- 
day, and  the  bridge  is  up  again.  One  seems  more  com- 
fortable at  these  signs  of  better  weather,  though  it  may  be 
long  ere  the  Dampsohiffe  bring  any  friends  to  us,  and  seldom 
that  we  cross  the  bridge.  Hood  and  De  Franck  are  talking 
of  wonders  they  are  to  do  in  the  fishing  line  (not  meant  for 
a  pun).  The  perch  are  very  fine,  and  at  St.  Goar  we  saw  the 
salmon  jump,  and  they  say  they  are  to  be  caught  with  a 
liue.  I  think  Hood  is  laying  out  for  more  than  he  will  have 
time  for :  he  must,  if  he  has  health,  travel  for  his  new  book ; 
and  then  the  other  Comic  will  have  to  come  out  earlier  if 
possible.  We  often  speculate  what  we  shall  do  on  our  return 
to  England. 

Hood's  is  rather  a  greedy  style^he  says  he  will  stop  at 
some  cofiee  house  directly  he  lands,  and  have  some  bread  and 
ch€ese  and  porter,  and,  then  he  will  call  at  Williams'  noted 
shop  at  the  Old  Bailey  for  boiled  bee£  This  is  shockingly 
John  Bullish,  is  it  not  f  My  dear  little  boy  splutters  out 
with  much  anger  Cradle's  washing  of  bones,  with  fried  onions 
and  potatoes,  which  she  calls  soup. 

Think  of  this  and  of  the  poor  exiles,  and  write,  write,  write 

to  far  Cermany.     I  mean  to  be  so  gay  as  to  go  to  the  play 

here^  which  is  three  times  a  week.     They  play  an  opera 

c&lled  the  ^'Zampfer  "  which  is  very  fine  in\u^\c,  \ii«^  wiy ; 


1 
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and  they  finish  early  which  is  very  pleasant  for  me,  who 
cannot  depend  upon  Qradle's  care  of  the  children. 

I  must  conclude,  as  the  post-time  nears.  Please  give  our 
compliments  to  Mr.  Maiden.  God  bless  you  alL  The  best 
wishes  of  the  season  to  you. 

Believe  me  ever,  my  dearest  Mrs.  Elliot, 

I  Your  affectionate  friend, 

Jane  Hood. 

At  Hier  Diubbl's, 
752,  ALTiir  Qrabbh,  Coblbitz,  Jwm  20tA,  1886. 

Mr  DSAR  DiLKB, 

Many,  many  thanks  for  your  letter,  and  the  kind 
interest  and  trouble  it  evidences  on  my  behalf.  They  are 
such  as  I  might  have  expected  from  the  best  and  last  friend 
I  saw  in  England,  and  the  first  I  hope  to  meet  again. 

We  are  in  much  better  lodgings,  at  the  same  cost,  though 
our  address,  literally  translated,  is  at  "  Mr.  DeviFs,  in  tlio 
Old  Grave."  We  are  now  near  the  Moselle  bridge,  in  a 
busy,  amusing  street,  but  out  of  the  town  in  three  minutes' 
walk. 

We  did  not  part  with  Miss  Seil  without  some  serio-comic 
originality  in  her  struggles  between  extortion  and  civility. 
One  moment  she  kissed  Jane  like  a  sister,  and  the  next 
began  a  skirmish.  First  came  Suspicion  that,  as  we  left  a 
little  before  the  time  agreed  on,  we  would  not  pay  up  to 
it  Satisfied  on  that  point.  Content  fell  to  kissing.  Then 
Memory  suggested  we  had  broken  two  or  three  old  chairs 
and  a  glass,  but  finding  we  had  replaced  or  sent  them  to  be 
mended  ourselves,  she  fired  a  fresh  salute.  Away  we  went, 
and  then  Avarice  prompting,  she  sent  a  volley  ot  cYv^vt^^  la.<i,^ 
we  had  fio^  broken,  to  be  repaired,  and  requested  lYi"ft  \aa  o\ 
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the  rooms.  That  promised  so  soon  as  we  should  have  deared 
out  and  cleaned  up,  she  fell  to  compliments  again;  but 
sniffing  that  she  meant  to  whitewash,  repair,  and  brush  up 
at  our  cost,  we  were  obliged,  in  self-defence,  to  hold  the 
keys.  Thereupon  she  had  the  lockt  picked^  and  set  to  work, 
and  hinted  she  would  favour  me  with  the  bills.  So  I  entered 
into  the  correspondence,  and  as  she  had  sent  Jane  a  quantity 
of  notes  im  German,  I  thought  it  only  fair  to  give  her  one  in 
English,  which  I  knew  she  must  carry  half  over  the  town  to 
get  translated,  and  then,  I  fear,  it  will  not  be  very  flattering. 
I  pointed  out  to  her  that  she  had  no  right  to  both  rooms  and 
rent,  and  as  picking  locks  u  a  grave  offence  in  Prussia,  she 
must  have,  and  had,  presumed  on  a  foreigner's  ignorance  of 
its  laws.  This  has  shut  her  mouth,  and  stopped  the  bills, 
and  also  the  hilling,  Gradle  marched  on  the  1st  of  March 
(military  again),  and,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  made  a  bad  end. 
First,  as  Tom  didn't  at  all  want  physio,  she  showed,  or  let 
him  find  his  way  (whilst  his  mother  was  out)  to  the  cup- 
board ''wot  holds  the  honey-pot"  Secondly,  having ''  vained 
de  Bibi,"  she  did  her  best  to  unvain  him  again,  and  set  him 
roaring  all  at  once  after  his  *'  Mutter."  Thirdly,  as  Fanny 
had  the  face-ache,  she  opened  all  the  windows  directly  our 
backs  were  turned,  and,  having  taken  a  fit  of  cleanliness,  she 
was  busy  one  day  brushing  down  the  dust  from  the  ceiling 
and  walls  over  Missis's  gowns.  She  had  warning  for  the  1st 
of  March,  but,  as  Jane  is  as  unlucky  as  ^  Joe,''  *  this  of  all 
years  was  leap  year.  It  is  too  certain  the  dear  departed 
made  a  per-centage  on  everything  she  bought  for  us.  I 
declined  to  sign  a  certificate  of  honesty  Yertue  had  given 
her,  so  she  cast  her  eyes  on  Joseph,  the  carpenter,  whom  she 
got  to  marry  her,  induced  by  the  fortune  of  a  "Bibi"  two 

'  "  Unlucky  Jot, "  U  the  best  chsracter  in  my  father's  noyel,  "  Tylnej 
Sail  "~-T.  K 
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jean  old,  and  150  doUan  saved  out  of  the  60  she  had 
receiYed  from  Yertue  and  us.  Joseph's  mother,  whom  he 
partly  supported,  dying  opportunely  the  day  before  she  left 
us,  the  wedding  was  fixed  for  the  fortnight  after  the  funeral ; 
but,  owing  to  some  mysterious  interdict  of  the  priest,  did 
not  take  place  till  a  fortnight  later. 

We  have  now  a  servant  with  a  seven  years'  character,  and 
the  consequence  is  eveiything  is  much  cheaper,  albeit  she  is 
not  a  good  bargainer.  Of  course,  though  we  do  not  quarrel, 
we  have  plenty  of  rnitunderUandingt,  We  have  changed  our 
butcher,  and  gained  a  penny  per  poimd;  ditto  laundress, 
and  saved  nearly  a  dollar  a  week.  In  short,  Jane,  whatever 
be  her  political  principles,  is  a  practical  reformer ;  and  I 
look  on  with  a  Conservative  eye,  lest  the  spirit  of  change 
should  go  on  madly  too  fisir,  and  I  be  SkdUmed  like  the  rest. 

As  for  **  chimney  ornaments "  (except  a  very  tall,  long. 
nosed  gentleman  in  black,  remarkably  like  our  English 
''  devil,"  who  sweeps  for  all  Coblenz),  we  have  not  even  a 
chimney-piece.  The  climbing  boy  here  is  really  one  of  the 
finest  men  in  the  place.  He  sweeps  the  chimney, — the  long 
iron  pipes  of  the  stoves  are  cleared  by  a  live  Friesland  hen, 
a  sort  of  fowl  which  has  its  feathers  turned  back  the  wrong 
way.  When  she  is  in  the  pipe  a  fire  is  made,  and  the  heat 
forces  her  to  make  her  way  into  the  chimney  with  the  soot 
among  her  ruffled  feathers.  She  then  cries  "grauch- 
Bohlaoht !"  which  is  the  German  for  ''all  up  !"  and  this  is 
at  least  as  true  as  some  bits  of  Yon  Raumer. 

I  am  writing  this  gossip  partly  to  amuse  Mrs.  Dilke.  The 
barber<urgeon  I  settled  with  thus  :  He  wrote  that  in  con- 
sideration that  I  might  not  be  able  to  afford  it,  he  consented 
to  take  one  dollar  instead  of  two.  To  which  I  replied,  that 
I  merely  resisted  an  imposition,  and  should  hand  over  the 
difbrence  to  the  poor.     Thia  I  did  to  the  pooT  ot  KtAi<iva\^ 
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near  Ehrenbreitstein,  where  280  have  suffered  from  scariet 
fever  j  and  a  subscription  was  opened  by  public  appeal  from 
the  over-burgomaster  of  Coblenz,  and  is  now  closed,  after 
two  mouths*  collection,  having  raised  twelve  pounds! — a 
smallish  amount  for  a  city  containing  a  governor-general, 
two  commandants,  over  and  under-presidents,  ditto  bui^go- 
masters,  and  about  twenty-five  to  thirty  carriage  families, 
and  many  rich  tradesmen :  but  these  are  anything  but  the 
honest,  conscientious,  liberal,  orderly,  warm-hearted,  intel- 
lectual Germans  we  give  the  country  just  credit  for.  The 
Coblenzers  have  other  attributes.  To  return  to  my  leech- 
gatherer.  I  do  not  intend  to  want  again  either  physician  or 
apothecary.  I  am  no  believer  in  astrological  conjunctions, 
but  I  must  insist  on  a  sinister  aspect  in  that  case  ; — a  Jew 
doctor  playing  into  the  hands  of  his  brother-in-law,  the 
apothecary,  who  has  been  described  beforehand  by  "Gil 
Bias,"  viz.  :  ^^  He  goes  strictly  to  mass,  but  at  the  bottom  of 
his  heart  he  is  a  Jew,  like  Pilate,  for  he  has  become  Catholic 
through  interest." 

As  Jews  must  not  be  apothecaries  here,  and  Hebrews  do 
not  forgive  apostacy  in  their  own  brothers  even,  I  fear  their 
good  understanding  must  be  allowed  to  be  ominous.  Now 
for  a  bit  of  farce  in  one  of  the  same  tribe.  He  came  to  me 
to  draw  up  an  advertisement  for  him  in  English,  on  the 
strength  of  which,  I  suppose,  he  has  set  up  here  as  Professor 
of  Philosophy  and  English,  Franck  knows  an  officer  who 
has  learned,  and  he  cannot  understand  his  English  at  alL 
The  officer  will  have  his  revenge  when  he  has  to  drill  the 
Professor  !  We  are  now  more  au  fait  here,  but  we  have  to 
fight  every  inch.  I  am  now  in  health  and  spirits  and  do 
not  mind  it ;  but  I  wish,  for  the  sake  of  the  lovely  country 
J  aiB  now  able  to  enjoy,  I  could  come  to  other  oonclu8ion& 
lam  not  writing  from  spleen  or  preiudVce,  ot  te«be;Ti\xckSt^  ^^ 
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the  loflB  of  money,  but  to  give  you  my  cool  and  deliberate 
impressionB  for  your  guidance  ;  and  a  resident  has  peculiar 
opportunitieB  for  observation.  Prejudice  be  hanged  !  and 
I  will  help  to  pull  its  legs.  But  I  want  fair  play  for  my 
countrymen,  against  whom  there  is  much  illiberal  feeling, 
which  is  the  more  annoying,  because  Germans  from  other 
parts,  who  think  well  of  us,  are  surprised  to  find  opinion 
against  us  on  the  Rhine  where  it  would  be  presumed  we  are 
so  well  known.  As  a  sample  of  what  I  mean,  there  is 
Schreiber's  sketch  of  "Die  Englander  in  Baden*'  referred 
to  in  your  No.  431  of  the  "Athenfleiun,"  which  I  wish  had 
fidlen  to  my  lot  to  review.  I  would  have  answered  him  with 
facts.  The  charge  that  the  rectitude  of  many  of  the  English 
is  not  to  be  uniformly  depended  upon  is  a  grave  one,  on 
which  I  might  retort  fairly  from  my  own  experience  as  equi- 
valent to  his;  and  choose  for  my  motto,  in  a  new  sense, 
"Beware — for  there  are  counterfeits  obroadP  With  few 
exceptions,  judging  from  those  I  have  had  to  do  with,  I 
should  put  them  in  two  great  classes, — Jew  Germans,  and 
German  Jews.  It  may  seem  a  harsh  verdict,  but  it  \a  forced 
upon  me.  As  for  the  English  quarrelling  about  coachmen*s 
fares,  ^,  it  is  hardly  worthy  a  traveller  to  squabble  about 
petty  over-charges,  but  extortions  may  become  too  gross  and 
palpable  to  put  up  with.  ThM*e  is  all  along  shore  here,  now- 
a-days  at  least,  a  sharking,  grasping  appetite,  which  growing 
by  what  it  feeds  on,  has  become  ogre-like  ;  and  knowing  the 
English  to  be  rich,  they  have  not  known  where,  prudently, 
or  with  good  policy,  to  stop.  There  was  a  colonel  hero,  the 
other  day  only,  crying  out,  naturally,  at  being  charged  in 
this  cheap  country  five  shillings  for  a  bed ;  the  landlord  of 
the  hotel  in  question,  chose  at  the  Carnival  to  burlesque  an 
Fngliah  family  travelling :  he  has  told  me,  the  English  are 
}oj  fMT  hie  beat  customers,  hut  the  ridicule  vras  cot\gwiva\  \;?^ 
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the  spirit  of  the  inhabitants.    The  truth  is,  we  are  murked 
for  plunder ;  and  laughed  at,  for  the  feuulity  with  which  we 
are  plucked,  as  if  it  were  a  matter  of  difficulty  to  cheat 
those,  ^ho  in  some  degree  confide  in  you — for  we  do  gene- 
rally set  forth  with  a  strong  prepoflseesion  in  fayour  of 
German  honesty.    I  beliere  in  it  myseli^  but  not  here,  where 
the  very  peasantry  (whom  I  like)  seem  to  lose  it    The  other 
day  a  woman,  who  used  to  sell  us  a  sort  of  cuixl  cheese, 
taking  advantage  of  Fanny,  who  carried  the  money,  took 
six  instead  of  three  groBbhon,  and  his  never  since  put  in  an 
appearance.     Again,  a  man,  who  left  a  Ibwer  for  Jane's 
approval,  who  declined  it,  called  for  it  over  night  quite 
drunk,  took  it  away,  brought  it  back  next  morning,  and 
made  her  pay  for  it  because  a  bud  was  broken  I  these  two 
are  within  ten  days.     Schreiber  taunts  residents  like  our- 
selves with  "  a  petty  and  ridiculous  economy,"  but  it  is  mere 
resistance  to  extortion  directed  pointedly  against  the  English. 
I  never  will  concede  that  the  rule,  that  we  are  to  be  robbed, 
only  because  wo  are,  or  are  supposed  to  be,  rich,  is  anything 
but  a  brigand  feeling.     Yet  ao  it  is.     There  is  a  separate 
tariff,  well-understood,  and  tacitly  acted  upon,  so  that  you 
shall  see  an  English  and  German  gentleman  sitting  at  the 
same  table  d'hote,  eating  the  same  dinner,  and  drinking  the 
same  wine,  but  at  very  different  costs  !     It  is  quite  a  free* 
masonry,  and  the  veiy  figures  in  the  carte  stand  for  several 
amounts.     One  night  we  sent  for  a  bill  of  fare  for  supper, 
and  De  Franck  pointed  out  to  me  roast  beef  (in  English), 
four  groschen,  and  directly  under  it,   the  same  dish  (in 
German),  three  groschen.    These  things  are  somewhat  repul- 
sive to  those  who  happen  to  be  their  guests,  shoidd  they 
chance  to  find  besides  that  their  character  is  attacked  as 
udMtIj  as  their  purse.    I  know  that  they  retail  stories  about 
//s,  which  have  falsehood  on  the  face  of  Vibem,  «m<^Ix  aa  the 
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BiUe  ttoiy  in  SofareibtTi  which  14  altogether  out  of  keoping. 
As  to  our  getting  into  rows  and  trespaMing,  I  used  to  watch 
the  steamer^s  airiTsl,  end  never  saw  a  disturbance,  but  with 
a  Chnman  kdj,  aocuied  by  the  steward  of  aeoretix^  a  spoon. 
But  that  Englishmen  might  get  into  rows  I  think  very  pos- 
sible, and  natural ;  I  expect  it  myselfl  The  lower  dass,  not 
mere  thieves  and  vagabonds  like  Londoners,  but  appren- 
tices;, workmen,  and  bojrs  almost  well-dressed,  are  black- 
guardly disposed. 

Fishing  has  brought  me  in  contact  with  them.  I  have 
never  been  without  annoyance,  and  it  is  positively  uneafe  to 
stand  within  pelt  of  the  Moselle  bridge.  Those  officers,  who 
have  taken  to  it  after  our  example  at  Ehrenbreitstein,  have 
positively  had  to  post  men  to  defend  them  from  large  sticks 
and  stones.  I  hope,  as  the  clown  says,  here  be^oc^.  Good 
or  bad  politically,  the  making  all  men  soldiers  serves  to  lick 
these  cubs  into  human  shape ;  it  makes  them  cut  their  hair, 
wash  themselves,  and  behave  decently,  in  fact  as  Puckler 
Muskau  says,  the  men,  who  have  served,  and  those  who 
have  not,  are  different  animals  indeed.  I  wish  I  oould  with 
honesty  write  more  in  the  tone  of  Mrs.  Trollops,  whose  book, 
by  the  way,  I  have  just  read ;  but  although,  so  treacley,  it 
does  not  please  the  nativea  Heaven  knows  why,  for  she 
does  not  object  to  one  thing  in  Prussia,  but  the  smoking. 
She  is,  however,  wrong  there  in  one  pointy  as  may  be  gathered 
from  the  pretty  strong  sentiments  she  puts  into  the  mouths 
of  the  German  giris  against  pipes.  A  likely  matter  when 
they  have  been  used  to  sniff  *'  hacky "  from  the  father,  who 
took  them  first  on  his  knees,  to  the  brother  they  played 
with. 

On  the  contraiy,  and  quite  the  reverse,  they  embroider 
tobacco  bags  for  presents  to  the  young  gentlemen,  as  English 
girls  knit  pwnea.    But  go  Anti-English  a  wnlw  a&^t^,T.^ 
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who  never  omits  an  opportunity  of  letting  down  her  country- 
men, might  be  expected  to  be  blind  to  the  Anti-English 
feeling  abundant  in  these  parts.  There  is  no  doubt  of  its 
existence,  I  manage  to  read  their  papers^  and  the  tone  is 
the  same. 

Extracts,  for  example,  headed,  ^'Distress  in  Eieh  England.** 
Like  "  the  haughty  Isle  of  shopkeepers,'*  a  phrase  made  use 
of  by  Schreiber.  Tis  the  mark  of  the  beast ;  they  covet 
our  riches,  they  resent  our  political  influence,  and  perhaps 
are  jealous  of  the  distinction  shown  to  the  English  in  some 
of  the  highest  quarters.  In  spite  of  Raumer  {a  Jewel  by  the 
way)  I  think  the  spirit  enters  into  our  commerce. 

The  merchant  here  I  had  your  wine  o^  said  he  did  not 
hope  for  any  reduction  of  our  duties  on  their  wines,  because 
the  Prussian  Tariflf  is  so  very  unfavourable  to  us.  Our 
goods  are  in  request,  so  that  even  they  simulate  English 
labels,  (fee.,  <fec.,  but  I  think  their  introduction  is  not  coveted 
by  the  powers.  My  little  package  was  detained  some  time 
at  the  frontier,  on  the  frivolous  pretext,  that  the  weight  of 
every  article,  a  fish-hook  for  instance,  was  not  specified.  I 
believe  the  tariff  is  also  averse  to  French  and  Italians ;  all 
I  know  is,  many  of  their  products  are  bad  and  dear  :  say, 
oranges  from  two  pence  halfpenny  to  3d  a  piece ;  salad  oil 
dear  and  execrable,  &c.,  &c.  And  now  to  Schreiber  again ; 
I  take  this  for  my  text-book,  because  he  represents  the  mass. 
Their  usual  ridicule  of  our  habits,  ko.,  might  fairly  and  with 
interest  be  retaliated.  For  instance,  an  Englishman  with 
coat-pockets  ''  big  enough  to  hold  a  couple  of  folios,*'  is  no 
more  ridiculous  a  figxure  than  a  German  with  ditto  capacious 
enough  for  a  pipe  and  a  bag  of  tobacco ;  but  this  far  from 
unusual  sneer  at  our  literary  and  reading  propensity  is  some^^ 
what  misplaced  in  Intellectual  Germany,  the  country  of  Goethe. 
A  book  here  seems  a  bugbear.     I  think  I  told  you  of  the 
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remark  of  the  Jew  Doctor  on  seeing  a  **  Times  "  paper ;  in 
the  same  style  my  new  Doctor  took  up  the  ''Athenaeum/* 
aaf^poaii^  it  to  be  a  monthly. 

When  I  said,  weekly,  he  threw  up  his  hands  and  eyes,  and 
wondered  how  we  found  time  for  it.  Time,  however,  is  the 
thing  least  wanted  here,  for  they  do  not  live  at  our  rate, 
and  oonsequently  have  more  leisiu-e ;  but  it  is  not  "  learned 
leisure/'  from  simple  want  of  will.  They  prefer  the  Virginian 
to  other  leaves,  and  volumes  of  smoke.  The  ''  Rbein  und 
Moael  Zeitung  "  supply  them  with  abundant  reading,  and  it« 
standing  articles,  probably  therefore  favourite  ones,  are  on 
beet-root,  sugar,  and  rail-roads.  Their  talk  is  of  thalers, 
thalers,  thalers,  except  when  they  smoke  in  the  hotels  of  a 
night,  or  at  the  Casino,  and  then  the  Quakers  could  not  hold 
a  more  silent  Conversazione. 

Galignani  is  prohibited,  and  the  only  English  papers 
aUowed  are  the  "Globe,'*  "Courier,"  and  the  "Albion"  or 
some  such  name.  So  much  for  the  Intellectuals.  Person- 
ally I  cannot  complain,  for  a  Colonel  has  translated  my 
"  Eugene  Aram "  for  his  wife,  having  heard  of  it  through 
Bnlwer's  novel :  Bulwer  (who  is  a  demi-god  here)  and  the 
Pfennig  Magazine,  and  native  works  on  medicine  and  mecha- 
nical arts,  are  the  main  bulk  advertised  here,  but  I  guess 
not  much  sold.  Another  fact,  and  I  quit  the  subject.  The 
extorting  spirit  is  known,  and  admitted  by  some  of  the 
better  class — Jane,   at  request  from  the  other  side,  has 

formed  a  very  agreeable  intimacy  with  a  Miss  von  £ , 

who  was  educated  at  Nieuwigd,  and  speaks  tolerable  English. 
She  volunteered  to  accompany  Jane  to  buy  anything,  saying 
she  knew  the  English  were  imposed  on,  and  informed  her, 

that  her  late  father,  a  lieutenant-general,  paid  Dr at 

the  rate  of  ten  siiber  groachen  or  a  bbiWrng  ^  VmVn    '^<^ 
isbMtffffd  me  fortjr-flye,  or  four  shillingt  aad  Bixpexicfe  ^  VmV^ 
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for  being  an  Englishman.  What  follows  ia,  I  think,  oondlu- 
sive  as  to  what  I  have  said  of  a  sort  of  freemaaomy,  Ac 
I  happened  to  doubt  whether  the  majors  and  captains  here 
could  afford  to  keep  up  such  equipages  on  their  pay,  when 

F referred  me  to  another  officer  (of  ancient  Polish 

family)  I  have  met,  and  he  frankly  told  me  that  they  oonld. 
But  supposing  a  major  with  family,  &&,  to  make  a  certain 
appearance,  and  live  in  a  certain  style  on  his  pay,  2000 
dollars,  I  must  at  once  for  the  same  thinge  set  down  1000 
more  for  being  an  Englishman. 

It  follows  that  tradesmen,  inn-keepers,  all  who  have  to  do 
with  the  English,  exact  a  profit  of  33  per  cent  es^ra,  and 
yet  cannot  be  pleased  with  their  customers.  Suppose  some 
English  Schreiber,  in  inditing  a  sketch  of  the  German 
watering-places,  were  to  adopt  the  portentous  text  of  "  take 
care  of  your  pockets."  Suppose  he  were  to  end  his  book 
with  a  sarcastic  hint  of  Sir  Peter  Teazle,  "  I  must  go,  but 
I  leave  my  character  behind  me  !  *'  I  give  you  the  facts, 
because  in  the  ^'  Athenaeimi  *'  you  are  sometimes  called  upon 
as  a  judge,  between  the  natives  of  both  countries^  as  in 
Schreiber's  case.  I  do  not  want,  like  Jonathan  in  England, 
"a  war,  and  all  on  my  own  account,"  nor  Irish-like  to 
whiten  the  English  by  blackening  the  Germans.  Above  all, 
I  speak  only  of  what  I  have  seen  and  know,  or  have  heard 
from  good  witnesses,  and  my  locale  is  Coblenz ;  though  the 
same  thing  may  prevail  on  the  other  routes  of  the  English, 
pro  ex,  Baden.  It  is  for  you  that  I  have  set  it  down,  and 
I  beg  you  to  believe,  in  no  spite,  or  resentment,  or  prejudice  ; 
but  to  put  you  on  your  guard,  and  prepare  you  for  perhaps 
a  veiy  altered  state  of  things  on  the  Rhine,  not  belonging 
more  to  the  natives  than  to  human  nature,  except  in  degree. 
But  I  wished  justice  for  my  countrymen,  and  disclaim  per- 
aojjal  vengeance,   though  I  confess  io  Vivre  ^dt  \m\a.\iQ>\i» 
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The  tone  of  my  book  will  be  quite  otherwise,  I  know  it  is 
nnweloome  to  read  as  to  write  such  passages,  and  especially 
to  introduce  such  actors  on  such  a  stage,  with  the  Rhine  and 
its  mountains  for  the  scenery.  And  moreover  there  is  good 
and  beautiful  and  whimsical  to  discourse  of  pleasantly,  so 
pray  read  the  foregoing  in  the  same  spirit  that  its  author 
writ^  and  then  hand  over  the  substance  of  my  remarks  to 
the  censor  to  be  used  ''as  occasion  may  require."  Fair  play 
is  a  jewel,  and  I  like  to  see  it  set  in  the  ''Athenseum." 
Besides  I  do  not  know  your  Editor  personally,  but  I  suspect 
him  of  a  little  overleaning  towards  the  Germans.  I  picture 
him  with  **  an  awful  fell  of  hair,"  and  a  serio-comico-meta« 
physico-romantico  visage,  moulded  in  brown  bread  made 
rather  heavy,  a  big  body  made  dropsically  corpulent  by 
&ttening  on  thin  wine,  and  a  pair  of  stout  legs  of  no 
particular  shape,  on  which  he  partly  walks,  partly  marches, 
having  been  drilled  when  a  student.  Like  Pope  and  Cowper, 
and  others  of  the  learned,  he  wears  a  cap ;  but  with  a  con- 
ceited cock  on  one  side,  and  hangs  a  tassel  from  its  apex. 
On  his  forefinger,  a  huge  ring  with  an  engraved  stone  or 

glass,  that  might  serve  Mrs.  von  D at  a  pinch  for  a 

jelly-mould ;  and  he  has  chains  enough  on  his  bosom  to 
hang  him  in.  His  waistcoat  seems  cut  out  of  the  train  of 
Iris's  court-dress,  set  off  by  a  snuff- brown  coat,  and  sad- 
green  breeches — a  sort  of  hybrid  between  a  peacock  and 
Minerva's  fowl — grave  and  gaudy.  When  he  eats,  he  prefers 
after  soup  the  meat  that  was  boiled  in  it — a  mere  residuum 
— ^like  the  patent  ginless  bread  of  Pimlico.  He  seasons  it 
with  mud-coloured  mustard.  He  drinks  a  wine  so  sharp, 
that  like  the  "Accipe  Hoc^"  of  the  Templar,  it  pierces  your 
very  vitals.  When  he  is  awake  he  dreams,  when  he  is 
asleep  he  snores  music,  that,  as  Zelter  says,  b^  \l^  N^rj  \ic$\aA 
^nmiada  yon  of  the  universal  silence  I "     1£  \ve  \ooV  '^^wkcs^ 
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it  is  because  he  canDot  fathom  the  immeaBurable,  grasp  the 
infinite,  or  comprehend  the  incomprehensible.  Should  he 
be  a  little  cracked  he  writes — ^when  he  gets  purblind  ha 
paints,  and  you  have  the  portrait  of  his  mistress  the  Muse, 
as  a  little  old  woman  with  red  toads  dropping  out  of  her 
mouth.  Poet  or  Painter,  he  tries  to  be  sublime,  and  makes 
a  monster  a  "  most  ridiculous  monster,"  or  rather  a  herd  of 
monsters,  and  makes  them  act  monstrously,  like  the  fan- 
tastic shadows  in  Carpenter's  microscope,  supposing  you  had 
mixed  their  drop  of  water  with  a  ditto  of  brandy.  If  he 
smiles,  it  is  with  the  idea  of  "  reading  much,  learning  much, 
and  dying  young ! "  by  a  horse-pistol  with  a  leaf  out  of 
Bettine  for  wadding.  Whilst  he  smokes  he  pastoralises ; 
drunk,  he  moralises  ;  sober,  he  romanticises  ;  mad,  he  philo- 
sophises. There  Wolfgang  von  Dilke  there's  a  rally  d  la 
Randall,  in  return  for  your  fighting  me  up  into  a  German 
comer.  By  the  bye,  your  notices  made  me  long  to  read  Yon 
Raumer's  England.  It  must  be  a  capital  book,  but  me- 
thinks  he  is  apt  to  make  azure  of  Prussian  blue.  Tet  when 
I  spoke  of  him  here  to  our  doctor,  he  seemed  not  to  like 
him,  and  said  he  was  considered  a  Jacobin.  For  example, 
too  much  credit  is  taken  as  to  their  contented  and  tolerant 
clergy.  For  instance,  Jtere,  this  is  a  Catholic  province  ;  the 
magistrates  and  a  few  more  Lutherans  must  tolerate  per- 
force a  whole  population  nearly  of  unreformed.  Prussia  is 
formed  of  many  provinces,  some  oughts,  and  some  crosses, 
like  the  old  game  on  the  slate,  and  to  be  intolerant  would 
be  only  to  set  one  province  against  another,  "  hey  dog — ^hey 
bull !  '*  so  that  it  would  be  dangerous  for  one  party  to  tyran- 
nise over  the  other. 

A  thing  occurred  here  the  other  day,  that  made  a  great 
sensation;   the  prieBt  or  cur6  revised  to  bury  a  drawing- 
^o^ster,  who  profesaed,  but  had  not  attended  \i\%  ^xoOdl  l^ 
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many  years.  He  said  he  was  forbidden  by  the  rules  of  the 
Council  of  Trent.  The  Lutheran  minister  was  applied  to, 
who  buried  him  at  once,  and  as  it  is  usual  to  preach  a 
funeral  sermon  for  each  defunct,  the  following  Sunday  his 
diurch  was  crowded  with  Catholics,  Jews,  and  all  denomina- 
tionS)  who  were  eager  and  curious  to  hear  how  he  would 
treat  the  subject  He  preached  a  good  temperate  sermon 
on  the  text  ''Judge  not,  that  ye  be  not  judged,"  which 
made  a  great  impression.  The  plan  here,  which  is  good,  is 
that  of  both  religions  the  ministers  are  paid  by  the  King  or 
State,  an  arrangement  I  should  like  for  England  and  Ireland, 
or  let  every  one  pay  their  own,  as  in  America.  As  to  Educa- 
tion, I  think  our  Government  does  widely  not  to  interfere 
too  rashly.  Something  may  be  left  to  the  sense  of  the 
people.  The  infamous  boarding-schools  of  former  times  are 
dying  or  dead,  and  replaced  by  proprietary  ones  without 
Government  interference.  If  they  meddle,  let  it  be  to 
reform  Oxford,  and  the  like ;  and,  least  of  all,  let  us  have 
the  School  a  dependant  on  the  Church, — with  a  Parson- 
Usher  in  each,  preaching  and  teaching  German  philosophical 
"q[>iritualism,**  and  ''illumination  and  sanctification,*'  which 
"reaches  far  beyond  steam-engines  and  hydraulic  presses." 

But  even  Von  Raumer  is  not  reliable.  Come  lay  your 
Frankfort  hand,  just  above  your  Heidelberg  or  Darmstadt 
8t(Mnach,  on  yoiu:  Dresden  heart,  and  tell  us  with  your 
MUnchen  mouth,  do  you  really  believe  the  story  of  the 
factory  boy*s  lament  for  pigs  and  poetry  ?  Did  you  ever 
with  your  Ingelheimer  eyes,  on  the  Royal  birthday  in 
London,  see  the  innumerable  children  with  flowers  and  flags, 
or  hear  with  your  Langen  Schwalbach  ears  their  chorus  of 
"God  save  the  King"?  Again,  did  you  never  hear  with 
your  Berlin  auriculars,  that  row  of  street  blackguard  boys 
notorioufir  thr&t^hoiU  Germsinj,  and  characlemVi<i  ol  VkA 
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Prussian  capital,  which  Yon  R.  with  his  natural  taste  for 
music  calls  "  tho  prattle  of  little  children  '*  1 

As  for  his  quizzes  on  our  cookery  (Mrs.  Dilke,  I  am 
appealing  to  you  and  your  old  cook,  who  went  away  and  is 
come  back  again),  it  English  soup  so  sloppy  that  it  must 
hide  its  weakness  by  a  covering  of  pepper  and  spice  f  Lcurd 
help  the  man !  he  has  been  souping  with  the  Sick  Poor !  I 
never  saw  any  soup  or  broth  in  England  but  when  cold  was 
a  perfect  jelly,  **  as  you  might  chuck  over  the  house."  As 
for  his  pepperless  rice  soup,  chacun  a  ton  ffciU,  but  was  not 
Bedreddin  Hassan  capitally  sentenced  for  not  putting  pepper 
in  a  cream-tart  1  What  does  he  mean  by  the  "  monotony 
of  our  roast  beef,  roast  mutton,  roast  veld  "  f  Why  should 
not  roast  beef  be  roast  beef,  and  always  roast  bee^  like  '*  the 
bill,  the  whole  bill,  and  nothing  but  the  bill "  f  I  like  that 
decided  style.  Is  it  any  better  for  being,  as  here,  roast  horse, 
or,  with  rank  oil,  and  turned  butter,  sometimes  like  roast "  sea 
horse  '*  1  Is  Williams*  boiled  beef  any  the  worse  for  being 
only  boiled  beef ;  is  it  better  for  being  here  like  land  stock 
fish  f  Is  our  roast  veal  worse  than  theirs  t — ^how  they  roast 
it  is  a  culinary  miracle,  unless  on  a  lark  spit  Their  seven- 
day  calves,  and  seven-year  porkers  ought,  according  to 
Lamb's  celebrated  wish  about  his  sister,  to  ''throw  their 
joint  existences  into  one  common  heap  1*'  I  defy  you  to  eat 
their  roast  mutton  here,  without  scriptural  reminiscenoes  of 
rams  and  burnt  offerings.  And  then  for  his  sauce  about 
our  one  sauce,  for  fish,  don*t  they  make  pickled  salmon  of 
everything  with  scales,  fresh  or  salt,  with  vinegar,  vinegar, 
vinegar  ?  As  for  his  twaddlb  about  Phidias  and  Praxiteles 
being  French  cooks,  and  his  comparison  of  our  joints  to 
"  an  Egyptian  divinity  in  simple  dignified  repose,  tnth  arm$ 
and  Ugs  closely  pinioned  in  the  same  position!**  (he  has 
nuMtaken  a  truaaed  turkey  for  a  round  oi  beeC  or  «l  fillet  of 
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vtalX  I  will  only  say  a  village  jobbing  carpenter  would  be 
ashamed  of  audi  a  style !  Egyptian  indeed !  don't  they 
poiBon  everything  with  garlic,  and  consume  Egyptian  wages 
(onioDB)  enough  to  build  a  new  set  of  pyramids  1  Now  for 
his  LinnseuB  and  Jussieu,  if  our  vegetables  do  '*  appear  in 
puris  naturalibus,''  is  it  not  better  than  if  they  were  in  "  im- 
puris  naturalibus,*'  full  of  ''  snips  and  snails/'  and  the  huge 
red  dugs  that  crawl  about  here,  in  size  and  shape  looking 
like  live  German  sausages  !  How  do  thei/  dress  vegetables  ? 
Why  make  salads  of  them  first,  and  then  boil  them,  or  vice 
ffenA,  I  do  believe  the  *^  Devil  sends  cooks,'*  and  they  are 
German  ones.  The  French  are  artists,  the  Germans  are 
dauben  in  cookery.  They  are  (in  all  that  is  grub-berly) 
lubberly,  blubberly,  and  in  regard  to  cleanliness,  not  over 
sorubberly!  Wasn't  I  nearly  choked  once  by  fishbones 
amongst  a  dish  of  fried  potatoes  1  'Tis  fact,  and  didn't  I 
see  a  starved  dog  refuse  to  take  the  place  and  portion  of  a 
German  gentleman  unexpectedly  absent  from  his  accustomed 
place  at  the  table  d'h6te  1  Yon  Dilke  be  hanged  !  Catch 
him  having  a  German  cook  at  the  Clarence  !  Haven't  their 
own  doctors  discovered  that  their  sausages  contain  an  active 
poison,  and  is  not  every  one  of  their  messes  a  slow  one  ?  I 
fffiU  stand  up  for  our  English  Kitchen,  especially  now  Jane  is 
a  cook  in  it.  Vive  Dr.  Kitchener !  if  he  isn't  dead  ;  and  an 
edio  responds  from  Diisseldorf,  very  like  Mrs.  L— <'s  voice, 
'*  Vive  Dr.  Kitchener  I"  When  she  last  wrote  to  Jane  she 
was  watching  a  hash  with  one  eye,  according  to  his  "  oracle." 
Ask  Head  about  German  .cookery,  he  says  their  sauces  are 
either  always  sour  or  greasy,  but  I  have  gone  a  step  beyond 
his  experience,  they  can  be  sour  and  greasy  too.  And  now 
fbr  a  triumphant  clincher  as  to  the  respective  merits  of 
German  and  English  cookery.  There  is  a  sort  of  mesalliance 
that  ocean  in  Enghaid  sometimes  \  uay  1  koo^  i^cstwsttii^'j 
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of  an  instance,  for  W.  G.  married  the  woman  that  dreasod 
his  dinner,  but  I  have  now  before  me  ''  Der  PrauflBiaohe  Staat, 
in  alien  seinen  Beziehungen,"  an  authentic  work,  and  I  ean- 
not  find  one  instance  of  a  Carman,  who  married  hia  oook. 
This  is  not  prejudice  but  atatistios !  Bat  don^t  let  thia 
frighten  you,  Mrs.  Dilke,  fix>m  coming  here,  lest  you  should 
have  to  feast  on  pommes  de  terre  friUi.  Jane  can  stew,  and 
boil,  and  roast,  and  bake.  You  should  hear  her  battering 
her  beefsteaks,  as  if  they  were  the  children,  or  aee  T<xn  walk 
in  with  his  little  wig  powdered  or  floured,  from  hia  mother- 
sick  fit  having  interfered  with  her  fit  of  pigeon-piety.  Ton 
should  hear  De  Franck  congratulating  her  on  her  high 
health,  or  Miss  von  B.  on  her  rosy  English  complexion,  when 
the  real  secret  is  fried  chops.  So  I  speak  not  compLain- 
ingly,  but  critically  only,  of  the  national  cuisine. 

You  nvuit  come  to  the  grand  mauoeuYrea  (end  oi  Auguat), 
which  will  be  well  worth  seeing.  Better  to  see  than  be  horn 
tOy  say  you.  De  Franck  amuaed  us  much  with  hia  descrip- 
tion of  drilling  the  Dominiea  Every  man  here  must  be  a 
soldier,  and  two  years  is  the  rule;  but  the  achoolmasters 
have  the  indxdgeace  of  only  ux  weeks  of  it.  But  then  in 
those  six  weeks  they  are  expected  to  become  as  proficient  as 
the  ''  two  year  olds,*'  and  accordingly  they  are  hard  at  it, 
soldiering  "  from  mom  till  dewy  eve  ** — the  poor  sedentariea ! 
Fmnck  described  them  drawn  up  with  round  shoulders,  bent 
thighs,  and  other  pedagogical  attributes,  so  weak,  and  so 
bewildered !  Sometimes  an  unluckly  D<Hninie  mounting 
guard,  has  even  to  put  up  with  the  gibes,  nay  missiles,  of 
his  quondam  scholars,  whom  he  cannot,  for  once,  punish. 

Is  it  not  laughable  to  picture  to  oneself?    What  a  subject 

for  me  !     I  must  make  a  new  revoluticm  at  Stoke  Pogi% 

and  let  the  mayor,  having  been  up  the  Rhine,  attempt  to 

/brm  a  L&ndwehr.     You  know  the  place,  l>ii\k&  *,  yaAt  fancy 
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Dominie  Sampson,  with  a  musket  on  his  shoulder,  standing 
al  ea$e  on  Ehrenbzeitstein. 

Pny  tell  Mr.  Beynolds*  what  he  has  escaped  by  being 
bom,  SB  Dr.  Watts  says,  in  a  Christian  land.  He  is  an 
excellent  Blue,  but  would  not  turn  up  well  with  Bed.  What 
a  ^six  weeks'  vacation!"  What  a  march  of  mind  for  the 
flchoolmasten  abroad !  It  must  seem  to  them  like  a  night- 
mare dream,  till  assured  of  the  reaUty,  by  feeling  instead 
of  the  Idng  flowing  locks,  affected  here  by  the  student,  the 
bald  regulation  nape.  The  situation  must  seem  as  be- 
wildering as  Dr.  Pangloss'  with  a  tulip-eared  bull  puppy 
between  his  knees.     Fancy  Westminsterian  Braine  learning 

the  "brain-spattering  art'*     Imagine  Dr.  G mounting 

guard  at  the  Mint,  or  Principal  0 standing  sentinel  by 

the  Regent^s  bomb,  whistUng  "La^k  a  mercy  on  us,  sure 
this  be  not  I,"  with  a  peuitomime  change  in  the  distance, 
of  the  London  University  into  Sandhurst  College.  Our 
doctor's  son  is  doing  duty  as  a  private  in  De  Franck's 
regimemty  so  is  the  son  of  another  M.D.,  and  they  are 
under  no  slight  apprehension  of  having  to  carry  a  knapsack 
at  the  review.  How  should  you  like  a  taste  of  that  same  1 
Imagine  yourself  wanting  to  march   in  three  divisions,  in 

request  by  Lord  Hill,  H ,  and  Mr.  Jack  Junk,  at  the 

same  time.  Fancy  Wentworth  dancing  at  one  of  his 
mother's  genteelest  parties  in  the  uniform  of  a  private  of 
the  Tower  Hamlets.  And  what  a  review  you  would  make, 
mindy  not  a  criticism.  Yourself,  with  your  eye-glass  in  the 
Rifles;    Cunningham  in  the  Grenadiers;    Chorley  in  the 

band ;  H in  the  Artillery ;  T a  Lancer ;  the  stout 

C m  the  « Light  Bobs;"  and  John  F a  "worthy 

Pioneer."      Alas!  for  the  "AthensBum,"  Mrs.  Dilke  would 

•  UfgnadiUbsr,  Jk$sd  writiDg-mBsUr  at  Chrisi*B  EosyWa^— T,  ^ 
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have  to  be  a  suttlor !  By  the  bye,  we  got  our  present  lodg- 
ings in  spite  of  the  captain  of  the  — th,  who  would  have 
given  five  dollars  a  year  more ;  but  his  wife,  a  tennagant^ 
was  well  known  as  the  '^suttler/'  (her  nickname  amongst 
the  military),  and  oiur  landlord  would  not  have  her  at  any  price. 
I  hope  Jane  won*t  lower  his  rent  still  further.     ♦    ♦    ♦    • 

There  are  some  here,  in  appearance  to  the  eye,  anything 
but  gentlemen,  in  the  best  sense  of  the  word.  You  cannot 
mistake  them. 

Perhaps  they  have  got  the  worse  attributes  of  the  French 
Revolution,  a  nominal  equality^  which  puts  the  low,  base, 
vulgar,  and  rich  on  a  faUe  level  with  **  God  Almighty's 
gentleman,**  which  rank  I  do  seek  with  all  my  heart ;  and 
endeavour  that  the  English  character  shall  not  suffer  at  my 
hands ;  and  though  I  resent,  on  public  grounds,  what  I  meet 
with,  I  am  content  to  be  a  dweller  here,  whose  character  is 
to  be  judged  by  its  own  merits.  But  I  feel  the  question 
gravely,  and  recommend  it  to  your  consideration.     /  may  be 

prejudiced,  but  F is  a  good  witness.     Give  me  credit 

for  honesty,  when  he  tells  you  he  as  readily  fights,  what  you 
may  call  my  prejudices,  as  those  of  the  Germans.  After  all« 
cui  bono,  what  I  write  f  Why,  after  all,  I  appeal  to  the 
"  Athena3um,**  because  it  is  as  free  from  party  and  from  pre- 
judice as  myself,  and  no  more.  There's  a  hit  for  you,  Big 
Ben,  in  answer  to  your  "  right-hander.** 

Besides  it  has,  and  must  have,  an  influence  from  its 
honesty,  impartiality,  and  ability,  and  therefore,  with  all  my 
humble  three  dittos,  I  endeavour  to  give  it  the  benefit  of 
my  views. 

W ,  the  other  officer,  says  the  same  thing  of  the 

llhenishers. 

He  calls  them  "m6chant,*'  and  says  they  are  a  much  better 
sort  of  people  elsewhere.     He  laySi  mot^^oi)  \ihal  come 
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Germans,  lately  returned  from  Switzerland,  have  made  the 
oheeiTation,  that  the  people  there  are  corrupted  and  dete- 
riorated, in  the  same  way  as  I  judge  them  to  be  partly  here. 
There  are  two  subjects  which  form  handles  against  us,  and 
are  rather  favourite  topics  here, — Ireland, — and  the  Duke 
of  Wellington's  remarks  on  the  discipline  of  the  Prussian 
army^ — which  have  provoked  much  angry  discussion. 

As  for  Ireland,  I  am  glad  to  see  there  is  a  chance  of 
righting  her  at  last,  but  what  a  sorry  figure  do  some  of  the 
Peers  cut  t 

I  have  just  got  the  "  Athensum*'  containing  Kaumer.  He 
is  very  flattering  to  us  in  some  things,  but  his  true  picture  of 
Ireland  gives  one  pain,  abroad, — to  think  what  foreigners  must 
conceive  of  our  wisdom  or  government.  I  doubt,  however,  of 
the  wisdom  of  returning  for  a  remedy  to  the  good  old  times 
when  **  mendicant  monks  imparted  their  goods  to  the  poor.*'  He 
learnt  to  bull  in  Ireland,  seemingly.  Again,  I  do  not  clearly 
understand  whether  the  ''  unhappy  nation  that  has  been  for 
four-and-forty  years  seeking  for  liberty  in  all  directions," 
refers  to  France  or  England.  But,  in  either  case,  I  do  not 
agree  with  this  prescription  of  **  moderation,  contentedness 
and  humility,"  by  which  I  imderstand  a  sort  of  waiters  on 
Providence,  gaping  for  ''a  thrice  happy  Prussian's**  condition, 
a  "free  proprietary  peasantry, — a  contented  and  tolerant 
clergy,  and  well  educated  youth,"  at  the  hands  of  the  Tories 
or  their  equivalents.  But  I,  perhaps,  misunderstand  him, — 
the  issue  being  to  be  Murrayan,  gave  me  the  impression. 
The  two  countries  are  widely  different ;  what  a  good,  abtoltUe 
King  can  do  here,  cannot  be  done  with  us.  If  our  peasantry 
were  free  and  proprietary,  I  think  they  would  work  as  hard 
and  be  as  contented  as  the  Germans.  But  the  English 
labourer,  labour  as  he  may,  can  but  be  a  pauper  *,  and  it 
seems  a  htile  unreasonable  to  require  him  to  ^vt  9X^0"^% 
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or  Conteut*8  table,  eating  nnthing,  with  the  same  cheerful- 

nees  and  gaiety  as  the  barber's  brother  at  the  Barmedde'a 

feast 

They  have  just  carried  by,  in  procession,  with  boys,  two 

and  two,  a  dead  achodnuuter !    Poor  fellow ;   hare  they 

drilled  him  to  death,  or  is  he  a  deserter  by  anticipation  f 

What  a  new  translation  they  have  of  ^cedarU  arma  toga  /" 

How  would  Othello's  pathetic  farewell  to  arms  read  to  a 

Prussian  Pedagogue  f    Methinks  he  would  have  the  black 

boy  weU  horsed  for  it     Well !  poor  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  is  gone,  and, 

parodying  Coleridge*s   apostrophe    on    the    death    of  the 

Dominie,  ''May  he  be  wafted  to  heaven  by  disembodied 

spirits  that  are  no  CarporaU  /  " 

#  •  •  ♦ 

We  have  had  several  little  excursions.  One  to  the  Laacher 
Zee,  a^iongst  the  volcanic  mountains.  We  went  on  Whit- 
Monday,  but  it  ought  to  have  been  ^<A-Wednesday,  con- 
sidering the  soil  of  the  road  we  went  through.  Their  proper 
scavengers  would  have  been  Cinderellas.  The  walls  and 
Louses  thereabouts  are  built  with  lava,  and  the  lake  itself  is 
supposed  to  occupy  an  extinct  crater.  What  a  lovely,  little, 
secluded  lake  it  is,  embosomed  in  trees,  and  perched  on  the 
crest  of  a  mountain  ;  not  like  an  eagle's  nest,  but  a  water 
**  Roc*s.'*  It  is  said  to  be,  in  the  middle,  200  yards  deep, 
and  the  water  is  supematurally  clear.  We  fished,  but  of 
course  could  catch  nothing,  though  there  be  huge  Jack  and 
Perch ;  in  truth,  as  I  could  see  my  line  from  the  top,  of 
course  they  could  see  it  at  the  bottom.  There  is  a  decayed 
church  and  cloisters,  and  the  monkery  and  gardens  afford 
delightful  residence.  There  is  also  a  referendarius  here  who 
does  not  care  for  it,  what  a  taste  !  He  is  seldom  there.  It 
is  a  delicious  spot.  I  honoiur  the  olden  monks  for  the  taMe 
w/tA  which    they  pitched    their  ten^AL     H.«thoug|ht  as  I 
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walked  in  their  doitters  I  could  hare  been  willingly  a  Bene- 
dictine myself,  especially  when  I  saw  a  pair  of  hnge  antleni 
OTer  one  of  the  doors, — like  a  sign  of  "  good  venison  withia'* 
We  have  booked  this  place  for  you  to  visit,  when  you  come. 
Indeed,  we  thought  of  you,  at  oiur  "  champ^tre,"  and  drank 
your  healths  in  oiu:  wine,  for  as  the  ''hospitallers**  have 
quitted,  we  had  to  carry  our  cold  baked  meats  with  us.  The 
return  was  through  a  country  reminding  me  of  some  of  the 
romantic  parts  of  Scotland,  but  on  a  larger  scale  and  more 
diversely  wooded.  Through  moimtain-passes,  and  by  rapid 
winding  troutHstreams,  we  suddenly  came  to  Tonnenstein ;  a 
httle  Brunnen  in  a  lovely  glen.  I  asked  the  priestess,  (a 
buxom  young  damsel  (in  a  Cologne  cap,  which  you  know  is 
somewhat  like  a  muslin  soup-plate)  very  gravely  whether  the 
water  was  good  for  a  man  "  with  a  wife  and  children,*'  and 
she  replied  as  gravely  in  the  affirmative,  handing  me  a  glass 
of  bubble  without  iqueak  With  wine  and  sugar,  it  drinks 
like  diampagne,  but  it  is  good  neat.  But,  Lord !  what  an 
eflfenrescing,  gunpowder  plot  of  ground  do  we  Germans  live 
upon  !  I  scarcely  seem  safer  than  your  brother  at  Chichester. 
Every  spring  beneath  us  seems  boiling  hot,  or  boiling  cold. 
And  if  I  was  a  freeholder,  I  should  feel  some  quakings  in 
reckoning  all  between  the  sky  and  the  earth's  centre  as  my 
own.  I  should  certainly  content  myself  with  tilling  the 
upper  crust  of  the  soil  instead  of  being  too  curious  in 
mining.  Bless  us  all !  should  our  Teutonic  Terra  be  seised 
with  active  inflammation  in  her  stomachic  regions,  instead  of 
the  evident  chronic  one  she  suffers  under  !  If  we  have  any 
living  Saurians,  below,  as  the  Rev.  Kirby  opines,  they  must 
be  salamanders.  How  little  do  the  infant  Germans,  with  an 
eruption  on  all  their  heads,  dream  of  another  that  may 
happen  under  theur  feet.  We  have  been  once  or  twice  to 
Ubngtm'D,  A  favourite  reaoH  here,  on  the  river  lalm,  ^\\«t^ 
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we  have  obtained  the  credit  of  fishiug  with  *'a  spell,''  on 
account  of  our  success ;  when  the  old  oatiye  anglers  had 
failed,  simply  because  we  fished  at  the  top  and  they  at  the 
bottom.  They  have  no  notion  of  fly-fishing.  The  only 
attempt  we  ever  saw  was  a  Captain  of  Engineers  graTely 
fishing  in  the  Moselle  with  a  hncYde-fly  and  a  toorm,  at  once ; 
but  the  infancy  of  his  art  may  excuse  the  taps  and  hottomi. 
For  the  sake  of  Mrs.  Dilke,  I  must  relate  two  adventures  at 

Lahnstein,  the  first  almost  as  laughable  as  Mr.   L \ 

Whilst  we  were  fishing, — all  of  a  sudden  I  missed  De  Franck, 
but  spied  him  at  last  up  to  his  neck  in  the  middle  of  two 
rocks  between  which  he  had  slipped  in  jumping  from  one  to 
another.  He  made  a  strange  figure  when  he  came  out,^ 
the  best  lay  figure  for  a  River-god  imaginable, — for  German 
sporting  jackets  have  an  infinity  of  pockets,  and  there  was  a 
separate  jet  of  water  from  every  one,  as  well  as  frx)m  his 
sleeves,  trousers,  and  each  spout  of  his  drowned  moustachios 
(N.B.  they're  very  long).  He  did  not  seem  much  improved, 
when,  having  gone  to  the  Inn,  he  returned  in  a  suit  of  the 
landlord's,  who,  though  twice  as  tall,  was  not  half  so  stout. 
However,  we  did  not  care  for  appearances,  for  we  thought 
nobody  would  notice  him,  as  it  was  not  a  holiday,  and  there 
was  no  company.  But  we  were  mistaken.  The  landlord's 
dog"  sniffed  a  robbery,  and  knowing  his  master's  clothes 
again,  insisted  on  stripping  the  counterfeit,  and  was  obliged 
to  be  pulled  off  vi  et  armis.  The  landlord  was  very  much 
distressed,  and  made  a  thousand  apologies :  and,  to  do  him 
justice,  was  a  very  obliging,  honest,  reasonable  fellow,  and 
certainly  deserved  to  be  paid  better  than  with  his  mm  money^ 
out  of  his  oum  waistcoat  pocket,  by  De  Franck,  as  we  dis- 
covered afterwards.  This  was  the  comic  part,  now  for  the 
tra£'jc.  Jn  the  meanwhile,  Jane^  whose  legs  are  not  so  ele- 
plmntine  as  they  were,  you  will  readily  eviv^^e,  TosAfc  ^v^ 
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to  flcrambl6y  with  Mias  Von  B  ,  up  to  the  ruined  castle 
ofLahn-eck. 

Having  seen  everything  on  its  old  ground-floor,  female 
cnriomty  prevailing  over  female  fear,  tempted  them  up  a 
dilapidated  staircase  to  one  of  the  mouldering  attics ;  and 
then,  how  unfortunately  fortunate  !  some  half-dozen  of  the 
topmost  stairs  caught  the  contagion  of  curiosity,  and  paid 
a  visit  to  the  cellars.  You  may  imagine  the  duet  that 
ensued  in  a  very  high  key — but  as  you  know  I  am  deaf  and 
De  Franck  was  more  intent  on  the  perch  beloWf  than  on  the 
perch  above,  it  was,  consequently,  a  long  hour  (Jane  says  six) 
before  they  were  rescued,  heartily  sick,  you  may  be  sure,  of 
the  local  and  the  vocal.  They  swear  they  will  never  ascend 
any  more  old  ruins  again,  so  I  suppose  the  next  time  we 
shall  have  to  hoist  them  out  of  some  old  subterranean. 

However,  the  event  has  supplied  a  new  lay  or  legend  of 
the  Rhine — only  in  my  version,  after  a  lapse  of  half  a 
oentuxy,  two  female  skeletons  were  found  on  the  battle- 
ments^ with  their  mouths  wide  open.* 

These  excursions  have  done  me  good  every  way,  and 
joined  to  a  rule  of  going  out  every  practicable  evening  to 
fish  in  the  Rhine  or  Moselle  by  way  of  exercise,  have  restored 
me  to  some  strength.  I  have  prospered  in  health  ever  since 
the  great  effusion  of  blood — in  fact,  had  I  been  well  bldd  at 
first,  all  would  have  been  saved.  My  friends  may  now  be 
easy  about  me— and  all  the  rest  are  well.  Jane  and  Fanny 
mean  to  bathe  at  a  bath-house  on  the  Rhine  bridge.  It  is 
very  healthy  and  pleasant,  only  the  tow-rope  of  a  barge  took 
off  the  whole  roof,  and  so  frightened  the  female  dippers,  that 
tome  of  them  ran  out  and  fainted  on  the  bridge. 

*  ICy  fatlier  snbflequenily  worked  ap  this  incident  into  a  very  thrilling 
•ketch  in  the   "New  MoDthly,"  entitled  *'TheTo%ei  ol  \a:^t\«siV 
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The  bath  man  and  bath  woman,  oonoerned  for  their  sab- 
Bcribers,  very  wisely  restored  them  by  carrying  tliem  all  m 
again^-one  by  one. 

I  am  glad  you  liked  the  wine,  but  you  most  oome  here  for 
the  next.  You  may  drink  my  improTement  in  Art  with  all 
my  heart — but  as  to  my  sketch,  the  diatinctnen  you  olgect 
to  is  charactenstic,  and  peculiar  in  Spring. 

I  am  as  dear  as  to  that,  as  the  atmosphere.  De  Fhmok 
and  I  verified  that  you  could  see  the  smoke  of  a  pipe  ftayoiul 
the  Moselle.  De  Franck  made  the  remaik  the  other  day, 
that  it  was  like  '*  seeing  through  a  glass."  In  fact,  I  have 
onoe  or  twice  neglected  my  spectacles  from  not  feeling  the 
wint  of  them.  You  must  see  it  to  believe  it,  I  grant  Why 
I  almost  fancy  myself  an  eagle,  or  at  least  a  DoUoud,  as  I 
look  along  the  mountainous  horizon  with  the  minutest 
shrubbery  defined  on  it.  I  recollect,  especially  last  year, 
when  I  came  up  the  Rhine,  I  felt  almost  that  I  had  seen 
gnomes  and  fairies — the  people  at  work  on  the  face  of  the 
mountains,  looked  so  distinct  and  yet  so  small,  they  appeared 
literal  dwarfs — for  want  of  that  medium  mistiness  which 
ordinarily  signifies  distance.  The  only  conviction  you  had, 
sensually,  of  their  being  so  remote  was  from  the  silence : 
you  saw,  but  you  could  not  hear,  the  blows  of  their  pick- 
axes, &c.  The  effect  is  reaUy  miraculous.  My  eyes  seemed 
well  washed  with  fairy  euphrasy ;  methought,  what  a  pure 
element  it  must  be  that  we  German  fishes  now  i|wim  in !  as 
good  for  the  lungs  as  the  "  Lung  Amo."  Some  of  us  find  it 
too  pure  if  taken  neat,  and  so  mix  it  with  smoke. 

N.B.  The  defunct,  lately  carried  by  with  "  dirges  due,** 

was  not  a  schoolmaster,  but  a  butcher,  whose  widow  had 

borrowed  the  boys  to  give  6clat.     The  Spanish  general, 

Spinola^  died  ''  of  having  nothing  to  do,"  and  I  suppose  Lent 

Jt/7/ed  the  Flasher,     That  same  Lent  waa  k  YiomA.  Vu^^ixUqu^ 
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it  iMit  fbr  inlaiid  town&  I  hope  it  is  not  the  bad  fish,  but 
they  are  dying  here  on  all  handfl, — two  or  three  children  a 
day.  Thank  God,  we  seem  in  a  little  Goschen,  all  well! 
Bat  W6  have  had  an  omen,  at  least  equal  to  a  raven  on  the 
chimney-pot  The  children  are  just  come  in  from  a  walk, 
and  a  Urcmgt  doctor  stopped  Fanny,  and  talked  to  her  in  the 
street! 

m  m  4  % 

I  have  never  had  any  of  tjbe  vulgar  insane  dread  of  the 
Catholics.  It  iqppears  to  me  too  certain  that  they  are 
decaying  at  the  core,  and  by  the  following  natural  process  : — 
men  take  a  huge  stride  at  first  from  Catholicism  into  Infide- 
lity, like  the  French,  and  then  by  a  short  step  backwards  in 
a  reaction,  attain  the  juste  milieu.  You  see  I  philosophise, 
bat  it  is  in  the  air  of  Germany  ;  only  I  do  not  smoke 
with  it-. 

I  cannot  help  agreeing  with  Von  Raumer  about  English 
■maic;  I  am  deaf  and  have  heard  as  little  good  as  he;  but 
why  sneer  at  our  buying  better  ^  if  we  purchased  Italian,  we 
paid  lately  the  same  compliment  to  the  German.  I  believe 
in  their  **  real  music,*'  but  as  for  their  "  real  song'*  I  have  a 
creed  that  the  "  sickly  sentimentality"  is  as  much  a  cha* 
racteristic  of  the  best  German  as  the  worst  English.  As  for 
omr  painters,  whom  he  despises,  let  him  show  me  a  German 
Tomer  (except  of  the  stomach),  a  Stanfield,  an  Etty,  a 
Stump,  a  Gump.  They  are  as  unheard  of  as  our  musicians, 
except  a  notorious  German,  who  daubed  for  George  the 
Fourth.  But  when  were  the  German  artists  pictorially 
great  with  pen  or  pencil  1  Fuseli  represented  both  dasses. 
In  their  sublimest  they  introduce  the  ridiculous,  whereas  a 
rale  genuine  Kentuckian  in  his  ridiculous  approaches  the 
sublime.  I  would  rather,  as  to  style,  prefer  the  last.  Fair 
play*8  a  jewel :  If  you  want  examples,  TW  ^^e  Wi^m  V^  "^^^a 

VOL.  X.  \\ 
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out  of  Goethe  himself.  We  had  a  speoimen  of  their  fist 
arts  yesterday,  on  a  flag  carried  before  a  funeral :  on  oqa 
side  was  a  Virgin  and  Child,  both  dark,  mulatto,  as  if  in- 
dining  to  Lord  Monboddo's  theory  that  Adam  was  hUnck^  or 
half-and-half — whereas,  on  the  other  side  was  a  biahop,  m 
ponHficalibus,  blessing  three  little  children  in  a  literal  waali- 
ing  tub,*  washed  as  &ir  as  an  English  mother  oould  desire^- 
as  Jane,  for  instance.  This  is  foct,  and  it  is  as  fair  to  judge 
from  it  as  from  the  drawings  of  lap-dogs  and  poodles  at  our 
Society  of  Arts,  an  imbecility  long  since  marked  down  as  a 
subject  for  the  "  Comic  '* — with  that  void  Aiken,  at  his  head 
or  tail,  whom  Coleridge  used  to  compare  to  an  ''Aching 
void  !**  Apropos  of  Art,  in  the  palace  here  ;  in  the  concert- 
room,  there  was  to  have  been  a  series  of  frescoes  from  the 
''Last  Judgment'*  of  Rubens,  very  appropriate  supposing 
the  orchestra  all  trumpets.  But  as  the  laws  ef  aooiuUes  only 
had  been  neglected,  the  concert-room  was  abandoned,  and  it  is 
now  devoted  to  the  sittings  of  assize  when  the  frescoes  would 
be  of  some  relevance,  and  accordingly  they  are  not  there. 
I  have  this  on  the  authority  of  Schreiber,  the  guide-man, 
noticed  shortly  before  Raumer,  to  whom  I  owe  a  grudge  and 
will  pay  it.  As  the  Americans  say,  if  they  poke  their  fun  at 
me,  I  will  poke  again. 


*  This  was  a  repreMntation  of  St.  Nicholas  restoring  to  life  the  ''Three 
Toung  Men  of  Noble  Family,"  who  got  into  a  literal  pickle,  videUgends 
ptusim,  St.  Nicholas  was  the  favourite  saint  with  ns  children,  far,  on  the 
eve  of  his  day,  we  used  to  put  our  shoes  outside  the  bedroom  door,  and  his 
BoTerence  was  belieyed  to  have  fiUed  them  in  the  ni^t  with  the  toys,  fte., 
we  discoTored  in  them  the  next  day.  I  believe,  but  won't  confees  to  any 
experience,  that  a  child  who  had  been  naughty,  generally  found  «  md  in 
his  slipper  in  lieu  of  the  toys.  It  is  almost  to  be  wished  that  the  Qerman 
tree  had  brought  oyer  the  St  Nicholas'  day  custom  with  it  as  «  branch.^ 
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I  am  hard  at  work  at  my  '^  Comio^"  somewhat  puzzled  for 
■uhjectSy  as  most  of  my  foreign  ones  must  go  to  the  German 
book,  which  I  want  to  make  as  good  as  possible. 

I  do  get  the  ''  Athenaeum,"  though  somewhat  more  tardily 
than  formerly,  and  it  is  a  great  treat  It  ouglU  to  be  very 
luooessfuL  We  admired  much  the  articles  on  Talfoiird*8 
**  Ion,"  and  Taylor^s  political  book :  my  mind  misgives  me 
they  are  yours.  Pray  write  as  often  as  you  can.  Jane 
deaireB  me  to  say  she  longs  for  Mrs.  Dilke*s  promised  letter. 
As  for  myself,  you  will  not  soon  have  some  more  last  words. 
But  I  do  live  in  hope  of  meeting  you  bodily  this  autumn, 
and  would  write  a  whole  ''Athenaeum'*  (a  double  one)  to 
hdp  you  out 

Methinks  fat  as  most  of  the  company  would  be,  we  should 
almost  talk  ourselves  into  consumptions.  Mind,  no  more 
Mai^te !  If  I  chalk  all  along  the  dead  wall  in  Grosvenor 
Place,  it  would  be,  "  Ask  for  Cobleuz,"  « Try  the  Rhine," 
"  Beware  of  Dublin,"  "  Inquire  for  Alten  Graben  !" 

We  (^en  fancy  ourselves  in  your  family  circle,  and  wish 
you  oould  take  a  stick  to  it  and  trundle  it  over  here.  Pray 
remember  us  kindly  to  everybody,  to  William  and  Went- 
worth,  and  the  rest  of  the  fiunily,  ''  by  hook  and  by  Snook,'* 
Desire  Fanny  Staunton  to  add  moustachios  to  my  portrait^ 
and  put  a  pipe  in  my  mouth. 

Jane  goes  all  lengths  with  me  in  her  love,  and  so  does 
Fanny,  and  so  would  Hood,  jun.,  if  he  could,  as  he  should. 
Hm  manosuvres  will  begin  the  last  week  in  August,  and  then 
the  King  will  be  here ;  so,  dear  Mra  Dilke,  mind  you  keep 
Dilke  in  marching  order.  I  have  only  post  time  to  add  God 
Uess  you  all  in  my  more  serious  style,  which  some  prefer  to 
my  oomic,  and  Jane  says  Amen  rehgiously,  though  she  has 
fished  of  a  Sunday.  She  denies  it,  and  I  beUe^e  \1  >a  laoL 
oaljr  went  to  an  eq^uestrian  play. 
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Mind  the  addrea^MB  the  quacks  mj— o(  Detr  KUbe^ 

Yours  ever  truly, 

Thoxab  Hooix 

I  forgot  to  mention  that  the  soldiers  have  an  odd  soiiiidiiii 
mode  of  suicide.  As  ball  is  hard  to  get  at,  thejr  aometiiMi 
shoot  themselves  with  water, — which  blows  the  head  te 
atoms  worse  than  -shot  Now  for  something  in  the  grand 
style.  One  fellow  in  the  true  spirit  of  the  Oerman  eMmif 
did  it  with  a  forty-eight  pounder,  and  went  off  with  Mat 
How  proud  some  Gharlette  must  have  been  of  such  a 
Werter ! 

768,  AiTiir  (Hammw,  I2lk  J^,  1886. 

Mt  dear  Dilkb, 

You  will  wonder  at  hearing  fix>m  me  so  soon  again, 
but  it  is  a  broken  day,  and  an  epistolary  one,  ai  I  have 
other  letters  to  write — and  perhaps  the  French  letter  will 
be  worth  the  postage ;  and,  above  all,  I  have  a  positive 
pleasure  in  writing  to,  as  well  as  receiving  letters  from  fWL 
You  see  I  can  make  as  many  good  excuses  for  writing,  as 
others  for  their  silence.  But  the  truth  is,  I  have  not  mai^ 
correspoudents,  nor  many  conversibles  ;  so  that  I  select  yoi^ 
both  to  write  to  and  to  talk  to  on  paper — for  fear  I  should 
die  of  that  most  distressing  of  complaints,  a  Bupprossioii  of 
ideas.  I  do  not,  however,  though  I  am  in  Germany,  pretent 
to  open  a  regular  account  of  debtor  and  creditor,  and  ezpeot 
you  to  liquidate  every  letter  of  mine,  as  if  it  were  a  foreign 
bill  of  exchange,  by  an  equivalent  on  your  own  side.  I 
know  your  time  is  too  valuable  to  be  so  drawn  upon,  and  so 
is  mine  too  ;  but,  then,  for  me  to  write  to  you  is  matter  of 
ivcreation.  You  have  too  nttio4  of  that  of  which  I  have  too 
/fy/Zf—socIetf  :  so  that  if  I  choose  to  qi3\  ou  -^f^^  oc  leave 
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my  oud,  «.«,  letter,  I  do  not  peremptorily  eipect  your 
letuming  my  yisita  Now  we  understand  each  other ;  and 
tkomld  yott  erer  tire  of  my  billets,  you  can  give  me  a  genteel 
Gut^  by  returning  my  last  imder  coyer,  which  ought  to  be 
equiyalent  to  ^  not  at  home ;  **  or  you  can  get  Mrs.  Dilke  to 
make  spills  of  them,  for  I  hate  my  writings  to  be  of  no  use 
to  anyone.  A  case,  I  believe,  peculiar  to  my  "  Plea  of  the 
Fairies : "  I  had,  I  remember,  to  bid  myself  for  the  waste, 
fcr  &ar  of  then*  going  to  the  book-Btalls.  So  you  can 
publish  my  letters  if  you  do  not  like  them,  and  trust  to  my 
buying  up  the  remainders. 

We  are  all  well — as  well  as  the  heat,  that  is  to  say,  will 
kt  UB  be.  But  we  never  had,  as  apparently  all  the  world 
has  had,  a  stranger  season.  First,  a  long,  cold,  wet  spring ; 
and  then,  all  at  onoe,  out  of  the  ice-pail  into  the  frying-pan, 
like  preserved  fish.  Our  powers  of  contraction  and  expan- 
sion were  well  tried.  I  am,  as  you  may  guess,  not  strong, 
and  wonder  I  did  not  become  literally  friable.  At  mental 
work  I  sat  in  a  room  (always  in  shade)  with  the  glass  at  80 ; 
and  at  bodily  work  at  a  true  African  heat. 

We  went  one  day  to  see  the  Royal  Iron-works  at  Sayn, 
and  really,  with  aU  the  great  furnaces  and  the  Ifiullefulls  of 
growing  red  liquid  metal,  the  process  going  on  under  a  roofy 
the  sun  seemed  to  heat  the  fire,  without  any  great  bellows. 

One  di^,  while  fishing  at  Lahneck,  De  Franck  and  I 
ponued  a  trout  stream  till  it  ended  in  what  I  have  several 
times  observed  about  here,  where  there  is  water.  There 
a  sort  of  earthy  cauldron  sloping  down,  almost  a  regular 
till  you  came  to  a  level  surface  of  meadow  and  water, 
m  the  Laacher  Zee.  The  whole  country  is  volcanic — tre- 
mendously so,  if  you  think  of  all  the  hot  springs — a  real 
SdfisteiTa.  Extinct  crater,  or  not,  I  felt  boiled  dry  in  it 
till  I  longed  to  plunge  into  the  clear  Utile  ft\xe«xs\.  \^W^ 
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me,  80  cool,  so  clear ;  but  probably  it  would  haye  been  mj 
death  ;  for,  do  you  know,  trout  live  here  in  riverB  too  cold 
for  any  other  fish,  and  we  caught  nothing  but  trout,  nor 
has  anybody  else.  However,  in  this  beautiful  pioturesque 
bottom  I  almost  devilled  myself,  without  curry  or  cayenne — 
in  spite  of  a  queer  brown  holland  smock-firook,  gamiahed 
(as  the  Germans  cannot  do  even  tmplicUy  without  a  flourish) 
with  a  flowing  brown  holland  frill !  It  was  one  of  their 
sporting  costumes,  lent  me  by  De  Franck;  and  whilst 
wearing  this,  and  he  in  another  like  thereunto,  we  had 
deposited  our  ordinary  coats  at  a  house  in  the  village.  And 
here  note,  for  I  wish  to  be  just,  that  the  conservatives  of 
our  said  coats  would  not,  without  the  greatest  difficulty, 
accept  a  doit — I  ought  to  say  a  groschen — for  their  trouble, 
although  Germans,  and  JetM,  I  had,  perforce,  to  give  it 
to  a  poor  sick  boy,  as  an  excuse  for  leaving  it,  whom  I 
singled  out  with  a  sort  of  Irish  philanthropy,  to  prove  we 
are  all  Christians.  I  wish  I  could  hope  to  give  him  another 
little  piece  of  had  silver  (you  know,  of  course,  the  toashed, 
or  rather  apparently  unvHuhed  face  of  Friedrich  Wilhelm  on 
our  Prussian  coinage),  but  he  seemed  destined  to  abstract 
a  unit  from  the  gross  sum  of  the  twelve  tribes  at  present  in 
existence.  Set  this  off  against  my  last  picture  of  the  people 
of  these  parts,  and  lament  with  me  that  you  must  go  from 
the  Rhine  to  meet  with  natures  that  correspond  with  its 
natiiral  beauties.  Perhaps  I  am  wrong  ;  I  know  you  think 
I  am  prejudiced,  but  I  think  I  am  not.  Eveiy  day  fresh 
facts,  not  fancies,  corroborate  my  views.  You  will  find  a 
new  one  in  my  notice  of  M.  The  imposition,  I  know,  was 
made  light  of,  and  made  a  joke  of  even,  as  against  the 
English. 

I  could  quote  political  reasons  for  this  jealousy,  which 
certtdnly  does  obtain,  besides  more  ptmAA  OT\fi&.    Namelv 
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under  the  heads  of  free  trade,  probable  union  of  France, 
Belgiam,  and  England  against  the  Holj  Family,  alias  Holy 
Alliance,  which  I  guess  is  a  main  head  and  front,  besides 
avarice  and  envy,  and  most  exaggerated  notions  of  our 
wealth. 

I  am  translating  a  serious  tale,  illustrative  of  England, 
from  the  "Zeitung,*'  where  a  lady  of  Euston  Square 
offiBrs  £60fi00  per  annumj  a  mine  in  ^*Camipales"  and 
£20,000  m  **  East  India  Actions "  (?  shares),  as  a  reward 
for  finding  her  lost  child  The  lady  dies— the  King's 
cairiage  and  all  the  nobility  go  to  the  funeral ;  the  will 
bequeaths  cUl  her  property  to  the  finder^  and  nothing  to  the 
child;  and  the  said  child  is  eventually  found  by  a  dog 
called  **  Fog "  i  Imagine  a  London  fog  finding  anything ; 
And  these  are  '^  Sketches  of  our  Manners  '*  gravely  written 
and  read  on  the  Rhine--one  of  our  thoroughfares  ! !  It  will 
make  a  good  chapter  in  my  book  as  a  German  exercise  1 


752,  Altsh  Qrabkn,  Coblbvz,  29(A  October ^  1836. 

Mt  dear  Mrs.  Elliot, 

You  will  be  surprised  to  hear  that  Hood  is  at  this  present 
writing,  at,  or  near  Berlin — from  thence  he  goes  to  Kiistrin, 
Frankfort-on-the-Oder,  Breslau,  Dresden,  Frankfort-on-the- 
Maine,  and  then  back  to  Coblenz.  Mr.  De  Franck's  regi- 
ment, the  19th,  has  been  ordered  from  here  to  Bromberg,* 

*  In  the  beginning  of  October,  the  19th  PolUh  Infantry  were  ordered  to 
march  to  Bromberg,  and  my  father  was  induced,  by  the  inritation  of  hie 
friend  Pranck  (and  indeed  of  all  the  officen  of  the  regiment),  to  maroh 
with  than.  Hy  mother's  letter  is  pat  a  little  out  cl  date  here,  in  order 
not  to  interfere  with  the  continned  narratire  of  my  father's  letters.  This 
was  almost  the  last  of  my  ,&ther's  days  of  heslth,  and  henceforward — 
ahhongli  there  have  been  oecanonal  mentions  of  illness  before  the  letten 
wWreeoid  m  gradutU  but  sure  decline  of  health.—^.  VL 
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and  he  proposed  Hood's  joining  their  inarch  as  a  fiiend  of 
his.  As  it  was  his  intention  to  trayel  for  his  German  book, 
this  affords  the  best  opportunity.  He  would  see  parts  of 
the  country  which  are  not  common  to  trayellers ;  he  woidd 
have  the  advantage  of  very  pleasant  companions,  and  the 
help  of  Mr.  De  Franck*s  German,  who  speaks  it  as  well  as 
a  native — and  Hood  therefore  very  gladly  accepted  the 
invitation.  The  regiment  marches  fifteen  or  twenty  English 
miles  per  day  for  three  days,  and  then  rests  one.  Mr.  De 
Frauck  advised  Hood  to  buy  a  horse  to  go  with  them,  and 
when  he  wished  to  return,  he  could  sell  it  and  come  back  by 
diligence.  He  was  so  fortunate  as  to  meet  with  a  good  one, 
with  new  saddle,  bridle,  and  all,  for  $even  pounds,  ten 
fJiilUngs  I  As  he  could  not  start  with  them,  Mr.  De  Franck 
took  the  horse  with  him,  and  they  arranged  to  meet  at  or 
near  Eisenach.  I  must  tell  you  that  all  the  officers  very 
politely  expressed  much  pleasure  at  his  going  with  them. 
The  Captain  desired  the  Quartermaster  to  arrange  quarters 
for  him  with  De  Franck.  The  Colonel,  who  has  translated 
his  "  Eugene  Aram  "  into  German  and  is  a  very  clever  man, 
sent  him  a  handsome  message  and  invitation.  Knowing 
that  Mr.  Dilke  could  not  leave  London  for  longer  than  five 
or  six  weeks,  it  had  been  settled  that  I  should  go  with  Hood 
as  far  as  Eisenach,  and  they  would  not  suffer  us  to  alter 
this ;  so  leaving  them  here,  Hood  and  I  left  for  Frankfort 
on  the  11th  of  October,  and  reached  Eisenach  on  the  13th. 
We  stayed  a  night  there,  and  went  to  Langen  Seltzers  the 
next  morning,  expecting  to  find  Mr.  De  F.,  but  his  bat- 
talion was  quai'tered  in  a  village  near,  and  we  had  to  go  on 
there.  We  found  him  in  the  house  of  a  Saxon  peasant,  or 
rather  farmer,  for  they  seemed  well  to  do  and  had  five 
or  six  hn&  cows.  We  bad  their  two  best  bed-rooms — good 
sized   and  nicely  furnished — only  we  wete  o\i\\^<^^  \»  \gi 
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thfon^  one  to  the  other.  The  first  had  two  beds  for 
Hr.  Franck  and  a  brother  officer,  and  the  inner  one,  which 
was  also  the  sitting  room,  had  one  for  us :  this  was  rather 
impleasant,  but  if  I  had  been  a  princess  I  could  not  have 
oomo^aiided  any  better,  so  I  treated  it  in  the  best  manner 
I  oould.  Our  friend  had  been  out  and  shot  a  brace  of 
partridges  in  the  morning,  and  the  Polish  officer,  his  com- 
rade^ undertook  to  superintend  the  cooking  them  for  supper. 
I  had  brought  tea  with  me,  but  bad  some  difficulty  to  find 
a  snWtitute  for  a  teapot,  and  the  luxury  of  teaspoons  was 
qoite  unknown,  and  Hood  *  carved  one  out  of  a  bit  of  pine 
wood.  For  supper,  they  brought  us  a  brown  dish  of  pota- 
toes^ boiled  in  their  skins,  another  dish  of  boiled  eggs,  some 
batter,  and  a  large  brown  loaf,  so  the  birds  were  a  nice 

*  Ulj  faiher  was  veiy  ingeniom  in  this  way,  and  had  a  knack  of  "  cut- 
liBg«iid  oontriying,"  of  which  we  poasess  many  eridences.  While  in 
GoniMiy,  he  bought  a  small  toy  theatre  for  ns,  and  then  (and  subsequently 
at  Gbmberwell,  during  an  illness)  drew,  painted,  and  cut  out  the  charac- 
ten  and  soenezy  for  a  tragedy  (Paul  and  Viiginia),  a  spectacle  (St.  Qeorge 
and  tbe  Dngon),  and  a  pantomime.  The  figures  were  very  clerer,  and  the 
groapa  and  procession  capitally  arranged— and  the  dragon  vhu  a  dragon  ! 
Some  of  the  scenery,  such  as  the  planter's  house,  and  the  cottages  of 
Maigaret  and  Madame  de  la  Tour,  are  gems  of  effect  and  colour.  Two 
Boonlight  scenes  were  very  good  too — the  grave  of  Paul  and  Virginia,  and 
ilie  Falaoe  in  St  G^rge,  where  a  (tinsel)  torchlight  procession  by  water 
woimd  up  the  play.  The  whole,  however,  cannot  be  described,  and  must 
be  teen  to  be  appreciated.  On  high  days  and  holidays  this  theatre  used 
lo  be  brought  out,  and  my  father  used  to  perform  the  pieces  to  the  delight 
of  the  litde  friends  (and  big  ones  too)  who  were  present.  He  used  to 
extemporise  the  dialogue,  which  was  considered  by  the  elders,  who  were 
better  judges  than  we  children  could  pretend  to  be,  very  lively  and  apt. 
Hie  stage  management,  properties,  and  machinery  were  capital,  and  I  can 
gtfll  remember  the  agony  with  which  I  used  to  see  the  wreck  in  Paul  and 
Viigiiiia  break  up  by  degrees,  and  the  bodies  of  the  lovers  washed  in  over 
te  bceaken.  In  addition  to  these  means  of  evening  entertainment  he  had 
1^  Biagio  lantern,  for  which  he  painted  a  number  of  slides,  some  humorous, 
and  iome  pretty  ones — a  flight  of  doves  and  swaUows  with  a  hawk,  and  a 
Utile  eottage  in  the  snow,  with  a  "practicable"  Tegunent  max^Mi^  q-^^x 
a  Mi^— 1!  M, 
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addition.  After  supper,  the  host  and  his  wife  oame  to 
inquire  if  we  had  been  comfortable— they  were  unuaed  to 
entertain  such  people,  but  they  had  dona  their  beat  The 
man  then  produced  a  bottle  of  upint  (very  like  Sootoh 
whiskey,  with  a  peat  flavour  even,  made  from  lyeX  and 
offered  a  glass  to  each,  first  shaking  hands  all  round.  The 
wife,  in  the  course  of  the  evening,  had  brought  her  baby  in 
her  arms,  and  a  beautiful  little  fat  thing  it  was ;  and  Hood 
desired  Frauck  to  tell  the  father  how  much  we  admired  it— 
that  it  was  so  fat,  we  could  not  ask  for  all,  but  would  like 
to  have  a  part  of  it  We  thought  the  man*8  answer  very 
i^eady :  ^*  Tell  the  gentleman,  that  I  speak  like  the  mother 
to  King  Solomon,  I  cannot  suffer  him  to  take  a  part,  I 
would  rather  present  him  the  whole  of  it ! "  As  you  may 
suppose,  this  was  all  very  new  and  amusing,  and  we  were  very 
merry,  ouly  Hood  complained  at  times  of  pain  in  the  side ; 
still  we  thought  he  would  be  better  in  the  mornings  and 
that  it  proceeded  from  over-fatigue.  But  his  night  was 
very  restless,  and  when  he  rose,  the  paiu  was  so  great,  that 
we  found  he  would  not  dare  to  venture  on  horseback;  bo 
we  made  a  fresh  arraugement,  to  go  and  stay  at  Saze  Gotha, 
at  a  quiet  inn  we  had  called  at  on  our  way,  and  that  he 
should  again  meet  the  regiment  on  the  next  Tuesday  at 
Halle,  supposing  him  to  be  better  for  care,  rest,  and  nursing. 
This  all  turned  out  to  our  wish  ;  the  pain  proceeded  from 
cold  in  the  muscles  of  the  chest,  and  he  was  soon  well. 

On  Sunday,  at  twelve,  I  left  him  to  return  here,  for  I  was 
to  have  been  with  the  Dilkes  at  Coblenz,  on  that  day.  He 
saw  me  off  from  Saxe  Gotha — but  when  the  diligence 
arrived  there,  it  was  full,  and  as  six  passengers  were  there 
who  had  taken  places,  the  conductor  placed  us  "  extras  "  in 
two  ''post  waggons"  as  they  call  them,  and  Hood  went 
awMjr  quite  pleased  at  my  going  so  cotx^ot\a\A^.    But  alas ! 
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thk  WM  not  to  continue  J  after  two  stages,  they  brought 
out  an  old,  old  diligenoe,  in  whioh  they  placed  five  gentlemen 
and  myselC  At  Yaoh,  where  we  supped,  having  quickly 
finished  mina,  I  went  out  to  get  into  the  coach,  and  found  a 
mith  mending  the  wheels,  and  listening  with  all  my  German 
ears,  heard  the  conductor  ask  if  hjB  was  sure  it  was  strong. 
This  was  enough  for  me — but  I  was  too  timid  to  communis 
cate  all  this  in  bad  German  to  the  others  ;  so  I  sat  nursing 
my  fears  "  to  keep  them  warm,"  in  most  profound  silence — 
Boffering  a  womanly  martyrdom.  Of  course  I  was  not  sur- 
prised, though  dreadfully  frightened,  when  the  crash  came. 
About  eleven  o'dock,  wheu  we  had  got  to  the  top  of  a 
steep  hill,  and  so,  fortunately,  were  going  slowly,  the  wheel 
oame  off  and  we  were  turned  over !  The  young  man  oppo- 
site me  scrambled  out  (we  were  uppermost)  at  the  window ; 
he  did  not  tread  upon  me,  but  this  was  my  luck,  not  his 
care,  for  he  evidently  only  thought  of  himself.  As  soon  as 
he  was  out,  some  one  looked  in  at  the  window,  and  holding 
up  my  hands,  I  begged  him  to  help  me,  but  I  soon  repented 
this ;  for,  seizing  hold  of  my  wrists,  he  began  to  pull  me 
out  "by  force  of  arms"  in  spite  of  my  entreaties,  which 
being  in  English  of  course  he  did  not  understand.  I  really 
thought  he  would  break  them,  for  my  whole  weight  was 
hanging  and  I  could  not  find  anywhere  to  fix  my  feet 
against  at  the  side.  At  last  he  dragged  me  out  upon  the 
top,  and  there  I  seemed  likely  to  remain,  for  he  went  to 
help  out  the  rest,  and  I  stood  trembling,  bruised,  and  crying 
in  the  utmost  distress,  when  I  heard  a  voice  in  the  road 
say,  "  Don't  be  alarmed,  let  me  assist  you  down.'*  "  Thank 
God!  that's  English,"  I  said,  and  I  was  almost  ready  to 
jump  into  the  gentleman's  arms  for  very  joy,  as  I  was  afber- 
wards  compelled  to  do  for  very  help,  for  it  was  only  by  his 
Ji/tii^  me  £vm  the  edge,  that  I  could  Toauc!!;!  \!ti!b  \grav»A. 
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He  then  went  to  searoh  for  my  bag,  which  held  my 
port  and  my  shawL  It  was,  most  fortunately,  a  loidy 
moonlight  night :  darkness  would  have  added  much  to  my 
horror.  I  found  I  had  a  blow  on  the  back  of  the  head,  and 
op.e  on  my  right  shoulder,  but  I  came  off  better  than 
others;  one  poor  man  was  sadly  cut  about  the  fiuse  and 
head,  and  another  had  his  arm  yery  much  hurt  My 
English  friend  now  having  found  my  bag  and  shawl,  pro- 
posed placing  me  in  a  britska,  in  which  a  German  and  his 
valet  were  travelling,  but  who  had  stopped  to  assist  But 
the  old  gentleman  did  not,  or  would  not  understand,  and  I 
said  very  proudly  in  Oenuan,  that  I  would  rather  stand 
there  than  trouble  him.  Upon  this  he  was  very  pressing, 
and  insisted  on  my  getting  in,  but  the  diligence  being  near 
in  which  the  Englishman  was  a  passenger,  I  very  soon 
exchanged  my  seat  for  the  only  vacant  one  there  was  in  it^ 
and  went  all  the  rest  of  the  way  in  it  to  Frankfort  The 
other  unfortunates  were  taken  on  in  poet  waggons,  and 
were  tunce  overset  again — not  arriving  at  Frankfort  until 
four  o'clock — we  got  there  by  one. 

I  wont  from  Frankfort  to  Mayonce  that  evening,  and  on 
Tuesday  morning  came  in  the  steamboat  down  the  Rhine. 
It  was  a  beautiful  day ;  and  though  too  rapid,  I  think  the 
Rhine  is  much  finer  to  come  down — ^you  see  it  with  better 

effect  than  to  go  up  it 

•  •  •  • 

You  of  course  have  heard  of  our  grand  review.  There 
were  such  preparations  for  it,  and  so  much  talk  beforehand, 
and  every  village  round  Coblenz  as  well  as  the  Stadt  itself, 
so  crammed  with  militaiy  that  we  did  expect  something 
**  prodigious,"  but  the  weather  was  miserable,  and  we  were  a 
leetle  disappointed;  still  it  was  such  a  sight  as  I  never 
witaeaaed  before,  and  shall  not  again.    T\ie  lAc^est^  ot  Q«eu^^ 
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WM  ereeted  at  the  end  of  August ;  but  the  three  or  four 
grand  days  were  about  the  middle  of  September.  The 
Grown  Prince  was  here  three  days  to  review  them ;  but  I 
thought  the  two  days'  ''sham  fights*'. after  he  left  by  far 
the  most  interesting.  The  Camp  was  erected  on  the  large 
plain  on  the  other  side  of  the  Rhine  and  Moselle,  between 
here  and  Andemach.  There  were  booths  for  the  sale  of 
faney  goodie^  for  refreshment,  and  for  dancing,  theatres, 
horse-riding,  Aa,  and  one  large  one  called  the  Officers' 
Booth,  where  they  dined  always.  In  front  of  these  tents 
was  a  range  of  kitchens  for  the  soldiers  at  short  distances 
from  eaeh  other,  a  quarter  of  a  mile  in  length.  Behind 
these  were  the  tents  for  those  troops  who  could  not  be 
disposed  of  in  towns  or  villages.  To  those  who  had  only 
seen  at  a  theatre  the  representation  of  a  "tented  field," 
this  was  a  beautiful  sight,  and  the  lovely  green  hills  that 
bound  the  plain  on  all  sides  added  to  the  fine  effect  of  the 
scene 

We  engaged  a  carriage  early,  knowing  the  Dilkes  yrere 
comings  and  were  so  lucky  that  we  paid  for  the  four  days, 
what  others  paid  for  one;  but  poor  Mr.  Dilke's  illness 
quite  spoiled  the  enjoyment,  though  they  insisted  on  our 
going,  as  we  had  promised  to  take  a  young  Ifiuiy  with  us. 
It  was  unfortunate,  too,  that  what  we  had  reckoned  on  as 
an  amusement,  vis.,  that  we  live  in  the  street  that  leads  to 
the  bridge,  turned  out  a  source  of  annoyance  to  our  poor 
friend,  on  account  of  the  noise  of  the  carriages  and  troops 
going  in  and  out.  On  the  last  day  but  one.  Hood  and  I 
and  Fanny  went  to  see  the  taking  of  Bassenheimer,  a 
Tillage  seven  or  eight  English  miles  oS,  The  stupid  people 
of  Goblens  having  seen  the  troops  reviewed  in  order,  and 
the  Grown  Prince,  did  not  care  to  go  to  see  tbia^  %(^  csva% 
wmt  the  onJjr  partjr  present     We  followed  YjVial  «i^wv»aL  ^^ 
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succesaful  amd  advancing  annj,  but  <m  gaining  the  brow  of 
a  hill  our  troops  began  to  retreat,  and  we  taw  the  enemy 
coming  out  of  a  dark  fir  wood,  and  steadily  marohing  up  the 
ascent.  Our  situation  was  very  advantageous  for  seeing 
the  manomyres,  so  we  drew  a  little  to  one  side  and  allowed 
them  to  pass  us :  it  gave  me  a  very  excellent  notion  of  a 
battle,  the  tramp  of  the  fbet,  the  measured  beat  of  the 
drums,  and  the  firing  of  the  skirmishers  was  truly  exciting. 
I  wish  Hood  was  here  to  give  you  a  description,*  for  on 
talking  it  over  with  Franck,  he  was  astonished  to  find  how 
dearly  he  had  seen  it  all,  and  pointed  out  how  one  side  lost 
the  vantage  ground,  and  ultimately  was  conquered  by  that 
oversight. 

We  have  great  hopes  of  ^turning  next  year  to  England, 
if  it  please  God  to  continue  Hood*s  health,  which  of  course 
so  much  depends  on,  indeed,  all  of  comfort  and  success  1 
The  hope  of  seeing  my  dear  friends  and  native  land  again, 
renders  the  prospect  of  the  next  winter  here  not  quite  so 
cheerless.  I  fear  we  shall  miss  our  friend  Franck  very 
much,  both  his  society,  and  his  many  friendly  acts,  and  also 
his  assistance  in  speaking  German,  for  we  ire  both  of  us 
rather  dull  in  acquiring  it.     I  quite  pine  after  English  books^ 

*  Hub  revictr,  no  ctoubt,  was  t&e  origin  of  the  gune  of  militerf  ma- 
BoenTres  my  father  made  for  na.  He  got  aome  common  wooden  toy  aoldien^ 
and  painted  them  in  proper  coloun,  putting  feathers,  epaulettes,  and  aU 
other  necessary  accoutrements  for  officers,  band,  and  prirates,  with  coloun 
and  tents  for  each  regiment  The  whole  formed  two  armies,  which  aeted 
against  each  other  by  certain  rules,  not  unlike  chess,  and  the  game  was 
won  by  the  general  who  took  the  best  position.  The  two  armies  were 
supplied  with  cannon  and  oaiaMns,  baggage-waggons,  and  all  requirements. 
The  field  was  supplied  with  bridges,  churches.  Tillages,  and  forts— «n 
little  models.  The  game  was  a  most  ingenious  one,  and  afforded  us  much 
amusement,  and  was  greatly  admired  by  lAy  &ther*s  friends  who  saw  it 
Tbiaia  another  insttmce  of  the  trouble  and  time  he  spent  in  finding  amnK 
meat /or  hia  ctildren. — T.  H. 
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•nd  iSMT  when  I  return  I  shall  feed  too  greedily^  like  a 
fiuniahed  man,  and  so  not  benefit  till  time  gives  me  a  more 
healthy  appetita  What  a  loss  the  musical  world  has 
suffered  in  the  death  of  poor  Malibran  !  I  was  very  sorry  to 
hear  of  it,  she  was  a  beautiful  siuger,  and  an  admirable 
actress.  Hood  has  been  to  the  Opera  at  Berlin,  and  saw 
**  Undine ; "  it  was  yery  well  done  he  says,  and  all  the 
Royal  fiunily  were  present  The  theatre  here  is  wretched, 
and  the  actors  too  bad  to  laugh  at  even. 

With  best  loye  to  you  all,  believe  me  to  be  ever,  my 
dearest  Mrs.  Elliot, 

Yours  afifectionately, 

Jane  Hood. 

The  following  are  extracts  from  my  father's  letters  to  his 
wife^  during  the  march. 

Qotoj:,  ISth  October,  1887. 

Mt  own  diarist  and  best, 

I  send  you  a  packet  for  B — :  the  "Love  Lane*' 
is  longer  by  some  verses,  so  send  the  present  copy ;  so  much 
for  business^  and  now  for  the  pleasant 

We  parted  manfully  and  womanfully,  as  we  ought  I  drank 
only  half  a  bottle  of  the  Rhine  wine,  and  only  the  half  of 
that^  ere  I  fell  asleep  on  the  sofa,  which  lasted  two  houra 
It  was  the  re-action,  for  your  going  tired  me  more  than  I 
oared  to  show.  Then  I  drank  the  other  half,  and  as  that 
did  not  do,  I  went  and  retraced  our  walk  in  the  Park,  and 
sat  down  in  ike  uime  seat,  and  felt  happier  and  better. 
Have  not  you  a  romantic  old  husband  1  To-day  I  had 
some  pain,  but  I  had  written  hard,  and  I  resolved  at  dinner, 
out  of  prudence,  and  to  set  you  at  ease,  to  ajsk  for  advioe^ 
whea  good  fortxme  engaged  me  in  EngliAi  coiivw«&\Aaa  '^'Obl 
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a  young  German  phjsioiaii,  a  oapital  fellow;  and  Ofer  i 
bottle  of  champagne  between  ua  I  franklj  aaked  hia  advioe 
and  stated  my  symptoms.  He  jumped  at  onoe  at  the  oanae^ 
and  asked  if  I  bad  travelled  long  in  one  poaitiony  4a  I 
gave  the  history  of  our  journey,  and  he  said  it  was  nothing 
but  what  I  had  supposed,  a  cold  in  the  pectoral  muadea 
from  that  night  in  the  coaoh.  I  api  to  wear  flannel  on  the 
chest,  and  that  is  all ;  there  is  nothing  to  apprehend.  Aa 
this  coincides  with  my  own  views,  I  hope  it  will  set  you  quite 
at  rest  on  the  subject,  and  that  you  will  thattk  me  for  putting 
it  out  of  doubt.  He  was  a  nice  fellow  and  we  are  to  meet 
again  at  Berlin.  I  go  o£f  to-night  at  seven,  and  have  little 
time.     I  think  you  will  like  the  "  Desert  Bom." 

I  hope  you  got  home  safe  and  well,  and  found  all  so. 
Kiss  my  darling  Fanny  and  Tom  for  me  over  and  over. 
Eiudest  love  to  the  Dilkes  if  they  are  with  you.  I  have  a 
world  to  say  to  them  and  you  (my  next  will  not  be  so 
hurried).  I  must  keep  my  terrestrial  globe  of  talk  to  some 
other  time.     Take  care  of  yourself. 

Kiss  the  dear  children  for  me,  and  believe  me. 

Ever  yours, 

Thomas  HOO0. 

dSrd  Oetofter. 

Mr  OWN  DEARBrr  and  best  Janb, 

I  feel  quite  happy,  and  more  for  your  sake  thani 
my  own,  that  I  have  nothii^  but  good  news  to  communicate. 
I  got  to  Halle  yesterday  rather  late,  four  or  five  in  the 
afternoon.  There  was  a  strict  examination  of  passports  at 
Erfurt,  and  mine  was  refused  a  mi  or  Jrizzi  as  Heilman 
caUa  it;  I  believe  because  it  was  in  French, — the  Dumm- 
kopf!    I  found  Franck  domeatioaled  {i  ow^ht  to  say  quar* 
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terod,  but  it  would  flound  like  cutting  up)  in  Butcher  Street, 
tlie  Teiy  plaoe  for  filling  one's  cavities.  After  some  good 
beer,  bread  and  cheese;  by  way  of  dinner,  and  a  rest,  we 
went  and  settled  all  the  passport  af!air  right,  and  then  went 
to  head-quarters.  My  reception  was  very  gratifying  indeed, 
they  aU  seemed  really  glad  to  see  me,  and  Frauck's  captain 
was  particularly  firiendly;  and  I  quite  regret  my  loss  of 
German,  as  he  is  very  merry,  and  likes  to  talk.  There  were 
some  gentlemen  from  Merseberg,  who  had  known  some  of 
the  officers  when  the  battalion  was  formerly  quartered  there, 
and  all  was  jollity.  They  were  very  friendly  too,  and  I  felt 
quite  at  home,  and  moreover,  supped  on  the  famous  Leipsic 

larks,  things  that  Martin  of Street  would  lick  the  lips 

of  his  heart  at.  Finally,  I  packed  up  my  tiniuk,  <&c.,  went 
to  bed,  and  slept  soundly  and  dreamt  (don't  be  jealous  for 
we  cannot  command  our  dreams,  I  wish  I  could !)  but  it 
was  of  little  Tom,  God  bless  him.  I  rose  with  the  larks, 
was  well  up  to  my  time,  marched  to  the  muster,  mounted 
inj  <^<^  c^d  here  I  am,  at  a  quarter  post  one,  writing  to 
you,  after  completing  not  only  my  first  march,  but  a  hearty 
dinner.  Luck  turned  at  last,  for  I  rose  without  any  pain, 
for  the  first  time,  and  con.Hequently  in  good  spirits.  I  am 
delighted  with  my  nag,  Franck  has  got  him  into  such 
excellent  order ;  I  was  only  ofi  him  twice,  but  thank  good- 
ness without  hurting  myself,  as  it  was  merely  dismounting 
according  to  the  regular  mode  when  we  halted.  Tell  Fanny 
he  walks  after  Franck  and  knows  him  like  a  dog;  I  expect 
to  be  equally  good  friends  with  him,  by  feeding  him  with 
bread.  Fanfty  herself  might  ride  him,  and  I  only  fear 
I  shall  be  sorry  to  part  with  him  at  last.  I  rode  so  well 
as  to  pass  muster  for  a  trooper,  and  did  the  turnpikes.  At 
one  village  a  man  said,  '*  There  goes  the  doctor ! "     The 

moming  waa  beautiful,  the  road  good  and%lm^\.^^\vwb 
roL.  *  Y^ 
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ever  the  immense  plains  near  Leipak^  wfaare  ao  many  a 
battle  has  been  fought  For  aoma  diatanoe  I  roda  baiipsen 
the  captain  and  a  gentleman  in  plain  olothea;  it  turned  out 
he  had  formerly  been  a  soldier  in  the  battalion,  and  ia  now 
a  Professor,  and  there  waa  I  the  author  tomad  aokUar  1  I 
did  wish  you  could  haTe  gone  with  na :  the  first  halt  waa 
Tery  amusing,  suoh  misoellaneoua  breakfiyrtingy  and  a  boy 
with  a  large  tin  of  hot  sausageSy  «old  all  off  ia  a  minnte 
to  his  surprise,  and  regret  that  he  had  not  brouc^t  a 
whole  barrow  full.  The  odonel  passed  in  a  carriage ;  I  did 
not  see  him,  but  he  stopped  Franok  to  ask  if  I  waa  there, 
and  sent  his  compliments.  Tell  Fanny  I  was  introdnoed  to 
Minna*8  father.  Minna  is  not  going  to  leaTO  CoblenB  yet, 
so  that  she  can  have  her  with  her  sometimes^  befora  she 
goes.  I  assure  you  I  found  myself  getting  better  ereiy 
mile,  and  when  we  got  here  about  ten,  felt  so  freah,  indeed, 
not  even  stiff,  that  I  could  not  believe  tibe  march  was  ovar. 

From    Gotlia  to  Halle  waa  somewhat  tedious  in  a  M 

wagen — without  any  adyenture  save  one.     At  aupper,  for 

we  did  not  leave  till  nine,  there  were  two  gentlemen ;  one  of 

whom  talked  with  me  a  good  deal  in  my  bad  German  ;  but 

to  my  surprise  when  we  had  gone  some  miles  he  addnased 

me  in  English.     We  sat  together  in  the  coup6  and  gooupped 

nearly  the  whole  night  on  England,  Bowring,  Campbell,  &a 

He  told  me  he  had  been  an  emigre  from  Germany  on  account 

of  his  politics  which  had  brought  him  into  great  trouble, 

and  had  held  an  office  at  the  London  Univereity ;  but  having 

settled  his  differences  with  Government,  is  now  a  Professor 

at  some  College  in  Prussia.     Perhaps  Dilke  wiU  know  who 

he   IS.     I   have  had  good  quarters  as  yet.     BiU   of   fare 

lol' w"""'  iT?  ^'"^  ^^'  "^'^   W^^'  «<xxl   «>up, 
good  beer,  p.ckled  chemes,  celery  roots  in  slices,  as  W 

^d  round  as   turnips,  lamVs  xmM.  di«^  ^t>x^t  CullTf 
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CMMngn.  I  dionld  like  to  see  your  face  at  the  last  article. 
I  hftTe  no  more  to  say  in  the  victualling  line  except  that 
Fnndc  oanght  Heilman  lamming  matches  into  his  cayenne 
pepper  bj  mistake  for  a  fire  bottle. 

And  now,  dearest^  it  delights  me  to  hope  and  think  that 
whilst  I  am  writing,  yon  are  at  home  safe  and  well,  and  are 
just  now  sitting  down  to  dinner,  or  ought  to  be  with  the 
pretty  little  pair;  perhaps  with  the  pretty  big  pair  too. 
Yoa  know  who  I  mean  !  It  was  fine  weather  for  you,  and 
it  was  in  fiiTonr  of  your  impatience  that  you  would  travel 
quickest^  nearest  home.  I  hope  you  enjoyed  the  Rhine 
from  Mayence.  I  shall  long  eagerly  to  know  about  you  aJl, 
whether  the  Dilkes  have  left,  and  how  he  was,  <kc.,  and  you 
bore  your  solitary  journey.  I  have  thought  of  you  con- 
tinually, and  enjoy  by  sympathy  beforehand  the  comfort 
you  will  feel  in  reading  this,  a  true  and  not  a  flattering 
picture  of  my  mind,  body,  and  estate.  I  feel  really  as  well 
M  I  say,  and  have  now  no  doubt  of  getting  very  much 
better  if  not  quite  restored  by.  this  trip,  with  other  advan- 
tages to  boot.  (There  is  a  bunch  of  comforts  for  you,  like 
the  posies  chucked  in  at  a  coach  window.)  Wo  drank  your 
health  in  beer  (excuse  the  liquor).  I  ramble  on  how  I  can, 
having  to  take  a  sleep,  and  then  go  in  the  evening  to  meet 
the  others,  perhaps  to  play  at  whist,  half-penny  points.  We 
are  in  a  pretty  little  village,  and  among  people  the  reverse 
of  Rhinelanders.  The  sudden  change  from  marching  soldiers, 
ko.f  is  quite  laughable ;  look  out  of  window,  and  there  is  not 
a  trace  of  militaiy,  not  even  a  cap ;  all  are  indoors  snoozing, 
Ac     In  the  evening  we  shall  swarm  like  bees. 

Franck  will  write  to  you  next,  as  I  shall  be  busy,  but  I 
determined  to  show  you  to  day  by  a  long  letter  how  well 
I  was  after  my  march.  I  shall  also  write  a  few  lines  at  the 
sad  of  tbin  to  Fannj,  who  I  hope  helps  and  p\Q%B«a  ^wv  %]^ 
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much  as  she  can.     If  the  Dilkes  are  not  gone,  give  my  lo^ 

to  them  and  say  all  that  is  kind.     I  left  in  a  sad  hurry,  and 

had  not  even  time  to  thank  Mrs.  Dilke,  without  whom  I 

should  never  have  been  launched.     Tell  her  I  shall  be  as 

grand  over  my  march,  as  if  I  had  crossed  the  Simplon.    If 

you  write  of  your  journey  faithfully  to  your  mother,  the 

break  down  and  aJl,  I  suspect  it  will  be  "  Tardiot  sarve  'em 

right !    Hood  and  Jane  are  both  gone  mad  together ! "     The 

officers  who  were  in  love  seemed  reconciled  to  their  fiite.     I 

have  found  **  my  own  Carloyicz  '*  again— only  time  to  shake 

hands,  but  expect  him  this  oTening.      Wildegans  is  well 

again,  but  gone  forward  two  hours  further  than  us.     He  was 

with  me  all  the  way  nearly.     It  will  be  our  turn  next  I 

guess  for  a  long  spell,  but  I  could  have  gone  much  further 

to-day  than  we  did.     I  have  promised  the  captain  to  get  &t 

imder  his  command. 

I  fear  you  will  have  no  more  long  letters  till  the  "  Comic" 

is  done  ;  but  am  I  not  good  for  this  one  ?     I  am  quite 

repaid  by  the  anticipation  of  your  pleasure  in  it.     I  fear  you 

will  have  to  copy  what  I  send  you  of  MSS.,  for  fear  of  their 

miscarrying.     I  sent  you  a  packet  from  Gotha. 

•  «  «  « 

Mt  dear  Fannt, 

I  hope  you  are  as  good  still  as  when  I  went  away 
— a  comfort  to  your  good  mother  and  a  kind  playfellow  to 
your  little  brother.  Mind  you  tell  him  my  horse  eats  bread 
out  of  my  hand,  and  walks  up  to  the  officers  who  are  eating, 
and  pokes  his  nose  into  the  women's  baskets.  I  wish  I 
could  give  you  both  a  ride.  I  hope  you  liked  your  paints; 
pray  keep  them  out  of  Tom's  way,  as  they  are  poisonous. 
J  sbaJ]  have  rare  stories  to  tell  you  when  I  come  home ;  but 
w/nd,  jon  mast  he  good  till  then,  or  1  e\v«.\\.\^  «a  mute  as  a 


MEHORULS  OF  THOMAS  HOOD.  181 

Btockfiih,  Your  mama  will  show  jou  on  the  map  where 
I  WM  when  I  wrote  this ;  and  when  she  writes  will  let  jou 
pot  in  a  wonL  Tou  would  have  laughed  to  see  your  friend 
Wildegans  running  after  the  sausage  boy  to  buy  a  *^  wUrst ;" 
there  was  hardly  an  officer  without  one  in  his  hand  smoking 
hot  The  men  piled  their  guns  on  the  grass,  and  sat  by  the 
tide  of  the  road,  all  munching  at  onoc  like  ogrea  I  had  a 
pocketful  of  bread  and  butter,  which  soon  went  into  my 
**  cayitiesi**  as  Mrs.  Dilke  calls  them.  I  only  hope  I  shall 
not  get  80  hungry  as  to  eat  my  horse.  I  know  1  need  not 
say  keep  school  and  mind  your  book,  as  you  love  to  Icani. 
Ton  can  have  Minna  sometimes,  her  papa  says. 

Now  God  bless  you,  my  dear  little  girl,  my  pet,  and  think 
of  your 

Loving  Father, 

Thomas  Hooa 

EXTRACT. 

Potsdam. 

IVom  having  gone  through  woods,  full  of  old  stumps  and 
roots  of  trees,  without  a  fall,  I  begin  to  pique  myself  on  my 
horsemanship;  but  yesterday  got  into  a  bit  of  a  caper.  I 
was  anxious  to  inquire  at  the  post-office  of  Belitz,  so  had  to 
get  before  the  others,  which  I  all  but  effected,  when  just 
entering  the  town  in  a  narrow  street  I  was  obliged  to  wait 
with  my  horse's  nose  just  against  the  big  drum,  which  he 
objected  to  pass ;  but  I  contrived  to  keep  him  dancing 
between  the  band  and  the  regiment.  I  was  more  lucky 
than  a  captain  in  Coblenz,  whose  horse  I'an  away  with  him 
dap  through  the  band,  all  of  whom  he  upset,  breaking  their 
instruments  to  the  tune  of  300  dollars  damages.  I  am  glad 
I  did  not  know  this  at  the  time. 

We  me  at  four,  and  march  about  five  or  \i«ii-^\K    \\.  Sa 
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moonliglit  earlier,  but  thou  becomes  dark,  so  I  march  till 
I  call  suo  the  ri<acl,  aud  then  mount;  after  about  three 
quarteiK  of  on  huur  we  halt  for  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  and 
then  on  uguin  to  the  general  rendeivous,  overtaking  or 
pniKung  otlier  conipimies  on  the  road,  for  we  are  quartered 
BometimcB  widely  apart  At  the  reudezroua  we  halt  and 
breitkftist — a  soit  of  picnic — each  bringing  what  he  can.  If 
1  had  been  eearuhed  yesterday  they  would  have  found  on 
ine  two  cold  pigeoim,  and  a  loaf  split  and  buttered.  I  have 
lounicd  to  fumgc,  aud  always  clear  the  table  at  my  quarters 
into  my  pockets. 

It  ia  an  auiiuing  scene  when  we  ait  down  by  the  roadside ; 
some  of  the  officers,  who  have  bad  queer  quarters,  bring 
sketches  of  thciu ;  one  the  other  day  had  such  a  ruiuoua 
house  for  his,  that  bis  dog  stood  and  howled  at  it>     At  the 


liin  at  Kromnitz,  I  had  dinner,  supper,  bed  and  breakfast  for 
7  Ko<«l  Krosclion.  about  11  pence  !  Think  of  that,  ye  Jewish 
Khiiiclnndors.  Many  of  them,  moreover,  returned  the  com- 
mon wildk-rs  tlio  five  groschen  the  king  allows  for  their  bil- 
Uittit,  iiud  nnvo  tbom  a  glass  of  acbnaps  besides.  They  are 
1  /! /.■IJ.//.1-,  kiiiil  jieople,  and  meet  jon  witti  \ii6 \aa4\is\ji  out 
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to  ihako  and  saj  ''welcome."    I  like  the  Saxons  much.    Then 

we  marched  to  Wiltenberg,  where  a  Lieut.  J ,  an  old 

friend  of  Franck's,  made  U8  dine  with  him  at  the  military 
Gaaino.  He  spoke  French,  and  I  found  him  very  intelligent, 
and  somewhat  literary;  so  we  got  on  well.  He  asked  me  if 
we  English  had  not  a  prejudice  against  the  Germans,  and  I 
SMured  him  quite  the  reverse. 

He  seemed  pleased,  and  said,  "  To  he  sure  we  are  of  the 
sime  race "  (Saxons).  He  took  me  over  the  town,  fleunous 
8S  one  of  Luthei's  strongholds.  His  statue  conveyed  the 
veiy  impression  I  had  from  a  late  paper  in  the  "  Atheneeum, ' 
a  sturdy  friar,  with  a  large  thick-necked  jowly  head,  sensual 
exceedingly, — a  real  sort  of  bull-dog  to  pin  the  pope's  bull. 
From  thence  we  went  to  Pruhlitz  to  our  quarters,  which  were 
queerish;  Franck  was  put  in  a  room  used  as  the  Village 
chnrch,  and  I  in  the  ball-room ;  we  were  certainly  transposed. 
Our  second  quarters  were  at  Nichel,  near  Truenbreitzeu.  We 
arrived  after  a  march  of  eighi  hours  and  a  half,  think  of  that 
for  me !  and  I  came  in  all  alive  and  kicking.  We  got  it 
over  wide  barren  heaths,  and  plenty  of  deep  sand.  Our  biUet 
was  on  the  Burgomaster,  or  tchuUze,  and  his  civic  robe  was 
a  sheepskin  with  the  wool  inward,  the  usual  wintry  dress  in 
thoaa  bleak  parts.  The  lady  mayoross  a  stout,  plump,  short- 
hoed  muUerkin,  with  a  vait  number  of  petticoats  to  make 
amends  for  shortness.  I  told  my  host  I  was  an  English 
burgomaster,  so  we  kept  up  a  great  respect  and  fellowship 
for  each  other.  Tou  would  have  laughed  to  see  Bonkowski 
hugging  and  kissing  the  Frau — ^it  is  reckoned  an  hoiiour— 
and  the  husbands  stand  and  look  on ;  we  shook  hands  all 
round,  and  then  dined;  I  was  not  Uk>  curious  about  the 
cookery,  and  ate  heartily.  Every  time  I  came  to  the  window, 
a  whole  group  in  sheepskins,  like  baa-lambs  on  their  hind 
kga^  pointed  me  out  to  each  other,  and  took,  a  gcKA  fXAX%\  v^ 
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I  suppose  Englanden  are  rarities.  At  leaving,  the  Biifgo* 
master  inquired  very  anxiously  about  me,  and  being  as  he 
thought  in  the  way  to  get  information,  he  said  he  had  heard 
of  Flanders,  and  wanted  to  know  if  it  was  money  Vkejhnm  I 

There  was  a  Worship  for  you  I 

•  •  *  • 

We  had  but  two  beds ;  one  for  me,  and  one  for  Bonkowski, 
and  Franck  was  on  the  straw. 

Thence  we  went  to  Schlunkendorf  (what  a  name !)  near 
Belitz :  quartered  at  a  miller^s,  very  clean  and  wholeeome, 
but  only  two  beds,  so  Franck  was  littered  down  again.  I 
wanted  the  host  to  give  him  com  instead  of  straw,  by  mis- 
take,  and  then  come  and  thrash  them  both  out  together.  I 
forgot  to  say  the  little  captain  called  on  me  at  Pruhlits  to 
see  how  I  was,  and  took  tea  with  us.  Last  night  I  called  on 
Bonkowski,  who  was  opposite  to  us;  I  found  him  flirting 
with  the  Frau.  I  told  her  I  had  come  50,000  miles,  was 
married  at  14,  and  had  17  children;  and  as  I  was  in  yellow 
boots,  and  Mrs.  D.*s  present  of  a  robe,  and  really  looked  Uke  a 
grand  Turk,  she  believed  me  like  Gospel.  We  made  a  Welch 
rabbit  for  supper,  and  then  played  loo  till  bed-time  for 
pfennings;  I  had  a  young  officer  for  our  third  instead  of 
Bonkowski.  This  morning  I  rode  over  fix>m  Schlunkendorf 
to  BeUtz,  Heilman  taking  back  the  mare,  where  I  found  your 
welcome  letter,  and  started  by  diHgence  to  Potsdam  where 
I  am,  having  just  eaten  a  capital  dinner — chiefly  a  plate  of 
good  English-like  roasted  mutton — and  a  whole  bottle  of 
genuine  English  porter.  I  am  to  brush  up  here  to  see  them 
parade  before  the  king  to-morrow  morning. 

Then  a  day's  rest  here,  and  then  to  Berlin.     After  the 

parade,  a  party  of  us  are  going  to  Sans  Souci  and  so  forth, 

sight-seeing.     Franck  hopes  to  introduce  me  to  the  Radsi- 

wj'Ih  at  Berlin,    I  have  no  pain,  and  teuXVy  "voiAw  Ww  I 
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MOUBft,  But  I  had  made  up  my  heart  and  mind  to  it,  and 
that  is  everything;  it  keeps  me,  I  think,  from  fidling  off 
my  horse,  I  am  so  determined  to  stick  to  him,  and  keep  my 
wita  always  about  me :  in  fact,  I  quite  enjoy  it,  and  only 
wish  I  could  return  so,  'tis  so  much  better  than  being  jammed 
up  in  a  diligence,  and,  says  you,  ^  less  dangerous ! " 

Pray  tell  my  dear,  good  Fanny,  that  at  Schlunkendorf 
there  was  a  tame  robin  that  killed  all  the  flies  in  the  room, 
hopped  on  the  table,  and  the  edges  of  our  plates,  for  some 
dinner.  I  am  delighted  with  her  keeping  her  promise 
to  me. 

My  project  is  to  go  with  the  10th  Company  to  Custrin, 
and  then  home  by  Frankfort  on  the  Oder,  Breslau,  Dresden, 
Frankfort-on-the-Maine,  Mayence,  Coblenz,  where  God  send 
I  may  find  you  all  well. 

The  country  round  Berlin,  the  Mark  of  Brandenberg,  is 
bitter  bad,  deep  sand  almost  a  desert.  I  don't  wonder  the 
Great  Frederick  wanted  something  better.  Some  parts  of 
our  marches,  through  the  forests,  with  the  bugles  ringing, 
were  quite  romantic,  and  the  costume  of  the  villagers,  when 
they  turned  out  to  see  us  pass,  really  picturesque.  I  have 
now  made  five  marches,  and  am  not  fatigued  to  speak  of  I 
am  sworn  comrade  with  most  of  the  officers ;  one  rough- 
looking  old  captain  told  me,  when  he  got  to  Berlin  he  should 
have  his  Polish  cook,  and  then  he  should  ask  me  to  dinner, 
promising  me  an  ''  ovtrgay  *'  evening,  which  I  shall  take  care 
to  get  out  of.  By-the-by,  when  we  were  at  the  bui^master's, 
I  saw  said  captain,  striding  up  and  down  in  a  great  fume 
before  the  house ;  it  turned  out  he  was  to  sleep  in  the  same 
room  with  a  man,  his  wife  and  ztvtn  children  !  which  he  de- 
clined Finally,  I  believe,  he  was  put  in  the  school-room  in 
an  extempore  bed  We  are  often  short  of  knives,  spoons, 
and  torka;  but  the  poor  creatures  do  tVieVc  V^es^*  ^oA  ^<^KSt« 
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fully,  so  that  it  quite  reliahes  the  viotualiL  I  shake  their 
hands  heartily,  when  we  part  Tdsterday  I  had  a  nice  des- 
sert of  grapes,  sent  over  to  me  bj  Bonkowski,  and  they  are 
scarce  in  these  regions. 

Carlovicz  one  night  got  no  quarters  at  all :  it  ii  quite  a 
lottery.  You  should  have  seen  Wildegana  riding  on  a 
haggage  waggon  between  suttlers  I  Tell  Tom  that  Frauck 
comes  to  pat  my  horse,  and  she  spits  all  over  him  sometimei^ 
for  she  has  rare  yeasty  jaws;  and  yesterday  I  had  the  pru- 
dence to  take  myself  to  leeward  after  spangling  the  captain's 
cloak  all  over !  She  eats  rarely^  and  will  sell  well,  I  dare 
say ;  but  I  shall  be  sorry  to  part  with  her.  When  I  find 
myself  on  horseback,  riding  through  a  long  wood  with  the 
regiment,  it  seems  almost  like  a  dream ;  your  mother  will 
no  more  believe  it  than  your  upset  You  have  aubjeots 
enough  now  for  the  Elliots  with  a  vengeance,  and  so  shall  I 
have  1  I  wish  I  could  wish  the  Dilkea  may  be  comfortably 
in  Coblenz  by  my  return.  As  they  are  not  wanted,  they 
would  see  the  vintage ;  God  bless  them  any  way,  and  say 
everything  kind  for  me.  I  really  think  they  might  stay 
longer  in  Coblenz,  quiet  and  cheap  enough,  and  recover 
thoroughly,  against  their  winter  campaign  of  company.  I 
long  to  see  them  again  ere  they  cross  the  sea. 

I  have  rambled  on  to  amuse  you,  and  left  little  room  to 
say  all  I  could  wish  to  yourself;  but  you  will  find  in  your 
own  heart  the  echo  of  all  I  have  to  say  (rather  an  Irish  one^ 

but  a  truth  teller). 

*  •  •  • 

I  seem  to  have  scarcely  had  an  inconvenience,  certainly 

not  a  hardship,  and  it  will  ever  be  a  pleasant  thing  for  me 

to  remember.     I  like  little  troubles;  I  do  not  covet  too 

fiowery  a   path.       By-the-by,   I  have    some  dried  flowen 

for  my  jSower-loving  Fanny,  gathered  %it  odd  out-oC-the* 
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waj  pilaee&    I  wOl  show  her  where  on  the  map  when  I 

retnriL 

It  was  singular  m  the  sheepskin  country,  whilst  the  men 

were  all  so  warmly  pelissed,  to  see  the  women  in  the  short 

petUooats,  their  legs  looking  so  cold.   I  suspect  I  pass  for 

▼erj  hardy,  if  not  foolhardy,  I  slight  the  cold  so ;  but  it  seems 

to  me  a  German  characteristic,  that  they  can  bear  being  sugar- 

baken^  but  can  hardly  endure  what  I  call  a  bracing  air. 
«  •  •  • 

Bless  jou,  bless  you,  again  and  again,  my  dear  one,  my 
only  one,  my  one  as  good  as  a  thousand,  to 

Your  old  Unitarian  in  love, 

T.  II. 

P.S.  If  Desdemona  loved  Othello  "  for  the  dangers  he  had 
passed,**  how  shall  I  love  you  f  With  my  utmost  diligence^ 
or  rather  so  much  more  than  my  heart  can  hold,  that  it 
must  get  a  hei  wageni  And  with  that  earnest  ioke,  good 
bye. 

Berlin,  October  29^ 

Mt  dearest  Loyb, 

Here  I  am  safe — but  my  march  is  over !  The 
Prince  Radziwill  has  invited  Franck  to  stay  two  or  three 
weeks  here,  so  he  of  course  stays.  As  he  was  the  pretext 
for  my  journey,  I  cannot  well  go  without  him;  but  had 
planned  to  return  by  Dresden  and  Leipsic.  To-day,  how- 
ever, it  snows ;  and  for  fear  of  bad  roads,  &c.,  I  think  I  shall 
oome  direct.  Moreover,  owing  to  the  hurry,  I  have  none  of 
mj  papers  or  lists  with  me,  so  that  I  find  it  difficult  to  do 
anything  with  the  "  Comic.*'  Tou  may  look  for  me,  there- 
ton^  in  a  fortDight  hrom  the  date  of  this.    1  \iOi^  l\v^  \^V&»^ 
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will  uot  be  gone.  I  shall  not  write  again.  I  am  very  well, 
and  busy  going  about.  I  saw  the  Cadet  school  here  yester- 
day morning.  I  swig  away  at  good  London  porter.  Don't 
you  envy  me  ? 

Last  night  I  was  at  the  opera — "Undine**— the  whole 
royal  family  present;  it  was  very  well  done,  and  I  really 
longed  for  Tibbie,*  it  was  so  full  of  fairy  work.  Nearly  the 
whole  of  the  19th  were  there,  and  Wildegans  says  he  regrets 
not  to  have  heard  the  domments  of  the  men.  I  have  been 
with  him  to  the  exhibition  of  pictiires  this  morning.  Then 
we  took  leave,  and  it  made  me  quite  down  to  say  Good-bye 
to  so  many,  and  probably  for  ever.  He  desired  me  to  say 
everything  that  is  kind  to  you,  Fanny,  and  Tom.  I  was 
introduced  to  the  Colonel  last  night,  at  the  opera.  We  have 
a  great  joke  amongst  us :  half  the  officers,  having  a  day  or 
two's  leave,  stay  here  behind  the  regiment;  they  lunch 
with  me  sometimes,  and  we  call  it  "  eating  the  horsa'*  I 
suppose  I  shall  get  rid  both  of  him  and  his  price  before  I 
leave. 

I  have  met  with  no  disagreeables  here,  which  will  please 
you,  and  shall  reserve  all  stories  for  our  tSte-h-teUs.  In  a 
fortnight  you  may  expect  me. 

Tell  my  dear  Fanny  I  was  very  much  pleased  with  her 
letter,  and  so  was  her  friend  Franck.  I  gave  her  love  to 
Wildegans  and  Carlovica.  I  parted  with  Wildegans  yester-r 
day,  about  two  o'clock.  I  reckon  I  shall  never  see  him 
again.  He  desired  everything  kind  to  be  said  to  you,  and 
said  he  should  never  forget  us,  and  spoke  of  the  children, 
**  kleine  Tom  and  Fannie  la  petite,** 

God  bless  you  all  three,  dear  ones ! 

*  A  pet  name  for  hiB  daughteCi 
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BiRLiH,  November  2nd,  1836. 

Mt  own  deabbst  and  best  Love, 

I  do  not  know  whether  this  will  reach  you  on  your 
birthday,  bat  I  hope  so. 

I  have  been  very  busy  sight-seeing,  and  very  gay.  The 
day  before  yesterday  Franck  brought  me  an  invitation  from 
Prinoe  William  Radziwill,  the  head  of  the  family^  to  dine 
with  him  at  three  o'clock.  I  was  run  for  time,  haying  to 
get  dress-boots,  &c. ;  and  to  crown  all,  a  coach  ordered  at 
half-past  two  did  not  arrive  till  three,  nor  could  I  make  them 
understand  to  get  another.  Thank  heaven,  the  dear  Prin- 
cesses were  long  in  dressing,  for  it  would  have  been  awful  to 
have  kept  them  waiting. 

They  say  no  man  is  a  prophet  in  his  own  country,  and 
here  literature  certainly  came  in  for  its  honours.  The 
Prince  introduced  me  himself  to  every  one  of  his  family, 
who  all  tried  to  talk  to  me,  most  of  them  speaking  £nglish 
very  welL  Some  spoke  French,  so  I  got  on  very  well,  save 
a  little  deafness.  The  Prince  placed  me  himself  next  to  him 
at  dinner,  on  his  right  hand,  and  talked  with  me  continually 
during  dinner,  telling  me  stories  and  anecdotes,  &c.,  and  I 
tried  to  get  out  of  his  debt  by  some  of  mine.  There  were 
present  Prince  William,  Prince  Boguslaw  Radziwill,  Prince 
Adam  Czartoriski,  Prince  Edmund  Clary,  Count  Wildenbruch 
(whom  I  had  met  before),  Count  Lubienski,  Councillor  Mi- 
chalski,  Hofrath  Eupsach,  Captain  Crawford,  RN.,  Princess 
Claiy,  Princess  Felicia  Cliiry,  Princess  Euphemia  Cliiry,  Prin- 
cess Boguslaw  Radziwill,  Princess  Wanda  Czartoriski,  aud 
Miss  von  Lange,  lady-in-waiting.  So  I  was  in  august  com- 
pany. (Franck  was  obliged  to  dine  at  the  Duke  of  Cuml)er- 
hnd'B,)    I  was  quite  deJi'ghted  with  tbe  N«Yio\^  IwoSi'^  \  ^Jbs^ 
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are  all  excellent.  I  stayed  till  sevezL  We  were  Teij  merry 
after  dinner.  Franck  came  in,  and  the  Princes  kept  idling' 
me  sporting  anecdotes  about  themselves  and  him.  Fnncm 
William  proposed  to  call  on  me  and  see  my  sketches,  but  I 
told  him  I  had  none,  and  then  begged  his  acceptance  of  mj 
books,  which  I  am  to  send.  The  Princesses  asked  me  to 
send  them  this  year's  ''  Comia"  Both  the  Prince  Baddwills 
shook  hands  with  me  at  parting.  They  (the  Princes)  have 
since  spoken  of  visiting  me,  but  Franck  declined  it,  on  the 
plea  of  my  being  so  far  off ;  for  the  place  was  so  full,  not  a 
bed  was  to  be  had  when  I  arrived  at  that  end,  and  I  am  in 
quite  a  third-rate  hotel,  at  the  opposite  quarter. 

I  have  more  particulars  to  tell  you  when  we  meet,  but  I 
knew  you  would  be  pleased  to  hear  of  this.  The  Duke  of 
Cumberland  asked  Franck  who  "that  gentleman  was  who 
marched  with  his  regiment,"  and  was  surprised  to  hear  it 
was  me  ;  he  had  been  told  it  was  an  officer.  Prince  George 
spoke  in  such  very  handsome  terms  of  me  that  I  left  my 
card  for  him.  As  he  regretted  not  having  had  the  last 
"  Comic,"  Franck  presented  one  of  his.  It  was  a  sad  pity, 
but  the  Prince  is  quite  blind ;  a  fine  young  man,  and  veiy 
amiable.  I  do  not  know  whether  I  shall  see  any  of  the 
Princes  again  before  I  go,  but  I  expect  I  must  call  to  take 
leave.     They  had  even  read  "  Tylney  Hall ! " 

Since  writing  the  above,  I  have  been  unwell,  and  could 
not  meet  Franck  as  I  promised  at  the  Exhibition.  I  think 
principally  it  arose  firom  a  sudden  change  in  the  weath^, 
from  really  severe  frost  to  rain.  Only  yesterday  we  were 
walking  in  the  fish-market,  where  the  huge  tubs  of  jack, 
carp,  &c.y  were  almost  frossen  hard,  but  to-day  the  streets  are 
covered  with  genuine  Zonc^on-like  mud.  I  have  seen  Franck, 
however^  at  the  cafS  where  I  dine,  and  he  told  me  Prince 
William  called  on  me  yesterday,  and  ^©  oWi'et 'Wlxl'ow^  \«>. 
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dij,  abo  Coant  Wildenbrach.  This  is  really  most  flattering 
attaitiofL  I  tent  to-day  to  one  of  the  Princes  a  written 
aeooant  of  Franek's  tumble  into  the  Lahn,  which  I  expect 
wiU  make  them  laugh,  as  I  had  highly  embellished  it 
Franck  is  gone  again  to-night  to  the  Duke  of  Cumberland's. 
We  only  meet  by  snatches.  He  and  a  young  lieutenant, 
Yon  Heugle,  are  all  I  see  now  of  the  19th.  The  latter  and 
I  are  yery  good  friends — ^he  is  quite  young,  and  having  leave 
as  long  as  Franck's,  and  more  leisure,  we  go  about  together 
a  good  deal  Tou  should  hear  the  lamentations  of  Franck 
and  myself  that  you  are  not  here, — it  is  really  amusing. 

Yesterday  I  was  in  the  Mus^e,  and  saw  some  wonderful 
pictures :  the  "  Titian's  Daughter/*  for  instance.  I  should 
like  to  be  one  of  the  attendants  for  a  month.  There  were 
some  curious  antique  pieces  I  will  describe  when  we  meet. 
Altogether  I  have  had  a  most  happy  time  of  it,  and  in  health 
and  every  respect  have  reason  to  be  highly  gratified.  I  am 
now  all  right — a  little  good  port  wine,  which  all  the  officers 
here  recommended  me  to  take  to-night,  has  cured  me,  and 
here  I  am  writing  to  you  with  the  spirits  of  a  lark,  in  the 
liope  that  after  a  couple  or  three  days,  every  hour  will  bring 
me  nearer  to  all  that  is  dearest  to  me  on  earth. 

The  following  letter  was  written  after  my  fetther  s  return 
from  Berlin  to  his  friend  Lieut,  de  Franck,  who  was  then  with 
his  regiment  at  Bromberg.  My  father  missed  him  sadly  on 
many  accounts,  and  indeed  I  think,  after  he  left,  Ck)blenz 
became  very  dreary  and  tedious  to  him.  They  were  fellow 
disciples  of  Izaak  Walton  in  the  ^*  gentle  art  of  angling,"  and 
after  bis  friend's  departure,  my  fiEither  found  his  pleasant 
fishing  rambles  hod  lost  their  greatest  charm.  They  had 
spent  so  many  happy  days  with  rod  and  lixiQ  ^t  \£3ua<^;3iL^ 
MDd  bjr  the  aide  of  the  Mozelle,  Jcc.,  t\\al  Wit  o\^  \i'^>\w\3k 


in 
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seemed  very  lonely  and  deserted  after  Lieut  de  Frandk  left. 
The  frequent  address  of  **  Tim  says  he  *'  between  them,  arose 
from  the  following  dialogue  which  my  father  had  picked  up 
somewhere.*  The  characters  were  supposed  to  be  a  thought- 
less Irishman  in  difficulties,  and  his  more  prudent  serrant^ 
and  the  conversation  ran  thus :— * 

"  Tim ! "  says  he. 

"  Sir ! "  says  he. 

"  Fetch  me  my  hat,"  says  he^ 

"  That  I  may  go,"  says  he, 

"  To  Timahoe,"  says  he, 

"  And  go  to  the  fair,"  says  he, 

"  And  see  all  that's  there  ! "  says  he. 

"  First  pay  what  you  owe  ! "  says  he. 

"  And  then  you  may  go,'*  sajrs  he, 

"  To  Tiraahoe,"  says  he, 

"  And  go  to  the  fair,"  says  he, 

"  And  see  all  that's  there ! "  says  he. 

"  Now  by  this,  and  by  that,*'  says  he,  " — ^Tim,  hang  up 
my  hat ! "  says  he. 

This  so  tickled  their  fancies  that  '*  Tim  says  he  "  was  a  far 
more  frequent  preface  and  salutation  than  their  own  proper 
names.  The  origin  of  the  nickname  ''  Johnny,"  I  have  not 
been  able  to  trace. 


762,  Altih  GmABBN,  GoBLBVz,  Dec  2nd,  1838. 
Tim,  says  he, 

It  was  odd  enough  I  should  have  my  accident  too, 
as  if  to  persuade  me  that  German  eilwagens  are  the  most 
dangerous  vehicles  in  the  world — ^but  about  four  o'clock  on 
the  third  morning  after  ''  a  great  leap  in  the  dark,"  the  coach 
turned  short  round,  and  brought  up  against  the  rails  at  the 
•  Vid9  "Six  Jonah  Burnngton't  Memoiit." 
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roadnde ;  luckily  they  were  strong  or  we  ahould  have  gone 
over  a  predpioe.  There  we  were  on  the  top  of  a  bleak  hill, 
the  p(4e  having  broken  ehcH^  off,  till  we  were  fetched  by  hei 
wtiffenif  to  the  next  station,  where  a  new  pole  was  made ;  but 
it  delayed  us  six  hours.  Here  I  got  the  first  of  my  cold,  for 
the  weather  and  wind  were  keen ;  the  night  journey  from 
Frankfort  to  Mayenoe  in  an  open  coup6  confirmed  it  I 
eould  not  help  foiling  asleep  in  it  from  cold.  So  I  came 
home  looking  well,  and  as  ruddy  as  bacon ;  and  the  very 
next  day  turned  whUs  with  a  dreadful  cough,  which  ended 
in  spitting  blood ;  but  I  sent  for  the  doctor,  was  bled,  and 
it  was  stopped ;  but  I  am  still  weak.  To  make  things  better 
I  had  not  sent  enough  for  the  ''  Comic,"  and  was  obliged  to. 
set  to  work  again,  willy-nilly,  well  or  illy.  I  have  not  been 
out  of  doors  yet  since  I  came  home,  but  shall  in  a  day  or 
twa  The  Rhine  and  Moselle  are  very  high — the  Castor 
Street  is  flooded — the  weather  being  very  mild — but  I  guess 
cold  is  coming,  for  I  saw  a  fellow  bring  into  the  town  to-day 
a  very  large  wolf  on  his  shoulders.  He  was  as  fat  as  a  pig. 
I  fSffond  all  well  at  home.  Tom  stared  his  eyes  out  at  me, 
almoet,  and  for  two  days  would  scarcely  quit  my  lap.  He 
talks  and  sings  like  a  parrot  I  should  have  liked  to  see 
your  Grand  Hunt  (a  Battue),  but  for  sport  I  would  rather 
take  my  dog  and  gun  and  pick  up  what  I  could  find.  The 
night  i^xxaession  must  have  looked  welL  Poor  Dilke  went 
away  very  unwell,  but  the  last  account  of  him  was  better. 
I  did  not  get  home  soon  enough  to  see  him.  I  am  going  to 
give  him  a  long  account  of  my  march.  I  think  the  hone 
sold  very  well,  but  cannot  fancy  what  you  will  do  with  the 
saddle,  unless  you  put  it  on  a  clothes-horse  when  you  want 
to  ride.  Don't  forget  in  your  next  to  let  me  know  the  fate 
of  the  cheese.  I  guess  it  got  "  high  and  mity  "  enough  to 
deserve  a  title.     Oh !  J  do  miss  the  porter  at  BeiVvvvX  %?<KKVr 

VOL.   X.  -^^ 
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macher's  is  to  let  again,  and  the  beer  we  get  is  **  tx-cnMlef^ 
I  hope  next  winter  to  taste  it  in  London,  but  oan  form  no 
plans  till  mj  health  dears  up  more.  I  must  beg  jou  in 
your  next  to  give  me  the  list  of  the  officers.  I  was  to  haye 
had  it  before  we  parted,  as  I  beg^n  my  German  book  with 
the  march.     How  do  you  find  your  quarters  f    Are  there 

any  Miss  A s  at  Bromberg  f    By  the  bye,  I  undertook  a 

letter  from  Lieutenant  B to  deliver  here,  and  sent  it  by 

Katchen,  who  says  the  mother  came  in  and  made  a  bit  of  a 
row.  But  I  cannot  well  understand  what  she  said  in  German. 
Perhaps  there  has  been  a  oat  let  out  of  the  bag,  the  young 
lady  having  left  the  letter  lying  on  tha  table  in  view  of  the 
mamma. 

How  is  Wildegans  f  and  do  you  ever  see  him  and  Oarlo- 
vicz  ?  My  kind  regards  to  both,  and  most  friendly  remem- 
brances to  all  you  see,  not  forgetting  my  captain.  How  you 
will  delight  in  settling  down  to  your  drill  duties  and  parades 
after  so  much  gaiety !  I  quite  envy  you  :  a  few  raw  recruits 
would  be  quite  a  treat !  Tou  do  not  tell  me  whether  you 
had  any  trolling  with  Prince  Boguslaff :  all  our  old  fishing- 
stands  by  the  Mosel  are  under  water.  I  hope  to  get  you 
out  a  "  Comic "  early  in  the  spring,  and  the  books  for 
Berlin ;  but  I  shall  not  know  how  to  get  anything  over 
before,  as  I  guess  land-carriage  cometh  veiy  dear,  and  they 
must  come  vid  Ostend  till  the  Rhine-boats  run  again. 
Perhaps  my  painter  will  come  out  early,  as  Jane  has  told 
you  I  am  to  be  "  done  in  oil."  I  have  now  no  news — ^how 
should  I  havel  for  I  have  at  least  been  room-ridden.  I 
shall  take  to  my  rod  again  as  soon  as  the  season  begins ; 
but  I  shall  miss  you,  Johnny,  and  your  "  wenting  in,"  *     I 

*  Mr.  Franck  had  so  forgotten  his  Engliah  ai  to  make  little  nustakee  at 
timea,  and  once  said  he  "  wonted  in  "  aomewhere.  Of  course  thia  gare  mj 
father  an  opportunity  for  inwewUmg  endleaa  tnn.— T.  U. 
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most  promise  you  a  better  letter  next  time.    This  is  onlj 

Dear  Johmiy, 

Yours  ever  truly, 

JOHNNT. 

Fanny  and  Tom  send  their  little  loves. 

GoBLXHz,  December  15th,  1830. 

Mt  dbar  Wbioht, 

I  shall  soon  begin  on  my  German  book  with  ''  wigger.*' 
I  have  material  prepared.  Minor  adventures  on  the  march 
I  have  not  given,  as  you  will  see  them  there.  I  pique 
myself  on  the  punctuality  of  my  brief  military  career.  I 
was  never  too  late,  and  always  had  my  baggage  packed  by 
my  own  hands  ready  for  the  waggon.  It  was  almost  always 
dark  at  setting  out,  and  I  had  to  lead  my  horse  till  I  could 
see.  After  half  an  hour,  or  an  hour,  we  took  generally  a 
quarter's  rest,  for  a  sort  of  after-breakfast ;  then  made  for 
the  general  rendessvous,  where  we  piled  arms,  and  all  fell  to 
work  on  our  victuals, — a  strange  picnic,  each  bringing  what 
he  could ;  and  we  made  reports,  and  some  showed  sketches 
of  their  last  night's  quarters.  On  the  whole,  I  was  very 
fortunate.  Some  were  regularly  hovelled,  in  pigeon-houses 
or  anywhere.  It  was  a  lottery.  On  the  march  I  rode  by 
turns  at  the  head  or  the  tail  of  the  companies,  talking  with 
such  of  the  officers  as  could  speak  French.  They  were,  one 
and  all,  very  friendly,  and  glad  of  my  company.  I  almost 
wondered  at  myself,  to  find  that  I  could  manage  my  horse 
so  well,  for  we  had  queer  ground  sometimes,  when  we  took 
shortcuts. 

I  assure  you  sometimes  I  have  almost  aaked  nv^^li  \.\v^ 
qaestian,  whether  I  was  I,  scorning  to  bo  BO  taviv^V  o\\\,  q^ 
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my  ordinary  life, — for  example,  on  horseback,  following,  or 
rather  belonging  to,  a  company  of  soldiers ;  the  bugle  ring^ 
ing  through  a  vast  pine  wood  to  keep  us  together,  or  the 
men  perhaps  singing  Polish  songs  in  choms^  for  this  is  a 
Polish  regiment  chiefly. 

About  a  year  ago  I  had  a  military  cloak,  at  the  contractor's 
price,  from  Berlin,  but  without  any  idea  of  a  march.  Thanks 
to  it,  and  my  horse  having  been  a  captain's  of  engineers,  with 
its  saddle-cloth,  &c.,  I  cheated  the  king  of  all  the  road- 
money,  for  they  let  me  pass  all  the  toll-houses  as  an  officer. 
I  was  taken  alternately  for  the  diaplain  and  doctor  of  the 
regiment.  It  did  me  a  world  of  good,  but  the  finish  marred 
all  again.  I  was  disappointed  at  not  going  to  the  end  with 
them,  but  as  De  Franok  stays,  I  could  not  well  proceed; 
and  I  have  since  heard  he  has  been  stopped  three  weeks 
more,  to  go  on  a  grand  hunting  party  into  Austria.  I  am 
going  to  set  to  work  to  learn  German  during  this  winter,  as 
I  know  I  shall  be  able  to  turn  it  to  account  I  am  reading 
the  papers,  but  they  are  not  worth  reading. 

I  shall  be  very  happy  to  see  Mr.  L and  show  him  all  the 

countenance  I  can  in  Coblenz  as  a  portrait  painter,  by  letting 
him  take  my  own,  but,  for  my  part,  I  never  got  any  good 
of  my  face  yet,  except  that  it  once  got  mo  credit  for  eighteen 
pence  at  a  shop,  when  I  had  gone  out  without  my  purse. 
If  he  has  not  yet  seen  the  Rhine,  he  will  find  the  ''  £&oe  of 
nature"  very  well  worth  his  attentions,  and  I  shall  have 
much  pleasure  in  offering  him  such  hospitality  as  we  have 
here, — for  it  is  not  quite  English  in  its  fare,  this  good  town. 
But  a  change  is  sometimes  agreeable.  I  had  a  change  of  it 
on  the  march,  and  I  cooked  our  supper  of  Welsh-rabbits 
one  night,  but  though  it  was  good  Stilton  cheese,  no  less, 
tLe  two  German  officers  we  invited  express,  wouldn't  eat  it. 
ft  ran  a  near  chance  of  being  thrown  awwy,  becauw  ii  ucui 
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tuminff  Hue,  I  must  tell  you  of  a  good  joke.  I  sent  Do 
Franck's  servant  with  my  passport  to  a  country  Burgomaster 
to  be  vis^, — he  brought  it  back  with  a  message  that  ''I 
could  not  be  'frizzS,*  without  coming  in  person  ! "  Encore. 
They  use  little  fire  bottles  very  much  here, — one  morning 
at  four  o'clock  we  were  an  immense  time  getting  a  light, 
the  bugle  had  sounded  long  ago, — at  last  we  found  him  with 
ft  bundle  of  about  fifty  phosphoric  matches,  trying  them  all 
by  turns  in  our  little  phial  of  Cayenne,  very  much  bothered 
that  they  would  not  catch  fire.  And  now,  dear  Wright, 
adieu^  with  kind  regards, 

Yours  ever  truly, 

Thos.  Hood. 

752,  Altsn  Grabsh,  Coblknz,  2Gth  Dec.,  1836. 
Mt   dear  DiLKEy 

I  intended  to  write  to  you  long  ago,  but,  as  usual, 
I  have  been  laid  up  in  ordinary,  a  phrase  you  must  get  some 
Navy  Pay  Officers  to  translate,  it  ought  to  be  Lo  Fever. 
Mj  marching,  in  hct,  ended  like  Le  Fdvre's,  in  a  sick 
bed  —  my  regiment  came  to  a  regimen !  Oh,  Dilke 
what  humbugs  of  travellers  you  and  I  be  now,  that  we 
cannot  compass  a  few  hundred  miles,  but  the  leech  must  be 
called  in  at  the  end!  I  came  home,  looking  ruddy  as  a 
ploughboy,  and,  excepting  some  signs  of  my  old  local  weak- 
ness, better  apparently  than  since  I  have  been  here ;  but 
almost  the  next  day  after  my  retui-n,  I  tunied  white,  with  a 
most  unaccountable  depression,  which  ended  in  a  fit  of 

spitting  blood  as  before.     Dr.  S was  immediately  sent 

for — I  was  bled,  and  there  was  no  return. 

Now  I  cannot  believe  that  such  a  poor  crow  as  I  can  have 
too  much  blood.  I  suspect  this  time  it  was  a  touch  on  the 
lung%  which  were  never  touched  before,  Wmg  \xidA^\  tcc^ 
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strongest  point.  I  attribute  it  to  our  unlucky  aooident  of 
the  coach — at  four  o'clock  of  a  cold,  windy  morning.  How- 
ever, I  am  nearly  right  again,  but  weak  and  low — ^rather : 
your  kind  letter  has  just  arrived  with  its  good  news,  quite 
equal  to  three  cheers,  one  for  Dilke,  one  for  the  •*  Comic,** 
and  one  for  myself.  I  was  afraid  the  first  would  be  worse 
for  his  homeward  journey.  I  must  and  will  think  you  set 
off  too  soon,  and  as  a  prophet  after  the  &ct,  you  had  plenty 
of  mild  fine  weather  before  you,  for  it  only  snowed  here  for 
the  first  time  yesterday,  Christmas  Day !  I  am  heartily 
glad  to  hear  of  so  much  decided  improvement,  but  it  will  be 
a  weak  point  always  and  require  great  care ; — even  at  the 
expense  of  having  a  fell  of  hair  like  a  German. 

If  he  cannot  get  it  cut  at  home,  he  deserves  to  have  his 
head  shaved  for  that  last   expedition.     What  would   Dr. 

S say,  only  I  can't  tell  him.     I  hope  you,  Mrs.  Dilke, 

preached  a  good  sermon  on  it,  and  you  will  do  well  to  read 
him  daily  a  morning  lesson  out  of  the  Bible,  showing  how 
Samson  lost  all  his  strength  by  going  and  having  his  hair 
cut  What  an  epitaph  must  I  have  written,  if  he  had  died 
through  that  little  outbreak  of  personal  vanity  : — 

**  Here  lies  Dilke,  the  victim  to  a  whim, 
Who  went  to  have  his  hair  cut,  but  the  air  cut  him." 

I  certainly  do  not  agree  any  more  than  Dr.  Johnson  as  to 
his  being  a  (7y«^ercian;  from  the  great  tenderness,  the  evil 
did  not  seem  to  me  to  be  so  deeply  seated  as  Dr.  B.  sup- 
posed, but  nearer  the  surface ;  I  have  now  great  hope  of 
him — barring  barbers — and  especially  that  leaving  Somerset 
House ;  the  change  will  perhaps  add  to  his  years^  and  let 
him  live  a  double  number,  provided  always  he  don't  come  up 
the  Rhine  again.  I  am  always  happy  to  see  friends — ^but 
jvallj- 1  do  wish  you  had  not  come,  foT  uow  wq  have  nothing 
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■0  agreeable  to  look  forward  to,  and  not  much  at  present  to 
look  back  upon !  I  wonder  if  the  visit  will  ever  be  returned 
^-flhall  I  ever  go  doum  the  Rhine  and  drop  in  at  Lower 
GroBvenor  Place  1 

I  live  in  hope  of  the  first  part  at  least ;  I  try  to  fill  up 
my  own  cavities  instead  of  the  sexton's  by  every  care  I  can 
take ;  for  instance,  I  am  sailing  on  Temperance  principles. 
I  drank  your  health,  and  the  compliments  of  the  season  to 
you  yesterday,  in  a  glass  of  Jane's  ginger  wine ;  and  at 
night,  being  Christmas,  indulged  in  a  glass  of — lemonade  ! 
As  for  you,  Maria,  having  lost  your  sides,  you  must  expect 
to  be  always  middling,  but  no  more  spasms  !  So  huzza  for 
us  all — ^who  knows  but  ouif  united  ages  may  become  worthy 
of  a  newspaper  paragraph,  some  forty  years  hence  1 

I  am  glad  you  relish  the  "  Comic "  so  well :  indeed  I 
always  try  that  it  shall  not  fall  off,  whatever  its  sale  may 
do — that  the  fault  may  be  the  public's,  not  the  private's. 
But  it  seems  doomed  never  to  be  early — thanks  to  that 
slug-a-bed,  Katohen,  and  her  Cerman  phlegm,  it  was  some 
three  weeks  after  it  should  have  been  out. 

In  the  meantime,  I  will  give  you  some  particulars  of  my 
excursion.  You  have  heard  how  well  I  got  through  my  first 
day's  ride — it  was  a  fine  morning,  and  we  crossed  part  of 
that  flat  which  surrounds  Leipzig — what  an  immense  flat  it 
18 !  An  ocean  of  sand  literally  stretching  beyond  the  reach 
of  the  eye.  It  seems  to  have  been  intended  for  the  grand 
armies  of  Europe  to  decide  their  differences  on.  That  is  to 
say,  if  Nature  or  Providence  ever  intended  to  form  con- 
yenient  plains  for  wholesale  butcheries,  of  which  I  have  some 
doubt 

However,  it  is  classic  ground  to  the  soldier,  as  several 
great  battles  have  taken  place  in  the  neighbourhood.  The 
next  mcnung,  I  packed  up  and  Btarte&  a\i  (ova,  wA  ^&Kt 
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rather  a  longer  spell  got  to  Brenha,  where  I  finuid  ray 
quarters  at  a  sort  of  oountiy  inn  and  butcher^s  shop  rolled 
into  one.     I  only  breakfasted  at  Brenha— spending  the  rest 

of  my  time  at  a  chateau  of  Baron  B 's,  with  De  Franok 

and  the  Captain — the  old  Major-domo,  the  image  of  a 
Scotchman,  doing  the  honours.  He  sent  down  to  invite  me, 
and  thenceforward  I  boarded  at  the  chateau,  and  onlj  slept 
and  breakfasted  at  the  inn.  I  had  the  prettiest  girl  in  the 
place  for  mj  waitress — and  told  her  I  was  a  prisoner  of 
state  on  parole  with  the  regiment,  which  interested  her  in 
mj  favour,  I  suppose  :  anyhow  it  brought  up  the  mother — 
dram  bottle  in  hand — who  sat  herself  down,  <lte-d-<^  at 
the  table,  and  seemed  determined  to  hear  all  the  rights  of 
it  :  but  I  grew  very  strong  in  English,  and  her  curiositj  could 
get  nothing  out  of  me.  At  the  chiteau  we  lived  like  fighting- 
cocks,  and  drank  a  very  good  wine,  made  on  the  estate^  as 
good  as  much  of  the  Rhenish. 

We  had  a  sort  of  under-steward  for  our  host,  and  for  our 
waiting-maid  an  ugly,  grisly  female,  with  the  addition  of  an 
outlandish  head-dress,  and  a  huge  firill — stiff,  and  fatUned 
behind  to  her  cap,  so  that  she  was  in  a  sort  of  pilloiy.  The 
pretty  girl  at  the  inn  did  not  get  half  so  much  of  mj  atten- 
tion. The  fare — ^poultry,  jack,  carp,  beetroot,  neat*s  tongue. 
I  saw  in  the  farm-yard  some  very  fair  pigs— one  with  a  stiff 
neck — his  head  regularly  fixed  on  one  side ;  some  excellent 
Polish  fowls  ;  and  in  a  long  stable  a  range  of  fine-ish  oows^ 
with  a  long  solid  bench  before  them,  where  each  had  a  cir- 
cular hollow  scooped  for  it  like  a  bason.  I  have  seen  tables 
for  human  beasts,  in  Berkshire,  with  the  dishes  and  platters 
scooped  out  in  like  fashion — ^not  a  bad  plan  for  sea-fiuring 
furniture — not  over  cleanly,  perhaps,  but  fast  and  not  break* 
able.     There  was  also  a  garden  and  a  fish-pond  in  it. 

The  next  day  being  a  rest,  we  spent  at  the  same  i^aoe,  and 
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WO  vtnt  trolling;  the  steward  giving  ub  leaye,  in  a  mill-streaniy 
vbere  we  only  caught  one  little  jack  before  dinner,  who  hod 
tried  to  swallow  the  bait,  a  oarp  as  broad  as  himself.  We 
fanmgfat  both  into  the  house,  as  they  were,  by  the  way  of  a 
cariosity,  but  leaving  tackle  and  all  in  the  passage,  during 
dinner,  we  hooked  the  fietvourite  cat  to  boot,  who  had  taken 
the  bait  too.  Our  bad  sport  in  the  morning  procured  us 
leave  for  the  afternoon,  in  the  garden  pond,  a  sort  of  preserve, 
where  we  immediately  hooked  a  good  large  jack.  As  soon 
as  the  line  went  off  under  the  weeds,  I  pulled  out  my  watch 
to  give  the  fish  eight  or  ten  minutes  to  pouch  the  bait,  while 
De  Franck  stood  still  as  a  statue  with  the  rod ;  the  captain 
up  at  his  window  wondering  what  solemn  operation  was 
going  on.  At  last  we  got  him,  a  good  jack ;  then  a  second, 
a  third,  and  a  fourth,  the  face  of  the  steward  lengthening  at 
each  catch  in  the  most  laughable  manner.  He  evidently 
thought  we  should  "  distress  the  water,"  as  it  is  technically 
termed.  Jack  are  much  esteemed,  you  must  know,  in  Inland 
Germany,  and  the  old  man  was  quite  glad  when  we  packed 
up  our  tackle.  He  was  comforted  at  last  to  find,  three  were 
so  little  hurt,  that  they  might  be  thrown  in  again.  But  he 
told  us  half  in  joke,  half  in  earnest,  when  we  came  again  he 
■hould  set  a  watch  over  all  his  ponds. 

Three  years  since  there  were  four  thousand  trees  blown 
down  on  the  estate  by  a  storm,  they  stopped  all  the  roads 
in  the  neighbourhood,  which  took  fourteen  days  in  clearing ; 
and  some  of  the  trees  are  not  yet  removed. 

They  must  have  had  some  such  treats  in  Germany  else- 
where, I  guess,  during  the  late  hurricanes.  At  the  inn  I 
had  one  dinner,  one  supper,  bed  twice,  and  two  breakfasts, 
for  ten  groschen,  or  one  shilling.  But  these  bye-places  are 
poor,  and  a  little  money  goes  a  great  way.  Here  I  not  only 
fbnnd  Bpmp  for  the  first  time  in  Germany,  b\x\.  «k  i}\aj^  \xv>X!A 
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boion  expressly  for  holding  it    The  Saxons  seemed  generally 
good  sort  of  people.     Our  next  maroh  took  ns  across  the 

Elbe  to  Wittenberg.     A  Lieutenant  J ,  an  old  cronj  of 

De  Franck's,  met  us  on  the  bridge,  and  insisted  on  our 
dining  with  him,  so  we  got  leaye,  dined  at  the  Casino,  and 

J showed  me  the  lions  of  the  place. 

As  to  Luther^s  statue,  I  could  not  help  thinking  of  Friar 
John,  in  Rabelais,  as  a  brother  of  the  same  order.  Thinks  I 
to  myself,  so  I  am  to  thank  that  fellow  up  there  for  being  a 
Protestant !  I  bad  remarked  at  Wittenberg  the  peculiar  tall 
glasses,  a  full  foot  high,  with  a  glass  coyer  (no  stems),  and 
afterwards  at  Berlin  I  saw  Luther's  drinking-cup,  or  vessel, 

made  after  the  same  jolly  fashion.     J showed  me  his 

residence,  now  a  College,  where  he  said  a  good  deal  of  mysti- 
cism prevails.     J drove  with  us,  in  a  hired  carriage,  to 

our  quarters,  about  an  houi^s  ride  through  deep  sand  to 
Pruhlitz,  a  very  tiny  village.  We  passed,  by  the  way,  a  well 
miraculously  discovered  by  Luther  when  he  was  dry,  by  a 
scratch  of  his  staff  in  the  sand — he  looked  more  like  the 
tapper  of  ale  barrels.  In  our  quarters  I  had  for  a  wonder,  a 
four-poit  bed  with  the  old  feather  beds  below  and  above,  and 
as  the  bed  was  made  at  an  angle  of  thirty  five  degrees,  I 
slept  little  more  than  I  should  have  done  on  a  ''  Russian 
mountain,"  always  sliding  down  and  getting  up  again.  Here- 
abouts this  slant  was  quite  the  foshion.  Partridges  are  so 
plentiful  about  Leipsic  and  Wittenberg,  as  to  be  three 
groschen  the  brace.  Next  morning  we  got  to  the  Mark  of 
Brandenburg. 

When  we  arrived  here,  the  whole  population  had  turned 

out  to  see  us,  as  military  do  not  often  appear  in  such  part& 

The  females  look  very  picturesque — for  the  single  wear  black 

head-dresses,  the  married  red  ones,  quite  a  game  of  rouge  et 

n^ir.     I  don't  think  Cook  could  Ikave  \>eeu  moT^  \rcmdered 
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mt  faj  the  SandwicherSy  than  I  was  bj  the  Nichelltes.  A 
party  waited  in  front  of  the  house,  and  pointed  me  out 
whenever  I  came  to  the  window,  and  stared  with  only  the 
glass  between  us,  as  heartily  as  if  they  had  really  been  sheep 
and  not  merely  skins.  The  Captain  of  the  11th  Company 
(mine  was  the  10th)  called  politely  to  see  how  I  was  lodged. 
*  *  *  I  was  much  amused  in  the  evening  to  see  the 
gannt  hogs  trotting  home  of  their  own  accord,  from  I  know 
not  where— -each  going  into  his  own  quarters  as  regularly  as 
we  did — and  the  geese  the  same,  though  some  next  door 
bouses  were  infinitely  to  appearance  more  selectable  than 
their  neighbours. 

I  saw  a  goose  wait  for  a  long  while  at  a  house,  where  no 
door  happened  to  be  open,  till  at  last  she  was  admitted.  I 
wiU  give  you  a  recipe  for  our  dinner.  First  make  some 
rice-milk  rather  watery,  and  strew  in  a  few  raisins.  Then 
out  a  fowl  in  pieces,  six  perhaps,  and  make  a  broth  with  it. 
Pour  the  first  dish  and  the  second  together,  and  the  mess  is 
made.  We  had  two  beds  for  three ;  so  De  Franck  slept  on 
the  straw.  Next  morning  we  got  to  Belitz ;  fix)m  here  we 
rode  across  to  Schlunkendorf,  quartered  with  De  Franck  and 
another  at  a  miller's.  Miller's  by  the  way,  are  the  best 
quarters  everywhere,  though  we  got  but  two  beds,  and  so 
De  Franck  was  littered  down.  I  went  out  after  dinner,  and 
could  see  nothing  but  a  sandy  waste  with  a  windmill.  In 
my  yellow  boots,  and  figured  robe  (Mrs.  D.*s  present),  I  was 
not  at  all  out  of  costume,  for  such  an  Arabian-like  scene. 
Next  day  being  a  rest,  I  took  advantage  of  it  to  push  on  to 
Potsdam  to  see  all  I  could.  Here  ended  my  actual  marching 
with  the  regiment.  For  the  next  morning  the  king  came  to 
Potsdam  to  review  it.  He  was  much  pleased;  but  as  an 
instance  of  his  love  for  mihtary  minutise,  and  correct  ear, 
when  thejr  were  giving  him  cheers,  the  hwiaaa  «xid  tha  drums 
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did  not  time  exactly  together,  and  he  exdaimed  ^  What 
beating  is  that  1 " 

Everything  about  Potsdam  smacks  of  the  Great  HtUe 
Frederic,  but  nothing  is  more  striking  than  the  superabund- 
ance of  statues.  They  iwarmt — ^there  is  a  whole  garrison 
turned  into  marble  or  stone,  good,  bad,  and  indifferent. 
They  are  as  numerous  in  the  garden  as  the  promenaders ; 
there  is  a  Neptune  group,  for  example,  without  even  the 
apology  of  a  pond.  The  same  at  Sans  Souci — in  fact^  eyery- 
where.  The  effect,  to  my  taste,  is  execrable,  or  ridiculous. 
Solitude  and  stillness  seem  the  proper  attributes  of  a  statue. 
We  have  no  notion  of  marbles  mobbing.  I  saw,  of  course, 
all  the  apai*tments  and  relics  of  Frederic.  The  chairs  torn 
by  his  dogs,  his  writing-table,  ko.  The  Watteaus  on  the 
walls,  containing  the  recurring  heUe  Barberini,  pleased  me 
much  ;  he  seems  to  give  a  nature  to  courtliness,  and  a  court- 
liness to  nature,  that  make  palace-gardens  more  like  fairy- 
land, and  their  inhabitants  more  like  Loves  and  Graces  than 
I  fear  they  be  in  reality.  I  was  much  interested  by  a  portnut 
of  Napoleon  when  consid  (said  to  be  very  like),  over  a  door 
in  the  palace.  It  had  a  look  of  melancholy  as  well  as 
thought,  with  an  expression  that  seemed  to  draw  the  heart 
towards  him.  There  must  have  been  something  likeable 
about  him,  to  judge  by  the  attachment  and  devotion  of 
some  of  his  adherents ;  but  I  could  not  help  believing 
before  the  picture,  that  when  younger,  he  had  been  of  a 
kinder  and  more  benevolent  disposition  than  is  generally 
suj)posed. 

One  of  the  other  curiosities  was  the  present  king's  bed — a 

mere  crib.     I  visited  the  Peacock  Island,  of  which  I  thought 

little ;  and  two  of  the  countiy-seats,  the  Crown  Prince's  and 

Prince  Charles's.     The  first  in  the  style  of  an  Itahan  villa, 

nith  frescoes,  in  the  medallions  of  wV^cYi  w^  mlroduced 
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portraits  of  personal  friends,  &c. ;  but  the  German  phy- 
siognomy does  not  match  well  with  the  Italianesque.  The 
public  are  admitted  into  the  gardens — even  when  the  Prince 
is  enjoying  himself  in  them  with  his  parties  :  this  is  very, 
almost  ultra-liberal ;  but  it  seems  to  me  a  German  taste  to 
enjoy  nothing  without  this  publicity.  At  Prince  Charles's 
(he  is  attached  to  the  sea,  and  wished  to  be  a  sailor)  I  saw 
some  annuals  on  his  table,  and  an  English  caricature  ;  also 
English  prints  and  pictures  hung  in  the  rooms.  He  is  partial 
to  us,  and  I  entered  my  name  in  a  book  he  keeps  to  know  of 
his  visitors.  I  saw  some  fine  pictures  in  the  gallery — Titians; 
a  most  miraculous  living  hand  of  flesh  and  blood,  as  it  seemed 
to  me  to  be,  in  one  of  them. 

I  entertained  some  of  the  officers  here  to  luncheon ;  they 
dined  by  invitation  with  the  Guards,  who  gave  them  a 
dinner,  first  for  the  king,  and  secondly  for  themselves^ 
I  saw  here  the  Russian  colony,  living  in  cottages  d  la 
Suisse.  I  saw,  of  course,  the  famous  mill  that  beat  Frederic 
in  a  battle,  like  Don  Quixote ;  and  I  sat  down  at  Frederic's 
table  where  he  worked,  with  a  statue  of  Justice  in  sight 
through  a  window  at  the  opposite  end  of  the  room — ''a 
oonoeit !  a  miserable  conceit !''— that  he  might  always  keep 
justice  in  view.  An  acted  pun  !  As  his  favourite  dogs  wore 
all  buried  with  a  tombstone  apiece,  very  near  Justice's  feet, 
there  ought  to  have  been  some  meaning  there,  too ;  but  I 
could  not  find  or  invent  it,  unless  that  Justice  had  more  to 
do  with  dead  dogs  than  with  living  one& 

The  garrison  church,  externally,  looks  like  an  arsenal,  'tii 
so  be-stuck  with  helmets,  flags,  and  military  trophies,  carved 
in  stone ;  but  in  the  interior  it  is  worth  one's  while  to  go 
into  a  dark  narrow  tomb,  just  under  the  organ,  only  to 
reflect  on  the  strange  chances  of  finding  Frederic  and  hia 
/kiher  so  near,  and  yet  so  peaceable,  aa  l\io^  Vvft  lEA^Vj  ^^^ 
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— not  ''lovely  and  pleasant  iu  their  liyes,  but  in  their  deaths 

not  divided." 

*  *  •  •  • 

And  now,  my  dear  D.,  with  kind  regards  to  Mrs.  Dilke, 

BelieTe  me  ever 

Your  faithful  friend, 

Thomas  Hood. 

On  returning  from  Berlin,  my  feither  settled  down  to  com- 
plete, as  far  as  possible,  the  matter  and  drawings  for  his 
German  book.  In  one  of  my  mother's  letters  to  England, 
she  says,  "  Tou  will  be  glad  to  hear  Hood  intends  seriously 
to  study  German  during  the  winter,  and  I  don*t  mean  to  let 
his  purpose  cool.  He  talks  of  seeing  more  of  Germany  in 
the  spring."  (Here  my  fietther  seems  to  have  been  at  his  old 
tricks  again  of  embellishing  my  mother's  letters,  for  there 
follows  in  his  own  handwriting.)  "  At  present  Germany  has 
seen  him.  As  at  Berlin  there  was  London  porter,  reasonable 
Cheshire  cheese,  to  say  nothing  of  caviare,  smoked  goose 
breasts,  and  other  relishes,  he  says  he  regularly  'filled  his 
cavities.*  After  the  disoipline  his  stomach  underwent  in 
such  villages  as  Schlunkendorf  and  Nichel  it  is  so  much 
improved  in  its  tone,  that  I  have  very  little  of  my  old 
trouble,  and  it  was  a  trouble,  in  suiting  it  He  swears  that 
he  eats  *  wiirst '  even  with  a  relish.  I  wish  he  had  marched 
a  year  ago,  and  almost  regret  with  Mr.  Dilke  that  he 
is  not  in  the  army.  I  mean  to  make  him  a  present  of  a 
walking-stick  on  New- Year's  day,  and  to  make  him  trot 
out  on  errands.** 

The  German  book  "Up  the  Rhine,"  progressed  favour- 

ablj',  the  "  Comic  Annual "  coming  out  as  usual.     I  can  just 

recollect  the  actual  finish  of  the  latter,    "tt^  i«X.Vi^T  ^^«.t[« 
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wrote  moat  hy  night,  when  all  was  quiet  and  the  bustle  of 
the  day  and  the  noise  of  lu  children  stilled  in  sleep.  This 
year  I  recollect  being  waked  by  heariag  my  &ther  and 
mother  in  the  next  room,  packing  the  little  box  of  drawings 
and  MSS.  to  send  off  by  steamer  to  England.  When  they 
Ibnnd  I  waa  awake  my  mother  came  in  and  rolled  me  up  in 
a  huge  ahawl,  installing  me  in  an  arm-chair;  we  then  finished 
np  with  a  merry  supper,  though  it  must  have  been  nearer 
morning  than  night,  my  &ther,  relieved  from  the  anxiety 
and  worry  of  his  work,  brightening  up  through  all  his  fktigue, 
and  joking  and  laughing  quite  cheerfully.  Bach  following 
year  did  these  finishing  suppers  take  place,  to  oelebtate  th« 
OMupletion  of  the  "Comic  Annued." 


G.inf^ 
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CHAPTER  V. 


1887. 


At  Coblenz— Letten  to  Mr.  Weight,  Lieat.  d«  Fraaek,  tnd  Dr.  XUioi^ 
Leaves  Coblenx— SetUfle  at  Oitend— Letten  to  Mr.  Wri^t^  I>r.  BUiot» 
and  Mr.  Dilke. 

In  the  beginning  of  1837  my  flEtther  finally  made  up  his 
mind  to  leaye  Coblenz.  Among  other  reasonB,  the  difficulty 
of  sending  backwards  and  forwards  was  really  serious.  **  A 
month  to  come,  and  a  month  to  go/*  as  he  writes  to 
Mr.  Wright,  ''makes  a  serious  difference  in  time  to  me, 
and  throws  out  all  my  plana**  In  these  days  of  easy  railway 
locomotion,  when  there  is  even  a  line  almost  oyer  those 
primitive  wilds  he  travelled  through  on  his  march,  this  time 
seems  fabulous.  It  is  carious  to  think  how  all  these  increased 
facilities  for  travelling  must  have  civilised  those  remote 
pl£U)es, — such  as  Schlunkendorf  and  Niohel,— and  trans- 
formed, I  will  not  say  improved,  the  Schults  and  his  fellow- 
villagers  of  the  sheepskin  robes  into  very  ordinary  German 
peasants,  with  fewer  outlandish  characteristics^  and  with 
possibly  less  honesty. 

752,  Altkh  GrjlBIV,  Coalkvz,  18<^  Januarjf,  1837. 
My  dear  Wright, 

I  have  no  doubt  but  the  Count  you  are  doing  some 
cuts  for,  is  the  same  that  Prince  Radziwill  mentioned  to  me, 
as  engaged  on  a  work  on  modem  Grerman  art  The  Prince 
alluded  to  the  excellence  of  our  woodcutting,*  You  would 
do  well  to  send  the  Count  some  of  your  best  specimens;  I 


fr 


*  Tliosc  who  remember  the  rudeness  of  the  Conuc  cuts,  or  eren  thoee  of 
I'P  the  Rhine,  "  wUl  smile  at  thia.— T.  H, 
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•ome  wretched  German  woodcuts  in  the  Berlin  ex- 
hibition. I  Uiink  the  name  I  recollect  was  something  like 
RaoiTnakL  I  should  not  be  surprised  if  seeing  the  Comic 
had  suggested  you  to  him  as  good  wood-engrayers.  The 
Germans  cannot  cut;  and  if  they  could  make  fine  cuts, 
couldn't  fmt  them.  And  yet  Albert  Diirer,  a  German,  was 
the  founder  of  the  art  I  am  hard  at  work  at  my  German 
booL  Tou  will  soon  have  a  box.  Some  of  the  subjects  are 
laiger  than  usual,  and  must  be  printed  the  long  way  of 
the  page. 

I  have  no  time  to  write  more,  except  to  present  all  good 
wishes  and  seasonable  compliments  to  yourself  and  Mrs.  W. 
Pray  remember  me  kindly  to  all  friends,  not  forgetting  poor 
Ned  Smith.  Did  I  name  a  book  for  Harvey  ?  But  I  trust 
to  you,  who  know  my  wishes,  to  rectify  all  casual  mistakes 
and  omissiona. 

I  am,  my  dear  Wright, 

Yours  ever  truly, 

Thomas  Hood. 

I  shall  write  a  chapter  on  German  Draughts  (of  Air),  and 
their  inyention  of  cold-traps.  I  have  a  stiff  neck,  that  goes 
all  down  my  back,  and  then  comes  up  the  other  side,  thanks 
to  their  well-staircases  and  drying-lofts  in  the  attics. 

752,  Altih  Grabkx,  Coblekz,  April  2Zrdf  1837. 

Mt  dear  Johnnt, 

Aren't  you  glad  to  hear  now  that  Fve  only  been  ill 
and  spitting  blood  three  times  since  I  left  you,  instead  of 
being  very  dead  indeed,  as  you  must  haye  thought  from  my 
Teiy  long  silence.  I  began  a  letter,  indeed,  a  long  while 
ago;  but^  on  he&ring  of  the  setting  off  ot  lYv^  >oqXj\ ^^wciXi^\ 

VOL,  X  \^ 
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for  its  arrival,  and  a  predous  wait  it  wa&  Onlj  a  month 
and  three  days,  and  my  box  was  still  longer  in  goii^  to 
London.  Hurrah  for  Qerman  oommeroe !  It  must  thriye 
famously  with  such  a  quiok  transit !  One  might  almost  as 
well  be  in  America. 

I  had  a  sharp  brush  with  the  Customs'  offioen  after  all,  for 
they  wanted  to  unpack  it  at  the  office,  which  I  would  not 
stand.  I  think  I  scared  Deubel,  I  was  in  such  a  rage ;  but 
I  gained  my  point.  Tou  know  last  year  they  offered  to  send 
an  officer  to  the  house,  and  even  declined  to  see  it  at  all ;  so 
I  told  them.  There  was  a  full  declaration  of  every  artide, 
and  I  was  charged  for  ** plumbing*^  by  which  I  understand 
the  putting  of  leaden  seals  on,  but  there  was  no  trace  of  any- 
thing of  the  kind.  To  make  it  worse  I  have  since  ascertained 
that  the  scoundrels  had  already  opened  it  at  Emmerich. 
This  has  been  such  a  sickener  to  me  that  I  have  made  up  my 
mind  to  leave  this  place,  with  no  very  pleasant  recollections 
of  its  courtesy  towards  strangers. 

However,  I  shall  have  my  revenge :  the  materials  of  my 
l)ook  are  in  London,  and  so  let  the  Rhinelanders  look  out  for 
squalls.  I  hope  you  will  like  the  tackle;  it  all  came  safe; 
and  Wright  assures  me  it  is  the  very  best  made,  and  at  the 
wholesale  price.  I  send  the  Prince's  and  Wildenbruch's  at 
the  same  time.  The  bad  weather  for  fishing  hitherto  will 
make  the  delay  of  less  consequence.  Did  you  ever  know 
such  hot  and  cold,  such  snow  and  rain  7  It  has  been  killing 
work  ;  we  were  all  well  *'  gripped ; "  and  a  nasty  insidious 
disease  it  is,  leaving  always  its  marks  behind  it.  I  have  got 
all  my  books  (save  one,  which  is  out  of  print)  for  the  Prince, 
in  the  newest  fashion  of  binding. 

Tim,  says  he,  I  laughed  heartily  at  your  description  of  the 

fishing  at  Bromberg,  for  you  seemed  in  a  whimsical  dilemma 

enough;  &nd  so,  after  wishing  with  all  ^oui  heart,  soul,  and 
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strength  to  be  within  reach  of  salmon,  you  were  frightened  at 
them  when  you  had  them  at  hand ! 

I  should  be  rather  nervous  for  my  tackle  myself.     It 

would  have  been  no  use  writing  to  R ,  who  knows  no 

more  about  it  than  I  do ;  nor  haye  I  any  practical  salmon- 
fisher  of  my  acquaintance — they  are  chiefly  Scotch  and  Irish, 
But  I  am  pretty  certain  of  this  point,  that  there  is  nothing 
peculiar  in  it  from  other  fly-fishing,  but  that  all  use  stronger 
tackle,  larger  bright  flies,  big  as  butterflies,  and  that  you 
must  play  with  the  fish  a  wonderful  deal  more, — say  half  or 
three-quarters  of  an  hour, — to  wear  them  out.  There  is  a 
&mous  winch  and  line  coming  with  this.  If  I  were  you, 
I  would  get  up  some  sort  of  a  German  rod  extempore,  put 
this  winch  on  it,  and  make  the  experiment  before  risking 
your  good  rod.  For  myself,  Johnny,  I  must  give  up  all 
hope  of  ever  wetting  a  line  at  Bromberg  ;  not  only  are  my 
marching  days  over,  but  I  fear  I  shall  never  be  able  to  travel 
again.  I  am  now  sure  that  this  climate,  so  warm  in  summer 
and  so  cold  in  winter,  does  not  suit  my  English  blood. 
Inflammatory  disorders  are  the  besetting  sin  of  the  place. 

Witness  poor  Dilke.     And  at  my  last  attack  Dr. told 

me  he  saw  the  same  thing  every  day.  The  man  who  bled 
me,  and  there  are  several  bleeders  here,  told  me  he  had 
attended  eighty  that  month.  Moreover,  I  had  been  not 
merely  moderate,  but  abstemious ;  at  one  time  only  drank 
Jane's  ginger-wine,  and  at  my  last  attack  was  actually  only 
taking  two  glasses  of  this  wine  a  day.  We  even  get  good 
English  porter  now  at  the  Trives  Hotel,  and  I  dare  not 
taueh  it  t 

This  low  diet  does  not  at  all  suit  me.  When  I  was  a  boy 
I  was  so  knocked  about  by  illness,  and  in  particular  by  a 
scarlet  fever  so  violent  that  it  ended  in  a  dropsy^  that  aa 
I  grew  up  I  only  got  over  by  living  ratYi^T  Ti^^,    ^^rkl^^nk 
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as  all  doctors  know,  studious  pursuits  exhaust  the  body 
extremely,  and  require  stimulus  at  times,  so  I  haye  made  up 
my  mind  to  decamp.  My  present  idea  is  per  Cologne  and 
Aix  to  Ostend  or  Antwerp,  when  I  shall  be  able  to  get  oyer 
to  England  in  a  few  hours  at  any  time,  if  necessaiy ;  and 
should  I  get  strength  to  trayel,  I  can  see  something  of 
Belgium  and  France.  I  rather  incline  to  Ostend  on  account 
of  the  sea  air,  which  always  does  me  great  good.  I  shall  regret 
the  children  not  completing  their  German  here;  but  the 
difficulty  of  intercourse  (which  neutraHses  all  my  efforts  to 
be  early  with  my  books)  and  the  cUmate  forbid  it ;  and,  in 
addition,  I  have  quite  a  disgust  to  Cobleni^  or  rather  its 

inhabitants.     I  have  begun  German  myself,  through  L , 

but  that  must  be  at  an  end.  I  find  him  as  a  German  Jew 
better  than  the  Jew  Germans  of  the  place.  I  haye  not  seen 
the  Geneml,  "  cos  why  ?"  I  haye  only  crossed  the  door  three 
times,  perhaps  six,  since  I  came  from  Berlin.  But  I  shall 
call  some  day  before  I  go.  When  my  plan  is  once  arranged 
I  shall  go  at  once.  Towards  the  end  of  this  month,  I 
suppose,  I  shall  trouble  the  chub  again  for  the  last  time. 
I  have  some  famous  large  chub  flies  by  the  box — some  like 
small  cockchafers.  I  am  not  sure  whether  my  chest  will 
stand  the  casting.  It  is  miserable  work,  Tim,  to  be  such 
a  shattered  old  fellow  as  I  am ;  when  you,  who  are  in  years 
my  senior,  are  gallivanting  and  like  a  boy  of  nineteen  !  The 
artist  who  is  coming  out  to  take  my  portrait  will  have  a  nice 
elderly  grizzled  head  to  exhibit  1  What !  that  pale,  thin, 
long  face  the  Comic !  Zounds !  I  must  gammon  him,  and 
get  some  friend  to  sit  for  me.  ApropoSy  I  sent  up  two 
months  ago  a  box  full  of  sketches  of  my  Rhine  book ;  and 

I  had  managed  such  a  portrait  of  D in  a  Rhenish  spare 

bed  !     I  have  drawn,  too,  the  captain  who  gave  me  leave  to 
laal^e  nse  of  his  jolly  red  nose,  Mr.  Schulti,  Mrs,  Schultz 
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and  ally  not  forgetting  the  maid  in  the  pillorj-ruff  at  Bui^- 
Elremniti.  D'ye  know,  Johnny,  I  half  suspect  the  Rhine- 
landers  opened  my  box  going  down,  and  were  not  best 
pleased  at  my  sketches  of  some  of  the  dirty  dandies  here- 
abouts^ which  perhaps  makes  'em  so  unciviL  Should  all 
happen  that  I  haye  wished  to  the  Coblcnzers  in  general,  and 
the  Douane  in  particular,  during  the  last  ten  days,  they  will 
be  far  from  comfoi*table.  Only  imagine  that  I  blessed 
everything  for  them  down  to  their  pipes !  They  have  the 
worst  of  the  French  character  without  the  best  of  the 
German.  I  have  no  news  to  tell  you  about  them :  how 
should  we  pick  up  any,  for  we  are  not  on  speaking  terms 
with  any  one  in  the  place,  save  the  two  teachers  f  Nor  have 
I  been  to  the  Milittory  Casino,  so  that  I  cannot  answer  your 
inquiry  how  the  young  ladies  take  the  loss  of  the  19th. 

I  have  just  asked  L if  there  is  any  local  news.     He 

knows  nothing  except  that  this  last  winter  there  have  been 
mor€  bcdls  and  parties  than  usual,  so  that  the  ladies  have 
not  kept  their  faith  to  the  19th. 

As  to  the  breaking  off  the  vei*l6bbiiig  with  Von  R  we  have 
not  heard  one  word  about  it.  •  How  should  we  1  Perhaps  it 
is  not  true,  but  has  only  beeu  reported  to  quiz  you,  and 
make  you  fancy  you  have  a  chance  again.  But  I  will  drop 
that  subject,  or  I  shall  make  you  as  savage  as  you  were  one 
night  with  me  and  Wildegans,  and  even  with  yourself,  till  I 
expected  you  would  call  yourself  out.  Oh,  Tim,  she  enjoyed 
hitting  you  over  the  heart,  like  the  man  who  had  a  donkey 
with  "  a  bit  of  raw.*' 

She  is  learning  English,  of  course  for  your  sake  says  you — 
but  I  forget !  I  see  you  in  fancy  twisting  your  moustaches 
and  pouting. 

Since  writing  the  foregoing,  Tim,  I  am  a  little  better  \  but 
wma't  I  in  luck,  a/ler  spitting  blood  and  \)«m^\A^^V^  ^siKiS^ 
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the  rheumatism  ia  going  down-stain.  I  ordered  leeches  OB 
my  foot,  and  the  wounds  bled  all  night,  so  I  was  imoommonly 
low,  as  you  may  imagine.  I  suppose  I  shall  get  out  Bome 
day.  This  morning  I  was  going  to  have  a  ride  for  the  first 
time,  but  it  clouded  over,  and  I  gave  it  up.  What  a  precious 
season  we  have  had— eight  months'  winter.  But  now  the  ice 
will  be  broken  up,  and  you  wiU  be  blessing  me  for  not  sending 
your  tackle. 

What  do  you  think,  Tim,  of  a  black  man,  who,  by  dancing 
and  singing  one  little  song  called  ''Jim  Crow,"  has  cleared,  in 
London  and  America,  30,000/.  !  There's  one  string  to  your 
bow  for  you  !  I  never  heard  of  the  history  of  the  bit  of 
Stilton  that  went  on  to  Bromberg.  The  Cheshire  we  send 
makes  Welsh  rabbits  well — don't  forget  to  try  it.  Also  you 
will  find  some  ginger  for  ginger-beer.  I  send  a  box  of 
lozenges  for  "  Ganserich,*'  for  the  cold  drill  mornings.  1 
shall  always  be  glad  that  I  saw  you  as  fieur  on  your  road  as 
I  could ;  but  when  I  look  back  and  think  how  very  little  I 
have  stirred  out  of  the  house  ever  since  I  came  from  Berlin, 
that  march  seems  to  me  a  dream. 

I  do  not  think  that  the  book  about  it  will  come  out  before 
the  next  Comic.  I  have  been  so  delayed,  the  spring  season 
for  publishing  is  over.  Youll  be  sure  to  have  it  I  have 
drawn  you  just  as  you  came  dripping  out  of  the  Lahn,  and  I 
mean  to  try  some  way  or  other  to  commemorate  Wildegans. 
Tom  Junior  does  not  forget  any  of  you.  The  other  day  he 
pointed  to  that  old  fat  major  or  colonel  of  the  29th,  who 
walks  about  with  a  thick  stick,  and  laughed,  and  said : 
"  There  is  Franct" 

He  says  "Franck  brought  Bello — Bello  is  Tom's  dog" — and 

he  always  toasts  ^'  Vildidans  and  Tarlyvitz"  when  he  gets  a  drop 

of  wine.     He  talks  a  strange  jumble  of  English  and  German, 

sadEnglieb  according  to  the  German  Grsminax.    ^'That  is 
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bims,'*  "  There  is  you's  chair,"  "  Will  you  lend  it  for  me," 
ko.^  &o.  Fanny  is  yery  well  again,  and  yery  good  j  Jane  is 
aa  usual ;  she  is  now  drinking  porter,  at  which  I  look  half 
savage.  Only  think,  porter  and  Cheshire  cheese,  and  I 
daren't  take  both  f  I  mustn't  even  sip,  and  I  long  to  8wiff, 
Nothing  but  water.  I  shall  turn  a  fish  soon,  and  haye  the 
pleasure  of  angling  for  myself.  I  am  almost  melancholy,  for 
I  neyer  had  any  serious  fears  about  my  health  before ;  my 
lungs  were  always  good.  But  now  I  think  they  are  touched 
too.  I've  had  a  sort  of  plaister  on  my  chest,  which  will  not 
heal;  but  I  won*t  bother  you  with  my  symptoms.  In  spite 
of  all  this,  I  ordered  this  moi-ning  a  new  fishing-jacket — a 
green  one  :  so  you  see  I  mean  to  show  fight,  and  keep  on  my 
legs  as  long  as  I  can.  But  one  must  reckon  the  fishing 
calendar  a  month  later ;  those  that  used  to  spawn  in  May 
will  do  it  in  June,  I  expect.  Of  course  they  would  not 
come  out  while  there  was  snow.  I  meant  to  have  got  some 
gudgeons  this  month,  which  is  the  prime,  or,  ought  to  be  the 
best,  season — but  this  is  all  gone  by.  I  have  such  difficulty 
in  writing,  I  cannot  send  you  so  long  a  letter  as  I  should 
wish ;  it  is  some  exertion  to  me  at  present  to  think  of  any- 
thing ;  I  am  obliged  to  keep  myself  quiet. 

I  cannot  give  more  particular  messages,  for  the  names  are 
yeiy  difficult  to  spell — but  I  trust  to  you  not  to  omit  my 
compliments  to  every  officer  of  my  acquaintance  in  (mr  regi- 
ment. I  must,  however,  especially  name  my  own  quarter- 
comrades  Von  Bonkowski,  and  Von  Heugel,  of  whose  atten- 
tions I  retain  a  grateful  impression,  often  recurring  in 
memory  to  Hagelstadt,  Burg  Kremnitz,  Nichel,  and  Schlun* 
kendorf.  Pray  give  me  all  the  regimental  news  when  you 
write.  I  shall  not  leave  here  till  June — and,  at  all  eventSi 
you  shall  hear  from  me  before  I  move.  We  have  our 
ladgiDgB  till  Idtb  July,  but  shall  not  %\«j  «ic^  \qxi%  ^  ^Os^3i^i\ 
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and  now,  old  fellow,  God  bleas  you,  and  send  you  all  sorts  of 
luck,  and  happiness,  and  sport,  and  promotion— everythiiig 
you  wish.  May  you  pull  out  salmons,  and  may  salmons  pull 
you  in,  but  without  drowning  you.  I  say,  Tim,  says  he,  if  I 
was  at  Bromberg  wouldn't  we  baye  fun ;  but  that's  oyer. 
So  as  Mahomet  said  to  the  mountain — **  why  if  I  oan't  oome 
to  you,  why  you  must  come  to  me."  Farewell  and  Amen, 
says,  my  dear  Johnny, 

Tours  eyer  truly, 

Thomas  Hood. 

Rather  better  to-night. 

Yoiu:  box  leaves  here  with  this — acknowledge  receipt 
of  all 

752,  Altut  GiABift,  Saturdajf,  29tk  April,  1887. 
My  dear  Franck, 

I  quite  forgot  to  ask  in  my  letter  for  what  I 
wanted.  If  you  can  spare  it  then,  not  otherwise,  please  to 
send  me  the  book  the  old  clergyman  gave  you  on  the  march, 
of  military  songs. 

I  mean  that  where  he  says  his  sweetheart  is  his  belt,  his 
knapsack,  his  firelock,  dbo.,  &c. ;  if  you  have  it  not,  tell  me 
the  name  of  it. 

So  we  are  going;  that's  decided — on  the  Ist  of  June— a 
week  earlier  if  we  can  get  «11  our  arrangements  made.  I 
am  better,  and  feel  quite  pleased  with  the  thought  of 
leaving  Coblenz,  of  which  I  am  heartily  sick — ^for  it  has 
nothing  now  to  make  us  regret  it,  but  the  mere  beauty  of 
the  scenery.  We  shall  go  to  Ostend  for  the  sea,  if  we  do 
not  like  it  to  Bruges,  Ghent,  or  Brussels,  for  as  I  do  not 
expect  to  come  to  the  Continent  agam,  I  mean  to  see  a  little 
of  FJaadera  and  Fiunoe^  should  I  be  EtroTv^  enou^h^  whUe 
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there  ;  and  then  we  are  so  near  we  can  pass  oyer  to  £ngland 
in  a  few  hours  whenever  we  like. 

Dilke  says  he  will  not  swear  he  wofCt  come  over  to  see  us, 
though  he  had  such  bad  luck  in  his  visit  to  us  here.  There 
is  a  gentleman  coming  out  shortly  with  the  Comics,  so  I  will 
Bend  you  one,  and  one  for  Prince  Charles,  if  you  like  to  send 
it.  By  the  time  you  receive  this  I  hope  you  will  have  your 
box  quite  safe.  Don*t  forget  to  toast  some  of  your  cheese, 
it  makes  famous  Welsh  rabbit&  We  sup  on  them  four 
nights  a  week.  I  suppose,  Johnny,  all  my  fishing  will 
''suffer  a  sea  change,'*  and  I  must  adapt  my  tackle  for 
flounders,  soles,  whiting,  cod,  and  mackerel. 

As  to  wittles  and  drink,  Coblens  is  worse  than  ever. 
There  is  no  Bavarian  beer  now,  and  no  Westphalian  hams  ! 
Deubel  pulls  a  very  long  face  at  our  going,  and  no  wonder, 
for  there  are  lists  of  ^*  lodgings  to  let**  as  long  as  your  arm. 
I  never  saw  so  many  before.  I  am  riding  out  every  fine 
day  to  gain  strength,  and  bid  good  bye  to  the  views.  We 
don*t  take  Katchen  with  us,  who  has  been  trying  hard  to 
go,  as  well  as  to  be  made  residuary  legatee  as  to  all  our 
things  here — modest  impudence  ! 

And  now,  old  fellow,  God  bless  you.  I  will  write  again 
with  the  "  Comic  *'  when  it  comes.  The  Dilkes  desire  kind 
remembrance  to  you ;  so  does  Jane,  and  Fanny  ditto,  and 
Tom  ditto  ditto.  Don't  forget  me  to  all  the  19th,  including 
the  staff,  and  believe  me,  from  my  top  joint  to  my  butt, 

My  dear  Tim, 

Yours  very  truly, 

Thomas  Hooa 
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752,  Altiv  Gkabiv,  Coiunm,  AprU  SM,  1887. 
My  dear  Dootob, 

Many  thanks  for  your  kind  letter;  it  positively 
did  me  good.  But  you  seem  seldom  to  put  pen  to  paper 
without  that  effect,  whether  in  letters  or  prescriptions.  I 
wrote  a  yery  brief  notice  of  the  state  of  my  health  to 
Mr.  Wright. 

The  Germans  drink  low  sour  wines,  and  have  a  horror 
here  of  anything  that  heais  them  in  the  way  of  drink,  such 
as  Spanish  wine,  &c  Tet,  in  spite  of  this  care,  they  are 
subject  to  inflanmiatory  attacks  very  commonly.  The  grippe 
here  took  that  character  very  decidedly. 

Fanny  was  obliged  to  haye  leeches  on  her  &ce.  Tom's 
was  highly  inflamed,  and  had  a  great  discharge  from  his 
nose  and  behind  his  ear,  which  were  very  sore.  Mr.  Dilke's 
attack  here  was  attended  with  strong  inflammation.  We 
have  heard  only  yesterday  of  an  English  lady  obliged  to 
have  leeches ;  in  fact,  there  are  standing  advertisements  in 
the  town  papei*s  where  leeches  are  to  be  had  cheap.  I  know 
of  three  barber-surgeons  who  bleed ;  there  may  be  more. 
The  one  who  bled  me  in  February  is  only  just  set  up,  and 
he  told  me  he  had  bled  eighty  that  month ;  one  may  say 
two  hundred  and  fifty,  between  the  three  operators,  with 
safety.  Inflamed  eyes  are  extremely  common  here,  and 
there  is  a  peculiar  inflammation  of  the  whole  face  called  the 
''rose.*'  I  dare  say  the  causes  may  be  found  in  the  very 
great  changes  of  temperature  here,  both  abroad  and  at  home. 
The  sun  is  very  much  warmer  than  in  England,  and  the 
winds  are  much  colder. 

It  is  dangerous  to  pass  from  the  sun  into  the  shade.  Then 
in  the  homea  their  mode  of  building  \&  tViA  "wotil  possible. 
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This  one  is  a  fiedr  sample.  Below,  a  passage  right  through 
the  hou^e,  with  front  door  to  the  street  and  back  door  to 
the  yard,  always  open  till  after  ten  at  night  From  the 
middle  of  this  passage  a  well-staircase  right  up  through 
the  house,  terminating  in  the  garrets,  where  the  high  roofs 
are  full  of  unglazed  windows  or  holes,  for  the  special  purpose 
of  creating  draughts  for  drying  linen.  On  this  stair,  or 
on  open  landings,  all  your  room-doors  open  ;  so  that  you  step 
out  of  a  dose  stove-heated  room  into  a  thorough  draught  of 
the  street  air.  I  tried  it  once  by  thermometer  :  the  room 
was  60%  and  outside  45^  The  winters  are  yery  cold,  and 
doubly  so  in  these  comfortless  buildings.  I  used  to  fancy 
the  Germans  never  cut  their  hair,  by  way  of  defence  against 
cold  in  the  head ;  but  I  saw  two  fight  the  other  day,  and  the 
hair  was  of  the  greatest  feminine  use,  namely,  to  pull  at. 
My  last  attack  of  spitting  blood  came  on  the  moment  after 
going  down  the  stairs  ;  and  the  first  time  I  came  up  them 
again  I  caught  the  rheumatism,  and  had  leeches  on  my 
foot,  which  bled  all  night  So  I  am  somewhat  reduced,  and 
the  diet  here  is  anything  but  nourishing.  Take  for  example 
the  present  bill  of  fare  :  no  fish  ever,  no  poultry  now,  no 
game  of  course,  never  any  pork,  veal  killed  at  a  week  old, 
beef  from  cart-cows,  and  plough-bullocks,  which  when  cold 
is  as  dry  and  almost  as  white  as  a  deal  board.  The  very 
bread  is  bad,  poor  wheat  mixed  with  rye  and  inferior  meala 
The  people  are  poor,  and  the  ground  is  wretchedly  over- 
cropped. It  is  a  beautiful  country  indeed  to  the  eye,  but  I 
shall  not  regret  leaving  it  There  are  no  books  within 
reach,  and  no  society,  which  I  need  not  to  care  about,  for 
the  torpidity  or  apathy  of  mind  in  these  people  is  beyond 
beliefl  Grerman  phlegm  is  no  fable ;  but  you  will  have  a 
book  about  them  next  half-year,  with  plenty  of  sketches. 
The  communication^  too,  with  London  \&  lo  n«i»M\^na  ^sA 
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slow  (it  takes  above  a  month)  as  to  be  a  serious  evil  to  me. 
I  had  resolved  on  a  change  on  this  account  alone^  when  my 
last  illness  clenched  mj  decision.  We  are  going  to  Ostend, 
where  I  shall  be  not  only  within  reach  of  England,  but  hope 
to  bo  benefited  bj  the  sea-air,  which  alwajs  did  me  tlis 
most  marked  good.  I  have  tried  in  vain  to  master  German, 
partly  from  its  difficulty,  and  partly  from  having  only  the 
intervals  between  my  attacks  for  all  I  had  to  write  or  draw. 
But  Fanny  talks  it  fluently,  and  Tom  understands  it  per- 
fectly, as  well  as  English.  Fanny  is  very  well  now ;  and 
Tom  a  fine  hearty  fellow,  tail  of  ftm,  which  his  motley  jargon 
makes  very  comic.  The  **Jcme^^*  too,  wears  very  welL  For 
myself,  I  keep  up  my  spirits  on  my  toast-and-water,  which 
is  all  I  drink,  save  tea  and  coffee,  and  seem  rallying  again. 
I  have  a  sort  of  s^petite,  too,  if  there  were  anything  worth 
eating. 

1  really  cannot  do  as  the  invalids  do  here.  Mrs.  Deubely 
our  landlady,  as  the  first  luxury  on  recovering  from  the 
grippe,  comforted  her  inside  with  a  mess  of  dried  bullaces  in 
sour  wino  !  Head  only  tells  half  the  truth,  for  instance,  of 
the  breeches  maker,  who  ate  a  bowl-fuU  of  plums;  but  he 
doesn't  hint  that  he  swallowed  all  the  stones.  I  hum  that's 
their  way  of  eating  cherries !  I  could  tell  you  some  strange 
stories.  The  mortality  here  has  been  great,  but  of  young 
children  it  is  painfully  so  all  the  year  round.  And  no 
wonder — the  other  day  a  mother  called  in  a  barber-surgeon 
to  save  expense.  The  child  had  a  rash — he^ut  ice  on  the 
head — turned  the  red  spots  blue  and  black,  and  it  died. 

^Yhen  we  are  at  Ostend  you  will  perhaps  be  tempted  to 
come  over,  and  see  us,  and  the  country. 

The  cities  in  Belgium  are  interesting,  and  all  within  easy 
reach.     I  think  I  shall  make  a  strange  sitting  to  an  artist^ 
who  wants  my  portrait  for  next  yeaf  f&  exViM^AaiiX 
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I  look  more  like  the  Rueful  Knight  than  a  ProfeaK>r  of 
the  Comic. 

Praj  tell  Mrs.  Elliot  that  the  man  at  Moselweis,  whither 
we  went  bj  moonlight,  who  had  only  a  bit  of  plum  tart  in 
his  house,  £Edled  subsequently,  as  might  be  expected,  but 
another  has  taken  the  gardens,  and  they  are  as  popular  as 
CTer.  I  hope  it  has  not  given  her  a  taste  for  White  Conduit 
House,  and  the  like.  But  it  was  a  sample  of  our  German 
manners  and  amusements. 

I  have  not  learned  smoking  yet;  but  hate  it  worse  than 
ever,  since  I  see  its  effects  on  the  mind  and  the  person. 
Howeyer,  shotdd  I  leaye  Germany,  I  haye  introduced  angling, 
and  am  the  Izaak  Walton  of  the  Rhine,  Moselle,  and  Lahn. 

I  shall  write  a  less  selfish  egotistical  letter  when  I  get  to 
Ostend,  to  tell  you  how  it  agrees  with  me,  as  well  as  some 
little  anecdotes,  <fea,  I  have  not  now  time  or  space  to  get  in ; 
besides  being  a  little  weary  of  holding  my  pen.  I  flag  at 
times  rather  suddenly,  of  course  from  weakness  Jane  pro- 
mises to  write,  too,  when  settled,  in  answer  to  Mrs.  K's  kind 
letter,  to  whom  she  sends  her  kind  regards  with  mine;  and 
Fanny  begs  to  mingle — not  forgetting  Willy. 

I  am,  my  dear  Doctor, 

Very  trtdy  yours, 

Thos.  Hoop. 

I  was  ordered  lately  a  sort  of  slow  blister  on  the  chest, 
which  would  only  stick  on  by  help  of  strips  of  adhesive 
plaister. 

75%  Altbn  Qrabih,  Coblsvtz,  May  4(A,  1837. 

Mt  dbab  Wright, 

As  regards  '^  Up  the  Rhine,*'  I  am  glad  you  liked 
the  drawings;  jou  are  right  about  themi  Wi«^  ^'^  'nK^f!i^cK% 
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engraving^  and  I  Bbould  like  them  well  done.    Thej  era  not 

like  the  Comio  cuts,  mere  jokee;  but  portraits  and  fiu>- 

similes  of  the  people,  Ac^  and  should  be  oorrectlj  dona    I 

hope  to  make  it  altogether  a  superior  book.     I  shall  haTe 

another  set  of  good  ones  to  send  you;  which  you  may  show 

to  Harvey  if  you  like.     I  have  a  rare  bother  about  the  box 

with  the  Customs.     It  had  been  opened  at  the  fixmtier;  and 

they  wanted  to  open  it  again  here.    But  I  had  them — some 

wet  had  got  in,  and  the  blooks  were  almost  wet^  and  one  of 

the  bindings  was  a  little  stained  by  damp.     I  admire  the 

style  of  the  Prince's  books.     I  did  not  venture  any  more 

than  you  to  open  the  Prince's  things,  they  seemed  so  well 

packed,  but  sent  them  off  as  they  were. 

My  fancies  now  are  rather  piscivorous, — I  am  thinking  of 

skate,  brill,  turbot,  dabs,  and  flounders,  and  even  what  Jane 

once  resented  so,  a  red-spotted  plaice.      I  have  at  times 

quite  longed  for  oysters,  fimcying  they  would  agree  well 

with  me — they  are  considered  so  nourishing.     Dilke  would 

call  me  a  humbug  if  I  say  there's  little  nourishment  on  the 

Khine,  but  so  it  is,  and  it  gets  worse.     Last  year  Bavarian 

beer  was  to  be  had,  none  this;  Westphalian  hams  ditta 

And  yet,  oh  yet  when  I  look  at  the  Rhine,  it  i«  a  lovely 

country,  and  I  love  the  beautiful.     I  shall  see  all  I  can 

before  I  go,  as  I  can  carry  all  the  scenery  vividly  in  my 

mind. 

♦  ♦  •  •  ♦ 

I  am  glad  to  hear  you  liked  my  letters  on  copyright :  I 
have  got  the  "  Athenaeum  *'  with  thewiecond  part     I  think, 

remembering  T ,  I  let  off  the  booksellers  pretty  easily. 

I  was  glad  at  having  such  a  subject  in  the  ''Athenaeum:" 
when  I  get  nearer  I  hope  to  be  in  print  there  more  fre- 
quently; for  here,  things  I  should  like  to  have  my  say  on 
are  gone  hj  before  I  can  come  at  them.     Ostend  will  be 
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next  best  to  being  in  London.  I  have  some  thoughts  of 
beginning  a  new  series  with  next  Comic  if  I  can  hit  on  any 
novelty  to  distinguish  it.  I  have  a  dim  idea  of  one  in  my 
head. 

The  heat  here  is  sudden,  and  would  try  us  all  if  we  stayed 
through  June.  Jane,  who  has  conquered  a  little  German 
lor  household  use,  will  have  to  learn  a  new  jaigon.  They 
talk,  I  believe,  bad  Dutch  and  French,  and  I  expect  English 
alsa  The  cities  are  very  interesting,  and  easy  to  get  to — 
fionous  pictures  to  be  seen;  so,  if  you  contemplate  coming, 
I  will  reserve  my  visits  to  them  for  your  company.  I  have 
lots  of  funny  things  to  tell  you.  When  Dilke  was  here  I 
did  not  get  a  single  gossip  with  him,  he  was  too  ill  to  talk 
or  be  talked  to;  and  when  better  I  was  away  at  Berlin;  so 
I  should  also  stand  some  chance  here  of  dying  of  a  sup- 
pression of  ideas.  Jane  is  hearty  in  health  now:  Fanny 
very  good,  reads  a  good  deal,  and  remembers  it  to  good 
purpose.  As  for  Tom,  he  is  a  fine,  funny,  spirited  fellow, 
with  a  good  temper,  and  very  strong.  Yours  that  I  remem- 
ber must  be  getting  into  big  boys.  My  godson  ain't  much 
the  better  for  his  godfather's  Christian  looking-after,  is  he  ? 
And  mine  are  away  from  their  godparents  among  Roman 
Catholics  and  Jews.  Fanny  makes  crosses  of  wax,  and  Tom 
is  very  fond  of  Passover  cakes.  Our  maid  is  a  Roman 
Catholic,  but  the  easiest  one  I  ever  saw.  She  confesses  only 
once  a  year,  and  very  seldom  goes  to  mass,  from  sheer 
indolence.     She  is  the  most  phlegmatic  being  I  ever  saw. 

"  Should  the  whole  frame  of  Nature  round  her  break. 
She  uneoneemed  would  hear  the  mightj  crack — " 

provided  it  did  not  hurt  herself;  a  fig  for  German  philosophy 
— it*8  all  selfishness. 
Pray  give  our  kindest  regards  to  Mn.  7f t\^\«>  vcA  ^kw% 
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Bome  to  jounel£     I  do  now  live  in  hopes  to  see  yon  befiirt 
long,  and  so  remain, 

My  dear  Wright, 

Yours  ever  truly, 

Thomas  Hood. 

Pray  don't  forget  to  remember  me  to  R  Smith,  and 
recommend  to  him,  in  my  name,  to  hold  his  shoulders 
instead  of  his  sides  when  he  laughs.  Did  I  ever  tell  you 
that  there  is  a  young  man  over  the  way  so  like  you  we  call 
him  "  John  Wright"  N.B.  I  will  try  to  fatten  my  face  up 
for  Mr.  Lewis  against  he  comes! " 

At  this  time  we  finally  quitted  Coblens,  travelling  down 
the  Rhine  by  successive  day's  stages.  The  railroad  was  then 
only  just  commencing,  which  has  since  afforded  such  increased 
facilities  of  speed  and  comfort  It  is  to  Jbe  regretted  that 
so  little  was  known  of  Germany  and  Belgium  in  those  days. 
My  father's  constitution  was  as  unfitted  for  the  miasmatic 
swamps  and  mists  of  Ostend,  as  for  the  alternate  extremes 
of  heat  and  cold  at  Coblens.  But  for  his  exile  to  these 
oountiies — an  exile  which  he  underwent  for  the  fiiults  of 
others — he  might  still  be  delighting  the  world  with  the  later 
fruit  of  a  genius  that  had  barely  attained  its  maturity  at  the 
time  of  his  death. 

89,  Bus  Lovoui,  OsTiirD,  June  2Bth,  1837. 
My  dear  Wright, 

You  will  see  from  the  above  address  that  we  are 
not  only  safe  here,  but  settled,  after  a  prosperous  but  slow 
journey ;  so  that  it  was  luckily  performed,  with  the  advantage 
of  fine  weather  to  boot.  Our  exit  from  Coblenz  was  worth} 
of  the  entrance  :  the  farce  did  not,  hke  many  modem  ones. 
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lUl  off  at  the  end.  We  had  a  famous  row  with  our  landlord. 
He  rushed  up  his  own  stairs,  and  shouted  from  the  top, 
**  Dmnme  Englander  1  *'    And  then  Jane  had  a  scrimmage 

with  him.     R ^i  played  the  Italian  traitor  to  both  sides 

all  the  time.  Finally,  just  on  the  gunwale  of  the  packet^  as 
it  were,  they  gave  us  a  finishing  touch;  for  Jane  called  to 
pay  a  bookseller  on  the  road,  and  he  made  her  pay  for  a 
number  more  than  she  had  had. 

As  for  Katchen,  she  cried  at  the  parting  point — partly,  I 
suppose,  because  we  did  not  take  her  with  us  (for  she  told 
all  her  friends  she  intended  it),  and  partly  because  she  was 
bidding  farewell  to  good  wages  and  to  enauffh  to  eat — a  case^ 
by  her  own  account,  rather  uncommon  with  servants  in 
Coblenz.  We  had  a  fine  trip  down  to  Cologne,  lodged  com- 
fortably, and  took  a  coach  to  Li^,  with  an  old  coachman, 
oddly  enough,  of  the  very  fiamily  we  were  going  to  visit 
Next  night  at  Imperial  Aiz,  and  the  following  onel^  after  a 
long  puU,  and  a  fine,  but  tremendously  hot  day,  at  M.  Nagel- 
macher's  at  Li^.  He  has  a  beautiful  coimtry-seat  an 
bourns  drive  frx)m  the  city;  but  I  was  so  exhausted  with  heat 
and  fatigue  I  could  scarcely  speak,  and  kept  my  room  all 
the  evening,  but  rested  there,  and  enjoyed  the  two  next  days 
extremely. 

There  are  beautiful  grounds,  rhododendrons,  hill,  wood, 
and  all  quite  to  my  taste,  with  a  superb  view.  Moreover, 
one  of  the  most  amiable  and  accomplished  fEunilies  I  ever 
met  with.  The  lady  paints  in  oils  beautifully.  I  really 
took  them  for  good  Dutch  pictures.  A  delightful,  sweet  girl 
about  twelve  made  Fanny  very  happy,  and  Tom  raced  about 
like  a  young  Red  Indian,  till  he  was  half  baked  in  the  sun. 

The  Nagelmachers  all  speak  French  except  Mademoiselle^ 
so  that  Jane  had  to  sit  very  like  the  matron  of  the  Deaf  and 

Dumb  School;  but  she  made  up  for  it  m\k  o\a  tiivcA^Km 
roL,  X.  \^ 
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Moore.  We  parted  sworn  friends  with  the  Nagelmaoheni ; 
ate  and  slept  wretchedly  at  a  dirtj  inn  at  Tirlemont;  and 
the  next  night  reached  Bruaaels^  where  we  rested  the  Sun- 
day, too  tired  to  stir  ont^  exoept  the  children,  who  went  to 
see  St.  Gudule.  Besides,  it  was  wet  weather.  We  started  next 
day  with  a  new  coachman  for  Ghent.  Slept  at  Ghent»  and 
thence  by  trackshuyt  (or  bai^)  through  Bruges  to  this 
place,  where  we  arrived  at  seven  in  the  evening  in  good  style 
rather  as  to  fatigue,  after  such  a  long  pull  with  children, 
luggage,  and  bad  health.  I  ventured  to  drink  a  glass  of 
porter  on  leaving  Brussels^  which  helped  me  up  amasinglj, 
as  for  four  or  five  months  previously  I  had  not  positively 
touched  wine,  beer,  or  spirit,  till  that  hour.  I  then  thought 
I  might  have  held  the  curb  too  tightly,  but  there  was  no 
more  porter  to  be  had  all  the  rest  of  the  way.  Jane,  of 
course,  is  fatigued  veiy  much,  but  no  more  than  waa  to  be 
expected. 

To  do  poor  Fanny  and  Tom  justice,  they  were  modela  for 
grown  travellers,  ate  and  drank  whatever  came  before  them^ 
slept  when  tired,  waked  all  alive,  talked  and  made  friends 
with  everybody — waiters,  maids,  coachmen,  and  all — so  mudi 
so,  that  the  coach  was  loaded  with  lai^  bouquets  of  purple 
and  white  lilac,  and  other  flowers :  got  into  no  scrapes  except 
from  exuberant  fun,  and  came  in  at  the  end  as  fr'esh  as  larks, 
though  almost  roasted  from  sitting  in  the  coach  with  their 
backs  to  the  sun  and  no  blinds. 

Give  my  remembrance  to  all,  and  come  aa  soon,  and  stay 
as  long,  as  you  can,  Jane  bega  to  say  ditto,  as  I  feel  sure  it 
will  do  me  good,  body  and  mind,  to  see  friends 

Tours,  ever  truly, 

Tho&  Hoon. 
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89»  EuB  Lovoviy  Ofim,  8M  /wM^  18S7. 

Mt  dear  WBIQHTy 

We  have  now  been  here  a  week,  and  1  have  exposed 
myself  to  the  sea-breeze  to  judge  of  its  powers;  and,  as  it 
has  had  no  evil  effect  on  my  lungs,  I  begin  to  hope  they  are 
not  very  unsound,  and  that  in  other  respects  for  seanude 
enjoyment  there  cannot  be  a  better  place. 

The  Esplanade  is  yery  fine,  and  the  sands  fkmons  for  onr 
brats,  who  delight  in  them  extremely.  We  munch  shrimps 
morning  and  night,  as  they  are  very  abimdant,  and  quite 
revel  in  the  fish.  I  haye  dined  several  days  on  nothing  else^ 
and  it  is  such  a  comfort  to  think  of  only  that  strip  of  sea 
between  us,  quick  communication  by  packets,  and  posts  four 
times  a  week,  that  I  feel  quite  in  spirits  as  to  my  work,  and 
hopeful  as  to  my  health.  I  am  very  weak,  but  otherwise  as 
well  as  can  be  expected  from  such  repeated  attacks. 

But  I  have  moved  only  just  in  time,  for  I  feel  convinoed 
the  Rhine  was  killing  me,  between  hurry,  worry,  delay, 
tedium,  disgust,  the  climate,  and  the  diet,  and  the  conscious- 
ness, with  all  these  disadvantages,  of  no  very  great  improve- 
ment besides  in  health.  I  write  a  long  letter  by  this  same 
post  to  Dr.  Elliot,  with  further  particulars  that  I  may  have 
the  benefit  of  his  advice,  how  to  live  and  keep  alive. 

I  have  now  the  comfort  of  thinking,  that  whatever  I  may 
do  will  not  be  long  in  reaching  you,  whether  blocks  or  MS. 
It  will  even  be  possible  here  to  see  the  proofe ;  not  that  I 
undervalue  your  kindness  in  that  respect,  but  the  German 
book  would  have* unusual  difficulties  as  to  names,  words,  dwL 
I  shall  see  some  of  the  Germans  here,  as  some  come  for 
bathing ;  and  I  propose,  if  strong  enough,  to  takA  ^tan^^Vsf* 
and-bj^  through  the  old  Flemish  citiea,  w\i\Q\i  sx^  '^n^  ^fs«?C^ 
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Nfoore.  We  jiarted  awom  friends  with  tho  Nkgelmuhara; 
tt«  and  elegit  irrctcliedly  at  a  dirty  iou  at  Tirlcmont;  and 
;be  next  ni^^lit  reached  Bnitteli^  where  we  tested  the  Sun- 
lay,  too  tired  to  etir  out,  except  the  ohildreo,  who  went  to 
lee  St.  Gudule.  Beeidee,  it  was  wet  weather.  We  Btarted  next 
liiy  with  a  new  coachman  for  Ghent,  Slept  at  Ghent,  and 
whence  by  truckshuyt  (or  barge)  through  Bruges  to  this 
;)lace,  where  we  arrived  at  seren  in  the  evening  in  good  style 
mtlier  aa  to  Kitigue,  after  such  a  long  pull  with  children, 
.ugjrage,  and  bad  health,  I  ventured  to  drink  a  glass  of 
jorter  on  leaving  Brussels,  whioh  helped  me  up  amaiingly, 
IS  for  four  or  five  montha  previonaly  I  had  not  positively 
rouelied  wine,  beer,  or  spirit,  till  that  hour.  I  then  thought 
[  mi^ht  have  held  the  curb  too  tightly,  but  there  vaa  no 
nore  imrter  to  be  had  all  the  rest  uf  the  way.  Jane,  of 
»urse,  is  fatigued  very  much,  but  no  mora  than  was  to  be 
jipected. 

To  do  poor  Fanny  and  Tom  justioe,  they  were  models  for 
^wn  traveller^  ate  and  drank  whatever  came  before  them, 
tiept  when  tired,  waked  all  alive,  talked  and  made  frienda 
vith  everybody — waiters,  maids,  coachmen,  and  all — io  moob 
10,  thnt  the  ooacb  waa  loaded  with  large  bouquets  of  poipla 
m'l  wliite  lilac,  and  other  flowers ;  got  into  no  scrapea  exoepfc 
'rom  eiulwmnt  fun,  and  came  in  at  the  end  as  fresh  sa  laika^ 
:hough  almost  roasted  from  aittlug  in  the  coach  « '  '  ' 
lacks  to  the  suu  and  no  blinds. 

Give  my  remembranoe  to  all,  and  come  u  t 
IS  long,  as  yon  oao,  Jane  b^  to  say  ditto,  as  I  f 
rill  do  me  good,  body  and  mind,  to  see 
Youn, 


^tfiicoauia 


^'  r^oius  aoOD. 


""""-^  and  :tlr  *''^"  ^^*-4  ^l*""'" 

">•  llhin  '"°™'^  only  iu«t        ^**^  attack* 

r^'^ieepali^.^'*^ 
*^  «»t  whatever  r 

^"^  «B  soma  A^^^-- 

■hhmL   i^  -   - 
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seeing.    Perhaps  we  may  get  together  to  one  or  two  of  them, 
as  the  communication  is  easy. 

Bring  with  you  such  of  the  German  oats  as  are  engrayed, 
and  arrange  for  as  long  a  stay  as  you  can,  as  it  will  do  me 
good  to  converse  a  little  about  old  times.  The  first  news  we 
had  on  arriyal  here  wte  of  the  King's  death,  a  kind  old 
friend  of  mine.  I  do  not  mourn  for  him  yisibly^  {<x  it  is  too 
hot  for  blacks ;  and  the  English  here,  who  are  all  blacked  at 
top,  or  bottom,  or  in  the  middle,  no  doubt  take  me  for  an 
extreme  T017  or  RadicaL  The  King  and  Queen  of  Belgium 
come  here  in  a  fortnight ;  so  that  I  shall  be  the  neighbour 
of  royalty,  as  they  will  live  in  our  street,  only  three  or  four 
doors  oE  I  am  rather  tired  from  writing  at  length  to  Elliot ; 
and,  moreover,  feeling  you  are  to  com^  soon,  I  do  not  care 
to  pen  what  I  would  rather  say  personaUy.  So,  with  kind 
regards  to  Mrs.  W.,  in  which,  with  love  to  yourself  and  the 
boys,  Jane  and  Fanny  join,  not  forgetting  my  godson  in 
particular. 

I  am>  dear  W., 

Yours  ever  truly, 

Thos.  Hood. 

Tom,*  whom  I  have  told  of  your  hand,  expects  you,  and 
even  anticipates  your  appearance.  Tou  would  laugh  to  see 
him  walk  with  one  ann  trussed  up  likiB  a  fowl's  wing,  as  he 
expects  to  see  you. 

*  This  is  an  allusion  to  an  accident  which  happened  to  Mr.  Wxight'a 
hand  while  he  was  out  shooting. — ^T.  H. 
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89,  Bui  Lovaui,  Ostivd,  18^  /uZy,  1887. 

Mt  dbar  Wright, 

»  «  «  « 

We  find  ourselves  yeiy  comfortably  settled  now. 
If  you  come  there  is  a  spare  bed  for  you,  and  another  for 
the  Dilkes;  so  that  if  you  should  come  together  there  is 
room  for  all.  I  am  looking  anxiously  for  your  coming,  as  I 
think  it  would  do  me  good,  and  give  me  spirits  to  finish  off 
in  style  the  books  for  this  year.  There  are  foiu:  mail  packets 
come  every  week,  and  one  Company's  steamer.  We  have 
had  famous  weather,  not  one  unfair  day  since  we  came  ;  but 
if  you  prefer  bad  weather  you  can  wait  for  it,  though  I  think 
it  will  be  late  this  year. 

I  cannot  make  up  my  mind  to  write  any  particulars  to 
you,  as  I  look  forward  to  the  pleasure  of  telling  them.  I 
get  the  "AthensBum"  regularly  here  on  the  Wednesday; 
and  have  been  introduced  to  two  people  here,  Colley  Grattan 
and — but  the  other  I  will  show  you,  and  then  surprise  you 
with  his  name. 

I  wish  I  could  end  here  without  having  worse  news ;  bat 
our  debut  here  has  not  been  in  all  respects  lucky.  Poor 
Jane  has  had  a  terrible  sore  throat,  so  much  so,  that  I  was 
obliged  to  call  in  a  doctor;  who  gave  her  two  grains  of 
calomel  only,  but  which  seemed  to  revive  all  she  had  taken 
in  her  former  illness,  and  in  consequence  she  had  her  mouth 
in  a  dreadful  state.  A  warm  bath  will  carry  this  off,  and 
we  have  one  within  a  door  or  two ;  but  she  has  had  a 
relapse  with  her  throat,  probably  from  coming  down  too 
soon.  I  am  assured  it  is  not  an  affection  belonging  to  the 
place,  which  they  say  is  very  healthy,  and  the  peo^l^  Vy^^ 
•a    Onttaa  baa  been  here  some  yeax«,  ^Xkdi  ts<g«»fiuk^^^ 
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it  too.  Poor  Tom  has  had  a  most  seyere  pinch  with  the 
street  door,  and  has  lost  the  nail  of  his  finger;  but  let's  hope 
this  is  all  the  footing  we  ha^e  to  pay  here. 

And  now,  my  good  fellow,  come  as  soon  and  stay  as  long 
as  you  can ;  and  tell  B  not  to  make  me  quite  such  an 

Exile  of  ffearifC.  And  mind  do  not  write  to  me  any  of  your 
paste  restanUy  but  to  the  address  at  the  head  of  thi&  It  will 
saye  postage  if  you  bring  your  next  yourself.  I  cannot  help 
thinking  that  perhaps,  as  the  French  say,  you  are  here  next 
Saturday,  in  which  hope  I  sigii  and  renpn  myself,  dear 
Wrighti 

Tours  veiy  truly, 

Thomas  Hood. 

I  am  contemplating  an  ode  to  Queen  Victoria  for  the 
'*  Athenaeum."  You  may  tell  Dilke  I  think  Janin's  last 
paper  a  capital  example  of  political  criticism.  I  own  I  am 
curious  to  see  T.  Tegg's  '*  Remarks  on  Copyright ; "  so  don't 
foi*get  it.  Pray  poke  up  Dilke ;  and  should  he  have  any 
qualms  about  coming,  scrundi  them  in  the  shell !  Tou 
would  do  me  a  world  of  good  among  you ;  and  I  have  never 
had  a  palaver  with  him  yet  And  it  would  not  hurt  him. 
Besides,  he  went  to  Margate  some  summers  back,  and  it 
^ ain't  to  compare"  with  this  for  selectness  and  sea.  I 
suppose,  and  hope,  he  is  tolerably  well  Unless  you  come 
soon,  let  me  have  a  bulletin,  rather  clearer  than  those  about 
the  King.  Why  can't  the  Queen  make  me  Consul  here  ?  I 
don't  want  to  turn  anybody  out,  but  can't  there  be  nothing- 
to-do  enough  for  two?  The  King  and  Queen  of  Belgium 
are  coming  here.  I  rather  think  the  Dilkes,  who  are  very 
fashionable,  are  hanging  back  tiU  they  hear  the  Court  is 
here,  which  makes  Jane  and  me  jealous.  Mrs.  Dilke  need 
jooe  bring  a  bit  of  soap  with  her,  tB  thej  \iie  it  here ;  it  la 
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quite  a  treat  to  see  the  dean  faces  and  handa  I  could  kifls 
the  children  here  about  the  streets — and  the  maids  too.  I 
think  the  German  men  kiss  each  other  so  because,  thanks  to 
dirty  there  is  no  fair  wx  there.  Flemish  contains  many 
words  quite  English  to  the  eye.  Over  tiie  taverns  here,  you 
see  "  Hier  verkoopt  Man  Drankr  As  we  entered  here,  just 
under  the  words  '*  man  drank,"  sat  a  fellow  with  a  tremen- 
dous black  eye,  quite  as  if  on  purpose  to  prove  the  text  by 
illustration.  But  I  am  forestalling  our  gossip,  so  good-bye. 
Pk^y  attend  to  the  business  part  of  this  letter,  and  do  not 
neglect  the  pleasure  part  either. 

Pray  congratulate  Moxon  for  me  on  having  an  article  on 
his  sonnets  in  the  "  Quarterly,"  where  I  never  had  a  line 
though  I  write  odes ! 

89,  Rui  LoNQVK,  OsTSKD)  Saturday,  lOth  Sq4.,  1887. 

Mt  dear  Wright, 

I  received  yours  this  aftemoon.  Your  account  of 
your  brother's  family,  and  still  more  of  the  funeral,  is  very 
gratifying,  and  contains  all  the  comfort  that  one  could  have 
under  such  affliction:  it  must  have  soothed  your  feelings 
very  much  to  witness  such  an  unusual  demonstration.  A 
man  is  not  all  lost  who  leaves  such  a  memory  behind  him* 
I  am  heartily  glad  your  reflections  have  such  a  scene  to  rest 
upon,  connected  with  him,  to  set-off  against  some  of  the 
bitterness  of  the  deprivation. 

You  may  be  at  ease  about  me,  my  health  has  not  delayed 
the  Comic ;  but  I  was  so  forward  with  the  outs,  I  thought  it 
worth  while  to  wait  to  send  them  all  at  once  instead  of  by 
detachments ;  and  accordingly  I  shall  despatch  them  to  you 
next  week.  What  a  comfort  to  think  that  they  will  not 
have  to  be  six  weeks  on  the  way  !  It  makes  a  vast  difier- 
€fDo$.   I  except  the  frontispiece.    Bid  1  xmdst^^JK^^  ')^\i.>^QailL 
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Harvey  would  do  one  I  His  penoU  is  worth  haying — thst 
there  may  be  something  artist-like;  but  if  any  doubt  of 
delay  say  so  at  once,  as  I  should  in  that  case  prefer  knocking 
one  off  myself.  I  do  not  know  oi  anything  more  we  want 
per  parcel,  unless  you  have  a  spare  copy  of  the  ^  Tower 
Menagerie."  Do  not  forget  two  or  three  copies  of  **  Eugene 
Aram  "  unboimd,  one  or  two  of  last  Comia  But  you  had 
better  see  the  Dilkes,  for  we  have  strong  hopes  of  their 
coming  out,  and  they  would  perhaps  bring  what  we  want 

Don't  think  of  any  beer,  we  get  good  here  now.  The 
poem  in  the  ''Athen»um**  about  Ostend  confirmed  us  in 
our  hopes.  I  suspect  it  is  written  by  Sir  Charles  Morgan 
(Lady  Morgan*s  hub.),  who  has  heard  them  talking  oi  it  I 
wisli  they  may  come,  as  there  is  a  chance  now  of  their  en- 
joying themselves ;  and  I  should  like  to  talk  over  German 
matters  with  him. 

*  *  *  For  my  part  I  say  hang  party  I  There  wants  a 
true  country  party  to  look  singly  to  the  good  of  En^and — 
retrench  and  economise,  reduce  taxes,  and  make  it  possible 
to  live  as  cheap  at  home  as  abroad.  There  would  be 
patriotism,  instead  of  a  mere  struggle  of  Iqr  and  Outs  for 
place  and  pelf.  Common  sense  seems  the  great  desideratum 
for  governors,  >vhether  of  kingdoms  or  fiamily.  I  suspect  the 
principles  that  ought  to  guide  a  private  family  would  bear  a 
pretty  close  application  to  the  great  pubHc  one  ;  their  evils 
are  much  of  the  same  nature — extravagance,  luxury,  debt,  kc 
Thanks  for  your  recipe,  I  may  try  it  some  day,  but  I  am  shy 
of  stimuli.  I  do  not  suffer  either  under  lowness  of  spirits ; 
now  and  then  1  feel  jaded  rather,  and  indulge  perhaps  twice 
in  a  week  in  a  single  glass  of  sherry  :  my  appetite  is  better 
than  it  used  to  be.  I  always  eat  breakfast  now;  so  if  I  can 
but  conquer  the  lung-touch,  or  whatever  it  i%  I  shall  do.  I 
think  I  have  got  a  fair  set  of  caita,  axkd  Y^^«  %m&A  ^B^y^ 
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stories  for  the  text  of  the  Comic;  so  that  I  am  going  on 
quite  "  as  well  as  might  be  expected." 

Are  the  other  German  cuts  done  ?  I  have  a  hint  to  give 
you  about  the  cutting  the  Comic, — not  to  cut  away  my 
blacks  too  much,  as  they  give  effect  I  am  not  sure  whether 
some  of  the  German  cuts  do  not  want  black,  but  perhaps 
they  print  up  more.  I  am  so  pleased  with  your  ideas  of  the 
fables,  I  think  I  shall  do  them  next  after  the  German  book, 
with  nice  little  illustrations. 

Jane  is  getting  dozy,  and  so  am  I,  for  it  is  twelve  o'clock ; 
so  I  must  shut  up.  Tom  is  very  well,  and  talks  of  ''  Mr. 
Light  and  Jim  Co."  Oysters  are  in  here;  that  is  to  say, 
they  send  every  one  of  them  up  to  Brussela  I  think  1*11 
petition  the  King  about  it.  My  swallow  seems  disposed  to 
migrate  on  that  account  to  the  capital. 

Hang  their  shelfishness  !  confound  their  grottoes !  I  own 
I  did  look  forward  to  the  natives,  but  one  cannot  have  every- 
thing in  this  world.  As  the  'prentices  say,  **  I'm  worry  con- 
tent with  my  wittles  in  this  here  place ! "  Our  kindest 
remembrances  to  yourself  and  all  yours.     God  bless  yoiL 

My  dear  Wright, 

Yours  ever  truly, 

THoa  Hood. 

89,  Rui  LoxQUi,  16th  (kkher,  1887. 

My  dbab  Wright, 

According  to  promise  to  fi ,  I  sit  down  to  write 

to  you  to  day. 

»  »  •  • 

On  the  subject  of  my  health,  I  feel  somewhat  easier,  as  it 
seems  to  give  me  better  eventual  hope.  God  knows  I  It  bA& 
been  a  great  comfort  to  me,  and  gone  somQ7i\i%Xi  Vy^vt^' 
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same  to  jounelf.     I  do  now  live  in  hopes  to  see  yon  befiirt 
long,  and  so  remain, 

My  dear  Wright, 

Yours  ever  truly, 

Thomas  Hood. 

Pray  don't  forget  to  remember  me  to  R  Smith,  and 
recommend  to  him,  in  my  name,  to  hold  his  shoulders 
instead  of  his  sides  when  he  laughs.  Did  I  ever  tell  you 
that  there  is  a  young  man  oyer  the  way  so  like  you  we  call 
him  "  John  Wright"  N.B.  I  will  try  to  fatten  my  face  up 
for  Mr.  Lewis  against  he  comes!  ** 

At  this  time  we  finally  quitted  Coblens,  travelling  down 
the  Rhine  by  successive  day's  stages.  The  railroad  was  then 
only  just  commencing,  which  has  since  afforded  such  increased 
facilities  of  speed  and  comfort.  It  is  to  Jbe  regretted  that 
so  little  was  known  of  Germany  and  Belgium  in  those  days. 
My  father's  constitution  was  as  unfitted  for  the  miasmatic 
swamps  and  mists  of  Ostend,  as  for  the  alternate  extremes 
of  heat  and  cold  at  Coblens.  But  for  his  exile  to  these 
oountnes — an  exile  which. he  underwent  for  the  fiiults  of 
others — he  might  still  be  delighting  the  world  with  the  later 
fruit  of  a  genius  that  had  barely  attained  its  maturity  at  the 
time  of  his  death. 

89,  Eni  Lovaui,  Ostkvd,  June  28i^  1837. 
My  dear  Wright, 

You  will  see  from  the  above  address  that  we  are 

not  only  safe  here,  but  settled,  after  a  prosperous  but  slow 

journey ;  so  that  it  was  luckily  performed,  with  the  advantage 

of  fine  weather  to  boot.     Our  exit  from  Coblenz  was  worth} 

of  the  entrance :  the  fiu*oe  did  not,  like  many  modem  ones. 
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ftJl  oif  at  the  end.  We  had  a  famous  row  with  our  landlord. 
He  rushed  up  his  own  stairs,  and  shouted  from  the  top, 
''  Dumme  Englander  1 "     And  then  Jane  had  a  scrimmage 

with  him.     R i  played  the  Italian  traitor  to  both  sides 

aU  the  time.  Finally,  just  on  the  gunwale  of  the  packet^  as 
it  were,  they  gave  us  a  finishing  touch;  for  Jane  called  to 
pay  a  bookseller  on  the  road,  and  he  made  her  pay  for  a 
number  more  than  she  had  had. 

As  for  Katchen,  she  cried  at  the  parting  point — ^partly,  I 
suppose,  because  we  did  not  take  her  with  us  (for  she  told 
aU  her  friends  she  intended  it),  and  partly  because  she  was 
bidding  farewell  to  good  wages  and  to  enough  to  eat — a  case, 
by  her  own  account,  rather  uncommon  with  servants  in 
Ck>blenz.  We  had  a  fine  trip  down  to  Cologne,  lodged  com- 
fortably, and  took  a  coach  to  Lidge,  with  an  old  coachmaUi 
oddly  enough,  of  the  very  family  we  were  going  to  visit. 
Next  night  at  Imperial  Aix,  and  the  following  one^  after  a 
long  pull,  and  a  fine,  but  tremendously  hot  day,  at  M.  Nagel- 
macher's  at  Li^e.  He  has  a  beautiful  country-seat  an 
hour^s  drive  from  the  city;  but  I  was  so  exhausted  with  heat 
and  fatigue  I  could  scarcely  speak,  and  kept  my  room  all 
the  evening,  but  rested  there,  and  enjoyed  the  two  next  days 
extremely. 

There  are  beautiful  grounds,  rhododendrons,  hill,  wood, 
and  all  quite  to  my  taste,  with  a  superb  view.  Moreover, 
one  of  the  most  amiable  and  accomplished  families  I  ever 
met  with.  The  lady  paints  in  oils  beautifully.  I  really 
took  them  for  good  Dutch  pictures.  A  delightful,  sweet  girl 
about  twelve  made  Fanny  very  happy,  and  Tom  raced  about 
like  a  young  Red  Indian,  till  he  was  half  baked  in  the  sun. 

The  Nagelmachers  all  speak  French  except  Mademoiselle^ 
so  that  Jane  had  to  sit  very  like  the  matron  of  the  Deaf  and 
Dumb  School;  but  she  made  up  for  it  ivvtVi  oxa in«iA1&m 

VOL.  X.  ^^ 
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Moore.  We  parted  sworn  friends  with  the  Nageknaohers ; 
ate  and  slept  wretchedly  at  a  dirty  inn  at  Tirlemont;  and 
the  next  night  reached  Bruiaelfl^  where  we  rested  the  Sun- 
day, too  tired  to  stir  oat|  except  the  ohildren,  who  went  to 
see  St.  Gudule.  Besides^  it  was  wet  weather.  We  started  next 
day  with  a  new  coachman  for  Ghent.  Slept  at  Ghent»  and 
thenoe  by  trackshuyt  (or  bai^)  through  Bruges  to  this 
place,  where  we  arrived  at  seven  in  the  evening  in  good  style 
rather  as  to  fatigue,  after  such  a  long  pull  with  children, 
luggage,  and  bad  health.  I  ventured  to  drink  a  (^ass  of 
porter  on  leaving  Brussels,  which  helped  me  up  amanngly, 
as  for  four  or  five  months  previously  I  had  not  positively 
touched  wine,  beer,  or  spirit,  till  that  hour.  I  then  thought 
I  might  have  held  the  curb  too  tightly,  but  there  was  no 
more  porter  to  be  had  all  the  rest  of  the  way.  Jane,  of 
course,  is  fatigued  veiy  much,  but  no  more  than  was  to  be 
expected. 

To  do  poor  Fanny  and  Tom  justice,  they  were  models  for 
grown  travellers,  ate  and  drank  whatever  came  before  them, 
slept  when  tired,  waked  all  alive,  talked  and  made  friends 
with  everybody — waiters,  maids,  coachmen,  and  all — so  much 
so,  that  the  coach  was  loaded  with  large  bouquets  of  purple 
and  white  lilac,  and  other  flowers :  got  into  no  scrapes  except 
from  exuberant  fun,  and  came  in  at  the  end  as  fr'esh  as  larks, 
though  almost  roasted  from  sitting  in  the  coach  with  their 
backs  to  the  sun  and  no  blinds* 

Give  my  remembrance  to  all,  and  come  as  soon,  and  stay 
as  long,  as  you  can,  Jane  begs  to  say  ditto,  as  I  feel  sure  it 
will  do  me  good,  body  and  mind,  to  see  friends. 

Yours,  ever  truly, 

Tho&  Hood. 


1.^- 
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89,  Kui  Lovavi,  Ofrm,  8M  J^m^  1837. 
Mt  dear  Wright, 

We  have  now  been  here  a  week,  and  1  have  exposed 
myself  to  the  sea-breeze  to  judge  of  its  powers ;  and,  as  it 
has  had  no  evil  effect  on  my  lungs,  I  begin  to  hope  they  are 
not  very  unsound,  and  that  in  other  respects  for  searside 
enjoyment  there  cannot  be  a  better  place. 

The  Esplanade  is  very  fine,  and  the  sands  ikmons  for  our 
brats,  who  delight  in  them  extremely.  We  munch  shrimps 
morning  and  night,  as  they  are  very  abundant,  and  quite 
revel  in  the  fish.  I  have  dined  several  days  on  nothing  else, 
and  it  is  such  a  comfort  to  think  of  only  that  strip  of  sea 
between  us,  quick  communication  by  packets,  and  posts  four 
times  a  week,  that  I  feel  quite  in  spirits  as  to  my  work,  and 
hopeful  as  to  my  health.  I  am  very  weak,  but  otherwise  as 
well  as  can  be  expected  from  such  repeated  attacks. 

But  I  have  moved  only  just  in  time,  for  I  feel  convinced 
the  Rhine  was  killing  me,  between  hurry,  worry,  delay, 
tedium,  disgust,  the  climate,  and  the  diet,  and  the  conscious- 
ness, with  all  these  disadvantages,  of  no  very  great  improve- 
ment besides  in  health.  I  write  a  long  letter  by  this  same 
post  to  Dr.  Elliot,  with  further  particulars  that  I  may  have 
the  benefit  of  his  advice,  how  to  live  and  keep  alive. 

I  have  now  the  comfort  of  thinking,  that  whatever  I  may 
do  will  not  be  long  in  reaching  you,  whether  blocks  or  MS. 
It  will  even  be  possible  here  to  see  the  proofe ;  not  that  I 
undervalue  your  kindness  in  that  respect,  but  the  German 
book  would  have  •  unusual  difficulties  as  to  names,  words,  ko, 
I  shall  see  some  of  the  Germans  here,  as  some  come  for 
bathing ;  and  I  propose,  if  strong  enough,  to  take  a  trip,  by- 
and-by,  through  the  old  Flemish  cities,  "n^VAcVi  ^x^^^'v^stOcL 
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seeing.     Perhaps  we  maj  get  together  to  one  or  two  of  them, 
as  the  communication  is  easy. 

Bring  with  jou  such  of  the  German  outs  as  are  engraved, 
and  arrange  for  as  long  a  stay  as  you  can,  as  it  will  do  me 
good  to  converse  a  little  about  old  times.  The  first  news  we 
had  on  arrival  here  wAs  of  the  King*s  death,  a  kind  old 
friend  of  mine.  I  do  not  mourn  for  him  visibly^  for  it  is  too 
hot  for  blacks ;  and  the  English  here,  who  are  all  blacked  at 
top,  or  bottom,  or  in  the  middle,  no  doubt  take  me  for  an 
extreme  Tory  or  Radical  The  King  and  Queen  of  Belgium 
come  here  in  a  fortnight ;  so  that  I  shall  be  the  neighbour 
of  royalty,  as  they  will  live  in  our  street,  only  three  or  four 
doors  off.  I  am  rather  tired  from  writing  at  length  to  Elliot ; 
and,  moreover,  feeling  you  are  to  come  soon,  I  do  not  care 
to  pen  what  I  would  rather  say  personally.  So,  with  kind 
regards  to  Mrs.  W.,  in  which,  with  love  to  yourself  and  the 
boys,  Jane  and  Fanny  join,  not  forgetting  my  godson  in 
particular. 

I  am>  dear  W., 

Yours  ever  truly, 

Thos.  Hood. 

Tom,*  whom  I  have  told  of  your  hand,  expects  you,  aiid 
even  anticipates  your  appearance.  Tou  would  laugh  to  see 
him  walk  with  one  ami  trussed  lip  like  a  fowl's  wing;  as  he 
expects  to  see  you. 

*  This  is  an  allusion  to  aa  accident  which  happened  to  Mr.  Wright'a 
hand  while  he  was  out  ahootiDg. — ^T.  H. 
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89,  Bui  Lovoui,  OsTBHi),  IZih  Jidy,  1887. 

Mt  dsab  WriohT) 

#  #  #  » 

We  find  oTirselves  very  oomfortablj  settled  now. 
If  you  come  there  is  a  spare  bed  for  yon,  and  another  for 
the  Dilkes;  so  that  if  you  should  come  together  there  is 
room  for  all.  I  am  looking  anxiously  for  your  coming,  as  I 
think  it  would  do  me  good,  and  give  me  spirits  to  finish  off 
in  style  the  books  for  this  year.  There  are  four  mail  packets 
come  every  week,  and  one  Company*s  steamer.  We  have 
had  famous  weather,  not  one  unfair  day  since  we  came ;  but 
if  you  prefer  bad  weather  you  can  wait  for  it,  though  I  think 
it  will  be  late  this  year. 

I  cannot  make  up  my  mind  to  write  any  particulars  to 
you,  as  I  look  forward  to  the  pleasure  of  telling  them.  I 
get  the  ''AthensBum"  regularly  here  on  the  Wednesday; 
and  have  been  introduced  to  two  people  here,  Colley  Grattan 
and — but  the  other  1  will  show  you,  and  then  surprise  you 
with  his  name. 

I  wish  I  could  end  here  without  having  worse  news ;  but 
our  dHnU  here  has  not  been  in  all  respects  lucky.  Poor 
Jane  has  had  a  terrible  sore  throat,  so  much  so,  that  I  was 
obliged  to  call  in  a  doctor;  who  gave  her  two  grains  of 
calomel  only,  but  which  seemed  to  revive  all  she  had  taken 
in  her  former  illness,  and  in  consequence  she  had  her  mouth 
in  a  dreadful  state.  A  warm  bath  will  carry  this  off,  and 
we  have  one  within  a  door  or  two;  but  she  has  had  a 
relapse  with  her  throat,  probably  from  coming  down  too 
soon.  I  am  assured  it  is  not  an  affection  belonging  to  the 
place,  which  they  say  is  very  healthy,  and  the  people  look, 
•a    OnUtaa  haa  been  here  some  yeara,  asii.  v^*cikii^^^ 
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it  too.  Poor  Tom  has  had  a  most  seyere  pinch  with  the 
street  door,  and  has  lost  the  nail  of  his  finger;  but  let's  hope 
this  is  all  the  footing  we  have  to  pay  here. 

And  now,  my  good  fellow,  come  as  soon  and  stay  as  long 

as  you  can ;  and  tell  B not  to  make  me  quite  such  an 

£xile  of  HearirC.  And  mind  do  not  write  to  me  any  of  your 
paste  restante,  but  to  the  address  at  the  head  of  this.  It  will 
saye  postage  if  you  bring  yoor  next  yourself.  I  cannot  help 
thinking  that  perhaps,  as  the  French  say,  you  are  here  next 
Saturday,  in  which  hope  I  aign  and  resi^  myself,  dear 
Wright, 

Tours  veiy  truly, 

Thomas  Hood. 

I  am  contemplating  an  ode  to  Queen  Victoria  for  the 
^AtheneeuuL"  You  may  tell  Dilke  I  think  Janin*s  last 
paper  a  capital  example  of  political  criticism.  I  own  I  am 
curious  to  see  T.  Tegg's  **  Remarks  on  Copyright ; "  so  don*t 
forget  it.  Pray  poke  up  Dilke;  and  shoidd  he  have  any 
qualms  about  coming,  scrunch  them  in  the  shell  1  Tou 
would  do  me  a  world  of  good  among  you ;  and  I  have  never 
had  a  palaver  with  him  yet.  And  it  would  not  hurt  him. 
Besides,  he  went  to  Margate  some  summers  back,  and  it 
^ ain't  to  compare"  with  this  for  selectness  and  se&  I 
suppose,  and  hope,  he  is  tolerably  well  Unless  70U  come 
soon,  let  me  have  a  bulletin,  rather  dearer  than  those  about 
the  King.  Why  can't  the  Queen  make  me  Consul  here  f  I 
don't  want  to  turn  anybody  out,  but  can't  there  be  nothing- 
to-do  enough  for  two)  The  King  and  Queen  of  Belgium 
are  coming  here.  I  rather  think  the  Dilkes,  who  are  very 
fuhionable,  are  hanging  back  till  they  hear  the  Court  is 
Jiere,  whioh  makes  Jane  and  me  jealous.  Mrs.  Dilke  need 
not  bring  a  bit  of  soap  with  her,  sa  t\i«y  \iaA  \^  Y!k«c%\  vt  ia 
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quite  a  treat  to  see  the  dean  faces  and  hand&  I  could  kiss 
the  children  here  about  the  streets — and  the  maids  too.  I 
think  the  German  men  kiss  each  other  so  because,  thanks  to 
dirt,  there  is  no  fair  sex  there.  Flemish  contains  many 
words  quite  English  to  the  eye.  Over  the  tavems  here,  you 
see  ''  Hier  verkoopt  Man  Drank."  As  we  entered  here,  just 
tinder  the  words  ^'  man  drank,'*  sat  a  fellow  with  a  tremen- 
dous black  eye,  quite  as  if  on  purpose  to  prove  the  text  by 
illustration.  But  I  am  forestalling  our  gossip,  so  good-bye. 
Fra,j  attend  to  the  business  part  of  this  letter^  and  do  not 
neglect  the  pleasure  part  either. 

Pray  congratulate  Moxon  for  me  on  having  an  article  on 
his  sonnets  in  the  "  Quarterly,"  where  I  never  had  a  line 
thou^  I  write  odes ! 

89,  Bui  LoNOVK,  Obtxhd^  Saturday,  10th  SqtL,  1887. 

My  dkar  Wright, 

I  received  yours  this  afternoon.  Your  account  of 
your  bfx>ther's  family,  and  still  more  of  the  funeral,  is  very 
gratifying,  and  contains  all  the  comfort  that  one  could  have 
under  such  affliction:  it  must  have  soothed  your  feelings 
very  much  to  witness  such  an  unusual  demonstration.  A 
man  is  not  all  lost  who  leaves  such  a  memory  behind  him« 
I  am  heartily  glad  your  reflections  have  such  a  scene  to  rest 
upon,  connected  with  him,  to  set-off  against  some  of  the 
bitterness  of  the  deprivation. 

You  may  be  at  ease  about  me,  my  health  has  not  delayed 
the  Comic ;  but  I  was  so  forward  with  the  cuts,  I  thought  it 
worth  while  to  wait  to  send  them  all  at  once  instead  of  by 
detachments ;  and  accordingly  I  shall  despatch  them  to  you 
next  week.  What  a  comfort  to  think  that  they  will  not 
have  to  be  six  weeks  on  the  way !  It  makes  a  vast  differ- 
&oo§,    I  except  the  frontispiece.    Did  1  xm!\«c«XA3A  ^Q\k>^DaiJL 
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Harvey  would  do  onet  His  pencil  m  worth  haTing^ — tliat 
there  may  be  Bomething  artist-like;  but  if  any  doubt  of 
delay  say  bo  at  once,  as  I  should  in  that  case  prefer  knodung 
one  off  myself.  I  do  not  know  oi  anything  more  we  want 
per  parcel,  unless  you  have  a  spare  copy  of  the  "Tower 
Menagerie.**  Do  not  forget  two  or  three  copies  of  **  Eugene 
Aram  **  unbound,  one  or  two  of  last  Comia  But  you  had 
better  see  the  Dilkes^  for  we  haye  strong  hopes  of  their 
coming  out,  and  they  would  perhaps  bring  what  we  want 

I>on*t  think  of  any  beer,  we  get  good  here  now.  The 
poem  in  the  "  Athenseum  '*  about  Ostend  confirmed  us  iu 
our  hopes.  I  suspect  it  is  written  by  Sir  Charles  Moigan 
(Lady  Morgan's  hub.),  who  has  heard  them  talking  of  it  I 
wish  they  may  come,  as  there  is  a  chance  now  of  their  en- 
joying themselves ;  and  I  should  like  to  talk  over  German 
matters  with  hiin. 

*  *  *  For  my  part  I  say  hang  party !  There  wants  a 
true  cmmtry  party  to  look  singly  to  the  good  <rf  England — 
retrench  and  economise,  reduce  taxes,  and  make  it  possible 
to  live  as  cheap  at  home  as  abroad.  There  would  be 
patriotism,  instead  of  a  mere  struggle  of  Ins  and  Outs  for 
place  and  pelf.  Common  sense  seems  the  great  desideratimi 
for  governors,  whether  of  kingdoms  or  family.  I  suspect  the 
principles  that  ought  to  guide  a  private  femily  would  bear  a 
pretty  close  application  to  the  great  public  one  ;  their  evils 
are  much  of  the  same  nature — extravagance,  luxury,  debt,  kc 
Thanks  for  your  recipe,  I  may  try  it  some  day,  but  I  am  shy 
of  stimuli  1  do  not  suffer  either  under  lowness  of  spirits ; 
now  and  then  I  feel  jaded  rather,  and  indulge  perhaps  twice 
in  a  week  in  a  single  glass  of  sherry  :  my  appetite  is  better 
than  it  used  to  be.  I  always  eat  breakfast  now;  so  if  I  can 
but  conquer  the  lung-touch,  or  whatever  it  is,  I  shall  do.  I 
think  I  have  got  a  fair  set  of  outs,  and  Ymk^  iots«  ^ 
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stories  for  the  text  of  the  Comic;  so  that  I  am  going  on 
quite  '^  as  well  as  might  he  expected." 

Are  the  other  German  cuts  done  f  I  have  a  hint  to  give 
you  about  the  cutting  the  Comic, — not  to  cut  away  my 
blacks  too  much,  as  they  giye  effect  I  am  not  sure  whether 
some  of  the  German  cuts  do  not  want  black,  but  perhaps 
they  print  up  more.  I  am  so  pleased  with  your  ideas  of  the 
fables,  I  think  I  shall  do  them  next  after  the  German  book^ 
with  nice  little  illustrations. 

Jane  is  getting  dozy,  and  so  am  I,  for  it  is  twelve  o'clock ; 
80  I  must  shut  up.  Tom  is  very  well,  and  talks  of  '*  Mr. 
Light  and  Jim  Co."  Oysters  are  in  here;  that  is  to  say, 
they  send  every  one  of  them  up  to  Brussels.  I  think  I'll 
petition  the  King  about  it  My  swallow  seems  disposed  to 
migrate  on  that  account  to  the  capital 

Hang  their  shelfishness !  confound  their  grottoes !  I  own 
I  did  look  forward  to  the  natives,  but  one  cannot  have  every- 
thing in  this  world.  As  the  'prentices  say,  "  I'm  worry  con- 
tent with  my  wittles  in  this  here  place ! "  Our  kindest 
remembrances  to  yourself  and  all  yours.     God  bless  you. 

My  dear  Wright, 

Yours  ever  truly, 

THoa  Hood. 

89,  Bus  Lovaui,  16th  October,  1887. 

My  dear  Wright, 

According  to  promise  to  fi ,  I  sit  down  to  write 

to  you  to  day. 

#  »  »  • 

On  the  subject  of  my  health,  I  feel  somewhat  easier,  as  it 
seems  to  give  me  better  eventual  hope.  God  knows  I  It  hA& 
been  a  great  comfort  to  me,  and  gone  som€N<i\)AX*  Xnrvivt^' 
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flame  to  jouraelf.     I  do  now  live  in  hopes  to  see  you  befor* 
long,  and  so  remain, 

My  dear  Wright^ 

Yours  ever  truly, 

Thomas  Hooo. 

Pray  don't  forget  to  remember  me  to  K  Smith,  and 
recommend  to  him,  in  my  name,  to  hold  his  shoulders 
instead  of  his  sides  ^en  he  laughs.  Did  I  ever  tell  you 
that  there  is  a  young  man  over  the  way  so  like  you  we  call 
him  **  John  Wright"  N.B.  I  will  try  to  fatten  my  face  up 
for  Mr.  Lewis  against  he  comes!  ** 

At  this  time  we  finally  quitted  Coblens,  travelling  down 
the  Rhine  by  successive  day's  stages.  The  railroad  was  then 
only  just  commencing,  which  has  since  afforded  such  increased 
facilities  of  speed  and  comfort  It  is  to  Jbe  regretted  that 
so  little  was  known  of  Germany  and  Belgium  in  those  days. 
My  father's  constitution  was  as  unfitted  for  the  miasmatic 
swamps  and  mists  of  Ostend,  as  for  the  alternate  extremes 
of  heat  and  cold  at  Coblens.  But  for  his  exile  to  these 
countiies — an  exile  which  he  underwent  for  the  faults  of 
others — he  might  still  be  delighting  the  world  with  the  later 
fruit  of  a  genius  that  had  barely  attained  its  maturity  at  the 
time  of  his  death. 

89,  Bus  Lovoui,  Ostivd,  June  2Bth,  1837. 

Mt  dear  Wright, 

You  will  see  from  the  above  address  that  we  are 

not  only  safe  here,  but  settled,  after  a  prosperous  but  slow 

journey ;  so  that  it  was  luckily  performed,  with  the  advantage 

of  fine  weather  to  boot.     Our  exit  from  Coblenz  was  worth} 

of  the  entrance  :  the  farce  did  not,  Uke  many  modem  ones. 
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fidl  oif  at  the  end.  We  had  a  famous  row  with  our  landlord. 
He  rushed  up  his  own  stairs,  and  shouted  from  the  top, 
**  Dumme  Englander  1 "     And  then  Jane  had  a  scrimmage 

with  him.     R i  played  the  Italian  traitor  to  both  sides 

all  the  time.  Finally,  just  on  the  gunwale  of  the  packet^  as 
it  were,  they  gave  us  a  finishing  touch;  for  Jane  called  to 
pay  a  bookseller  on  the  road,  and  he  made  her  pay  for  a 
number  more  than  she  had  had. 

As  for  Katchen,  she  cried  at  the  parting  point — partly,  I 
suppose,  because  we  did  not  take  her  with  us  (for  she  told 
aU  her  friends  she  intended  it),  and  partly  because  she  was 
bidding  farewell  to  good  wages  and  to  enoiigh  to  eat — a  case^ 
by  her  own  account,  rather  uncommon  with  servants  in 
Ck>blenz.  We  had  a  fine  trip  down  to  Cologne,  lodged  com- 
fortably, and  took  a  coach  to  Li^e,  with  an  old  ooachmaUi 
oddly  enough,  of  the  very  feimily  we  were  going  to  visit. 
Next  night  at  Imperial  Aix,  and  the  foUowing  one^  after  a 
long  pull,  and  a  fine,  but  tremendously  hot  day,  at  M.  Nagel- 
macher's  at  Li^e.  He  has  a  beautiful  country-seat  an 
bourns  drive  from  the  city ;  but  I  was  so  exhausted  with  heat 
and  fatigue  I  could  scarcely  speak,  and  kept  my  room  all 
the  evening,  but  rested  there,  and  enjoyed  the  two  next  days 
extremely. 

There  are  beautiful  grounds,  rhododendrons,  hill,  wood, 
and  all  quite  to  my  taste,  with  a  superb  view.  Moreover, 
one  of  the  most  amiable  and  accomplished  feunilies  I  ever 
met  with.  The  lady  paints  in  oils  beautifully.  I  really 
took  them  for  good  Dutch  pictures.  A  delightful,  sweet  girl 
about  twelve  made  Fanny  very  happy,  and  Tom  raced  about 
like  a  young  Red  Indian,  till  he  was  half  baked  in  the  sun. 

The  Nagelmachers  all  speak  French  except  Mademoiselle^ 
so  that  Jane  had  to  sit  very  like  the  matron  of  the  Deaf  and 
Dumb  School;  but  she  made  up  tor  \l  hVAl  o\a  ^^lA^KaaiL 

VOL,  X.  \^ 
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Moore.  We  parted  sworn  friends  with  the  Nagelmaohen ; 
ate  and  slept  wretchedly  at  a  dirty  hm  at  Tirlemont;  and 
the  next  night  reached  Bruasels^  where  we  rested  the  Sun- 
day, too  tired  to  stir  outi  eixoept  the  children,  who  went  to 
see  St.  Gudule.  Besides^  it  was  wet  weather.  We  started  next 
day  with  a  new  coachman  for  Ghent.  Slept  at  Ghent^  and 
thence  by  trackshuyt  (or  bai^)  through  Bruges  to  this 
place,  where  we  arrived  at  seven  in  the  eyening  in  good  style 
rather  as  to  fatigue,  ajfter  such  a  long  pull  with  children, 
luggage,  and  bad  health.  I  yentured  to  drink  a  glass  of 
porter  on  leaving  Brussels,  which  helped  me  i^>  amasingly, 
as  for  four  or  five  months  preyiously  I  had  not  positiyely 
touched  wine,  beer,  or  spirit,  till  that  hour.  I  then  thought 
I  might  have  held  the  curb  too  tightly,  but  there  was  no 
more  porter  to  be  had  all  the  rest  of  the  way.  Jane,  of 
course,  is  fatigued  veiy  much,  but  no  more  than  was  to  be 
expected. 

To  do  poor  Fanny  and  Tom  justice,  they  were  models  for 
grown  travellers,  ate  and  drank  whatever  came  before  them^ 
slept  when  tired,  waked  all  alive,  talked  and  made  friends 
with  everybody — waiters,  maids,  coachmen,  and  all — so  much 
so,  that  the  coach  was  loaded  with  laige  bouquets  of  purple 
and  white  lilac,  and  other  flowers :  got  into  no  scrapes  except 
from  exuberant  fun,  and  came  in  at  the  end  as  fr'esh  as  larks, 
though  almost  roasted  from  sitting  in  the  coach  with  their 
backs  to  the  sun  and  no  blinds. 

Give  my  remembrance  to  all,  and  C(une  as  soon,  and  stay 
as  long,  88  you  can,  Jane  begs  to  say  ditto,  as  I  feel  sore  it 
will  do  me  good,  body  and  mind,  to  see  friends. 

Yours,  ever  truly, 

Tho&  Hood. 
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89,  Kui  howvM,  Ofim,  8M  Jum,  1837. 
Mt  dear  Wright, 

We  have  now  been  here  a  week,  and  1  have  exposed 
myself  to  the  sea-breeze  to  judge  of  its  powers ;  and,  as  it 
has  had  no  evil  effect  on  my  lungs,  I  begin  to  hope  they  are 
not  very  unsound,  and  that  in  other  respects  for  sea-side 
enjoyment  there  cannot  be  a  better  place. 

The  Esplanade  is  very  fine,  and  the  sands  ikmons  for  our 
brats,  who  delight  in  them  extremely.  We  munch  shrimps 
morning  and  night,  as  they  are  very  abundant,  and  quite 
revel  in  the  fish.  I  have  dined  several  days  on  nothing  else, 
and  it  is  such  a  comfort  to  think  of  only  that  strip  of  sea 
between  us,  quick  communication  by  packets,  and  posts  four 
times  a  week,  that  I  feel  quite  in  spirits  as  to  my  work,  and 
hopeful  as  to  my  health.  I  am  very  weak,  but  otherwise  as 
well  as  can  be  expected  from  such  repeated  attacks. 

But  I  have  moved  only  just  in  time,  for  I  feel  convinced 
the  Rhine  was  killing  me,  between  hurry,  worry,  delay, 
tedium,  disgust,  the  climate,  and  the  diet,  and  the  conscious- 
ness, with  all  these  disadvantages,  of  no  very  great  improve- 
ment besides  in  health.  I  write  a  long  letter  by  this  same 
post  to  Dr.  Elliot,  with  further  particulars  that  I  may  have 
the  benefit  of  his  advice,  how  to  live  and  keep  alive. 

I  have  now  the  comfort  of  thinking,  that  whatever  I  may 
do  will  not  be  long  in  reaching  you,  whether  blocks  or  MS. 
It  will  even  be  possible  here  to  see  the  proofe ;  not  that  I 
undervalue  your  kindness  in  that  respect^  but  the  German 
book  would  have  •unusual  difficulties  as  to  names,  words,  ta 
I  shall  see  some  of  the  Germans  here,  as  some  come  for 
bathing ;  and  I  propose,  if  strong  enough,  to  take  a  tri^^  b^* 
and-by,  throi^h  the  old  Flemish  cities,  "^vYkVcVi  «x^  ^^^^stOcL 
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seeing.     Perhaps  we  may  get  together  to  one  or  two  of  them, 
as  the  communication  is  easy. 

Bring  with  you  such  of  the  German  outs  as  are  engraved, 
and  arrange  for  as  long  a  stay  as  you  can,  as  it  will  do  me 
good  to  converse  a  little  about  old  times.  The  first  news  we 
had  on  arrival  here  wAs  of  the  King*s  death,  a  kind  old 
friend  of  mine.  I  do  not  mourn  for  him  visibly^  for  it  is  too 
hot  for  blacks ;  and  the  English  here,  who  are  all  blacked  at 
top,  or  bottom,  or  in  the  middle,  no  doubt  take  me  for  an 
extreme  Tory  or  RadicaL  The  King  and  Queen  of  Belgium 
come  here  in  a  fortnight ;  so  that  I  shall  be  the  neighbour 
of  royalty,  as  they  will  live  in  our  street,  only  three  or  four 
doors  ofL  I  am  rather  tired  from  writing  at  length  to  Elliot ; 
and,  moreover,  feeling  you  are  to  come  soon,  I  do  not  care 
to  pen  what  I  would  rather  say  personally.  So,  with  kind 
regards  to  Mrs.  W.,  in  which,  with  love  to  yourself  and  the 
boys,  Jane  and  Fanny  join,  not  forgetting  my  godson  in 
particular. 

I  am,  dear  W., 

Yours  ever  truly, 

Thos.  Hood. 

Tom,*  whom  I  have  told  of  your  hand,  expects  you,  and 
even  anticipates  your  appearance.  Ton  would  laugh  to  see 
him  walk  with  one  ami  trussed  up  like  a  fowl's  wing,  as  he 
expects  to  see  you. 

*  This  is  an  allasion  to  an  aocident  which  hsppened  to  Mr.  Wright'i 
hand  while  he  was  out  shooting. — ^T.  H. 
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89,  Rni  Lovaui,  Osthtd,  IM  July,  1887. 

My  dear  Wright, 

*  *  *  * 

We  find  ourselves  veiy  comfortably  settled  now. 
If  you  come  there  is  a  spare  bed  for  you,  and  another  for 
the  Dilkes;  so  that  if  you  should  come  together  there  is 
room  for  all.  I  am  looking  anxiously  for  your  coming,  as  I 
think  it  would  do  me  good,  and  give  me  spirits  to  finish  off 
in  style  the  books  for  this  year.  There  are  four  mail  packets 
come  every  week,  and  one  Company's  steamer.  We  have 
bad  famous  weather,  not  one  unfair  day  since  we  came  ;  but 
if  you  prefer  bsui  weather  you  can  wait  for  it,  though  I  think 
it  will  be  late  this  year. 

I  cannot  make  up  my  mind  to  write  any  particulars  to 
you,  as  I  look  forward  to  the  pleasure  of  telling  them.  I 
get  the  "Athenseum"  regularly  here  on  the  Wednesday; 
and  have  been  introduced  to  two  people  here,  Colley  Grattan 
and — but  the  other  1  will  show  you,  and  then  surprise  you 
with  his  name. 

I  wish  1  could  end  here  without  having  worse  news ;  but 
our  debtU  here  has  not  been  in  all  respects  lucky.  Poor 
Jane  has  hsul  a  terrible  sore  throat,  so  much  so,  that  I  was 
obliged  to  caU  in  a  doctor;  who  gave  her  two  grains  of 
calomel  only,  but  which  seemed  to  revive  all  she  had  taken 
in  her  former  illness,  and  in  consequence  she  had  her  mouth 
in  a  dreadful  state.  A  warm  bath  will  carry  this  off,  and 
we  have  one  within  a  door  or  two;  but  she  has  had  a 
relapse  with  her  throat,  probably  from  coming  down  too 
soon.  1  am  assured  it  is  not  an  affection  belonging  to  the 
place,  which  they  say  is  very  healthy,  and  the  i^^U  V^\^ 
fa    GmtUa  has  been  here  some  yeaxt^  osA  v^a^esl^vi^^ 
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it  too.  Poor  Tom  has  bad  a  most  seyere  pinch  with  the 
street  door,  and  has  lost  the  nail  of  his  finger;  but  let*8  hope 
this  is  all  the  footing  we  have  to  pay  here. 

And  now,  my  good  fellow,  come  as  soon  and  stay  as  long 
as  you  can ;  and  tell  B— —  not  to  make  me  quite  such  an 
ExUe  of  HearifC,  And  mind  do  not  write  to  me  any  of  your 
posU  restanUf  but  to  the  address  at  the  head  of  this.  It  will 
save  postage  if  you  bring  your  next  yourself.  I  cannot  help 
thinking  that  perhaps,  as  the  French  say,  you  are  here  next 
Saturday,  in  which  hope  I  sign  and  retijtn  myself,  dear 
Wright, 

Tours  very  truly, 

Thomas  Hood. 

I  am  contemplating  an  ode  to  Queen  Victoria  for  the 
'*  Athenaeum."  You  may  tell  Dilke  I  think  Janin's  last 
paper  a  capital  example  of  political  criticism.  I  own  I  am 
curious  to  see  T.  Tegg's  **  Remarks  on  Copyright ; "  so  don't 
foi^t  it.  Pray  poke  up  Dilke ;  and  should  he  have  any 
qualms  about  coming,  scrunch  them  in  the  shell !  Tou 
would  do  me  a  world  of  good  among  you ;  and  I  have  never 
had  a  palaver  with  him  yet  And  it  would  not  hurt  him. 
Besides,  he  went  to  Margate  some  summers  back,  and  it 
^ ain't  to  compare"  with  this  for  selectness  and  sea.  I 
suppose,  and  hope,  he  is  tolerably  well  Unless  70U  come 
soon,  let  me  have  a  bulletin,  rather  dearer  than  those  about 
the  King.  Why  can*t  the  Queen  make  me  Consul  here  f  I 
don't  want  to  turn  anybody  out,  but  can't  there  be  nothing- 
to-do  enough  for  two!  The  King  and  Queen  of  Belgium 
are  coming  here.  I  rather  think  the  Dilkes,  who  are  very 
fashionable,  are  hanging  back  till  they  hear  the  Court  is 
Jiera,  which  makes  Jane  and  me  jealous.  Mrs.  Dilke  need 
not  bring  a  bit  of  soap  with  her,  aa  they  mm  \\.  YikSt^^  vi  it 
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quite  a  treat  to  eee  the  dean  faces  and  bands.  I  could  kiss 
the  children  here  about  the  streets — and  the  maids  too.  I 
think  the  (German  men  kiss  each  other  so  because,  thanks  to 
dirty  there  is  no  fair  »ex  there.  Flemish  contains  many 
words  quite  English  to  the  eye.  Over  the  tayems  here,  you 
see  "  Hier  verkoopt  Man  DranL**  As  we  entered  here,  just 
under  the  words  "  man  drank/'  sat  a  fellow  with  a  tremen- 
dous black  eye,  quite  as  if  on  purpose  to  proTC  the  text  by 
illustration.  But  I  am  forestalling  our  gossip,  so  good-bye. 
Pray  attend  to  the  business  part  of  this  letter,  and  do  not 
neglect  the  pleasure  part  either. 

Pray  congratulate  Moxon  for  me  on  having  an  article  on 
his  sonnets  in  the  "  Quarterly,"  where  I  never  had  a  line 
thou^  I  write  odes ! 

89,  Rui  LoNOin,  Obthtd,  Saturday,  lOth  Sigpi,,  1887. 
Mt  dear  Wright, 

I  received  jowrs  this  afternoon.  Your  account  of 
your  brother's  family,  and  still  more  of  the  funeral,  is  vexy 
gratifying,  and  contains  all  the  comfort  that  one  could  have 
under  such  affliction:  it  must  have  soothed  your  feelings 
Tery  much  to  witness  such  an  unusual  demonstration.  A 
man  is  not  all  lost  who  leaves  such  a  memoiy  behind  him. 
I  am  heartily  glad  your  reflections  have  such  a  scene  to  rest 
upon,  connected  with  him,  to  set-off  against  some  of  the 
bitterness  of  the  deprivation. 

Ton  may  be  at  ease  about  me,  my  health  has  not  delayed 
the  Comic ;  but  I  was  so  forward  with  the  cuts,  I  thought  it 
worth  while  to  wait  to  send  them  all  at  once  instead  of  by 
detachments ;  and  accordingly  I  shall  despatch  them  to  you 
next  week.  What  a  comfort  to  think  that  they  will  not 
have  to  be  six  weeks  on  the  way !  It  makea  sl  yas^  dv^^x- 
0Be0,   I  except  the  frontispiece.    Bid  1  xiTLddom^AXk^  ^^xk'O^^ariL 


Kj'ih  nt'  llttiriii.      And  miii-l  il'»  ii't  wr:^ 
;/o.s7'   r(<f'tnft\  l>ut  to  tlii;  luldrr^s  at  the  1: 
save  pjtstti^o  if  you  bring  your  next  yourt 
thiDking  that  perhaps,  as  tho  French  say 
,  Saturday,  in  whioh  hope  I  sign  and  r 

I  .  Wright, 

I  '  Yours  ve 


I 


.*      1 


! 


I  am  contemplating  an  ode  to  Qucec 
^Athennum."  You  may  tell  Dilke  I  t 
paper  a  capital  example  of  political  criticis 
carious  to  see  T.  Tegg's  "  Remarks  on  Cop; 
foi^t  it.  Pray  poke  up  Dilkc ;  and  slio 
qualms  about  coming,  scrunch  them  in 
would  do  me  a  world  of  good  among  you ; 
had  a  palaver  with  him  yet  And  it  won 
Besides,  he  went  to  Margate  some  sumn 
*  ain't  to  compare'*  »«♦*»  ♦'*'-  ' ' 
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Harvey  would  do  one?  His  pendl  is  worth  hATing — tlist 
there  may  be  something  artist-like;  bat  if  any  doubt  of 
delay  say  so  at  once,  as  I  should  in  that  case  prefer  knocking 
one  off  myself.  I  do  not  know  of  anything  more  we  want 
per  parcel,  unless  you  have  a  spare  copy  of  the  **  Tower 
Menagerie."  Do  not  foiget  two  or  three  copies  of  **  Eugene 
Aram "  unbound,  one  or  two  of  last  Gomia  But  yon  had 
better  see  the  Dilkes,  for  we  haye  strong  hopes  of  their 
coming  out,  and  they  would  perhaps  bring  what  we  want 

Don't  think  of  any  beer,  we  get  good  here  now.  The 
poem  in  the  "  Athenseum  **  about  Ostend  confirmed  ns  in 
our  hopes.  I  suspect  it  is  written  by  Sir  Charles  Moigan 
(Lady  Morgan's  hub.),  who  has  heard  them  talking  of  it  I 
wish  they  may  come,  as  there  is  a  chance  now  of  their  en- 
joying themselves ;  and  I  should  like  to  talk  over  German 
matters  with  him. 

*  *  *  For  my  part  I  say  hang  party !  There  wants  a 
true  country  party  to  look  singly  to  the  good  of  England — 
retrench  and  economise,  reduce  taxes,  and  make  it  possible 
to  live  as  cheap  at  home  as  abroad.  There  would  be 
patriotism,  instead  of  a  mere  struggle  of  Liis  and  Outs  for 
place  and  pelf.  Common  sense  seems  the  great  desideratum 
for  governors,  whether  of  kingdoms  or  family.  I  suspect  the 
principles  that  ought  to  guide  a  private  family  would  bear  a 
pretty  close  application  to  the  great  public  one  ;  their  evils 
are  much  of  the  same  nature— extravagance,  luxury,  debt,  ko. 
Thanks  for  your  recipe,  I  may  try  it  some  day,  but  I  am  shy 
of  stimuli.  I  do  not  suffer  either  under  lowness  of  spirits ; 
now  and  then  I  feel  jaded  rather,  and  indulge  perhaps  twice 
in  a  week  in  a  single  glass  of  sherry  :  my  appetite  is  better 
than  it  used  to  be.  I  always  eat  breakfast  now;  so  if  I  can 
but  conquer  the  lung-touch,  or  whatever  it  is^  I  shall  do.  I 
ihini  I  have  got  a  fair  set  of  outs,  and  \^>t«  v>tcl<^  ^{^m^ 
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stories  for  the  text  of  the  Comic;  so  that  I  am  going  on 
quite  '*  as  well  as  might  be  expected." 

Are  the  other  German  cuts  done  ?  I  have  a  hint  to  give 
you  about  the  cutting  the  Comic, — not  to  cut  away  my 
blacks  too  much,  as  they  give  effect  I  am  not  sure  whether 
some  of  the  German  cuts  do  not  want  black,  but  perhaps 
they  print  up  more.  I  am  so  pleased  with  your  ideas  of  the 
fables,  I  think  I  shall  do  them  next  after  the  German  book, 
with  nice  little  illustrations. 

Jane  is  getting  dozy,  and  so  am  I,  for  it  is  twelve  o'clock ; 
so  I  must  shut  up.  Tom  is  very  well,  and  talks  of  "  Mr. 
Light  and  Jim  Co."  Oysters  are  in  here;  that  is  to  say, 
they  send  every  one  of  them  up  to  Brussek.  I  think  I'll 
petition  the  King  about  it  My  swallow  seems  disposed  to 
migrate  on  that  account  to  the  capital. 

Hang  their  shelfishness  !  confound  their  grottoes  !  I  own 
I  did  look  forward  to  the  natives,  but  one  cannot  have  every- 
thing in  this  world.  As  the  'prentices  say,  "  I'm  worry  con- 
tent with  my  wittles  in  this  here  place ! "  Our  kindest 
remembrances  to  yourself  and  all  yours.     God  bless  you. 

My  dear  Wright, 

Yours  ever  truly, 

Thos.  Hood. 

89,  Bus  LoHaui,  16ih  October,  1887. 

Mt  dsab  Wright, 

According  to  promise  to  B— ,  I  sit  down  to  write 

to  you  to  day. 

*  »  *  • 

On  the  subject  of  my  health,  I  feel  somewhat  easier,  as  it 
seems  to  give  me  better  eventual  hope.  God  kno^a  I  It  Vi^a^ 
been  b  great  comfort  to  me,  and  gone  Bomd^\i%X*  \Ai^%s^^ 
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cure,  to  feel  myself  within  distance,  and  have  audi  posting 
and  sending  facilities.  The  receipt  of  the  Comic  cuts  in 
three  or  four  days  actually  enchanted  me.  Altogether,  in 
spite  of  illness,  I  have  done  more  this  year.  I  feel  I  only 
want  health  to  do  alL  I  do  not  lose  time  when  I  am  well, 
and  am  become,  I  think,  much  more  of  a  man  of  buainesB 
than  many  would  give  me  credit  for. 

Now  for  your  main  subject ;  I  wish  with  you,  we  could 
talk  it  over  instead  of  writing.  There  are  so  many  points  I 
should  like  to  know  something  about.  Such  an  idea  as  a 
periodical  would  have  been  impossible  at  Coblenz  to  entertain 
for  a  moment.  Indeed  some  months  back  I  should  at  once 
have  rejected  the  notion  from  sheer  mistrust  of  my  health. 
But  I  have  now  more  hardihood  on  that  score,  and  shall 
turn  it  well  over  in  my  mind.  I  haye  no  doubt  in  the  world 
that  such  a  thing  well  done  would  pay  handsomely,  but  I  do 
not  yet  see  my  way  clear.  For  instance,  it  is  hardly  pos- 
sible for  the  first  of  January,  seeing  that  the  Comic  and  the 
German  book  have  to  be  done.  Then  there  must  be  two 
numbers  of  the  new  work,  for  I  would  not  start  without  a 
reserve  in  case  of  accidents,  or  the  whole  craft  would  be 
swamped  in  the  launching.  Moreover,  the  idea  is  yet  to 
seek,  as  much,  indeed  all,  would  depend  on  the  happiness 
of  that.  There  is  no  end  of  uphill  in  working  with  a  bad 
soil  Now  I  am  not  damping,  but  one  must  look  at  the 
probabilities  and  possibihties,  and  count  chances.  As  for 
coming  often  before  the  public, — ^as  I  mean  to  do  that  any- 
how, it  goes  for  nothing.  Nor  am  I  afraid  of  its  running 
the  Comic  dry,  fragmentary  writing  being  so  different,  that 
what  is  available  for  one  will  not  do  for  the  other.  So  I 
shall  seriously  keep  my  eye  on  it,  in  the  hope  of  some  lucky 
thought  for  a  title  and  plan.  Such  an  inspiration  would 
decide  me  at  once  perhaps.     In  such  a  cm»  'w^  must  have  a 
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oonsultation  somehow,  as  writiDg  not  only  is  nnsatisfactory, 
but  takes  up  so  much  time. 

Please  God  I  be  well  the  year  next  ensuing,  the  Comic  will 
take  up  but  one  quarter  of  my  time,  and  I  must  have  some 
work  cut  out  for  the  rest.  I  fancy  the  &bles  for  one  thing, 
but  that  would  be  light.  I  do  not  think  I  fall  off,  and  have 
no  misgivings  about  over-writing  myself;  one  cannot  do  too 
much  if  it  be  well  done ;  and  I  never  care  to  turn  out  any- 
thing that  does  not  please  myself.  I  hear  a  demon  whisper 
—I  hope  no  lying  one — I  can  do  better  yet,  or  as  good  as 
ever,  and  more  of  it;  so  let's  look  for  the  best  Nobody 
ever  died  the  sooner  for  hoping.  I  do  not  know  that  I  can 
say  more  on  the  subject ;  it  miut  be  vague  as  yet.  Of  course, 
January  is  the  most  important;  but  if  it  cannot  be  done,  I 
have  no  doubt  of  February,  health  being  granted.  But  I 
would  a  thousand  times  rather  talk  over  all  these  things 
instead  of  writing  of  them.  I  am  glad  to  get  rid  of  the  pen 
and  ink  if  I  can,  out  of  school-hours,  and  there  is  a  sort  of 
^irit  and  freshness  about  viva  voce  that  on  all  joint  affairs  is 
much  more  invigorating  than  scribbling. 

And  now,  my  dear  fellow,  I  must  close,  for  I  am  so  tired  I 
shan't  add  anything  but  Good  night 

Yours  ever, 

T.  Hood. 


21«e  November,  1887. 
My  dear  Wright, 

In  a  hasty  note  to  B ,  I  made  an  angry  piece 

of  work,  which  yours  received  to-day  does  not  serve  to  un- 
pick.    I  complained  that,  for  want  of  reporting  progress,  I 
was  at  a  loss  to  adjust  my  matter  to  the  ^u.\&^  OiSid  V^^WM. 
the  Avit 
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Had  I  known  that  the  ''Song  f^m  the  Polish**  and 

''  Hints  to  the  Horticultural "  made  some  twenty-two  ptges 
instead  of  sixteen  (as  I  reckoned  by  guees),  I  should  hardly 
have  written  two  unnecessary  articles. 

They  were,  in  fact,  the  drop  too  muoh  that  oyerbrims  the 
cup.  But  for  them  I  should  have  oome  in  fresh;  but 
through  those,  and,  above  all,  the  neryousness  of  not  eyen 
knowing  if  the  two  articles  before  had  been  reoeivedy  I  half 
killed  Jane  and  half  killed  myself  (equal  to  one  whole 
murder)  by  sitting  up  all  Saturday  night,  whereby  I  was  so 
dead  beat  that  I  could  not  even  write  the  one  paragraph 
wanted  for  preface,  whereby  five  days  are  lost. 

I  suppose  there  was  a  gale  at  Dover,  for  what  you  had  on 
Saturday  ought  to  have  reached  on  Friday.  I  guessed  the 
''  Hit  or  Miss "  well  enough,  as  I  can  count  the  lines  in  a 
poem,  but  prose  beats  me,  haying  to  write  it  in  a  small 
hand  unusual  to  me. 

Of  course  my  sending  a  short  quantity  would  cause  a  fieital 
delay,  and  I  was  hardly  convinced  even  with  the  two  super- 
fluities that  I  had  done  enough.  It  is  a  nervous  situation 
to  be  in,  and  I  do  not  think  you  allow  enough  for  the  very 
shaky  state  of  health  that  aggravates  it.  I  am  getting 
over  it  by  degrees ;  but  at  times  it  makes  me  powerless  quite. 
It  is  physical,  and  no  effort  of  mind  can  overcome  it — I 
could  not  have  written  the  end  of  preface  to  save  my  life. 
Indeed,  Sunday  I  was  alarmed,  and  expected  an  attack. 

I  am  rather  vexed  the  "  Concert "  will  not  be  in  as  I  like 
it  I  think  such  short  things  are  good  for  the  book.  Had 
it  been  in  the  palmy  days  of  the  "  Comic^"  I  should  have 
given  an  extra  half  sheet;  but  now  I  can't  afford  anything 
of  the  kind.  However,  I  am  not  sorry  to  have  two  articles 
to  the  fore.  Should  the  re-issue  be  decided  on,  the 
'^Concert  "  will  do  for  the  first  numbeT,  w\lVi  ^  i^toba  article 
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I  hftTO  partly  executed.  I  think  it  is  a  yery  likely  spec, 
and  the  best  that  can  be  done  under  circumstances.  There 
is  a  tarnation  powerful  large  class,  who  can  and  would  give 
one  shilling  a  month,  and  cannot  put  down  twelve  shillings 
at  once  for  a  booL  I  know  /  can't,  and  you  would 
hesitate  too. 

You  will  understand  **  Potent,  Grave,  and  Reverend 
Signers'*  to  face  the  opening  of  preface,  as  if  addressiug 
them. 

Take  care  of  your  cough  lest  you  go  to  Coughy-pot,  as  I 
said  before;  but  I  did  not  say  before  that  nobody  is  so 
likely  as  a  wood  engraver  to  cut  his  stick. 

It  is  only  fair  as  I  have  abused  you  that  I  should  thank 
you  for  seeing  the  "  Comic "  through  the  press  at  all.  I 
forgive  all  your  errors  beforehand,  as  I  know  mistakes  will 
happen.  Pray  accept,  then,  my  sincere  and  earnest  thanks 
for  the  more  than  usual  trouble  I  fear  I  have  given  you,  for 
I  could  not  guide  you  much  in  the  cut-placing.  God 
bless  you. 

Yours,  dear  Wright, 

Ever  truly, 

Thos.  Hood. 


89,  Bin  Loiroui,  Osthtdi,  2nd  December,  1837. 

My  dear  Doctor, 

I  have  several  times  been  on  the  point  of  writing 
to  you ;  but  firstly  came  a  resolution  to  try  first  the  effect 
of  the  place  on  me;  secondly,  the  Dilkes;  and,  thirdly,  the 
^'Comia"  Indeed,  an  unfinished  letter  is  beside  me,  for 
(some  time  back)  there  seemed  to  be  a  change  in  the  «£^^ 
of  mj  case,  to  which  I  can  now  speak  mot^  di^v^^l* 


228  MEMORIALS  OF  THOMAS  HOOD. 

seeing.     Perhaps  we  may  get  together  to  one  or  two  of  them, 
as  the  communication  is  easy. 

Bring  with  you  such  of  the  German  cuts  as  are  engraved, 
and  arrange  for  as  long  a  stay  as  you  can,  as  it  will  do  me 
good  to  converse  a  little  about  old  times.  The  first  news  we 
had  on  arrival  here  wds  of  the  King^s  death,  a  kind  old 
friend  of  mine.  I  do  not  mourn  for  him  visibly^  for  it  is  too 
hot  for  blacks ;  and  the  English  here,  who  are  all  blacked  at 
top,  or  bottom,  or  in  the  middle,  no  doubt  take  me  for  an 
extreme  Tory  or  Radical  The  King  and  Queen  of  Belgium 
come  here  in  a  fortnight ;  so  that  I  shall  be  the  neighbour 
of  royalty,  as  they  will  live  in  our  street,  only  three  or  four 
doors  off.  I  am  rather  tired  from  writing  at  length  to  Elliot ; 
and,  moreover,  feeling  you  are  to  come  soon,  I  do  not  care 
to  pen  what  I  would  rather  say  personally.  So,  with  kind 
regards  to  Mrs.  W.,  in  which,  with  love  to  yourself  and  the 
boys,  Jane  and  Fanny  join,  not  forgetting  my  godson  in 
particular. 

I  am>  dear  W.^ 

Yours  ever  truly, 

Thos.  Hood. 

Tom,*  whom  I  have  told  of  your  hand,  expects  you,  and 
even  anticipates  your  appearance.  Ton  would  laugh  to  see 
him  walk  with  one  ami  trussed  lip  like  a  fowl's  wing,  as  he 
expects  to  see  you. 

*  ThiB  is  an  alluBion  to  an  accident  which  happened  to  Mr.  Wright'a 
hand  while  he  was  out  shooting. — ^T.  H. 
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89,  Rni  Lovaui,  Ostxkd,  l^ih  July,  1887. 

My  dear  Wright, 

»  *  *  * 

We  find  ourselves  veiy  comfortably  settled  now. 
If  you  come  there  is  a  spare  bed  for  you,  and  another  for 
the  Dilkes ;  so  that  if  you  should  come  together  there  is 
room  for  all.  I  am  lookiug  anxiously  for  your  coming,  as  I 
think  it  would  do  me  good,  and  give  me  spirits  to  finish  off 
in  style  the  books  for  this  year.  There  are  four  mail  packets 
come  every  week,  and  one  Company's  steamer.  We  have 
hsui  famous  weather,  not  one  imfair  day  since  we  came  ;  but 
if  you  prefer  bsui  weather  you  can  wait  for  it,  though  I  think 
it  will  be  late  this  year. 

I  cannot  make  up  my  mind  to  write  any  particulars  to 
you,  as  I  look  forward  to  the  pleasure  of  telling  them.  I 
get  the  "Athenseum"  regularly  here  on  the  Wednesday; 
and  have  been  introduced  to  two  people  here,  Colley  Grattan 
and — but  the  other  I  will  show  you,  and  then  surprise  you 
with  his  name. 

I  wish  I  could  end  here  without  having  worse  news ;  but 
our  debut  here  has  not  been  in  all  respects  lucky.  Poor 
Jane  has  had  a  terrible  sore  throat,  so  much  so,  that  I  was 
obliged  to  call  in  a  doctor;  who  gave  her  two  grains  of 
calomel  only,  but  which  seemed  to  revive  all  she  had  taken 
in  her  former  illness,  and  in  consequence  she  had  her  mouth 
in  a  dreadful  state.  A  warm  bath  will  carry  this  off,  and 
we  have  one  within  a  door  or  two;  but  she  has  had  a 
relapse  with  her  throat,  probably  from  coming  down  too 
soon.  I  am  assured  it  is  not  an  affection  belonging  to  the 
place,  which  they  say  is  very  healthy,  and.  \]bkft  "^fe«^^  Vs^^ 
fa    Omttan  boB  been  here  Bome  yeAx%,  wcidi  v^«»^^^^ 
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it  too.  Poor  Tom  has  had  a  most  seTere  pinch  with  the 
street  door,  and  has  lost  the  nail  of  his  finger;  but  let's  hope 
this  is  all  the  footing  we  have  to  pay  here. 

And  now,  my  good  fellow,  oome  as  soon  and  stay  as  long 
as  you  can ;  and  tell  B— —  not  to  make  me  quite  such  an 
Exile  of  HtarifC,  And  mind  do  not  write  to  me  any  of  your 
poite  retftante,  but  to  the  address  at  the  head  of  this.  It  will 
save  postage  if  you  bring  your  next  yourself.  I  cannot  help 
thinking  that  perhaps,  as  the  French  say,  you  are  here  next 
Saturday,  in  which  hope  I  sign  and  resi^  myself,  dear 
Wright, 

Tours  very  truly, 

Thomas  Hood. 

I  am  contemplating  an  ode  to  Queen  Victoria  for  the 
**  AthenaeunL"  You  may  tell  Dilke  I  think  Janin*s  last 
paper  a  capital  example  of  political  criticism.  I  own  I  am 
curious  to  see  T.  Tegg's  "  Remarks  on  Copyright ;  *'  so  don't 
foi^t  it.  Pray  poke  up  Dilke ;  and  should  he  have  any 
qualms  about  coming,  scrunch  them  in  the  shell !  You 
would  do  me  a  world  of  good  among  you ;  and  I  have  never 
had  a  palaver  with  him  yet  And  it  would  not  hurt  him. 
Besides,  he  went  to  Margate  some  summers  back,  and  it 
^ ain't  to  compare"  with  this  for  selectness  and  sea.  I 
suppose,  and  hope,  he  is  tolerably  well  Unless  70U  oome 
soon,  let  me  have  a  bulletin,  rather  dearer  than  those  about 
the  King.  Why  can't  the  Queen  make  me  Consul  here  f  I 
don't  want  to  turn  anybody  out,  but  can't  there  be  nothing- 
to-do  enough  for  two!  The  King  and  Queen  of  Belgium 
are  coming  here.  I  rather  think  the  Dilkes,  who  are  very 
fashionable,  are  hanging  back  till  they  hear  the  Court  is 
Iiere,  whjch  makes  Jane  and  me  jealous.  Mrs.  Dilke  need 
not  bring  a  bit  of  soap  with  her,  aa  tVicy  iiatt  \\.  \l«c%\  vi  it 
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quite  a  treat  to  see  the  clean  faces  and  handa  I  eoidd  kiaB 
the  children  here  about  the  streets — and  the  maids  too.  I 
think  the  Carman  men  kiss  each  other  so  becauBOy  thanks  to 
dirt,  there  is  no  fcdr  iex  there.  Flemish  contains  many 
words  quite  English  to  the  eye.  Over  ihe  taverns  here,  you 
see  *'  Hier  verkoopt  Man  DranJk"  As  we  entered  here,  just 
under  the  words  "  man  drank,"  sat  a  fellow  with  a  tremen- 
dous black  eye,  quite  as  if  on  purpose  to  prove  the  text  by 
illustration.  But  I  am  forestalling  our  gossip,  so  good-bye. 
Pray  attend  to  the  business  part  of  this  letter,  and  do  not 
neglect  the  pleasure  part  either. 

Pray  congratulate  Moxon  for  me  on  having  an  article  on 
his  sonnets  in  the  '*  Quarterly,*'  where  I  never  had  a  line 
though  I  write  odes ! 

89,  Rub  Lonovb,  Ostend^  Saturday,  10th  Stpi.,  1887. 

My  dear  Wright, 

I  received  yours  this  afternoon.  Your  accoimt  of 
your  brother's  family,  and  still  more  of  the  funeral,  is  very 
gratifying,  and  contains  all  the  comfort  that  one  could  have 
under  such  affliction:  it  must  have  soothed  your  feelings 
very  much  to  witness  such  an  unusual  demonstration.  A 
man  is  not  all  lost  who  leaves  such  a  memory  behind  him. 
I  am  heartily  glad  your  reflections  have  such  a  scene  to  rest 
upon,  connected  with  him,  to  set-off  against  some  of  the 
bitterness  of  the  deprivation. 

You  may  be  at  ease  about  me,  my  health  has  not  delayed 
the  Comic ;  but  I  was  so  forward  with  the  cuts,  I  thought  it 
worth  while  to  wait  to  send  them  all  at  once  instead  of  by 
detachments  ;  and  accordingly  I  shall  despatch  them  to  you 
next  week.  What  a  comfort  to  think  that  they  will  not 
have  to  be  six  weeks  on  the  way  I  It  makea  «w  ^«s^  ^\^i^t- 
eno9.    I  except  the  £rontiq[>ieoe.    Did  1  XLudfit^XAaA  ^<^xk  '^^cia^ 
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Harvey  would  do  onel  BBi  pencB  it  iratih 
ther«  may  be  Bomething  aitiat-like ;  but  If  any  dodbt  of 
delay  say  bo  at  oDce,  as  I  ahonld  in  that  eaae  prelbr  liHtAtng 
one  off  myself.  I  do  not  know  of  anything  WKm  we  wast 
per  paroel,  unless  you  have  a  apare  oopj  of  tha  ^TiMmr 
Menagerie.**  Do  not  fi»got  two  or  thvee  oo^«  of  *  Bogtba 
Aram  **  unbound,  one  or  two  of  hat  Oomia  But  yon  had 
better  see  the  Dilkes^  tor  wa  have  atvong  hapm  dl  thdr 
ooming  out,  and  they  would  pvhapa  bring  what  wa  want 

Don't  think  of  any  beer,  wa  gat  good  Imto  now.  no 
poem  in  the  "  Athennum  **  about  Ortand  oonfinnad  na  in 
our  hopes.  I  suspect  it  ia  written  by  Sir  CSiaika  Hocgan 
(Lady  Morgan's  hub.X  who  haa  haaid  them  talking  of  It  I 
wisli  they  may  come^  as  there  ia  a  ohanea  now  of  their  OD- 
joying  themselves ;  and  I  ahonld  like  to  talk  over  Gennaa 
matters  with  him. 

*  *  *  For  my  part  I  say  haqg  party  I  Thefowantaa 
true  cauntiy  party  to  hMk  aingfy  to  tha  good  of  Eii|^and— 
retrench  and  economise^  rednoa  tazes^  and  maka  It  poarifala 
to  live  as  cheap  at  bona  aa  abroad.  Tktn  would  ba 
patriotism,  instead  of  a  mora  atrugg^  of  Ina  and  Onta  Ibr 
place  and  pelf.  Common  aenaa  iwmnii  the  great  deaidienitom 
for  governors,  whether  of  kingdoms  or  fiunily.  I  aoapaot  tha 
principles  that  ought  to  guide  a  private  hxaOj  would  bear  a 
pretty  dose  Application  to  the  great  paUio  one  ;  their  evila 
are  much  of  the  same  nature— extravagance^  Inzniy,  debl^  *a 
Thanks  for  your  recipe^  I  may  tiy  it  aomedi^^,  but  I  am  ahy 
of  stimuli.  I  do  not  aulfer  either  under  fewaeos  of  spirita; 
now  and  tlien  1  feel  jaded  rather,  and  indulge  peribapa  twiea 
in  a  week  in  a  single  f^aas  of  ahany :  n^  appetite  ia  battv 
than  it  used  to  be.  I  alwaya  eat  breakfi«t  now;  ao  If  I  en 
but  conquer  the  lung-tottoh»  or  whataiar  it  1^  I  ahafl  da  I 
ihmk  I  hMre  got  a  fiur  aet  of  Qnla»  «tti  knn%  wmm  ^mA 
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stories  for  the  text  of  the  Comic;  so  that  I  am  going  on 
quite  ''  as  well  as  might  be  expected.'^ 

Are  the  other  German  cuts  done  1  I  have  a  hint  to  give 
you  about  the  cutting  the  Comic, — not  to  out  away  my 
blacks  too  much,  as  they  giye  effect  I  am  not  sure  whether 
some  of  the  German  cuts  do  not  want  black,  but  perhaps 
they  print  up  more.  I  am  so  pleased  with  your  ideas  of  the 
fables,  I  think  I  shall  do  them  next  after  the  German  book, 
with  nice  little  illustrations. 

Jane  is  getting  dozy,  and  so  am  I,  for  it  is  twelve  o'clock ; 
BO  I  must  shut  up.  Tom  is  very  well,  and  talks  of  ''  Mr. 
Light  and  Jim  Co."  Oysters  are  in  here;  that  is  to  say, 
they  send  every  one  of  them  up  to  Brussels  I  think  I'll 
petition  the  King  about  it  My  swallow  seems  disposed  to 
migrate  on  that  account  to  the  capital. 

Hang  their  shelfishness  !  confound  their  grottoes !  I  own 
I  did  look  forward  to  the  natives,  but  one  cannot  have  every- 
thing in  this  world.  As  the  'prentices  say,  ''  I*m  worry  con- 
tent with  my  wittles  in  this  here  place ! "  Our  kindest 
remembrances  to  yourself  and  aU  yours.     God  bless  you. 

My  dear  Wright, 

Yours  ever  truly, 

Thos.  Hood. 

89,  Bui  Lonani,  16th  October,  1887^ 

Mt  dsar  Wright, 

According  to  promise  to  B        ,  I  sit  down  to  write 

to  you  to  day. 

*  *  *  • 

On  the  subject  of  my  health,  I  feel  somewhat  easier,  as  It 
seems  to  give  me  better  eventual  hope.  God  knows  1  It  has 
been  a  great  comfort  to  me,  and  gone  soiii«^\i%X*  W^vt^  ^ 
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cure,  to  feel  myself  within  distance,  and  haTe  midi  posting 
and  sending  facilities.  The  receipt  of  the  Comic  cuts  in 
three  or  four  days  actually  enchanted  me.  Altogether,  in 
spite  of  illness,  I  have  done  more  this  year.  I  feel  I  only 
want  health  to  do  all.  I  do  not  lose  time  when  I  am  well, 
and  am  become,  I  think,  mudi  more  of  a  man  of  busineas 
than  many  would  give  me  credit  for. 

Now  for  your  main  subject ;  I  wish  with  yon,  we  could 
talk  it  over  instead  of  writing.  There  are  so  many  points  I 
should  like  to  know  something  about  Such  an  idea  as  a 
periodical  would  have  been  impossible  at  Coblens  to  entertain 
for  a  moment.  Indeed  some  months  back  I  should  at  once 
have  rejected  the  notion  from  sheer  mistrust  of  my  health. 
But  I  have  now  more  hanUhood  on  that  score,  and  shall 
turn  it  well  over  in  my  mind.  I  have  no  doubt  in  the  world 
that  such  a  thing  well  done  would  pay  handsomely,  but  I  do 
not  yet  see  my  way  dear.  For  instance,  it  is  hardly  pos- 
sible for  the  first  of  January,  seeing  that  the  Comic  and  the 
German  book  have  to  be  done.  Then  there  must  be  two 
numbers  of  the  new  work,  for  I  would  not  start  without  a 
reserve  in  case  of  accidents,  or  the  whole  craft  would  be 
swamped  in  the  launching.  Moreover,  the  idea  is  yet  to 
seek,  as  much,  indeed  all,  would  depend  on  the  happiness 
of  that.  There  is  no  end  of  uphill  in  working  with  a  bad 
soil  Now  I  am  not  damping,  but  one  must  look  at  the 
probabilities  and  possibihties,  and  count  chancer  As  for 
coming  often  before  the  pubHc^ — as  I  mean  to  do  that  any- 
how, it  goes  for  nothing.  Nor  am  I  afraid  of  its  running 
the  Comic  dry,  fragmentary  writing  being  so  different,  that 
what  is  available  for  one  will  not  do  for  the  other.  So  I 
shall  seriously  keep  my  eye  on  it,  in  the  hope  of  some  lucky 
thought  for  a  title  and  plan.  Such  an  inspiration  would 
decide  me  At  once  perhaps.     In  such  a  case  we  must  have  a 
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oonBultation  somehow,  as  writing  not  only  is  nnsatisflEiotorj, 
but  takes  up  so  much  time. 

Please  God  I  be  well  the  year  next  ensuing,  the  Comic  will 
take  up  but  one  quarter  of  my  time,  and  I  must  have  some 
work  cut  out  for  the  rest  I  fancy  the  fables  for  one  thing, 
but  that  would  be  light.  I  do  not  think  I  fall  off,  and  have 
no  misgivings  about  over-writing  myself;  one  cannot  do  too 
much  if  it  be  well  done ;  and  I  never  care  to  turn  out  any- 
thing that  does  not  please  myself.  I  hear  a  demon  whisper 
—I  hope  no  lying  one — I  can  do  better  yet,  or  as  good  as 
ever,  and  more  of  it;  so  let's  look  for  the  best  Nobody 
ever  died  the  sooner  for  hoping.  I  do  not  know  that  I  can 
say  more  on  the  subject ;  it  mugt  be  vague  as  yet  Of  course, 
January  is  the  most  important;  but  if  it  cannot  be  done,  I 
have  no  doubt  of  February,  health  being  granted.  But  I 
would  a  thousand  times  rather  talk  over  all  these  things 
instead  of  writing  of  them.  I  am  glad  to  get  rid  of  the  pen 
and  ink  if  I  can,  out  of  school-hours,  and  there  is  a  sort  of 
spirit  and  freshness  about  vitfa  voce  that  on  all  joint  affairs  is 
much  more  invigorating  than  scribbling. 

And  now,  my  dear  fellow,  I  must  close,  for  I  am  so  tired  I 
riian't  add  anything  but  Good  night 

Yours  ever, 

T.  Hood. 


21tt  November,  1887. 

My  dear  Wright, 

In  a  hasty  note  to  B ^  I  made  an  angry  piece 

of  work,  which  yours  received  to-day  does  not  serve  to  un- 
pick. I  complained  that,  for  want  of  reporting  progress,  I 
was  at  a  loss  to  adjust  my  matter  to  the  finis,  and  behold 
the  fmit 
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Had  I  known  that  tte  ^Bcfog  flpom  tlM  Folidi*'  and 

'^  Hints  to  the  Hortiooltiinl  **  made  aoma  tW8nty*two  pigw 
instead  of  sixteen  (as  I  reokoned  bj  guMa^  I  aboold  liardfy 
have  written  two  unneoeaaary  artiolaai 

They  were,  in  fiftct,  the  drop  too  niiidli  that  awitima  the 
oup.  But  for  them  I  ahonld  have  oome  in  fteah;  bat 
through  those,  and,  abo?e  aQ,  the  nerrouaiMaa  of  not  efen 
knowing  if  the  two  artioka  befSnra  had  beeo  leoaived,  I  half 
killed  Jane  and  half  killed  myaelf  (equal  to  one  whole 
murder)  by  sitting  up  ott  Saturday  nighty  whareby  I  waa  ao 
dead  beat  that  I  could  not  eren  write  the  one  paiagn^h 
wanted  for  preface,  whereby  five  daya  aie  kat 

I  suppose  there  waa  a  gale  at  DoTer,  for  what  you  had  on 
Saturday  ought  to  have  reached  on  Friday.  I  gueaaed  the 
''Hit  or  Miss"  well  enough  aa  I  can  count  the  Imea  in  a 
poem,  but  prose  beata  me,  having  to  write  it  in  a  email 
hand  unusual  to  me. 

Of  course  my  sending  a  abort  quantity  would  cauae  a  llital 
delay,  and  I  wixs  hardly  convinced  even  with  the  two  auper- 
fluities  that  I  had  done  enough.  It  ia  a  nervoua  aituation 
to  be  in,  and  I  do  not  think  you  allow  enough  for  the  veiy 
shaky  state  of  health  th|it  aggravatee  it  I  am  getting 
over  it  by  degrees;  but  at  times  it  makes  me  powerku  quite. 
It  is  physical,  and  no  effort  of  mind  can  overcome  it — ^I 
could  not  have  written  the  end  of  preface  to  save  my  lifti 
Indeed,  Sunday  I  waa  alarmed,  and  expected  an  attack. 

I  am  rather  vexed  the  ''Concert"  will  not  be  in  aa  I  like 
it  I  think  such  short  things  are  good  for  the  book.  Had 
it  been  in  the  palmy  daya  of  the  ^  Comic^"  I  ahould  have 
given  an  extra  half  sheet;  but  now  I  can't  afford  anythipg 
of  the  kind.  However,  I  am  not  aony  to  have  two  artidea 
to  the  fora  Should  the  re-iasue  be  decided  on,  the 
^Concert "  will  do  tot  the  fiiat  number,  with  a  proee  artide 


MEMORIALS  OF  THOMAS  HOOD.  287 

I  haTe  partly  executed.  I  think  it  is  a  very  likely  spec, 
and  the  best  that  can  be  done  under  circumBtances.  There 
is  a  tarnation  powerful  large  class,  who  can  and  would  give 
one  shilling  a  month,  and  cannot  put  down  twelve  shillings 
at  once  for  a  booL  I  know  /  can't,  and  you  would 
hesitate  too. 

Tou  will  understand  ^  Potent,  Grave,  and  Reverend 
Signors"  to  face  the  opening  of  preface,  as  if  addressing 
them. 

Take  care  of  your  cough  lest  you  go  to  Coughy-pot,  as  I 
said  before;  but  I  did  not  say  before  that  nobody  is  so 
likely  as  a  wood  engraver  to  cut  his  stick. 

It  is  only  fair  as  I  have  abused  you  that  I  should  thank 
you  for  seeing  the  ^'  Comic  **  through  the  press  at  all  I 
forgive  all  your  errors  beforehand,  as  I  know  mistakes  will 
happen.  Pray  accept,  then,  my  sincere  and  earnest  thanks 
for  the  more  than  usual  trouble  I  fear  I  have  given  you,  for 
I  could  not  guide  you  much  in  the  cut-placing.  God 
bless  you. 

Yours,  dear  Wright, 

Ever  truly, 

Thos.  Hood. 


89,  Bvi  Lovani,  Osthtdi,  2nd  JDecember,  1837. 

Mt  dear  Doctor, 

I  have  several  times  been  on  the  point  of  writing 
to  you  ;  but  firstly  came  a  resolution  to  try  first  the  effect 
of  the  place  on  me;  secondly,  the  Dilkes;  and,  thirdly,  the 
''ComicL*'  Indeed,  an  imfinished  letter  is  beside  me,  for 
(some  time  back)  there  seemed  to  be  a  change  in  the  aspect 
of  my  case>  to  which  I  can  now  speak  more  &ftd^ed\^« 
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I  have  done  the  "  Comio  "  with  an  ease  to  mymii  I  omnt 

remember  before. 

We  are  also  very  oomfortable  here.  Vwanj  ii  qoita 
improved  iu  health,  getting  flesh  and  colour,  and  Tom  ia 
health  itsel£  Mrs.  Hood,  tooy  fattens,  and  looks  weU.  I 
have  got  through  more  this  year  than  since  I  haye  been 
abroad.  I  wrote  three  letters  some  months  ago  in  the 
"  Athenaeum "  on  Copyright,  which  made  some  stir,  and  I 
have  written  for  a  sporting  annual  of  B  *s.  Also  in 
January  I  am  going  to  bring  out  a  chei^  re-issue  of  the 
*^  Comic "  from  the  beginnings  so  that  my  head  and  hands 
are  full.  1  know  it  is  rather  against  my  complaint,  this 
sedentary  profession;  but  in  winter  one  must  stay  in  a  good 
deal,  and  I  take  what  relaxation  I  can;  and,  finally,  ''necea- 
sitas  non  habet  leges."  I  am,  notwithstanding,  in  good 
heart  and  spirits.  But  who  would  think  of  such  a  creaking; 
croaking,  blood-spitting  wretch  being  the  "Comic I"  At 
this  moment  there  is  an  artist  on  the  sea  on  his  way  to 

come  and  take  a  portrait  of  me  for  B ,  which  I  believe 

is  to  be  in  the  Exhibition;  but  he  must  flatter  me,  or  they 
will  take  the  whole  thing  for  a  practical  joke.  Of  course  I 
look  rather  sentimentally  pale  and  thin  than  otherwise  just 
at  present.  I  must  take  a  little  wine  outside  to  give  me  a 
colour.  I  have  a  little  very  pure  light  French  wine,  toithout 
brandy,  which  I  take  occasionally.  I  got  it  through  Black- 
wood, but  do  not  drink  a  bottle  a  week  of  it — certainly  not 
more.  One  great  proof  of  its  being  genuine  is,  that  it 
is  equally  good  the  second  day  as  when  first  opened.  French 
wine  is  cheap  here;  it  only  costs  me,  bottles  and  aU,  under 
fourteen  pence  per  bottle. 

We  had  an  agreeable  fillip  with  a  visit  from  the  Dilkes; 

accompanied  by  his  brother-in-law  and  sister,  who  have  a 

relation  at  Bnigea,     It  put  us  qnite  in  heart  and  spirits,  for 
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we  are  almost  as  badly  off  here  as  in  Germany  for  society. 
Not  but  that  there  are  plenty  of  English — but  such  English 
— broken  English  and  bad  English — scoundrelly  English! 

There  is  also  a  possibility  of  seeing  an  English  book  now 
and  then.  Nay,  there  is  a  minor  circulating  library  two 
doors  off,  but  Jane  and  I  had  such  reading  appetites,  we  got 
through  the  whole  stock  in  a  month,  and  now  must  be 
content  with  a  work  now  and  then — say  once  a  month.  But 
we  go  on  rery  smoothly  and  as  contentedly  as  we  can  be 
abroad.  Almost  every  Fleming  speaks  English  more  or  less, 
and  our  lodgings  are  really  rery  convenient,  and  our  land- 
lord and  lady  very  pleasant  people. 

He  is  not  an  old  man;  but  was  a  soldier,  and  marched  to 
Berlin,  and  he  is  a  carpenter  by  trade,  but  paints,  glazes, 
and  is  a  Jack  of  all  trades.  I  have  in  my  own  little  room  a 
chamber  organ,  and  I  discovered  the  other  day  that  he  had 
made  it  himself,  and  he  quite  amuses  me  with  his  alterations, 
contrivances,  and  embellishments  of  the  premises.  He  dotes 
too,  on  children ;  and  Tom  is  very  fond  of  him,  and  of  his 
wife,  too,  but  declares  he  will  not  dance  any  more  with 
Madame,  because  ''she  fell  down  with  him  in  the  gutter, 
and  kicked  up  her  heels." 

He  gets  a  very  funny  boy  with  a  strange  graphic  faculty, 
whether  by  a  pencil  or  by  his  own  attitudes  and  gestures,  of 
representing  what  he  sees.  I  have  seen  boys  six  years  old, 
untaught,  with  not  so  much  notion  of  drawing,  and  he  does 
it  in  a  dashing  off-hand  style,  that  is  quite  comical.  His 
temper  also  is  excellent,  and  he  is  very  affectionate,  so  that 
he  is  a  great  darling  Fanny  goes  to  a  day-school,  and  ia 
getting  on  in  French,  and  improving  much.  So  that  I  only 
want  health  at  present  to  be  very  comfortable,  and  for  the 
time  being  I  am  better  where  I  am  than  in  London.  I  have 
as  mnch  cut  out  for  me  as  I  can  do;  and  sim  ci^\^\.\!kSt^.^^!Ck\ 
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beyond  temptation  of  society  and  late  houi%  liying  well 
and  cheaply  to  boot  I  seem  in  a  fair  way  of  Burviying  all 
the  old  annuals — most  of  them  are  gone  to  pot.  My  sale  is 
nothing  like  the  first  yearns,  but  for  the  last  three  or  four 
it  has  been  steady,  and  not  declined  a  copy,  which  is  some- 
thing.    The  re-issue  promises  welL 

If  I  were  but  to  put  into  a  novel  what  passes  here^  what 
an  outrageous  work  it  would  seem  I 

This  little  Ostend  is  as  full  of  party  and  mancBUYring  as 
the  great  City  itself— or  more  in  proportion.  I  verily 
believe  we  have  two  or  three  duels  per  month.  There  have 
been  not  a  few  about  the  minister  at  the  Church — both 
parties  having  a  man  to  support — and  one  gentleman 
actually  fought  three  duels  on  the  question.  Some  of  us 
are  very  dashing,  too;  but  it  is  a  very  hollow  Ostend-tcUion. 
But  I  like  the  natives,  they  are  civil  and  obliging,  and  not 
malicious,  like  the  Rhinelanders.  The  English  benefit  them 
very  much,  and  they  seem  in  return  to  try  and  suit  i^em. 
Indeed,  the  prevalence  of  speaking  English  amongst  the  very 
lower  class  does  them  credit,  and  reflects  disgrace  on  the 
"Intellectual  Germans"  of  the  Rhine,  who  do  not  even 
speak  French,  which  here  is  very  general  also.  I  believe 
this  to  be  a  very  prosperous,  happy,  and  well-governed 
coimtry. 

And  now  I  take  warning  to  close.  Jane  is  very  anxious 
to  explaiu  to  Mrs.  Elliot  that  she  has  not  been  im willing, 
but  unable  to  write.  I  have  written  you  but  a  stupid 
desultoiy  letter,  but  hope  you  will  get  the  Comic  about  the 
same  time,  and  that  it  may  prove  more  amusing. 

I  am  still  rather  languid,  and  have  had  to  write  besides 

on  business;  but  having  a  spare  hour  or  two,  and  something 

decided  to  say  on  my  health,  would  not  defer  longer.     I  am 

unfeignedly  glad  to  hear  of  your  professional  success^  and 
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also  find  from  Dilke's  report  that  I  have  to  congratulate  you 

on  your  brother's  connection  with  Mr.  C . 

Pray  give  our  kindest  regards  to  Mrs.  Elliot,  and  Fanny's 
love  and  Tom's,  which  is  always  overflowing  to  "Willie," 
and  God  bless  you  all  as  you  deserve. 

I  am,  my  dear  Doctor, 

Yours  ever  truly, 

Tho&  Hood. 


CHAPTER  VL 


1838. 

At  Ortend— Bliieai— "  Hood's  Own"— ^In.  Hood  to  Mn.  Dilke— Portrait 
Painted  by  Mr.  Lewia— Letten  to  Mr.  Wright,  lient.  De  Franck,  and 
Mr.  Dilke. 

I  INSERT  the  following  letter  from  my  mother  to  Mra  Dilke 
as  an  example  of  the  illness  and  harass  \mder  which  most  of 
my  father  B  works  were  completed. 

VOL,  X  \^ 
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89,  Bui  Lovoui,  O0T111D,  1V5l  24, 18SS. 

My  dear  Friend, 

I  write  a  few  linea^  for  I  am  sure  you  hare  all  been 
sadly  vexed  and  uneasy  at  the  last  aooount  I  sent  to  Wright, 
and  the  non-appearanbe  of  anything  for  ^  Hood*s  Own."  On 
the  Wednesday  morning  wq  sent  for  Dr.  B.,  in  hopes  that  he 
might  suggest  something  senrioeable.  All  Tuesday  Hood 
had  been  in  such  an  exhausted  state  he  was  obliged  to 
go  to  bed;  but  I  was  up  all  night,  ready  to  write  at  his 
dictation  if  he  felt  able;  but  it  was  so  utter  a  prostration  of 
strength,  that  he  could  fcarcely  speak,  much  less  use  his 
head  at  all.  The  doctor  said  it  was  extreme  exhaustion, 
from  the  cold  weather,  want  of  air  and  exercise,  acted  upon 
by  great  anxiety  of  mind  and  nervousness.  He  ordered  him 
poii,  wine,  or  said  he  might  safely  drink  a  bottle  of  Bordeaux, 
but  this  would  not  do;  and  the  shorter  the  time  became,  the 
more  nervous  he  was,  and  incapable  of  writing.  I  have  never 
seen  Hood  so  before;  and  his  distress  that  the  last  post  waa 
come  without  his  being  able  to  send,  was  dreadful  When  it 
was  all  over,  and  since,  I  have  done  ell  I  can  to  rouse  him 
from  vain  regrets,  and  to-day  he  is  better. 

I  will  not  attempt  to  describe  our  harass  and  fatigue  from 
days  of  anxiety,  and  nights  of  wakefulness  and  sitting  up. 

I  have  nothing  to  tell  you  new,  and  am,  with  love  to  all. 

Tours  affectionately, 

Jai7e  Hood. 

After  the  post  was  gone — and  the  pressure  therefore 
removed— my  father  secovered,  as  will  be  seen  in  the  fol- 
lowing letter. 
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89,  Kui  Loiravi,  FA,  28,  1888. 

Mt  dsab  Wright, 

The  books  per  Stewardess  arrived  in  port  Monday 
nighty  but  are  not  delivered  yet^  thanks  to  that  folly  the 
Carnival,  which  plagues  other  houses  besides  the  Customa 
In  Coblens  it  was  kept  up  by  the  tradesmen.  Here  it  is  the 
Saturnalia  of  the  lowest  class.  Neither  Qermans  nor  Flemings 
ought  to  Gamivalise — though  the  Germans  have  one  advan* 
tage.  I  have  heard  very  good  singing  in  parts  from  the 
common  people  about  Coblenz,  but  never  did  I  hear  such 
howling  and  croaking  as  here.  They  beat  our  ballad-singen 
in  London  all  to  sticks. 

Now  I  think  of  it,  was  there  ever  a  Flemish  cunger  of  any 
celebrity  f  I  do  not  recollect  one.  How  Rooke  would  enjoy 
^  Amalie's  "  popularity  in  Ostend  I  Shall  I  send  him  over  a 
Flemish  Rainer  Family  ?  It  would  be  at  least  a  novelty. 
Murphy  seems  done  up  lately;  but  his  very  style,  full  of  long 
mazy  sentences,  is  quackish,  and  seems  purposely  mystified. 
I  have  thought  of  two  cuts  for  him.  Low  Irish,  with  pots 
and  sacks,  looking  out  for  a  *'  shower  of  Murphy's/*  and 
"  the  prophet  a  little  out,'*  i.  e.  caught  in  a  shower  without 
his  umbrella.   I  think  he  doesn't  imderstand  the  Four  Laws. 

No  local  news,  only  another  bloodless  duel  at  Bruges.  I 
have  hopes  our  frost  has  gone — I  noted  some  wild  geese  yester- 
day going  back  to  the  "  nor'ard,"  and  every  one  of  them  is  a 
Murphy.  Give  my  kind  regards  to  everybody — ^I  can't  stop 
to  enumerate,  my  head  is  so  full  of  "  My  Own.*'  Take  care 
of  yourself^  and  when  you  dine,  don't  leave  ofif  hungzy — Cleave 
off  dry,  if  you  like.     I  am,  dear  Wright, 

Yours  very  truly, 
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In  this  spring  Mr.  Lewis  came  over  to  paint  the  picture 
which  forms  the  frontispiece  to  "  Hood's  Own."  The  like- 
ness was  an  excellent  one. 


OBTnrp,  AprU  5»  1888. 
Mt  dear  Wright, 

I  have  just  received  ''Hood's  Own,"  and  it  looks 
like  a  good  number.  The  outs  come  capitally,  including 
Scott's,  which  is  a  great  acquisition.  I  am  satisfied  in  print 
with  the  Elland  article  and  GrimaldL  I  had  partly  written 
some  verses  for  the  latter,  but  luckily  did  not  risk  going  on 
with  them,  or  all  might  have  hitched.  It  was  not  my  fault 
but  my  misfortune,  for  I  had  been  finishing  the  Elland  article 
all  night  in  bed,  and  was  copying  out  the  Murphy  when  the 
last  minute  arrived  for  the  mail.  I  did  afterwards  hope  you 
would  guess  the  case,  and  "take  the  very  bold,  daring, 
presumptuous  liberty,"  perhaps,  of  getting  the  ghost  off  the 
stage  as  you  could.  I  have  read  of  one,  that  would  not  go 
off,  being  hustled  away  by  the  performers.  But  bygones 
must  be  bygones;  it  might  have  been  worse.  There  are 
better  than  two  sheets  of  a  "  Comic  Annual."  I  was  shocked 
to  see   no  more   advertisements,  and  parodying  a  note  of 

B ^'s,  I  might  write  " I  am  not  the  mstn  to  say  Die** 

But,  by  the  Lord  Harry,  you  must  get  me  fresh  advertise- 
ments ;  tluit  will  give  me  fresh  vigour  to  work  on  the  letter- 
press and  cuts  !  By  the  way,  as  you  say,  the  notices  get 
very  frequent  and  favourable ;  they  ought  to  be  saved,  as  it 
might  be  advisable  to  print  them  some  day  in  an  advertise- 
ment, as  they  did  formerly  with  the  Athenceum.  A  thing 
that  gets-  frequent  and  favourable  notices  ought  to  move, 

if  properly  pushed.     Has  B done   anything  abroad? 

Brussels  is  particularly  full, — Paris, — America. — There  are 
plenty  of  English  to  buy  cheap  books,  and  with  so  many 
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cuts,  it  cannot  be  pirated.  I  do  not  think  the  field  has  been 
even  yet  properly  beaten,  and  a  one-shilling  book  is  the  rery 
thing  where  a  twelve-shillins;  one  would  not  do. 

For  the  next  Number,  I  propose  "  Hieroglyphical  Hints," 
— a  paper  on  the  dismissal  of  the  yeomanry  with  the  old 
"Unfavourable  Review,"  that  you  had  a  hand  in  turning 
into  a  libel  on  Mrs.  Somebody  and  her  close  carriage.  I  think 
of  writing  something  from  a  black  footman  on  the  Emancipa- 
tion question. 

*  *  *  •  • 

I  get  my  papers  very  irregularly.  For  instance,  I  have 
not  yet  had  last  Sunday's  *^  Dispatch."  This  is  bad,  and 
might  be  very  unfortunate,  as  in  the  charge  against  me  of 

plagiarism.     Pray  tell  B to  blow  up  that  **  d d  boy 

that  puts  papers  in  the  wrong  box/'  and  please  then  desire 
said  boy  to  row  his  master  for  sending  wrong  advertise- 
ments.    I  mention  this   for  B ^*s   sake,  as  well  as  my 

own,  because  he  must  be  badly  seconded  in  other  cases  as 
well  as  mine. 

I  am  quite  satisfied  and  pleased  with  your  arrangement 
of  No.  3,  and  only  regret,  my  good  fellow,  I  have  to  give 
you  so  much  extra  trouble.  Do  go  out  of  town  and  refresh ! 
Poor  Rooke  !  How  Amalie's  nose  is  put  out  of  joint !  for  of 
course  you  will  now  sing  nothing  about  Herts,  Essex,  Middle- 
sex, and  Kent,  but  "  This  is  my  eldest  daughter.  Sir  1 " 
Take  care  of  her  now  you  have  got  her,  at  last.  Some 
infants  are  squatted  on,  like  the  "  spoiled  child."  *  Mind, 
and  whenever  Mrs.  Wright  looks  fatigued  and  sedentary, 
take  care  to  hand  her  a  chair.  Now  and  then,  a  child  is 
turned  up  with  a  bedstead,  but  that  could  not  happen,  if  the 
maids  slept  in  hammocks.     Mind  how  you  nurse  her  your- 

*  One  of  tlid  cuti  in  **  Whims  and  Odditis,"  ensiaTed  by  Wci^idL — 
T.  H. 


a4e  MSMOEUIiB  or  XHOMIS  BMk    ' 

0e1£    Nevfr  to«i  bar  up  ufleki  ywan  'f|iiita  4vMW«fa 
oatchiog  her ;  a  batter-fiqgerad  IkUier  ini|^t  bMoma 
for  life  in  a  moment    Don't  kt  bar  gd  vspiajonr 
among  the  wild  young  men.    Wbat  do  joa  tbfaik  of  hmim- 
our  Tom  t   Don't  give  ber  a  ptooooioiit  tMto  fo  Iota  ^  dil^ 
or  a  box  at  the  Opera.    Ton  ought  to  kHoiT  battv  An 
dream  of  operatising^  youiaelfiiioh  an  invalidL  ,Ibavaiiaw 

d— -d  or  t d  out  ainoo  at  Ottend,  and  am  flofaift  ta» 

morrow,  for  the  first  time ;  but  only  to  my  dootot^^  and  if 
anything  happens,  he  will  be  at  band. 

How  do  o^  the  boys  like  tbe  Gal  t  Poortbing^l  Iimw 
knew  a  doien  brothein%  but  oUtf  nater  minag^d  to  tgnanniBa 
OTor  'em  alL  Have  yoii  got  a  diotkmaij  namo  jatt  If  I 
might  propose,  I  should  My  obriaten  bar  ^  lliiy  WoDatano* 
craft,"  as  the  supporter  of  Femdh  Wr%^  I 

You  must  not  be  out  of  heart  about  your  ooo|^v-Htf  lata 
years  the  spring  has  brought  an  almoat  certain  inHn^w^  i^ 
England  as  elsewhere.  Easterly  damp  winda  an  the  caoaa 
I  have  been  teazingly  coughing,  and  Jane  ia  wboflqr,  but 
what  proves  it  to  be  ii^/Uamal^  ia  that  Tonii  Joniory  ia  aa 
hoarse  as  a  crow.  How  should  we  weak  onea  hope  than  to 
escape  1  For  he  is  a  young  horse  ibr  atrength,  and,  Indeed 
has  adopted  from  "  Nimxod'a  Sporting^"  the  name  of  "Pleni* 
potentiaiy !  *' 

There  is  a  genteel  blot,  aa  the  deik  aaid,  on  my  acutohacn. 
That  comes  of  foreign  paper*  Jane^  at  the  other  aide  of  the 
table,  is  grumbling  at  it  toa  Thanka  ibr  the  fishing-taokk^ 
— all  right, — and  gone  to  Brombag;  I  wish  the  Frinoa 
Badziwills  would  go  tO  the  Ooronati<m  and  bring  IVanbk 
with  them.  But,  no  1  Froasia,  and  Bnssia^  the  two  groat 
enemies  of  England,  are  to  colleague  together  in  a  tuoSiij 
party  instead.  There  ia  a  great  conspiracy  there,  or  Fm 
mistaken,  but  it  will  fidl  thxou^-— aay  I  Murphy'd  it    Fbc 
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Mn.  Wright's  benefit,  I  must  tell  you  now,  the  finis  of  our 
maid,  Mary.  She  insisted  on  two  whole  nights'  leave  at  the 
Camiyal,  as  being  customary,  and  oame  home  each  morning 
between  seven  and  eight,  so  done  up  she  coul4  hardly  stand. 
At  last,  one  evening  there  came  by  a  jolly,  roaring,  set  of 
Camivalites  that  quite  set  her  agog  the  moment  she  heard 
the  singing^  if  it  might  be  called  so  !  She  U>oh  leave  m- 
stanter,  came  home  next  morning,  jaded  to  death,  and  had 
occasion  to  tcJce  some  ioda  I  Of  course  we  paid  her  ofif  on  the 
spot,  and  have  since  learned  she  used  to  peraecute  a  waiter  we 
called  Cheeks  (ask  Lewis  about  him),  and  go  out  on  the  sly, 
and  drink  brandy-and- water  with  him.  She  was  seen  at  the 
Carnival  with  petticoats  up  to  her  knees,  bare-legged  and  be- 
ribboned,  in  the  character  of  a  broom-girl.  Won't  Mrs.  Wright 
bless  her  stars  there  is  no  Carnival  in  England  ?  Greenwich 
fiEiir  is  next  to  it  as  performed  hera  And  even  the  respect- 
able people  join  in  it,  the  tradespeople  and  all,  and  the 
children  of  the  gentry  go  about  in  character, — some  of  the 
banker's  here  did,  for  example.  By  the  bye,  did  I  ever  tell 
you  of  an  incident  the  other  day  ?  There  was  going  to  be  a 
grand  religious  procession,  and  a  fine  gilded  car,  or  chariot 
containing  a  figure  of  the  Virgin,  which  was  to  be  filled  with 
angels,  represented  by  children  with  spangled  wings,  &o.,  and 
our  landlord,  who  was  engaged  in  preparation  for  it,  came  to 
borrow  Tom  for  an  angel/  Just  fancy  Jane's  great  horror 
and  indignation, — I  could  hardly  appease  her  by  suggesting 
that  it  was  a  compliment  to  his  good  looks. 

And  now,  I  must  shut  up.  I  will  send  as  much  and  as  often 

as  I  can.    Give  my  comps.  to  B ,  and  tell  him  to  get  a 

whole  No.  of  advertisements.  Seriously,  we  must  both  stir 
our  stumps,  and  I  do  my  best  What  would  he  say,  now  the 
Copyright  Bill  is  coming  on  again,  to  reprinting  my  letters  as 
a  pamphlet,  as  proposed  before  t 
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What  wouldn't  I  do  if  I  had  health  and  bodily  strengtli  f 
Pray  for  that  when  you  pray  for  me,  for  without  it,  what  a 
clog  to  one's  wheel ! 

And  now,  God  bless  you  and  yours,  including  Miss  Wright 
— only  think  of  a  mile  of  daughters,  there  is  a  family  of 
Furlongs  coming  to  live  here,  whereof  eight  are  dau^tera^ 
8  furlongs  =  1  mile. 

Giye  my  kind  remembrances  to  all  friends  of  ours^  and 
believe  me, 

Dear  Wright, 

Yours  ever  truly, 

Thob.  Hood. 

Two  more  commissions  I  What  a  bother  I  am ;  but  would 
you  let  somebody  inquire  where  to  get  it,  and  send  me  two 
packets  of  vaccine  matter  by  the  stewardess  next  Saturday, 
and  a  German  grammar  for  Fanny,  with  plenty  of  exercisea 
for  young  beginners;  and  pray  thank  E.  Smith  kindly  for 
the  seeds  he  was  saw  kind  as  to  send.  Is  anybody  coming 
out  a- Maying  ? 

89,  Eni  LoRoni,  July  8,  1838. 
My  dear  Wright, 

I  was  disappointed  at  not  receiving  the  "Hood*8 
Own"  per  Liverpool,  not  from  eagerness  to  see  the  dear 
original's  reflection,  but  I  was  anxious  to  see  how  the  Intro- 
duction read.  I  am  struggling  to  get  early  this  month  with 
my  matter,  so  as  to  give  you  as  little  trouble  as  possible. 
The  weather  has  been  up  to  to-day  very  bohso.  I  have  had 
only  one  sail,  and  it  did  me  such  manifest  good,  that  I  quite 
long  to  get  to  sea  again,  but  either  there  is  no  wind,  or  rain 
with  it.  You  will  be  glad  to  hear  I  am  gettmg  better 
bIowIjt,     I  wish,  my  dear  fellow,  you  may  be  able  to  give 
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good  an  account  of  yourself.     Pray  send  me  a  full  and  pai*- 

ticular  bulletin.     And,  in  the  meantime,  please  to  present 

my  best  thanks  to  Mrs.  Wright  for  the  cane,  and  tell  her  it 

is  quite  a  support.     I  seem  to  ^alk  miles  with  it. 
♦  ♦  ♦  * 

Did  I  give  you  the  history  of  a  steamer  built  at  Brugea  1 
They  quite  forgot  how  she  was  to  get  down  the  canal,  and 
they  will  have  to  take  down  the  brickwork  of  the  locks  at  a 
great  expense — some  1500  francs  instead  of  25;  all  along  of 
her  width  of  paddle-boxes.  Well,  the  other  day,  10,000 
people  assembled  to  see  her  launched;  troops,  band,  muni- 
cipals, everybody  in  their  best;  and  above  all,  Mr.  T ^ 

the  owner,  in  blue  jacket,  white  trousers,  and  straw  hat.  So 
he  knocked  away  the  props  and  then  ran  as  for  his  life,  for 
she  ought  to  have  followed ;  but,  instead  of  that,  she  stuck 
to  the  stocks  as  if  she  had  the  hydrophobia.  Then  they  got 
200  men  to  run  from  side  to  side,  and  fired  cannons  from 
her  stem,  and  hauled  by  hausers,  but  "  there  she  sot,'*  and 
the  people  "  sot,"  till  nine  at  night,  and  then  gave  it  up.  She 
has  since  been  launched  somehow,  but  in  a  quiet  way  quite; 
she  looked  at  first  very  like  an  investment  in  the  stocks,  and  I 
should  fear  her  propensity  may  lead  her  next  to  stick  on  a 
bank.  The  only  comfort  I  could  give,  was,  that  she  pro- 
mi^d  to  be  v^ry  fast.  To  heighten  the  fun,  the  wine  waa 
chucked  at  her  by  a  young  lady  who  thought  she  was  going; 
I  know  not  what  wine,  but  it  ought  to  have  been  still  cham- 
pagne. 

And  now,  God  bless  you  and  yours ;  take  care  of  yourself^ 
and  mind  and  send  us  an  account  of  how  you  feel,  and  what 
your  doctor  says  of  you.  The  vicissitudes  of  such  weather 
try  us  feeble  ones.  I  am  anxious  to  know  whether  you 
think  your  new  doctor's  course  has  produced  any  nj^ked 
effect    Don't  B mean  to  come,  or  4o\3J\.\i'^  iDkSi\.\    W^da 
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and  Mr.  S would  make  the  trip  together,  it  might  be 

pleasanter,  and  we  have  ao6ommodation  for  two,  and  espe- 

ciailj  a  tall  one  for  B ^  for  whom  an  aooommodation  bed 

ought  to  be  like  an  accommodation  bill — the  longer  it  nms 
the  better.  When  you  see  Rooke,  pray  thank  him  hand- 
somely in  my  name  for  **  Amalie  '* — though  I  do  not  quite 
find  the  airs  suit  my  compass.    What  Jane  has  said  about 

F please  to  make  me  a  partner  in-— and  tell  £.  Smith 

that  our  Sandy  soil  has  Scotched  the  flowers,  ao  that  he 
wouldn't  know  them  for  his  seedlings.  But  Jane  is  veiy 
proud  of  them,  as  they  are  very  good  for  Ostend.  Oar 
festival  of  Kermesse  has  begun,  and  will  continue  for  a  fort- 
night, and  then  we  are  to  have  the  King  and  Queen  next 
month,  when  your  royal  gaieties  aile  over  and  gone.  What 
does  Dymock  think  of  being  cut  out  of  the  pageant  t  I 
suppose  he  will  pretend  that  he  "  backed  out."  I  shall  tiy 
if  I  cannot  have  a  verse  or  two  about  the  Coronation.  I 
want  to  know  if  any  distinction  was  shown  to  Art,  Science, 
or  Literature,  on  the  occasion.  Was  the  P.  R  A.  there  t 
Had  the  live  Poets  admissions  to  the  Comer  t  What  be- 
came of  the  V.  R.  at  the  Prussian  ambassador's  t  He  seemed 
only  to  compliment  Frederick  William  with  initials.  How 
wonderfully  well  the  mob  behaved;  but  then,  to  be  sure, 
they  are  not  Tories !  I  am  glad  they  cheered  Soult  • 
And  now  I  must  shut  up,  and  believe  me,  dea^  Wright, 

Yours  evet  very  sincerely, 

Thos.  Hood. 

89,  Bui  LoRonv,  1  OsTEin),  July,  8, 1888. 
I  SAT  Tim, 

If  you  are  dead,  write  and  say  so;  and  if  not,  pray 

let  m^  hear  from  you.     Perhaps  you  were  killed  at  the 

tMking  of  Spandati — or  are  you  married — or  what  other 
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mortality  has  happened  to  you  9  or  have  you  had  the  wont 
of  a  duel— or  taken  a  fancy  to  the  Russians  and  gone  to 
St.  Petersburg?  Perhaps  some  very  great  "Wels"  has 
pulled  you  in— or  have  you  been  to  Antonin  f 

The  chief  purport  of  this  letter  is  to  inquire  about  you, 
80  you  must  not  look  for  a  long  one — but  we  are  getting 
uneasy,  or  rather  too  uneasy  to  bear  any  longer  your  silence 
— fearing  that  in  the  unsettled  state  of  Prussian  and  Belgian 
relations,  the  intercourse  may  have  become  precarious. 

We  are  going  on  as  usual  I  am  getting  better,  but 
slowly.  My  monthly  work,  and  the  very  bad  season,  having 
been  against  me.  I  shall  be  better  when  I  get  to  sea,  but 
till  last  week  I  have  been  unable  to  boat  it ;  we  have  had 
fires  within  the  last  ten  days.  Springs  are,  I  suspect,  going 
out  of  fashion  with  black  stocks.  Jane  and  the  '  kin '  were 
on  board  With  me,  and  I  wish  you  could  have  seen  the  faces 
and  heard  the  uproar  they  made.  It  was  an  ugly,  long, 
narrow  craft  enough  for  a  short  sea;  three  lubberly  Flemings 
for  a  crew  and  myself  at  the  helm.  Jane  groaned  and 
grimaced,  and  ejaculated,  and  scolded  me,  till  she  frightened 
the  two  children,  who  piped  in  chorus.  Tom,  like  a  parish 
derk,  repeating  after  his  mother,  with  the  whine  of  a  charity 
boy  in  the  litany,  "Oh,  Lord!"  <kc.  «fec.,  and  then  very 
fiercely,  "  Take  me  home — set  me  ashore  directly !  Oh,  I'll 
fiever  come  out  with  you  again  ! "  and  so  forth.  So  we  have 
parted  with  mutual  consent,  so  far  as  sailing  is  concerned, 
which  is  very  hard,  as  I  cannot  take  out  any  other  ladies 
without  Jane,  the  place  being  rather  apt  to  talk  scandal, — 
and  one  of  our  female  friends  here  is  very  fond  of  boating. 
For  my  own  part,  I  have  been  lucky  enough  to  get  a  capital 
little  boat,  built  under  the  care  of  an  old  English  shipmaster, 
and  his  property — all  snug,  safe,  and  handy — so  that  I  mean 
to  enjoy  myself  as  a  marinai 
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In  the  meantime,  Jane  hat  made  a  TOjage  to  Bnghuri  and 
back,  which  I  shall  let  her  relate.  She  bad  flur  weather  o«t 
and  home,  and  prefers  a  dead  oalm  to  a  liTing  atonDu  I 
suppose  I  must  take  to  aea-fiahing^  aa  there  ia  aome  fteab- 
water  fishing,  but  the  canala  are  too  mnok  of  thorougbflnea 
to  mj  taste,  who  enjoy  the  eonteDiiplatife  maa'a  reonatipi 
— onlj  with  one  companioiL  I  ionietiniea  wiah  Jor  ihi 
Lahn. 

It  was  odd  enough — but  on  our  return  from  Bruges  fldr 
in  the  barge,  an  English  Ikmfly  eame  with  ua.fin  their  waj. 
from  Coblenz,  where  thej  settled  in  the  BchliiB  StnMjpf  Joefc 
before  we  left.     He  gave  the  same  aooonnt  of  the  f&Diile  ae 
I  do,  and  was  a  fisherman — ^bnt  cani^t  nothing  but  daoe. 

England  is  all  alive  now  with  the  CoronaticnL  Whj  did 
you  not  egg  on  one  of  the  Prince  RadaiwiDa  to  Tiaifc  Her 
Majesty  viA  Belgium,  with  yoonelf  in  his  tmeet  I  read  the 
other  day  that  some  of  the  80th  were  oome  to  LuzembuigL 
When  our  railroad  shall  be  finiahed,  it  wUl  only  be  two  dayif 
post  from  Cologne  to  thia — and  I  hare  juat  taken  my  lodg- 
ings for  another  year — Vefinim  tap. 

We  still  have  an  undimmiahed  liking  to  the  ptaoe,  whiflh 
suits  our  quiet ''  domestic  habit%**  though  it  ia  notoriooa  aa 
dull,  amongst  the  notoriouily  gay. 

We  know  enough  to  be  able  to  get  up  a  rubber  when  we 

feel  inclmed,  besides  '^  taking  our  three."    I  get  excelleht 

Bonieaux  here,  and  bought  a  oaak  with  my  Dootor,  only 

thirteen  or  fourteen  pence  Engliah  per  flaak,  niiereof  on  the 

last  23rd  May,  I  did  quaff  one  whole  bottle  out  of  a  oertain 

Bohemian  Goblet*  to  my  own  health,  not  forgetting  the 

donor  of  the  said  vessel,  which  has  a  place  of  honour  in  nrf 

sanctum. 

*  This  \e  a  large  Bohemian  fjitm  fobleti  the  pit  of  Fnaek,  who  farao^ 
it  htm  Bohemia.    If  I  remember  rightly  he  parohaied  il  cl  ths  tiP^ 
whcengnved  tbo  flowers.— T.  H. 
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What  a  bore  it  is,  Johnnj,  that  you  are  not  in  the  Belgian 
Bervioe ;  most  of  its  garrisons  are  near,  it  would  be  but  a 
holiday  trip  to  come  and  see  you.  Were  I  as  I  once  was, 
strong  enough  for  travel,  I  should  perhaps  beat  you  up  eyen 
at  Bromberg  vid  Hamburg.  But  I  shall  never  be  strong 
again — Jane  got  the  verdict  of  our  friend  Dr.  Elliot^  that 
the  danger  of  the  case  was  gone,  but  that  as  I  had  never 
been  particularly  strong  and  sturdy,  I  must  not  now  expect 
to  be  more  than  a  young  old  gentleman.  But  I  will  be  a 
boy  as  long  as  I  can  in  mind  and  spirits,  only  the  trouble- 
some bile  is  apt  to  upset  my  temper  now  and  then.  We  are 
all  a  httle  rabid  at  present,  for  after  having  fires  hr  into 
June,  the  weather  has  just  set  in  broiling  hot,  and  the 
children  do  not  know  what  to  make  of  it. 

The  fsices  of  Tom  and  Fanny  are  like  two  full-blown 
peonies,  or  two  cube  of  the  brood  of  the  Red  Lion.  Tom  is 
a  very  funny  fellow.  The  people  of  the  house  try  to 
talk  to  him,  and  as  they  speak  very  bad  English,  he  seems 
to  think  that  they  cannot  understand  very  good  ditto,  and 
accordingly  mimics  them  to  the  life.  You  would  think  he 
was  a  foreigner  himself  when  he  is  talking  to  them.  Fanny 
18  learning  German  and  French,  and  makes  up  by  her  quick- 
ness for  some  idleness. 

She  is  very  much  improved,  and  gets  stouter,  as  she  was 
too  thin,  whilst  Tom  gets  thinner,  as  he  was  too  f&t;  as  for 
Jane,  all  my  London  friends  said  she  had  never  looked 
better,  so  that  I  doubt  the  policy  of  walking  out  with  her, 
for  it  makes  me  look  worse  than  I  am. 

You  will  judge  when  I  send  you  a  proof  of  my  portrait^ 
which  is  to  be  in  the  next  number  of  "  Hood*s  Own,**  on  the 
Ist  July.     It  is  said  to  be  very  like. 

I  have  no  news  to  give  you;  but  there  are  plenty  of 
rumours.     Of  course  you  were  at    lYkft  ^pwA  t«tow  ^ 
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Bailin.  Tell  me  all  tht  partio«liai  yon  eio^  eaA-of  jMr 
fiahing,  in  which  I  tdktf  great  iiitenst»  <1mw|^  now  Ini  » 
deeping  partner.  I  quota  afctha  endof  thiaa  fbwwcrdaaboat 
Salmon.  lexpectafinandoQtharafftaTiait^whQieTerflbiid 
of  the  rod.  By  the  faje^  I  moat  aol  fbtget  to  taD  joOp  that 
the  other  day,  whioh  pvofia  tlMva  iniiit  be  aoma  aort  ai 
fishing,  my  Doctor  ivaa  oalled  out  of  Uabadin  tba  *iHF"«"g 
by  an  Engliahman,  who  mumbled  toij  moa^  and  on  going 
to  the  door,  found  him  with  a  hook,  and  not  a  little  on% 
through  his  own  lip.  He  had  been  ^iag  it  on  bj  hdp  of 
his  teeth,  and  by  a  dip  of  the  line  had  eaught  hiqiad(  genua 
flat  fish.  Being  a  Belgian  hook,  like  the  Gemiaii,  with  the 
shoulder  at  on^  end  and  a  bad)  at  the  other,  it  ifonld  not 
pull  through;  but  had  to  bei  oat  onl  Lnckj  ha  had 
not  goxged  it    iTy  leaf  ia  foil,*  ao  Ck4  Ueas  yoii  aaj% 

Tonrs,  Tim, 

Etot  Tery  tni]|yi 

JoHmra; 

->     , . 

Kind  regards  to  Wildegan& 

Tom,  Junior,  sends  his  lore  to  yon  and  CSailofioi  and 
Wildegans.  He  said  to  his  mother  this  monung^  ^  I  lofo 
you  a  great  way;'^  ao  he  oan  loTO  aa  ikr  aa  Bcombeqg^  It 
has  just  occurred  to  me^  that  there  may  be  a  reaaon  tat 
your  silence  I  never  thooght  of  befbre.  Ton  are  promoted 
and  in  the  first  pomp  of  your  captainship^  and  too  proud  to 
own  to  us  privaUi.  If  that  ia  not  the  reaaon,  I  oan  think 
of  no  other  with  all  mj  poweia  of  imagination.  Perfaq^Mi  it 
is  your  D — douane  that  alwaya  bothered  my  own  paokagea. 
I  hate  ail  Customs,  and  not  least  the  Eroasian.  I  wiah  all 
the  officers  would  oonfisoate  each  other.     Sometimea  thia 

^  J2«0^erieaf  was  lift  for  mTBMthv  to  write  oa.—f.  B. 
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hot  weather,  I  should  like  a  glass  of  Rudesheimer,  one  of 
the  few  thiDgs  I  oaro  for  that  is  Rhenish — Bow,  wow,  wow  I 


jZiw  4ov<^ 


%U^i 


ir^ 


The  next  letter  is  to  Mr.  Franck,  who  had  been  laid  np 
with  illness  at  Posen,  and  had  had  his  head  shaved. 


OsnirD,  Augutt  20,  1837. 

My  dear  Franck, 

I  have  been  laid  up  again,  but  this  you  will  say  is 
no  news,  it  happens  so  often.  A  sort  of  bastard  gout,  with- 
out the  consolation  of  being  the  regular  aristocratic  malady, 
as  if  I  were  an  aristocrat.  By  the  way,  I  almost  rejoice 
politically  in  the  results  of  your  own  illness,  you  were  always 
an  abominable  Tory,  but  now  must  needs  be  a  moderate  toig. 
But  as  Gray  says : 

**  To  each  their  eyils — all  are  men 
Oondenm'd  alike  to  groan. " 

Ton  (to  speak  as  a  fisherman)  complain  of  your  hair  line, 
and  I  of  my  gut,  which  I  fear  has  some  rery  weak  lengths 
in  it  I  hardly  go  ten  days  without  some  disagreeable 
indigestion  or  other,  which  is  the  more  annoying  as  here  the 
victuals  are  really  good.    Moreover,  1  %xci)  Sxi  ^  tsl^^t^^j^ 
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way,  a  diner-out;  for  ingtono^  the  daj  brfbra  jaifeeviijf  9$ 
the  Count  de  Melfort's,  whom  I  had  known  pnnouillj  by 
his  IxKik,  the  only  one  that  ever  coincided  with  wi^  wkm  ^ 
the  Rhine. 

In  fact  in  spite  of  keeping  qoiet,  I  am  a  little  loac^t  after 
here,  now  I  am  found  out  A  friend  of  ^yron'i  wanted  to 
know  me  the  other  day,  but  I  wae  laid  19  p  b^;  and  now 
Long  Welledey  (Duke  of  WelliQgto&*4  MiMwX  n^  old 
landlord  is  here,  and  asking  after  me.  Ifuk^y,  these  an  ao 
many  lame  men  here  I  am  not  mgular  in  mj  hobble^  for 
though  I  have  got  rid  of  the  fbemnatism  thoie  ten  daySi  the 
doctor  gave  me  a  lotion  with  cantheridee  therein^  that  haa 
left  me  a  %acy  of  blisters.  Then  agdn  what  an  abominable 
swindling  season  I  The  winter  embenled  the  qiring^  and 
the  summer  has  absconded  wifh  ^e  autumn. 

A  fig  for  such  seasoning  when  the  summer  haa  no 
Cayenne,  and  in  July  even  you  wish  for  your  ioe%  a  little 
mulled.  I  have  only  managed  to  keep  up  my  droulation 
by  dint  of  sherry,  porter,  and  gin  and  water;  and  nine  timea 
out  of  ten,  had  it  come  to  a  shaking,  I  should  hate  giTen 
you  but  a  cold  right  haxyL  That  is  one  of  my  lymptcmuL 
in  the  meantime  the  Belgians  are  bathing  daily,  but  I 
observe  they  huddle  together,  men  and  women,  for  the  nke 
of  warmth,  at  some  expense  to  what  we  consider  deoenoy* 
As  for  Jane  she  is  very  willing  to  beUeve  that  winter  is  abso- 
lutely setting  in,  as  an  excuse  for  wearing  her  sablee.* 
They  are  very  handsome,  but  no  thanks  to  you  on  my  part^ 
considering  a  hint  that  I  have  had,  that  it  is  a  dress  only 
fit  for  a  carriage !  I  don*t  mean,  however,  to  go  so  fwr  aa 
to  set  up  a  wheelbarrow.    Many  thanks^  however,  for  your 

*  Mr.  Fnnck  had  Mnt  my  motiicr  a  vetylubdMnBe  Mt  of  itUet.    Aftw 
her  retam  to  Bngland,  the  wis  so  mfiniiuyrte  as  to  loit  sU  thai  won  nol 
siiflfn,  within  ah  iocrediblj  abort  ipHO  of  tuna— ^.  H. 
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▼lews  of  our  old  piscatory  haunts,  which  cannot  lead  one  into 
any  extravagance,  for  here  there  is  no  fishing.  It  is  another 
Posen  in  that  respect — but  mind  do  not  go  and  marry  for 
want  of  better  amusement  Talking  of  aquatics,  a  pretty 
discussion  you  have  got  me  into  by  your  story  of  the 
beayers  on  the  Elbe.  I  have  repeated  it,  and  been  thought 
a  dupe  for  my  pains — indeed  I  began  to  believe  you  had 
hoaxed  me,  but  only  this  very  afternoon  I  have  found  a 
Confirmation  of  the  Baptism  in  a  book  of  Natural  History. 

In  the  Berlin  Transactions  of  the  Natural  History  Society, 
1829,  is  an  account  of  a  family  of  beavers,  settled  for 
upwards  of  a  century  on  a  little  river  called  the  Nuthe, 
half  a  league  above  its  confluence  with  the  Elbe,  in  a 
sequestered  part  of  the  district  of  Magdeburg.  There !  To 
be  candid,  I  always  thought  you  mistook  for  beavers  the 
Herren  Hutters^  or  gentlemen  who  always  wear  their 
castors.  But  why  talk  of  keeping  on  one's  hat  to  a  man, 
who  can  hardly  keep  on  his  own  hair  ?  Methinks  instead  of 
sables  you  ought  to  have  bought  of  the  Russian  merchant  a 
live  bear,  to  eat  up  the  little  boys  that  will  run  after  you^ 
as  they  did  after  Elisha,  crying  ''  Go  up,  thou  baldhead ! " 
Of  course  the  Radziwills,  who  made  you  so  retrench  your 
moustaches,  will  be  quite  content  with  you  now;  but  I  hope 
you  will  not  slack  in  your  correspondence  in  consequence, 
although  I  must  expect  to  have  more  ^a^^-dash  out  of  your 
own  head.  As  for  Wildegans,  he  will  forget  that  you  ever 
had  any  hair,  and  will  take  you  for  some  very  old  friend  of 
his  father  s,  or  perhaps  for  his  grandfather. 

For  my  own  part  as  promotion  goes  by  seniority  in  your 
service,  I  do  hope  you  may  have  an  opportunity  of  taking 
off  your  hat  to  the  king,  who  cannot  make  anything  less 
than  a  major  of  such  a  vctenm.  In  the  meantime  yua 
cannot  be  better  off  than  iu  the  lOtVi,  x^rYAviYi  V^  ^ft  Tc\as^^ 

VOL,  X,  V\ 
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PoIm  to  keep  jottn  in  oouDteuance;  jou  see  how  little  tjti- 
pftthj  I  profen,  but  buviag  fancied  yuu  kilted,  wounded,  or 
mlaung,  in  eome  liolouB  outbreak,  I  cau  rerj  well  bsu  the 
loBB  of  yonr  loch  u  jou  are  upcn  the  kfy  vivu  I 

Horeover  eiokneea  is  selSah,  and  invalids  never  feci  fLcutel/ 
for  each  other. 

The  onlf  feeling  I  hnve  oa  hearing  of  another  patient  in 
the  town,  is  K  wish,  that,  whilst  about  it,  he  would  tiike  rU 
my  physia  When  1  con  make  up  a  parcel  worth  sanding 
you,  you  ihitll  hxn  a  copy  of  my  face,  to  bang  on  the 
gallowB  for  a.  deserter,  if  yon  Uke.  Tim,  saya  he,  either  I 
ehall  get  over  this  Uvor  conigjlaiat,  and  be  a  portly  body,  or 
the  liver  complaint  will  get  nvev  me,  ivad  I  shall  die  like  a 
StrasbooTg  gooae.  How  hAj  I  dkouU  hn*  ft'Aaitt 
iuterrolof  health  for  that  man&to^ei&l  loltekileia 
it,  Tim,  trumpet-oaU  and  all,  uid  wUi  yos  WM  <)ot^'«f  flap 
militaiy.  .-.      i:  -■■ 

I  do  not  know  how  flw  Bd^  ^lUrthMl  gbti  A;  'htt. 
would  not  advise  yon  to  attack  li%  for  ia  cm*  oF  ft  M«lMi^ 
your  Rbinelanden  an  not  tin  flimell  of  frkndt  to  89^  MA 
upon.  Tour  Posen  Kdiop  it  »  dodtay  for  Ut=fttHf;  « 
Keedl^  if  it  enten  a  ^soa  of  walk,  bnghl  to  gO  ttnngh 
with  it  For  my  part  I  Uke  fidr  pl^r>  I  mmU'tiam intf- 
body  married,  and  blMWd,  how  they  plsttS,  OhiMiui  Ot 
Jew.  Privately  I  really  beli«T«  mairiagoi  betwMa  J«in  «Bd 
Catholics  would  make  ea{dtal  hallf-aad-ha%  om  pai^  b*> 
lieving  too  much,  and  the  oth«r  too  BtUa. 

I  wear  no  mitro,  bat  if  ym  Aoold  w«d  a  KUk  hmrni, 
you  shall  be  welcome  to  my  betndietioa  Btit  than  hai 
been  a  precious  fiisi  abont  notfun^  Too  a^  tha  tnmhtig 
ladies,  old  and  yomig,  wen  vary  kind  imbig  jnff  iHnaa 
and  sent  you  nourishing  food.  Ton  ham  omitted  ta  wta^ 
tion   whether  tbej  oonudaraUAj  mUtietM.  ft  V 
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Yes  t  Of  course  you  will  have  some  fishing  at  Antonin. 
Praj  present  my  best  respects  to  the  princes.  Were  I  as 
young  as  I  am  old  in  health,  I  would  come  and  beat  up  your 
quarters  at  Poeen,  but  my  trarelling  is  over,  in  spite  of  steam 
and  railroads ;  so,  if  we  are  to  meet  again  in  this  world, 
I  am  the  mountain,  and  you,  Mahomet|  must  come  to  it 

My  domestic  habits  are  yery  domestic  indeed  ;  like  Charity 
I  begin  at  home,  and  end  there ;  so  Faith  and  Hope  must 
call  upon  me,  if  they  wish  to  meet.  And  really  Faith  and 
Hope  are  such  ramblers,  it  will  be  quite  in  their  line,  so  with 
aU  faith  in  your  friendship,  and  a  hope  we  may  some  day 
encounter  in  war  or  in  peace, 

I  remain,  my  dear  Johnny, 

Your  true  friend, 

Tim. 

Tom,  Junior,  sends  his  lore  and  says,  "  if  you  will  come 
he  will  giye  you  a  kiss,  and  teach  you  to  draw**  Vanity  is 
bom  with  us,  and  pride  dies  with  us ;  put  that  into  German 
by  way  of  metaphysics.  Give  my  love,  when  you  see  him, 
to  the  King  of  Hanover,  and  God  grant  to  those  he  reigns 
over  a  good  umbrella.  I  have  many  messages  in  a  different 
spirit,  which  you  will  be  able  to  imagine,  for  my  old  comrades 
for  instance,  Carlovicz.  You  do  not  mention  **  Ganserich,*' 
has  he  forgotten  to  exist ;  say  something  civil — as  becomes 
a  civilian — to  the  rest  of  your  militaires  on  my  behalf; 
you  will  see  the  colonel,  I  guess,  or  are  you  the  colonel 
yourself  ?  It  would  be  fatal  now  to  your  hair  to  have  many 
go  over  your  head.  Have  you  ever  tried  currant  jelly  to  it  t 
Thank  Heaven  you  require  no  passport,  or  how  as  Heilman 
said,  would  you  get  '*  frizz^  ? "  Shall  we  send  back  that 
hair  lock  you  gave  to  Mrs.  D.  f  No  news  except  lo<:ai^  «xA 
jov  would  take  do  interest   in   onr   8A>\\ti<\w[\\.  «»xA'vJ^^  >i^ 
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yoa  do  not  know  the  ptrtiaii  To  ms  U  ii  Tvy 
there  is  so  much  absiudity  slong  with  the  immoniitiss; 
it  is  like  an  acted  noTelt  wij  Teiy  eztmmgut  Tea 
know  that  this  is  one  of  the  plaees  of  vafiigB  fcr  Eof^alk 
soampsy  of  both  sezeip  Bat  the  panon  and  I  do  mi 
enoourage  such  doingi^  we  an  ahnost  too  good  fbr  then. 

Mt  dkab  Wbioht, 

For  myself  yon  will  be  ffiad  to  hear  that  I  am  at 
last  taking  a  change  I  thfaik  for  the  better ;  partlj  from 
better  weather,  but  greatly  I  think  ftmn  the  oeoariooal  vm 

of  a  warm  sea-bath,  and  partly,  B saya  he  thhik%  I  am 

wearing  out  the  diseaiSL    Tune  I  did,  lajs  yon,  or  it  would 
have  worn  me  out. 

Something  perhaps  is  due  to  a  di^^t  change  of  Bp/tun^ 
but  I  almost  flatter  myself  there  is  a  change  for  the  better. 
I  have  done  without  my  doctor  for  an  unuauaUy  long  time^ 
partlj  from  being  better,  and  partly  from  knowing  how  to 
manage  myself;  I  have  left  off  Cayenne  and  Devils,  and  such 
stimulants  recommended  by  B  k  I  bogin  to  think  aa 
they  are  supposed  to  be  bad  for  liver  compUinta  in  Indi% 
they  ought  not  to  cure  them  in  En^^and,  and  refaired  to 
Elliot,  who  said  *'  No,"  veiy  decidedly. 

But  I  have  no  great  foith  in  the  prindples  of  my  doctor 
here,  though  some  in  his  akill,  but  without  the  first,  the  last 
goes  for  little.  He  shook  my  opinion  lately  when  I  had 
rheumatism,  by  giving  me  cantharides  m  lotion,  which 
fovoured  me  with  a  sore  foot  for  weeksL  It  looked  liko 
making  a  job.  I  now  eat  well  and  have  much  lem  than 
before  of  those  depressions,  though  hurried  and  wall  woiked. 
The  baths  I  do  think  verff  h^hly  oC  Should  you  see  Elliot^ 
Msk  him;  you  might  nm  over  here  for  a  fortni^ti  they  are 
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almost  next  door  and  cost  little.  Think  of  this  seriously. 
I  have  not  felt  so  well  from  the  Ist  January,  as  during 
the  last  ten  days :  accordingly  I  am  getting  on,  and,  at  the 
present  writing,  have  a  sheet  of  cuts,  besides  those  sent,  and 
some  tail-pieces  drawn.  I  expect  next  packet  (on  Tuesday), 
to  send  you  a  good  lot;  they  promise  to  be  a  good  set,  and 
I  find  the  pencilling  come  easier,  which  is  lucky,  as  they  are 
to  your  mind  too.  So  I  am  throwing  up  my  hat,  with  hope 
of  making  a  good  fight 

I  doubt  whether  the  first  article  will  be  on  the  Coro- 
nation, which  is  stcUish^  but  seem  to  incline  to  "  Hints  for 
a  Christmas  Pantomime,  personal,  political  (not  party),  and 
satiricaL" 

I  hope  to  send  with  this  '*  the  Reminiscences,"  but  if  not 
they  will  be  certain  to  come  with  the  cuts  on  Wednesday; 
I  am  so  full-swing  on  the  drawings,  I  hardly  like  to  leave  off 
to  write.  You  say  you  are  short  of  prose,  but  there  is  all 
"  Doppeldick."  We  heard  to-day  from  Franck  :  he  is  well, 
and  back,  to  his  great  joy,  at  Bromberg  and  his  fishing;  he 
has  at  last  caught  a  salmon  of  eleven  pounds.  He  tells  me 
a  sporting  anecdote  of  a  gentleman  he  knows,  that  will 
amuse  you,  as  it  did  me.  He  was  shooting  bustards,  of 
which  there  are  plenty  near  Berlin.  They  are  shy  to  excess, 
but  do  not  mind  country  people  at  work,  &o,;  so  seeing  a  boy 
driving  a  harrow,  he  went  along  with  him,  instructing  him 
how  to  mancBuvre  to  get  nearer.  At  last,  wishing  to  cross 
to  the  other  side  of  the  harrow,  he  was  stepping  uiside  of  the 
traces,  as  the  shortest  cut,  when  at  that  very  instant  the 
horses  took  fright,  and  he  was  obliged  to  run,  with  the  gun 
in  one  hand,  taking  double  care  between  the  horses'  heels, 
and  the  harrow,  which  occasionally  urged  him  on  with  short 
jobs  from  the  spikes.  It  might  have  been  serious^  but  \usl 
as  he  waa  getting  tired  out,  the  horsea  a\^Y^^  ^\*  ^^ \w^^^\ 
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the  gentleman,  besides  the  tpurrtDg,  haTing  hiB  hnoohm 
almost  torn  off  by  the  harrow.  Franck  wants  me  to  dnw 
it,  and  truly  a  flogging  at  Harrow  School^  would  hardly  equAl 
it  for  effect. 

Wellesley  went  back  to  BruBselB  to-day;  I  dedined  dining 
with  him,  but  he  sent  me  Tenison  twice,  some  Wanstaad 
rabbits,  birds,  and  a  hare.  We  have  been  up  the  railway  to 
Bruges  in  forty-six  minutes,  BrusselB  in  six  hours  for  nine 

francs !     Tell  B to  think  of  this.     Count  Edouard  de 

Melfort  wrote  a  book, '' Impressions  of  England;*'  he  is  a 
cousin  of  the  Stanhopes,  the  fiunily  are  to  stay  here  the 
winter,  and  as  we  like  him  and  her,  and  they  seem  to  like 
US,  they  will  be  an  acquisition  for  the  winter.  They  some- 
times drop  upon  us,  as  he  calls  it,  and  we  drop  upon  them. 
As  to  local  news,  lots  of  scandal,  as  usual;  I  could  fill  a 
whole  Satirist  with  our  own  town-made.  I  think  the  idea  of 
''The  Heads'*  a  good  one,  but  do  not  like  the  specimen 
either  as  to  the  head,  or  the  style  of  the  writing;  and  now 
God  bless  you.  I  must  to  work  again,  and  leave  Jane  to  fill 
up  the  rest.    Kindest  regards  to  Mrs.  W.  from 

Your  eyer^  dear  Wright, 

Very  sincerely, 

Thomas  Hood. 

N.R  My  hand  aches  with  drawing,  I  am  going  to  bed  for 
a  change. 

Pray  put  in  again  the  advertisement  of  Harrison's  Hotel 
in  "Hood's  Own,"  and  keep  it  standing  to  the  end;  kind 
regards  to  everybody  all  round  my  hat  We  had  a  complete 
wreck,  close  to  the  mouth  of  the  harbour,  such  ''a  distribu- 
tion of  effects/*  no  lives  lost,  but  such  a  litter,  as  Jane  would 
call  it  The  cook*s  skimmer  was  saved,  at  all  events^  for 
/  saw  It 
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There  was  a  soldier  shot  to  death  at  Franck*s  last  review 
—putting  stones  in  the  guns  !  The  confusion  on  our  rail 
is  great,  one  may  easily  go  on  the  wrong  line ;  two  of  our 
party  at  Bruges  were  actually  in  the  wrong  coaches,  but 
were  got  out  in  time ;  I  shall  make  some  fun  of  this.  We 
ha?e  had  the  Nagelmacher  family  from  Lidge,  and  Miss 
Moore,  lodging  for  a  fortnight  on  the  floor  below,  but  they 
are  gone  again.  How  goes  on  the  Amaranth,  or  off  rather  1 
And  have  you  seen  the  Bayaderes?  Our  new  opposition 
steamer  is  come—"  The  Bruges  ** — a  very  fine  boat.  But  how 
will  the  fish  like  the  railroad  1  Seeing  they  now  have  such 
facilities  for  going  by  land,  there  will  be  many  more  fish  out 
of  water;  who  can  calculate  the  results  in  future,  of  rail- 
roads to  bird,  beast,  and  fish — besides  man  ?  We  have 
begun  fires  in  my  little  room,  quite  snug.  Tom  is  going 
into  trousers  for  the  winter,  and  is  very  proud  of  it  He 
complained  the  other  day  that  ''  Mary  washed  all  the  flavour 
off  his  face." 

Well,  I  must  shut  up;  I  have  done  a  good  day's  work,  and 
leave  off  not  very  fagged,  but  rather  cocky,  as  the  tone  of 
this  will  show.  Give  me  but  health  and  I  will  fetch  up  with 
a  wet  sail,  (but  not  wetted  with  water).  Who  knows  but 
some  day  Jane  will  have  a  fortune  of  her  own,  at  least  a 
mangle.  Has  your  mother  sold  her  mangle  f  I  admire 
Harvey's  "  Arabians  **  extremely. 

Navemher  22,  1888. 

Mt  dbar  Wright, 

I  have  no  immediate  occasion  for  writing,  but 
hoping  that  my  chance  letters  may  be  as  agreeable  to  you 
at  yours  are  to  myself,  I  sit  down  partly  for  your  sake  and 
partly  for  mine  own,  as  it  is  pleasant  to  exchange  the  pencil 
for  the  pen.  I  have  just  sent  you  off  nine  more  principal 
outs :  in  mf  list  I  have  put  "  Off  by  1A>i\amJl  GooawoJC'  «k\ 
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'*  All  Round  ray  Hat  *'  as  principals,  and  so  you  can  make 
them,  should  I  not  send  you  others  in  lieu  by  the  packet 
that  leaves  here  on  Saturday,  when  I  hope  to  send  you  all 
the  drawings,  tail-pieces  and  all;  exclusive  of  firontispieoe^ 
which  I  should  be  really  glad  if  Harvey  would  do  for  me, 
however  slightly,  I  sending  an  idea  for  it,  as  I  am  veiy  short 
of  time.  The  effect  of ''  Hood's  Own  **  has  been  to  somewhat 
hinder  the  "  Comic/'  by  preventing  that  quiet  /irethinking 
which  provided  me  with  subjects,  but  I  have  done  wonders 
on  the  whole. 

The  "  Comic"  is  always  a  lay  miracle,  and  done  under  very 
peculiar  circumstances;  perhaps  being  used  to  it  is  some- 
thing, though  the  having  done  it  for  so  many  years,  and 
having  fired  some  700  or  800  shots^  makes  the  birds  more 
rare,  i.e.  cuts  and  subjects.  But  somehow  it  always  is  done, 
and  this  time  apparently  by  a  special  Providence,  Qod  knows 
what  I  did,  for  the  "  Hood's  Own  "  was  the  utmost  I  oould  do. 
Strange  as  it  may  appear,  although  little  as  it  is,  it  amounts 
probably  on  calculation  to  half  a  ''  Comio^"  as  to  MS.  But  I 
literally  could  do  no  more,  however  willing;  the  mere's  the 
pity  for  my  own  sake,  for  it  was  a  very  promising  spec.  For 
the  rest  I  feel  precisely  as  you  do  about  "  My  Literary  Remi- 
niscences,'' but  the  fact  is  all  I  have  done,  I  hoped  to  do  in 
one  or  two  numbers.  For  instance,  the  very  last  time  I  was 
thus  thrown  out. 

As  usual,  I  had  begun  at  the  end,  and  then  written  the 
beginning ;  all  that  I  had  to  do  was  the  middle,  and  breaking 
down  in  that  you  had  but  a  third  of  what  I  had  intended. 
It  was  like  a  fatality.  MoreoYer  1  never  wrote  anythuig  with 
more  difficulty,  from  a  shrinking  nervousness  about  egotism. 

But  although  declining  to  give  a  life,  I  thought  it  not  out 

of  character  to  give  the  circumstances  that  prepared,  edu- 

cuted,  And  made  me  a  literary  man— >wbidi  img^t  date  €rom 
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my  ill-health  in  Scotland,  &c  Should  I  be  as  well  as  I  am 
now,  I  hope  to  fetch  up  all  arrears  in  Nos.  11  and  12 :  and 
it  may  be  advisable  to  give  a  supplement,  as,  after  December, 
I  shall  be  free  of  the  "  Comic,"  and  it  may  help  the  volume 
of  "  Hood*s  Own,"  with  literary  letters  from  Lamb,  <kc.  <fea  <fec. 
This  is  my  present  plan,  and  perhaps  the  13th  No.  would 
partly  help  to  sell  up  the  whole.     But  advise  on  this  with 

B ,  &a     In  the  meantime  you  will  have  a  good  batch 

for  next  No. :  allowing  me  as  long  as  you  can,  perhaps  the 
whole  first  sheet,  and  more  afterwards.     This  I  know  to  be 

mine  own  interest — I  would  not  have  B lose  on  any 

aeeouni,  much  less  on  mine.  With  letters,  ko,,  I  could  fill  a 
good  deal  when  I  am  once  clear  of  the  ''  Comic " — about 
which  I  am  in  capital  spirits.  I  think  I  have  a  good  average 
set  of  cuts,  and  some  good  subjects  for  text.  But  above  all, 
as  the  best  of  my  prospects,  and  for  which  I  thank  God,  as 
some  good  old  writer  said,  ''  on  the  knees  of  my  heart/'  is 
the,  to  me,  very  unexpected  improvement  in  my  health, 
which  I  truly  felt  to  be  all  I  want  towards  my  temporal 
prosperity.  The  change  has  been  singularly  sudden  for  a 
chronic  disease.  I  wish  I  could  hear  as  good  news  of 
Mrs.  Dilke  as  this,  which  I  beg  of  you  to  convey  to  them. 
Pray  say  that  as  &r  as  I  can  judge,  a  radical  change  for  the 
better  has  taken  place.  I  have  some  thoughts,  as  a  fiuisher 
and  refresher  after  the  "  Comic  "  (both  for  body  and  mind), 
of  dropping  in  on  them  for  three  or  four  days — in  which  case 
you  will  not  have  further  advice.  I  want  to  talk  over  the 
German  book  with  him,  which  I  shall  most  assuredly  soon 
get  through,  health  permitting,  in  the  course  of  February  or 
March. 

I  do  most  seriously,  comically,  earnestly,  and  jocosely  tell 
you  that  '*  Richard  Lb  himself  again,*'  and  therefore  "^qm  ^<^d. 
not,  HJbemiadlf,  baY9  any  fears  on  Tom'ii  w5C«>mi\.\  -^Xi^^ 


». vniiu  Kill  any  one  cLse,  could  iviuler  } 
as  loiiij  as  you  liked  to  lie  alive.  ]»iit  i 
an  odd  remedy,  like  being  revived  by  tl 

I  am  writing  a  strange  sorawl,  but  mj 
drawing.     Otherwise,  "  I  am  well,  conn 
saidy  when  he  was  asked  all  of  a  suddei 
quite  ashamed  of  these  bulletins  abou 
recollect  that  it  is  too  far  o£f  to  be  ol 
a  subject     Seriously  I  believe  I  am  bett 
it  somewhat  ostentatiously  on  my  frien< 
have  achieved  a  victory  unhoped-for  by  u 

To  aUude  to  the  battle  of  Waterloo,  1 
glad  to  make  it  a  drawn  game,  but  I  thin! 
Strasbouig  pie,  after  all. 

The  above  was  written  some  time  back, 
sleepiness.     I  have  now  yours  of  the  19 
the  cuts — I  think  they  are  a  good  set 
rather,  have  sent  off  three  more  large,  wh 
«Off  by  Mutual  Consent,"  will  make  i 
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you  on  Saturday  by  the  '^Menai;*'  our  post  comes  and  goes 
BO  awkwardly. 

Thank  God  I  keep  pretty  well, — a  day  or  two  back  rather 
illiahy  but  took  a  warm  bath  and  am  better,  wonderfully, 
considering  my  "confinement"  After  the  Custom-house 
stoppage,  no  fear  for  some  time  of  any  hitch.  It  only  cost 
three  shillings,  as  the  woman  says. 

I  hope  Mr.  C.  will  not  forget  the  books  I  wrote  for,  by 
next  Saturday's  boat.  Pray  send  me  proofist,  rough  or  any- 
how, of  all  the  cuts  you  can,  as  they  help  me  in  writing. 
Do  not  forget  this.  Bradbuiy's  proofs  will  do.  It  is  getting 
very  wintry,  and  I  and  the  fires  are  set  in — in  my  little 
room.  You  talk  of  a  grand  Christening  Batch--but  what 
is  to  be  the  name  of  "mj  eldest  daughter.  Sir?**  Tom 
exdaimed  pathetically  this  morning,  "I  wish  I  had  none 
teeth  !  '*  He  is  cutting  some  that  plague  him  !  He  draws 
almost  as  much  as  I  do,  and  very  funny  things  he  makes. 
He  picks  up  both  Flemish  and  French.  We  went  to  a 
French  play  the  other  night,  and  I  was  much  amused  by  an 
actor  Tery  much  d  la  Power.  It  set  me  theatrically  agog 
again.  Perhaps — who  knows) — I  may  yet  do  an  opera  with 
Rooke !  In  the  meantime,  I  shall  some  day  send  you  the 
piece  that  was  accepted  by  Price,  with  a  character  for  Listen, 
for  you  to  offer  to  Yates.  Jane  is  going  to  write,  so  I  make 
over  to  her  the  other  flap.  We  were  much  rejoiced  to  hear 
good  news  of  Mrs.  Dilke,  as  we  had  not  had  a  word.  Praj 
tell  Dilke  how  much  better  I  have  been,  and  take  care  of 
yourself,  and  belieyo  me,  with  Qod  bless  you  all, 

Yours  very  truly, 

Thomas  Hood. 

What  a  capital  fish  a  dory  is  !  We  had  one  for  dinner 
t'oth«r  duf.     Good — hot  or  cold. 
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Onm^  Iko.  If,  UMl 
Mt  dbab  Mrs.  Dilki^ 

As  I  alwaye  ouM  to  jour  ptrtiatfilfc ft  ^»oi4*«f 

bad  oold,  I  now  write  to  you  with  onWi  whUh  I  lunre  had  Ibr 

three  days  running.    Bat  it  waa'to  be  eipeoted,  oonridMAig 

the  time  of  the  year  and  the  eUmate^  which  is  ao  moist  Hiai 

it's  drier  when  it  raina  tliaa  wlien  it  don^    Ihen  theaa 

Phlegmings  (mind  and  alwqri  ^eO  it  aa  I  do)-«4he8a  PU^ 

mmgs  are  so  phlegmatio^  if  itPs  a  wet  nig^^  your  tunmfAimmn 

won't  fetch  you  luMne,  and  if  iVs  a  ocdd  ooe^  your  doolor 

won't  come;  if  he  does^  ten  to  one  you  may  ftnalal  Ua 

prescription.    If  itPs  a  aore,  a  caivot  ponltioe;  if  aa  faiwaid 

disorder,  a  carrot  diet    I  only  wonder  they  don^  feleed  at 

the  carotid  artery;  and  wlien  one*a  Iiead  is  ahaifed,  older  a 

carroty  wig.    The  on]|y  feaaon  I  can  find  ia  that  oairota  grow 

here  in  fields-fulL 

Well,  my  book  is  done^  and  Fm  not  deadi  thoogfa  Pre  had 
a ''  warning."  The  book  laa  mneh  longer  tliaa  I  had  eon- 
templated,  and  Fto  left  oat  aome  good  bita  after  all,  fer  Ibar 
of  compromising  Franck  and  my  infbrmaats.  It  haa  ludf  aa 
much  writing  again  aa  tlie  ''Oomic^"  and  I  told  B—— to 
consult  Dilke  about  the  prioe^  aa  it  haa  five  aheeta  more 
paper  and  print  than  the  AnnoaL  * 

We  thought  this  wed^s  ''Athennam'*  much  duller  than 
the  one  before  it;  it  liadu't  such  a  fine  hodk  fiaTOur.  I  read 
the  review  six  timea  oreri  finr  the  sake  of  the  eztraeto;  and 
then  the  extracts  six  times^  Ibr  tlie  sake  of  the  veriew.  If 
that  isn't  fair  play  between  author  and  oritic^  I  d(m't  know 
what  is.  I  have  been  prophesying  what  wUl  be  Dilke*a  next 
extracts. 

I  heard  of  two  young  men  obliged  to  fly  from  the  troulilea 
Mt  Hanover;  hut  it  toma  out  that  tbis}  ha!f«  fohbad  or 
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swindled  a  Chatham  Bank.  So  we  don't  improve.  A 
Colonel  B.  has  done  W.  out  of  100/.,  and  an  English  lady, 
in  passing  through,  did  the  banker  here  out  of  781.  Then 
an  EInglishman  shot  at  his  wife  the  other  day  with  an  air- 
gun;  and  Mrs.  F.  will  not  set  her  foot  in  our  house  again, 
because  I  gave  her  a  lecture  on  scandal-mongering;  and  the 
doctor  has  done  Captain  F.  in  the  sale  of  some  gin;  and  the 
Captain  talks  of  calling  out  the  doctor  for  speaking  ill  of  his 
wife ;  and  the  De  M.s  are  gone ; — a  fig  for  Reid  and  Marshall, 
and  their  revolving  hurricanes !  We  Ostenders  live  in  a 
perpetual  round  of  breezes. 

I  must  now  begin  to  nurse  poor  Jenny,  who  has  had  no 
time  to  mend  and  cobble  her  own  health  for  soldering  up 
mine.  The  children,  thank  Gfod,  are  very  well,  and  very 
good,  and  "so  clever  ! "    The  other  day,  Jane  advised  Fanny 

to  talk  to  C (about  her  own  age)  to  subdue  her  temper. 

'  Oh,"  said  Fanny,  "  she  is  so  giddy,  it  would  be  like  the 
Vicar  of  Wakefield  preaching  to  the  prisoners ! "  Tom  has, 
taken  to  his  book  con  amorey  and  draws,  and  spells,  and  tries 
to  write  with  all  his  heart,  soul,  and  strength.  He  has 
learned  of  his  own  accord  to  make  all  the  Roman  capitals, 
and  labels  all  his  drawings,  and  inscribes  all  his  properties, 
TOM  HOOD.  He  m  very  funny  in  his  designs.  The  other 
day,  he  drew  an  old  woman  with  a  book :  '*  That's  a  witch, 
and  the  book  is  a  Life  of  the  Devil ! "  Where  this  came 
from.  Heaven  knows.  But  how  it  would  have  shocked  Aunt 
Betsy!  The  fact  is,  he  pores  and  ponders  over  Retsch's 
*'  Faust,"  and  "  Hamlet,"  and  the  like,  as  a  child  of  larger 
growth.  But  he  is  as  well  and  jolly  and  good-tempered  as 
ever;  and  as  he  is  so  inclined  to  be  busy  with  his  little  head, 
we  don't  urge  him,  but  let  him  take  his  own  course.  So 
much  for  godma  and  godpa. 
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I  oumot  write  more  »t  present,  «  Mm;  a  in  the  nam, 

and  >he  is  a  great  liatener.     God  blen  yon  all  I 

Tonn  erer  truly, 

Tboiub  Hood. 

P.S.— I  shall  tlumk  Dilke  for  the  two  vols,  of  the  "AUt*- 
anum "  when  I  write  to  Mim,  which  will  be  after  the  tail  of 
my  review.  The  disoorery  at  Trire^  Ac,  is  stale — I  meui 
the  window  story — six  yean  old  at  leaet.  Puff  of  the  K.  of 
P.  to  gull  John  Bull  of  eome  money. 

P.P.S.— 1  forgot  to  mention  that  I  had  «  little  dnel  of 
moasages  with  luy  "soandal-mongering"  aoquaintaaoa*  the 
other  day.  "Pray  tell  Ur.  Hood,"  says  she,  "that  IhaT* 
no  doubt  but  his  complaint  is  a  teurrilmu  liver"  (sohiitona). 
So  I  sent  her  my  compliments  and  b^ged  leave  to  say  that 
was  better  than  a  "  cantankerous  ginard  I " 

*  H7  UUua  mortaUy  offandsd  tlu  alderlj  muden  ftftorwatd^  br  k  mii- 
duGToiu  peuM-oflering  et  ttcM  brown,  winened,  itoj  tppln  whick  go 
bj  the  nochuiUbla  titU  of  "madlan." — T.  H. 
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CHAPTER  VII. 


1839. 


A%  OiAeiid— Viiitf  Bngland  for  «  short  iinie— Letters  to  Mr.  Wright  and 
LioBi  de  Franck — Mrs.  Hood  Tisits  Bngland — ^Letter  to  her— Letters 
to  Mr.  PUke  and  I>r.  EUiot— <'  Up  the  Rhine  "  published. 

In  the  beginning  of  1839,  my  father  paid  a  short  visit  to 

England,  making  Mr.  Dilke*8  house  his  quarters  for  the  time 

being.     The  following  was  written  part  before  and  part  after 

the  visit. 

Bui  LoKOui,  OsTXND,  Chtiiimat  Day,  1888. 

"  Tim,"  says  he !  "  hier  ist  ein  brief  mit  my  own 
hand  geschrieben  at  last ! "  "  Time  it  was,**  says  you, — and 
so  think  I,  considering  our  old  comradeship ;  but  I  am  not 
going  to  plead  guilty  to  wilful  neglect,  or  mahce  prepense. 
Tou  know  how  my  time  is  divided, — first  I  am  very  ill,  then 
very  busy  to  make  up  for  lost  time, — and  then  m  conse- 
quence very  jaded  and  knocked- up,  which  ends  generally  in 
my  being  very  ill  again.  Neither  of  the  three  moods  is  very 
fitvourable  for  writing  long,  cheerful,  friendly  letters;  ergo, 
you  will  conclude  that  I  am  at  this  present  writing  neither 
ill,  busy,  nor  very  jaded,  which  is  precisely  the  oasa 

Your  letter  came  while  I  was  in  bed,  full  of  rising  ambi« 
tion,  so  I  read  it  before  I  got  up, — and  how  nicely  the  fellow 
timed  it,  thought  I,  to  arrive  on  this  very  morning  of  all 
the  days  in  the  year !  so  I  sit  down  to  try  whether  I  cannot 
hit  you  with  mine  on  New  Year  s-day.  You  will  like  to 
hear  all  about  me,  so  I  shall  make  myself  Number  One.  In 
health  I  am  better,  and  in  better  hope  than  of  late,  for  a 
complete  revolution  has  taken  place  in  my  views  on  the  sub- 
ject.     Hang  all  Rhinelaud,  except  a  b'vl  b^l^^«a'^T«D^t«\r 
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iMn  tnd  PfafTcndorf,  uid  all  Ha  doctor*.     Old  S ,  the 

Cathcrfio,  I  verily  believe  kaew  no  more  about  the  case  thau 

the  Jew  B !  but  he  ia  more  taken  up  with  the  eort  of 

little  Propaganda  there  is  id  Colrlenz,  for  converting  Pro- 
teitaote,  and  getting  Roman  Catholics  to  leave  their  property 
to  the  Cbun:!i,  and  walking  in  Corpus  Christi  proceaaiona 
than  with  medicine  or  its  ministrf.  For  I  hear  he  is  a 
notorioua  bigot  even  in  Coblens,  and  I  hate  all  bigots, 
GathoUo  or  Lutlieran,  He  told  me  my  complaint  was  iri 
the  loQgi;  and  I  described  the  Hjmptonia  to  Elliot,  who 
rather  coacorred  in  his  opinion ;  but  of  course  from  what  he 
was  told  only,  so  I  never  touched  trine,  beer,  or  epirite,  for 
aerenl  months!,  and  in  consequence  mu  it  so  fine,  that  on 
the  journey  here,  when  I  got  to  Lidge,  I  could  scarcely  speak. 
At  Brussels  I  began  to  find  out  I  had  gone  too  far  in  my 
temperance,  by  the  good  effects  of  some  bottled  porter;  and 
now  here  I  a.m  on  a  moderate  allowance  again,  and  even 
ordered  to  drink  a  little  gin-and-water.  So  won't  I  toast 
yoa  to-day,  my  old  follow,  in  a  brimming  bumper  ! 

The  doctor  here  is  an  eiperionccd  old  English  army  sur- 
geon, besideu  being  used  to  Londou  practice  I  and.  he.  aaM. 
&om  the  first  ha  oooU  tod  ao  pulaaonwy  ^yMj*o1gi«>tifc 
me.  The  truth  is,  my  oowtitulloD  k  ral^jlait  M  dm  Pn»; 
Bians  did  afUr  Quatra  "Bna,  and  ia  abowtng  fight,  tha  mm  tit. 
and  diet  here  being  hi  nty  &Tonr.  Ton  fawv  lAat  tta 
Rbineland  diet  is,  evon  at  the  boat,  while  hem  «•  have  OMfc 
quite  as  good  as  Englkfa,  good  wlute  whaatn  braacl.  If  M||^ 
thing  better  than  Enfljlah,  and  the  Tery  flnMt  THJitajbln  I 
ever  saw.  The  oonaeqnenoe  Is  1  eat  heartOy  goedhnalbf  . 
fests,  with  fish,  ix.,  and  ample  dianen:  in  htit,  we  have  Wir 
off  suppeiB  simply  fima  not  oaring  about  tbetn  in  gSMnLi 
Sometimes  we  have  a  Um  oyatara,  and  va  eet  ihrimpi^^lMhi 
mB  the  gprag  and  •niamer  throofh  I 
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All  this  lookB  welli  but  by  way  of  making  surer,  and  for 
the  flake  of  Elliot's  advice,  in  which  I  have  justly  such  con- 
fidence, I  am  on  the  point,  Tim,  of  a  visit  to  England,  as 
Elliot's  practice  will  not  let  him  come  to  me.  It  must  blow 
veiy  great  guns  on  Wednesday  morning,  or  I  leave  this  in 
the  Dover  mail  on  a  flying  visit  to  the  glorious  old  island  ! 
It  is  a  rough  season,  and  Jane  is  a  wretched  sailor;  and 
besides,  cook  and  hen  cannot  both  leave  the  nest  and  chicks 
at  the  same  time,  so  I  go  solus.  But  she  will  go  to  see  her 
mother,  I  expect,  in  the  spring  or  the  summer :  for  we  have 
made  up  our  minds  to  stay  here  another  year,  and  perhaps 
two.  It  will  be  some  time  before  I  shall  be  strong  enough 
to  live  a  London  life ;  and  being  mther  popular  in  that  city, 
I  cannot  keep  out  of  society  and  late  hours.  At  all  events 
I  am  close  at  hand  if  wanted  for  a  new  ministry.  Jane  says 
she  should  not  like  me  to  be  a  place  man,  for  fear  of  red 

spots. 

•  •  •  » 

Since  the  above  I  have  been  to  EIngland.  I  spent  there 
about  three  weeks,  and  am  just  returned,  full  of  good  news 
and  spirits.  Elliot  came  to  me,  and  after'  a  very  careful 
examination,  and  sounding  every  inch  of  mo  by  the  ear,  and 
by  the  stethoscope,  declares  my  lungs  perfectly  sound,  and 
the  complaint  is  in  the  liver.  He  altogether  coincides  with 
my  doctor  here,  both  as  to  the  case  and  its  treatment^  and 
my  own  feelings  quite  confirmed  their  vi^w ;  so  that  at  last 
I  seem  in  the  right  road.  But  what  long  and  precious  time 
I  have  lost — I  only  wonder  I  have  survived  it !  You  must 
be  a  great  lump  of  sugar,  indeed,  to  sweeten  such  Rhenish 
reflections.     The  ignorant  brutes ! 

The  main  reason  why  Elliot  wanted  to  see  me  was  because 
this  place  would  be  bad  for  the  lungs,  but  it  quite  suits  the 
real  case  as  I  must  have  much  air^  and  oaioxot'fi^UL  tst  tv\% 

VOL.  Z.  W 
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much,  or  exert  myidf  bodily.  So  Mft  air  Is  gDodt 
inff,  my  old  amusement  Tim,  at  which  I  waa  aa  adip^  and 
shall  soon  pick  it  up  again.  I  meaa  tliflrafan  to  aal^  and 
fish  for  my  own  dinner.  So  I  lutYa  made  up  wj  wiad  to 
stay  here  for  one  or  two  yean  to  ooma.  Wa  lika  flw  phai^ 
though  it  la  called  doll  fay  gay  paopk  and  thoaa  in  haahk 
But  that  juBt  suits  me,  who  am  not  atwng  anong^toraDoieiy; 
it  is  so  near  that  thoaa  we  care  abont  do  not  ndBd  aoniqsv 
and  as  we  have  four  posts  a  weA,  bminsas  goes  on  briaUty. 
It  is  as  good  as  English  wataring-plaoea  in  gensnl,  ao  I 
should  gain  nothing  hy  going  o?ar.  To  tail  the  troth,  I  was 
not  at  all  sorry  to  ooma  back,  Ibr  I  hafo  nover  been  in  bad 
before  one  or  two  in  tlie  morning  the  last  thioe  weskfc  Of 
course  we  are  veiy  happy,  for  my  death-wanant  waa  rignod 
if  such  blood  spitting  had  been  ftom  the  longs:  it  ia  not 
dangerous  in  this  case. 

Between  friends  and  business  I  had  a  regular  i^  in 
London,  for  there  were  sooh  aireaia:  for  instaaos^  among 
other  things,  all  my  aooounts  with  my  pobUahon  fbr  tima 
years  to  go  through  They  turned  oot  satisihotoryi  and 
besides  established  the  he^  whioh  is  hardly  ooooeivaUa  by 
those  who  are  experienced  on  the  aolgeot^  that  the  '^Oomio^ 
keeps  up  a  steady  ssle^  beings  if  anything^  hotter  than  last 
year.  All  other  annuab  have  died  or  are  dyings  Of  eooiaa 
this  is  quite  a  literaiy  triumph,  and  moreorer  I  had  to  pre- 
pare a  re-issue  of  all  the  old  one%  which  will  oomo  out 
monthly  in  future ;  you  shall  haye  them  when  oompleto  at 
the  year's  end.  MoreoYor,  my  German  book  is  to  oomo  out 
in  the  course  of  the  year.  I  send  you  prooik  of  some  of  die 
woodcuts  which  are  finished — you  will  recognise  some  of  tho 
portraits.  Then  I  propose  to  begin  a  ChQd*a  libraiyi*  ao  I 
hare  cut  out  plenty  of  work. 

*  Of  ill  tiie  projeeM  mOn,  wkidi  wm  iwftr  Is  U  fialilwa^  1 1«|^ 
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We  shall  haye  plenty  of  visitors  in  the  summer.  How  I 
wish  it  was  not  so  far  from  Bromberg !  Bat  we  shall  have 
railroads,  and  all  the  world  will  go  this  way  to  the  Rhine 
instead  of  Rotterdam.  It  is  a  nice  little  kingdom,  and  I 
like  the  people;  they  take  very  much  to  the  Ehiglish,  and 
adopt  our  customs  and  comforts,  and  almost  uniyersally 
speak  our  language  in  this  part  So  you  see,  had  the 
Luxembourg  afiair  come  to  a  head,  I  must  have  wished  you 
a  good  licking.  What  fun,  if  your  19th  had  been  ordered 
down,  and  you  had  been  taken,  Johnny,  with  me  for  your 
jailor,  and  answerable  for  your  parole  !  As  to  the  Cologne 
affair,  I  think  your  kiug  is  perfectly  right.  Fair  play  is  a 
jewel,  and  an  agreement  is  an  agreement;  but  he  is  placed 
in  a  critical  position,  very — at  all  events  a  very  troublesome 
one.  It  quite  agrees  with  my  prophecies.  You  know  I 
don't  meddle  in  politics,  but  I  will  give  you  my  view  of 
affairs.  There  will  be  a  row  in  Hanover  :  it  will  not  suit 
your  king  to  have  popular  commotions  so  near  home,  so  he 
will  interfere  to  put  it  down,  and  finally  hold  Hanover  for 
himself.  Then,  as  to  Luxembourg,  the  French  long  to  pay 
off  the  old  grudge  on  you  Prussians.     If  you  should^  get  a 

tluB  moit  of  alL  My  father  had  a  knack  of  inyenting  children's  storiei, 
and  was  always  a  great  favourite  with  little  folk.  There  are  many — ^noi 
little  folk  now — who  remember  his  gentleness  and  kindness  in  ^mTiging 
them.  He  nsed  to  tell  stories,  illustrating  them  with  sketches  made  as  he 
told  them — of  these,  alas,  only  the  illustrations  remain.  With  myself  and 
my  sister  he  was  very  fond  of  playing — suggested  games  to  us  and  pointed  out 
the  "  properties  "  that  would  suit  them.  He  was  very  fond  of  I>r.  Elliot's 
children,  to  whom  he  frequently  wrote,  and  sent  paper  animals,  etc,  cut 
out  very  cleverly.  During  his  last  illness  a  very  beautiful  miniature  of 
four  of  these  little  favourites  lay  on  his  bed,  and  he  used  to  take  much 
pleasure  in  contemplating  it.  Some  letters,  in  another  part  of  this  work, 
written  to  them,  will  prove  how  well  he  would  have  written  such  a  Child's 
Library  as  he  here  speaks  ol  Critics,  in  reviewing  "Precocious  Piggy," 
have  remarked  how  capitally  its  metre  and  rhymt  ax«  «jdBi^\AA.  lot  "Dla^xikt^ 
memories^ — T.  K 
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bofttiag  Kt  tlie  begiBoillgt  X  Aould  fear  Catholic  {FrmtJi  m 
AmtQ  Shineland  will  rte;  hut  if  yon  PruagiBus  like,  fou 
will  keep  Lnzembonig  to  npty  you  fgr  defendiitg  it  for  the 
J>iUA  So  the  beat  tUbg  fur  all  partiea  is  to  keep  the 
peace:  sod  wtuterer  fm  Jut-headed  young  soldiem  may 
wiflh,  I  think  your  kin^s  prudence  will  keep  us  from  war; 
•od  ao  long  life  to  him  1  Am  for  England,  tet  liberala  must 
beftt  aooner  or  Utor;  tb*  mOBey  and  oommerce  iiitereata  will 
beat  the  landed,  who  bam  too  long  kad  ii  tkais  vmrn-mtiji 
and  then  no  more  oont4ft«t  I  *  Hmo,  if  70K  PBHrins  ht 
wise,  you  will  encourage  ftw  tntde^  and  tak*  oar  HMafefr 
tures  for  your  timbar  and  flon,  iriMVibj  «•  AaH  bitt 

But  you  abroad  liM*  s  plan,  oo  tht  iqipoaiaaB  Itift- O* 
Toriea  will  come  agafai  iato  powg-  fo  thij  OM^i  bat  «iB 

itever  keep  it,  nor  the  Whiga  titb«r  j  tb««  it  ft  AM  TH^, 
not  Radicals,  but  a  natioiud  «iMk  will  and  mat  nla  ak  ha^ 
for  the  general  and  Bot  |cif»t«  tntwaatfc  I  do  not  miibfhi. 
but  look  on,  and  sea  it  qnietJf  getting  onwda  tow aida  a 
consummation  ao  deroDtfy  t*  be  wiabed  fcr. 

Leopold,  whatever  70a  maj  bear,  ii  popola^  a«l  Jnn^j 
BO,  in  this  countt?,  whiA  ia  »  mora  vealihjr  on*  tfna  it 
generally  suppoged. 

Brngea  is  a  deltghtflil  littk  cUj,  fiv  mj  ooa  with  aa 
artist's  eye.  It  is  only  finrteao  milet  oB,  and  70a  oan  gat 
there  by  the  barge  tmt  a  fraao  and  a  halt  It  ia  qnUe  a  gam 
in  its  way. 

By  the  bye,  I  am  gi^ng  to  to^  to  paint  a  Ut  ia  oQ :  t  tht 

*  It  will  Iw  obMrrtd  (h  la  Ike  ani  paivitt)  Oi*  i*  IhM  wf 
fuber'*  ptopheclM  wen  mtmSkmit  «mn^T-t  B. 
t  HUiidskniDDt,  lUlltw.peHa  i|iiii<liiitfn  SMSfjaMahlafa 


Sikd  white, — wl-«apik  J  _  _ 

Aont "    ne  SMbenoMa't  wtt^  la  Am  t»A-tf  iiai^"  wtft  ils  lilhM 
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artiBty  who  took  my  portrait,  has  set  me  up  for  materiel. 
He  has  taken  an  excellent  likeness  of  me,  which  is  going  to 
be  engrayed  for  the  re-issue,  so  that  I  shall  be  able  to  send 
jou  a  copy  of  my  copy.  Jane  is  quite  satisfied  with  it, 
which  is  saying  all  in  its  fayour.  I  am  going  to  tiy  to 
paint  Tom's  likeness,  as  we  haye  Fanny's  already.  As  I 
know  nothing  of  the  rudiments  I  expect  to  make  some 
awful  daubs  at  first, — may  I  say  like  Miss  A ^'s  ? 

Jane  told  you  of  some  articles  I  haye  written  for  a  sporting- 
book,  but  we  are  not  able  to  get  the  letter-press.  The 
plates  you  will  receiye  next  parcel  as  a  present  from  Jane. 
They  are  yeiy  good,  and  I  know  they  will  hit  your  taste. 
The  plates  I  wrote  to  were  the  donkey-race,  and  of  course 
the  fishing.  When  I  was  in  London  I  learned  that  Bond, 
our  tackle-maker,  has  just  wound  up  his  line  of  life,  leaying 
a  good  sum  behind  him.  I  inquired  if  there  is  extra  strong 
tackle ;  so  let  me  know  what  you  want  directly,  and  all  shall 
come  to  you  in  one  parcel,  "  Comic,**  sporting-plates,  and  alL 
You  are  at  a  distance  that  makes  me  cautious  of  carriage, 
or  I  would  send  the  latter  articles  now. 

I  sent  a  "  Comic  **  to  the  Prince,  vid  Hamburg,  in  a  parcel 
of  Count  Raczinski's,  or  some  such  name, — the  same  who  is 
publishing  a  gallery  of  German  art. 

You  talking  of  my  haying  "  a  box  out  in  the  spring !  *' 

window,  under  a  straggling  moon,  and  a  huge  ware  filling  up  the  fore- 
ground,  foam-crested,  and  in  the  centre  a  great  gull  flapping  its  white 
wingi.  This  I  held  to  be  the  ghost  of  the  drowned  seaman,  at  my  father's 
prompting,  who  signed  it — ''The  Seaman's  Dream."  We  hare  too  the 
unfinished  sketch  in  oils  of  a  group  illustratire  of  a  poem,  to  be  called 
"Death  and  the  Little  Girl"  The  picture  represents  the  conTentioual 
Death,  with  a  child  sitting  on  his  knee  in  a  churchjrard.  The  sketch  of 
the  poem,  as  I  recollect  it,  was,  that  the  child,  crossing  the  chnrohjard, 
fell  in  with  a  stranger,  who  conversed  so  pleasantiy  with  her  that  she  was 
induced  to  faring  him  (Death)  home,  where  her  sick  fiither  was  lying.  The 
outlines  of  the  painting  and  poem  are  all  I  can  gire.  How  the  maitec* 
hand  would  bare  iUad  them  in,  ia  not  to  be  io\v«i\i«c%.<-^.'^ 
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Why,  mu  filire  I  the  stewardeas  of  our  London  packet 
fetobea  and  carries  like  a  spaniel  eveiy  week  between  me  and 
my  puUUher.  Your  lost  gorge-hook  tickled  me  as  much  u 
it  poked  its  fuu  into  ;ou.  You  must  hnvo  raio  sport,  tnd 
of  coarse  do  uot  regret  the  Ebiue,  Moselle,  and  Lnhu,  Do 
jou  ever  drop  iu  bow  1  I  should  like  to  £ralt  my  tackia 
with  BOnie  of  your  large  fish  ;  but  I  am  a  prematurely  oU 
man,  Tim,  and  pcLst  travelling,  except  ou  a  short  stage.  I 
had  fears  I  should  perhaps  disgrace  my  soamsmsliip  by  being 
aaa-aick,  my  stoiuocb  having  become  so  deranged,  but  I  held 
out ;  to  be  Burc  I  had  fine  passages,  althotigh  one  fellow,  a 
fox-hunter,  was  very  ill.  England  seemed  much  the  aame 
oa  when  I  left  it,  but  1  waa  astonished  by  some  of  the  hotel 
charges  on  the  road,  beiug  positively  less  than  on  the  Rhine. 
The  Dilkes  dined  with  me  ;  he  is  as  well  ns  ever,  and  they 
all  deured  their  kind  remembrances  to  "  Mr.  Franks." 

Old  H is  still  dying.     He  Hometimes  gets  my  Wend 

W to  write  at  his  dictation  to  Richard  D ,  when  ho 

ia  on  ft  journey,  in  tluB  style: — "Dkar  Rigr^tHn — Sj[  tlio 
time  you  receive  thia,  jwa  poor  biotbtr  «ill  bl  BO  ttOn^ 
I  died  about  noon  tm  •>— ^*'  cad  thn  W— •  hwafci  in, 
"Why,  my  dear  mr,  but  }>oa  tn  not  ffeinf  ■»  ■Mrl" 
"  Ah,  80  you  think,  but  »  fnttf  wt  of  fotia  /on  wffl^  look 
wheu  you  see  the  Aottani  iqk  Brnd  for  Dt.  Br-  ■■ 
directly  I "  And  so  forth ;  ud  in  an  hour  or  two  aftsrvpfdi^ 
he  is  in  bis  chaise  at  »  oouniBg  maating  1  *  It  ii  qaite  *. 
fiurce,  and  W imitttea  him  mgittBj.    ITow  I  do  -mSff 

■  This  gmiU«in«>>  ii  wliMHj*^  wtf^«t  a  ilMwatw  ii  "!%*• 
BliinB,"  wherda  ha  flgUM  MMnAal  la  Hw  rij^  it  "Mr.  A^Ma'^lar. 
"HTunphnr  Olinker."    IbtftafviM  Mnt  if  ItoaMaMit  aqrMMrti 

hunoiaai  writing  WM,  tM  ka  T«d  "Hmnikig  OtekH)"  ■■WMnafc' 
aundj.-uid  "TomJtM^'aii— ^*rt#ri^^>illhH*ail*iaHbWfc 
nnethiiit  br  man  ImImBoh  wWA  mmImii^  Intfa^aM  U- 
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belieye  that  I  am  only  alive,  on  the  contrary,  through  never 
giving  up.  With  such  a  wife  to  teaze,  and  such  children  to 
teaze  me,  I  do  not  get  80  weary  of  life  as  some  other  people 
might — Lieutenants  at  Bromberg,  for  instance,  in  time  of 
peace.  Moreover,  I  am  of  some  slender  use.  In  the  spring 
I  wrote  and  published  three  letters  on  the  state  of  the  Law 
of  Copyright,  which  made  a  stir  in  the  literary  world  of 
London,  and  an  M.P.  borrowed  my  ideas  and  made  a 
flourish  with  them  in  the  House.  Moreover,  a  fellow 
attacked  me  and  some  others  for  our  infidelity,  &o.,  where- 
upon I  took  up  the  cudgels  in  a  long  poem,  which  delighted 
an  old  gentleman  so  much  that  he  called  it  "  Hood*8 
Sermon  /"*  You  will  hear  of  me  next  in  orders,  as  the 
Rev.  Dr.  Johnny. 

As  for  the  Comic,  I  did  it  this  year  with  such  ease,  and  at 
such  a  gallop,  that  I  sent  MSS.  faster  than  they  could 
acknowledge  the  receipt  thereo£  I  never  did  it  so  easily 
before.  The  fact  is,  provided  my  health  should  clear  up, 
and  I  get  strong,  I  am  but  beginning  my  career.  For  the 
fun  of  the  thing  I  must  tell  you  that  there  has  been  a  short 
memoir  of  me  published.  You  will  judge  how  well  the 
author  knows  me  when  he  says,  "  we  believe  his  mind  to  be 
more  serious  than  comic,  we  have  never  known  him  laugh 
heartily  either  in  company  or  in  rhyme."  But  my  methodist 
&oe  took  him  in,  for  he  says,  "  the  countenance  of  Mr.  Hood 
is  more  solemn  than  merry.**  The  rest  is  a  great  deal 
handsomer  than  I  deserve,  and  a  proof  how  unfounded  the 
notion  is  of  envy  and  spite  among  literary  men.t 

•  The  "  Ode  to  Rae  Wilson."  -T.  H. 

t  My  ^ther  leems  to  hAve  been  "  almost  perraaded,"  bj  the  popikr 
demand  on  him  for  fan  rather  than  eerions  writing,  that  be  waa  not 
poieeMed  of  a  eerioiu,  as  well  as  a  comic  Vein.  /  Unej  the  latter  was 
more  of  an  Art-erj  than  the  former— witness  **  The  Btid^  ol  €&%W  laoid. 
"Tb0lA/oftbelMbonnr."   Mjfathttr'tteitimQfii^Vk^^miiX 
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Aud  now  I  think  I  hare  told  you  eTerything  about  myadf. 
Jenny  is  as  thin  as  she  has  been  for  a  long  time ;  my  last 
illnesB  frightened  her ;  indeed  we  have  both  had  a  fear  we 
kept  to  ourselves,  but  of  conrse  she  will  now  laugh  and  get 
fat  There  is  a  treat  too  in  store  for  her,  for  when  the 
weather  is  fine  enough,  she  is  going  over  to  see  her  femily, 
three  years*  absence  is  a  trial  to  such  a  heart  as  hers. 
Luckily,  she  has  no  longer  the  dinner  anxieties,  and  the 
wish  and  prayer  for  a  new  ''  animal "  that  so  worried  her  in 
Coblenz  !  I  get  nothing  now  that  1  cannot  eat,  aud  as  to 
drink,  I  am  quite  a  Temperance  Society,  though  I  am  now 
allowed  a  little  wine.  To  be  sure  she  still  sticks  to  her  old 
fault  of  going  to  sleep  while  I  am  dictating,  till  I  tow  to 
change  my  t^omanuensis  for  amanuensis.  And  moreorer 
she  took  the  opportunity  during  my  absence  of  buying  a 
plaice  with  red  «/)oto— could  not  eat  it  after  all — ^verdicty 
"  Sarve  her  right,"  when  we  can  get  plenty  of  turbot.  Do 
you  know  one  of  our  first  freaks  on  coming  here  t  There  is 
a  little  library  two  doors  ofi*,  and  we  sat  down  and  read  all 
its  stock  of  books  slap  through.  The  bill  came  in.  "To 
reading  155  volumes  —  francs !  ** 

Don't  you  wish  you  had  been  one  of  the  /ranct,  as  you 
complain  so  of  want  of  reading?  We  get  newspapers,  but 
have  no  society,  save  what  we  import,  such  as  the  Dilkes*. 
There  are  lots  of  English  here,  but  many  of  them  outlaws  ; 
this  is  like  Calais,  Boulogne,  Ac.,  being  a  sort  of  city  of 
refuge  for  gentlemen,  who  won't  or  can't  pay  their  debts. 

We  have  plenty  of  military,  and  are  consequently  treated 
with  abundance  of  duel& 

Our  doctor  knows  and  tells  us  all  the  news  and  scandal 
of  the  place.     Fanny  has  been  at  a  day  school,  but  we  have 

between  men  of  letters  came  from  his  heart,  I  know.     I  do  not  think  he  had 
Mn  enemy,  although  the  Ub$  of  tome  writtxt  wm  Tvp^ifOKoX  \a>DU&.«-^.  H. 
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taken  her  home  again,  as  she  was  being  taught  French  in 
French,  and  consequently  learnt  nothing  but  an  unknown 
tongue.  I  wish  you  could  see  Tom ;  to-morrow  is  his 
birthday  (Jan.  19th),  and  he  will  "take  his  three.*^*  He  is 
very  good-hearted  and  affectionate  also,  and  quite  a  young 
''Comic"  for  fun  and  droll  mischief.  He  has  a  famous 
notion  of  drawing  for  such  a  shrimp,  and  the  other  day  came 
with  his  thumb  and  finger  opened  like  a  pair  of  compasses 
to  measure  his  ma*s  nose  to  take  her  portrait  He  is  as 
strong  too  as  a  little  horse,  and  always  welL  He  makes  us 
roar  sometimes  with  his  imitations ;  but  one  the  other 
night  was  beautiful  He  saw  Fanny  at  her  prayers,  quietly 
slipped  away,  knelt  down  by  his  bed,  clasped  his  little  hands, 
and  said  gravely, "  my  loye  to  pa,  and  my  lore  to  ma,  and  all 
my  friends  in  England." 

I  wish  it  might  please  one  of  the  Princes  to  want  a  com- 
panion in  a  trip  to  England  vid  Ostend,  that  you  might  see 
us  all.     I  think  we  are  set  in  here  for  at  least  another  year. 

It  must  be  something  very  tempting  to  make  me  go  to 
London  as  yet ;  it  would  kill  me  in  a  month.  Indeed  I  am 
better  already  for  being  back.  Even  the  pleasure  is  bad  for 
me,  as  all  excitement  teuds  to  urge  the  circulation,  and 
cause  palpitation.  What  do  you  think,  Tim  !  Dr.  Elliot 
says  that  my  heart  is  rather  lower  hung  than  usual ;  but 
never  mind,  you  shall  always  find  it  in  the  right  place. 

Tim,  says  he,  tell  me  in  your  next  all  about  my  brothers 
in  arms, — I  guess  I  puzzle  some  people  here  with  my  Prussian 
officer's  cloak.  Suppose  they  seize  me  for  a  Luxembourg 
spy  1  But  ilpropos  of  my  old  comrades,  who  does  not 
remember  Wildegans,  f  himself  excepted  t     I  saw  some  very 

*  An  aUusion  to  the  old  thre«-handed  cribbage  at  CSoblens,  for  which 
imth  suffered — I  wm /<mr. — T.  H. 
f  Voor  Wild^Biu,  mm  §ome  of  our  readen  vxMtX  \ia.T%  coucX^'Ajiw^  li^xwii^^ 
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long  lines  of  his  family  flying  ioottiwwdt  ofw  tha  Mft  ■obm 
two  montlis  back,  and  propbeiied  (and  it  it  ooom  tnw) 
some  severe  weather.  Does  he  itill  hA  kindly  towards  xm, 
or  have  they  cut  off  his  breast^  heart  and  all,  to  nooke^  at 
they  do  thereabouts  t  Does  he  aometimea  drink  our  health 
in  the  waters  of  oUivion  t  I  am  wioked  enoog^  to  aiQOj 
his  being  put  over  your  head  after  all  year  trioka  npon  him ; 
so  pray  congratulate  him  on  hia  promotioni  We  remem- 
bered him  at  Christmas^  over  onr  pudding;  Jane  wiahed  yoo 
both  a  slice,  and  I  wished  yon  a  skewer.  I  aoapeot  yon  do 
not  often  see  "Cario^**  bat  give  our  kind  rememfanuieea 
when  you  meet,  also  ^  Von  Hengel,*'  and  "  Von  Bontonkoo- 
kowski,**  as  Jane  saja  when  she  attempts  hia  name.  That 
march  is  often  a  march  c£  mind  in  my  memosy^  and  I  am 
again  at  the  Buigomaster^s^  or  at  "Vl^ttenbeig;  or  Sddonken- 
dorf,  not  foigetting  the  Chltean,  and  the  jack  fiahiQg,  I  do 
hope  my  kind  captain  is  as  well  as  when  he  oiveilooked  oar 
sport  from  the  window. 

I  liave  taken  him  of  the  fiom^  at  hia  word,  and  drawn  him. 
I  think  the  sketchea  will  prove  how  vividly  I  have  remem- 
bered that  frolic.  I  have  made  some  of  my  frienda  hngh 
over  it  in  description.  I  do  not  like  to  ask  who  may  be 
gone,  like  the  poor  M^jor  I  Ton  most  not  finget  my  respeote 
to  the  ColoneL 

was  troubled  with  a  duRi  memoiyi  aa  ibseaee  of  miad— aad  aa  alMmdaaoe 
of  "chaff"  in  conaeqiMioa  Oa  oae  oooarioa,  at  OoUoa^  ftaaok  ooald 
not  find  his  sword  to  go  to  perada.  What  vts  to  be  dsaa  I  Ha  kai^ 
was  sonnding  I— when  ha  duaood  to  look  ost  «l  his  vindov,  aad  sav  the 
solemn  Wildegans  manihiiig  off  with  fao  Bwoid%  ens  oa  each  ridtt  On 
another  occasion,  soon  aftar  Iks  hnsk-ap  of  Iha  frosl  (daxiB(tAlok  the 
bridge  of  boats  is  remo?adX  hs  vts  foaad,  paoiag  u^  tad  dowa,  iMfoas  Ike 
rutored  bridge,  waiting  for  the  fvrghoai  to  take  him  onr  to  Bhvsahntt- 
stein.  I  need  haidly  ssj,  his  aaaie  AngHfliswd  is  ^mdfooae^  wkmoe  Ike 
Oarman  nickname,  Ganaerioh  (gMmj}t  givia  Um  hj  hishrathir 
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I  fear  to  ask  about  the  translation  of  "  Eugene  Aram/'  it 
waa  in  the  most  difficult  style  possible  to  translate  into 
German;  plain,  almost  quaker-like,  whereas  the  German 
poetical  style  is  floweiy  almost  to  excess. 

We  are  suffering  from  quite  Brombeig  winter  h&re  ;  it  is 
like  our  first  winter  at  Coblenz.  On  resuming  my  letter 
this  morning,  I  found  my  ink  friz  in  the  stand.  But  we 
haye  good  coal  fires  and  grates,  though  I  almost  scorch 
myself  in  getting  warm.  I  told  you  of  two  children  being 
frozen  here,  and  this  morning  I  heard  that  three  more,  all 
in  the  same  bed,  haye  been  frozen  to  death  at  Bruges. 
I  suppose,  poor  things,  they  had  only  an  ''ofen,''  not  a 
grate. 

I  do  not  approye  of  your  Priyate  Plays.  Officers  ought 
not  to  be  priyates  :  but  perhaps  you  play  in  such  a  style, 
that  the  priyater  the  better.  Of  course  mein  Heh-freund 
Wildegans  bothers  the  prompter.  I  would  giye  a  trifle 
to  be  within  a  hiss  of  your  performance,  to  see  how  fiercely 
you  would  curl  those  moustaches  of  yours,  which  the  Prince 
so  properly  made  you  dock.  Jane  and  I  agree,  that  in  a 
sentimental,  heroical,  tearing,  German  part,  you  would  be 
capital,  remembering  what  a  fine  passion  you  were  in  onse 
toiih  Miss  A.  and  at  me  and  Wildegans. 

Jane  and  I  try  to  fancy  a  performance  something  as  fol- 
lows : — A  house,  pretty  well  lighted  up,  but  with  something 
of  the  look  of  a  riding-schooL  In  the  centre  box  a  stiff  old 
goyemor,  like  a  soldier  preseryed  in  ice.  About  seyenteen 
ladies,  in  plenty  of  fur,  and  with  rather  blue  noses,  attended 
by  fifty-one  officers,  twenty-fiye  of  them  all  in  loye  with  the 
same  face.  No  gallery,  but  a  pit  frill  of  fellows  with  a  bit  of 
yellow  on  their  collars,  and  a  fugleman,  that  they  may 
applaud  in  the  right  place&  Scene — the  Brake  ;  a  gentle- 
man Bahing.     Then  enter  a  lady — ^to  coickmix.  vo^^ss^^  \ei 
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drowning.  He  angler  Immnnel^  dimuades  her,  because 
■h«  would  frighten  the  fi«b,  and  the;  foil  into  argument  on 
the  romontio  idea  of  suicide.  Tlio  angler  becomes  enamoured, 
«&d  requests  the  lady  to  hold  his  rod,  while  he  kneels  down 
«nd  laja  his  hand  on  his  heart.  Tie  [irotc«U  ba  was  never 
in  lore  but  seven  times  before-,  but  had  oflen  been  faUen  in 
lore  with.  The  lady  liatenij,  and  seems  not  averao  to  the 
matoh ;  bat  in  strilcing  awkwardly  at  a  salmon,  she  suapa 
tbo  top  joint,  and  that  breaks  off  everything. 

Scene  the  second.  The  angler  in  his  room,  smuking.  A 
friend  oomes  in,  lakes  down  a  pipe  from  the  wall,  and  amukea 
in  company. 

Sosne  the  third.  A  pathetic  interview  betweou  a  lady 
and  a  lover  with  two  swords  on  :  she  asks  bim  tf  "  be  can 
ever  forget  her  t  "  and  he  answers  "  yea." 

Soone  the  fourth.  A  duel  between  the  angler  and  his 
best  fHend,  becaiiaa  the  lady  had  broken  his  rod.  They  are 
parted  by  the  lady's  mother,  who  aaka  tlie  augler  to  dinner, 
and  promisee  him  more  brawn  than  the  can  eat. 

Scene  the  fiith.  A  ball,  with  only  one  gentleman  who 
can  dance.  He  walteea  with  them  all  in  turn,  and  tbeu 
dropa  down  a  corpse. 

Scene  the  siitb.  The  ghost  of  the  dancing  gentleman 
q>peara :  he  forgets  that  be  is  dead,  and  ie  fetched  by  three 
little  blaok  boys  with  horns  and  long  taiU. 

Scene  the  seventh.  Tbe  angbr  ak  diiUMt  witk  Ham  «U 
lady  and  the  brawn.  Hw  old  kdy  mm  to  tAaim  Vim, 
and  M^  "  he  faaa  good  tMlh  1 " 

Scene  tlie  eighth,  i.  gantkiMB  flcOM  on  to  ring  «  n*|^. 
but  can't,  because  he  bM  pwrtod  with  kit  *■  MIol"  * 

*  llit  «M  Oulovie^  wlw  |Ha  ma  a  IMU  qwM  mIU  Bdk  ■■••' 

Am  tt.  teDtt,  nte>  to  m  »Mk  aC  Ini*^  ^Am  Iffllm  mm 
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Scene  the  ninth.  The  Brake.  The  lady  and  the  angler 
meet  by  appomtment  He  ofifers  her  his  heart  and  a  fine 
sahnon,  and  she  accepts  the  sahnon. 

Scene  the  tenth.  A  lieutenant  in  a  rage  because  he  is 
not  a  captain.  He  throws  a  set  of  somersets  in  trying  to 
promote  himself  oyer  his  own  head. 

Scene  the  eleyenth.  The  nine  o'clock  trumpet^  and  the 
play  is  snapped  off  like  the  top  joint  The  angler  veiy 
crusty,  because  there  was  an  embrace  in  scene  twelye,  and  the 
young  lady  to  be  in  loye  with  him. 

Talking  of  loye,  just  imagine  the  following  little  dialogue 
after  reading  your  last  letter  : 

''I  wonder/'  said  Jane,  ''if  he  has  eyer  lost  his  heart 
againt" 

"  I  don't  know,"  says  I ;  "  but  he  complains  he  has  lost 
some  lengths  of  his  line.*' 

The  salmon  that  won't  take  a  bait  must  be  a  puzasler. 
My  doctor  is  an  Irishman,  and  if  I  see  him  before  I  dose 
this,  I  will  ask  him  if  he  knows  anything  on  the  subject 
You  know  they  haye  salmon  in  the  Liffey,  and  many  other 
riyera 

You  see  I  was  right,  after  all,  about  the  beayers  in 
Germany — ^they  are  otters !  But  what  a  goose  you  are  to 
shoot  them  I*  Otter  hunting  is  capital  sport,  I  belieye,  with 
dogs  and  spears.  There  is  an  account  of  it  in  one  of  Scott's 
noyels — I  think  in  ''  Rob  Roy.*'  So  there  is  a  new  yariety 
of  sport  open  to  you.     I  will  see  if  I  can  get  any  informa- 

tlwayi  being  promoted  orer  Ids  head,  probably  owing  to  his  not  haying^  m 
Ui  RngliwhTnan,  any  interest  at  Head-Quartexs.  Soene  the  serenth,  refers 
to  an  old  story  invented  about  the  time  of  the  "beef  jam."  It  was  some- 
thing about  an  old  lady,  with  imperfect  organs  of  mastication,  some  tough 
brawn,  and  a  young  lieutenant  with  irreproachable  irory.  With  the 
addition  that  "  what  you  chews  ! "  was  the  point  of  the  story,  I  leare  my 
naden  to  fill  up  the  details  ss  they  choose.— T.  H. 
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tioQ  about  that,  too.  In  the  meantime,  wbenerer  you 
write,  do  not  fail  to  giye  me  any  anecdotes  as  to  fiahes, 
fishing,  or  sporting  in  general,  as  well  as  any  new  jokes  of 
your  locality. 

Whilst  I  was  in  London,  the  Royal  Exchange  was  bamt 
down  to  the  ground.  A  great  sensation  waa  caused  amongst 
the  spectators  by  the  chimes  in  the  tower  of  the  EzchaDge 
striking  up  in  the  midst  of  the  flames  with  the  yery  appro- 
priate air  of  *'  There's  nae  luck  about  the  House.''  To  make 
the  coincidence  more  curious,  there  are  half  a  doaen  other 
tunes  they  play  by  turns  through  the  weeL 

I  hope  the  Bank  wiU  take  no  advantage  of  it  when  people 
go  there  for  the  money,  for  the  cashiers  might  now  say, 
"  We  have  got  no  'Change."  Another  practical  joke  was  that 
Wilson,  the  Radical  bookseller,  was  the  only  Conservatiye, 
his  shop  being  the  only  one  that  was  at  all  left  standing. 

Sad  news  from  Canada  of  reyolt  and  fighting.  I  earnestly 
hope  that  a  timely  redress  of  grieyances,  and  they  seem  to 
have  some,  will  prevent  a  struggle  that  would  end,  like  the 
American  war,  in  their  loss  to  England.  The  Spaniards 
seem  to  have  acted  like  all  other  foreign  states  towards 
England,  when  money  was  concerned, — the  legion  broken 
up  for  want  of  pay,  which  the  Spanish  goyemment  coolly 
cheats  them  of.  That  massacre  of  English  prisoners  by  the 
Carlists  was  a  brutal  affair.  When  we  came  here  we 
travelled  with  a  very  nice,  gentlemanly,  elderly  Irishman, 
whom  we  liked  very  much,  and  he  took  very  much  to  us. 
I  found  out  that  he  was  a  Catholic  priest^  very  high  in  the 
Irish  church.  He  had  been  to  Rome,  and  spoke  with  dis- 
gust of  the  little  that  religion  had  to  do  with  the  civil  wars 
in  Spain — that  it  was  purely  political,  and,  in  fact,  Protestant 
princes  patronised  the  Carlists.  Ainti  va  le  monde  I  And  I 
Mm  yery  ^lad  that  I  have  had  nothing  to  do  with  politics^ 
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though  they  try  hard  to  identify  me  with  some  party  or 
other.  So,  as  I  am  no  "sidesman,"  but  only  a  "merry- 
thought,** the  leading  reviews.  Whig  and  Tory,  have  care- 
fully abstained  from  noticing  me  or  my  works.  This  is 
funny  enough  in  professedly  literary  reviews,  and  shows  they 
are  practically  political  ones.  And  the  result  is,  I  am  goin^ 
I  understand,  to  be  reviewed  by  the  Radical  review,  and,  I 
hear,  favourably. 

Some  weeks  ago  some  fellow  or  other  on  the  Tory  ude 
wrote  a  poem  against  the  miniBtry,  and  forged  my  name  to 
it,  and  I  had  a  skirmish  on  the  subject  The  fact  is  there 
is  a  sety  who  try  to  write  down  and  libel  all,  who  are  not 
Tories,  neutrals  like  myself  included;  it  is  too  bad,  but  they 
will  sink  of  themselves  at  last  from  sheer  want  of  character 
and  principle.  I  am  not  afraid  of  them,  and  do  not  think 
they  will  care  to  attack  me,  as  I  am  apt  to  get  the  laugh  on 
my  side.  I  was  the  more  annoyed  at  the  forgery,  because  it 
was  addressed  to  the  Queen.  Are  we  not  in  luck,  Tim,  to 
have  such  a  nice  young  girl  to  be  loyal  to  t  She  is  very 
popular,  and  does  good  by  frequenting  the  theatres,  ko. 
Her  mother  is  very  much  respected,  and  has  done  her  dulj 
both  to  her  daughter  and  to  the  nation,  in  a  manner  that 
deserves  a  statue  at  the  hands  of  the  English  ladie&  But  I 
must  pull  up  or  I  shall  have  no  room  for  the  messages. 
Tom  sends  his  love  to  "Fank,  Yildidans,  Tarlevitch,  and 
Towski,"  Fanny  joins  in  chorus,  and  Jane  sends  her  kindest 
regards,  and  says  she  has  no  chance  of  learning  French  here, 
there  is  so  much  English.  There  is  plenty  of  Flemish  too, 
but  I  can't  learn  it;  and  so  must  tell  you  in  the  mother 
tongue,  that  I  am,  my  dear  Franck,  your  friend  ever,  and 
in  all  sincerity,  to  the  end  of  the  line,  and  without  a  weak 
length  in  it. 

Thokas,  Tin,  loB^on  Ha«^; 
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P.a  Should  you  lee  ''  Hood's  Own"  adfirttaod  ia  pi^  of 
your  northern  papen,  H  is  not  mj  wifi^  but  tbo  it-ispns  of 
the  Comia  It  is  intondod  to  bo  sent  into  Omumaj^  ift  it 
will  be  as  cheap  as  foveign  oditionai  I  win  isnd  jon  «ks 
inscriptions  jou  desire  in  the  pavoeL  Wh«i  yo«  wiilo  to 
the  Princes,  pray  make  waj  vs^eeta  to  tbnn.  I  am  rwij 
gltsA  Prince  Czartoiyski  had  anoh  qx)rt»  bat  yoo  are  all  wdl 
off  in  that  particular — wfasfea%  in  Britain,  wo  haTO  fialiod  at 
them,  till  fish  are  soaroe  and  dgr.  Thore  ia  penk-fiahiaig  to 
be  had  here  in  the  moat|  and  I  shonU  think  jade,  aomowhttw 
in  the  cuts  from  the  canals.  I  shall  try  nazt  somaisr,  and 
also  at  the  sea  fish,  as  a  pothunter;  there  are  good  tubot 
and  capital  John  Dory  off  the  coast,  and  I  aospeot  amelUa  in 
the  harbour;  they  do  an^^e  for  flounders  a  little.  What  la 
that  fish  you  tell  me  of  with  a  nob  on  hia  noset  Send  mo 
the  German  name,  if  you  know  it.  And  what  fish  is  a  mUf 
I  can't  find  it  in  the  dietionaiy—- *  sort  of  etai)geon  r^"**iff. 
Many  thanks  for  the  Liidmf  Bu^  Wo  havo  had  a  good 
laugh  over  '' Ach  Ghtkhm  mem  taubchenJ*  Tom  took  a 
fiuicy  to  it  at  first,  and  used  to  siQg  it  How  Dr.  Weiter- 
hauser  would  stare  to  sea  my  use  of  it  I 

What  will  your  poor  Gormana  do  for  ▼iotnals  and  drink  t 
First,  the  doctors  found  out  that  your  mint  waa  a  dov— no^ 
actiye  poison;  and  now  a  Diisseldorf  diemiat  disoo?en  thai 
all  your ''  schnaps  "  and  liqueurs  are  deleterious  from  being 
made  firom  bad  potatoes.  Then  the  Wertminster  Xedieal 
Society  has  proved  that  your  German  candles  are  aneidoated 
and  poisonous;  and  were  there  not  odiots against  yoor  painted 
sugar-plums  that  poisoned  the  ohildrent  Not  that  I  abooU 
care  if  all  the  Rhinelanden  poisoned  themselves  or  eaoh 
other ;  they  are  not  fit  fbr  their  beautiftd  oountiy;  but  I 
should  not  like  it  to  spread  Airther,  as  I  like  the  other 
cousins,  for  example  the  Smodsl    In  justice  to  myself  I 
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muat  say  we  have  heard  several  English  speak  in  our  own 
style  of  Rhenish  diet  and  the  people,  but  they  are  not  true 
Germans,  only  mongrels. 

And  now,  Tim,  have  I  not  written  you  a  long  letter  at  all 
eyentst  It  will  be  as  good  as  extra  drill  to  read  it  all 
through  at  once.  I  fear  I  shall  not  soon  be  able  to  write  so 
amply  again,  for  I  have  great  arrears  of  work,  and  shall  be 
as  busy  in  my  little  bureau  as  a  Prime  Minister,  or  at  least 
a  Secretary  for  the  Home  Department 

Our  severe  weather  continues ;  we  all  but  stir  the  fire  with 
our  noses,  and  sweep  the  hearth  with  our  shoes.  I  wish  you 
would  keep  your  own  sort  of  winter  at  Bromberg;  you  are 
used  to  it,  but  I  am  not,  and  am  sitting  in  the  house  in  my 
snow  shoes. 

Now  then  farewell,  Tim.  God  bless  you,  and  may  you 
have  good  luck  even  in  fishing.  Take  care  of  your  liver,  my 
old  boy,  in  peace-time,  and  in  war-time  of  your  bacon ;  and 
always  take  a  spare  pair  of  breeches  with  you  to  the  Brake 
for  fear  of  fBilling  in !  Should  you  ever  have  thoughts  of 
marrying,  let  me  know,  and  I  will  give  you  some  good 
advice.  I  have  strong  misgivings  that  those  private  thea- 
tricals will  lead  to  something  of  that  sort  As  the  children 
say,  "  you  may  begin  in  play,  and  end  in  earnest.*'  Perhaps, 
whilst  I  write,  the  knot  is  tied,  and  you  are  in  the  honey- 
moon with  it  all  running  down  your  moustache  I  For  any- 
thing I  know.  Carlo  and  Bonkowski  have  written  to  me  to 
use  my  influence  to  prevent  your  chucking  yourself  away. 
I  will  go  and  get  them  translated  to-morrow,  and  then  per- 
haps you  will  hear  from  me  again.  Tou  were  always  dying 
for  somebody;  but  "  Philip !  remember  thou  art  mortal !" 

I  have  just  heard  that  the  London  Packet  (not  a  mail)  is 
gone  ashore.  I  wish  she  was  wrecked  at  once,  she  is  such  a 
wretohed  Graft.      My  portrait-paintet  ^^  \}tiXQ^  ^k^  xi^ 

VOL.  X.  \^ 
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coming  over  hen — badiuB  I  hate  her  very  □nine,  for  n- 
mioding  me  of  my  owir  unseawortbinese,  the  Zttvr-pool  I 
Whilst  I  was  in  London,  all  of  a  Buddeo  there  broke  out 
here  in  Oitend,  wnnl  attempts  at  robbery,  that  quite 
alarmed  our  quietude  A  seirant  girl  was  knocked  all  down 
BtMti  by  a  fellow  Mcrat*!  in  a  room  above.  At  Bruges 
there  were  sereral  otiur  ftttcmpte;  eotne  fellows  I  auppoee 
from  LondoQ  or  ^ril.  I  have  accordingly  put  night-cnps 
on  my  detonators,  and  1  believe  we  have  an  extra  military 
patrol.  I  wish  they  wonU  rob  me  of  mj  Lver  complaint :  I 
would  not  pnxeouta,  Oo-od  bye  for  the  last  time,  this  is 
the  end  of  my  nen,  till  we  grow  Home  more. 

49,  &DI  LKKatii,  OsTRD,  JforcA  19,  1839. 
JfT  DEAS  WkIQBT, 

I  was  veiy  gUd  to  lUbTS  »  Ibw  linw  fiME  7M  of 
cbeering  import,  of  wUoh  1  ban  mooh  naad.  I  amt  ^M 
so  little  alacrity  of  bo^f  or  miad,  bat  yoa  naad  nmr  «i^ 
m^  for  it  iaonlynaedlMdyajmningawi&iiiglkaiM;  to^ 
wish  that  my  poirtr  eqnallad  my  vlali,  bat  I  iitn'  b^ 
almost  "  lower  than  plamm«t  e'er  ^  aoand," — Uki  <S> 
weather,  for  below  nro.  I  am  now  better,  bat  by  maatii  m 
foreign  to  my  recent  haUti,  tiiat  like  the  littb  old  thimw  I 
can  hardly  believe  that  I  ia  I,  fiir  by  medical  advic*  I  am 
drinking  port  wine  duly.  I  am  glad  yoa  lika  tba  OrimaltU 
cut,  as  I  did  myself  and  I  shall  do  aa  muclk  as  I  oan  tit  that 
style  as  I  prefer  it,  and  it  is  leaa  tmnUe  whan  I  oan  da.it. 

But  I  am  not  always  in  the  Otie,  I  have  found  more  diS- 
oulty  in  inventing  tiian  in  exeoating,  my  state  allowing  of 
the  mechanical,  bid  not  cf  the  imaginative,  yet  I  have  had 
some  gleams.  By  the  Stawardeas  you  will  receive  another 
out  and  tail-piece,  ths  n^tj*^  female  Spoutiug ;  I  think  I 
MiaH  be  able  to  make  a  plniw'Tit  paper  too  oi^  Ot'vmBld\.  an 
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*  Ode  to  Murphy,  or  Moore*8  Ghost,"  and  the  **  BenxBook." 
Be  satisfied  that  for  my  own  sake  I  will  do  all  I  can,  and 
supposing  you  can  wait  till  Monday,  I  do  not  despair  of 
doing  something  worth  while.  In  the  meantime  I  will  give 
you  a  selection  to  set  up  in  type  as  before. 

I  am  glad  you  are  not  out  of  heart,  as  I  am  not;  there 
has  been  hardly  time  to  get  the  thing  well,  %.«.,  universally 
known,  and  from  this  point  it  will  go  on  improving,  as  I 
shall  myself  in  health.  By  the  bye,  as  an  instance  of  a 
curious  faculty  I  seem  to  possess,  that  I  can  hit  o£f  a  likeness 
afterwards,  though  not  if  a  person  were  to  sit  to  me ;  I  made 
such  a  resemblance*  of  our  servant's  face  when  Grimaldi 
called,  that  Jane  recognized  it,  but  unfortunately  I  blotted 
it  out  accidentally  with  a  drop  of  ink,  and  could  not  get  it 
again. 

Thank  goodness  the  weather  is  better,  and  I  can,  and  do^ 

get  out ;  I  am  mending,  and  hope  to  rattle  o£f  the  next  Na 

as  I  did  the  "  Comic."     Why  don't  you  come  here  instead  of 

going  to  Cheshunt,  and  we  will  take  a  trip  to  Bruges  ?    Take 

care  of  yourselfl     I  am  vexed  to  trouble  you  so,  but  it  won't 

last  long. 

I  am,  my  dear  Wright, 

Yours  ever  truly, 

Thokab  Hood. 

*  BesidM  this  likeness,  my  father  in  "  Up  the  Bhine/'  in  the  «nt  of 
"A  Spare  Bed/'  achieved  a  yeiy  good  caricatme  of  Mr.  Dilke,  who  was 
as  much  amosed  at  it  as  my  fitther.  He  was  often  Incky  in  this  way. 
Apropoi  of  a  pencil  sketch  of  De  Qninoeyi  who  died  some  years  ago— the 
last^  I  believe,  of  the  **  Old  London"  contribaton — he  says,  "  Unable  to 
make  anything  '  like  a  likeness '  of  a  sitter  for  the  purposoi  I  have  a  sort  ot 
Irish  faculty  for  taking  faces  behind  their  backs.  But  my  pencil  has  not 
been  guilty  of  half  the  personalities  attributed  to  it ;  amongst  others,  of  a 
formidable  likeness  of  a  'Lombard  Street  Banker.'  Besides  that  one 
troold  rather  draw  on  a  banker  than  at  him,  I  have  never  a6en.  tha  ^ti^^r 
man  aUoded  to,  or  eren  a  portrait  of  him,  in  my  M^""    ^^^oa  ^nia^^n^issi^ 
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Aprapot  I  wftot  to  patroniM  a 
hm9f  in  a  toj  humble  line;  lit  oo^  onto  faattv 
monldt  &»' ginger-bread;  baft  wfam  jim  and  a  parari^  if 
bare  an j  worn-out  graTen  or  took  it  vooU  bt  a  chvii^ 


kst  little  trait  of  kindnaai  k  oaa  of  wmaj 
acta  of  a  similar  description  petftjiuiai  hf  waj  hdOmt 
nnoatentatioos  Christian  obaritj,  lAuflh  mjg^t  hava 
with  advantage  imitated  bj  aoms^  wbo  wora  in  ilMir  dannip 
eiaUon  of  him  as  noisj  as  tha  trampota  thay  Uav  brfbra 
them  every  time  they  "  did 


Mt  DIAB  DoOTOBy 

I  fully  intended  to  have  had  tha  happinasa  of 
spending  an  evening  at  Stratfiofd  bafofo  mj  dspartnva  from 
London,  but  thanks  to  a  nnmbar  of  vasiftioiia  and  mynatiA- 
able  delays  in  bosiness,  I  waa  at  last  oUigad  -to  out  and  nm 
to  save  time,  leaving  all  the  plaaaorea  I  had  promiwid  ODipilf 
to  the  future. 

For  instance  I  longed  to  see  all  jonr  ohildien,  but  I  ftar 
now  they  will  all  be  a  year  older  ahoold  I  meet  them.  But 
it  was  very  kind  of  you  to  oome  to  Pimlioo;  and  I  njoioe  at 
ity  as  I  think  you  and  Dilke  will  know  and  like  eaeh  othor. 
Fray  tell  Mrs.  Elliot  that  I  acknowledge  my  debt»  and  owiQg 
her  a  visit,  will  pay  it  for  my  own  sake  the  veiy  fizat  oppoiw 
tnnity. 

I  was  fortunate  in  a  very  fine  passage  aorai^  but  hava 
been  very  poorly  since  my  return;  the  voyage  to  London 


•ad  the  ^nn  WM  in  "  Whimi  sad  Oddiliii^'' bat  la  elte 
filher  often  hit  off  fair  resembltDoai  ef  penons  he  did  aol  kaow,  aadf 
Memed,  in  "drawing"  on  haof,  to  hvn  Ul  ea  a  wri^  whan  ftali 
htfpeami  to  b§  ibuid.— T.  H. 
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did  me  very  great  good,  so  much  so  that  my  foot  healed  two 
or  three  days  after  my  arriyal  But — I  need  not  tell  you 
how — I  was  well  worried  when  in  town  (all  booksellers  are 
alike),  and  my  foot  got  worse,  and  at  this  present  writing  is 
as  bad,  or  nearly,  as  ever ;  my  great  anxiety  to  get  my  foot 
healed  is  for  the  sake  of  air  and  exercise,  and  besides  I  shall 
have  to  work  pretty  hard  ere  Midsummer.  Unluckily  we 
have  such  a  bad  coast,  bad  boats,  and  bad  boatmen,  I  cannot 
sail,  but  I  mean  to  take  a  trip  to  Dover  and  back  now  and 
then,  or  perhaps  to  Havre,  as  there  is  a  boat  from  here  just 
begun  running.  Poor  Jane  has  not  been  very  well  through 
fatigue  and  anxiety;  Fanny  is  pretty  well,  but  Tom  has 
been  troubled  a  little  in  cutting  his  back  teeth. 

He  was  very  delighted  to  see  me  back,  but  I  suppose  I 
did  not  romp  with  him  quite  equal  to  his  expectations,  for 
after  a  day  or  two  as  I  was  sitting  reading,  he  said  with 
an  arch  look  at  his  mother,  '*  I  do  wish  my  pa  would  come 
homa" 

I  was  a  good  deal  fatigued  by  my  night  journey  in  the 
Dover  mail,  and  no  doubt  looked  invalid  enough.  So  the 
cabin  boy  placed  a  basin  at  my  feet  at  starting,  and  I  caught 
him  watching  me  intently  throughout  the  passage,  evidently 
not  a  little  wondering  that  only  'Hhe  sick  gentleman" 
wouldn't  be  sick.  To  make  the  case  more  marked,  a  very 
fierce  looking  foreign  officer  well  moustached,  was  pitiably 
"  reduced  to  the  lowest  terms,"  and  had  all  the  fight,  as  well 
as  everything  else,  taken  out  of  him.  These  are  strange 
constitutional  differences — my  own  viscera  for  instance  have 
been  so  long  deranged,  I  cannot  imagine  how  they  could  be 
proof  against  the  malady.  By  the  bye,  did  I  ever  tell  you 
of  my  Italian  teacher  at  Coblenz  and  his  emetic  ?  He  took 
it  over  night,  but  after  an  hour  or  so,  feeling  very  comfort- 
abk^  he  began  to  get  very  uncomfortaVilQ)  ic^  \k!^  ^xvo^  %i 
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quantity  of  tea  in  hopes  of  **  tea  and  turn  out^**  whidi  staid 
with  the  emetic ;  still  more  uncomfortable  because  he  waa 
so  comfortable,  he  then  took  warm  water  at  interrala  whioh 
made  him  as  comfortably  uncomfortable  as  eyer. 

Then,  getting  a  little  nerrous,  he  took  some  wine,  no  dis- 
comfort, except  the  comfort  Then  warm  water  again,  still 
only  mentally  uncomfortable,  till  finally,  despairing  of  the 
case  he  went  to  bed  with  his  "  corporation  unrefurmed,**  and 
having  spent  the  night  in  this  manner,  he  comfortably  took 
his  breakfast,  which  acted  as  the  sailors  say,  ^  like  a  Hopper 
over  all."  That  was  a  stomach  to  delight  Franklin,  for  as 
poor  Robin  says, 

''  Get  vliAt  you  can, 
And  what  yon  get,  hold" 

I  wonder  none  of  the  quack  doctors  hare  got  up  an  in- 
fallible nostrum  against  the  sea  malady. 

It  would  be  sure,  one  would  think,  of  a  tail.  One  can 
almost  fancy  a  little  dialogue 

Passenger,  "Well,  Doctor,  I  haye  tried  your  sea-sick 
remedy." 

Doctor.  "  Well, — and  how  did  it  turn  ouit** 

Thank  heaven,  the  twenty-four  articles  are  signed  and  we 
are  at  peace.  I  have  no  desire  to  move  again,  except  to 
England. 

My  prospect  of  that  coast  is  somewhat  clearer,  as  mj 
health  seems  radically  better,  and,  in  the  meantime,  I  have 
learned  to  like  even  Ostend.  It  seems  to  agree  with  me  in 
spite  of  my  foot.  Moreover,  as  I  learned  when  in  town,  I 
am  far  from  fit  yet  for  a  London  Ufa  Summer  is  before  me, 
and  I  do  not  mean  to  throw  it  away  by  late  hours  and  dissi- 
pation, but  to  try,  by  a  regular  system,  to  get  a  little  a-head 
7/7  heftltb,     I  am  not  desponding,  but  luok  annoyanoes  as 
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the  present,  weaken,  and  lower,  and  worry  me,  particularly 
as  I  haye  as  much  to  do  as  a  stroug  person  could  get 
through. 

And  now,  God  bless  you  all,  and  prosper  you  in  every 
way.  Pray  give  our  kindest  regards  to  Mrs.  Elliot.  Mrs. 
Hood,  alias  Jane,  shall,  and  will  write  some  day,  but  she  is 
80  much  of  a  nurse  that,  like  her  patient^  her  pen  is  obliged 
to  leave  undone  many  things  that  should  be  done, — fpr  in- 
stance, the  last  Nimiber  of  "  Hood's  Own." 

I  am,  my  dear  Doctor, 

Yours  ever,  very  faithfully, 

Thos.  Hood. 

Have  you  read  the  account  of  Photogenic  drawing  or 
Lithography?  Moore  saw  "History  write  with  pencil  of 
light"  but  now  light  itself  draws  without  any  pencil  at  all. 
'Tis  a  mercy  light  does  not  write,  but  perhaps  even  that  will 
be  done  hereafter,  and  Phosbus  will  not  only  be  a  patron 
of  poets,  but  a  poet  himself,  and  deal,  like  me,  in  Light 
literature. 

Jane,  who  has  some  maternal  vanity,  when  she  heard  of 
the  sun  drawing  pictures,  said,  '^  so  does  my  son  !  '* 

Moy  28,  18S9. 
To  Lieut,  db  Franck, 

Tim,  says  he,  I  am  only  able  to  write  at  short 

length,  having  more  work  for  my  pen  and  less  time  to  do  it 

m  than  ever.     I  have  had  a  sad  nine  or  ten  months  of  it, 

almost  always  ill,  and  then  having  to  do  everything  in  haste 

by  day  and  night     I  think  my  liver  complaint  is  tolerably 

cured,  and  I  have  not  spit  any  blood  for  a  very  long  while, 

but  the  ctiri'ng  has  half  killed  me.     I  am  aa  thin  «a  a 
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lath  and  as  weak  as  plaster.  Perhaps  I  hare  no  blood 
left  to  spit. 

As  to  my  leanness,  look  at  the  portrait.  Tim,  says  he, 
I  was  over  in  England  aboat  three  months  ago  at  DilkeX 
where  I  spent  three  weeks ;  but  though  I  am  quite  at  home 
there,  I  came  back  to  Osteud  very  willingly;  late  hours 
and  company  do  not  agree  with  me  yet  Will  they  erer  t 
God  knows. 

Another  year  will  set  me  up,  or  knock  me  down,— the 
wear  and  tear  of  my  nerves,  dea,  oanuot  last  longer.  By  the 
bye,  this  very  day  I  am  forty, — and  you  will  have  to  drink 
my  health  out  of  a  certain  Bohemian  Goblet,  given  to  me  on 
a  certain  birth-day.  As  you  cannot  pledge  me  in  it  yourself, 
I  will  cheerfully  be  your  proxy,  provided  the  wine  be  good. 
As  B^ranger  sings — 

'*  Dans  un  gr^nier  qa*on  eit  bien  )i  ringt  kds  ! " 

But  then  I  am  two  score,  and  sometimes  am  ready  to  call 
them  the  Forty  Thieves,  for  having  stolen  away  all  my  youth 
and  health. 

Look  at  the  {)icture,  Tim,  I  do  not  quite  look  so  ill  as 
then,  but  I  am  as  weak  as  gin-and-water  without  the  gin. 

Since  Jane  wrote,  I  have  found  your  list  and  procured 
what  tackle  you  wanted.  But,  moreover,  I  have  had  the 
good  luck  to  meet  with  some  Kere,  which  I  jumped  at,  and 
send,  good  or  bad,  with  some  flies  and  hooks  I  had  by 
me.  For  fear  of  plunder,  I  send  a  list  signed  by  me,  in 
the  box. 

All  the  tackle  you  will  be  so  kind  as  to  accept  from  me— 

with  my  best  wishes  towards  the  fisherman,  and  the  worst 

towards  the  fish — except  the  gentle-boxes,  which  Tom  junior 

(I  will  not  call  him  my  "son  and  heir,"  as  you  have  neither 

son  nor  hair)  ie  desirous  of  tending  you.    He  sayi^  "The 
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gentles  have  not  only  a  little  house,  but  a  yard  to  walk 
about  in."  I  did  not  expect  an  improvement  in  a  gentle-box, 
but  you  see  there  is  a  little  tray  to  roll  them  into  and  select 
from.  I  guess  you  will  enjoy  the  Pickwick — it  is  so  very 
English. 

A  longer  letter  next  time  tromy 

Dear  Johnny, 

Yours  ever  very  truly, 

Tim. 

Saturday,  Oct  21,  1889.* 
Mt  own  Dearest  and  Best, 

You  will  have  wondered  at  not  hearing  from  me, 
and  still  more  as  a  packet  went  to  Bradbury,  all  of  which 
I  have  to  explain.  It  is  a  mingled  yam  I  must  spin  of  good 
and  bad.  I  was  getting  on  so  well,  that,  knowing  its  import- 
ance at  present,  on  many  accounts,  and  as  Mrs.  D was 

writing,  I  would  not  hinder  myself;  for  it  is  not  always  I 
have  the  power  to  compose,  which  I  was  enjoying.  In  fact, 
I  was  rejoicing  in  my  progress;  and  the  only  reason  I  did 
not  send  a  packet  was  this,  that  what  I  had  written  was 
farther  on  in  the  book,  and  wanted  some  previous  matter  to 
connect  it;  and  as  the  Bradburys  had  a  sheet  to  go  to  press 
with,  and  half  a  sheet  besides  set  up,  I  was  afraid  of  locking 
up  their  type.     The  last  thing  I  did  was  the  story  of  the 

*  About  this  time  my  mother  went  over  to  Eoglimd  to  yisit  her  family, 
after  an  absence  of  four  or  five  years.  While  she  was  away  my  father  was 
taken  very  ill,  as  will  be  seen  in  the  following  letter,  which,  however,  is 
yery  cheerfully  written  for  fear  of  alarming  her.  My  fatiier  was  now 
becoming  aware  of  the  fact  that  the  Belgian  climate  did  not  suit  him 
better  than  the  German.  Only  the  native  air  of  his  own  England  suited 
him.  From  that,  his  misfo^une — and  the  faults  of  others,  rather  than 
his  own— excluded  him.  In  spite  of  this,  nevertheless,  he  kept  ap  a 
brave  heart,  and  struggled  against  illnesses,  which  an  attentive  leadex  will 
■M  were  incroasin^  in  number  and  chanyciei  ev«n  1«kc>~^-  ^* 
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maA  who  oyerhean  the  deyfl  ywpnatjng  fl|e  flitel  void.  lUp 
was  finished  on  Wedneaday  nighti  bat  not  potted,  Ibr  tb* 
aboYO  reason.  And  ao  I  weat  to  bed  |dx>ut  elev«i^  veli 
pleased  with  mj  woik;  bat  no  aooner  in  bed  than  I  had  oae 
of  my  old  rheumatio  attabka  in  my  foot.  A  aodden  flbniga 
to  very  cold  weatheTi  I  th^nk^  bfought  it  on.  Ton  knov 
what  those  attacks  are.  Toor  deaire  that  I  ahoold  widi  tag 
you,  and  not  wish  for  yoo,  literally 'oame  trae.  I  itiiwad  the 
comfort^  but  was  hardly  tony  you  were  not  pteaent  to  be 
distressed  by  sufiferinga  yoa  could  not  reliere.  I  groaned  all 
the  night  through  in  agonyi  without  intermiaaion;  and  on 
Thiu^ay  mornings  about  tei^  pat  on  leeohe%  whidh  reliered 
me  a  little.  Soon  after,  i^noin  aheer  ezbaoation,  I  fell  adeep; 
but  almost  immediately  woke  up  again  with  a  moat  tioleat 
cramp  in  the  same  l^g.  The  only  remedy  ia  to  walk  aboat 
on  it;  but  with  my  foot  all  awelled  aqd  inflamed,  I  ooold  not 
put  it  to  the  ground,  and  could  only  wait  till  the  cramp  went 
away  of  itself.  You  may  aappoae  the  doable  anguiah  waa 
intolerable — in  fact,  it  quite  oonyulaed  me;  and  when  the 
cramp  was  over,  I  had  the  pain  all  day,  with  only  one  abort 
doze.  At  night,  it  was  worae  than  ever,  and  I  got  no  relief 
but  by  repeatedly  putting  it  in  hot  water,  and  then  only  6x 
the  moment.  It  waa  ao  dreadful,  I  made  Mary  deep  in  the 
children's  room,  for  I  thougbt  I  should  be  deUrioqa.  It 
abated  a  little  in  the  day,  but  I  was  ao  weakened^  I  was  leaa 
able  to  bear  it,  but  got  a  little  deep  in  the  eTcning  and  in 
the  night.  The  pain  only  l^ft  me  this  morning;  and  I  still 
cannot  move  my  foot  freely.  But  it  ia  Qo  Cemt  oyer  and  gone, 
though  I  am  suffering  from  exhaustion.  I  waked  aerenl 
times  in  the  night  quite  in  a  dew  of  perspiration.  To* 
morrow  |  shall  be  up^  I  expect^  in  my  own  room.  Ifary 
niirsed  me  yeiy  attentively,  and  the  children  were  Teiy 
good.    Poor  Tibhy  made  heiydf  very  useful,  and  Tom  did 
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hiB  best  at  nursing,  though  it  ooAsisted  in  cuddling  up  one 
of  mj  hands  and  keeping  it  warm  with  everything  he  could 
wrap  round  it. 

I  seem  doomed  to  have  the  trial  once  a  year, — thank  God, 
it  only  comes  like  Christmas.  But  I  am  not  out  of  spirits^ 
for,  in  other  respects,  I  have  been  unusually  well,  and  getting 
on.  I  am  glad  the  Dilkes  like  the  book,  and  have  hopes  of 
it  myself.  I  shall  make  it  12^,  and  it  will  have  nearly,  if 
not  quite,  double  the  letterpress  of  the  ''Whims,"  and  as 
many  cuts. 

I  do  beg  you  will  see  Elliot,  it  is  of  as  great  concern  as 
anything  else,  and  you  are  apt  to  foi^t  yowndfy  dearest, 
when  other  matters  are  in  hand.  Don't  over-fatigue  your- 
self, but  use  those  little  flys.  Come  back  to  me  well,  and 
you  will  find  me  so,  or  make  me  so,  my  best  We  shall  do 
well  yet,  and  weather  the  point,  if  my  health  keeps  as  it 
promises.  I  shall  go  out  to  sea  again.  Trolling  is  over, 
and  long-line  fishing  begun.  Backer  does  not  stay  out  all 
night,  but  goes  one  day  and  puts  down  his  lines,  returns, 
and  goes  and  ta^es  them  up  the  next  day.  That  would  suit 
me  very  well  Thank  you,  dearest,  for  the  herrings,  they 
were  excellent. 

I  feel  so  much  better  that  I  shall  go  to  work  again  this 
evening.  It  will  not  hurt  me,  as  getting  on  is  the  greatest 
comfort  I  have.     The  children,  bless  them,  are  so  good,  and 

agree  so  well,  it  is  quite  delightful    Mrs.  D takes  them 

out  every  fine  day.  They  both  send  love,  and  kisses,  in 
abundance.  Tom  has  drawn  me  with  the  leeches  on,  and 
says  I  roared  like  Dilke.  You  may  tell  Mrs.  Dilke  I  mean 
to  lay  up  "  my  uncle  '*  *  in  earnest  at  Coblenz,  and  let  Franck 
go  on  his  march,  whilst  the  old  gent  recovers.     How  useful 

*  My  nude  snd  Franck,  are  two  of  the  characten  in  "  Up  the  Bhine." 
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**  them  Dilkcs  *'  are  to  me  as  Buggestions !  It  does  me  good 
to  hear  of  them,  or  from  them.  Pray  give  my  lore  to  them 
and  say,  I  now  do  hope  we  may  all  meet  on  this  ude  of 
heaven.  Also  the  Elliots,  and  ask  his  consent  to  the  Dedi- 
cation. Kemember  me  kindly  to  W.  Dilke  if  you  see  him. 
•  •  •  •  # 

God  bless  you  my  own,  enjoy  yourself  as  much  as  yoa 
can,  you  may  be  easier  about  me  now  this  is  over  than 
before.  It  was  cruel  suffering;  but  I  could  not  desoribe, 
without  laughing,  that  cramp,  for  I  was  pirouetting  about 
on  one  leg,  and  the  other  drawn  up  in  such  a  twist,  as  only 
Grimaldi  used  to  effect.  Or  remembering  I  was  only  in  my 
shirt,  I  must  have  been  like  Oscar  Byrne  in  his  short  tunic^ 
and  making  as  many  grimacea  Luckily  I  was  alone,  for 
I  must  have  bundled  out  of  bed,  had  Hannah  More  been 
present !  Don't  tell  Mrs.  Dilke,  or  she  will  never  lend  me  a 
spare  bed  again.  Mary  has  brought  me  up  a  two-fold  supper 
on  one  plate ;  on  one  side  a  roasted  apple,  on  the  other  some 
nondescript  " strips"  (tripe).*  I  ate  the  apple,  and  looked  at 
tlie  trij)e,  Verhum  sap.  She  is  yery  attentive,  so  bring  her 
something.  God  bless  you  again,  I  am  going  to  settle,  it*8 
half  past  ten. 

I  forgot  to  say  I  shall  want  four  "  Hood's  Own "  (in  the 
vol.),  you  had  better  send  them  per  stewardess,  as  I  suspect 
you  will  be  loaded. 

N.  B.  Dories  are  coming  in,  tell  the  Dilkea  The  other 
day  I,  Tom,  and  Fanny  had  a  little  one  a  piece. 

I  must  wait  for  Sydney  Smith  till  Pm  richer, — ^perhaps 
they  will  reprint  it  at  Brussel&  Mrs.  R  has  not  sent  my 
books  yet— I  bide  my  time.  As  to  the  Farce,  the  best  way 
will  be  by  a  note  to  try  Matthews*  mind, — ^it  was  accepted 

*"  The  Dutch  servnnVt  idea  of  ibs  l£n«\Wb  irac^  **  ViAy^."— T.  H. 
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by  Prioe,  bat  stopped  by  his  stoppage.    (BoUetin)  Httzntl 
I  ean  moye  my  toes  I  — 

OsTKVD,  Novemier  7,  1839. 

Mt  dear  Dilkjb, 

•  •  •  »  • 

As  regards  Boz,  his  morale  is  better  than  his  material, 
though  that  is  often  very  good;  it  is  whoUsoTne  reading:  the 
drift  is  natural,  along  tvith  the  great  human  currents,  and  not 
against  them.  His  purpose  sound,  with  that  honest  indepen- 
dence of  thinking,  which  is  the  constant  adjunct  of  true- 
heartedness,  recognising  good  in  low  places,  and  evil  in  high 
ones,  in  short  a  manly  assertion  of  Truth  as  truth.  Com- 
pared with  such  merits,  his  defects  of  over-painting,  and  the 
like,  are  but  spots  on  the  sun. 

For  these  merits  alone,  he  deserves  all  the  successes  he 
has  obtained,  and  long  may  he  ei^oy  them  !  As  for  Jack 
Sheppard,  the  test  of  its  value  is  furnished  by  the  thieves 
and  blackguards  that  yell  their  applause  at  its  slang  songs, 
in  the  Adelphi.  Can  the  penny  theatres  so  unceremoni- 
ously routed,  produce  any  effects  more  degsading  and  demo- 
ralising f  From  what  I  have  heard  of  their  pieces,  they 
were  comparatively  mere  absurdities  to  such  positive  Moral 
Nuisances. 

The  Inland  Navigation  was  also  interesting.  I  like  to  see 
scientific  theories   thus  justified  by  practice.     Brains  are 

better  than  brute  force  after  all  I 

•  •  *  •  • 

I  am  very  glad  you  like  my  German  book  so  far.  I  think 
I  have  kept  old  Orchard  true  to  himself;  but  I  fear  it  is 
vastly  unlike  the  character  of  that  pig-headed,  purblind, 
bigoted  being,  an  English  agricultural  country  gentleman; 
ft  species  identified  with  com  laws,  no  ^^^rj/^^^^^^x^^^srcL^ 
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andCoostitutiou,"  ami  all  other  creeds  and  opiniona  that  ore 
■own  I^  tuuTow  instead  of  broad  cut  However  %  mEU  with 
Death  confltuitlf  before  his  eyes,  would  probably  be  more 
honest,  nnd  tolei-ant. 

Talking  of  Oermany,  I  have  just  heard  from  Froiiclc,  who 
denres  his  remembrnnces  to  you  and  Mra.  Dilke.  He  is  now 
in  Silesia  making,  or  at  least  superintetiding  the  mauufaoture 
of  guns.  PoBMbly  Russia  and  Prussia  have  some  joint  war 
game  in  Tiew,  with  a  very  blind  reliance  on  bajonets,  by 
number,  and  a  great  ignorance  of  their  own  real  position. 
The  death  of  the  King,  made  prudent  by  reverses,  if  it  were 
to  happen  at  thin  Juncture  might  precipitate  the  diooae- 
ment  But  with  a  plot  in  his  army,  and  the  CirciisaJana,  1 
should  think  Nicholas  had  enough  to  da  at  honie.  The 
moral  effect  of  that  brilliant  affair  in  India  at  this  crisis  will 
be  great.  "  If  England  to  herself  would  be  but  true,"  K 
Englishmen  would  but  seek  their  own  good  in  the  national 
wel&re,  instead  of  the  reverse;  if  instead  of  attributing  her 
past  greatness  to  old  systems  of  misrule  and  corruption, 
because  they  wcro  contempomneotia,  they  would  but  see 
that  she  flourished  in  ipite  of  them/  But  alas  !  like  the 
blind  young  gentlen^au  in  the  "  Tatler,"  the  more  you  couch 
them,  the  more  they  will  blunder  and  mistake  one  thing  for 
another.  He  took  the  cook,  didn't  be  T  for  his  sweet-heart, 
and  the  postman  for  his  father. 

Apropos  to  Germany  how  very  C— ish  are  the  letters  from 
Berlin  and  Leipsic  !  How  he  jumps  from  the  Turk's  turbans, 
by  a  Volti  niiio,  to  the  crotchets  and  quavera. 


Idtfyjou,  editor  as  you  are,  to  inake  a  more  apt  tad 
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characteristio  quotation;  poor  deai^  editors,  When  the  new 
postage  begins,  how  joii  will  be  pelted  by  penny  letters ! 

Tom  and  Fanny  are  quite  well,  poor  dear  things,  they  are 
the  only  comforts  I  have  in  my  goutiness,  tiamely,  by  making 
them  sit  still  because  I  can*t  walk  about !  And  that  is  such 
a  comfort,  (if  you  ask  the  philosophers)  to  crusty  people. 
My  poor  legs  !  I  must  go  and  stick  them  in  the  sands,  as 
the  piles  are,  to  get  mussels  to  *em  !  By  the  bye  I  am  going 
to  have  some  for  supper;  they  don't  swell  me,  as  they  did 
your  Mussulman,  and  they  would  only  improve  my  figure  if 
they  did.  Poor  Mary,  she  tries  to  nurse  and  suit  me,  only 
when  I  had  no  appetite,  the  weakest  stomach,  and  worst 
digestion,  she  brought  me  a  bullock's  liver  to  tempt  ma 
But  she  does  her  best,  which  is  more  than  Lord  Camel- 
ford  did. 

My  Landlord  has  just  sent  me  up  a  prospectus  he  has 
received  from  Frankfort,  inclosing  shares  of  a  lottery  for  the 
grand  estate  of  Gross  Zdekau,  in  Austria  I  To  gull  John 
Bull  I  reckon.  I  guess  they  won't  get  much  out  of  the 
close-fisted  Belgians  I  remember  such  a  lottery  before  for 
a  princely  estate  somewhere  in  Germany,  and  the  prince  won 
it  himself  I  How  very  lucky !  But  you  know,  Dilke,  the 
Germans  are  so  honest  I  For  instance  I  read  this  day  in 
the  "  Life  of  Holtz," 

*'  It  occurred  to  me  to  give  lessons  in  Greek  and  English, 
for  the  purpose  of  earning  something,  and  taking  the  burthen 
off  my  father;  I  gave  daily  five  lessons;  but  I  have  not  been 
paid  by  half  my  pupils.  Some  have  gone  away,  and  others 
show  no  intention  of  paying  I"  Mind  that's  a  German's  own 
account  of  German  honesty,  and  not  mine,  Yon  Dilke  !  But 
what  an  ungrateful  dog  I  am  !  The  first  thing  Franck  saw 
in  a  Silesian  circulating  library  was  *^  Tales  from  the  Works 
of  Thomsg  Hood,  translated  by  Quftt«v\x%  ^^«t^  \iKv\«L^ 
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(seven  of  the  "National  Tales").  "Now  I  am  surey"  laji 
Franck,  "you  never  wrote  them,  firstly  because  I  never 
heard  you  mention  them,  and  secondly  they  are  not  at  all 
like  you,  they  are  much  too  sentimental,  and  as  hi^- 
flown  and  flowery  as  the  Germans  generally  write  their 
novels  !  *'  Tliat's  what  I  call  translation,  not  merely  done 
into  the  German  language,  but  into  the  German  style,  and 
German  feeling. 

The  first  thing  I  have  found  do  me  any  good,  was  a  bottle 
of  porter,  so  I  have  continued  it,  three  glasses  per  day, 
eschewing  all  otlier  drinks,  luckily  it*s  very  gettable  here, 
and  I  think  it  helps  me  to  fetch  up  my  long  arrears  of 
sleep;  in  case  I  don't,  I  have  little  Tom  for  a  bed-fellow  till 
Jane  returns;  only  the  sick,  and  sleepless,  and  spiritless  can 
know  the  comfort,  the  blessing  of  a  familiar  voice  in  the 
long  dreary  night.  Mind  I  don't  wake  him  up  on  purpose, 
but,  even  if  I  did,  his  good  temper  would  excuse  it.  Being 
waked  in  such  a  way  is  a  sure  test  of  temper,  if  ever  you 
want  to  try  Mrs.  Dilke's.  /  rouse  up  very  well,  and  patiently, 
particularly  about  ten  in  the  morning.  I  am  living  in  a  sort 
of  world  before  time.  Tom  has  managed  to  stop  the  works 
of  my  watch,  the  Black  Forest  clock*  has  stopped  of  itself 
and  there's  a  Dutch  clockmaker's  over  the  way  but  it's  dark, 
— I  guess  it's  about  half  past  ten,  but  it  may  be  two  in  the 
morning,  so  I'll  shut  up.  My  kindest  regards  to  Mrs.  Dilke, 
(I  shall  write  next  to  her,)  to  Wentworth,  and  to  William  if 
in  town.     Cod  bless  you  all,  saith. 

Dear  Dilke, 

Yours  ever  very  truly, 

Thomas  Hood. 

*  A  little  eccentric  Qennaii  dock,  a  "  strikiiig  "  favourite  of  mj  other's, 
vrbo  purchased  it  in  the  Schwanwald.    Mx«.  Dilke  bought  one  at  the  aamt 
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P.S.  Mn.  Dilke,  if  jou  are  a  happy  woman,  and  don't 
want  to  be  a  widder,  read  all  Dilke*B  letters  and  notee  finL 

The  Count  de  la  P will  call  him  out,  but  don't  let  him 

go  out  any  more  than  his  Amott's  store.  If  anybody  en- 
quires after  the  editor,  say  "  Mr.  C ^'s  in  Germany,  but  I 

don't  exactly  know  where, — it  begins  with  a  B ! "  Good  bye. 
«  God  bless." 

Tou  need  have  no  remorse  about  this  letter.  You  would 
not  have  had  such  a  long  one  if  I  had  not  actually  despatched 
a  packet  by  this  very  night's  steamer  for  Bradbury.  As  the 
boys  say  from  school  to  their  fathers,  ''  I  am  getting  on  very 
well  in  my  writing ! "  and  at  this  present  somewhat  ahead  of 
the  printer. 

Li  Rhitoeiqui,  Rui  St.  Prav90I8,  Nw,  18,  1839. 
Dbab  Dilkb, 

I  should  think  0 would  not  part  with  hu  auto- 
graph, but  I  think  it  very  probable  that  M appropriated 

one.  After  the  ^^Gem"  was  done,  a  silver  cup,  or  something, 
was  sent  to  Sir  Walter,  and  there  may  have  been  a  letter 
springing  out  of  that  to  me,  as  editor.  I  feel  siure  I  have 
kept  all  mine.     I  should  like  to  know  the  fact. 

Tou  were  quite  right  about  my  adyertisement,  but  it  vxxm 
%  difficulty  I  have  not  yet  got  over.  I  am  toiling  hard  for 
the  25th,  but  it  is  such  weather  !  It's  a  wretched  climate 
in  spring,  autumn,  and  winter :  such  damp,  unwholesome 
fogs.  Our  paved  yard  has  been  sloppy  wet  the  last  week, 
without  a  drop  of  rain.  Plenty  of  low  fever  and  dysentery  in 
the  town  :  vet  it  is  better  than  inland,  for  we  hxvt  the  sea. 

time,  And  vnfoitimately  Bome  of  the  worki  of  the  two  got  tranafemd  from 
one  to  the  other,  and  they  never  went  well  in  ooneeqaeinoe.     This  Sa  the 
origin  of  the  jokes  made  by  my  father  in  hit  l«ti«c  tA  Mx^  \)i>SfiLS^  ificMofik 
Iheir  haWiv  one  anot&er'e  "  inaides. "— T.  H. 

rou  X.  ^^ 
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I  am  <o  glad  you  hayent  aeon  the  Bruges  eaaket  yA  I 
would  get  Jane  to  copy  out  ft  critioiem  on  that,  too^  but  there 
isn't  room.  Besides  you  threaten  to  prints — wherefore  I  shall 
send  nothing  but  cutting-up  strictures  on  the  "Athenwnm  " 
in  future,  which  you  may  extract  in  it  ^fou  like. 

You  talk  of  my  being  meant  for  a  painter, — Tom  it; 
t'other  day  he  cut  a  great  notch  out  of  his  hair.  ^How 
came  you  to  do  that  t  *'  asked  his  mother.  Says  Tom,  as 
grave  as  a  judge,  ''for  a  painUhrushr  There's  early  bias 
for  you !  Now  I  must  go  to  work  again.  It  will  be  my 
waking  dream,  our  Belgian  Tour.  Kind  regards  to  Went- 
worth,  and  love  to  all. 

Ever,  dear  Dilke, 

Yours  very  truly, 

Thomas  Hood. 

My  DEAR  Mr8.  Dilkb, 

I  owe  you  a  letter  1 

Yours  very  truly, 

Thomas  Hoodl 

r.S. — .Eleven  at  night. 

La  Bhstobiqub,  Bui  St.  FaAV9oii,  1  Onxvo, 

November  23,  1889. 

My  dear  Doctor  Elliot, 

I  ought  to  have  written  to  you  before,  but  I  am 
terribly  hurried  in  getting  out  my  book,  having  been  thrown 
back  by  the  weather  of  this  uncertain  climate.  The  truth 
is,  I  cannot  quite  make  out  your  meaning,  or  your  wish  in 
your  note  to  Mrs.  Hood  about  the  dedication.  If  you  mean 
to  imply  that  I  should  look  out  some  more  illustrious  per- 
Bonage,  or  great  man,  who  might  have  ^[jatrona^^  I  have  no 
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hopes  or  deures  of  thftt  nature,  but  prefer  iiucribing  my 
books  to  partieB  I  reapeot  and  eBteem,  or  have  a  regard  for,— 
■nob  SB  joanelL 

But  perhaps  you  are  aTone  to  baring  your  name  brought 
before  the  public  in  that  way;  in  any  case,  do  not  scruple  at 
onoe  to  object,  it  jon  fed  any  objection,  and  I  will  not  be  too 
inquisitive  about  your  reaaona  May  I  beg  your  answer  bjf 
rttum  of  poU — a  few  lines  will  suffice,  aa  I  know  hoir  jour 
time  is  occupied  with  buainesa 

Toun  Tery  truly, 

Thouas  Hoon, 
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CHAPTER  VIIL 

1840. 

At  Ostend— LeUen  to  Dr.  Elliot— Oom  to  Bn^^atid^Ii  tdcM  mtkmdj 
at  Stratford—  Letters  to  his  Wife— Mrs.  Hood  joins  him  ai  Stimtftna 
— Letter  to  Mr.  Dilke — Eetnms  to  Ostend — ^Pinal  setUemeat  in  &if- 
land,  at  Camberwell — Mrs.  Hood  to  Lieutenant  de  Fianck — Letter  to 
Dr.  Elliot — DiscoYers  the  misoondnct  of  his  PnUiaher — GommeBoet 
a  law-Buit  againBt  him — Engaged  on  The  N§w  Moniklf — "Mi« 
Kilmansegg. " 

11<4  Mardi,  1840. 
Dear  Doctor, 

I  feel  deeply  obliged  in  the  lowest  depth,  and 

deeper  still,  for  your  prompt  and  kind  letter.     I  have  just 

translated  it  to  one  of  the  Belgian  Consultation,  and  hasten 

to  give  you  the  result. 

***** 

Now  here  was  a  striking  propf  of  the  ill  effect  of  the 
climate.  Though  the  weather  looked  so  beautiful,  the  earth 
was  in  one  of  its  cold  sweats  :  at  three  o'clock  the  whole 
place  was  wrapped  in  a  white  mist,  and  our  paved  yard  as 
wet  as  after  rain.  It  is  quite  curious  to  watch  the  pheno- 
menon. From  the  yard  a  flight  of  about  twelve  or  fifteen 
steps  leads  to  the  second  floor.  You  literally  see  the  damp 
ascend,  step  by  step,  till  the  whole  flight  is  wet  To  natives 
and  residents  in  health  this  may  not  prove  so  obviously 
injurious ;  but  to  invalids,  and  especially  coming  into  it  at 
this  season,  its  effects  are  veiy  madLed.  I  have  just  heard 
of  a  case  like  mine. 

Moreover,  Mr.  D ,  a  strong  man,  returned  from  fox- 

hunting  in  England  last  Friday,  and  is  now  taken  with  a 


MEMOBIALS  OF  THOMAS  HOOD.  Mf 

Bore  throat,  and  unwell^  and  attributes  it  altogether  to  the 
same  cause.  As  to  myself,  I  am  a  perfect  hygrometer,  and 
for  a  wager  could  tell,  by  my  feelings  alone,  whether  the 
stones  in  our  yard  were  wet  or  dry.  I  can  perfectly,  I 
think,  understand  the  peciiliar  effect  of  the  air  on  me  as  on 
Sunday.  ♦  ♦  ♦  However,  whether  the  lungs  be  touched 
or  not,  I  shall  follow  your  instructions  a6  if  they  were; 
though  I  could  hardly  help  smiling  at  a  part  of  thbm — 
where  I  was  **  to  be  mum  and  very  still ; "  it  sounded  So 
much  like  an  exhortation  from  a  Friend  to  turn  Qiiaker. 
But,  in  reality,  I  find  no  difference  in  my  voice,  it  is  aft 
strong  as  usual,  and  I  read  albud  your  letter  horn  end  to 
end  without  the  slightest  incdxiveniende.  In  the  Walcheren 
low  fevers  (akin  to  the  effects  of  this  air),  bark  I  believe  waft 
the  great  specific  :  and  in  the  same  way  the  tOni'cs  may  do 
me  good.    ♦    ♦    ♦ 

Till  I  get  over  the  blood-spitting,  I  sit  wholly  in  my  bed- 
room ;  it  looks  to  the  west  and  is  better  secured.  My  own 
room  is  not  very  iEkir-tight,  and  the  windows  front  the  east,  and 
in  spite  of  fire  I  feel  its  evil  influence.     The  ground-floor  Is 

uninhabitable—it  drips  with  damp ) 

*  •  *  »  * 

Without  all  these  meahs  aiid  ilppliances  (hot  bottles, 
baths,  ko,\l  find  great  difficulty  in  keeping  warm  extre- 
mities. I  even  cover  iny  handle,  and,  like  Sir  Roger  de 
Coverley's  literary  ancestor  in  the  picture,  write  sonnets 
with  my  gloves  on.  For,  alas  !  I  cannot  follow  up  one  of 
your  rules,  and  give  up  all  work.  Throughoiit  I  have  been 
obliged  to  puzzle  through  very  ill-kept  and  tardily-rendered  * 

*  My  father  iras  a  good  arithmetician.  Many  of  his  roii£^  M8S.  w«ro 
corered  with  sums  in  the  neatest  of  figures.  One  of  the  games,  which  (aa 
I  hare  mentioned)  he  inyented  for  us,  was  a  truly  Ed^Ask  ^ons^  t&.  T&asc* 
dbaaiaBiM,    Boxm  jigged  with  paper  laUa  T«pTtMi&\«\  «!Qx  >xM^MnK  ^b^ 


SIO  MEMORIALS  OF  THOMAS  HOOD. 

accounts — a  harassing  job  enough — and  I  know  its  ill  effiMts 
on  me  ;  but  nfcessitcu  non  hahei  I  But  I  leave  all  laoh 
matters  to  talk  over  with  you  by  word  of  mouth  some  day. 
Really  I  was  half-inclined  to  oome  across  by  to-day*s  packet 
to  see  you,  feeling  it  a  serious  case  if  I  should  happen  not  to 
be  in  the  right  course.  But  I  gave  up  the  idea  as  Teiy 
inconvenient  just  now,  and  in  some  respects  a  risk  I  was 
obliged  to  leave  Liondon  suddenly,  or  I  should  most  cer- 
tainly have  come  to  Stratford,  as  I  had  planned.  If  I  did 
not  write  from  Grosvenor-place,  it  was  only  from  fear  of 
taxing  your  kindness,  remembering  the  great  distance,  and 
how  you  are  engaged.  I  was  exceedingly  disappointed  that 
I  could  not  drop  in  on  you,  and  show  you  my  boy  ;  he  is  a 
fine  healthy  fellow,  very  good,  and  almost  reads. ^  He 
behaved  most  manfully  on  his  travels,  by  sea  and  land,  and 
was  quite  a  gallant  in  London,  as  perhaps  the  Dilkes  told 
yoiL  Fanny  is  more  delicate,  but  very  good  and  very 
clever.  With  tolerable  wealth  I  could  be  very  happy,  for 
my  prospects  are  far  from  hopeless,  indeed  &r  otherwise — in 
fact,  looking  up.  Poor  Jane  does  not  mend  much  ;  but  her 
anxiety  and  fatigue  about  me  are  against  her,  probably  the 
climate  also.  But  I  hope  in  autumn  to  quit  Ostend,  that 
is  to  say,  I  mmt;  for  another  winter  would  assuredly 
kill  me. 

I  was  amused  by  a  remark  of  old  Dr.  Jansen's  (for  be  Is 


were  freighted  with  different  artidei  of  commerce,  to  be  bartered  at  Tiriov 
**  ports"  in  different  parti  of  the  ronn.  For  thifl  gune  our  father  naed  to 
make  us  out  miniature  ''bills  of  parcels,  and  freight,"  and  merchants' 
accounts,  which  I  onlj  regret  were  not  preserved,  as  thej  were  remarkabte 
for  neatness  and  accuracy.  —  T.  H. 

*  We  have  thought  it  best  not  to  omit  .any  of  these  frequent  mentions  of 
his  children,  as  to  those  who  knew  him  the  letters  would  lack  a  cha- 
racteristic,  and  to  those  who  did  not  know  him,  would  fidl  to  show  the 
warmth  of  his  domestic  affection^  if  theae  pava^  had  been  itrock  out*- 
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quite  a  Teteran).  I  said  my  sedentary  profetBion  was 
against  me.  And  when  he  understood  it  was  literary 
**  Ah ! "  said  he,  with  a  glance  at  a  thin,  yellowish  face,  ''a 
aerioui  writer,  of  course."  Akin  to  this,  I  one  day  overheard 
a  dispute  between  Tom  and  Fanny  as  to  what  I  waa  *^  Pa*s 
a  literary  man,"  said  ^anny.  '^  He's  not ! "  said  Tom  :  "  I 
know  what  he  is."  "  What  is  he,  then  f "  "  Why,"  says 
T<Mn,  ^he*s  not  a  literary  man — he^s  an  invalid."  They 
have  made  me  an  honorary  Vice-President  of  the  African 
Institute  at  Paris.  Oddly  enough,  the  day  afterwards  two 
Uadk  gentlemen  came  here  in  a  ship  on  their  way  to 
Havannah.  They  caused  some  speculation  in  the  town,  so  I 
gave  out  that  they  were  a  black  deputation  to  bring  my 
diploma. 

I  must  now  follow  your  rule,  and  go  to  bed.  Our  Carnival 
18  fortunately  over  (the  maskers  of  the  lower  class  were 
dreadfully  noisy),  and  we  can  sleep  o'  nights. 

God  bless  you  alL     My  wife's  love  to  Mrs.  Elliot  and  my 

kind  regards  along  with  it.      Yoiur  united  healths  in  a 

tumbler  of  Vitriolic  1     As  I  know  your  time  is  precious,  do 

not  trouble  yourself  to  answer  this,  as  there  seems  nothing 

of  consequence  to  reply  to ;  and,  in  the  meantime,  I  shall 

follow  your  rules. 

I  am,  dear  Doctor, 

Yours  ever  very  tiruly, 

Thomas  Hood. 

P.S.  Can  my  spitting  blood  have  ceased  because  I  havo 
none  left  1  What  a  subject  for  a  Qermah  romance^  *'  The 
Bloodless  Man ! " 

What  a  droll  notion  of  a  Greek  lately  a)[>plyitog  to  the 
Tribunal  at  Athens  to  move  for  a  new  trial  in  re  Socrates ! 
The  Court  refused  to  enter  on  the  matter.    It  mi^t  hA?(% 
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reversed   the  yerdict  on  the  philoaopher,  but  who  oooU 

unpoison  him  ) 

La  RhbtobiquIi  Bin  St.  FEAV9on^  X  Oims^ 
March  29tk,  1840. 

My  deAr  Doctor, 

Many  thanks  for  jour  very  kind  letter.  I  «n 
happy  to  tell  you,  that  I  ha^e  had  no  return  of  the  Uood 
siuce  I  mentioned.  I  am  more  than  eyer  oonyinced  the 
great  evil  is  the  climate ;  and  it  appears  to  be  characteristio^ 
as  of  Holland,  <Sza,  that  when  once  the  climate  gets  hold  of 
you  in  such  a  way,  there  is  no  remedy  but  to  leaye  it  It  is 
my  belief,  that  this  place,  the  height  of  summer  excepted, 
CM  11  not  be  good  for  any  one ;  but  that  for  any  peculiar  com- 
plaint or  predisposition,  it  is  one  of  the  very  worst  that  could 
be  selected. 

I  perfectly  understand  jour  description  of  my  case,  and 
have  not  the  slightest  doubt  of  your  being  right.  What  I 
mean  to  say  is,  there  is  no  lung  disease,  i^  e.  original  This 
mischief  is  in  the  stomach  or  liver ;  and  I  can  imagine  how 
that  may  Hffect  the  lungs,  or  any  other  neighbouring  part, 
as  an  embarrassment  ot  stoppage  in  the  Strand  would  affect 
bridges  or  any  other  laterals. 

Your  kind  inyitation  is  a  very  tempting  one  in  every  way. 
For  the  mere  benefit  of  your  opinion,  I  was  half  tempted  to 
run  across  for  a  week :  but,  in  reality,  the  voyage  and 
change  of  air  always  do  me  so  much  good,  and  so  promptly, 
that,  instead  of  seeing  me  indisposed,  you  would  be  almost 
inclined  to  think  half  my  complaint  must  be  hyp-— or  sham. 
I  almost  suspect  it  is  the  belief  of  some  of  my  non-medical 
friends.  For  instance,  how  well  I  was  at  Dilke*8 !  Ton 
know  better  ;   but  still,  you  cotdd  not  see  an  attack. 

I  never  had  even  an  inclination  to  spit  blood  in  London. 
Then  at  DJlke's  I  used  daily  to  let  the  'fire  go  out ;  whereat 
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here  I  am  perpetually  scorching  my  hoots  to  keep  my  feet 
warm^  and  cannot  keep  my  hands  out  of  my  pockets  for  oold« 
Moreover,  my  mind  always  derives  henefit  from  the  change 
of  scene,  and  a  little  society ;  and  altogether  I  am  hetter 
always  for  a  trip  to  England.  But  there  are  too  many  lions 
in  the  path  for  me  to  think  of  it  at  present  In  the  mean- 
time, I  will  follow  your  rules  as  closely  as  possible,  and  if  I 
can  but  hold  on  till  the  fine  weather  sets  in,  I  hope  I  shall 
get  over  these  attacks  whilst  I  have  to  remain  at  Ostend. 

My  principal  suffering  at  present  is  that  after  dinner, 
however  light, — a  bit  of  fish,  for  instance,  whiting  or  haddock 
— I  feel  a  great  discomfort,  not  easy  to  describe,  a  compound 
of  sinking  and  yet  oppression :  sometimes  a  little  drowsiness^ 
languor,  lassitude,  and  a  craving,  not  for  wine  in  particular, 
but  some  assistance,  either  stimulus  or  warmth.  I  longed 
for  my  tea,  for  example,  but  find  coffee  still  more  comforting^ 
and  have  it  directly  after  dinner.  It  seems  to  me  to  be  that 
the  first  process  of  digestion  is  so  weak.  I  take  no  other 
liquids  save  toast  or  barley-water. 

So  God  bless  you  alL     With  kind  regards  trUm  us  to 

you  bothy 

I  am,  dear  Doctor, 

Yours  ever  very  truly, 

Thos.  Hood. 

In  accordance  with  Dr.  Elliot's  wish  and  invitatian,  my 
father  went  to  England,  where  he  was  seized  with  a  very 
severe  attack  of  spitting  blood  at  Dr.  Elliot's  house,  as  the 
following  letters  to  my  mother  describe  : — 

Stbatiobd^  AprU  16A,  18401. 
Mt  own  Dearest  and  Best, 

I  could  not  write  yesterday  to  you,  nor  can  much 

Vnlay.    I  came  here  on  Mondaj  ev«!xvev^>  vcA  l(si\.\scA^f^ 
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for  me,  for  iD  the  eveningy  or  rvther  at  nigfat^  I  iMid  a  JWtf 
ba/1  attfir:k,  Kpitting  more  blood  than  ever  at  onoe^  eioept 
the  iJrHt  time  at  (Joblenz.  The  Doctor  watched  it|  and 
rric*uiit  to  blf'cd  rne,  but  it  went  ofL  Tuesday  moming  it 
roturnofl ;  and,  by  way  of  Baying  blood,  he  took  aome  from 
my  ann,  till  I  wan  rather  faint  I  am  now  better,  but  am 
obliged  to  keep  Hilcnce  and  remain  in  bed.  It  will  be  a 
comfort  to  yon,  dearest,  to  know  I  am  here  with  all  skill 
and  lielp  at  my  liaiid,  and  every  comfort  and  care.  A 
brother  and  HiHter  could  not  be  kinder  to  me  than  they  are ; 
only  07ie  other  could  nurse  me  more  tenderly  and  affeo- 
tionatoly.  So  pray  do  not  be  anxious  on  my  account  I 
am  now  hotter,  body  and  mind.  The  Doctor  says  he  has 
now  no  doubt  on  my  case,  that  I  am  as  he  expected  to  find 
mo,  and  the  alFoction  is  what  he  supposed  it  to  be,  aggravated 
by  tlic  largoncHH  of  my  heart     The  more  to  give  to  you, 

love  ! 

«  «  •  »  * 

The  weather  is  fine,  but  with  a  cold  east  wind,  though  I 
do  not  siiiTor  from  it  \mder  an  English  roof  in  an  English 
bod.  1  am  hoping  you  had  fine  weather  for  your  Brugea 
trip,  which  would  do  you  all  good.  Dilke,  if  he  can,  is  to 
como  bore  to-day  to  see  me.  Poor  Mrs.  D.  wrote  me  such  a 
stonn  of  wind,  to  account  for  my  not  hearing  firom  you  on 
Wciiursday,  thinking  I  was  worrying  myselE     I  have  written 

to  quix  her  ou  hor  hurricane,  as  there  woi  no  patL 

•  •  *  *  * 

1  quit«  rogrot  that  I  was  prevented  from  bringing  Tom 
bon^ ;  ho  would  have  been  so  happy.  There  is  a  little 
follow,  full  of  fun,  about  his  own  age,  and  a  little  girl,  ao 
like  what  Willio  was,  it  struck  me  in  an  instant  They  are 
all  vory  well  1  am  a  sort  of  melodramatic  mysteiy,  I 
Miu^i&cl;,  to  some  of  the  boys,  aaK>otated  with  many  baaooa 
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and  blood!  The  two  little  ones  have  Tisited  me  in  my 
room,  and  this  morning  brought  me  in  the  Comic  Annual  to 
amtue  me !  To  the  little  things  I  must  look  a  yotj  odd 
personage,  for  I  have  been  unshaved  since  last  Saturday,  and 
am  almost  a  $apeur.  But  I  avoid  all  exertion,  and  keep  in 
bed  in  hope  of  discounting  the  attack. 

It  is  rather  trying  to  my  patience  to  be  so  laid  up^ — 

passiye^  when  I  ought  to  be  active. 

***** 

They  have  a  nice  garden  here,  and  a  paddock.  I  take  a 
look  out  of  my  window  sometimes,  and  invariably  find  my 
eyes  resting  on  Shooter's  Hill.  A  blue  hill  is  a  novelty  after 
our  flats.  Then  the  quiet  is  quite  delicioua  I  do  not  hear 
a  sound.  Now  the  Rue  St.  Fran9ois  is  almost  as  noisy  as 
Cheapside,  with  railway-trucks  and  fish-barrows.  I  feel  very 
English-like  here ;  that  is  as  good  as  saying  I  feel  very  com- 
fortable I 

The  young  D s  are  expected  back  soon ;  they  are  at 

Henley-on-Thame&  They  are  to  live  in  Sloaue  Street  We 
have  had  a  deal  of  fun,  Mrs.  Dilke  and  I,  about  the  haste  of 
the  wedding,  that  the  cake  was  put  in  a  very  quick  oven, 
&0,  I  told  Mrs.  Dilke  they  ought  to  have  put  it  in  the 
papers  thus : — ''  Suddhdy,  on  such  a  day,  at  St.  Luke's, 
KmHco." 

Mrs.  Elliot  has  just  looked  in,  and  desires  her  love  to  you. 
I  know  you  will  give  them  credit  for  all  kindness,  but  it  is 
really  delightful,  and  I  am  so  very  comfortable ;  it  must  help 
my  getting  well,  for  it  soothes  my  mind,  which  else  has 
enough  to  fret  about.  But  I  turn  my  thoughts  into  the 
pleasantest  channels  I  can,  none  more  so  than  yourself  and 
the  childrea  I  think  of  you  continually,  and,  however  well 
off,  must  pine  and  long  for  your  faces  and  kisses.  God  bless 
yon  all,  again  and  again !    Do  let  me  heax  {to^TSi  ^^^  %fij!s^ 
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tliat  you  are  better,  and  lidt  ub  get  well,  body  and  mind 
together.     I  long  to  write  more,  but  am  forbidden. 


SraiTfOBis  AprU  IM^  1840. 
Mt  own  dearest  Lovb, 

As  you  seem  so  anxious  about  me,  I  write,  though 

it  should  prove  but  a  few  lines,  to  make  you  more  easy. 

You  have  no  doubt  been  alarmed  by  my  writing  from  bed, 

where  I  still  am ;  but  not  from  inability  to  rise,  but  as  a 

sort  of  precaution.     But  I  have  had  no  fresh  attack  since 

the  bleeding  in  the  arm.     I  suspect  had  I  been  bled  at  first 

at  Osteud  instead  of  lingering  on  for  fourteen  days,  it  would 

have  averted  all  this;  but  the  Doctor  says  they  probably 

thought  I  had  no  blood  to  spare,  and  he  only  bled  me  to 

save  blood  in  the  end.     He  seems  to  think  that  the  great 

cause  is  in  the  heart  itself,  and  that  in  future  I  must  live 

very  quietly :  *  as  free  as  possible  from  mental  agitation  or 

annoyance.     Alas,  how  difficult  for  any  of  us  to  escape  I    He 

is  very  earnest  for  my  returning  to  England,  as  the  best 

climate  for  both  mind  and  body,  and  at  this  moment,  there 

are  many  inducements  literally  before  my  eyes.     It  is  a  lovely, 

sunny  day.      Imagine  me  in  bed,  with  the  window  open, 

looking  over  their  garden  across  the  country,  so  green  with 

its  meadows  and  hedges,  and  Shooter's  Hill  so  beautifully 

blue  in  the  distance.     It  looks  lovely  and  yet  ''  my  heart's 

in  the  ^z^lands — my  heart  is  not  here,"  and  I  feel  how  many 

other  conditions  are  necessaiy  to  my  living  in  England.     In 

the  meantime  let  it  console  you,  that  I  am  enjoying  English 

comforts;    my  bed,  even  when  it  could   not  be  made  for 

*  My  mother  was  always  careful  to  keep  my  father  free  from  any 
anxiety  and  worry  tliat  she  could,  and  we  children  were  brought  up  in  a 
tort  of  Spartan  style  of  education,  and  taught  the  virtuei  of  nlenoe  and 
Jaw  YoieetL — T.  E, 
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two  or  three  days,  was  more  oomfortable  than  my  litter- 
ing down  abroad.  My  great  misery  is  to  lie  here,  doing 
nothing  in  the  way  of  work,  or  arrangements,  for  I  am  not 
allowed  to  speak  enough  for  business  matters. 

*  •  •  «  * 

But  by  the  present  sacrifice  of  time,  a£(  of  blood,  I  hope  to 
■aye  in  the  end,  by  avoiding  any  risk  of  relapse.  You  are 
right  about  my  cravings,  I  do  long  for  the  old  familiar  faces 
-—and  the  young  ones,  too — and  the  dear  sweet  voices  and 
loving  kisses.  ''  There's  no  place  like  home,'*  especially  for 
the  sidL  or  sorrowfuL  Yet  is  this  the  very  next  to  one's 
own  house;  and  in  one  respect  better,  and  in  that  we  must 
both  take  comfort.  I  have  great  hope  the  extreme  care  and 
skill  I  am  treated  with,  must  do  me  permanent  good.  The 
kindness  and  attention  of  both  the  Doctor  and  Mrs.  Elliot 
are  delightful;  she  brings  me  everything  herself,  and  fore- 
stalls all  my  wants  and  wishes.  I  have  daily  visits,  too, 
fix)m  the  children.  Willie,  now  a  fine  lad,  likes  to  oome  and 
talk  a  little. 

I  find  if  I  close  shortly  it  will  go  ofif  to-day,  so  I  must 
finish.  Of  course  I  have  no  news,  had  I  time,  beyond  what 
I  have  told  you  of  myself.  I  am  grieved  to  hear  of  your 
bad  cold,  but  of  course  it  was  from  the  early  journey,  but 
the  jaunt  would  cheer  you  up  a  bit  As  you  cannot  purse 
me  take  all  good  care  of  my  other  self,  and  above  all  do  not 
fret  about  me,  but  let  us  meet  again,  well  and  happy  on  both 
sides.  I  wish  I  could  write  to  my  dear  good  children.  Kiss 
them  fondly  for  me,  I  know  what  a  comfort  they  must  be 
to  you. 

♦  ♦  »  ♦  ♦ 

The  Doctor  has  just  been  up,  and  he  says  I  am  going  on 
very  well     I  promise  you  faithfully  to  let  ^q\i  Vwoi*  ^«vW 
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I  be  worse,  so  that  when  you  do  not  hear  fttMn  me  yoa  hmj 

be  at  ease. 


SnuTfOBD,  Oaod  Fnduif,  ^j»rA»  1840. 

Mt  own  Dearest, 

Recollecting  that  you  would  not  otherwise  hear  till 
Tuesday,  I  cannot  depriye  you  so  long  of  what  I  know  will 
be  such  comfortable  news  for  you,  as  my  being  much  better. 
Fortunately  the  weather  has  been  beautiful.  On  Tuesday  I 
had  my  bed-room  window  open  nearly  all  day  I  On  Wednee- 
I  came  down  stairs,  for  the  first  time,  and  took  a  torn  in  the 
garden.  Yesterday  I  was  out  in  it  for  a  still  longer  time^ 
and  the  fresh  air  really  seems  fresh  life  to  me.  Oood  air 
acts  as  potently  on  me  as  bad.  I  do  not  feel  so  weak  as  I 
expected,  from  the  loss  of  blood  and  low  diet.  I  take  no 
meat,  only  light  puddings,  with  tea,  coffee,  and  the  Titriolio 
lemonade  as  drinks.  Oranges,  and  lemonade  made  with 
isinglass,  biscuits  and  sponge  cakes.  There  you  haye  my 
dQte.  The  rigour  of  my  silence  is  relaxed  a  little,  and  I  am 
beginning  to  make  acquaintance  with  the  "  kin."  William, 
George,  and  Gilbert  sj;fi  nice  boys — then  little  Dunsterrille, 
about  Tom's  age,  Jeanie  a  year  older,  and  the  baby,  a  girL 
They  all  look  so  well  and  happy  it  is  a  pleasure  to  be  amongst 
them.  Such  regrets  that  I  could  not  bring  Tom  here,  last 
time  !  Dilke  has  talked  of  him  to  them  a  good  deal  By- 
the-bye,  it  seems  to  me,  being  fine,  and  a  holiday,  I  may 
possibly  see  something  of  the  Dilkes  to-day,  as  she  talked  of 
coming.  Tell  Tibbie  and  Tom,  being  €k)od  Friday,  I  break- 
fasted to-day  on  regular  hot-cross  buns.  I  shall  long  for 
their  letters,  as  I  have  done  for  their  dear  faces  and  gossip; 
and  you  may  suppose  I  have  had  many  lonely  hours  in  bed, 
for  being  forbidden  to  talk,  it  was  better  to  have  no  one  to 
s/t  with  me.    But  now  comes  the  hardship.    As  I  get  better, 
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my  mind  gets  anxioua,  and  I  long  to  be  doing.  Whilst  it 
was  impossible  I  submitted ;  bj  dint  of  reading,  I  kept  my 
mind  quiet,  and  have  been  tolerably  patient;  but  now  that 
I  am  able  to  get  down  and  walk  out,  though  but  a  little,  all 
t!ie  urgency  of  my  affairs  returns  on  me  in  spite  of  myself; 
but  I  must  banish  them,  or  I  shall  be  thrown  back  again. 


I  am  sitting  opposite  my  open  window,  and  by  help  of 
Shooter's  Hill  can  tell  which  way  lies  Ostend.  I  seem  to 
have  the  pigeon's  sight,  but  wish  for  the  pigeon's  flight  along 
with  it,  towards  home.  My  hope  is  that  this  attack  may 
enable  the  doctor  to  judge,  and  put  me  on  a  good  plan  for 
the  future.  But  I  had  rather  my  liver  had  been  worse,  and 
my  heart  better,  as  I  know  I  am  fore-doomed  to  wear  and 
tear,  and  that  is  worst  for  the  last.  I  must  not  write  a 
great  deal  now,  or  I  shall  lose  my  lounge  in  the  garden.  I 
have  got  to  dress,  and  the  post  goes  from  here  at  three.  I 
dine  between  one  and  two. 

I  mean  to  try  and  write  a  ballad  or  something,  whilst 
I  am  here ;  but  my  mind,  as  well  as  my  body,  as  yet  feels 
very  languid.  Every  comfort  but  seeing  you,  I  have  here^ 
and  all  that  kindness  can  do,  or  think  of.  There  is  no 
country  like  England,  no  people  like  the  English  after  all 

I  am  not  surprised  at  B 's  wanting  to  go  to  New 

Zealand;  there  are  simple  savages  there  to  take  in  and 
plunder. 

Tou  must  not  take  fright  at  my  scrawl;  it  is  the  best 
I  can  manage,  unless  the  vitriol  water  I  have  put  in  mends 
my  ink.  My  pen  ought  to  run  to  say  all  I  feel  towards 
you,  for  I  think  of  you  incessantly,  and  it  helps  to  make 
me  well. 

Now  that  Fm  off  your  hands,  I  do  Yicv^q  -jovi  -^'^  X.*^^  ^3w^ 
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of  yourself;  it  will  be  no  use  my  getting  well^  if  yon  doii*t: 
it  will  be  like  a  paralysis  of  one  side. 

I  can  see  the  smoke  of  the  steamers  going  up  and  down 
the  river,  and  it  sets  me  longing.  This  time  I  hope  to  oome 
home  direct,  and  not  through  Dover. 

But  for  the  ^*  world's  gear,"  how  happy  oould  I  be  in  spite 
of  ill  health  !  I  half  suspect  the  sickness  of  my  heart  has 
been  from  hope  deferred.  But  time  and  the  tide  wear 
through  the  roughest  day ;  so  pluck  up  your  spirits,  dear 
one,  and  let  us  hope  still ;  it  is  better,  at  all  events,  than 
desjtairing.  If  you  were  but  as  near  as  you  are  dear  to  me, 
I  think  I  should  find  little  ailing.  If  it  but  please  God  to 
spare  me  you  and  my  bairns  eound  ai^d  well,  I  will  not 
repine  at  the  rest. 


Stbatford,  AprU,  1840. 

I  am  v^ry  901T7,  my  own  dearest  and  best,  to  have 
been  the  cause  of  disappointing  you;  but  I  only  told  you 
what  my  own  impression  was  on  the  subject  of  your  coming. 
I  must  confess  I  almost  wished  afterwards  that  you  should 
come,  in  spite  of  it;  yoiu*  good  heart  so  seemed  set  upon  it, 
I  do  not  either  undervalue  the  comfort  you  would  be  to  me, 
though  I  hardly  see  how  you  could  well  help  me  in  business 
matters:  and  I  should  be  anxious  about  the  '^kin"  in  the 
absence  of  both  of  ua 

As  regards  myself,  I  am  mending,  though  very  slowly.  I 
have  not  deceived  you  about  my  state  :  I  do  not  spit  even 
stale  blood  now ;  but  I  am  very  weak  and  languid,  often  low 
and  nervous,  as  you  may  suppose,  as  up  to  this  I  have  never 
^ten  any  animal  food,  or  had  any  drink  save  tea  or  coffee. 
But  the  Doctor  thinks  it  the  best  and  safest  course,  and 
evidently  proceeds  very  cautiously,  «y&  I  have  no  doubt  a 
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relapse  now  would  be  very  serious.  I  could  (but  don't)  fret 
a  good  deal  at  the  delays  and  loss  of  time;  and,  in  spite 
of  all  my  efforts,  at  times  am  much  disturbed  to  think  that 
nothing  is  doing.  I  try  to  write  a  trifle,  but  cannot,  from 
prostration  of  mind  and  body.  Up  till  now,  indeed,  I  have 
been  sadly  troubled  with  beatings  and  noises  in  the  head ; 
I  am  getting  better,  but  it  takes  time.  Yesterday  I  had 
a  ride  out  for  the  first  time,  with  the  doctor,  past  Lake 
House,  as  far  as  old  Rounding's  and  back.  It  did  me  good. 
The  weather  is  still  good,  luckily^  and  is  all  in  my  favour ; 
but  I  have  not  yet  been  to  town,  nor  do  I  yet  feel  equal  to 
business.  My  nerves  are  shcd^en,  and  my  spirits  are  low 
generally,  though  I  keep  as  tranquil  as  I  can.  But  it  frets 
my  heart  to  remain  thus  passive;  in  fact,  I  cannot  go  on  so 
much  longer,  but  must  exert  myself  at  all  hazards.  I  have 
received  your  letter  by  post,  but  not  the  children's,  which 
I  hope  to  have  in  the  course  of  the  day.  I  will  answer  them 
both;  and  am  going  to  send  down  to  Thames-street  for  the 
Sardines. 

Mrs.  Elliot  (the  doctor  is  out)  has  begged  me  to  give  you 
the  warmest  invitation.  I  do  not  know  what  to  say;  if  I 
were  merely  selfish,  it  would  instantly  be  **  Come."  I  must 
leave  it  to  your  own  resolve  whether  you  can  come  comfort- 
ably, and  can  feel  secure  about  the  children ;  for  I  see  you 
are  fretting  yourself  ill  about  me.  Perhaps  you  could  save 
me  some  trouble  in  inquiries,  &&.;  at  all  events,  I  will  try  to 
think  so,  and  I  know  you  will  try  to  make  it  so.  But  all 
must  depend  upon  your  own  feelings  of  what  you  are  equal 
to,  and  how  you  can  manage. 

If  it  would  but  help  to  shorten  my  stay  here  in  England^ 
I  would  say  **  come  at  once,"  that  I  may  the  sooner  return 
with  you ;  for,  in  spite  of  all  the  kindness  and  comfort  here^ 
the  constant  sense  that  I  ought  to  be  eW^\iCt^  ^vA  v^^Nah^ 
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makes  it  like  being  bed-riddea    Ton  will  tmdentand  wluit  I 
mean,  for  I  have  every  care  and  comfort  under  this  root 

Of  course,  if  you  come,  you  will  come  here  first.  I  have 
no  notion  wlien  you  will  arriva  My  dinner  is  comings  so  I 
have  only  time  to  say,  Grod  blefls  you  all ! 


I  bore  the  sight  of  Lake  House  very  well  till  pasnng  the 
front  and  looking  up  at  that  bed-room  window;*  the  recol- 
lection of  so  nuich  misery  suffered  there  came  over  me  like  a 
cloud.  It  is  all  doing  up  smart  How  beautiful  it  looked 
over  the  Chigv^\;ll  Hills;  but  a  great  deal  of  timber  is  cut 
down  in  the  Park,  and  the  church  stands  out  bold  and  ugly. 

Pniy,  if  you  do  come,  be  particular  about  the  children.     I 

shall  long  to  get  back  again.     God  bless  you  all  I     Kind 

regards  to  the  Major.     I  am  glad  my  news  got  first     I 

suppose  it  will  he  iu  the  next  "AthenoBum." 
Stratford,  2ith  April,  ISiO. 

In  consequence  of  this  last  letter,  my  mother  left  Ostend 
at  once,  and  proceeded  to  London,  going  on  to  the  house  of 
their  kind  friends  the  Elliots;  whence  the  letter,  from  which 
the  following  is  an  extract^  was  written  to  Mr.  Dilka  by  my 
father, 

SXRATVORD. 

"  Jane  has  been  busy  in  a  mercantile  way — a  perfect  Tim 
Linkiuwatcr  in  j)etticoats  :  I  have  boon  as  useless  as  Mother 

*  It  ^va.^  at  Lake  IIouso,  during  tho  alarming  illness  of  my  mothor,  soon 
after  rny  Mrtli,  tliat  tho  firet  blow  was  struck  at  my  father^s  prosperity. 
No  wonder  tlic  Fight  of  the  house  was  the  origin  of  sad  recollectioDS.  I 
rciiieinhcr,  on  a  later  occasion,  when  we  all  went  a  pic-nic  on  the  Forest 
Ti/7/;  tJ,-?  KJlii>t:',  tliat  my  father  spent  a  long  time  by  Limself  silently 
looking  at  tho  vld  ]>/;4CC.  —  T.  IL 
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Niokleby  in  trousers.  I  have  been  very  low;  but  how  oan 
one  have  any  animal  spirits  without  animal  food  f  Of  oourse 
I  have  not  fattened,  except  that  some  calomel  flew  to  my 
face  and  gave  it  something  of  the  shape  of  William  the 
Fourth's.  I  am  become  a  Pythagorean,  not  only  in  my  diet^ 
but  my  feelings,  and  wonder  how  anyone  can  eat  meat.  For 
instance,  Jane  has  just  lunched  on  a  piece  of  cold  beast  I 
therefore  beg  leave  to  thank  you  all  the  same  for  yoiu:  wish 
for  me  at  your  dinner  on  Monday,  but  I  don*t  eat  bullock  or 
hog.  Not  but  that  some  ladies,  and  even  delicate  ones, 
make  a  '  Long  Lane '  of  their  'red '  ones — that  is  to  say,  a 
thoroughfare  for  the  cattle  out  of  Smithfield.  But  though  I 
am  not  exactly  in  Paradise,  my  feeding  is  more  consistent 
with  that  of  our  innocent  first  parents.  Then^  for  drink,  I 
taste  the  pure  rill,  and  not  the  juice  of  squashed  grapes^ 
that  Germans  have  danced  in  up  to  their  hocks.  In  shorty 
I  have  left  off  being  carnivorous,  and  am  nice  as  to  my 
liquids." 

The  following  extract  from  a  letter  of  my  mother's  to 
Mr.  Franck,  will  best  explain  the  reasons  that  existed  for 
their  leaving  Ostond,  and  settling  eventually  in  England  :-^ 

'  Oaicbxbwill,  Avgust  l^th,  1840. 
*'  Immediately  on  settling  in  our  new  lodgings  at  Ostende^ 
Hood  had  to  set  to  work  on  his  Rhine  book,  which  was  to 
have  come  out  directly;  but  his  health  was  a  sad  hindrance 
to  his  endeavours.  At  this  time  he  began  to  see  but  too 
plainly  that  he  was  not  done  justice  to  by  B— — .  ♦  •  •  • 
Of  course  this  was  a  most  painful  business,  and  worried  him 
much.  In  October  I  was  obliged  to  come  to  London,  for 
Hood  was  busy  writing,  for  Wright  was  very  ill— indeed 
dying  (he  did  die  before  my  rcturu  to  Q«\.^Ti^^  ^xA\k&\i^ 
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hitherto  acted  for  Hool  On  my  VBtnm  in  iim  }f^»nlng  of 
November,  I  found  Hood  Teiy  mnoh  alteredi  ftom  a  9&nK% 
attaok  he  had  during  mj  afatenoe;  and  flmn  this  tioM  1m 
went  on,  one  ilhiess  after  anothery  till  Jannaiy,  whan  he  cama 
to  London  to  get  his  aooountiL  He  waa  fita  weaka  at  ]>ilkir% 
and  then,  with  much  trouUei  he  latomed  with  onty  n  part 
*  Up  the  Rhine '  had  oome  ont  before  CSuiatmai^  and  iha 
first  edition  of  1500  went  off  in  a  fivtnighk 


''Added  to  other  evilly  bad  air,  and  damp  hooae^  all  tliia 
told  lamentably  on  poor  Hood^a  already  bad  health.  Tba 
doctors  there  evidently  did  not  nndarstand  or  know  what  to 
do.  Hood  wrote  a  statement  to  our  finend  Dr.  Elliot^  who 
directly  wrote  back  to  aak  him  to  come  and  stay  with  them; 
adding,  that  they  had  jnst  moved  into  a  laigar  hooae^  and 
oould  accommodate  us,  our  chOdren,  and  servant^  vaiy  wel^ 
and  should  be  very  glad  to  aee  na.  In  the  beginning  of 
August,  Hood  left  Ostende  alone  to  go  there^  aa  we  oould 
not  directly  leave  the  plaoe,  having  engaged  our  lodging^  for 
a  year.  He  stayed  a  week  at  Dilke's;  but^  feeling  an  attaok 
coming  on,  set  off  to  Dr.  Elliot^  where  he  waa  on  the  fizat 
night  seized  with  a  very  bad  attaok  of  spitting  blood.  The 
Doctor  was  up  till  two  in  the  morning  with  him;  and 
finding  that  the  hemorrhage  did  not  abate  the  next  day, 
took  blood  from  the  arm  till  he  fiunted.  This^  the  Doctor 
afterwards  told  me,  was  a  veiy  dangerona  attack.  Finding 
he  was  veiy  ill,  I  got  extremely  anxious  to  be  with  hlm^  tnd 
wrote  off  to  beg  he  would  let  me  come.  At  last  he  coii- 
sented;  and,  at  a  few  houra^  notice,  leaving  the  dear  children 
in  care  of  our  friend  here^  I  set  off  to  London  in  the  middle 
of  May.  Our  friends  the  Elliota  welcomed  me  most  kindly, 
and  I  found  that  Hood  had  been  so  carefully  and  tenderly 
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nuiBed  bj  them,  that  my  coming  could  add  but  little  to  his 
comforts.  Indeed,  they  have  been,  and  are,  the  most  invalu- 
able friends.  On  my  arrival  in  town,  I  had  to  do  mj  best  in 
business  matters,  which  Hood  was  too  ill  to  do.  *  *  *  * 
Hood  has  been  forced  to  enter  actions  for  his  own  books; 
and  by  doing  this,  the  sale  of  the  second  edition  of '  Up  the 
Rhine'  is  ruined  just  at  the  season,  all  being  locked  up  till 
the  actions  come  on  in  November.  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  pr.  Elliot 
gave  his  opinion  that  Hood  would  never  be  so  well  as  in 
England,  so  we  made  up  our  minds  to  come  and  reside  here 
again ;  but  having  much  to  arrange,  we  could  not  return  for 
the  children  till  about  a  month  ago,  which  you,  who  know 
us,  will  suppose  we  gladly  did,  having  been  longer  absent 
from  them  than  we  had  ever  been  befbra  I  confess  I  am 
very  glad  to  be  settled  once  again  in  my  native  land,  and 
Hood  is  better  too.  Dr.  Elliot  has  a  brother  near  us  here, 
also  a  medical  man,  clover  in  his  profession,  and  a  nice, 
friendly,  sensible  man.  He  takes  much  interest  in  Hood's 
health,  which  is  certainly  improved  \mder  his  care.  Hood 
is  working  very  hard  now,  as  all  his  anticipated  means  are 
locked  up  for  the  present  He  is  now  engaged  to  publish 
with  Mr.  Colbum,  and  is  writing  articles  in  the  'New 
Monthly  Magazine,'  which  are  then  to  be  collected  in  a 
volume.  It  has  been  gratifying  to  him  to  see  the  way  in 
which  all  the  public  journals  have  welcomed  his  appearance 
there;  and  if  it  please  God  to  grant  him  health,  he  will  go 
on  well  here,  far  better  than  abroad.  He  needs  English 
comforts,  though  I  must  tell  you  that  he  has  not  tasted 
beer,  wine,  or  spirits,  for  six  or  seven  months,  and  for  three 
months  never  tasted  meat.  I  believe  the  strictness,  with 
which  he  attended  to  Dr.  Elliot's  advice  in  this,  has  saved 
his  life — ^the  complaint  had  got  a-head  so  very  much  in  that 
bad  dimata 
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''Hood  has  T^rittcn  two  articles  on  fishing  in  the  new 
*  Sporting  Magazine/  in  which  he  has  introduced  some  hints 
from  your  letters  about  those  new  fish  you  have  described : 
indeed  he  places  his  fisherman  on  the  banks  of  your  Brom- 
berg  river.  He  will  send  them  when  he  has  an  oppor- 
tunity." 

*  »  •  •  • 

"  Tim,  says  ho, — Hasn't  the  English  mail  been  overdue  at 
Bromberg  ?  But  I  conldn't  help  it  I  have  worked  harder 
than  a  horse,  for  /^  does  nothing  with  At»  head  but  eat  and 
drink.  I  shall  be  all  right  now,  health  and  everything.  I 
have  made  a  ca])ital  arrangement  with  Colbum.  But  I  shall 
suffer  from  that  Flemish  climate  for  years." 

The  last  paragraph  is  an  interpolation  of  my  father's.  It 
will  bo  seen  tliat  they  had  now  settled  at  Camberwell,  not 
far  from  the  Green. 

Caxbirwsll,  Nov.  19, 1840. 
My  dear  Doctob, 

We  were  very  much  disappointed  at  not  seeing 
you  on  Monday,  but  could  easily  divine  the  cause;  some- 
thing alin  to  what  keeps  us  from  Stratford — except  that 
your  time  is  essential  ta  the  lives  of  others,  and  mine  to  ray 
own  living.  Wo  have,  however,  been  seriously  intending  to 
come  over :  for  I  felt  sure  you  would  be  pleased  to  find  me 
so  much  improved  physically,  if  not  moiully,  in  spite  of 
adverse  circumstances — the  long  run  of  wet  weather  for  ona 
I  only  mention  haixi  work — which,  like  virtue,  brings  its 
own  reward — as  somethmg  besides,  that  my  health  has  to 
get  over — and  tlien  the  season  of  the  year — and  yet  it  seems 
steadily  to  improve  !  Your  brother  appears  to  have  hit 
uj)ou  some  medicine  very  congeniaV,  SI  it  b^  not  that  the 
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▼eiy  sight  of  him  does  me  good  (the  ouly  doubt  I  have  of 
your  medical  skill),  for  an  "Elliot"  has  always  been  one 
of  the  best  exhibitors  to  a  heart  out  of  order.  I  will  not 
enter  on  details,  which  probably  your  brother  has  given; 
but  to  me  there  appears  to  be  a  decided  change  for  the 
better.  And  in  return  for  the  general  interest  you  take  in 
me,  you  deserve  to  know  that  matters  are  looking  up— there 
is,  and  will  be,  a  struggle  of  course ;  but  from  eveiy  quarter 
they  say  that  I  am  writing  better  than  ever,  and  I  get 
on  veiy  comfortably  with  Colbum.     Perhaps  you  saw  my 

skirmish  with  B in  the  Athenaeum;   the  exposure  of 

my  private  affairs  was  on  his  part  malicious,  but  being 
falsely  given,  has  only  ended  in  his  own  discomfiture  and 
dishonour.  He  could  not  answer  my  chaises,  and  did  not, 
which  people  will  understand.  The  final  settlement  of  this 
affair  is  all  that  is  necessary  to  clear  up  my  mental  weather. 
For  the  rest^  I  may  suffer  with  what  is  called  society, 
because,  like  many  others,  I  do  not  pretend  to  be  a  rich 
man;  but  as  I  never  sought  the  herd,  they  are  welcome  to 
shun  me,  as  they  did  the  bankrupt  stag  in  the  Forest  of 
Amiens.  After  all,  "  As  you  like  it,"  is  the  great  secret,  and 
I  like  it  well  enough  as  it  is. 

N.K  I  mean  to  come  to  Stratford  for  all  this  moralising; 
and  as  all  my  complaints  have  a  periodical  character,  most 
probably  between  this  "New  Monthly"  and  a  new  "New 
Monthly;**  or  from  the  24th  of  this  to  the  1st  of  next 
month.  But  you  had  better  prepare  Willy  for  my  coming 
in  a  oommon-plaoe  way,  not  so  melodramatically  as  when 
I  seemed  to  have  been  committing  suicide  with  your  assist- 
ance.* 


*  He  mm  inhered  in  to  tMe  my  fiithsr,  during  the  bleeding  spoken  of  la 
(he  letter  dated  April  the  18ih.— T.  H. 
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If  I  were  such  a  oentanr  m  Geoige  ii^  I  wooH  oftwik 

mount  myself  and  trot  over  to  see  him;  but  Willy  k  much 
more  of  a  locomotive  than  I  am  I  What  a  firiakj  aog^  Im 
would  bo  on  the  Eastern  CountieB  railway  1 

Dunnie  and  Jcanie  will  have  grown  like  two  oooanibeiv 
into  quite  another  spedet^  and  May  into  a  May-pole.  Give 
my  love  to  them  all :  my  own  "  population  "  are  veiy  weOi 
and  now  having  filled  my  half  I  give  up  the  pen  to  Jane^ 

■ 

that  she  may  write  to  Mrs.  Elliot,  to  whom  please  to  give 
my  kindest  remembrances,  and  say  that^  having  taken  agam 
to  meaty  I  am  more  stoutly  than  ever 

YooiB  and  hers  very  tmly^ . 

Thoxas  Hooa 

« 

Owing  to  the  conftised  and  imsatis&otoiy  state  of  hk 
accounts,  and  the  undeserved  shipwrsok  of  '^Up  the  Bhine^"' 
which  ought  to  have  paid  well,  my  fiither's  affliizB  were  in 
anything  but  a  flourishing  condition.  He  had  reasonably 
calculated  that  a  work,  on  whidh  he  had  hestowed  the  labour 
of  so  many  painful  hoiirs,  would  have  retrieved  his  expenasi^ 
and  enabled  him  to  go  on  easily  enough.  Instead  of  this,  Us 
health  had  been  still  further  reduced  by  a  dangerous  illness 
aggravated  by  anxiety  and  mental  toil;  and  a  tedious  kw- 
suit  for  the  fruits  of  hm  hardly  earned  labours  (as  he  truly 
observed  often  '^attested,  literally,  with  his  blood")  was 
commenced,  fated  to  drag  on  its  attendant  oars  and  harssa 
to  the  end  of  his  short  life,  and  then  remain  unfinished. 
With  all  this,  and  with  a  weakened  body,  which,  QWing  to 
the  peculiar  character  of  his  disease,  he  dared  not  xeoruit 
with  ordinary  stimulants,  he  was  then  obliged  to  write  hard, 
and,  during  the  intervak  of  pain  and  langucMr,  to  procure 
the  Decesaary  means  of  existenoe.    On  hk  departure  from 


MEMORIALS  OF  THOMAS  HOOD.  829 

Ofltend,  the  only  copyright  he  ever  parted  with,  that  of 
"  Tylney  Hall,**  he  sold  to  Mr.  Bentley,  and  the  proceeds 
enabled  him  to  bring  over  his  family  and  settle  in  England. 
He  then  engaged  to  write  periodically  for  Mr.  Colbum  in 
the  *  New  Monthly  Magazine,"  at  that  time  edited  by  Theo- 
dore Hook.  In  this  periodical  he  wrote  a  series  of  "  Rhymes 
for  the  Times,"  and  his  famous  poem  of  "  Miss  Kilmansegg." 
This  remarkable  production  was  written  under  all  these 
adverse  circumstances,  in  his  modest,  almost  humble, 
lodgings  at  Camberwell,  appearing  part  after  part.  A  little 
of  the  gold,  scattered  so  richly  through  it,  converted  into 
real  coinage  of  the  realm,  might  have  prolonged  his  life,  and 
would  at  any  rate  have  alleviated  the  incessant  wear  of  his 
mental  powei-a.  The  only  wonder  is  that  mind  and  body 
held  out  so  long  as  they  did.  And  yet,  though  never 
through  his  life,  even  in  the  smallest  meaning  of  the  term,  a 
rich  man,  never  was  there  a  more  liberal  hand  or  heart 
than  his.  He  practised  to  the  full  that  charity,  of  which  he 
recognised  the  beauty  in  these  touching  words  :  '^  How  kind 
are  the  poor  to  the  poor  !  What  are  the  best  of  our  gifts, 
the  parings  of  our  superfluities,  or  even  the  'Royal  and 
Noble  Benefaction'  written  up  in  letters  of  gold,  to  the 
generous  donations  of  the  humbler  Samaritans,  who  having 
so  little  themselves  are  yet  so  willing  to  share  it  with  those 
who  have  less  ?  As  I  have  read  somewhere,  ^  The  Charity 
which  Plenty  spares  to  Poverty,  is  human  and  earthly;  but 
it  becomes  divine  and  heavenly  when  Poverty  gives  to 
Want!'" 

Surely  that  was  a  feelm^  beyond  mere  common  charity, 
which  induced  him  to  assist  jfrom  his  scanty  store,  so  pre- 
carious, and  so  hardly,  and  painfully  earned,  many  who 
applied  to  him  for  help  : — a  help  that  was  readily  given  by 
his  generous  hearty  open  to  sorrow  and  ^toixV)  wsA^t  vk^ 
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shape,  or  of  wliatever  kiml,  nut  obtcutatiouslj-,  fi^r  none  but 
my  mother  knew  of  it.  It  U  only  hy  mere  chance  porhnt^  ^  ■ 
that  yean  afterwards,  I  Lnvo  discovered  traces  of  kiad)y 
deeds,  and  timely  help  to  tliL.>ac  in  gorrow  or  wunt ;  BLilliugH 
often  given,  when  shilliiigd  were  scarce^  and  always  at  least, 
kind  and  sympathiBinj^  words. 


CHAPTER  IX. 


Utt. 

&mbanr«n — letter  to  Dr.  nn,)  Mn.  Bllint— "  Eugens  Aruo"  tiaiuilBied 
ioto  OeimAn— A  Copy  wnt  to  Bin  Rojal  nighnoaalhc  Friace  Coiuort 
-with  a  LttUr — Letter  to  LieaUnant  Do  Fraock^Pint  Appearance  of 
"  punch  "—CaL  ot  a.  "Tiou*"  Lailr—"  My  Tract  "—lira.  Hood  lo 
Hk.  BUiot— Letttn  on  tlia  subject  of  Ibo  '*  Kbit  Montkl;  "—Ha  ia 
d  Editor  on  Ui«  DisatL  of  TLsodore  IIoolc 


Id  the  December  of  1840,  and  the  January  of  1841,  my 
&ther  was  far  from  idlo,  and  far  from  well,  ob  will  be  seen 
from  the  enauing  letter.     At  tliis  time   ho    changed   his 


2,  Uhiox  Eow,  Hian  Sthest,  CunaKintUi 
Pci.  1,  1S41. 

Diut  Doctor, 

I  am  able  at  last  to  eit  down  to  writa  a  few  lineB 
and  report  progress.  Fur,  at  last,  I  have  killed  her,  instead 
of  her  killing  me;  m>t  my  wife,  but  Misa  KUmanaegg.  who 
died  very  hard,  for  I  found  it  difficult  to  get  into  the  tone 
»nd  story  again  aft«r  two  Diontba'  interruption, 

I  am  pretty  well  agiiin,  and,  as  a  proof,  walked  to  town 
*ad  baek  jeaterdBy  witii  Tom  and  Fanov.  but  £eol  to^v  ■■ 
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if  I  had  for  the  second  time  been  learning  to  walk,  which 
had  become  a  strange  exercise  to  me.  But  I  hope  to  put 
myself  on  my  feet  if  this  weather  should  continue.  Now 
for  news. 

You  will  be  gratified  to  hear  that,  without  any  knowledge 
of  it  on  my  part,  the  Literary  Fund  (the  members  of  the 
Committee  having  frequently  inquired  about  my  health,  and 

the  B business  of  Dilke),  unanimously  voted  me  £50, 

the  largest  sum  they  give,  and,  setting  aside  their  standing 
rules,  to  do  it  without  my  application.  I,  however,  returned 
it  (though  it  would  have  afforded  me  some  ease  and  relief), 
but  for  many  and  well-weighed  reasons. 

I  am,  however,  all  the  better  for  the  offer,  which  places 
me  in  a  good  position.  It  was  done  in  a  very  gratifying  and 
honourable  manner,  and  I  am  the  first  who  has  said  **  no,^* 
But  I  am  in  good  spirits,  and  hope  to  get  through  all  my 
troubles  as  independently  as  heretofore. 

We  have  much  more  comfortable  lodgings,  and  the  buses 
pass  the  door  constantly,  being  in  the  high-road  50  or  100 
yards  townward  of  the  Bed  Cap,  at  the  Gi*een.  I  have  a 
room  to  myself,  which  will  be  worth  £20  aryear  to  me, — for 
a  little  disconcerts  my  nerves. 

Jane,  if  not  literary,  is  littery,-r-in  the  midst  of  two  years' 
"Times,"  and  " Chionicles,"  and  sixty  volumes  of  "New 
Monthlys,"  cutting  out  extracts  towards  a  book  of  Colbum'a. 
Pray  offer  this  as  her  excuse  for  not  writing  to  Mrs.  E. 
We  all  send  our  loves  to  you  all.  If  the  weather  lasts,  I 
shall  hope  to  come  over  some  day  to  see  whether  Dunnie 
and  Jeanie  have  learned  to  ory  yet.  Jane  is  not  over  well 
(if  there  be  such  a  state),  for  she  has  had  a  great  deal  of 
fatigue  lately,  the  moving  being  in  a  hurry.  The  rest  well 
or  weller.  Jane  will  have  some  small  adventures  to  tell 
Mrs.  Elliot  when  they  meet.    I  shall  onlj  wj  \&i^\»  ^\i^^^]^ 


S8S  MEM0EIAL8  OF  THOICAB  BOODl 

at  a  Court  of  Requester  and  the  Ofthar  at  the  Houaa  lof  Cte^ 

rection.     God  bless  you  alL 

From,  dear  Doctor^ 

Tours  ever,  yeiy  truly, 

TooiHoaa 

My  dear  Mrs.  Eluot, 

You  must  have  thought  me  Teiy  ongratefcd  (which 
indeed  I  am  not),  that  I  haTe  been  ulent^  and  not  long  ere 
this  written  to  thank  you  for  your  kindness. 

The  filter,  &g,,  has  ani?ed  safe,  and  we  are  Teiy  mudi 
obliged.  Hood  says  he  never  thought  what  a  snudl  house 
we  are  living  in  till  the  filter  came» — it  would  not  filter 
through  the  house,  and  was  as  difficult  to  place  as  the  fiunily 
picture  m  the  Vicar  of  Wakefield.  It  will  be  a  great  com- 
fort to  Hood,  he  says,  because  he  is  too  thin  to  drink  thick 
water.  We  looked  for  you  Ycry  eagerly  on  Monday,  and 
though  you  were  prevented  firom  coming,  we  had  the  pleasure 
of  enjoying  the  good  and  kind  intention.  Ton  wiU  be  fjttA 
to  read  Hood*s  favourable  account  of  his  health.  He  is 
certainly  much  better  iu  spite  of  all  his  drawbacks.*  But 
he  and  I  could  not  agree  to  be  well  together.  I  have  been 
almost  on  invalid,  and  Iwt  Sunday  took  ill,  and  went  to  bed 
with  an  idea  that  I  was  goiog  to  keep  it^  but  I  am  now  much 
better.  I  hope  you  are  all  quite  well  Give  my  love  to  the 
dear  children,  and  with  the  same  to  you  and  the  Doctor, 

Believe  me^  ever  and  ever. 

Tours  afifoctionately, 

jAKiHooa 

*  A  note  is  here  inBerted  bj  my  fMet — "  Boei  she  metn  Uiilfln  f    I 
have  not  had  any  on  1    Jane  is  not  very  weQ.    I  ■nipect  from  an  antidoAs 
-V  ftfifT i^iifrrrn  lyifnrrf  fho  fTifnwn'* pnitrmtifl  Va '"-  T  IT 
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While  residing  at  this  latest  residence  in  Camberwell,  my 
father  received  a  parcel  from  his  old  friend,  Mr.  de  Franck, 
containing  two  copies  of  a  German  translation  of  his  poem  of 
"  Eugene  Aram's  Dream  '*  into  German.  Mr.  de  Franck  had 
rendered  the  poem  into  German  prose,  and  Herr  von  Ruhe 
had  versified  it,  both  as  literally  as  was  possible.  It  was 
published  in  Brombefg  in  1841. 

My  father  was  very  much  pleased  with  this  proof  of  the 
appreciation  of  his  works  among  the  really  culti^ted  Ger- 
mans. I  have  said  there  were  two  copies  of  the  works 
enclosed,  one  by  special  request  accompanied  by  a  letter 
from  Herr  RUhe,  was  sent  by  my  father,  to  His  Royal  High- 
ness Prince  Albert,  with  a  letter,  the  copy  of  which  was 
found  among  his  papers. 

Mat  it  pleabb  Your  Rotal  Hiqhness, 

The  greatest  literaiy  honour  that  can  befal  a  poem 
is  its  translation  into  a  foreign  language,  particularly  the 
German.  That  such  a  distinction  had  been  conferred  on 
any  verses  of  mine  has  only  just  been  made  known  to  me 
by  the  receipt  of  a  volume  from  Bromberg,  with  a  request  to 
me,  to  forward  the  copy,  which  accompanies  this,  to  its  high 
destination. 

Under  other  cifcumstances  I  should  have  shrunk  from 
such  an  intrusion;  but  being  thus  unexpectedly  brought 
under  your  Princely  notice,  let  me  crave  permission  to  offer 
the  respectful  homage  and  loyal  congratulations  of  the  Eng- 
lish author  of  **  Eugene  Aram." 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &a, 

Thomas  Hood. 
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Oambirwilii  Sukbit,  AprS  18, 1841. 

"  Tim,"  says  be,  **  I  thought  you  had  hung  up  your  hat," 
says  he,  and  in  fact  /  have  nearly  done  80>  once  or  twice,  on 
the  everlasting  peg  I 

Long  as  it  may  seem  to  you,  dear  Franck,  since  I  have 
written,  the  time  has  been  short  enough  for  all  I  have  had 
to  do  in  it  I  do  not  remember  ever  having  so  many  events 
crammed  into  the  same  ^aoe.  Between  law,  literature,  and 
illness,  I  have  been  living  in  such  a  hurry  that^  often  and 
often,  for  repose  of  body  and  mind,  I  have  wished  myself 
fishing  again,  witii  the  other  ^^chubhy"  fellow,  on  the  banks 
of  the  quiet  Lahn ;  so  I  have  thought  of  you,  Johnny,  if  I 
have  not  thrown  a  line  at  you,  for  which  I  have  always 
wanted  either  leisure,  or  health,  or  spurita,  for  it  were  un« 
gracious  to  write  merrily  for  the  public,  and  vent  the  blue 
devils  on  my  private  letters.  Moreover^  I  have  had  so  little 
of  j)leasant  to  communicate ;  but  I  will  waste  no  more  time, 
or  space,  on  explanations.  We  really  have  not  time  to  play 
at  cribbagc ;  and  Jane,  I  suspect,  has  quite  forgotten  how  to 
"  take  her  three."  I  suppose  she  told  you  of  the  serious 
attack  I  had  at  Stratford ;  since  then  I  have  had  two  attacks, 
one  a  bad  one,  for  I  lost  altogether  about  fifteen  ounces: 
indeed  I  feci  sure  another  month  in  Belgium  would  have 
done  for  mo. 

Ostcnd  and  the  sea-air  are  healthy  enough  in  summer, 
but  the  rest  of  the  year  it  is  an  unwholesome  place,  espe- 
cially in  the  spring.  The  easterly  winds,  which  then  prevail, 
bring  the  malaria  from  Walcheren,  and  the  Dutch  swamps. 
It  is  ascertained  that  if  you  have  once  been  affected  by 
malaria,  it  will  give  an  agueish  and  intermitting  character 
to  j'our  future  complaints.     Of  this  I  am  a  living  instance^ 


MEMORIALS  OF  THOMAS  HOOD.  a35 

for  I  have  regular  bad  days  (Tuesday  and  Friday),  with  an 
extreme  sympathy  with  wet  weather,  when  I  give  like  an  old 
salt  basket;  this  pleasant  tendency  I  shall  most  likely  enjoy 
for  the  rest  of  my  days. 

But  the  English  air  has  so  braced  the  fibres,  that  the 
blood-spitting  now  stops  at  once ;  whereas  in  Belgium  it  kept 
returning  every  second  or  third  day.  But  mine  is  a  compli- 
cated case,  and  there  is  affection  of  the  heart.  Luckily  I  am 
excellently  off  for  advice,  as  Dr.  Elliot's  brother,  who  is  also 
a  physician,  resides  within  a  quarter  of  a  mile^  and  visits  me 
two  or  three  times  a  week  to  watch  the  case ;  if  not  cured,  I 
think  the  progress  of  the  disease  is  stopped.  Camberwell  is 
the  best  air  I  could  have. 

Oh !  Johnny,  after  all  my  Utopian  drinking  schemes  of 
London  porter,  and  sherry,  I  have  not  drunk  a  glass  of  wine 
for  twelve  months,  and  as  for  porter,  have  been  dia&pinted  of 
even  a  pint  of  England's  entire ! ! !  not  even  a  glass  of  small 
single  X,  vulgarly  called  "swipes."  For  four  months  I  never 
tasted  animal  food  1  Zounds !  as  I  used  to  say  on  cattle  daya^ 
one  thing  would  now  make  my  misfortunes  complete — to 
be  tossed  by  an  ungrateful  beast  of  a  bullock ! 

But  I  have  now  returned  to  beef  and  mutton,  and  how 
delicioiis  they  are  here !  What  a  taste  of  the  fresh  green 
English  pasture  !  None  of  your  German  '^  bif  sticks,"  with 
no  more  gravy  ia  them  than  walking  sticks,  but  real  rump- 
steaks  out  of  Smithfield  oxen,  that  have  never  ploughed  or 
dragged  a  eart,  (don't  you  call  it  the  ipeise  cart  f)  juicy  as 
the  herbage,  and  done  to  a  turn  on  the  gridiron  by  "  neat- 
handed  Phillis."  Jane  and  I  are  just  going  to  have  one  for 
supper  on  purpose  to  tantalise  you;  can't  you  fancy  it  in 
your  land  of  fried  saddloflaps  1  You  would  like  a  bit,  I  guess, 
even  after  the  old  ladi/j  (you  remember  the  old  lady  and  the  bit 
of  brawn,)  but  I  won't  set  you  again&l  -^out  v^y^*^  ^^^  ^^^ 
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goose  sausages ;  so  do  more  about  English  suppeTS,  or  all  the 

other  good  things  in  this  land  of  untnissed  plum  puddingBi 

Glad  am  I  to  be  back  in  it  I     For  your  sake  I  will  not  regret 

Germany,  but  I  do  bitterly  repent  having  staid  bo  long  in 

Belgium ;  it  was  a  serious  loss  of  time,  health,  and  money. 
*  *  •  •  • 

I  am  now  engaged  to  write  some ''  Rhymes  for  the  Times^" 
and  theu  think  of  a  two  volume  noveL  Afterwards^  if  I  got 
strong  enough,  I  shall  begin  a  new  series  of  the  "  Comic 
Annual.'*  I  have  never  been  able  to  send  you  my  book 
called  '*  Up  the  Rhine;"  it  has  been  reprinted  in  English  at 
Loipsic,  and  is  sold  on  the  Rhine,  I  understand ;  some  day  I 
must  send  you  a  box.  I  suppose  "tg  Hamburgh"  will  bo 
the  best  way.  My  liteirary  reception  on  my  return  has  been 
very  gratifying.  They  say  I  am  as  well  as — or  better  than 
—ever. 

By-the-bye,  I  made  one  or  two  articles  out  of  your  sporting 
information,  especially  the  Pirsch  Wagoning,  and  had  the 
drawings  engraved.  You  shall  have  them  also.  Didn't  you 
enjoy  Pickwick?  It  is  so  very  English!  I  felt  sure  you 
would.  Boz  is  a  very  good  fellow,  and  he  and  I  are  very 
good  friends. 

So  much  for  literary  news,  and  now  for  domestia  My 
health  requiring  me  to  live  very  quietly,  and  regularly,  we 
aro  no  gayer  than  at  Coblenz.  But  then  for  the  soberness 
indoors  what  a  bustle  without  1  London  was  always  a  place 
pre-eminent  for  business,  to  which  is  now  added  bussiness. 
JJiis  (plural  buses)  is  the  short  for  omnibus,  which  is  any- 
thing but  a  sliort  stage,  for  it  carries  twelve  inside  and  four 
out.  We  live  on  the  high  road, — ^fanoy  some  fifty  of  these 
vehicles  running  backwards  and  forwards  all  day  long.  The 
same  in  tho  other  suburbs.  A  bus  goes  as  fast,  Tim,  as  ten 
droskya,  and  will  take  you  three  or  iouc  miles  Cor  sixpence, 
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which  is  cheaper  riding  than  at  Berlin.  To  be  sure,  omni- 
buses, I  suspect,  kill  horses,  but  the  droskys  kill  time! 
Everything  in  England  goes  at  a  pace  unknown  abroad :  I 
think  even  the  clocks  and  watches !  The  very  butchers 
seem  riding  trotting  matches  against  time.  When  I  first 
came  to  England  I  thought  everybody's  horse  was  running 
away.  But  there  is  a  vast  increase  of  smoking  shops  since  I 
left,  and  that  may  eventually  make  us  slower.  Well,  it  may 
be  a  cockney  taste,  but  I  like  Lunnon  where  everything  is  to 
be  had  for  money,  and  money  is  to  he  made,  which  gives  it  some 
advantage  over  even  cheap  places.  Besides  living  quietly  as 
we  do,  positively  we  do  not  spend  more  than  we  did  abroad, 
where  some  things  are  cheaper,  but  others  are  dearer  than  in 
England.  And  then  the  tax  (universally  levied  on  the  English) 
brings  the  countries  to  a  par.  The  English  I  think  are  find- 
ing it  out.  I  have  tried  to  open  their  eyes.  As  to  myself 
I  scarcely  go  to  town  above  once  a  month — we  are  about  three 
miles  from  St  Paulas,  so  that  it  is  a  walk  for  the  children, 
and  then  we  bus  back,  after  a  stroll  to  look  at  the  shops, 
which  are  as  good  as  an  Exhibition.  Very  rarely  I  dine  out 
— ^they  dine  too  late  for  me  at  seven,  and  a  cold  ride  through 
night  air  lays  me  up  for  a  month.  I  am  grown,  Tim,  quite 
an  old  man,  and  an  invalid  for  good,  and  am  as  thin  as  two 
Wildeganses.  Jane  is  thinner,  and  not  so  strong,  but  is  not 
like  me  a  teetotaller.  *'J)am  my  blood,"  as  I  say  to  the 
doctor,  when  I  want  it  stopped — I  wonder  where  it  all  comes 
from !  I  seem  to  be  like  those  little  red  worms  they  bait 
with  for  gudgeon,  with  only  blood  and  skin.  And  for  all 
my  temperance  nobody  gives  me  a  medal.  One  hot  evening 
last  summer  as  I  walked  home  I  could  have  miurdered  an 
old  fish-woman  who  stood  drinking  a  pot  of  porter  out  of  the 
cool  pewter  !  why  couldn't  she  drink  it  in  the  tap-roovsx^  ot  ^ 
ihe  bar,  out  of  my  sight  t    I  foQy  ex^oc^  xl^iX*  ^<c^\^A^:s[^  Vj^ 

VOL.  X  ^*^ 
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have  the  HydrophubiL  But  enoii^  of  mjmit  Bm  job 
heard  yet  ia  your  remote  oat-vf-th»'W»7  parti  of  tb* 
Daguerreotype  t  How  I  widi  t^  aome  waA  proetaa  I  oonld 
get  a  picture  of  ub  all — Um  famify  gninp  jnat  aa  w«  an 
' — to  Bead  you,  thei)  yoa  would  have  ma  quite  aa  ill-lookiiig 
aa  my  portrait,  and  diened  for  warmth  in  a  pea  jacket  and 
bloe  trouserB  (my  Oatend  lNMt408ttime).    Jam  aa  BCDal,  but 
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Btcad  of  translated.  But  the  oext  moment  I  was  horrified, 
for  I  saw  your  uunie  "  Von  Franck,"  as  one  of  the  transkr 
tors !  No  fear  liad  I  on  account  of  my  friend  Mr.  Riihe, 
his  habits  qualillcii  him  for  the  work,  but  *'oddfi  triggers^ 
and  blades  !**  (as  Bob  Acres  says)  a  Lieutenant  of  the  19th 
Infiiuterio  regiment !  Oh  !  Jane  1  (here  I  fairly  groaned  to 
think  of  it,)  Oh  !  Jane  !  We  know  from  Dr.  Weitershausen*8 
book  what  sort  of  work  a  Prussian  soldier  will  make  of 
poetry  !  Zounds  !  he  will  put  Eugene  Aram  into  "  parade 
breeches/'  Yes,  he  wiU  make  him  march  up  and  down  (see 
verse  7)  ^*  rechtsum  und  linksum^^  the  bludgeon  will  be  the 
stick  of  a  hecrpaiil',  and  the  booty  regularly  packed  in  the 
tojiiUtor.  Confound  him !  it  will  bo  no  more  like  Eugene 
Aram  than  Conimis-brod  to  mufHus  and  crumpets, — all 
Brown  Tommy  and  Brown  Bess  I  I  actually  cried  (fry,  for  I 
was  too  shocked  to  shed  tears  at  the  picture. 

But  this  comes,  said  I,  of  your  young  whiskered  Sword- 
Blades  that  sigh  so  for  war,  and  because  it  is  peace,  and  no 
other  butchery  stirring,  they  must  go  and  murder  Eugene 
Aram,  as  well  as  Daniel  Clarke !  For  he  knows,  the  Blut 
Egd,  that  in  spite  of  all  his  swagger  and  curUng  his  moua- 
tachios,  there  is  not  going  to  be  any  "A>i<f^,"  except, 
perhaps,  between  tlie  New  Zealaudcrs  and  the  Esquimaux. 
And  sure  enough  when  I  looked  into  the  German  version,  in 
the  very  beginuing,  I  found  the  game  of  cricket  turned  into 
Ball  Spiel;  which  I  suppose  means  playing  with  bullets  or 
cannon  balls,  or  as  we  call  it.  Ball- Practice.  If  I  had  under- 
stood German,  tliat  confounded  military  verse  would  have 
deprived  me  of  all  courage  to  read  further ;  but  luckily  I 
recollected  Mr.  lliihe,  who  would  make  the  matter  more  fit 
to  be  read  by  ci/i7ised  people.  He  had  not  been  educating 
his  car  for  rhythm  and  musical  verses  by  manufacturing 
ami  proving    miiskctSy   carbinea,  and  \A.\xtLdfitb\isaea.      A 
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^NeUu^  way  of  getting  a  nice  ear  for  harmonj  I  He  is  not 
a  man  of  blood  (as  the  Quakers  call  soldiers)  and  will  not 
make  every  verse  like  a  "  blut-tmirst,**  as  if  it  had  been  written 
in  East  India,  namely  at  Barrack-yore,  He,  Mr.  Riiho,  will 
know  better  than  to  make  Eugene  Aram  a  blue  and  red 
usher  at  the  military  school  in  Berlin,  just  because  Von 
Franck  was  drilled  there,  and,  what  is  better,  he  will  m9.ke 
the  repentant  murderer  read  his  Bible  instead  of  his  "  Scham- 
horst,*'  or  **Astor  on  Fortificiitions."  He  will  model  the 
Terse  on  something  more  musical  and  varied  than  that  ever- 
lasting Rub-a-dub-dub  below  the  walls  of  Ehrenbreitstein, 
In  short,  thank  Heaven,  Mr.  Riihe  will  translate,  and  not 
recruit  mo  into  the  German  service,  and  leave  mo  to  be 
tried  by  a  jury  of  critics  instead  of  a  court-martial !  Such 
were  my  misgivings  when  I  saw  your  name  in  the  muster- 
roll  (I  beg  your  pardon,  the  title  page),  though  Jane,  from 
her  dealings  with  French  money  in  Belgium,  thought  at  first 
it  was  the  price  of  the  book  in  francs.  When  I  explained  it^ 
she  literally  screamed  with  surprise,  and  exclaimed,  "  What^ 
Franck  turned  literary  !  Then  take  my  word  for  it,  Hood, 
he  has  married  Bettine  the  authoress.*'  And  she  wsus  as 
frightened  as  I  was  for  Eugene  Aram,  though  for  a  different 
cause,  namely  your  extravagant  passion  for  fishing.  *'  Franck 
must  be  very  much  changed,"  she  said,  alluding  to  the  first 
verse,  *'  if  he  leave  you  one  of  the  *  troutlets  in  the  pooL' " 
And  in  point  of  fact,  on  referring  to  your  German,  you  do 
make  them  jump  here  and  there  as  if,  at  leasts  you  had 
liooJxd  them.  Lord  knows  what  you  have  made  of  my 
"Calm  and  Cool  Evening,"  but  I  suppose  instead  of  one 
solitary  beetle  as  in  "  Gray's  Elegy,"  there  is  a  whole  flight 
of  cockchafers,  because  tliey  are  such  good  baits  for  cliub.  Of 
one  thing  I  can  judge,  fur  I  have  measured  with  a  straw, 
and  some  of  the  lines  are  rather  long,  as  if  you  had  thrown 
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them  as  far  as  you  could.  Moreover,  I  asked  ¥nxmj,  who  ii 
the  best  German  scholar  in  the  family,  to  give  me  an  acoount 
of  the  thin<^,  and  she  said,  that  Eugene  Aram  "  played*'  with 
the  old  man  before  he  killed  him,  and  then  struck  till  he 
broke  his  top-Joint  That  when  the  body  was  full  of  geniltM 
it  was  thrown  into  the  stream  for  fround-haU,  but  unfortu- 
nately the  water  dried  up,  and  so  the  body  was  put  into  % 
heap  of  bran,  and  the  wind  blew  away  the  bran,  dxSb  But  I 
cannot  depend  enough  on  Fanny's  acquaintance  with  the 
German  language  to  feel  sure  of  such  a  translation;  perhaps 
it  may  not  tuni  out  quite  so  fishy  as  she  representa  Mind, 
however,  that  should  it  not  prove  to  be  full  of  ram-rod  and 
fishing-rod  I  shall  attribute  that  merit  to  your  coadjutor,  for 
even  Tom  asked  when  he  heard  that  you  had  been  trans- 
lating it,  *'Did  Mr.  Franck  do  it  with  his  sword,  and  his 
Bchako,  and  his  moustaches  on?"  (as  if  the  last  ever  took 
off !)  I  am  quite  convinced  that  he  thought  you  were  doing 
some  exercise.  Tom  inquired  too,  why  your  version  had  not 
tlie  pictures,  and  I  told  him  it  would  not  suit  your  way  of 
telling  the  stoiy.  But  a  truce  to  banter,  I  will  now  be 
serious  at  turning  over  a  new  leaf:  seriously  then,  dear 
Franck,  I  feel  sure  that  your  part  in  the  business  has  been  a 
"  labour  of  love ;"  and  I  could  not  but  be  pleased  to  see  our 
two  names,  as  Winifred  Jenkins  says,  under  the  same 
"  liver."  The  hi;Lrhcst  literary  honour  that  a  poem  can  re- 
ceive is  its  tmnslation  into  a  foreign  language,  particularly 
the  Gonnan.  You  may  therefore,  estimate  how  much  I  feel 
myself  indebted,  as  an  author,  to  Mr.  Riihe.  Of  the  close- 
ness of  his  version  I  can  judge,  but  the  beauty  of  it  I  must 
unfortunately  only  relish  through  the  testimony  of  yourself 
and  others.  Yet  it  is  a  droll  fact,  Tim,  that  I  understand 
twice  as  much  German  as  I  did  in  Germany;  perhaps  what 
J  cropped  there^  has  become  digested  after  rumination,  as 
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the  cows  become  more  intimate  with  the  cud.  However, 
the  fact  is  plain. 

I  hayo  always  felt  it  as  a  reproach  that  I,  a  literary  man, 
had  not  mastered  that  literary  language ;  but  such  an  illness 
as  mine  dissolves  more  than  it  resolves — it  even  impairs  my 
memory,  and  particularly  as  to  names,  dates,  and  techni- 
calities, in  which  I  am  at  times  a  perfect  "Wild-goose." 
Still  there  is  another  point  on  which  I  am  able  to  speak — 
the  "getting  up,"  as  we  call  it,  of  your  little  work;  and 
really,  as  to  typography  and  paper,  it  seemed  the  very  best 
specimen  of  the  German  press  that  I  have  met  with.  The 
binding,  too,  has  been  much  admired,  and  especially  pleased 
me  by  a  sort  of  outlandish  look,  that  made  me  feel,  at  a 
glance  at  the  outside  merely,  that  I  was  translated.  To-day 
being  Good  Friday,  and  therefore  the  postal  arrangements 
more  early,  will  not  allow  me  the  pleasure  of  writing  to  Mr. 
Kiihe,  which  I  shall  do  next  week.  In  the  meantime,  I 
will  keep  shaking  the  friendly  hand,  which  he  extends  to  me 
so  handsomely,  and  drink  his  good  health  in  the  strongest 
beverage  that  is  allowed  to  Tea  Hood.  Pray  tell  him  this 
from  me,  and  that  I  really  rejoice  in  the  accession  of  such  a 
member  to  the  Freundschaft. 

By  the  bye,  I  will  send  you  here  a  joke  I  lately  made  ou 
Prince  Albert's  breaking  in  through  the  ice  when  skating,  Her 
Majesty  pulling  him  out  again  with  her  own  royal  hands: — 

ON  A  RECENT  niMERSION. 

**  Long  life  and  hard  fro&ts  to  the  fortnnate  Prince, 

And  for  many  a  skating  may  Providence  spare  him ; 


For  sorely  his  accident  served  to  convince 
That  the  Qaeen  dearly  loved,  tho'  the  ice  couldn't  bear  him. 


ff 


^'Tlm,  says  he,"  I  shall  set  about  getting  your  fishing 
tackle  or  making  you  up  a  box,  vid  Hamburg;  but  you 
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Cambirwill,  Surkit,  AprU  18, 1841. 

"  Tim,"  says  he,  '*  I  thought  you  had  hung  up  your  hat," 
says  he,  and  in  fact  I  have  nearly  done  80>  once  or  twice,  on 
the  everlasting  peg  1 

Long  as  it  may  seem  to  yoii»  dear  Franck,  since  I  have 
written,  the  time  has  been  short  enough  for  all  I  have  had 
to  do  in  it  I  do  not  remember  ever  haying  so  many  events 
crammed  into  tlie  same  space.  Between  law,  literature,  and 
illness,  I  have  been  living  in  such  a  hurry  that^  often  and 
often,  for  repose  of  body  and  naind,  I  have  wished  myself 
fishing  again,  with  the  other  ''chubby"  fellow,  on  the  banks 
of  the  quiet  Lahn ;  so  I  have  thought  of  you,  Johnny,  if  I 
have  not  thrown  a  line  at  you,  for  which  I  have  always 
wanted  either  leisure,  or  health,  or  spirits^  ibr  it  were  un* 
gracious  to  write  merrily  for  the  public,  and  vent  the  blue 
devils  on  my  private  letters.  Moreover^  I  have  had  so  little 
of  pleasant  to  communicate ;  but  I  will  waste  no  more  time, 
or  space,  on  explanations.  We  really  have  not  time  to  play 
at  cribbago ;  and  Jane,  I  suspect,  has  quite  forgotten  how  to 
"  take  her  three."  I  suppose  she  told  you  of  the  serious 
attack  I  had  at  Stratford;  since  then  I  have  had  two  attacks, 
one  a  bad  one,  for  I  lost  altogether  about  fifteen  ounces: 
indeed  I  feel  sure  another  month  in  Belgium  would  have 
done  for  me. 

Ostend  and  the  sea-air  are  healthy  enough  in  summer, 
but  the  rest  of  the  year  it  is  an  unwholesome  place,  espe- 
cially in  the  spring.  The  easterly  winds,  wliich  then  prevail, 
bring  the  malaria  from  Walcheren,  and  tho  Dutch  swamps. 
It  is  ascertained  that  if  you  have  once  been  affected  by 
malaria,  it  will  give  an  agucish  and  intermitting  character 
to  four  future  com])laints.     Of  this  I  am  a  liwiug  instance. 
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for  I  have  regular  bad  days  (Tuesday  and  Friday),  with  an 
extreme  sympathy  with  wet  weather,  when  I  give  like  an  old 
salt  basket;  this  pleasant  tendency  I  shall  most  likely  enjoy 
for  the  rest  of  my  days. 

But  the  English  air  has  so  braced  the  fibres,  that  the 
blood-spitting  now  stops  at  once;  whereas  in  Belgium  it  kept 
returning  every  second  or  third  day.  But  mine  is  a  compli- 
cated case,  and  there  is  affection  of  the  heart.  Luckily  I  am 
excellently  off  for  advice,  as  Dr.  Elliot's  brother,  who  is  also 
a  physician,  resides  within  a  quarter  of  «  mile^  and  visits  me 
two  or  three  times  a  week  to  watdi  the  case ;  if  not  cured,  I 
think  the  progress  of  the  disease  is  stopped.  Camberwell  is 
the  best  air  I  could  have. 

Oh!  Johnny,  after  all  my  Utopian  drinking  schemes  of 
London  porter,  and  sherry,  I  have  not  drunk  a  glass  of  wine 
for  twelve  months,  and  as  for  porter,  have  been  dia&pinted  of 
even  a  pint  of  England*s  entire  1 ! !  not  even  a  glass  of  small 
single  X,  vulgarly  called  "  swipes."  For  four  months  I  never 
tasted  animal  food  1  Zounds !  as  I  used  to  say  on  cattle  days, 
one  thing  would  now  make  my  misfortunes  complete — to 
be  tossed  by  an  ungrateful  beast  of  a  bullock  ! 

But  I  have  now  returned  to  beef  and  mutton,  and  how 
delicious  they  are  here  I  What  a  taste  of  the  fresh  green 
English  pasture  !  None  of  your  German  "  bif  sticks,"  with 
no  more  gravy  ia  them  than  walking  sticks,  but  real  rump- 
steaks  out  of  Smithfield  oxen,  that  have  never  ploughed  or 
dragged  a  eart,  (don't  you  call  it  the  speise  cart  t)  juicy  aa 
the  herbage,  and  done  to  a  turn  on  the  gridiron  by  *'  neat- 
handed  Phillis.*'  Jane  and  I  are  just  going  to  have  one  for 
supper  on  purpose  to  tantalise  you;  can't  you  fancy  it  in 
your  land  of  fried  saddleflaps  ?  You  would  like  a  bit,  I  guess, 
even  after  the  old  lady,  (you  remember  the  old  lady  and  the  bit 
of  brawn,)  but  I  won't  set  you  against  -jout  o^r^^V^  ^^w;^  ^xl^ 
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goose  sausages ;  so  do  more  about  English  suppeTS,  or  all  the 

other  good  tilings  in  this  land  of  untnissed  plum  puddings 

Glad  am  I  to  be  hack  in  it  1     For  your  sake  I  will  not  regret 

Germany,  but  I  do  bitterly  repent  haying  staid  bo  long  in 

Belgium ;  it  was  a  serious  loss  of  time,  health,  and  money. 
*  *  •  •  • 

I  am  now  engaged  to  write  some  ^  Rhymes  for  the  Timea^** 
and  then  think  of  a  two  volume  noveL  Afterwards^  if  I  get 
strong  enough,  I  shall  begin  a  new  seriefl  of  the  *'  Comic 
Annual."  I  have  never  been  able  to  send  you  my  book 
called  "  Up  the  Rhine;"  it  has  been  reprinted  in  English  at 
Leipsic,  and  is  sold  on  the  Rhine,  I  understand ;  some  day  I 
must  send  you  a  box.  I  suppose  "tg  Hamburgh*'  will  bo 
the  best  way.  My  literary  reception  on  my  return  has  been 
very  gratifying.  They  say  I  am  as  well  as — or  better  than 
—ever. 

By-the-bye,  I  made  one  or  two  articles  out  of  your  sporting 
information,  especially  the  Pirsch  Wagoning,  and  had  the 
drawings  engraved.  You  shall  have  them  also.  Didn't  you 
enjoy  Pickwick?  It  is  so  veiy  English!  I  felt  sure  you 
would.  Boz  is  a  very  good  fellow,  and  he  and  I  are  very 
good  friends. 

So  mucli  for  literary  news,  and  now  for  domestic.  My 
health  requiring  mo  to  live  very  quietly,  and  regularly,  we 
are  no  gayer  than  at  Coblenz.  But  then  for  the  soberness 
indoors  what  a  bustle  without  1  London  was  always  a  place 
pre-eminent  for  business,  to  which  is  now  added  busdness. 
Bus  (plural  buses)  is  the  short  for  omnibus,  which  is  any- 
thing but  a  sliort  stage,  for  it  carries  twelve  inside  and  four 
out.  We  live  on  the  high  road, — ^fancy  some  fifty  of  these 
vehicles  running  backwards  and  forwards  all  day  long.  The 
same  in  the  other  suburbs.  A  bus  goes  as  fast,  Tim,  as  ten 
droskja,  and  will  take  you  three  or  four  miles  for  sixpence, 
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which  is  cheaper  riding  than  at  Berlin.  To  be  sure,  omni- 
buses, I  suspect,  kill  horses,  but  the  droskys  kill  time! 
Everything  in  England  goes  at  a  pace  unknown  abroad :  I 
think  even  the  clocks  and  watches !  The  very  butchers 
seem  riding  trotting  matches  against  time.  When  I  first 
came  to  England  I  thought  everybody's  horse  was  running 
away.  But  there  is  a  vast  increase  of  smoking  shops  since  I 
left,  and  that  may  eventually  make  us  slower.  Well,  it  may 
be  a  cockney  taste,  but  I  like  Lunnon  where  everything  is  to 
be  had  for  money,  and  money  is  to  be  made,  which  gives  it  some 
advantage  over  even  cheap  places.  Besides  living  quietly  as 
we  do,  positively  we  do  not  spend  more  than  we  did  abroad, 
where  some  things  are  cheaper,  but  others  are  dearer  than  in 
England.  And  then  the  tax  (universally  levied  on  the  English) 
brings  the  countries  to  a  par.  The  English  I  think  are  find« 
ing  it  out.  I  have  tried  to  open  their  eyes.  As  to  myself 
I  scarcely  go  to  town  above  once  a  month — we  are  about  three 
miles  from  St  Paul's,  so  that  it  is  a  walk  for  the  children, 
and  then  we  bus  back,  after  a  stroll  to  look  at  the  shops, 
which  are  as  good  as  an  Exhibition.  Very  rarely  I  dine  out 
— they  dine  too  late  for  me  at  seven,  and  a  cold  ride  through 
night  air  lays  me  up  for  a  month.  I  am  grown,  Tim,  quite 
an  old  man,  and  an  invalid  for  good,  and  am  as  thin  as  two 
Wildeganses.  Jane  is  thinner,  and  not  so  strong,  but  is  not 
like  me  a  teetotaller.  ^^Dam  my  blood,"  as  I  say  to  the 
doctor,  when  I  want  it  stopped — I  wonder  where  it  all  comes 
from  1  I  seem  to  be  like  those  little  red  worms  they  bait 
with  for  gudgeon,  with  only  blood  and  skin.  And  for  aU 
my  temperance  nobody  gives  m^  a  medal.  One  hot  evening 
last  summer  as  I  walked  home  I  could  have  murdered  an 
old  fish- woman  who  stood  drinking  a  pot  of  porter  out  of  the 
cool  pewter  !  why  couldn't  she  drink  it  in  the  tap-room,  or  at 
the  bar,  out  of  my  sight  t    I  fully  ex^^oc^  XkinX*  ^<^\^A*^^%  \j^ 

VOL,  X  ^ 


aas  icsHOBiALB  or  thoiub  bood. 

have  the  Hydrophobia.  But  enongh  of  mjHlC  Hn«  ytm 
liectrd  yet  ia  your  remote  out-«f-the-vftj  pwta  of  tbfl 
Dagaerreotype  t  How  I  wish  by  wiM  idA  i«mMi  I  oonld 
get  a  picture  of  ub  all — tha  fiunity  gnnip  jnrrt  ■■  w«  an 
— to  send  you,  then  you  would  bare  tne  quite  «•  QUooking 
aa  my  portrait,  and  dressed  for  waimth  in  «  pea  jacket  end 
blue  trcniserB  (my  Oetend  boat-eoBtnme).    Jane  ai  wual,  bat 


yin-tt  n\pt  r  cLnc  e. 


looking  rather  lesB  puzzled  than  when  Bho  had  to  oontoid 
with  foreign  money  and  German  cookery.  Bon't  you  per- 
ceive it  1  Ffinny  tall  and  fair,  Tom  tall  and  dark,  a  good 
deal  like  n  squirrel  without  a  tail  He  baa  fagged  very  bard 
at  his  books  witli  his  ^la  till  be  can  maater  the  fairy  work  of 
"  Midsummei's  Night's  Dream,"  and  is  particularly  delighted 
ffitb  Bottom  the  weaver.     It's  vety  faviy  to  bear  bim  road- 
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ing  to  himself,  and  laughing.  Having  some  dim  notion  of 
mythology,  he  stopped  short  in  the  middle  of  a  frisk  to  ask 
"  Is  there  a  god  of  romps  1 "  Fanny  is  very  literary  too, 
so  that  I  have  two  critics,  of  ten,  and  six  years  of  age.  I 
have  been  writing  to  prove  that  the  rum  and  tcbaeoo  that 
Robinson  Crusoe  drank  for  his  ague  would  have  poisoned 
him,  whereupon  Tom  told  me  that  if  I  killed  Robinson 
Crusoe,  he  wouldnH  praise  mj^  tvorksf  The  other  day  he 
talked  of  a  lady  in  Italics  (hysterics),  and  at  cards  called 
out,  "now,  we  must  make  a  puddle!"  (*.«.  a  pool).  He 
and  Fanny  are  full  of  odds  and  ends,  fairy  tales,  and  plays, 
and  travels,  and  in  their  games  it  all  comes  working  out  like 
beer  from  a  barrel  We  are  all  going  to  the  play  on  Saturday 
and  shall  have,  I  expect,  plenty  of  after-pieces  in  consequence. 
Tom  knows  something  of  Scripture  too,  for  we  have  a  figure 
of  Joan  of  Arc,  and  ho  says  she  is  the  wife  of  Noah  of  Ark 

As  to  the  books,  in  the  beginning,  I  thought  that  you  had 
perhaps  drawn  up  a  manual  of  Infantry  manoeuvres,  then 
that  the  Pnnccs  at  Antonin  had  edited  some  work  on  hunt- 
ing, or  fishing,  and  next  that  your  father  had  composed  some 
rules  for  the  management  of  large  familiea  Jane  would 
have  it  that  you  had  written  a  play  for  the  Brombei^ 
theatricals,  and  Fanny  guessed  that  you  had  written  a  novel, 
something  like  Charlotte  and  Werter.  In  short,  we  supposed 
a  dozen  different  works  from  as  many  authors,  even  going  so 
far  as  to  imagine  that  Wildegans  had  been  putting  into 
verse  his  '*  Recollections  of  the  Rhine.**  Even  the  sight  of 
the  book  did  not  set   me  right,   for  I  exclaimed,  "Oh I 

Colonel  G ^*s  book,'*  but  **  I  thought  a  lie."     And  now 

how  can  I  express  my  delight  at  knowing  the  whole  truth  t 
Jane  says  I  looked  as  if  I  was  turned  to  red  and  white  with 
pleasure  I    I  am  sure  she  turned  from  red  and  wMte  t^  «3L 
red,  and  looked  aa  happy  aa  if  I  \iad.  Yteen  \x«XAV2si\A^>a^ 
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Btcad  of  translated.  But  the  next  moment  I  was  horrified, 
for  I  saw  your  name  "  Von  Franck,"  as  one  of  the  transla- 
tors !  No  fear  had  I  on  account  of  my  friend  Mr.  Riihe, 
his  habits  qualiiicd  him  for  the  work,  but  **  odds  triggers^ 
and  blades  !"  (as  Bob  Acres  says)  a  Lieutenant  of  the  19th 
Infanteric  regiment !  Oh  !  Jane  !  (here  I  fairly  groaned  to 
think  of  it,)  Oh  I  Jane  !  We  know  from  Dr.  Weitershausen's 
book  wliat  sort  of  work  a  Prussian  soldier  will  make  of 
poetry  !  Zounds  !  he  will  put  Eugene  Aram  into  "  parade 
breeclies."  YevS,  he  wiU  make  him  jnarcJi,  up  and  down  (see 
vei*se  7)  **  rechUum  uiid  linksum^^  the  bludgeon  will  be  the 
stick  of  a  heerpauky  and  the  booty  regularly  packed  in  the 
tornutor.  Confound  him  I  it  will  be  no  more  like  Eugene 
Aram  than  Commis-brod  to  muffins  and  crumpets, — all 
Brown  Tommy  and  Brown  Bees  I  I  actually  cried  dry^  for  I 
was  too  sliocked  to  shed  tears  at  the  picture. 

But  this  comes,  said  I,  of  your  young  whiskered  Sword- 
Blades  that  sigh  so  for  war,  and  because  it  is  peace,  and  no 
other  butchery  stirring,  they  must  go  and  murder  Eugene 
Aram,  as  well  as  Daniel  Clarke !  For  he  knows,  the  Blut 
£i/fJ,  that  in  spite  of  all  his  swagger  and  curling  his  moua- 
tachios,  there  is  not  going  to  be  any  "  KrUg"  except, 
])erhaps,  between  the  New  Zealaudcrs  and  the  Esquimaux. 
And  sure  enough  when  I  looked  into  the  German  version,  in 
the  very  beginning,  I  found  the  game  of  cricket  turned  into 
Ball  6piel;  which  I  suppose  means  playing  with  bullets  or 
cannon  balls,  or  as  we  call  it,  Ball-Practice.  If  I  had  under- 
stood German,  that  confounded  military  verse  would  have 
deprived  me  of  all  com^age  to  read  further ;  but  luckily  I 
recollected  Mr.  Piiihe,  who  would  make  the  matter  more  fit 
to  be  read  by  ciniisGd  people.  He  had  not  been  educating 
Jj/s  ear  for  rhythm  and  musical  verses  by  manufacturing 
and   proving    niuskctS|   carb'meB|  and  \A\m^Qx>a\>ss&ML     A 
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^ITeisie^  way  of  getting  a  nice  ear  for  hormonj  I  He  is  not 
a  man  of  blood  (as  the  Quakers  call  soldiers)  and  will  not 
make  every  verse  like  a  "  blut-toUrst,''*  as  if  it  had  been  written 
in  East  India,  namely  at  Barrack-yore,  Ho,  Mr.  lliihe,  will 
know  better  than  to  make  Eugene  Aram  a  blue  and  red 
usher  at  the  military  school  in  Berlin,  just  because  Von 
Franck  was  drilled  there,  and,  what  is  better,  he  will  mo^ke 
the  repentant  murderer  read  his  Bible  instead  of  his  "  Scham- 
horst,*'  or  •^Astor  on  Fortificiitions."  He  will  model  the 
▼erse  on  something  more  musical  and  varied  than  that  ever- 
lasting Rub-a-dub-dub  below  the  walls  of  Ehrenbreitstein. 
In  short,  thank  Heaven,  Mr.  RUhe  will  translate,  and  not 
recruit  me  into  the  German  service,  and  leave  me  to  be 
tried  by  a  jury  of  critics  instead  of  a  court-martial !  Such 
were  my  misgivings  when  I  saw  your  name  in  the  muster- 
roll  (I  beg  your  pardon,  the  title  page),  though  Jane,  from 
her  dealings  with  French  money  in  Belgium,  thought  at  first 
it  was  the  price  of  the  book  in  francs.  When  I  explained  it, 
she  literally  screamed  with  surprise,  and  exclaimed,  "  What, 
Franck  turned  literary  !  Then  take  my  word  for  it,  Hood, 
he  has  married  Bettine  the  authoress.*'  And  she  was  as 
frightened  as  I  was  for  Eugene  Aram,  though  for  a  different 
cause,  namely  your  extravagant  passion  for  fishing.  <<  Franck 
must  be  very  much  changed,"  she  said,  alluding  to  the  first 
verse,  "  if  he  leave  you  one  of  the  *  troutlets  in  the  pooL' " 
And  in  point  of  fact,  on  referring  to  your  German,  you  do 
make  them  jump  here  and  there  as  if,  at  least,  you  had 
hooked  them.  Lord  knows  what  you  have  made  of  my 
"Calm  and  Cool  Evening,*'  but  I  suppose  instead  of  one 
solitary  beetle  as  in  "  Gray's  Elegy,"  there  is  a  whole  flight 
of  cockchafers,  because  tJiey  are  such  good  baits  for  chub.  Of 
one  thing  I  can  judge,  for  I  have  measiu^  with  a  straw, 
and  some  of  the  lines  are  rather  long,  as  if  you  had  thrown 
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them  88  far  88  you  could.  Uonom,  I  uked  Fmny,  who  ii 
the  best  German  scholar  in  the  fiunily,  to  give  me  an  aeooiiiit 
of  the  thing,  and  she  said^  that  Eugene  Anun  '^pikjed"  with 
the  old  man  before  he  killed  him,  and  then  atmdL  tiU  ha 
broke  his  Cap-Joint  That  whea  the  body  waa  ftill  of  geMm 
it  was  thrown  into  the  stream  for  frdun^hail^  but  nnforto- 
nately  the  water  dried  up,  and  so  the  body  waa  pat  into  a 
heap  of  bran,  and  the  wind  blew  away  the  bran,  Aa  But  I 
cannot  depend  enough  on  Fanny's  acquaintanee  with  the 
German  language  to  feel  anre  of  aooh  a  translation;  perfaqis 
it  may  not  turn  out  quite  so  fishy  as  she  representa  Mind, 
however,  that  should  it  not  prore  to  be  full  of  ram-fod  and 
fishing-rod  I  shall  attribute  that  merit  to  your  coacyutor,  for 
even  Tom  asked  when  he  heard  that  you  had  been  trans- 
lating it,  *'  Did  Mr.  Franok  do  it  with  his  sword,  and  his 
Bchako,  and  his  moustaehes  on  I**  (as  if  the  last  ever  took 
off !)  I  am  quite  conyinoed  that  he  thought  you  were  doing 
some  exercise.  Tom  inquired  too^  why  your  Tenion  had  not 
the  pictures,  and  I  told  him  it  would  not  suit  your  way  of 
telling  the  story.  But  a  truoe  to  banter,  I  will  now  be 
serious  at  turning  over  a  new  leaf:  serioudy  then,  dear 
Franck,  I  feel  sure  that  your  part  in  the  business  haa  been  a 
''  labour  of  lovo ;"  and  I  oould  not  but  be  pleased  to  tee  our 
two  names,  as  Winifred  Jenkins  says^  imder  the  same 
"  kiver,^^  The  highest  literary  honour  that  a  poem  oan  re- 
ceive is  its  translation  into  a  foreign  language,  particularly 
the  German.  You  may  therefore^  estimate  how  much  I  fbel 
myself  indebted,  as  an  author,  to  Mr.  Rftha  Of  the  doae- 
ness  of  his  version  I  can  judge,  but  the  beauty  of  it  I  must 
unfortunately  only  relish  through  the  testimony  of  yourself 
and  others.  Yet  it  is  a  droU  fact,  Tim,  that  I  understand 
twice  83  much  German  as  I  did  in  Germany;  perhaps  what 
J  oropped^  there,  has  become  digested  after  ruminatioD,  av 
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the  cows  become  more  intimate  with  the  cud.  However, 
the  fact  is  plain. 

I  have  always  felt  it  as  a  reproach  that  I,  a  literary  man, 
had  not  mastered  that  literary  language ;  but  such  an  illness 
as  mine  dissolves  more  than  it  resolves — it  even  impairs  my 
memory,  and  particularly  as  to  names,  dates,  and  techni- 
calities, in  which  I  am  at  times  a  perfect  "Wild-goose." 
Still  there  is  another  point  on  which  I  am  able  to  speak — 
the  "getting  up,"  as  we  call  it,  of  your  little  work;  and 
really,  as  to  typography  and  paper,  it  seemed  the  very  best 
specimen  of  the  German  press  that  I  have  met  with.  The 
binding,  too,  has  been  much  admired,  and  especially  pleased 
me  by  a  sort  of  outlandish  look,  that  made  me  feel,  at  a 
glance  at  the  outside  merely,  that  I  was  translated.  To-day 
beiug  Good  Friday,  and  therefore  the  postal  arrangements 
more  early,  will  not  allow  me  the  pleasure  of  writing  to  Mr, 
KUhe,  which  I  shall  do  next  week.  In  the  meantime,  I 
will  keep  shaking  the  friendly  hand,  which  he  extends  to  mo 
so  Jumdsomely,  and  drink  hi»  good  health  in  the  strongest 
beverage  that  is  allowed  to  Tea  Hood.  Pray  tell  him  this 
from  me,  and  that  I  really  rejoice  in  the  accession  of  such  a 
member  to  the  Freundschaft. 

By  the  bye,  I  will  send  you  here  a  joke  I  lately  made  on 
Prince  Albert's  breaking  in  through  the  ice  when  skating,  Her 
Majesty  pulling  him  out  again  with  her  own  royal  hands: — 

ON  A  RECENT  IMMERSION. 

"  Long  life  and  hard  froats  to  the  fortunate  Prince, 

And  for  many  a  skating  may  Providonce  spare  him ; 
For  sorely  his  accident  served  to  convince 

That  the  Qaeen  dearly  loved,  tho'  the  ice  covUdnH  hear  him.** 

"Tim,  says  he,"  I  shall  set  about  getting  your  fishing 
tackle  or  making  you  up  a  boZ|  vid  Hamburg;  but  you 
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oannot  have  the  tackle  by  tbe  time  7011  prapoM^  far  look 
you,  to-day  is  the  9th  (yonr  predoiu  alfnaniipk  nji  tbe 
90th,  and  I  supiK)se  with  your  regiment  it  is  the  19th)»  As 
to  the  tufo  last  *'  Comica^**  Tim,  you  have  had  themi  for  there 
have  been  none  since.  **  Up  the  Rhine"  was  in  lien  of  one 
of  them,  and  there  has  been  no  other.  I  shall  be  most 
happy  to  send  my  face  and  the  ^Eugene**  in  TJ^I^A  for 
Mr.  Riihe,  and  some  other  trifles  besides ;  but  then  wOU  be 
some  delay;  for,  thanks  to  tiiat  B-^* —  (wonld  be  were  tiwd 
at  Bailey  Senior,  as  we  genteeUy  call  the  Old  Bsiley  Q^  efwy* 
thing  is  locked  up  at  law,  eren  my  mock  oonntensnca  He 
has  almost  ub-Chnstianiaed  me,  for  at  times  I  hsTe  been  on 
the  point  of  cursing  him  in  the  terms  of  the  awftd  ocuse  of 
Emulphus— for  which  you  must  consult  Tristram  Shandy, 

Amongst  other  things,  you  shall  hsTe  the  Findk  Wagmiig 
article,  and  two  piscatory  dislogaes— one  on  the  Netie^  and 
the  other  on  the  Brake-— which  I  made  out  of  your  letten^ 
and  have  really  sketdied  the  places  t^  like  the  oiiginala^ 
considering  that  I  haye  nerer  been  there  1  As  all  Engiiah 
reading  will  be  welcome,  you  shall  also  have  my  New  lionU^y 
Magazines;  but  N.B.  with  my  articles  cat  eat  for  reprinting^ 
which  you  will  get  some  day  in  a  Toluma  Jane  is  bonified 
at  my  sending  out  **  Up  the  Rhine;**  she  says  it  contains  so 
many  quizzes  on  the  Germans.  But,  as  you  know,  I  quii  by 
preference  my  best  friends,  and  it  is  in  fiiToar  of  the  Ger- 
mans that  they  can  afford  to  be  quizzed.  It  may  seem  a 
paradox,  but  only  respectable  people  are  qaizsable;  nobody 
dreams  of  quizzing  good-for-nothings  and  blackgoards:  and 
if  "  age  commands  respect "  (you  remember  year  oopy-book^ 
so  it  commands  quizzing.  Nothing  is  more  common  than  to 
hear  of  an  Old  Quiz — generally  a  rery  respectable  clderl|y 
gentleman  or  gentlewoman,  but  something  eccentiia  Long 
life  to  you,  Tim,  and  when  you  are  mxtj,  look  out  for  a  g-jod 
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share  of  quizzing !  I  shan't  be  alive  to  do  it,  but  I  'U  be- 
queath you,  Tim,  as  a  good  subject  to  some  first-rate  hand 
in  the  line. 

This  reminds  me  to  wonder  what  you  are  going  to  be  put 
out  of  the  army  for,  for  that  is  the  way  that  we  in  England 
interpret  the  threat  of  a  young  officer's  retirement  Have 
you  been  drinking  Moselle  out  of  a  black  bottle,  like  Captain 
Reynolds  of  the  11th  Hussars?  Jane  thinks  the  19th  have 
been  ordered  to  shave  off  their  mosquitoes  (she  means 
moustachios),  and  you  won't  submit  to  it ;  and  Fanny 
supposes  you  are  weary  of  wearing  a  "  cap  "  without  "  tain  " 
to  it  For  my  part,  I  can  only  guess  at  military  feelings, 
and  should  think  it  would  be  very  disagreeable  to  leave  the 
army  without  having  killed  anybody ;  indeed,  I  think  it  is  a 
reflection  very  likely  to  lead  to  suicide,  or  killing  yoursel£ 
A  civilian,  indeed,  would  point  with  great  satisfaction  to  a 
sword  that  had  never  hurt  man,  woman,  or  child,  since  it 
became  a  blade ;  but  a  warrior's  sentiment,  I  presume, 
must  be  the  very  reverse — more  in  the  style  of  Komer. 
Mind,  I'm  not  wanting  you  to  go  and  kill  anybody,  that  I 
may  write  another  poem  about  murder,  but  only  speculating 
philosophically  on  the  different  feelings  of  oivilians  and 
uncivilians. 

Apropos  of  fighting,  are  you  not  sorry,  Tim,  to  find  that 
the  knife  has  come  so  much  more  into  vogue  among  our  lower 
orders  :  there  seems  to  have  been  a  sort  of  vulgar  chivalry 
about  pugilism,  after  all,  when  a  man  struck  another  fairly, 
as  the  Irishman  said,  "  with  nothing  in  his  hand  but  his 
fist."  But  I  suppose  all  sorts  of  fighting  are  coming  in,  for 
Quakerism  is  clearly  going  out.  Few  of  the  second  genera- 
tion in  Quakers'  families  are  friends.  You  had  the  great 
Mrs.  Fry  at  Berlin.  Well !  none  of  the  junior  Fiys  are 
Quakers.     There  is  a  great  deal  of  humbug  about  them — 
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ono  fiict  is  admitted,  by  a  xwy  derer  writer  of  thflir  own 
body,  that  they  are  partioulariy  worldly— a  momey-gettiiig 
and  money-loving  pcopla  I  tather  think  if  the  law  woald 
allow  them  to  refuse  taxes,  to  seire  in  the  army,  te,  Aa^ 
wo  should  have  plenty  of  Qnakem  I  have  lately  been 
quizzing  them  a  little,  and  am  at  open  war,  as  I  have  been 
with  all  canters,  here  called  saintfl,  and  there  !•  an  mrasoal 
quantity  current  of  piotia  oant  or  religions  bigotiy. 

The  Tories  got  up  in  England,  for  party  purpoeea,  fiuia- 
ticism  against  the  Catholics,  and  a  cry  of  "the  Ghnrdi  in 
danger " ;  now,  what  is  called  "  High  Chnroh  of  Eng- 
landism,**  the  higher  it  ia  earned,  the  nearer  it  approaches 
to  Popery.  I  predicted  the  result,  that  it  would  end  in 
making  a  sort  of  Pope  of  the  archbishop  of  Ganterbmy,  and 
now  there  is  actually  a  schism  in  the  High  Church  party  at 
Tory  Oxford,  a  Popish-Protestant  section  writing  in  fayour 
of  celibacy,  images,  <feo.,  &a  But  we  hare  no  fear  of  yonr 
turning  a  Protestant  monk.  Perhaps,  when  Amanda  oomes 
to  Bromberg,  you  will  get  by  degrees  (of  comparison)^  to 
think  that  Miss  Bosser  is  Miss  Best,  and  if  you  once  think 
that,  you  are  safe  from  Poseyism,  Le.  celibacy.  Pray  give 
my  love  to  her,  if  we  were  nearer  I  might  choose  another 
word,  but  at  this  distance,  even  her  Mamma  could  not 
object  to  the  affection, — Jane  don*t !  And  now,  in  spite  of 
her  remonstrances,  I  must  tell  you  what  happened  last 
night,  after  I  had  written  most  of  this  letter.  I  was  looking 
out  of  the  window,  at  nearly  dark,  when  a  female  figure 
stepped  out  of  a  coach,  ran  about  six  yards  like  a  crab,  tLe., 
sideways,  and  then  fell  flat,  what  the  wrestlers  call  li  fiur 
back-ftxll.  If  you  have  ever  seen  any  mosaic^  you  can  fiincy 
a  figure  inlaid,  as  it  were,  in  a  dark  ground. 

It  was  Jane  just  returned  from  her  mother'a  You  will 
Jbe  glad  to  hear  that  her  ML  was  broken  by  an  indi  or  two 
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of  Cambcrwell  Road  mud,  after  a  proyidential  shower  of 
rain.  I  suppose  it  was  the  same  feeling  that  induced  Eve 
to  make  poor  Adam  as  begrimed  as  herself,  but  the  moment 
I  appeared,  Jane  threw  herself  into  my  arms,  and  took  cure 
to  make  me  quite  as  dirty.  She  was  not  hurt,  though 
shaken.  As  she  came  home  in  the  dark,  so  as  not  to  see 
the  steps  of  the  coach,  I  pronounced  the  usual  verdict, — but 
perhaps  you  have  not  heard  of  that  story — an  inquest  on 
the  body  of  a  woman,  who  had  been  killed  by  her  husband. 
She  was  a  notorious  cat,  and  when  the  coroner  asked  the 
jury  for  the  verdict,  the  foreman  gave  it  in  these  words, 
"  Sarved  her  riglit ! " 

And  now,  Tim,  how's  your  mother  f  I  must  be  thinking  of 
shutting  up  this  letter,  don^t  you  wish  you  may  get  it,  but  I 
must  ask  you  before  I  close  Jias  your  motJier  sold  her  mangle  f 
which  I  suppose  will  puzzle  you  and  no  mistake  1  * 

I  shall  lose  the  post  if  I  do  not  stop  at  once,  so  God  bless 
you  Johnny,  alias  Tim  ;  what  suspicious  characters  we  should 
be  for  the  Old  Bailey  with  so  many  names. 

The  horn  is  blowing,  and  the  eil  wagcn  is  going  out  of 
the  yard,  and  my  stomach  is  full  of  parsnips,  hot-cross-bunSy 
salt  fish  and  egg-sauce,  but  my  heart  tells  mo  that  I  am, 

Dear  Franck, 

Your  loving  friend, 

Thos.  Hood. 

It  was  some  time  early  in  this  year  that  my  father  made 
acquaintance  with  the  first  number  of  ^'  Punch."     He  walked 

*  I  hare  no  doubt  that,  whether  with  the  maternal  cognizance  or  no, 
poor  Franck  was  considerably  '*  out "  in  his  endeavours  to  make  head  or 
tail  of  this  parai^ph,  into  which  my  father  has  purposely  imported  all  the 
tlang  sayings  in  vogue  at  tae  time. — T.  H. 
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out  with  roe  one  fine  Saturday  erreaiiig  till  wb  ouM  nmAf 
to  Walworth.  It  was  getting  rather  diuk^  ao  thst  the  ahopa 
were  beginning  to  light  up.  On  one  aide  of  the  atreet  a 
man  woa  standing  bj  a  little  taUe,  with  a  Chartiat  petition 
lying  on  it  for  signature^  to  which  he  waa  drawing 'the 
attention  of  the  passers-by.  He  aoooated  my  fikther,  to  hk 
no  small  amusement,  but  aa  a  rough-looking  mob  were 
gathering  round,  and  it  waa  getting  late^  he  would  not  atopu 
We  accordingly  stepped  aaide  into  a  little  bookaeHei'a  ahop^ 
till  the  crowd  had  abated,  or  paaaed  on»  My  £ither  turned 
over  the  papers  and  periodioala  lying  on  the  oounter,  and 
struck  by  the  quaint  little  blaok  euta,  picked  up  the  first 
number  of  *' Punch,"  hereafter  to  be  ao  fiunoua.  It  waa 
then,  I  believe,  in  different  handa^  and  my  &ther  waa 
no  little  astonished  to  aee  hia  own  name  paraded  in  it^  in 
the  coolest  manner  possible;,  without  hia  having  evan  known 
of  the  existence  of  such  a  periodical* 

During  his  residence  at  Camberwell,  a  lady  called  on  my 
father,  who  had  been  acquainted  with  him  many  yeara 
before.  He  had  no  very  agreeable  recollectiona  of  her, 
chiefly  owing  to  having  been  annoyed  by  her  unaaked 
obtrusion  of  her  religioua  opiniona  upon  him.  Her  call, 
therefore,  was  not  productive  of  any  veiy  firiendly  manifeata- 

*  Not  Tery  long  after  thili,  it  ptMod  Into  the  hand!  ef  my  htius^u  M 
friends,  Messrs.  Bradbury  and  Brana,  and  he  really  became  an  oecarinnal 
contributor.  Through  it  he  became  aotjiiAinted  with  many  of  iti  stalt 
With  Mr.  Leech  I  believe  he  waa  abeady  aegnainted,  and  alao  with  Mr. 
Kenny  Meadows.  In  the  number  bare  alluded  to— the  fint— my  fatiier^a 
name  appeared  on  the  second  page,  in  large  capitals,  in  an  annooncement^ 
whereby  ''Mr.  T.  Uood,  Profeasor  of  PnnmanshiR  bega  to  acquaint  the 
didl  and  witless,  that  he  haa  establudied  a  daaa  for  the  acquirement  of  an 
elegant  and  ready  style  of  punning/'  Tlie  whole  thing  la  in  bad  taata 
indeed  it  is  rather  hard  to  diacover  whether  it  Sa  not  intended  aa  a  aquib 
against  my  father,  the  adrertiiiement  ending  thua — "  \*  A  good  ymgfi/it 
awiwia//*'— T.  E. 
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lion  on  his  part,  and  after  sitting  stiffly,  and  being  replied 
to  rather  coldly  and  ceremoniously,  she  took  her  leava 
The  same  week,  however,  she  wrote  him  a  most  unjustifiable 
attack  on  his  vrritiugs  and  religious  opinions.  She  enquired 
with  a  kind  of  grim  satisfaction  what  good  his  ''  Whims 
and  Oddities  "  would  do  his  soul  9  and  how  he  woidd  recall 
his  levities  in  literature  upon  his  death-bed)  My  father 
was  pretty  well  used  to  attacks  of  this  sort,  but  this 
was  really  going  a  little  too  far,  and  accordingly  she  received 
a  copy  of  the  following,  which  he  ever  after  entitled  **  My 
Tract" 

It  is  well  worthy  of  separate  publication  with  the  ''  Ode 
to  Rae  Wilson,"  in  any  collection  of  '^Really  Religious 
Reading." 

MY  TRACT. 
Madam, 

I  have  received  your  pious  billet-doux,  but  have 
little  leisure,  and  less  inclination  for  a  religious  flirtation, 
and  what  (according  to  our  Law  and  Police  Reports)  is  its 
usual  issue — a  decidedly  serious  intrigue.  How  else,  indeed, 
am  I  to  interpret  the  mysterious  "  object "  of  your  late  visit, 
which  you  significantly  tell  me,  was  defeated  by  your  being 
unintentionally  accompanied  by  a  friend  9 — how  answer  for 
her  designs  on  a  man's  person,  who  can  take  such  liberties 
with  his  soul  ?  The  presence  of  a  companion  could  not  of 
course  stand  in  the  way  of  your  giving  me  a  tract  or  a  letter 
or  anything  proper  for  a  modest  woman  to  ofier ;  but  where 
can  be  the  womanly  modesty,  or  delicacy,  or  decency  of  a 
female,  who  intrudes  on  a  man*s  private  house,  and  private 
cori'cspondcnce,  and  bis  most  private  afiairs,  those  of  his 
heart  and  soul,  with  as  much  masculine  assurance  as  if  she 
wore  Paul  Pry*s  inexpressibles  under  her  petticoats  9  Perhaps 
I  have  to  congratulate  myself,  aa  Josei^Vi  kxL^LKs«%  ^^^t^^Oca 
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preservation  of  his  virtue  ftom  that  unoroas  widow,  Ladj 
Booby !  But  whatever  improprietj  you  intended  to  oommit 
has  been  providentially  frostratedy  it  appean^  by  tho  intm- 
sion  of  the  young  lady  in  qnetttoo,  to  whcmi,  thereiion^  I 
beg  you  will  present  my  moat  grateful  and  apooial  thanluL 
I  am  as  you  know  a  married  man,  and  do  not  eare  to  fbiget 
that  character,  only  that  I  may  be  able  to  my  afterwaidi^  aa 
you  suggest,  "/  have  gone  ai<ra|f|  but  now  I  ha?a  kamed 
thy  righteous  law." 

The  cool  calculations  yon  ha?a  indulged  in  on  my  deqienta 
health,  probable  decease,  and  death-bed  perturbationa  moat 
have  afforded  you  mnoh  Cbristian  amnaement,  as  yonr 
ignorance  must  have  derived  infinite  comfort  from  your 
conviction  of  tho  inutility  of  literature,  and  all  intelleotnal 
pursuits.  Aud  even  your  regrets  over  the  ''Whims  and 
Oddities,  tliat  have  made  thousands  lau£^"  may  be  alle- 
viated, if  you  will  only  reflect  that  FanatioiBm  baa  cauaed 
millions  to  shed  blood,  as  well  as  tears ;  a  toleniUe  aet-off 
against  my  levities.  For  my  own  part,  I  thank  God,  I  bare 
used  the  talents  He  has  bestowed  on  me  in  so  eheeiftd  a 
spirit,  and  not  abused  them  by  writing  the  profiAne  staff 
called  pious  poetry,  nor  spiritualised  my  prose  by  stringing 
together  Scriptural  phrases,  which  have  become  the  mere 
slang  of  a  religious  swell  mob.  Snob  impieties  and  Uaa- 
phcmics  I  leave  to  the  Evangelical  and  Elect;  to  the 
sacrilegious  quacks,  who  pound  up  equal  parts  of  BiUe  and 
Babble,  and  convert  wholesome  food,  by  their  nauaeooa 
handling,  into  filthiest  physio ;  to  the  Ganters^  who  profime 
all  holy  names  and  things  by  their  application  to  common 
and  vulgar  uses ;  and  to  the  presumptuous  women,  who  I 
verily  believe  with  the  Turks,  have  no  souls  of  their  own  to 
mend,  and  therefore  set  themselvea  to  patch  and  cobble  tho 
souls  of  the  other  gender. 
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It  is,  I  know,  the  policy  of  your  faction  to  decry  literature, 
which  they  abhor  as  the  Devil  hates  Gospel.  And  for  a 
similar  reason.  For  all  the  most  celebrated  authors,  the 
wisest,  and  most  learned  in  the  ways  of  mankind,  Soott, 
Fielding,  Smollett,  Sterne,  Crabbe,  Addison,  Butler,  Pope, 
Moore,  Bums,  Byron,  Moli(^re,  Voltaire,  Boileau,  and  a  host 
of  others,  have  concurred  in  denouncing,  and  exposing 
Tartuffes,  Maw-worms,  Cantwells,  Puritans,  in  short  sancti- 
monious folly  and  knavery  of  every  description.  Such 
writers  I  know  would  be  called  scoffers  and  infidels ;  but  a 
Divine  Hand,  incapable  of  injustice,  has  drawn  a  full  length 
picture  of  a  self  righteous  Pharisee ;  and  Holy  Lips,  prone 
to  all  gentleness  and  charity,  have  a^ldressed  Their  sharpest 
rebukes  to  Spiritual  Pride  and  Religious  Hyi)ocri8y.  Are 
the  sacrilegious  animals  aware  that  in  their  retaliations  they 
are  kicking  even  at  Ilim  ? 

In  behalf  of  our  literature  I  will  boldly  say  that  to  our 
lay  authors  it  is  mainly  owing,  that  the  country  is  not  at 
this  hour  enthralled  by  Priestcraft,  Superstition,  and,  if  you 
please,  Poper}%  which  by  the  bye,  has  met  with  more 
efficient  opponents  in  Dante,  Boccaccio,  and  Rabelais  (profane 
writers,  madam),  than  in  all  the  McNeils,  M'Ghees,  and 
Macaws,  that  have  screamed  within  Exeter  Hall. 

As  for  literature  "  palling  on  my  soul  in  my  dying  hour," 
^-on  the  contrary  it  has  been  my  solace  and  comfort 
through  the  extremes  of  worldly  trouble  and  sickness,  and 
has  maintained  me  in  a  cheerfulness,  a  perfect  sunshine  of 
the  mind,  seldom  seen  on  the  faces  of  the  most  prosperous 
and  healthy  of  your  sect,  who,  considering  that  they  are  as 
sure  of  going  to  Heaven  as  the  "  poor  Indian's  dog,"  are 
certainly  more  melancholy  dogs  than  they  ought  to  be  ! 
But  what  else  can  come  of  chanting  '*  pious  chansons ''  with 
hell-fire  burthens,  that  to  my  taste,  ^t  V\\exsi '^glOI^I^ssQ^3bfs.^  ^ssl 
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contributions  to  the  Devirs  Album  I  Some  Buoh  yenes  you 
have  sent  me,  and  I  could  return  you  others  quite  aa  re- 
ligious— but  mifortunately  written  by  a  minister,  who, 
after  being  expelled  in  disgrace  from  a  public  foundation 
in  Loudun,  went  and  robbed  a  Poor  Savings  Bank  in  the 
country. 

Such  literature  may  indeed  appal  the  soul  at  the  hour  of 
death,  and  sucli  an  author  may  justly  dread  an  Eternal 
Review.  Again,  therefore,  I  thank  God  that  my  pen  has 
not  been  devoted  to  such  serious  compositions,  that  I  have 
never  profaned  His  Holy  Name  with  common-place  jingles, 
or  passed  ufF  the  inspirations  of  presumption,  vanity,  or 
liypocrisy,  for  devout  effusions.  My  humble  works  have 
flowed  from  my  heart,  as  well  as  my  head,  and,  whatever 
their  errors,  are  such  as  I  have  been  able,  to  contemplate 
with  composure,  when,  more  than  once,  the  Destroyer 
assumed  almost  a  visible  presence.  For  I  have  stood  several 
times  in  that  serious  extremity  both  by  land  and  sea— yet^ 
for  all  my  near  approaches  to  the  other  world,  I  have  never 
pretended  to  catch  gUmpscs  of  its  heaven,  or  of  its  hell,  or 
to  have  had  intimations  of  who,  among  my  neighbours,  were 
on  the  roa<i  to  one  place  or  the  other.  Such  special  revela- 
tions are  reserved,  it  seems,  by  a  Wisdom,  certainly  inscru- 
table, for  the   worst  or  weakest  of  the  weaker  sex,  such 

cackling  hen-pro])hetes8es  as  its  S s,  its   G s,  and 

its  L 8. 

And  verily  if  they  be  the  Righteous,  I  am  content  to  be 
the  Letlecjis  of  the  species. 

It  has  pleased   you  to  picture  me  occasionally  in  such 

extremities  as  thoc»e  just  alluded  to, — and,  no  doubt,  with 

regret  that  you  coui^  not,  Saint-like,  beset  my  couch,  to  try 

spiritual  experiments  ^n  my  soul,  and  enjoy  its  excruciations, 

as  certain  brutal  anatomists  have  gloated  ou  tVkfi  \fi£t  «j^tdea 
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of  mutilated  dogs  and  rabbits.  But  we  will  now  turn,  if 
you  please,  from  my  death-bed  to  your  own— supposing  you 
to  be  lying  there  at  that  awful  crisis,  which  reveals  the 
depravity  of  the  human  heart  as  distinctly  as  the  mortality 
of  the  human  frame.  And  now,  on  that  terrible,  narrow 
isthmus  between  the  past  and  the  futiu^,  just  imagine  your- 
self appealing  to  your  conscience  for  answers  to  such  solemn 
questions  as  follow.  And  first,  whether  your  extreme  de- 
votion has  been  affected  or  sincere, — unobtrusive  or  osten- 
tatious,— humble  to  your  Creator,  but  arrogant  to  His 
creatures, — in  short.  Piety  or  Mag-piety?  Whether  your 
professed  love  for  your  species  has  been  active  and  fruitful, 
or  only  that  flatulent  charity,  which  evaporates  upwards  in 
wind,  and  catechises  the  hungry,  and  preaches  to  the  naked  1 
And  finally,  how  &r,  in  meddling  with  the  spiritual  concerns 
of  your  neighbours,  you  have  neglected  your  own ;  and,  con- 
sequently, what  you  may  have  to  dread  from  that  Hell  and 
its  fires,  which  you  have  so  often  amused  yourself  with 
letting  off  at  a  poor  Sinner, — ^just  as  a  boy  would  squib  a 
Guy?  These  are  queries  important  to  your  "eternal 
destiny,"  which  ought  to  be  considered  in  time;  whereas, 
from  the  tenor  of  your  letter,  it  appears  to  me  that  you 
have  never  entertained  them  for  a  moment,  and  I  am  sorry 
to  add  that,  judging  from  the  same  evidence,  whatever  may 
be  your  acquaintance  with  the  letter  of  the  New  Testament, 
of  its  spirit  you  are  as  deplorably  ignorant  as  the  blindest 
heathen  Hottentot,  for  whose  enlightenment  you  perhaps 
subscribe  a  few  Missionary  pence. 

I  implore  you  to  spend  a  few  years,  say  twenty,  in  this 
self-scrutiny,  which  may  be  wholesomely  varied  by  the  exer- 
cise of  a  little  active  benevolence ;  not,  however,  in  sending 
tracts  instead  of  baby-linen  to  poor  lying-in  sisters,  or  in 
volunteering  pork  chops  for  distre8ae&  Sqinr^  ox  vci  x^rkte&t 

VOL,  X  7% 
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mending  a  Solemn  Fast  to  the  SpitalBelds  weareniy  or  in 
coddling  and  pampering  a  pulpit  fiivoarite,  but  in  conTerting 
rags  to  raiment,  and  empty  stomabha  to  full  onei^  and  in 
helping  the  wretched  and  indigent  to  ''  keep  their  souls  and 
bodies  together!" 

And,  should  you  erer  relapse  and  feel  tempted  to  write 
rehgious  Swing  letters^  such  as  jou  haye  sent  to  me,  let 
me  recommend  to  you  a  quotation  from  a  great  and  wise 
writer.  It  runs  thus, — ^^  I  find  you  are  perfectlp  qualified 
to  make  converts,  and  90,  ffo,  help  your  mother  to  make  the 
gooseberry  pie," 

Still  if  you  will  and  must  indite  such  epistles,  pray  ad- 
dress them  elsewhere.  There  are  plenty  of  yoimg  single 
'*  men  about  town "  (and  of  the  yeiy  sort  such  saints  are 
partial  to^namely,  **  precious "  sinners)  who  no  doubt 
would  be  willing  to  discuss  with  you  their  '' experiences," 
and  to  embrace  you  and  your  persuasion  together.  But  on 
me  your  pains  would  be  wasted.  I  am  not  to  be  converted 
except  /ro7n  Christianity,  by  arrogance,  insolence,  and  igno- 
rance, enough,  as  Mrs.  Jarley  says,  ''to  make  one  turn 
atheist."  Indeed  the  only  effect  of  your  letter  has  been  to 
inspire  mc,  like  old  Tony  Weller,  with  a  profound  horror 
of  widows,  whether  amorous  or  pious,  for  both  seem 
equally  resolute  that  a  man  shall  not   "call  his  soul  his 


own.'* 


And  now,  Madam,  fiurewelL  Tour  mode  of  recalling 
yourself  to  my  memory  reminds  me  that  your  Cuiatical 
mother  insulted  mine  in  the  last  days  of  her  life  (which  was 
marked  by  every  Christian  virtue)  by  the  presentation  of  a 
Tract  addressed  to  Infidels.  I  remembef  also  that  the  same 
heartless  woman  intruded  herself,  with  less  reverence  than  a 
Mohawk  Squaw  would  have  exhibited,  on  the  chamber  of 
death;  and  interrupted  with  her  jargon  almost  my  very 


MEMORIALS  Of  THOMAS  HOOD.  Uf 

last  interview  with  my  dying  parent.    Such  reminiaoences 
warrant  some  severity, 

I  am,  Madam, 

Yours  with  disgust, 

Thos.  Hood. 

In  the  August  of  1841*  Mr.  Theodore  Hook  died,  and 
Mr.  Ck)lbum  sent  to  ask  my  father  to  replace  him.  This 
intelligence  waa  speedily  communicated  to  the  Elliots  by  a 
joint  letter. 

Auffuit  81, 1841. 
Dear  Mrs.  Elliot, 

Mr.  Colbum's  Mr.  S  ■  ■-  has  been  here  to  offer 
Hood  the  editorship  of  the  **  New  Monthly'* !  There's  good 
news.  I  have  scarcely  wits  to  write  to  you ;  but  you,  our 
kindest  and  best  friends  in  adversity,  must  be  the  first  to 
rejoice  with  us  at  bettor  prospects.  Perhaps  you  may  not 
have  heard  of  Mr.  Theodore  Hook's  death,  which  happened  a 
week  ago.  We  have  had  some  anxiety  whether  Mr.  Ck>lbum, 
with  the  disadvantages  of  Hood's  having  been  of  late  unable 
to  do  anything  for  the  Magazine,  would  consider  him  com- 
petent. I  have  thought  of  it  night  and  day,  and  truly 
thankful  am  I  to  God  for  the  blessing.  I  cannot  settle  my 
thoughts  to  write,  for  the  messenger  of  good  has  only  just 
left,  and  I  am  in  what  the  servants  call  a  "  mizzy  maze.*' 
Hood,  with  all  the  proper  dignity  of  his  sex,  is  more  calm 

-*  I  may  mentioii,  dpropat  of  Mr.  Hook's  name,  that,  in  "The  New 
Spirit  of  the  A^"  published  by  Mr.  Horne  in  1844,  that  gentieman  by  a 
mistake  of  a  single  letter  gave  to  Mr.  Hooc2  the  pages  descriptiye  of  Mr. 
'Hook,  My  lather  was  no  little  amused  to  discover  that  he  was  a  "  diner- 
ont  and  a  man  aboat  town,"  and  that  he  had  given  the  world  "  nnfavonr- 
able  views  of  human  nature."  Mr.  Home  afterwards  corrected  the  error, 
and  wrote  to  my  &ther  in  explanation. — ^T.  H. 
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and  ledate  upon  the  nljaot;  and  b^g%  as  ill  b  not  jal 

settled  that  you  will  not  mention  it  to  any  ona 
Love  to  you  alL 

Tour  ever  afieofciooata 

JjLHB  Hood. 

Mt  dear  Fbiends^ 

It  was  only  a  semi-official  vimt  of  S  *9»  Still  a 
veiy  good  chance — peihaps  having  spitten  so  muoh  Uood 
away,  I  am  not  quite  so  sanguine  as  Jane.  Time  will  ahow. 
Seriously  it  would  be  oomfinrt  at  last,  and,  I  thmk,  go  fiur  to 
cure  me  of  same  of  my  ailments.  Should  I  get  i^ypointed,  be 
sure  the  editor  will  come  and  show  himself  at  Strat&id  to 
receive  your  congratuktioDa.  .  God  bless  you  all;  kisses  Ibr 
all  my  little  dear  friendly  and  love  to  the  big  boys. 

Toum  most  troly, 

Thomas  Hood. 

Mt  dkab  Mb&  Eluoi^ 

AU  is  settled,  and  Hood  is  to  be  the  editor  of  the 
*'New  Monthly!"  We  were^  until  this  mornings  on  '* tenter 
hooks,"  and  so  it  seems  was  S  ,  who  undentood  he  was 
to  hear  from  Hood  when  he  had  made  up  his  mind,  bat  not 
hearing,  came  over  to  know  why.  I  saw  Mr.  DUke  yester- 
day, who  could  not  tell  us  what  Hook  had.  So  Hood  has 
accepted  it  on  the  understanding  he  is  to  receive  the  same 

as  he  did.     S ,  in  an  awkward  way,  said  he  knew  he 

might  say  200/. ;  but  he  saw  by  his  manner  that  it  had  been 
more.  So  Hood  stuck  to  his  text  of  the  iome  a»  Mr.  Hook, 
and  of  course  it  will  be  so^  for  I  see  they  are  eager  to  have 
him,  and  Mr.  Dilke  says  that  Hood's  name  will  be  a  good 
card  for  them. 
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The  prospect  of  a  certainty  makes  me  feel  *^  passing  rich." 
Poverty  has  come  so  very  near  of  late,  that,  in  the  words  of 
Moore's  song,  *'  Hope  grew  sick,  as  the  witoh  drew  nigh.*'  I 
know  how  delighted  you  will  both  feel  that  it  is  now  a  cer- 
tainty. Hood  was  poorly  yesterday,  but  it  was  the  delay  and 
uncertainty:  to-day  he  is  pretty  well,  and  getting  on  with 
his  writing.  He  says  you  may  now  suppose  the  Magazine 
on  his  lap :  and  really  thinks,  considering  the  circumstances^ 
that  he  ought  to  be  allowed  his  porter.  As  a  beginnings 
Br.  Robert  has  promised  him  a  spicy  article  *  on  Mustard 

and  Pef^r,  and  Miss  B a  political  essay  on  Russian 

Influence  over  British  Infants. 

This  is  a  most  disgraceful  letter  for  the  wife  of  an  editor, 
I  must  say;  but  you  must  make  allowance  for  me — I  am  in 
a  dream,  and  my  sentences  and  my  expressions  have  all  the 
obscurity  of  that  twilight  state. 

Hood  and  the  children  unite  in  love  to  you  alL  Kisses 
for  the  dear  little  ''  shining  faces"  that  go  to  sohooL  God 
bless  you  alL 

Tours  affectionately, 

Janb  Hoon. 

Monday  Evening,  SepL  17, 1841. 

Dbar  Mrs.  Elliot, 

This  very  evening  it  is  settled  that  Hood  is  to  be 
the  editor  at  300/.  a  year,  independent  of  any  articles  he 
Inay  write,  which  are  to  be  paid  for  as  usual.  Since  we  saw 
you,  we  have  bad  much  anxiety  about  it,  as  there  has  been 
great  delay,  Mr.  Colbum  being  at  Hastings,  and  wishing 

*  The  name  of  a  fftTOurite  thoroiighbred  Dandle  Dinmont  terrier  helongfag 
to  Dr.  R.  Elliot  Miaa  B.  was  Britiih-bom,  bat  reared  in  Rnana.  Her 
■ister  was  married,  and  bad,  at  that  time,  one  baby,  to  whidr  Wm  K 
performed  tbe  part  of  the  most  affectionate  of  anni^  and  the  most  indo- 
latigable  of  niuMa— X.  H. 
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...vtuu  uctter  lately,  that  he  has  1)» 
his  volume  and  fur  the  magazine 
month  is  so  far  gona     Of  course  . 
first  appcaranoe  as  editor  with  iclal, 
it  will  give  him  a  certain  standing, 
many  applications  for  it,   and  it  i 
apply.     Hood  begs  me  to  say  you  m 
in  him,  as,  like  other  editors,  he  m\ 
and  diplomatia 

I  hope,  in  the  leisure  of  the  early  p 
we  shall  be  able  to  give  our  children 
see  yon  and  yours.    They  look  forwi 
send  their  love,  in  which  Hood  and 
dusk,  I  can  hardly  see  to  finish;  but  ii 

\  shadows, 

>  Believe  me  ever,  dearest  Mn 

i  Your 


I 
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aOBj  will  djh  orer  thii  nata  when  th«j  tUnk  of  the  meny  dinmn  thaf 
used  to  have.  On  aii«  occwion,  to  m;  motlier'i  lionor,  ths  bof  tall  np- 
■tain  with  the  plum'padding.  The  kccideiit  formed  a  peg  for  nun;  jokes, 
kmoDgrt  othgn,  a  dedaratioD  that  the  padding,  which  he  uid  wsa  a  8tair, 
not  a  Cabinet  one,  had  diugreod  with  him,  and  that  he  felt  the  patlem  of 
the  itair-carpet  bnalticg  out  all  over  him.  At  these  times,  too,  be  wonld 
ofteD  wet  ntij  one  Uughing  by  his  apt  misqnotatiom  of  I^in,  none  <d 
which  eu  be  new  remsmbered  natoitnnittelj,  for  he  had  a  rare  faeili^  for 
twisting  Ihe  classics.     We   "kin"  were  allowed  to  share  in  the  fon  of 

these  meetings,  and  can  remember  Hr.  sitUng  with  his  handkorchicf 

•cross  hia  knees,  ciying,  chnckling,  and  laughing,  until  the  fnr  af  haTing  . 
•  coroner's  iaqnest  in  the  houso,  and  a  Tenlictot  "Unjustifiable  CDmicide," 
nude  mj  father  slop  and  give  his  victim  time  to  recover. — T.  Q. 
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BemoTal  to  St  John's  Wood— Bm  Tn^  Boid— Lottff  to  Itei  Bi  TVmi 
—Mrs.  Hood  to  lieoi  Do  Franck— Lettcn  to  Dr.  aad  Ma*  BDIfl% 
Mr.  Charles  Dickenib  and  UmxL  Do  Fnaflk— Oontkuwd  "*iTm 

The  beginning  of  this  jear  the  King  of  PnuBift  Tinted 
England,  and  it  was  almost  expected  hj  my  fother  that  Mr. 
Franck  would  acoompanj  hun.  But  it  was  not  to  be^  and  m 
consequence  my  fieither  wrote  the  ftdlowing  letter  to  his  did 
friend,  who  was  now  stationed  at  Hambnig. 

MnMvy  M^  1841. 

Tim  SATS  hb, 

Tou  canH  be  a  Jew  or  you  wooldnH  lire  in  Ham. 

I  made  cock-sure  of  you  when  you  did  not  answer  our  last 
letter,  that  you  were  coming  with  the  king;  why  didn't  yoal 
I  think  it  will  make  me  didoyal  to  Frederick  that  he  didn*i 
bring  you. 

However  write  soon,  and  I  will  send  to  yon  what  has  long 
been  made  up,  and  let  me  know  what  tackle  yon  want  I 
have  a  ''  Comic"  for  yon,  and  lor  Mr.  Blihe^  with  a  lettsr, 
and  one  for  Prince  BadsiwiD,  to  your  care.  It  has  come 
meanwhile  to  a  second  edition. 

As  editor  of  the  New  Monthly  Magasine,  I  stand  higgler 
than  ever;  there  was  great  competition  for  it,  but  I  did  not 
apply,  and  was  therefore  selected.  If  you  can  giTC  me  any 
genuine  German  information  at  any  time,  it  will  be  ^eiy 
serviceable,  anything  new.  Tou  will  find  in  the  ^  Oomio " 
/our  account  to  me  of  the  stag  shooting  at  Antonin,  AOf  the 


MEMOBIALS  OF  THOICAS  HOOD.  801 

Harrow  Story,  and  bo  on;  so  that  if  you  can  give  me  any 
more  sporting,  it  will  be  acceptable.  I  sliall  be  highly 
honoured  by  any  from  Their  Highnesses;  you  wiU  also  re- 
ceive "  Up  the  Rhine,'*  which  you  have  perhaps  seen  already, 
as  it  was  reprinted  at  Leipsic  This  is  such  a  short  month 
for  editors  I  must  not  write  more. 

I  believe,  thanks  to  our  dear  Dr.  Elliot,  I  have  got  over 
the  blood-spitting,  but  England  has  a  capital  climate  after 
all,  as  is  proved  by  the  life  tables. 

Mind,  come  and  see  us,  and  won't  we  have  some  fun? 
God  bless  you  Tim  says, 

Tour  faithful  friend, 

(in  great  haste),  Thos.  Hood,  KN.M.M. !  !  ! 

P.S. — ^There  are  several  very  nice  young  Engluth  ladies  in 
this  country  quite  disengaged;  I  do  not  know  how  many 
exactly,  but  will  answer  for  five  or  ux. 

EXTRACT   FROM  HR&    H00D^9  LETTER. 

''We  have  had  a  splendid  summer,  and  Hood  has  been 

out  of  town  a  few  days  at  a  time,  which  has  been  of  great 

benefit  to  his  health.     He  certainly  is  better  (if  it  will  but 

last!)  than  I  have  known  him  for  several  years,  and  if  there 

was  no  east  wind  he  would  be  almost  well     But  both  he 

and  Fanny  were  so  possessed  with  the  malaria  at  Ostend, 

they  are  most  sensitive  to  east  winds,  and  damp  or  misty 

weather.     Tom  and  his  papa  spe^t  a  week  at  Twickenham, 

where  the  Dilkes  have  got  a  cottage  for  the  summer  months ; 

they  fished  in  the  Thames,  and  came  back  as  brown  as 

gypsies. 

*  *  *  * 

^Hood  says  he  supposes  that  now  you.'r^  m  \&i^  ^4^;jqc^ 
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d* Armerie,  in  the  excess-  of  yonr  new  seal  you  have  appre« 
bended  yourself,  or  that  you  have  been  burned  with  the  rest 
of  the  rubbish  in  the  oonflagration  of  Humbug  (Hamburg) ; 
only  that  he  makes  sure  you  would  not  have  gone  near 
enough  to  the  fire  to  scorch  those  beautiM  moustachios  of 
yours." 

Here  follows  an  interpolation  of  my  father's. 

"  Uood  ivill  copy  at  the  end  the  direction  to  he  sent  an  the 
box,  I  am  pretty  well,  much  the  same  as  ffood,  btU  my  wife  is 
not  overstrong,  neither  is  Jane,  and  Mrs,  Hood  seems  to  he  no 
better  tlian  sJie  is^  but  I  hope  she  will  mend  and  so  does  Hood,  As 
to  Johnny,  he  is  as  Well  as  can  he  expected,  hut  Hood  does  not 
expect  lie  sliall  ever  he  very  strong  again  ;  so  we  must  all  make 
tlie  best  of  it,  tlie  Editor  and  all,  who  seems  to  sympathise  in  his 
ailments  with  me,  and  Hood  and  Johnny;  btU  he  cannot  expect 
to  be  better  than  we  are,  for  he  and  we  have  the  same  complaint, 
a  sort  of  monthly  eruption  which  we  think  is  better  *  out '  than 
in;  my  wife,  Jane,  and  Mrs,  Hood  call  it  the  '  Magazine.'  It 
is  a  sort  of  black  and  white  literary  rash  of  a  periodical 
nature,  chiefly  affecting  the  head  ;  as  yet  none  of  the  children 
luive  caught  it^ 

**What  a  rigmarole  Hood  has  written  during  my  absence 
but  you  are  used  to  his  tricks." 

The  following  letter  was  written  by  my  mother  to  Franok. 
The  words  in  brackets  were  written  in  by  my  father  over 
the  words,  which  precede  them  in  print,  and  were  intended 
to  mean  that  they  were  cl^ir  copies  of  my  mother's  writ- 
ing, to  enable  Franck  to  come  at  the  sense  of  her  com- 
munication. 
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17,  ELM  TREB  BOAB, 

ST.  JOHN'S  WOOD, 

BEGBNT'S  PARK, 

LONDON. 

[Jane  don't  wrfte  plain-'Hn  mind  my  venion.— T.  H. 

Mt  dear  Fbanck, 

We  quite  Prouder  %t  not  hiring  from  you.  I 
ivrote  to  you  at  Ham  (Hum),  Very  soon  after  we  were 
settled  here,  and  begged  (bagged)  you  to  let  us  know  the 
source  (sauce)  for  sending  you  the  **  Comic,"  (chronic)  also 
to  inquire  what  fishing  (flirting)  tackle  you  wished  to  have, 
or  if  the  needles  (noodles)  would  be  too  late.  I  repeat  all 
this  in  case  (cake)  you  may  not  have  received  my  letter 
(butter).  As  you  did  not  write  we  began  to  speculate  on 
the  chance  of  your  coming  (coursing)  over  with  His  Majesty, 
and  on  the  day  of  his  arrival,  and  for  one  or  two  after,  we 
expected  you  to  walk  in.  Hood  even  saw  a  Prussian 
(Parmesan)  cloak  (maggot)  come  down  the  road  (mad)  and 
made  (snake)  sure  you  were  the  man  in  it.  We  will  not  bo 
cut  off  with  a  fortnight,  rememben  Hood  bid  me  say  we 
don't  make  "happorths"  (papporths).  We  spent  a  veiy 
delightful  Christmas  (mizmazc)  at  the  Elliots,  for  they  are 
such  kind  friends  and  so  pleasant,  and  we  had  our  dear 
(damd)  children  with  us  so  that  we  could  not  fail  to  enjoy 
ourselves ;  I  hope  you  spent  a  merry  (muzzy)  one  too.  We 
have  been  gay  for  us  lately,  going  to  several  dinner  parties^ 
one  this  week  at  the  Elliots,  and  one  next  week,  a  litisraiy 
dinner,  given  (queen)  by  Mr.  Colbum.  Soon  after  that  he 
is  going  to  give  a  large  evening  party  (pasty).  We  took  the 
children  to  the  theatre  to  see  a  pantomime  (Jacobin),  and 
they  were  in  ecstacies,  thonglx  Tom  ^isA  >Q««a  V^  VuRSH«SG^. 
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Garden  (gander)  before,  when  he  oame  from  OeCend  (Aatoria) 

to  London. 

If  I  don*t  look  up  my  letter  in  my  deek,  this  is  a  ^Mcnmen 

of  the  way  it  is  commented  on,  but  yon  know  of  old  how  ill 

I  am  treated  in  these  matten.    Mm  Elliot  was  flaying  the 

other  day  that  strangers  would   think  ^Jane"  a   most 

extraordinary  person  from  the  odd  stories  that  Hood  tells  of 

her. 

*  •  •  • 

17,  Elm  Tbib  SoAi^  8&  Joki*s  Woob^  Ma$  11, 1841 
Tim  says  he,  what  a  dreadful  fire  I  The  Bng^ 
will  sympathise  strongly  with  the  Hamburgers^  who  sn 
their  old  commercial  allies.  The  oity  must  be  a  long  time 
in  recovering  from  suoh  a  ealamity.  I  sinoerely  hope  no 
friends  of  yours  have  suffered.  I  got  all  the  fishing  tackle  six 
weeks  ago ;  along  with  it  I  haye  sent  two  glau  haitB^  the  last 
invention  and  novelty,  one  of  which  is  for  yourself  and  the 
other  please  to  present  for  me  to  the  Princa  The  little 
leaden  caps  are  to  put  on  the  line  at  the  head  of  the  baiti 
as  without  the  cap  the  fish  would  not  spin. 

Yesterday  a  sporting  deigyman  dined  with  me,  and  I  was 
glad  to  hear  him  say  that  he  has  tried  the  gloss  bait,  and  it 
is  very  hilling,  I  also  send  for  yourself  an  imitation  gold 
fish.  It  appears  that  there  is  something  in  the  colour  or 
taste  of  the  gold  fish,  that  renders  it  irresistible  to  other 
fish,  as  a  bait.  They  are  quite  mad  after  it.  It  appeals  to 
me  to  be  intended  to  be  sunk  with  a  weight,  and  pulled 
about  imder  water,  or  else  to  float  on  the  top ;  but  they 
say  it  is  taken  in  any  way.  I  send  two  Comics  (one  fiir 
Mr.  Rube),  and  the  ''  Up  the  Bhine "  for  yourself:  If  you 
can  easily  get  me  a  copy  of  the  German  Edition  of  '^  Up  the 
Rhine,"  published  at  Leipsic^  you  can  bring  it  when  you 
come.     Th&Dk  God  I  seem  to  have  got  over  my  old  oom- 
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plaint;  but  I  have  suffered  much  from  rheumatism.  It 
has  been  very  general  amongst  people  here,  the  east  wind 
having  blown  inyeterately  for  a  whole  month.  I  was  quite 
disabled,  but  luckily  I  had  a  whole  magazine  in  print  before- 
hand, what  you  would  call  in  reserve,  I  congratulate  you  on 
your  promotion,  and  the  success  of  your  application  to  the 
King ;  of  0010*80  you  will  now  marry  for  want  of  something 
to  do.  And  now,  Johnny,  I  must  say  good  bye,  for  I  am 
crippled  with  the  right  arm,  as  well  as  right  foot  To  aggra- 
vate these  evils  our  drawing  room  overlooks  Lord's  Cricket 
ground,  and  I  see  the  fellows  playing  all  day,  add  to  which, 
once  or  twice  a  week,  a  foot  race  for  a  wager.  But  it  is  of 
the  less  importance,  that  I  can  only  write  a  short  letter  as 
we  are  to  see  you  this  summer.  Tour  best  way  would  be 
by  Hamburg  packet  direct  to  London.     God  bless  you,  Tim, 

says  he, 

Tour  faithful  friend, 

Thomas  Hooix 

The  very  taking  gold-fish  bait,  described  in  the  letter  waa^ 
with  the  directions  for  its  use,  the  sole  invention  of  mj 
father.  It  was  carved  in  two  halves,  out  of  deal,  and  joined 
with  gum,  so  that  after  a  short  immersion  one  half  would 
detach  itself  and  float  away,  leaving  the  other,  attached  to 
the  line,  and  inscribed  (by  an  encaustic  process,  with  a  hot 
knitting  needle)  with  the  words — "  Oh  !  you  April  fool  I " 
that  month  being  the  season  when  it  would  probably  be 
first  used. 

The  result  of  the  hoax  was  never  heard,  but  it  struck  mj 
father  afterwards  that  the  generous  Franck  would  most 
likely  present  the  unique  bait  to  one  of  the  Princes  I  Many 
a  time  did  he  laugh  at  the  horror  Franck  would  feel,  in 
having  been  made  an  accomplice,  after  the  fact^  in  such  a 
practical  joke  on  Royalty. 
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17,  Bui  bo  Bom^  JToMiqr,  /«%  U*  tUk 

Mt  dear  Mrs.  Elliot, 

Here  we  are  again  tho  babes  in  tbe  Wood  of  St 
John — all  safe  aud  sound.  Jane  haying  saooeeBfall j  ''bofled" 
her  children  all  the  way  boma ;  but  a  littlo  Iktiguod  firom 
getting  her  "  baggage  "  ao  ftur  withoot  anj  **  porUr? 

Ton  will  be  pleased  to  hoar  that^  in  q>ite  of  my  wamingi 
and  forebodings,  I  got  bettar  and  betterer,  till  by  dining  m 
the  physiciaru  did  on  turtle  aonp^  white-bait^  and  ^^wpffign^ 
I  seemed  quite  well  Bat  I  haTO  always  suspected  tbe 
doctors'  practice  to  be  better  than  their  precepts;  and  par- 
ticularly those  which  turn  down  Dki  Street  The  snug  cma 
dozen  of  diners  however  turned  out  to  be  above  two  (in 
fact  twenty-seven) — two  others^  Talfourd  and  Maflrea4y 
being  prevented.  Jordan  was  the  Vice^  and  a  certain  persoi^ 
not  veiy  well  adapted  to  fU  a  Chair  was  to  have  oooopied 
the  opposite  Virtue^  but  on  the  score  of  ill-health  I  begged 
off,  and  Captain  Manyat  presided  instead.  On  his  rig^t, 
Dickens,  and  Mouckton  Milnes^  the  poetical  M.P. ;  on  his 
left,  Sir  John  Wilson,  T.  EL,  and  for  my  left-hand  neighbour 
Doctor  Elliot^o;?,  which  seemed  oonsideratdy  contrived  to 
break  my  fall  from  Stratford.  The  Kelso  man  was  supported 
by  Foster,  and  Stanfield  the  painter.  Amongst  the  rest 
were  Charles  and  Tom  Landseer.  Tom  two  stontf  deafer 
than  I  am,  and  obliged  to  carry  a  tube.  Father  Pnmt  and 
Ainsworth;  these  two  men  at  paper  war, — therefore  some 
six,  including  a  clergyman,  were  put  between  them.  Froctor, 
alias  Barry  Cornwall,  and  Baiham,  otherwise  Ingcddsby, 
Cruikshank,  and  Cattermole,  a  Dr.  Gwynne,  or  Quin,  and  a 
Rev.  Mr.  Wilde,  who  greatly  interested  Dr.  Elliotson  and 
myself :  a  tall,  veiy  earnest-looking  man,  like  your  doctor, 
£>nl/  with  none  of  his  Sweet-William  colouri  but  quite  palei 
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and  the  more  so  for  long  jet-black  locks,  either  strange 
natural  hair,  or  an  unnatural  wig.  He  was  silent  till  he 
sang,  and  then  came  out  sudi  a  powerful  bass  voice  fit  for  a 
Cathedral  oigan — to  a  song  of  the  olden  time,  that  between 
physiognomy,  costume,  yoz,  and  words,  the  impression  was 
quite  black-letterish.  I  had  never  seen  him  before,  but 
seemed  to  know  him  traditionally^  somewhere  about  Crom- 
well's time.  Nevertheless  some  of  his  reading  had  been  more 
modem  and  profane,  for  when  we  broke  up,  he  came  and  shook 
hands  with  me,  to  my  pleasant  surprise,  for  I  seemed  to  have  as- 
cended to  antiquity,  whilst  only  aiming  to  descend  to  posterity. 
Well,  we  drank  ^'  the  Boz*'  with  a  delectable  clatter,  which 
drew  from  him  a  good  warm-hearted  speech,  in  which  he 
hinted  the  great  advantage  of  goiug  to  America  for  the 
pleasure  of  coming  back  again ;  and  pleasantly  described 
the  embarrassing  attentions  of  the  TransatlantickerB,  who 
made  his  private  house,  and  private  cabin,  particularly 
publia  Ho  looked  very  well,  and  had  a  younger  brother 
along  with  him.  He  told  me  that  two  American  prints  have 
attacked  me  for  my  copyright  letters  in  the  ''  Athenaeum," 
so  I  shall  procure  them  as  a  treat  for  "Jane."  Then  we 
had  more  songs.  Barham  chanted  a  Robin  Hood  ballad, 
and  Cruikshank  sang  a  burlesque  ballad  of  Lord  Bateman ; 
and  somebody,  unknown  to  me,  gave  a  capital  imitation  of  a 
French  showman.  Then  we  toasted  Mrs.  Boz,  and  the 
Chairman,  and  Vice,  and  the  Traditional  Priest  sang  the 
"Deep  deep  sea,"  in  his  deep  deep  voice;  and  then  we 
drank  to  Proctor,  who  wrote  the  said  song ;  also  Sir  J.  Wil- 
son's good  health,  and  Cruikshank's,  and  Ainsworth's  ;  and 
a  Manchester  firiend  of  the  latter  sang  a  Manchester  ditty, 
so  full  of  trading  stuff,  that  it  really  seemed  to  have  been 
not  composed,  but  manufactured.  Jordan,  as  Jerdanish  as 
usual  on  such  occasions — ^you  know  how  ^j^jre^OTkaSA.^  V^  '^^ 


my  old  ague,  but  an  inclination  in  my 
n  with  every  one  present.     Wliereupon  I 

[ji^  the  friendly  ceremony  with  as  many  of  1 

ivithin  reach,  besides  a  few  more  who  ca 
other  end  of  the  tabla     Very  gratifying, 
I  cannot  go  quite  so  far  as  Jane,  who  wai 
hand  chopped  off,  bottled,  and  preserved 
sitting  up  for  me,  yery  anxiously,  as  us 
because  I  am  so  domestic  and  steady,  ac 
door  before  I  could  ring  at  the  gate,  t( 
sent  me  in  his  own  carriage.    Poor  girl !  ^ 
she  had  a  wild  husband  instead  of  a  tame 
In   coming   home  Dickens  volunteen 
Dickens  to  see  us  on  Tuesday  or  Wednee 
obliged  to  put  them  off  till  next  week, 
Wantaga    So  that  it  seems  probable  I  e 
them  for  an  evening,  and  then  of  coui 
nnlcBS  you  should  happen  to  be  at "  Don*t 
The  children  stuffed  with  hannv 


ii 


I 
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We  hope  Dr.  Robert  will  dine  with  us  at  the  H *b  to- 
morrow. If  he  does,  won't  we  quiz  him  about  the  new 
carriage,  and  exhibit  a  wife,  "  to  be  taken,"  as  the  medicals 
say,  "in  an  appropriate  vehicle."  He  ought  not  to  have 
that  great  Cupid's  hand  with  a  dart  in  it  on  his  harness  for 
nothing.     God  bless  you  alL — T.  H, 

17,  Buc  Trxb  Road,  St.  John's  Wood,  Monday. 

Mt  deab  Dickens, 

Only  thinking  of  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you  again, 
with  Mrs.  Dickens,  on  Tuesday  or  Wednesday,  I  never  re- 
membered, till  I  got  homo  to  mj  wife,  who  is  also  my 
flapper  (not  a  young  wild  duck,  but  a  Remembrancer  of 
Laputa),  that  I  have  been  booked  to  shoot  some  rabbits — if 
I  can — at  Wantage,  in  Berks.  A  reverend  friend,  called 
**  Peter  Priggins,"  will  be  waiting  for  me,  by  appointment, 
at  his  railway-station,  on  Tuesday.  But  I  must  and  can 
only  be  three  or  four  days  absent ;  after  which,  the  sooner 
we  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you  the  better  for  us. 

Mrs.  Hood  thinks  there  ought  to  be  a  ladies'  dinner  to 
Mrs.  Dickens.  I  think  she  wants  to  go  to  Greenwich,  seeing 
how  much  good  it  has  done  me,  for  I  went  really  ill,  and 
came  home  well.  So  that  occasionally  the  diet  of  Gargantua 
seems  to  suit  me  better  than  that  of  Vont^rgruel,  Well, — 
adieu  for  the  present.  Live,  fatten,  prosper,  write,  and  draw 
the  mopuses  wholesale  through  Chapman  and  Haul. 

Yours  ever  truly, 

Thoicas  Hood. 

17,  Elm  Tbeb  Road,  Oct,  12. 
Dear  Dickens^ 

Can  you  let  me  have  an  early  copy  of  the  "  Ame- 
rican Notes,"  so  that  I  may  review  it  in  the  "New 
Monthly?"     Is  it  really  likely  to  be  ready  as  advertiiiedl 

VOL,  X  «^^ 


.  I 

I 


^"  die."     r)t»u't  forirct  ulioiit  tho  Y:uik' 

.*f  l)Ut  Olio  American  friend,  find  lost  liim 

pears,     lie  paid  us  a  visit  in  England 
of  him,  a  pear  tree,  which  had  never 
within  memory  of  man,  was  loaded  wi 
somethings.     Our  gardener  said  they 
and  would  be  good  at  Christmas ;  wh 
than  was  on  the  eve  of  sailing  for  the 
few  dozens  to  dessert  him  on  the  voyt 
the  bottom  of  a  trunk  (he  wrote  to  us] 
but  ho  oould  not  have  been  gone  abov 
all  our  pears  began  to  rot !    Sis  woul 
pathy,  and  I  presume  spoilt  his  linen  • 
never  heard  of  him  since.     Perhaps  he 
him  on  piirpose,  and  for  sartin  the  tree, 
bore  any  more  pears,  good  or  bad,  tSt 
crop. 
1                      Pray  present  my  respects  for  m©  to 
she  must  eniov  l^?**/*  «*  ^ * 
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'^I  wish  I  was  in  A-me-ii-^  !^  Perhaps  yoa  might  find 
something  in  the  advertiseuients  of  01dridge*8  "  BcUm  of 
Columbia^"  or  the  **  American  Swathing  Syrup  "— query,  Gin 
twist  f 

17,  Elm  Tbkb  &oad,  St.  SoiciCb  Wood, 

Saturday  Sveninff,  Nw.  12,  1842. 
DSAB  DOOTOR, 

I  have  but  just  heard  from  Dickens,  who  has  been 
out  of  town,  I  suspect,  hunting  for  a  locality  for  his  next 
tale.  At  least,  he  was  twice  in  the  countiy  when  I  called 
lately.     I  am  sorry  to  say  his  interest  at  the  Sanatorium  has 

been  pre-engaged.     It  appears  to  me  that  Mrs.  K has 

come  rather  late  into  the  field,  and  Dickens  implies  that  the 
candidates  are  very  numerous     Here  follows  his  answer  :^ 

**  I  can't  state  in  figures  (not  very  well  remembering  how 
to  get  beyond  a  million)  the  number  of  candidates  for  the 
Sanatorium  matronship,  but  if  you  will  ask  your  little  boy 
to  trace  figures  in  the  beds  of  your  garden,  beginning  at  the 
front  wall,  going  down  to  the  cricket-ground,  coming  back  to 
the  wall  again,  and  '  carrying  over '  to  the  next  door,  and 
will  then  set  a  skilful  accountant  to  add  up  the  whole,  the 
product,  as  the  Tutor*s  Assistants  say,  will  give  you  the 
amount  required.     I  have  pledged  myself  (being  assured  of 

her  capability)  to  support  a  near  relation  of  Miss  E ^"s ; 

otherwise,  I  need  not  say  how  glad  I  should  have  been  to 
forward  any  wish  of  yours." 

In  the  meantime,  I  have  written  to  Dilke,  on  the  ohanoe 
that  he  may  know  some  of  the  Sanatonum  committee ;  and 
Jane  is  writing  to  your  brother,  to  know  if  he  has  any  voice 
in  the  new  Camberwell  Church  organ — that  is  to  say,  in  the 
commission.  Nothing  but  canvassing — which  reminds  me 
of  Berlin  wool-work,  and  that  recalls  Mrs.  Elliot.  Tray  tell 
her  Jane  has  some  new  patterns. 
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She  oommiauonod  Fnndk  to  mid  lur  how 
but  wrote  the  word  to  ht/dlj  thftt  he  uked  what  a&w 
English  articles  wers  "dipper*.^  Howerer,  tha  pnttau 
came,  at  least  as  far  as  the  front  gate,  hj  the  |»ral»«»l, 
and  then  went  away  again  for,  not  living  near  way  ahop,  wa 
Bometimes  run  quite  uut  of  ohange,  and  in  the  vbde  honaa 
could  not  muster  Zt.  6d.  tar  oairiage  and  da^.  Howsrar, 
she  has  olitained  them  at  laa^  and  I  nallf  think  bar  head 
has  been  vMol-gatheriag  arer  nno&  ....  I  auppoaa  jonr 
brother's  accident  happened  during  hia  idlenaaa  at  CheUan- 
bam,  or  was  it  about  the  date  of  the  new  bndly  Tehiole  I 
When  I  told  Jane  of  it,  ahe  directly  aaid,  "I  have  a  gnat 
mind  to  go  over  and  aee  him  about  the  Camberwell  Oigan," 
for  which  read  the  Organ  of  Cnrioaity  1  Hm  6th  waa  her 
birthday,  and  we  had  a  few  ^ung  friend^  and  perfbnued 
two  charades,  so  we  ard  pretty  wdL 

Give  OUT  love  to  all,  inoluding  the  new  Oiammar  Sohool 
boy. 

Of  course  ho  oaa  teD  now  what  mood  "ICaj"  ia  iiL 
Jeauie,  I  know,  is  the  FotentiaL 

lam,  dear  Dootw, 

Toui^  very  truly, 

Tbca  Hood. 


^t^j^  (Pi*^ 
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CHAPTER  XL 

1843. 

B3m  Tree  Road — ^Letters  to  Dr.  Elliot — Letter  to  the  Secretaries  of  the 
Ifianchester  Athenseum — Letter  to  Mr.  Dickens — Death  of  Elton  and 
Benefit  at  the  Haymarket  for  the  Family — He  writes  an  Address  for 
it»  to  he  spoken  by  Mis.  Warner — Lettera  to  JAeuL  De  Franck  and 
Mr.  Dickens — He  takes  a  Trip  to  ScoUand— Letters  to  his  Wife — 
Dundee  and  Edinburgh — Lotters  to  Mr.  Dickens  and  Dr.  Elliot — ''The 
Song  of  the  Shirt"— "Punch"— "Pauper's  Christmas  Carol"— 
Prospectus  of  "  Hood's  Magazine  and  Comic  MisceUanj." 

17,  Elm  Trxb  Road,  St.  Johh's  Woop^ 
Thursday,  AprU  13,  1843. 

Dear  Doctor, 

Accept  our  heartiest  congratulations.  We  were 
delighted  to  see  your  note,  for  we  were  getting  Yerj  anxious, 
but  did  not  like  to  write  on  that  account ;  I  am  not  made 
Laureate,  or  I  would  write  an  ode  on  the  occasion. 

Jane  will  come  as  soon  as  Mrs.  Elliot  is  well  enough  to  see 
her.  She  is  servant-hunting,  so  I  am  obliged  to  bq,  whi^t 
she  calls,  her  *'  manuensis." 

I  did  go  last  night  to  W ^"s,  being  in  fact>  prettj  well, 

in  spite  of  the  east  winds.  I  have  been  working  hard  with 
pen  and  pencil,  besides  some  extras  on  my  hands,  such  as 

Lord  L and  B .     I  must  not  write  more,  except 

that  we  all  join  in  love  to  you  aJl,  and  Jane  says  its  beau- 
tiful weather  for  babbies,  only  they  can't  walk  out ;  and  the 
printers  will  keep  Easter  holidays,  and  the  editors  can't  in 
consequence. 

What  is  the  title  of  the  new  article  in  your  Magazine  1 

If  you  find  him  de  trap,  there  is  a  chance  for  you  in  Boy's 
distribution.    BafiQes  are  epidemio.    &o  ^tq  TsvQ(ii<(2n£As^^&j!9k» 


874  MEMOBIALB  OF  THOKAB  KNA 

The  oomet  is  an  intermittent.    Tke  aMal  mnlafgb  h  tijkit 

gout,  a  lame  affair !    The  inoome  tax  will  be  ohronio :  and 

I  am, 

DearBootoTi 

Yonn  trer  trnlyi 

TBoaHooDb 

DxAB  Doctor^ 

Wo  did  not  ftiget  the  wedding  day,  bat  dnnk  Hbm 
health  of  the  pair^  with  eaisest  wiahee  tor  their  long  tad 
lasting  happiness  ;  of  ooiine  th^  are  now  ia  the  midifc  of 
<<  honey  and  B*s:**  Blise,  Brixton,  Bath%  Billowy  and 
Beach. 

I  thank  you  for  jour  oongratulatiosB  o»  my  gout,  bat  fear 
it  is  "  no  such  luck.**  I  am  more  likely  to  have  the  odid 
agucish  rheumatism.  I  haxe  got  rid  of  the  "agony  point'* 
of  the  game,  but  the  progress  seems  very  slow — ^in  aoooid- 
ance  with  other  sluggish  diaraoteristieSi  my  foot  oontinoei 
swelled,  and  so  tender  I  ean  hardly  put  it  to  the  gronnd  ; 
I  don't  l)elicYe  therefore  it  oau  be  a  hng-Mkmding  ocmiplAint 
like  the  gout. 

You  do  not  say  how  Mm  Elliot  got  orer  her  fiitigae^  so 
we  hope  it  was  not  worth  mentioning.  Give  all  our  loyee  to 
all,  and  pray  tell  Dunnie  and  Jeanie  they  will  hear  frna 
me  as  soon  as  I  can  write  a  goodJboL 

I  am.  Dear  Doctor, 

YouxB  ever  tmly, 

Tho&  Hooa 

The  next  letter  is  addressed  to  Dr.  Elliot's  eldest  son,  who 
was  being  educated  as  a  oiril  engineer.  My  father  had  sent 
him  a  book  on  the  Steam  Engine,  forwarded  to  him  in  hit 
editorial  oapwciij^  which  waa  aa  inoKgadtj)  aa  ha  w^  aa  bat 
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reviewing  it  went.  The  Flying  Flj  alluded  to  was  an 
aerial  maobiue,  projected  (but  not  fur  from  the  earth)  by 
some  speculators.  The  Dover  Engiueeriug  mentioned  was 
the  driving  of  the  railway  tunnel  through  Shakspeare^s  difiEl 

17,  Elm  Trxb  Eoai),  Si.  Johx's  Wood,  AprU  21,  1843. 

Dbab  Willib, 

You  owe  me  no  thanks,  the  book  is  in  better  hands 
than  mine.  I  have  not  the  organ  of  constructiveness,  and 
made  sure  that  by  the  help  of  the  sledges  at  the  foundry, 
you  would  hammer  more  out  of  the  volume  than  I  could. 

Till  lately,  such  was  my  ignorance,  I  thought  the  Eugi- 
neers  were  the  Fire  Brigade. 

And  even  yet  I  do  not  rightly  understand  what  you  make, 
at  those  factories  along  the  river  side,  except  a  noise,  enough 
to  render  the  Thames  fishes  deaf,  as  well  as  dumb.  Of  what 
use  then  could  such  a  book  be  to  me,  who  have  no  more 
notion  of  engineering  than  a  Zoological  monkey  of  driving 
piles  t  I  hastily  read  a  few  pages,  but  understood  little, 
except  about  fastening  cross  beams  with  two  tics,  which 
being  like  a  counsellor  s  wig,  seemed  to  me  the  legal  way. 
The  railroad  matter  was  quite  beyond  my  comprehension, 
especially  the  necrological  mode  of  laying  down  sleepers, 
which  I  should  have  thought  belonged  to  medical  practice. 
I  hope  you  have  no  hand  or  finger  in  the  construction  of  the 
Flying  Fly  at  Blackwall ;  some  people  insist^  rather  incon- 
sistently, that  it  will  never  ascend  because  it  is  a  bubble, 
but  you  engineers  know  best  By  the  bye,  your  operations 
at  Dover  do  the  profession  great  ci'edit^  you  beat  the  doctors 
hollow.  Give  your  father  as  much  Dover  s  powder  as  he 
pleases,  and  sec  if  be  can  mine  into  a  gouty  foot,  and  blow 
out  its  chalk.  I  rather  thmk  I  have  an  engineer  amongst 
my  oorrespondenta.    He  signs  himself  iSfcreuhtab^x^^^xvsK^s^^ 
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quotes  from  Dr.  Lever,  and  speaks  of  cnxoCs  and  tnn^s  as 
teedge-BXAcs.  He  even  dine%  I  am  told,  at  a  Freaoh  housi^ 
that  he  may  a.sk  fur  a  pully  instead  of  a  chicken* 

Good  night  1  I  would  write  more,  hat  I  ha^  acienti- 
ficallj  lighted  my  candlci  and  am  going  mechanically  to  bed. 

Tonra^  dear  Willie^ 

Yoiy  tmlj, 

Thos.  Hooa 

Talking  of  Engineering^  it  is  strange  that  Brand  nsrar 
calculated  on  one  great  nse  of  the  Thames  Tannel,  namdy, 
to  give  the  Cuckncjs  at  Easter  a  hole  holiday,  I  foiget  how 
many  thousands  of  Londoners  had  a  dry  dive  under  the  mer. 
Some  day,  I  i>redicty  the  tunnel  wHl  become  a  great  water- 
pijje.     And  Vm  a  propliet. 

I  foretold,  in  last  month's  Maganqe,  that  th$  CtmiH  waidd 
blow  up  tlie  Waltham  Abbep  Powder  MilU, 

The  following  letter  from  my  father,  was  in  answer  to  one 
from  the  Secretaries  of  the  Bazaar  Committee  for  the  benefit 
of  the  Manchester  AthensBum.  These  gentlemen  desired 
leave  to  place  his  name  on  the  list  of  theur  patrons.  My 
father  B  letter  was  printed  and  sold  at  the  Bazaar. 

(From  my  bed.) 
17,  Elm  Teo  Boas^  St.  Jomr*8  Wool),  JvJt/^  18, 184SL 

Gentlemen, 

If  my  humble  name  can  be  of  the  least  use  for 
your  purpose,  it  is  heartily  at  your  service,  with  my  best 
wishes  for  the  prosperity  of  the  Manchester  Athennum,  and 
my  warmest  approval  of  the  objects  of  that  Institution. 

I  have  elsewhere  recorded  my  own  deep  obligations  to 
Literature — that  a  natural  turn  for  tesdmsu  and  intsUeotual 
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pursuits,  probably  preserved  me  from  the  moral  shipwreck, 
so  apt  to  befal  those  who  are  deprived  in  early  life  of  the 
paternal  pilotage.  At  the  very  least  my  books  kept  mo 
aJoof  from  the  ring,  the  dog-pit,  the  tavern,  and  the  saloons, 
with  their  degrading  orgies.  For  the  closet  associate  of 
Pope  and  Addison,  the  mind  accustomed  to  the  noble, 
though  silent  discourse  of  Shakspeare  and  Milton,  will 
hardly  seek,  or  put  up  with  low  company  and  slang.  The 
reading  animal  will  not  be  content  with  the  brutish  wallow- 
ings  that  satisfy  the  unlearned  pigs  of  the  world.  Later 
experience  enables  me  to  depose  to  the  comfort  and  blessing 
that  literature  can  prove  in  seasons  of  sickness  and  sorrow : 
how  powerfully  intellectual  pursuits  can  help  in  keeping  the 
head  from  crazing,  and  the  heart  frcm  breaking ;  nay,  not 
to  be  too  grave,  how  generous  mental  food  can  even  atone 
for  a  meagre  diet ;  rich  fare  on  the  paper,  for  short  commons 
on  the  cloth. 

Poisoned  by  the  malaria  of  the  Dutch  marshes,  my 
stomach  for  many  months  resolutely  set  it43elf  against  fish, 
flesh,  or  fowl ;  my  appetite  had  no  more  edge  than  the 
German  knife  placed  before  ma  But  luckily  the  mental 
palate  and  digestion  were  stiU  sensible  and  vigorous;  and 
whilst  I  passed  untasted  every  dish  at  the  Rhenish  table 
d'hote,  I  could  still  enjoy  my  **  Peregrine  Pickle,"  and  the 
Feast  after  the  Manner  of  the  Ancients.  There  was  no 
yearning  towards  calTs  head  a  la  tortue,  or  sheep's  heart ; 
but  I  could  still  relish  Head  d  la  Brunnen,  and  the  ''  Heart 
of  Mid-Lothian.*'  Still  more  recently  it  was  my  misfortune, 
with  a  tolerable  appetite,  to  be  condemned  to  Lenten  fare, 
like  Sancho  Panzo,  by  my  physician,  to  a  diet,  in  fact,  lower 
than  any  prescribed  by  the  Poor-Law  Commissioners,  all 
animal  food,  from  a  bullock  to  a  rabbit,  being  strictly  inter- 
dicted^ as  well  afl  all  fluids^  atronget  \!baxi  \>;^\i  ^X^vOdl^k^ 
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dust,  washes  pinafores,  and  waters  polyanthus.    But  the 
feast  of  reason  and  the  flow  of  soul  were  still  mine  I 

Denied  I»eef,  I  had  Bulwer  aud  Cowper;  forbidden  mutton, 
there  was  Lamb ;  and,  in  lieu  of  pork,  the  great  Bacon,  or 
Hogg.  Tlien  as  to  beverage  ;  it  was  hard,  doubtless,  for  a 
Ciiristian  to  set  his  fac«,  like  a  Turk,  against  the  juioe  of  the 
grape.  But  eschewing  wine,  I  had  still  mj  Butler,  and  in 
the  absence  of  liquor,  all  the  Choioo  Spirits  from  Tom 
Browne  to  Tom  Moore.  Thus  though  confined  physically  to 
the  drink  tliat  drowns  kittens,  I  quaffed  mentally,  not  merely 
the  best  of  our  ovm  home-made,  but  the  rich  racy,  sparkling 
growths  of  Franco  and  Italy,  of  Germany  and  Spain ;  the 
champagne  of  !Moli^re,  the  Monte  Pulciauo  of  Boccaccio,  the 
hock  of  Schiller,  and  the  sherry  of  Cervantes.  Depressed 
bodily  by  tlie  fluid  that  damps  everything,  I  got  intelleo- 
tually  elevated  with  Milton,  a  little  merry  with  Swift,  or 
rather  jolly  with  Rabelais,  whose  Pantagruel,  by  the  way,  la 
equal  to  the  best  gruel  with  rum  in  it 

So  far  can  Literature  palliate,  or  compensate,  for  gastrono- 
mical  privations.  But  there  are  other  evils,  great  and  small^ 
in  this  world,  which  try  the  stomach  less  than  the  head,  the 
heart,  and  the  temper;  bowls  that  will  not  roll  right,  W9ll- 
laid  schemes  that  will  "gax^  aglee,'*  and  ill  winds  that  blow 
with  the  pertinacity  of  the  monsoon.  Of  these  Providence 
has  allotted  me  a  full  share  ;  but  still,  paradoxical  as  it  may 
sound,  my  hurtlien  has  been  greatly  lightened  by  a  load  of 
books.  The  manner  of  this  will  be  best  imderstood  by  a 
feline  illustration.  Everybody  has  heard  of  the  two  Kil- 
kenny cats,  wlio  devoured  each  other ;  but  it  is  not  so  gene- 
rally known,  that  they  left  behind  them  an  orphan  kitten, 
which,  true  to  its  breed,  began  to  eat  itself  up,  till  it  was 
diverted  from  the  operation  by  a  mouse.  Now  the  human 
njjud,  under  vezatioiii  ia  like  that  kitten.  *,  fot  it  ia  a^t  to 
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prey  upon  itself^  unless  drawn  off  by  a  new  object,  and  none 
better  for  the  puq>ose  than  a  book.  For  example,  one  of 
Defoe's ;  for  who  in  reading  his  thrilling  "  History  of  the 
Great  Plague,"  would  not  be  reconciled  to  a  few  little  ones  1 
Many,  many  a  dreary  weary  hour  have  I  got  over — many 
a  gloomy  misgiving  postponed — many  a  mental  and  bodily 
annoyance  forgotten  by  help  of  the  tragedies,  and  comedies, 
of  our  dramatists  and  novelists  !  Many  a  trouble  has  been 
soothed  by  the  still  small  voice  of  the  moral  philosopher; 
many  a  dragon-like  care  charmed  to  sleep  by  the  sweet  song 
of  the  poet !  For  all  which  I  cry  incessantly,  not  aloud,  but 
in  my  heart,  '*  Thanks  and  honour  to  the  glorious  masters  of 
the  pen,  and  the  great  inventors  of  the  press ! "  Such  has 
been  my  own  experience  of  the  blessing  and  comfort  of 
Literature,  and  intellectual  pursuits ;  and  of  the  same  mind, 
doubtless,  was  Sir  Humphry  Davy,  who  went  for  "  Consola- 
tions in  Travel "  not  to  the  inn,  or  the  posting-house,  but  to 
his  library  and  his  books. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Yours  very  truly, 

Thos.  Hood. 

17,  Elm  Tbm  Soab^  St.  Johx's  Wood,  WtdneBdaijf, 
Mt  dear  Dioksns, 

Make  any  use  you  can  of  my  name,  or  me,  for  the 
purpose  you  mention.     I  would  add  my  purse,  but  unluckily 

just  now  there  is  nothing  in  it,  thanks  to  B . 

Many  years  ago,  when  I  wrote  theatrical  critiques  for  a 
newspaper,  I  remember  pointing  out  a  physiognomy,  which 
strongly  prepossessed  me  in  favour  of  its  owner,  as  indi- 
cating superior  intelligence.     It  was  that  of  poor  Elton,* 

*  My  father  wrote  an  address  for  the  performance  got  up  for  ELton'a 
^hildxen,  see  Comjilete  Works.— T.  H. 


.    .    .   *   A   «   , 


i.KiL  (.lescnjaioii  in  t 
V  two   cliiltlron,   jtrjittling   inicoiisciously 

IT  vessel  was  ;j:t>ing  down  under  them  ! 

I  havo  been  intending  to  write  to, 

besides  B v.  Hood  I  have  been  ill, 

my  article  for  this  month  is  not  yet  fin 
a  sufficient  excuse  with  you  for  my  non 
at  the  Freemasons'  Tavern.  But  it  is  of 
as  my  feelings  being  so  entirely  in  uniso 
matter,  you  will  be  able  to  speak  not 
those  of 

Tours  ever  truly. 


17,  Elm  Trbs  Boa: 
Mt  dsab  Johnnt, 

What  a  noise  you  have  made  about 
didn*t  you  write  in  the  interval  t  You,  3 
half-pay  for  doing  nothing,  whereas  I  am 
doinff  evervtKi«#»     i>--'  ^ 
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myself  to  sleep  with  a  German  pipe.  How  unlike  yon,  who 
have  80  much  time  that  you  can  hardly  know  how  to  kill  it, 
youy  who  however  you  may  wish  for  war,  can  lie,  sit,  or 
stand,  yawn,  and  snore,  in  such  profound  peace,  that  if  you 
are  not  all  overgrown  with  duck-weed  like  a  stagnant  pond, 
it's  a  wonder. 

What  indeed !  why  couldn*t  you  write  to  yourself  in  my 
name?  which  would  have  improved  your  hand  and  your 
mind,  and  kept  your  English  from  getting  rusty.  For  you 
have  no  correspondence,  you  know,  like  mine,  with  dozens  of 
poetical  ladies,  old  and  young;  and  prosaic  gentlemen:  and 
if  you  do  write  articles,  the  Editors  have  refused  them,  for  I 
have  never  mot  with  any  in  print.  But  it  all  comes  from 
your  ignorance,  and  your  living  in  that  calm  phlegmatic 
country,  called  Germany,  where  you  travel  through  life  in 
slow  coaches,  with  the  wheels  locked,  and  have  no  notion  of  the 
railway  pace  at  which  we  wear  ourselves  out  here  in  England, 
or  at  least  in  London,  and  then  go  off,  Bang,  by  apoplexy,  like 
dry  gunpowder,  whilst  you  die  fizzing  and  whizzing  at  leisure 
like  ''  Devils."  I  don't  mean  Satans  or  old  Nicks,  but  the 
wildfire  so  called  at  school,  if  you  can  remember  so  far  back, 
or  if  you  ever  "  wented  "  to  school,  of  which  your  strange 
grammar  sometimes  suggests  a  doubt.  Seriously,  my  dear 
Johnny,  you  cannot  imagine  the  hurry  I  live  in,  like  most  of 
my  contemporaries,  but  aggravated  in  my  case  by  frequent 
illness,  which  makes  me  get  into  arrears  of  business,  and 
then,  as  the  sailors  say,  I  have  to  work  double  tides  to  fetch 
up  my  lee- way ;  or,  I  might  have  said,  to  scratch  my  figure- 
head with  the  cat-harpins  by  way  of  splicing  the  mainbrace, 
for,  you  know,  you  inland  lubbers  know  nothing  about  ships 
or  nauticals.  I  could  show  you  a  German  engraving  of  a 
ship  with  four  masts,  not  set  up  in  the  middle,  but  along  the 
side ;  the  vessel  by  way  of  finish  saiUng  stem  foremost^  at 


r 
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^  _ .*    iiiciciore    entails    on    me    Hon 

example  this  last  month  T  was  made  a 
Chester  Athenanim,  an<l  wrote  for  Ihem 
benefits  of  literature,  which  has  been  j 
back  of  that  job,  a  poetical  address  de 
market  theatre,  at  the  benefit  for  the  st 
;  actor,  just  drowned  in  the  wreck  of  a  ste 

the  hardest  work  is  writing  refusals  to 
will  write  poetry,  and  tffon^t  write  it  welL 
II  ;  oome  and  marry  a  km  of  them,  which  wc 

||.  f>  them  to  prose. 

Well,  besides  all  these  labours,  I  bav< 
I  imo  law-suita,  one  at  law,  and  ono  tn  e 

]  which  will  be  decided  at  the  end  of  the 

?  Johnny,  I  have  not  been  silent  throiigh  id 

I  In  reality,  I  have  beguB  <me  or  two  let 

I  finish  them  while  tliey  were  fresh,  besides 

1  dreams  of  seemg  you :  so  that,  one  momii 

I  was  over  here,  I  did  say  to  myself,  "  then 
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will  oome  some  day,  when  Jane  is  a  palsied,  blind,  old 
woman,  and  I  am  in  my  second  childhood,  sucking  a  lolly- 
pop,  and  "  upwards  of  ninety."  At  present,  we  are  only  in  a 
ripe  middle  age ;  but  she  wears  best,  as  you  may  suppose, 
when  I  tell  you  that,  only  this  spring,  we  had  a  party  at 
which  she  danced ;  and  what  is  more,  with  the  Sheriff  of 
London  for  her  partner  (whose  official  duty  it  is,  you  know, 
to  superintend  all  "  dancing  on  nothing''),  and  he  said  that 
she  danced  very  lightly,  considering  that  she  was  not  hung. 

So,  you  see  we  are  alive,  if  not  kicking,  which  will  com- 
fort you  for  the  present ;  in  a  post  or  two,  you  will  have 
a  longer  and  more  particular  letter :  in  the  meantime,  we  do 
not  ask  for  your  reasons  for  not  coming,  which  we  suppose 
to  be  as  good  as  our  own  for  not  writing.  We  give  you 
credit  for  the  best  intentions,  and  shall  live  in  hopes  of  seeing 
you  long  before  you  are  a  colonel. 

Fanny  is  very  well,  and  so  is  Tom  junior,  and  both  send 
their  love  to  you.  My  messengers  being  absent,  they  are 
going  with  great  alacrity  to  carry  this  to  the  post,  having 
read  your  melancholy  letter,  and  being  persuaded  that  you 
were  going  into  a  consumption  beyond  the  cold  water  cure. 

Jane  is  gone  to  town,  or  she  would  have  had  a  finger  in 
this  ;  but  she  will  have  a  hand  in  the  longer  epistle,  of  which 
this  is  the  avant  courier.  But,  mind,  it  will  not  be  quite  so 
big  as  to  come  by  that  heavy  after-posi-wagen  that  carries 
packages  instead  of  packet&  In  the  meantime  she  sends  her 
love  to  you. 

I  have  but  a  moment  more  before  post  time ;  and  then 
when  I  have  done,  I  shall  go  and  take  a  look  out  of  the 
drawing-room  wmdow  at  Lord's  Ground,  where  the  Eton  and 
Harrow  scholars  are  playing  their  annual  match  at  cricket ! 
Does  not  that  sound  English  to  you,  old  fellow  ?  or  have  you 
forgotten  that  there  are  such  things  in  the  world  as  b&t&  ^vsl^ 


-.,j    W..V.I    my   respects  to   t 
thanks  for  the  honour  they  have  done 
God  bless  you  !   and 

Bolieve  me,  my  dear  Fr 
Tours  ever  very  truly  (but  rather 


Duin>n,  Friday  mc 

Hero  we  are  safe  and  sound 
own  dearest,  after  an  excellent  passage 
most  of  the  first  day  and  night,  and  1 
much  better  for  it.     I  was  very  much 
lefty  and  we  had  a  veiy  rolling  swell,  ad 
a  steamer  there  is  a  smell  of  oil  and 
particularly  offends  my  sense.     We  saw 
to  go  outside  of  Yarmouth  Hoads  in  the 

*  At  tliis  time,  my  father  set  off,  taking  me  ^ 
to  see  his  relatives  in  Scotland.  My  recollectioni 
vifid,  especially  when  aided  Kv  *  «'**'^  '^^'^ 


MEMORIALS  OF  THOMAS  HOOD.  385 

day  morning  we  were  out  of  sight  of  land^  and  only  got  a 
distant  view  of  Flamborough  Head. 

Lnckilj  there  was  a  whale  blowing,  to  Tom's  great  delight. 
We  have  made  a  very  good  passage,  arriying  here  about 
seven  this  morning. 

But  imagine  yesterday,  while  finishing  our  dinner,  down 
came  into  the  cabin  a  gentleman  we  had  neyer  seen  before, 
announcing,  "  Ladies  and  gentlemen,  I  don't  know  whether 
you  are  aware  of  it^  but  we  are  all  in  imminent  danger :  the 
fires  are  oxit^  and  the  captain  don't  know  where  we  are ;  the 
ship  is  sinking,  and  you  will  be  at  the  bottom  in  a  few 
minutes."  At  first  I  was  a  little  alarmed,  not  hearing  what 
he  said,  for  I  had  left  Tom  on  deck,  who  was  too  squeamish 
to  come  below,  but  thinking,  when  I  heard  better,  that  he  was 
some  fool  who  had  got  frightened,  I  went  up,  brought  Tom 
down,  and  said  with  a  laugh  to  the  passengers,  "  then  my 
boy  shall  go  down  in  good  company!" — for  some  looked 
scared.  Luckily  the  prophet  of  ill-luck  did  not  go  into  the 
ladies*  cabin,  where  many  of  them  were  sick,  olr  we  should 
have  had  screams  and  hysterics.  It  turned  out  that  he  was 
insane. 

I  remembered  seeing  the  man  rather  mystelfiously  brought 
on  board  at  Gravesend,  and  shut  into  the  captain's  privatl9 
cabin  on  deck.  It  seems,  after  a  day  thetre,  he  got  violent, 
and  insisted  on  coming  out.  All  the  i^t  of  the  evehing  he 
did  nothing  else  but  go  about  addrf^ssing  everybody,  and 
particularly  the  captain,  in  a  style  that  shocked  weak  nerves  i 
— *'  We  are  all  going  (throwing  up  his  hands),  you  will  be 
all  at  the  bottom  in  a  few  minutes,  and  no  one  left  to  tell 
the  tale.  She  is  settling  fast  forwards !  Captain,  captain, 
do  you  know  where  you  are  ?  Are  you  aware  that  the  fire  is 
out  1  Look,  look  forward  there,  she  is  going  down.  Good 
Heaveps !  and  nobody  seems  aware  ot  \t,  i^  xiv^^i  «tA  f^^ 

VOL,  X  ^^ 


.1 


iMci   uiu  isnip,  lost  he  should  jump 
eveuini^'  tlicy  got  him  in  iigain,  and  L 
isafo  liiudcd. 

You  may  tell  Dr.  Elliot  that  he  ' 
phrenologist,  for  whenever  he  was  n< 
holding  them  up  in  despair,  the  fingc 
behind  his  ears  on  the  organ  of  dc 
wreck.  This  is  not  a  joke,  but  fact : 
able  action. 

We  have  put  up,  pro  tempore^  at  ax 
breakfast  and  a  ramble.     I  could  nol 

left  my  card  at  the  G 6  :  it  was  s 

visible.  Wo  shall  go  down  by  a  train 
cross  by  the  boat  to  the  South  Ferry,  y 
at  which  I  shall  put  up.  In  the  mean 
the  receipt  of  this,  direct ''  Post  Office, 

I  will  let  you  know  directly  my  plan 
shall  stay  here,  or  at  the  Ferry.  Ton 
imd  happy,  and  looks  a  good  deal  bottei 


VMk  ««  i«te  M-  B- 
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taaL  The  harbour  much  improved,  otherwise  much  as 
before ;  filthy  morning  gutters,  and  plenty  of  bare  legs  and 
feet.  Luckily  the  Post  Office  is  next  door,  so  that  yoii  will 
be  sure  to  get  this  in  good  time.  The  boat  was  very  hand- 
somely and  commodiously  fitted  up :  a  number  of  separate 
little  rooms,  in  each  two  beds ;  Tom  and  I  had  one  to  our- 
selves; it  contains  window,  lamp,  washstand,  towels,  water 
at  will  from  a  cock,  in  short  very  different  to  the  "Liver- 
pool *'  and  the  like.  And  we  were  all  veiy  sociable,  so  that 
the  time  did  not  seem  long. 

I  did  not  go  to  bed,  as  I  like  my  head  high,  and  slept 
both  nights  on  one  of  the  sofas. 

You  may  now  make  yourself  quite  easy  about  me,  I  feel 
that  I  shall  be  much  better  for  it ;  I  sadly  wanted  a  change, 
and  this  is  a  complete  one.  I  have  banished  all  thoughts 
of  bookery,  and  mean  to  take  my  swing  ef  idleness,  not 
always  the  root  of  all  evil  As  soon  as  I  get  settled  at  the 
Ferry,  however,  I  sliall  finish  the  article  on  Temperance  by 
the  help  of  whiskey  toddy,  but  that  need  not  be  put  in  the 
paper. 

The  weather  promises  to  be  fine,  in  which  case  we  shall 
spend  as  much  time  as  possible  out  of  doors. 

I  am  glad  to  see  Tom  looking  quite  himself  again,  he  is 
quite  a  Spaniard  already,  red  and  brown.  He  sends  his 
love  to  Ma  and  Fanny,  and  promises  plenty  of  drawings, 
for  he  began  on  board  with  his  sketch  book.  God  bless  you, 
my  own  dearest.  Do  not  fail  to  drink  your  port  wine* 
Love  to  dear  Tibby. 

Your  own  ever, 

Thomas  Hood. 


888  MEMORIALS  OF  XnOMAS  HOOD. 

Stptmher,  184S. 

Mt  own  Dearest, 

I  received  yours  the  day  before  yesterday,  haying 
ha<l  to  send  for  it  to  Dundee.  On  Friday  we  came  here,  to 
tlie  Ferry,  and  I  engaged  a  bed,  but  my  Aunt  would  not 
hear  of  it,  and  made  me  come  to  her  house  at  once,  where 
wo  }iavo  been  ever  since.  It  is  a  very  nice  house  and  garden, 
and  wc  arc  made  much  of,  and  are  very  comfortable.  Tom 
is  as  ha[)[)7  as  ciin  bo,  and  they  B,te  miich  taken  with  him. 
Wc  are  living  on  the  fat  of  the  land.  Tom  has  milk-porridgo 
for  breakfast, — "baps,"  "cookeys,"  jelly,  (fee,  and  I  have 
good  alo  an«l  whiskey — and  both  are  much 'the  better, — 
greatly  so  in  looks.  I  shall  go  by  a  steamboat  flnom  here 
to  Leith,  some  day  this  week,  so  you  must  not  write  again  to 
Dundee,  but  to  the  post-office,  Edinburgh. 

On  Sunday,  T  went  with  my  aunt  to  hear  her  minister, — 
one  of  tlK>se  who  have  seceded.  He  preaches  in  a  lai^ 
Bchool-room,  but  at  the  same  time  through  a  window  into 
a  largo  tent  adjoining;  a  temporary  accommodation,  whilst 
a  new  church  is  building,  in  opposition  to  the  old  one,— 
something  in  the  spirit  of  the  old  Covenanters.  The  minis- 
ter and  family  take  tea  here,  at  six,  which  will  shorten  this. 
He  and  I  got  on  very  well.  I  write  very  hastily,  expecting 
eveiy  minute  to  be  summoned.  I  am  looking  at  a  hill  (out 
of  a  back  window)  covered  with  sheaves,  for  it  is  the  middle 
of  haiTcst.  Tom  is  off, — the  minister*s  two  boys  are  coming, 
and  ho  h^is  made  a  crony  of  one  already.  My  aunt  and 
imcle  take  kindly  to  him ;  they  admire  his  reading  and  his 
spirit,  thouj^h  tliey  have  of  course,  some  misunderstandings 
between  f^nglish  and  Scotch.  My  aunt  has  given  him  a 
})encil-case  of  her  brother  Robert's,  who  was  a  "scholar  at 
College."  I  expect  to  be  delighted  with  Edinburgh,  and 
£>JjuI]  probably  go  from  here  Friday  ueiit. 
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And  now,  God  bless  you,  my  own  dearest.  Kiss  my 
Tibbie  for  me.  I  shall  s^qd  to  Dundee  tQ-monrow  to  see 
if  there  are  any  letters,  bqt  from  tl^is  side  the  boats  are  not 
frequent,  and  the  ferry  opposite  Dundee  is  three  miles  off, — 
a  long  pull  there  and  back.  Be  sure'  i^nd  take  your  wine, 
and  drink  the  health  of 

Your  own,  affectionate, 

T^oa  Hood. 

Wednesday, 

FSRRT  POBT-ON-C&AIQ,    IT  Ga?AB,   FlFl. 

PusBV^  Friday  Morning, 

Mt  own  Dearest, 

We  parted  with  my  aunt  and  uncle  this  morning, 
—they  came  with  us  in  an  open  fly  to  the  ferry,  where  we 
separated  on  the  very  best  terms.     I  dine  to-day  with  Mr. 

G ^  (he  has  lost  his  wife  years  ago) — ^sleep  to-night  in 

Dundee,  and  to-morrow,  per  steamer,  to  Leith. 

I  think  I  shall  leave  Leith  for  London  to-morrow  (Satur- 
day) week. 

You  must  not  come  to  meet  me  it  is  too  uncertain,  the 
hour  of  anival.  I  am  very  much  better,  and  Tom  visibly 
fatter,  and  both  in  good  spirits.     I  must  shut  this  up  as 

Mr.  G dines  early.     Love  to  Fanny.     God  bless  you, 

my  own  dearest  and  best.  I  have  got  slippers  and  all,  and 
am  sending  them  off  to  th^  ferry.  I  shall  have  much  to  tell 
you  when  we  meet. 

Your  own,  affectionate, 

Thomas  Hood. 

Edikbbo',  Wedneaday  Morning,  21th, 
I  HAVE  not  been  quite  able  to  make  out,  my  own 
dearest,  about  my  letters  to  you ;  it  appears  to  me  that  one 
of  them  has  missed 
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I  wrote  from  Dundee,  then  firom  the  Ferry,  and  tlien  from 
Dundee  again.  I  have  not  been  able  to  write  from  here  till 
ni)W,  there  is  ho  nuicli  to  sec,  and  so  much  gromid  to  be  got 
over.  In  one  thing  I  have  been  unlucky,  that  it  is  the  Long 
Vacation,  and  nioiit  of  the  lions  are  out  of  town ;  Wilson 
tliirtj  miles  ofT,  Napier  gone  too.  I  left  my  letter  for  him, 
and  also  for  Lord  Jeffrey,  who  has  just  sent  me  an  invita- 
tion to  dinner  to-morrow  at  his  seat,  three  miles  hence. 
Otherwise,  I  was  partly  resolved  to  return  by  to-day's 
steamer,  instead  of  Saturday's,  which  will  now  be  the  one. 
Do  not  write  a;:ain,  therefore,  lest  I  miss  it.  I  went  to 
Chjiml)ei*»'s  and  saw  William ;  Robert,  the  one  I  knew,  lives 
at  St.  Andrews,  thirty  miles  oflf.  Mrs.  W.  is  in  bad  health, 
but  I  drank  tea  with  them.  He  showed  us  all  over  his 
cstablisliment ;  everything,  binding,  ifec.,  done  on  the  pro- 
mises ;  and  sent  a  younger  brother,  a  very  nice  fellow,  to 
show  ns  ahont.  We  went  up  to  the  Castle,  saw  the  very 
little  room  where  James  I.  was  bom, — half  the  size  of  my 
room,  or  even  less, — from  the  window  the  house  where  the 
Burking  was  perpetrated ;  ho  led  us  to  some  of  the  back 
slums,  and  Tom  saw  the  shop  where  the  rope  was  bought  to 
hang  Porteous ;  still  the  same  fami^'  in  the  same  line  in  the 
shop. 

Saw  the  Advocates'  Library,  Old  Parliament  House,  and 
the  anatomical  museum  of  the  Surgeons*  Hall.  I  am  de- 
liiihted  with  the  city, — it  exceeds  my  expectations.  You 
must  go  with  me  to  the  Edinbro*  panorama  when  I  return. 
Yesterday  we  took  a  cold  dinner  at  three,  and  then  drove  to 
^lussclbnrgh,  as  Blackwood  said  Moir  was  not  likely  to  come 
to  Edinbro'  shortly. 

Such  a  kind  welcome  and  delightful  people — he  and  slie ; 

nice  children.     Tom  and  the  boys  got  very  sociable.     About 

jSjs  miles  from  hore — staid  three  hours  with  them — took 
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very  much  to  each  other.  We  are  in  comfortable  quarters. 
For  the  sake  of  society  we  live  in  the  tmvellers'  room,  and 
dine  at  the  ordinary.  As  one  of  the  results,  on  Sunday 
there  dined  a  very  strange  man, — ^long  beard,  matted  hair, 
Ac, — but  spoke  English.  Thought  he  was  the  Hebrew  Pro- 
fessor at  the  College — turns  out  to  be  Alexander  Groat,  the 
proprietor  of  John  o*  Groat's,  with  about  £700  a-year — a 
great  oddity.  But  he  has  been  very  civil  to  me,  given  me 
an  order  to  see  the  Antiquaries*  Museum,  ^  I  save  one  of 
his  orders  for  an  autograph.  We  live  on  the  best  of  Scotch 
victuals;  baddies  breakfast  and  supper,  whiskey-toddy,  <!^, 
ho,  Tom  enjoys  it  very  much.  I  shall  not  fail  to  bring 
home  some  sweeties  for  the  Elliots  and  others.  The  weather 
is  beautiful,  and  I  mean  now  to  ramble  all  day,  and  see  all  I 
can;  so  you  must  not  expect  me  to  write  again.  I  look 
longingly  up  at  Salisbury  Crags,  and  Arthur's  Seat,  but 
"  who  can  tell  how  hard  it  is  to  climb  1 "  I  don't  think  I 
shall  manage  it,  but  mean  to  try  some  cool  evening. 

I  am  sleeping  better  again,  but  wish  I  had  brought  my 
pills.  I  went  to  one  shop,  and  the  man  was,  he  taid,  out  of 
galbanum .  Went  to  another  who  said  he  had  it,  but  gave 
me  something  else.  However,  I  am  much  better  from  the 
constant  air  and  exercis&  I  do  not  find,  however,  that  I 
can  settle  to  write,  but  am  growing  ideas  I  suppose.  I  shall 
perhaps  write  something  about  my  trip  to  Edinburgh  m  my 
book.  I  think  I  could  make  a  funny  burlesque  of  Willis' 
pencilling  style,  only  the  characters  visited  to  be  imaginary 
Professors,  &c.,  &a  They  would  enjoy  it  here,  I  think  of 
looking  to-day  at  the  Canongate,  Holyrood,  and  Heriot's 
Hospital 

Tom  saw  a  cannon  ball,  that  was  fired  at  the  Highlanders 
from  the  Castle,  sticking  in  the  wall  of  a  house.  He  has 
almost  filled  his  sketch  book  after  bis  o^nx  C&s\:^<^\i.    \  «ssi  \^ 


.  ^...|'ii.->,  iius  sent  to  ask  for  u 
on  Lim  this  iiiomiiiLC.      If  I  du  but 
get  on;  the  hnicing  air  dues  mo 
deed  been  surprised  to  find  how  fai 
feet  great  part  of  the  day.     I  shall 
case  of  a  letter  from  you  when 
therefore  stop  for  the  present.     Qi 

D .    I  should  liavo  liked  to  Iva) 

inyito  of  Lord  Jefifrey*s,  but  feel  nc 
leave. 

Give  my  love  to  Tibbie;  and  Tom 
youalL 

Godbl« 

My  own  dear 

Your  < 


XXTRAOTS  FROM  A  LETTER  TO  0.   I 
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the  aristocrats,  French  or  £ngli8l\,  who  do  not  prefer  CSharles 
Dick — to  Charles  Dix. 

Mrs.  Hood  has  gone  to  the  Girleiy  (pronounced  ^onery)  of 
the  Freemasons*  Hall,  to  hear,  see,  and  eat  and  drink  all  she 
can.  I  cannot  spare  time  or  money  for  the  arts,  though  I 
love  them  and  their  professors,  and  particularly  Stanfield, 
for  coming  uninvited  the  other  Aigbt.  I  shall  believe  here- 
after in  godsends  and  windfalls.  Is  he  really  a  son  of  Mrs. 
Inchbald*8  f    She,  who  produced,  you  know,  **  Nature  and 

Art!" 

#  ♦  •  • 

I  called  on  my  return  ifrom  Scotland,  but  could  not  catch 
you.  I  was  delighted  with  Edinburgh,  but  unluckily  it  was 
vacation  time,  and  th^  professcvB  Napier  and  Wilson  were 
absent  But  I  had  the  pleasure  of  dining  with  Lord  Jeffrey 
(at  Graigcrook),  who  sent  his  love  to  you;  and  spent  a  very 
happy  evening  with  Moir, — delighted  with  him.  Tom  Junior 
accompanied  me.     I  am  much  better  for  my  trip  in  various 

ways, 

•  •  t  • 

Towards  the  dose  of  this  year  my  father  had  been  turning 
over  frequently  the  project  of  starting  a  magazine  of  his  own, 
but  was  anxious,  and  doubtful  of  such  a  bold  step.  Some 
little  difiference  about  the  '^New  Monthly"  at  length  brought 
him  to  the  determination  of  risking  it.  As  the  result  proved, 
there  was  little  reason  for  hesitation.  Unfortunately,  as  will 
be  seen,  even  this  success  was  not  unalloyed  by  disappoint- 
menty — the  partner  with  wl^on^  he  embarked  on  the  under- 
taking, turning  out  rather  to  be  an  adventurous  speculator, 
than  one  of  '*  those  who  have  a  sum  of  money  to  invest  in, 
etc.*' 


i 


nliirl|..,>.l  ..r  l.i.^in.-..  ■.^Wwh  lias 
li'jjiic.  l'tr,-it,  my  tnu  vulumca  &v 
preimro  for  tho  press,  witli  tcdioiu 
finally,  negociatiooa  about  to  cloi 
"  Hood'b  Magazine  " — to  come  ou 
I  cannot  keep  tho  newa  from  7011, 
once  what  is  likely  to  be. 

My  fortunes  seem  subject  to  crw. 
On  or  about  Cbristmas,  I  am  to  d 
and  get  a  new  bouse,  come  to  ifisue 
with  a  periodical  under  my  own  na 
folks  nith  money  to  back  it  I  shall 
tho  thing  becomes  a  property. 

YcBtcrday  I  had  an  offer  to  writ 
dne  "  on  my  own  terms,  the  project 
looks  well :  so  do  T,  people  say,  for  S 
Torioua  ways,  I  think,  if  I  oould  live 
Galton  Hill,  I  should  keen  ti-"*'- 

Th««  =- 
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aiid  Jane  fools  hen-sure  of  hers.  But  who  would  have 
thought  of  hor  keeping  "  a  public  !  " 

She  sends  her  love,  and  means  to  get  to  Stratford  ''as 
soon  as  she  is  out ; "  whether  she  means  bodily  or  bookilj  I 

cannot  tell.     I  suspect  she  has  a  plot  to  ask  M H 

to  write  for  the  "  rising  generation." 

Tom  and  Fanny  have  given  her  some  hints  how  children 
ought  to  be  brought  np ;  and,  of  course,  Dunnie,  Jeanie,  and 
May,  have  some  notions  of  their  own  on  the  same  subject 

God  bless  you  alL  These  here  all  unite  in  love  to  those 
there  with, 

Dear  Doctor, 

Yours  ever  truly, 

Thomas  Hood. 

Jane  desires  me  to  say  she  hopes  she  may  put  down  your 
name  among  her  prescribers,  I  suspect  she  means  sub- 
scribers, but  must  refer  you  to  her  prospectuses  in  print 
Pray  tell  Mrs.  Elliot  to  tell  Thomaa  not  to  send  away  any 
hawkers  with  books  in  numbers — it  may  be  us.  Excuse 
boluses.* 

In  the  Christmas  Number  of  "  Punch ''t  for  this  year 

♦  Blots. 

+  "  Funch  "  had  now  reached  his  fifth  volame,  and  the  commencement 
of  his  third  year,  having  passed  some  time  into  the  hands  of  Messrs. 
Bradbury  and  Evans.  In  the  commencement  of  the  fifth  volnme,  on  the 
second  page,  I  think  I  recognise  a  cut  of  my  fotiier's — **  The  Lady  in  the 
Lobster."  The  pictnre  of  a  specimen  of  the  "Cock-and-bull"  genus  at 
page  218  of  that  volume  I  know  to  be  his,  though  why  it  was  signed  R,  I 
am  at  a  loss  to  say.  At  page  223,  appears  a  poem  by  my  father,  entitled 
a  "Drop  of  Gin,"  accompanying  Kenny  Meadows'  illustration.  The  only 
other  contribution  of  my  father's  to  ''Punch,"  which  I  hare  been  able  to 
trace,  is  a  poem  entitled  **  The  Dream,"  apropoi  of  the  state  trials  in  Ire- 
land, and  the  Fair  Maid  of  Perth,  alluding  to  the  '*  Kghting  Smith"  in. 
either  casa    I  have  strong  snspicionB  ibait  I2bft  i];^Q^n&%  ^soiu^V^^^'^ 


t 


(I 


ii 


....,  tiuu  ii  iiuie  lUiiUiJuJ  at  its  v 

although  my  niuther  had  said  to  him,  ' 
up  the  liaoket  ready  for  the  press  :  "  No 
my  words,  this  will  tell  wonderfully  !     1 
things  you  ever  did  1  *'    This  turned  o\ 
It  was  translated  into  French  Bsxd  Ge 
believe  into  Italian.     My  father  used  < 
wonder  how  they  rendered  the  peculiar  b 


;i    tff  «* 


Stitcli,  9titch,  Stitch  1 " 


and  also 

**  Seam  and  giuBet  and  band 

It  was  printed  on  cotton  pocket  handkei 
has  met  with  the  usual  fate  of  all  popv 
been  parodied  times  without  number.  E 
and  yet  touched,  my  fisither  most  deeply  i 
creatures,  to  whose  sorrows  and  sufferings 
eloquent  voice,  seemed  to  adopt  its  wordf 
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Binging  them  about  the  atreeta  to  a  rode  aii  of  their  own 
adaptation.  In  the  same  Christmas  Number  of  "Punch" 
appeared  another  coutribution  of  my  father's,  tha  "  Pauper's 
Christmas  Carol,"  but  it  was  orerlooked,  shadowed  by  the 
merits  of  its  groat  companion. 


I 

ii 


t.-  Mr.  I'LiUli..-,  Mr.  li..iv'!..s   aii'l  Mi- 
tlw<Ji.-iir..i.ria.ir  ut  Hl...  M.,^,/iiR— U 
t-)  Dr.  Ulli"!— Illnc.«  min'li   im-tcutd— 
Dr.  Elliufa  tliree  Ciiiliircn— Qoe»  to  B. 
merait  hii  tuslth— Latten  to  Dr.   BUii 
Latter  to  the  Socreteries  of  Uie  Huich' 
Ulncaa — Un.  Hood  to  Ueat.  do  Fraiick— 
— Utt«n  to  Dr.  and  Mrs.   Elliot— Lctti 
Hood,  dOBCribing  her  Husband's  Dlnoes- 
Bobert  Feel-Sir  Bobert  Peel's  Amrirer^ 
from  Sr  KoWt  Feol  and  Asgirer — Letter* 

Jun  after  Chmtmaii,  1S43,  my  fatht 
Kim  Tree  Bond,  to  another  house  in 
hood.  !□  Jaamuy,  1844,  the  first 
Hagaziae"  appeared.  It  Beemod  to  e 
succees ;  my  father  had  worked  toy 
much  depeuded  on  the  first  start.  I  fie 
followiug  to  the  opening  number ; 
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Altogether  eleven  articles,  forming  forty-six  pages,  not  count- 
ing epigrams,  and  a  further  nine  or  ten  pages  of  reviews ; 
in  fact,  more  than  half  the  number.  At  this  time  I  find  a 
letter  of  my  mother'a  to  Dr.  Elliot : — 

''  Hood  has  desired  me  to  send  you  his  book,  which  he 
will  write  in  when  he  comes  to  Stratford  on  Monday.  He 
is  now  staying  in  the  Adelphi  to  be  out  of  the  bustle  of 
moving ;  and  in  spite  of  fatigue  of  mind^  and  great  excite- 
ment, seemed  well  this  evening,  when  I  saw  him,  for  every- 
thing with  regard  to  the  magazine  is  going  on  to  his  great 
satisfaction.  I  enclose  a  '  Punch '  paper,  though  you  may 
have  seen  Hood*s  'Song  of  the  Shirt,'  as  it  was  in  the 
*  Times ; '  I  think  ho  bos  scarcely  ever  written  anythmg 
that  has  been  so  much  talked  of  as  this  song.  Wo  hear  of 
it  eveiywhere,  and  both  morning  and  evening  papers  have 
quoted  it,  and  spoken  of  it.  To-day  I  received  a  note  from 
Mrs.  S.  C.  Hall,  offering  to  send  him  occasional  sketches  for 
his  Magazine,  stipulating  to  name  her  own  terms,  the  pay- 
ment to  be  '  the  pleasiux)  she  will  feel  in  assisting,  however 
humbly,  in  the  success  of  his  periodical :  as  a  tribute  of 
veneration  to  the  author  of  the  Song  of  the  Shirt.'  " 

It  was  during  this  year  that  my  father  was  elected  an 
Honorary  Member  of  the  Graphic  Club,  which,  I  believe, 
then  held  its  meetings  at  the  Thatched  House.  He 
attended  one  or  two  of  the  soiria.  The  President  of 
the  Boyal  Society,  the  late  Marquis  of  Northampton,  also 
honoured  him  with  a  card  of  invitation  to  his  first  convena' 
zione^  but  he  was  imfortunately  too  unwell  to  avail  himself 
of  it. 

My  father  having  wearied  of  publishers  (no  wonder,  con- 
sidering some  he  met  with),  hod  determined  to  bring  out 
the  Magazine  at  an  office  of  its  own  at  No.  1,  Adam  Street, 
Adelphi.     This  plan  (which  wrs  aftcrwaida  to>3jA  \a  ^it^^^^fe 


'  ■        I 


accompanied  the  first  number  of  the  n 

1,  Adam  Stbxkt, 

Mt  dear  Sir, 

I  cannot  tell  you  hoW  mtiofa 
and  grieved  me ;  for  being  striotlj  a  d 
finding  my  comfort  for  many  evils  ii 
family,  I  can  the  better  imagine  and  c 
a  bereavement. 

The  only  comfort  I  can  ofibt  to  yon,  is 
found  most  oonsolatoiy  imder  the  loss  c 
belief  that  we  do  not  love  in  vain;  that  i 
^ ;.  live,  having  lived,  so  must  we  love,  hai 

f%^  after  some  term,  longer  or  shorter,  but 

f-  the  great  pendulum  of  eternity,  we  sht 

In  the  meantime  let  us  endure  as  bravel 
*E|  sake  of  others. 

{^.  Tou  may  guess  by  the  number^  whi< 

E-  how  I  have  been  occupied,  writinc^  vov^ 


0 
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not  say,  when  jou  feel  well  enough  to  resume  joiur  pen,  how 
happy  I  shall  be  to  receive  a  paper  from  you.  We  have 
agreed  not  to  have  any  serials  (as,  not  being  booksellers,  we 
can  do  nothing  afterwards  with  the  copyright),  but  each 
article  independent  of  another. 

I  would  not  trouble  you  with  this,  but  that,  without  any 
idfith  view,  I  would  earnestly  recommend  you,  from  my  own 
experience,  to  resume  your  pea  I  have  had  my  share  of 
the  troubles  of  this  world,  as  well  as  of  the  calamities  of 
authors,  and  have  found  it  to  be  a  very  great  blessing  to  be 
able  to  cany  my  thoughts  into  the  ideal,  from  the  too  strong 
real 

I  am  writing  hastily,  which  you  will,  I  know,  excuse  ;  for 
you  must  be  well  aware  of  what  a  Christmas  month  it  has 
been  for  editors,  and  the  3 1st  on  a  Sunday  !  And  I  have 
another  short  one  before  me  with  only  twenty-eight  days ; 
I  hope  I  shall  survive  it  Thank  God  my  blood  keeps  within 
bounda 

Mrs.  Hood  desires  her  kind  regards,  and  believe  me  to  be, 
my  dear  sir, 

Yours  very  truly, 

THoa  Hood. 

My  new  home  is  at*  Devonshire  Lodge,  New  Finchley 
Boad,  St  John's  Wood,  where  I  shall  be  most  happy  to 
see  you ;  it  is  just  beyond  the  **  Eyre  Arms,'*  three  doors 
short  of  the  turnpike.  The  Magazine  Office  is  1,  Adam 
Street,  Adclphi,  and  I  am  sometimes  there  of  a  morning.  I 
just  see  I  have  made  a  mistake  about  twenty-eight  days,  I 
was  thinking  of  the  No.  for  February. 

*  Ky  father  gave  the  house  this  name  in  remembranoe  of  the  exceeding 
generonty  and  kindness,  which,  as  has  been  mentioned,  bA  rond^^it^T^ 
the  kte  Dnke  of  D^FOoshire. — T.  H.  — « 

VOL,  X.  ^ 
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The  followiog  extnet  horn  a  IMbt  fton  ngr 
Dr.  EUiot  descnljes  the  tnmUn  tlMt  tv^m  bant  thi 
lucky  magazine^  in  wp^  of  the  hud  Uboiiriqg  of  ill 
and  its  popularity  with  the  reeding  pabliAi 

"  You  will  1)6  Sony  to  heer  thet  Mr. ^  ^^  tmpMm 

of '  Hood*8  Magazine^'  hes  engaged  intheapeenletiwiwiftoat 
sufficient  means  to  cany  it  on — hsfing  beea  teoqpled  hy  the 
goodness  of  the  specolfttioOy  end  hoplbg  to  ecranMe  tbvom^ 
it  Hood  is  obliged  of  eonm  to  get  rid  of  hin^  end  Cad 
some  one  else.  The  first  elarm  ire  had,  wae  hie  qnanelliqg 
with  Bradbuiy  and  Enma^  tt|e  printer^  atHmt  pqrVMuL 
This  was  on  the  27th  of  Jaaneiy ;  he  then  got  enolfaer  van 
in  February,  who  coold  not  manage  it ;  and  on  the  ISth,  he 
engaged  another,  who  had  new  type  to  bnj,  and  eoaU  not 
begin  to  print  until  the  16th— this  in  the  ahorteat  montii 
of  the  year.  The  worry  laid  Hood  up;  and  all  theae  things 
of  course  prevented  the  Magaiine  coming  oat  in  tima    It  ia 

doing  well.     B told  Mr.  Phillipe  he  never  before  heard 

of  such  a  sale  as  1500  for  e  first  nomber ;  ttod,  baring  been 
well  advertised,  it  does  not  now  want  mndi  to  cenj  it  on; 
so  there  will  be  no  difficulty  in  getting  another  partner. 

Hood  will  be  obliged  next  week  to  compel  Mr. to  pqr 

him — he  owes  him  nearly  £100.  Of  ooorse  it  baa  been  a  aad 
blow  to  us,  and  crippled  as  for  the  present.  This  man^ 
behaviour  has  astonished  as,  haying  started  apparently  with 
such  plenty.  His  hoase  is  his  own,  and  brings  him  in,  let  off 
in  chambers,  £400  Sryearf  Hood  dines  to^y  at  D& 
Bowring's,  in  Queen's  Sqaare.  He  knew  him  well  years  i^ 
in  the  '  London  Magaiine  ;*  and  he  wrote  a  few  days  ago  to 
ask  Hood  to  meet  Bright  and  Cobden  on  basiness.  /  think 
to  engage  him  to  write  songs  for  the  Leagaa  I  aogar  good 
from  it.  This  comes  of  the '  Song  of  the  Shirty'  of  whidi 
we  bear  something  oontinoall;." 
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The  next  and  three  subsequent  letters  were  written  to 
three  of  Dr.  Elliot's  children^*  especial  favourites  of  mj 
father's. 

17,  Eui  Tru  Boad,  St.  Johh's  Wood, 
Monday^  AprU\  18^4. 

Mt  dbar  Mat, 

I  promised  you  a  letter,  and  here  it  is.  I  was  sure 
to  remember  it ;  for  you  are  as  hard  to  ibrget  as  you  are  soft 
to  roll  down  a  hill  with*  What  fun  it  was!  only  so  prickly, 
I  thought  I  had  a  porcupine  in  one  pockety  aud  a  hedgehog 
in  the  other.  The  next  tinxe,  before  we  kiss  the  earth  we 
will  have  its  face  well  shaved.  Did  you  ever  go  to  Greenwich 
Fairl  I  should  like  to  go  there  with  you,  for  I  get  no 
rolling  at  St.  John's  Wood.  Tom  and  Fanny  only  like  roll 
and  butter,  and  as  for  Mrs.  Hood,  she  is  for  roUing  in 
money. 

Tell  Dunnie  that  Tom  has  sot  his  trap  in  the  balcony 
and  has  caught  a  cold,  and  teU  Jeanie  that  Fanny  has  set 
her  foot  in  the  garden,  but  it  has  not  come  up  yet.  Oh,  how 
I  wish  it  was  the  season  when  "March  winds  and  April' 
showers  bring  forth  May  flowers ! "  for  then  of  course  you 
would  give  me  another  pretty  little  nosegay.  Besides  it  is 
frosty  and  foggy  weather,  which  I  do  not  like.  The  other 
night,  when  I  came  from  Stratford,  ihe  cold  shrivelled  me  up 
so,  that  when  I  got  home,  I  thought  I  was  my  own  child  1 

*  They  haye  been  mentioned  before  in  the  notes,  as  pets  of  his ;  and  the 
letters  will  proye  how  admirably  my  father  could  adapt  his  style  to  chil- 
dren. It  IS  much  to  be  regretted  that  a  plan  he  entertained  for  writing  a 
set  of  children's  books  was  not  carried  out.  We  haye  howeyer  the  MS3. 
of  some  short  pieces  written  by  him  for  the  "  Juyenile  Magasine"  (seo 
letter  to  Dr.  Elliot,  Noy.  8,  1843),  which  my  mother  meditated,  and  of 
which  we  haye  a  good  deal  of  the  matter  by  ns.  The  allusion  at  the  com- 
mencement of  this  letter  is  to  an  accidental  tumble  and  roll,  which  befel 
my  father  and  little  May,  while  at  a  pic-nic  in  the  ionraii.  *Y\i<B^  "c^ajI 
down  a  haol^  and  landed  in  a  furze  hush  eit  \ibe  W^^tm.— ^."^ 


Your  affcctioni 


Dmiiig  my  father'!  editorebip  a 
Uagaune,"  he  became  personally  aoqi 
contributors,  a  young  naral  surj^eon, 
Hfl  wrote  seTenil  papers  under  the  U| 
Student,"  which  evinced  moch  talent, 
OTJgiual  Eind  peouhar  kind.     When    ; 

*  "Wnij,''  kt  tlut  writisA  l>eiag  Tei;  UL 
jmmseal  lister,  ml  nrj  tail  for  her  ■£&— T.  E 

t  lb.  D(Ki8luna>T«7ki>>dfri«Bd(»nii 
knits  giTm  him  \ij  a  f'piiuwd,  on  tome  of  U 
hii  wife,  who  w»  dangeronil;  ilL  He  iIbo 
■Mskay,  iriiieli  Utter  gift  wim  tha  cauae  of  acu 
beviag  Hut  h«  ww  going  to  bring  me  "i 
IS  Ttrj  dilfnent  from  tlie  raalitjr  («  pi 
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own  Magazine,  Mr.  Douglas,  with  one  or  two  others,  incladiug 
the  late  Mr.  W.  J.  Broderip,  F.RS.,  author  of  "  Zoological 
Recreations,'*  and  Mr.  Frederic  Hordman,  author  of  the 
"Student  of  Salamanca,"  followed  him  and  wrote  for  the 
now  periodical.  My  father  frequently  corresponded  with  Mr. 
Douglas,  and  suggested  alterations  or  curtailments  of  hisMSS., 
and  in  his  last  letter  to  him  in  1844,  spoke  of  his  tempo- 
rary rallying  from  illness,  but  his  knowledge,  also,  that  it 
was  but  a  passing  amelioration^  Indeed  he  said  it  was 
probable  that,  when  Mr.  Douglas  returned  from  his  next  trip, 
he  might  not  find  him  alive;  to  this  letter  I  find  among 
other  matters  the  following  reply : — 

"  I  am  glad  to  hear  that  you  are  so  well,  and  would  recom- 
mend you,  professionally  speaking,  not  to  indulge  in  those 
pleasing  anticipations  of  seeing  the  other  world,  but  to  be 
content  with  the  one  you  are  in,  for  a  day  or  two  1 " 

My  father's  forebodings  were  however  curiously  realised^ 
but  not  in  the  manner  he  prophesied.  His  next  news''of  his 
friend  was  the  announcement,  by  a  stranger,  that  Mr. 
Douglas  had  been  suddenly  taken  with  on  infectious  fever, 
and  being  comparatively  a  stranger  at  Devonport  (where  he 
had  been  awaiting  his  appointment  to  a  new  ship),  he  had 
been  token  to  the  hospital,  where  he  died;  and  was  buried 
before  his  family,  residing  in  Scotland,  could  reach  him. 

In  the  month  of  May  my  father  was  again  taken  ill, 
partly  fix)m  the  hard  work,  occasioned  by  a  new  periodical, 
and  partly  from  anxiety  owing  to  some  doubts  as  to  the  sol- 
vency of  his  co-proprietor  of  the  speculation.  How  little 
could  those,  who  carelessly  passed  an  idle  hour  perhaps  over 
this  amusing  periodical  imagine  what  the  toil  was,  that  created 
their  passing  amusement ;  a  toil  now  fearfully  aggravated  by 
frequently  recurring  attacks  of  a  mortal  disease. 

On  the  22nd  of  May  I  find  my  mother  wrvtixi^tA  \yL.^2^^% 


"  lie  lies  very  quk't  reading  in  his  1 
I  fear  he  is  very  ill.     I  do  not  write  tli 
my  dear  Dr.  Elliot,  for  what  can  be  do 
mind,  which  feels  cruelly  this  failure 
laboured  at  night  and  day,  and  whicl 
good  property  if  carried  on.     I  dare  i 
shall  be  unfit  to  do  ray  best  for  him." 

In  the  midst  however  of  this  sickm 
father's  friends  rallied  round  him.  Mr.  '. 
himself  as  unpaid  sub-editor,  and  oo 
arranged  matter  for  the  pres& 

Deab  Doctob, 

Put  on  six  laches  jresterday, 
stomach  (my  stomach  ought  to  be  all  />ii 

bites  bled  a  good  deal.  I  slept  at  night  but 

•  •  ft  4 

Great  noises  ia  the  chest  when  I  swa 
action.   Heart  ouifit  oriri  ^..i-- 


MEMOEIALS  OF  THOMAS  HOOD.  407 

grandfiskther  at  leaiTt,  and  give  you  advice  i  tIs.,  don't  over- 
polka  yourself. 

^IGBAM  ON  DU.  BOBEET  ELLIOT, 

OF  OAMBIRWBLL. 

Whaterer  Doctor  Robert's  akill  be  worth, 
One  hope  within  me  still  is  stout  and  heartj, 

He  would  not  hiU  me  till  the  24th, 
For  fear  of  my  appearing  at  his  party ! 

biYOVSHiBi  LoDQB,  Nmw  FivohiiIT  Boad,  St.  Jomf's  WooD^ 

Monday, 

Mt  dear  DlCKENB, 

I  cannot  say  how  delighted  I  was  to  learn  from  my 
friend  Ward  that  you  had  promised  me  a  little  ''bit  o' 
writin  *'  to  help  me  to  launch  afloat  again.  It  has  been  a 
cruel  business,  and  I  really  wanted  help  in  it,  or  I  should  not 
have  announced  it,  knowing  how  much  you  have  to  do.  I 
am  certainly  a  lucky  man  and  an  unlucky  man  too— for  S 
is  far  better  than  the  promise  of  — :— . 

By  the  bye,  I  have  heard  one  or  two  persons  doubt  the 
reality  of  a  Pecksniff— or  the  possibility — but  I  have  lately 

met  two  samples  of  the  breed.    is  most  decidedly  a 

Pecksniffian;  as  Ward  says,  he  is  so  "confoundedly  virtuous,^* 
After  telling  two  parties  he  was  going  to  fail,  his  brother 
corroborating, — after  excusing  himself  from  giving  me  up 
the  stock  for  debt  to  me,  as  he  had  promised,  because  it 
would  be  preferring  one  creditor, — he  turned  round,  and 
said,  he  was  not  only  not  going  to  fail,  but  had  never  said  so  1 
On  the  back  of  this  he  now  says  if  all  will  not  take  a  compo- 
sition, there  will  be  a  friendly  fiat  I  He  cried  to  Ward,  and 
begged  him  to  get  him  a  situation,  of  only  a  guinea  a- week, 
as  he  was  a  ruined  man ;  and  then  served  a  writ — not  a 
Bummons^-on  Ward  for  eighteen  copies  he  bad  bad  of  tbA 


>V:is  not  tliis  capital  ]  Just  k't  mo  kiu>\ 
beart-r,  liuw  much  space  I  shall  leave  fur 
the  iirst  sheet  open,  not  to  hurry  you. 

I  hear  that  you  are  going  to  learn 
Italian  macaroni     For  God's  sake  take  c 
I  am  suffering  still  from  a  touch  of  ti 
years  ago.     Last  week  I  dined  at  Tom  '. 
taken  so  ill  on  the  road  home,  walking,  I 
a  policeman   to   assist    me ;    and  after 
thought  it  a  strange  case  of  drunkenness 
all  the  use  of  his  faculties^  but  unable 
support 

Mrs.  Hood  unites  in  kind  regards  to  ^ 
Dickens.  Our  new  house  is  in  a  road  it 
when  you  take  an  airing.     Verb,  sap. 

Yours  ve 


How  is  Forster  f    I  beard  lat^lv  ♦!»-*  »-- 


MEMOBIALS  OF  THOMAS  HOOD.  409 

the  rage  in  London,  and  at  Windsor,  and  the  letter  was  a 
deyer  satire  on  the  folly  of  this  childish  admiration  of 


"  The  abridgment  of  all  that  is  pleasant  in  man. 


» 


DiYOHSMiii  IfODQi,  Nmw  Fihohlit  Boad,  Thtodajf, 

Mt  dear  Dickens, 

I  must  write  at  last  in  lieu  of  coming  as  I  haye 
hoped,  leaning  on  a  haTiker  for  day  after  day,  but  a  severe 
course  of  influenza  with  a  strong  cough  has  so  shaken  the 
little  physical  power  I  possessed  that  I  can  hardly  stand, 
and  certainly  cannot  go,  without  a  go-cart.  I  have  indeed 
had  a  foretaste  of  dying,  in  a  terrible  shortness  of  breath 
at  night  I  never  felt  touched  in  the  wind  before,  but  know 
now  that  I  have  lungs.  What  a  comfort  I  Apropos  of  which 
let  me  again  cry  to  you  to  beware  of  Italian  malaria. 
My  ten-year-old  marsh  malady  has  throughout  aggravated 
the  other  by  ague-ish  chills  and  fitful  fever.  And  what's 
more  it  is  not  catching,  so  that  you  cannot  give  it  to  any 
one  that  you  don't  like.  Bat  for  this  influenza,  I  should 
long  ago  have  had  an  outfluenza  to  grasp  your  hand,  and 
thank  you  for  your  great  kiiiduess,  which  I  feel  the  more, 
from  knowing,  by  experience,  how  many  obstacles  there  were 
in  the  way  of  it.  Thanks  to  that,  and  similar  backing,  I 
shall  now,  I  think,  turn  the  comer ;  and  in  the  meantime 
the  pinch  has  not  only  shown  me  in  a  very  gratifying  way 
the  sincerity  of  some  longer  friends,  but  has  procured  me  a 
succession  of  new  ones.  For  example  Ward,  who  has  slaved 
for  the  Magazine  like  an  enthusiastic  sub-editor. 

Your  paper  is  capital  I  had  been  revolted  myself  by  the 
royal  running  after  the  American  mite,  and  the  small- 
mindedness  of  being  so  fond  of  an  unmagnifiod  man  or  child. 
I  cannot  understand  the  wish  to  see  Sb  d^^  Axkna.     ^ 


1.1. 1«k.  I)„tl,„,„„,„ly       J^ 

■n  a  room  „ith  ,om„  „„  ,„  |5„|„  ^  ^^_ 
Ihmk  Milhor  of  th.„  „„  „„„  ,j 
yoftmoli 

through  tt„  ,„„g  o„j.  „f  n,i^  ,^, 

Il™gt«...j-o„„d,„vo.g„„ip<,„u,i 
"»°»'"«y"l.«nI«L«ilg«tab,„J 
"'"  »" '''».'  «W»<I'  •»  Mm  D,ok»i 
Inni, 

My  ihu-  Dickciu, 

Your  over  ver 

Tl..  following  ,„„„„„„„„„j  .ppo.„da 


II  timber  ft 


TKE  ECHO. 
feelingn  of  die  th^^t  «-,. 
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(itself  brought  on  bj  the  wearing  excitement  of  ceaseless 
and  excessive  literary  toil)  has^  in  the  course  of  a  few  weeks, 
reduced  Mr.  Hood  to  a  state  of  such  extreme  debility  and 
exhaustion,  that,  during  several  days,  fears  were  entertained 
for  his  Ufa  Nevertheless,  up  to  Thursday  the  23rd  he  did 
not  relinquish  the  hope  that  he  should  have  strength  to 
continue,  in  the  pfesent  number,  the  novel  which  he  began 
in  the  last;  and  he  even  directed  his  intentions  to  be 
announced  in  the  advertisements,  which  were  sent  ont  on 
that  day  to  the  Saturday  journals.  On  the  same  evening 
sitting  up  in  bed,  he  tried  to  invent,  and  sketch,  a  few  comic 
designs ;  but  even  this  effort  exceeded  his  strength,  and  was 
followed  by  the  wandering  delirium  of  utter  nervous  ex- 
haustion. Next  morning  his  medical  attendants  declared 
that  the  repetition  of  any  such  attempt,  at  that  critical 
period  of  his  illness,  might  cost  him  his  life.  We  trust  that 
this  brief  explanation  will  obtain  for  Mt.  Hood  the  sympathy 
and  kind  indulgence  t>f  our  silbscribers ;  and  especially  that 
it  will  satisfy  them  of  the  perfect  JxmafideSy  with  which  the 
promise  of  a  contribution  from  his  pen  was  advertised  in  the 
Saturday  papers.  Mr.  Hood,  we  are  happy  to  say,  is  now 
gradually  recovering  strengh ;  and  there  is  every  reason  to 
expect  that  he  will  be  able,  in  the  next  number,  to  give  the 
promised  new  chapters,  and  illustt^tions,  at  present  of  neces- 
sity deferred. 

Conscious  of  his  enfeebled  powers  and  uncertain  hand, 
Mr.  Hood  threw  aside  the  above-mentioned  sketches,  as  too 
insignificant  for  publication.  But  it  has  been  thought,  that 
the  contrast  of  their  sprightly  humour  with  the  pain  and 
prostration,  in  the  midst  of  which  they  were  prodnced, 
might  ^ve  them  a  peculiar  interest,  independent  of  any 
merit  of  their  own  :  suggesting,  perhaps,  the  reflection  (never 
too  trite  to  be  repeated,  so  long  aa  it  \&  \.c^  \xm^  V^  ^3^ 
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(loiiic(l),  1>y  what  liarassing  ofibrts  tho  food  of  careleBS  mirth 
iH  fiimisIuMl,  :in<l  how  oflen  tho  pleasure  of  tlie  Many  oosta 
bitter  cinluniiKv  to  the  One. 

Disol'oyinur,  thcrcfoi-e,  for  once,  the  direction  of  our  chiefy 
wo  have  [U'osorvod  two  of  thcso  "  sickroom  fancies,"  which 
will  eniiblo  us  to  convoy,  in  his  own  quaint  picture-language, 
to  the  readci-s  of  "Hood's  Mug.,"  "Tho  Editor's  Apologies."* 

The  next  throe  letters  were  written  to  the  three  little 
Klliots— namely,  Dunnie  (familiarly  called  "Jack,"  and  "Old 
IVllow"),  Joanio,  and  May,  the  heroine  of  tho  roll  down  the 
Wanstea<l  Slopes.     They  were  then  spending  a  few  weeks  by 

tho  sea  at  Saiidgata 

Devunsiiirb  IiODOi,  Nmw  FiircnLVT  ltoA]>»  St.  Johv'b  Woos^ 

Jvly  1  (1b(  of  Hebrew  faluty). 

My    DFAR   PlTNNIE, 

I  have  heard  of  your  doings  at  Sandgate,  and  that 
you  wore  bo  happy  at  gotthig  to  the  sea,  that  you  were 
obli^'od  to  bo  flogged  a  little  to  moderate  it,  and  keep  some 
for  next  day.  I  am  very  fond  of  the  sea,  too,  though  I  have 
been  twice  nearly  drownod  by  it ;  once  in  a  storm  in  a  ship, 
and  cuiee  under  a  boat's  bottom  when  I  was  bathing.  Of 
coui-se  you  have  bathed,  but  have  you  learned  to  swim  yet  1 
It  is  ratlior  easy  in  salt  water,  and  diving  is  still  easier,  even, 
than  at  the  sink,  I  only  swim  in  fauqy,  and  strike  out  new 
ideas ! 

Is  not  tho  tide  curious  1  Though  I  cannot  say  much  for 
its  tidiness ;  it  makes  such  a  slop  and  litter  on  the  beach. 
It  comes  and  goes  as  regularly  as  the  boys  of  a  proprietaiy 
school,  but  has  no  holidays.     And  what  a  rattle  the  waves 

*  "  IL  Oil's  Mng. , "  WAS  a  magpie  with  a  hawk's  hood  on  ;  ''  The  Bdiior'i 
AjwlogicB, "  A  co\\c<:i\Qji  of  bottles,  IcocibaB,  wid  b\Mrt«».— T,  H. 
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make  with  tho  stones  when  thej  are  rough ;  jou  will  find 
some  rolled  into  decent  marbles  and  bounces :  and  some- 
times you  may  hear  the  sound  of  a  heavy  sea^  at  a  distance^ 
like  a  giant  snoring.  Some  people  say  that  every  ninth  wave 
is  bigger  than  the  rest.  I  have  often  counted,  but  never 
found  it  come  true,  except  with  tailors,  of  whom  every  ninth 
is  a  man.  But  in  rough  weather  there  are  giant  waves, 
bigger  than  the  rest,  that  come  in  trios,  from  which,  I  sup- 
pose, Britannia  rules  the  waves  by  the  rule  of  three.  When 
I  was  a  boy,  I  loved  to  play  with  the  sea^  in  spite  of  its 
sometimes  getting  rather  rough,  I  and  my  brother  chucked 
hundreds  of  stonea  into  it,  as  you  do;  but  we  came  away 
before  we  could  fill  it  up.  In  those  days  we  were  at  war 
with  France.  Unluckily,  it's  peace  now,  or  with  so  many 
stones  you  might  have  good  fun  for  days  in  pelting  the 
enemy's  coast  Once  I  almost  thought  I  nearly  hit  Boney  1 
Then  there  was  looking  for  an  island  like  Robinson  Crusoe  I 
Have  you  ever  found  one  yet,  surrounded  by  water  1  I  re- 
member once  staying  on  the  beach,  when  the  tide  was  flow- 
ing, till  I  was  a  peninsula,  and  only  by  running  turned 
myself  into  a  continent. 

Then  there's  fishing  at  the  seaside.  I  used  to  catch  flat 
fish  with  a  very  long  string  line.  It  was  like  swimming  a 
kite !  But  perhaps  there  are  no  flat  fish  at  Sandgate — except 
your  shoe-soles.  The  best  plan,  if  you  want  flat  fish  where 
there  are  none,  is  to  bring  codlings  and  hammer  them  intd 
dabs.  Once  I  caught  a  plaice,  and,  seeing  it  all  over  red 
spots,  thought  I  had  caught  the  measles. 

Do  you  ever  long,  when  you  are  looking  at  the  sea,  for  a 
voyage  1  If  I  were  off  Sandgate  with  my  yacht  (only  she  is 
not  yet  built),  I  would  give  you  a  cruise  in  her.  In  the 
meantime  you  can  practise  sailing  any  little  boat  you  can 
get.    But  mind  that  it  does  not  flouix&.et  ot  \g^\*  ^^^(^asss^r^ 
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as  some  people  say,  instead  of  "founder"  and  "ewamp."  I 
liave  been  swanijied  myself  by  malaria,  and  almost  foundered| 
which  reminds  me  tliat  Tom  junior,  being  very  ingenioiu^  has 
made  a  cork  model  of  a  diving*  bell,  that  wonH  sink. 

By  this  time,  I  suppose,  you  are  become,  instead  of  a  land* 
boy,  a  regular  sea-urchin ;  and  so  amphibious,  that  you  can 
walk  on  the  land  as  well  as  on  the  watei^-or  better.  And 
don't  you  mean,  when  you  grow  up,  to  go  to  sea  f  Should 
you  not  like  to  be  a  little  midshipman  1  or  half  a  quarter- 
master, with  a  cocked  hat,  and  a  dirk,  that  will  be  a  sword 
by  the  time  you  are  a  mani  If  you  do  resolve  to  be  a  post* 
captain,  let  me  know ;  and  I  will  endeavour,  through  my 
interest  with  the  Commissioners  oi  Pavements,  to  get  you 
a  pust  to  jump  over  of  the  proper  height.  Tom  is  just 
rigging  a  boat,  so  I  suppose  that  he  inclines  to  be  an  Admiral 
of  the  Marines.  But  before  you  decide,  remember  the  port- 
holes, and  that  th(»*e  are  great  guns  in  those  battle-doors 
that  will  blow  you  into  shuttlecocks^  which  is  a  worse  game 
than  whoop  and  hide — as  to  a  good  hiding  I 

And  so  farewell,  young  *^01d  Fellow,"  and  take  care  of 
yourself  so  near  the  sea,  for  in  some  places  they  say,  it  has 
not  even  a  bottom  to  go  to  if  you  fall  ia  And  remember 
when  you  are  l)athing,  if  you  meet  with  a  shark,  the  best  way 
is  to  bite  off  his  legs,  if  you  can,  before  he  walks  off  with 
yours.  And  so,  hoping  you  will  be  bettor  soon,  for  some- 
body told  me  you  had  the  shingles, 

I  am^  my  dear  Duunie, 

Yom:  affectionate  friend, 

Thomas  Hood. 

P.S. — I  have  heard  that  at  Sandgato  there  used  to  be 
hJjstcrs ;  but  some  ignorant  fairy  turned  them  all  by  a  ipell 

hito  IfO/stCTB, 
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DiYORSHiRi  Lopqi,  Nmw  Fxi(OHLxr  9oAS^  f\dy  X,  1844. 

Mt  dear  Jeani^ 

So  you  are  at  Sandgate !    Of  oouna,  wishing  far 

your  old  play-fellow>  M— « —  H ,  (he  can  play, — ^it'e  work 

to  me)  to  help  you  to  make  little  puddles  in  the  Soiiid,  and 
swing  on  the  Gate,  But  perhaps  there  are  no.  sand  and 
gate  at  Sandgate,  which,  in  that  case,  nominally  tells  us  a 
fib.  But  there  must  be  little  crabs  somewhere,  which  you 
can  catchy  if  you  are  nimble  enough,  so  like  spiders,  I 
wonder  they  do  not   make  webs.     The  large  crabs  are 

scarcer 

If  you  do  catch  a  big  one  with  strong  daws — and  like 
experiments — ^you  can  shut  him  up  in  a  cupboard  with  a 
loaf  of  sugar,  and  you  can  see  whether  he  will  break  it  up 
with  his  nippers.  Besides  crab^  I  used  to  find  jelly-fish 
on  the  beach,  made,  it  seemed  to  me,  of  sea-calves'  feet,  and 
no  sherry. 

The  mermaids  eat  them,  I  suppose^  at  their  wet  water- 
parties,  or  salt  $oiries.  There  were  star-fish  also,  but  they 
did  not  shine  till  they  were  stinking,  and  so  made  very  ua- 
celestial  constellations. 

I  suppose  you  never  gather  any  sea-flowers,  but  only  sea- 
weeds. The  truth  is  Mr.  David  Jones  never  rises  from 
his  bed,  and  so  has  a  garden  full  of  weeds,  like  Dr.  Watts's 
Sluggard. 

Oysters  are  as  bad,  for  they  never  leave  their  beds  wil- 
lingly, though  they  get  such  oceans  of  ''  cold  pig."  At  some 
sea-sides  you  may  pick  up  shells,  but  I  have  been  told  that 
at  Sandgate  there  are  no  shells,  except  those  with  passive 
green  peas  and  lively  maggots. 

I  have  heard  that  you  bathe  in  the  sea,  which  is  very 
refireshing,  but  it  requires  care  ^  fox  i{  "jou  «X«j  ^^oiA^  ^^in^isL 
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too  lonpr,  you  may  como  up  a  mermaid,  who  is  only  half  a 
lady,  with  a  fislfs  tail, — which  she  can  boil  if  she  likea.  You 
had  bettor  tr}*  tills  with  your  Doll,  whether  it  turns  her  into 
halfa^dnlHin." 

I  hope  you  like  tho  sea.  I  always  did  when  I  was  a  child, 
winch  was  about  two  years  ago.  Sometimes  it  makes  such 
a  fizzing  and  foaming,  I  wonder  some  of  our  London  cheats 
do  not  buttle  it  up,  and  sell  it  for  ginger-pop. 

When  the  sea  is  too  rough,  if  you  pour  the  sweet-oQ  out 
of  the  cruet  all  over  tV,  and  wait  for  a  calm,  it  will  be  quite 
smooth,— -much  smoother  than  a  dressed  salad. 

Some  time  ngo  exactly,  there  used  to  be,  about  the  part 
of  the  coajit  where  you  are,  largo  white  birds  with  black- 
tipped  wings,  that  went  flying  and  screaming  over  the  sea, 
and  now  and  then  plunged  down  into  the  water  after  a  fish. 
Perliajts  they  catch  their  sprats  now  with  nets  or  hooks  and 
lines.  Dt)  you  ever  see  such  birds  I  We  used  to  call  them 
"gulls," — but  they  didn't  mind  it  I  Do  you  ever  see  any 
])oat8  or  vessels  ?  And  don't  you  wish,  when  you  see  a  ship, 
tliat  Somebody  was  a  sea  captain  instead  of  a  Doctor,  that 
ho  miglit  bring  you  home  a  pet  lion,  or  calf  elephant^  ever 
so  many  parrots,  or  a  monkey,  from  foreign  parts  1  I  knew 
a  little  girl  who  was  promised  a  baby  whale  by  her  sailor 
brother,  and  who  hhilhered  because  he  did  not  bring  it.  I 
Bui>pose  there  are  no  whales  at  Sandgate,  but  you  might 
find  a  seal  about  the  beach;  or,  at  least,  a  stone  for  ono. 
The  sea  stones  are  not  pretty  when  they  are  dry,  but  look 
beautiful  when  Ihey  are  wet^ — and  we  can  always  keep  suck- 
ing them  ! 

If  you  can  find  one,  pray  pick  me  up  a  pebble  for  a  seal. 
I  prefer  the  red  sort,  like  Mrs.  Jenkinses  brooch  and  ear- 
rings, w  hich  she  calls  "  red  chamelion."     Well,  how  happy 
j-ou  DJtuiit  ho  I    Childhood  is  such  ^  \o^o\»^  iwitrY  time  5 
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and  I  often  wish  I  was  two  or  three  children !  But  I  sup- 
pose I  can't  be ;  or  else  I  would  be  Jeanie,  and  May,  -and 
Dunnie  Elliot  And  wouldn't  I  pull  o£f  my  three  pairs  of 
shoes  and  socks,  and  go  paddling  in  the  sea  up  to  my  six 
knees !  And  oh !  how  I  would  climb  up  the  downs,  and  roll 
down  the  ups  on  my  three  backs  and  stomachs !  Capital 
sporty  only  it  wears  out  the  woollens.  Which  reminds  me 
of  the  sheep  on  the  downs,  and  little  May,  so  innocent,  I 
dare  say,  she  often  crawls  about  on  all  fours,  and  tries  to  eat 
grass  like  a .  lamb.  Grass  isn't  nasty ;  at  least,  not  very,  if 
you  take  care,  while  you  are  browsing,  not  to  chump  up  the 
dandelions.  They  are  large,  yellow  star-flowers,  and  often 
grow  about  dairy  farms,  but  give  very  bad  milk ! 

When  I  can  buy  a  telescope  powerful  enough,  I  shall  have 
a  peep  at  you.  I  am  told  with  a  good  glass,  you  can  see  the 
sea  at  such  a  distance  that  the  sea  cannot  see  you !  Now 
I  must  say  good  bye,  for  my  paper  gets  short,  but  not 
stouter.  Pray  give  my  love  to  your  Ma,  and  my  compli- 
ments to  Mrs.  H and  no  mistake,  and  remember  me, 

my  dear  Jeanie,  as  your 

Affectionate  friend, 

Thos.  Hood. 

The  other  Tom  Hood  sends  his  love  to  eveiybody  and 
every  thing. 

P.S.  Don't  forget  my  pebble : — and  a  good  naughty-lass 
would  be  esteemed  a  curiosity. 

DxvoHSHUJi  LoDai,  Niw  Futohlit  Boad,  Jvljf  1,  1844. 

Mt  deab  Mat, 

How  do  you  do,  and  how  do  you  like  the  sea  ?  not 
much  perhaps,  it's  "  so  big."  But  shouldn't  you  like  o^  laiRfc 
little  ocean,  that  you  ooul4  put  m  a  ^«ca^    Xe\.  \^ 

VOL.  X  ^ 


B-avea  ever  run  „ft  -"^"[jfui 

™^^.:  b:;l"'"^•"'■■"«"»^.. 
tie©  vou  h. 


MEM0BIAL8  OF  THOMAS  HOOH.  419 

Tory  nice  to  roll  down,  espeoiallj  if  there  are  no  furze  bushei 
to  prickle  one,  at  the  bottom  1  Do  you  remember  how  the 
thorns  stuck  in  us  like  a  penn'orth  of  mixed  pins  at  Wan- 
stead  )  I  have  been  veiy  ill,  and  am  so  thin  now  I  could 
stick  myself  into  a  prickle.  My  legs,  in  particular,  are  so 
wasted  away  that  somebody  says  my  pins  are  only  needles  : 
and  I  am  so  weak,  I  dare  say  you  could  push  me  down  on 
the  floor,  and  right  thro'  the  carpet,  imless  it  was  a  strong 
pattern.  I  am  sure  if  I  were  at  Sandgate,  you  could  cany 
me  to  the  post-office,  and  fetch  my  letters.  Talking  of 
carrying,  I  suppose  you  have  donkeys  at  Sandgate,  and  ride 
about  on  them*  Mind  and  always  call  them  ''  donkeys,**  for 
if  you  called  them  asses,  it  might  reach  such  long  ears !  I 
knew  a  donkey  once  that  kicked  a  man  for  calling  him  Jaok 
instead  of  John. 

There  are  no  flowers  I  suppose  on  the  beach,  or  I  would 
ask  you  to  bring  me  a  bouquet  as  you  used  at  Stratford. 
But  there  are  little  crabs  I  If  you  would  catch  one  for  me, 
and  teach  it  to  dance  the  Polka,  it  would  make  me  quite 
happy ;  for  I  have  not  had  any  toys,  or  play-things  for  a 
long  time.  Did  you  ever  try,  like  a  little  crab,  to  run  two 
ways  at  once)  See  if  you  can  do  it,  for  it  is  good  fun ; 
never  mind  tumbling  over  yourself  a  little  at  first.  It  would 
be  a  good  plan  to  hire  a  little  crab,  for  an  hour  a  day,  to 
teach  baby  to  crawl,  if  he  can't  walk,  and,  if  I  was  his 
mamma,  I  tootdd  too  1  Bless  him  !  But  I  must  not  write 
on  him  any  more — he  is  so  soft,  and  I  have  nothing  but 
steel  pen& 

And  now  good-bye,  Fanny  has  made  my  tea,  and  I  must 
drink  it  before  it  gets  too  hot,  as  we  all  were  last  Sunday 
week.  They  say  the  glass  was  88  in  the  shade,  which  is  a 
great  age  I  The  last  fair  breeze  I  blew  dozens  of  kisses  for 
70U,  but  the  wind  changed,  audi  aoi  WLm^\^i^^ws^^^^^ 


'»Julj.,lSHaf.„l,„„rio„.i»,.„ 

"..to.  .lV„b„gh„  " 

tail,  on  «..„„<,.,„,.,„  "J 

Dbab  Doctor.  Vismcob  Hoi 

can  f„,h  .,'  "°  '°  """""  '°  "'»  ""■  "ta 
"'"forb.d„,„d.cc«li.gd„^t„„.^_ 

I'  i"  nij  cnrioM  (<.  note    i-  ,1     , 
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oold  punch,  at  such  a  notorioiu  feasting-plaoe  as  Blackwall 
(after  a  glimpse  too  of  GreeDwioh  Hospital-itj),  that  I  ahall 
be  sure  to  meet  you  at  3  o'clock  I  was  going  to  say 
amongst  the  pensionem^  but  as  yet  I  only  know  the  pen 
part  of  it    Loye  to  alL 

Tours  erer  and  ever, 

Thomas  Hood. 

I  have  had  a  little  more  spinning  material  in  me,  the  last 
few  days,  and  have  nearly  done  three  chapters;  but  you 
needn't  tell  Sir  Robert* 

After  a  stay  of  two  months  at  Elackheath,  which  certainly 
restored  his  health  wonderfully  for  a  time,  my  father  re- 
turned to  London.  When  there,  he  found  that  his  friend 
Phillips,  who  had  been  selected  as  the  tutor  of  the  son  of  the 

Marquis  of ,  and  was  staying  at  Brighton,  had  been  run 

away  with,  and  thrown,  while  out  riding.  Mr.  Phillips  was 
a  fellow-sufiferer  with  my  fisither,  and  was  subject  to  hemo- 
rrhage of  the  lunga  He  had  written  some  German  stories  for 
the  Magazine,  one  of  them  about  a  water  spirit,  or  Neck,  to 
which  allusion  is  made,  as  well  aa  to  his  poem,  **  The  Husk 
and  the  Grain.*' 

DlYOHBHIBS  LODOI,   NlW  PnrOELlT  BOADw 

My  dkar  Phillips, 

What  the  devil  do  you  mean  t  Have  you  no  con- 
cern for  the  nerves  of  editors — the  nourishment  of  magazine 
readers?  It  may  be  horse-play  to  you  but  death  to  us. 
What  business  had  you  in  the  saddle  at  all )  Have  I  not 
said  in  print^  that  sedentaiy  persons  have  never  a  good  seatt 

*  It  appears  from  tliia  letter  that  my  father  had  ^^  iMwaft  Vi^MWii^wft  ^ 
this  time  of  tb»  pomaHnhtj  id  his  reoomng  a  i^en&oii.— ^.  '^ 


.w       «T  ^  lA       <AO     111 


J  v/ni 


/I 


tented   with   the   JVfcIc,   crying   " 
break  your  own  1     Is  vour  iieud 
pumpkin,  that  jou  must  go  pitch. 
"  dome  of  thought  and  palace  of  t 
JOU  getting  up — not  content  wit. 
Bpitting  mud  !     And,  plague  take  3 
on  an  earthly  roadster,  when  you  c 
80  celestially  on  Pegasus,  after  his  fe 
Do  you  really  expect,  though  you  « 
will  get  an  equestrian  statue  for  i. 
Cockspur  Street,  or  in  front  of  the  n 
bronze  pony !     Nor  will  you  get  a  sh 
from  "  Hood's  '•  or  "  Blackwood  V*  no 
Sporting  Magazines,  for  going  at  a  ( 
fox !    And  a  father  too,  with  a  baby  f 
lord  to  bring  up !     And  a  friend,  s 

B        ,  a  S ,  and  a  Hood,  and  all 

himself  to  be  kicked  out  of  such  b( 
Philippus,  you  Hoo'-— 
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Lore  :**  but  your  beautiful  poem  was  some  consclation.  It 
has  been  much  admired  by  my  friends.  Don't  get  too 
proud  with  your  Marchionesses  for  the  Muses.  My  bust  is 
modelled  and  cast.  It  is  said  to  be  a  correct  likeness :  two 
parts  Methodisty  to  one  of  Humourist,  and  quite  recognisable 
in  spite  of  the  Hood  all  over  the  face. 

To-morrow  I  take  a  trip  to  Calais,  for  a  day  only,  with 
Fanny,  for  the  sake  of  the  voyage  and  sea  air.  We  are  a 
brace  in  need  of  bracing,  as  you  know.  If  I  can  catch  a  sea- 
horse, I  will,  for  you  to  ride  in  the  Race  of  Portland.  Ward 
accompanies  to  edit  the  main  sheet,  and  return  the  whole 
Packet  if  unsuitable.  I  only  hope  he  won't  be  sick  without 
"  Notice  to  Correspondents." 

Pray  for  us,  and  for  peace ;  for  if  a  war  breaks  out  while 
we  are  there,  the  Magazine  will  be  as  bad  as  blown  up,  and 
I  might  as  well  be  cased  full-length  in  plaster  of  Paris. 

By-the-bye,  have  you  read  the  "  Mysteries  of  Paris  t " 
Very  bad  !  Or  the  **  Amber  Witch,"  which  is  very  good  1 
Or  do  you  read  nothing  but  Burke  and  Debrett  to  the  young 
Peerage  1  Do  you  like  my  novel  t  or  do  you  prefer  Book- 
wood  for  the  sake  of  the  ride  to  York)    advertises 

"  Bevelations  of  London,"  in  imitation  of  the  Parisian  mys- 
teries, of  course  !  Won't  they  be  very  full  of  the  slang  of 
the  Bookeiyl  The  mere  idea  gives  me  the  £ack  Slum- 
hago! 

Write  soon,  and  tell  me  how  you  like  your  new  position, 
and  how  you  live.  Aristocratically. enough  I  guess,  and 
spitting  nothing  under  high  blood.  Your  stomach  a  mere 
game  bag,  or  pot  for  the  preserves,  eh  t  And  some  fine  day 
you  will  come  and  triumph  over  us  with  your  corpulence, 
and  *'  Phillips  me  like  a  three-man  beadle."  For  yon  drink 
the  choicest  of  wines,  of  course — ^your  smallest  beer  old 
double  X  ale.    What  a  chanj^e  for  sea  fiM^i)![iQx\    Ks^^  ^^sc^ 
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you  lie  I  warrant  in  a  down  bed,  with  flaoh  riiMti !  everjr 
one  equal  to  forty-eight  pages  of  superfine  cambrio,  margined 
with  lace  and  hot-pressed  with  a  silver  wanning-pan  I  Never- 
theless, come  some  day  and  see  us — some  day  when  you  are 
ordered  to  live  very  low,  and  then  perhaps  our  best  holiday 
diet  may  bo  good  enough  for  you.  We  are  veiy  poor  and 
have  only  seventy-two  thousand  .a-year  (pence  mind,  not 
pounds),  and  our  names  not  even  in  the  Poet-offioe  Directoiyy 
much  less  the  Court  Guide  I 

Well,  if  it  isn't  too  great  a  liberty,  God  bless  yon !  Mrs. 
Hood  hopes  you  will  forgive  her  offering  her  kind  regards; 
and  Fanny  and  Tom  presume  to  join  in  the  same.  And  if 
you  would  condescend  to  present  my  kind  regards  and 
respects  to  Mr.  S ,  it  would  exceedingly  oblige, 

Dear  Phillips, 

Yours  very  truly,  and  hoping  no  offence, 

Thob.  Hood. 

The  following  letter  was  written  to  the  secretaries  of  the 
Manchester  Athcnaium,  in  answer  to  one  fW)m  them  con- 
veying an  invitation  to  a  toirie  at  that  institution. 

Devonshire  Loms,  New  Fikohlit  Road,  St.  Johk'b  Wood, 

October  1,  1844. 

Dear  Sirs, 

I  should  sooner  have  answered  your  obliging  letter, 
and  the  flattering  invitation  which  it  conveyed,  but  my  state 
was  so  precarious,  that  it  seemed  presumptuous,  without  a 
vim-ning  certain  in  September,  to  speculate  on  a  soirie  in 
Octol)er.  It  w^ould  indeed  afford  me  very  great  pleasure  to 
Ik)  at  the  meeting  on  the  3rd,  but  really  I  have  not  "man"  or 
'^  chest''  enough  for  Manchester;  and  as  for  Mr.  Disraeli,  might 
as  well  hope  for  an  Introduction  to  Beu  \i^  ot  Ben.  Nevia ! 
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For  me  all  long  journeys,  save  one,  are  over.  Recent  expe- 
rimental trips  have  shown  that  I  am  barely  equal  to  water- 
carriage,  and  then  "with  care,"  like  brittle  glass  or  frail 
crockery.  No  sUght  hardship,  while  steam  and  rail  afford 
such  facilities  for  locomotion,  to  be  compelled  to  renounce 
travelling ! — ^to  be  incapable  of  physical  activity  just  when 
young  England  is  promising  parochial  May-poles  and  conntj 
Cricket.  The  truth  is,  I  am  a  confirmed  invalid,  and  almost 
set  in  for  still-life — a  condition  irksome  enough,  and  which 
would  be  intolerable  but  for  the  comfort  and  consolation  I 
derive  from  the  diversions  of  authorship  and  the  blessed 
springs  of  Literature. 

Fortunately  the  head — ^that  has  a  mind  to  it — may  travel 
without  those  pantings  which  beset  spasmodic  lungs ;  the 
thoughts  can  expatiate  without  such  palpitations  as  result 
from  the  excursions  of  the  legs.  Forbidden  to  walk,  there 
is  the  run  of  the  library ;  but  I  have  already  described  the 
advantages  of  books  and  reading,  by  help  of  which  even  the 
bed-ridden  may  enjoy  a  wider  range  than  Captain  Warner's. 
Suffice  it,  that  experience  and  suffering  have  confirmed  my 
former  views,  that,  if  anything  could  aggravate  the  evil  of 
becoming  what  the  Scotch  call  "  a  puir  silly  body,"  it  must 
be  a  poor  silly  mind,  incapable  of  wholesome  exercise, 
without  appetite  for  intellectual  food,  or  the  power  of 
digesting  it. 

And,  as  age  and  accidents  to  the  human  machinery  will 
impair  the  strongest  horse-power  of  health,  whilst  the  fairest 
mercantile  endeavour  may  fail  to  secure  a  fortune,  I  would 
earnestly  forewarn  all  persons  within  reach  of  my  counsel — 
especially  the  young — to  provide  against  such  contingencies 
by  the  timely  cultivation  and  enrichment  of  that  divine 
allotment,  which  it  depends  on  ourselves  to  render  a  flower- 
garden  or  a  dead  waste — a  pleasure-^oxwA  ^SavX^^V^  "Ow^i 
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Graces  and  frequented  by  the  Curies,  or  a  wilderness  luuinted 
by  Satyrs. 

But  I  need  not  dwell  longer  on  these  topics.  Ton  will 
have  a  chairman,*  who,  inspired  by  his  father's  spirit,  will 
discourse  so  eloquently  of  the  pursuits  and  amenities  of 
literature,  and  the  advantages  of  the  Athennum,  that  every 
leg  in  the  hall  will  become  a  member.  In  brighter  colours 
than  mine,  he  will  painty  to  the  ''new  generation"  of  your 
busy  city,  the  wholesome  recreation  to  be  derived  from 
Science  and  Art — ^the  instruction  and  amusement  to  be 
gained  from  works  of  Philosophy  and  Poetry,  of  History, 
Biography,  and  Travels;  and  last,  not  least,  the  infinite 
relief,  amidst  commercial  occupations,  of  alternating  matters 
of  Fiction  and  Factory, 

Pray  accept  my  warmest  wishes  for  the  success  of  your 
toiree,  and  the  permanent  prosperity  of  your  institution,  and 

Believe  me,  dear  Sirs, 

Yours  ever  truly, 

Thomas  Hood. 

The  Hokorart  Sxcbstabiis, 
Soiree  Committee. 

In  this  month,  October,  my  mother  is  again  the  sad 
clironicler  of  illness  and  hard  work.  She  says  in  a  letter  to 
M.  de  Franck  : — 

*'  He  is  now  in  the  midst  of  work  for  the  Magazine ;  be 
only  last  week  resumed  the  labour  of  it — a  friend  did  it  for 
him,  as  he  was  forbidden  even  to  write,  though  he  did  break 
through  the  injunction.  He  was  more  seriously  ill  than 
ever  1  saw  him, — for  three  weeks  in  extreme  danger,  three 
physicians  attending.  Dr.  Elliot  came  daily  ten  miles  to 
see  him,  which,  we  feel,  was  an  extraordinary  act  of  fiiend- 

*  Af r.  I>i8raeli  occapied  the  cYiist  nit  >^<ft  toWie. 
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ship,  with  his  extensive  practice  in  his  own  neighbourhood. 
Hood  suffered  dreadfully  from  spasmodic  shortness  of  breath, 
and  the  doctors  are  astonished  at  his  recovery;  but  he  is 
sadly  shaken  and  reduced  in  strength  He  went  to  Black- 
heath  for  two  months  when  he  was  well  enough  for  removal 
from  home,  and  returned  here  about  a  month  or' six  weeks 
ago.  We  fear  the  clay  soil  of  this  neighbourhood  does  not 
agree  with  him,  and  that  we  must  move  again,  which  we  are 
sorry  for,  as  we  have  a  very  pretty  house,  and  took  it  for 
three  years  from  last  Christmas.  We  are  tiying  to  let  it, 
but  it  is  a  bad  time  of  year;  if  we  succeed  in  getting  rid 
ol  it,  we  think  of  going  into  London  for  the  winter,  to  be 
nearer  the  Doctor  in  case  Hood  should  be  ill  again :  indeed, 
I  am  sorry  to  say  he  is  never  well  now — imable  to  walk  the 
shortest  distance  without  suffering,  and  feeling  every  change 
of  weather.  Last  autumn  (I  mean  1843)  he  went  to  Edin- 
burgh for  a  fortnight.  Since  he  returned  from  Blackheath 
in  September,  he  went  over  to  Calais  by  one  packet  and 
returned  by  the  next,  taking  Fanny  with  him ;  but  it  was 
too  much  fatigue,  and  he  was  not  well  after  it.** 

To  this  letter  my  father  adds  one  of  his  little  cheerful 
postscripts : — 

DSAB  JOHNNT, 

^  Jack's  alive ! "  Three  doctors  could  not  kill  me, 
80  I  may  live  a  year  or  twa  But  I  almost  went  a-fishing  in 
Lethe  for  forgotten  fishes.  You  talk  of  my  excess !  Why, 
I  am  hardly  allowed  table-beer  and  water,  and  never  go  out 
to  balls  !  Now  you  are  in  the  "  John  d'armes,*'  you  ought 
to  come  and  take  a  lesson  of  our  new  police,  who  are  almost 
as  military  as  yours,  and  more  civil  I  suspect  If  you  want 
a  job,  you  shall  mount  guard  at  my  Magazine  and  fight  all 
mj  duela,    Editora  get  into  them  now  «sA  ^^Ek&Tu    \  ^^ 


Demi  Sirt, 

r»y  the  same  post  which  bri 
ceive  a  copy  of  the  Magazine. 

I  cannot  say  how  vexed  I  have  been 
that  you  had  expressed  a  particular  wif 
article  only  reached  me  in  print  on  Fr 
memorandum  on  the  MS.,  which  led  x 
being  unwell,  you  confided  the  coirectio 
Ward ;  and  having  carefully  compared 
MS.,  I  sent  it  to  press,  the  holiday  on  M> 
put  forward  the  printing.     I  earnestly  he 
error  of  any  consequence ;  and  there  was 
to  a  dramatic  sketch,  which  must  make 
in  general  feel  more  interest  in  the  Greek 
commonly  do  in  classic  subjects. 

I  need  not  say  how  highly  I  estimati 
your  great  kindness  and  consideration;  tl: 
^  bering  your  state  of  health  and  probabl 

literary  occupation,  with  wVii/»k  — 
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Pray  accept  mj  heartfelt  thanks  for  this  and  the  great 
interest  you  have  otherwise  taken  in  my  bchal£  I  can 
accept  kindness  from  literary  men,  as  from  relations,  which 
I  could  not  take  from  others,  not  endeared  to  me  by  admi- 
ration, respect^  community  of  pursuit,  and  that  mental 
intimacy  which  far  transcends  mere  personal  acquaintance, 
and  makes  a  name  "  a  household  word." 

K  it  be  true,  as  I  haye  understood,  that  you  have  taken 
leave  of  authorship,  I  shall  reckon  it  no  light  honour  to 
have  had  your  last  words  in  my  magazine : — the  last  act  of 
your  pen  being  devoted  to  a  kindly  and  consistent  purpose. 
But  I  am  not  selfish  enough  to  desire  it  at  the  expense  of  so 
wide  a  circle  as  your  readers.  I  will  not  formally  wish  that 
you  may  write  again  for  the  world,  knowing  that  you  will 
not  be  able  to  help  it  any  more  than  the  flow  of  the  tide, 
should  mental  or  moral  impulse  urge  you  to  work  out  some 
beautiful  fiction,  illustrate  some  great  principle,  or  advocate 
some  good  cause.  But  in  any  case  you  have  richly  earned 
that  dignified  leisure,  with  all  its  delights,  which  no  one 
wishes  you  more  abundantly  or  fervently  than. 

Dear  Sir, 

Your  most  obliged  and  grateful  servant, 

Thos.  Hood. 

I  resumed  the  management  of  the  '^  Magazine "  last 
month,  from  which  you  may  conclude  that  I  am  better — as 
well  probably  as  I  ever  can  be,  frx>m  the  nature  of  my  com- 
plaints. It  is  not  well,  perhaps,  for  me  to  work  so  much, 
but,  besides  the  necessity  for  exertion  from  long  habit,  my 
mind  refuses  to  be  passive,  and  seems  the  more  restless  from 
my .  inability  to  exert  much  bodily  activity.  I  sleep  little, 
and  my  head,  instead  of  a  shady  cham\)eT/v&\^KJb  ^\i^'v>^^ 
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.  ....1  lint.'.       in  tlHJ    JS I  •vein no 
•  «f  till'  Lahouror."      In  the  S|> 
!i  hiboin'cr,  a;::e<l  oi^htoon,  wa 
for  sending  n  threatening  letter 
Hunts — to  Transportation  for 

I  am  able  to  attest  to  tin 
From  the  beginning  of  the  3 
epitome  of  this  case,  had  stood 
fact  the  most  prominent,  on  th* 
study ;  and  I  have  often  heard  1 
his  friends  of  the  actual  'haui 
unhnpi)y  living  victim  of  a  panit 
imprcstiion  which  the  reiterated 
niK)n  me;  and  I  feel  convinced  t 
(those  who  choose  may  attribute 
health)  was  tis  really  im])re8sed  o 
actually  transmitted  by  the  retin 
rogrct  to  say,  failed  to  do  more  tl 
red  tape  by  way  of  reply,  and  I  k 
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as  a  mere  compliment,  which  makes  your  opinion  worth  a 
hundred  criticisms.  I  hope  it  will  do  good  to  all  parties,  to 
me  among  the  rest,  to  be  very  candid — for  I  am  a  Labourer 
too.  I  do  not  think  that  I  have  been  so  exhausted,  as  I 
expected  to  have  been,  in  proportion  to  my  work. 

I  had  not  seen  Ward  since  our  trip  to  Calais  till  we  met 
at  Renshaw's,  on  the  day  of  the  Queen*s  Procession  to  the 
City.  I  concluded  that  he  was  very  busy  in  his  new  abode, 
as  he  has  been,  with  bricklayers,  <&c.,  and  did  not  therefore 
expect  any  help  from  him. 

I  am, 

Dear  Doctor, 

Yours  ever  truly, 

Thomas  Hood. 

DiYovsHiRi  LoDOX,  ScUurdoy,  Nov,  1844. 

Mt  dear  Mrs.  Elliot, 

I  feel  so  much  pleasure  in  your  pleasure,  and  there- 
fore am  so  well  pleased  in  pleasing  you  both,  that  I  could 
not  but  be  delighted  with  your  kind  note.  If  all  who  read 
the  paper  would  but  feel  it  as  you  do,  my  object  would  be 
gained. 

It  was  written  in  very  serious  earnest, — the  case  having 
made  the  strong  impression  on  me  I  have  described.  My 
hope  is  that  the  *'  Times  "  will  take  up  the  subject ;  I  have 
sent  a  copy,  through  a  mutual  friend,  to  the  Eklitors,  also  a 
copy  to  Sir  J.  Graham,  who  has  sent  me  a  formal  acknow- 
ledgment of  the  receipt  I  fear  he  will  do  no  more;  they 
say  he  is  a  cold,  hard  man,  bigoted  to  the  New  Poor  Law. 

Your  friendly  inference  as  to  my  comparative  vigour  is 
correct.  I  am  better  than  could  have  been  expected  from 
the  fag  of  two  months,  and,  this  one,  have  done  more  than 
iisual  And  next  number  is  to  be  a  ooxt  ol  ^^  C»otdcl^  KssqlX^s^ 


I 


o-.vin.i».      runny  nmcli  I 

fur  whicli  pray  thank  the   Doctor,  an 


same." 


Jane,  and  oll^  unite  in  love  to  you, 
with 

Yc 


About  this  time,  aware  of  the  shatten 
health,  and  the  great  uncertainty  of  wl 
further  serious  attacks  of  his  disease,  s 
friends  exerted  themselves  to  place  his 
man,  before  the  govemmenty  as  ground 
pension. 

By  these  means,  not  only  a  future  pi 
in  the   event  of  his  death   to  those 
— what  was   still  more  important — by 
would  be  able  to  relax  his  constant  i 
tions. 
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SniTVOBD,  May  11,  1840. 

•  Dkab  Mrs.  Hood, 

It  is  most  necessary  and  right  that  you  should  be 
correctly  informed  as  to  the  state  of  health  of  your  husband. 
I  hope  the  following  statement  will  tend  to  lessen,  in  some 
degree,  your  great  anxiety  regarding  him, — for  though  I 
cannot  give  you  assurance  of  health  or  safety,  yet  instead  of 
the  vague  and  constant  apprehension  of  great  danger,  with 
which  you  are  impressed  by  anxious  watchiug  of  his  alarm- 
mg  symptoms,  I  can  substitute  a  more  accurate  knowledge 
of  his  disease,  and  the  sources  whence  danger  is  to  be  appre- 
hended, and  (as  a  necessary  result)  of  the  preventive  mea- 
sures, which,  if  they  are  happily  within  your  reach,  may  be 
the  means  of  restoring  him,  if  not  to  perfect  health,  yet  to  a 
degree  of  comfort,  and  freedom  from  actual  suffering,  to 
which  he  has  long  been  a  stranger. 

Your  husband  is  suffering  from  organic  disease  of  the 
heart, — an  enlargement  and  thickening  of  it, — with  contrac- 
tion of  the  valves,  and  from  haemorrhage  from  the  lungs,  or 
spitting  of  blood,  recurring  very  frequently.  There  is  also 
disorder  of  the  liver  and  stomach.  These  diseases  have  been 
greatly,  aggravated  of  late  years  by  the  nature  of  his  pur- 
suits, by  the  necessity,  which,  I  understand,  has  existed,  that 
he  should  at  all  times  continue  his  literary  labours,  being 
under  engagements  to  complete  certain  works  within  a  stated 
period.  The  great  and  continued  excitement  attendant  on 
such  compulsory  efforts,  the  privation  of  sleep  and  rest 
thereby  entailed  on  him,  and  the  consequent  anxiety,  de- 
pression, and  exhaustion  have  had  a  most  injurious  effect  on 
these  diseases,  bringing  on  renewed  attacks,  and  reducing 
him  to  such  a  state  that  he  has  been  rendered  ^tt«tVs|  W- 
capable  of  mental  effort     The  conv\cl\o\i,  \\i«A.\\\«wr5  ^^se^. 

VOL,  X  *^^ 


I 


Tlio  Btatcnicnt  of  these  fiicti 
attacks  of  discaso  are  caused,  ■ 
degree,  by  anxiety,  and  depresaii 
placed  in  auoh  ctroitmstances  t 
pelled  to  work  at  timee,  when  b< 
raally  inciipable  of  mental  exertii 
these  attaclLS,  or  his  recovery  n 
oertain,  and  he  vould  be  capabli 
mental  labour.     On  the  other  ha 
home  down  by  an  overpowering 
exertion,  under  the  greatest  degri 
will  he  be  Uable  to  these  veiy  daii( 

During  the  last  two  months  b 
suffering  ia  the  manner  now  dew 
much  reduced  in  strength  by  h»m 
weeks,  by  venesection,  and  by  otbi 
has  been  unable,  for  many  days  i 
bed.    Of  course  he  has  Ivtnn  ""' 
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The  foregoing  painful  but  powerful  deacription  of  mj 
father's  sufferings  was  strictly  true,  as  seen  by  most  skilfiil 
and  affectionate  eyes.  The  alleviations  he  then  (long  ago !) 
suggested,  had,  from  stem  necessity,  been  found  impossible. 
So  long  as  my  flEtther  dragged  on  his  lingering  life,  so  long  it 
seemed  to  be  ineyitably  and  sternly  foredoomed  to  hard  and 
incessant  toil 

At  the  end  of  1844,  however,  his  disease  seemed  to 
have  reached  a  serious  crisis,  and  it  was  then  felt  some 
effort  was  necessary.  Accordingly  many  kind  and  sealous 
friends  interested  themselves,  and  even  personal  strangers 
came  forward  to  aid  the  project.  Among  others  may  be 
mentioned  the  late  Earl  of  £llesmere(then  Lord  F.  Egerton), 
the  late  Lord  Whamcliffe,  Lord  Houghton  (then  Mr.  R 
Monckton  Milnes),  Mr.  F.  0.  Ward,  and  several  others, 
whose  names  I  cannot  now  trace.  A  semi-official  notice 
was  sent  to  my  father  desiring  him  to  name  either  of  his 
female  relatives,  on  whom  a  pension  might  be  conferred,  as 
his  own  life  was  so  very  precarious.  My  father  'accordingly 
sent  my  mother*8  name: 

I  cannot  find  a  clear  copy  of  his  letter,  but  firom  a 
sketch  of  it,  I  think  the  following  must  be  substantially 
correct 

November,  1841 
Sib, 

In  your  comparative  leisure  at  Brighton,  if  a 
Prime  Minister  has  even  eomparaiinfe  leisure,  you  may  find 
time  to  accept  and  taste  the  grateful  acknowledgments  of 
one,  whom  you  have  served  from  motives  rarely  attributed 
to  such  Patrons. 

Complaints  have  been  often  made  of  the  neglect  of  lite- 
rature and  literary  men  by  the  state  and  its  miniatenu  L 
have  joined  in  them  myself,  but  mt\i  x^lewrQR»  \ft  ^soifiassc^ 


•  lavuurs  to  come." 


^  .i» 


'I 


Such  impressions  have  occasionally 
from  unlucky  oversights,  such  as  I  pr 
the  omisaion,  of  '*  Literatuve  *'  from  tl 
the  Oivio  address,  in  which  it  was  ii 
omission  I  presume  to  say ;  for  what 
obtain  in  society,  that  will  be  an  im 
tinguishes  a  soTereign  from  a  reading  { 
ing  a  reading  people. 

As  an  Author  I  cannot  but  think  it 
causey  that  this  mark  of  your  favour  1 
so  totally  unconnected  with  party  polil 
favourite  theory  of  Government  ia,  **Aji 
and  a  Despotism.** 

As  a  Man,  I  am  deeply  sensible  of 
kindness,  which  have  made  this  "worl 
park-like  to  me,  as  well  as  to  the  peopL 
will  render  the  poor  remnant  of  my  lii 
easier,  thaa  it  could  be  with  the  proej 
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oould  not  resist  the  direct  expression  of  my  sentiments 
as  to  a  *^Fremier  pas  "  which,  instead  of  **  costings"  enriches 
me. 

I  haye  the  honour  to  be,  tc^  iui. 

Thomas  Hood. 

To  THi  RiQHT  Hoir.  Snt  Bobibt  Phl,  Babz» 

Sir  Robert  Peel  acknowledged  this,  in  the  following 
gratifying  and  kind  manner.  The  formal  official  announce- 
ment came  soon  after. 

BBiamov,  November  10, 1844. 
Sir, 

I  am  more  than  repaid  by  the  personal  satisfaction 
that  I  haye  had  in  doing  that,  for  which  you  return  me 
warm  and  characteristic  acknowledgments. 

Tou  perhaps  think  that  you  are  known  to  one,  with  such  mul- 
tifarious occupations  as  myself,  merely  by  general  reputation 
as  an  author ;  but  I  assure  you  that  there  can  be  little,  which 
you  have  written  and  acknowledged,  which  I  haye  not  read ; 
and  that  there  are  few,  who  can  appreciate  and  admire  more 
than  myself,  the  good  sense  and  good  feeling,  which  have 
taught  you  to  infuse  so  much  fun  and  merriment  into 
writings  correcting  folly,  and  exposing  absurdities,  and  yet 
never  trespassing  beyond  those  limits,  within  which  wit  and 
facetiousness  are  not  very  often  confined.  You  may  write 
on  with  the  consciousness  of  independence,  as  free  and  un- 
fettered, as  if  no  communication  had  ever  passed  between 
us.  I  am  not  conferring  a  private  obligation  upon  you,  but 
am  fiilfilling  the  intentions  of  the  Legislature,  which  has 
placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Crown  a  certain  sum  (miserable, 
indeed,  in  amount)  to  be  applied  to  the  recognition  of  public 
claims  on  the  bounty  of  the  Crown.  If  you  will  review  the 
names  of  those,  whose  claims  have  been  a.&xsi\\.\ft^  cskl  «KA»Q3iX 


L 
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of  their  literaij  or  aoientiGc  eminenue,  jon  will   find  u 
unple  0OD6niiation  of  tLe  truth  of  my  ■tatement. 

One  return,  indeed,  I  sliall  tisk  of  you, — that  y<ra  will  giw 
me  the  opportunity  of  tnaking  your  penonal  BcquAiataac«. 
Believe  me  to  be. 

Faithfully  youre, 

ROBEBT  PiKL. 

DsroMmm  Lomi,  Notmit  IX 
Deih  Doctob, 

I  send  you  copies  of  my  letter  to  Sir  K.  Peel,  and 
his  very  kind  reply  just  come  to  hand.  It  is  very  gratifying 
indeed.  I  wrote  to  Lord  F.  Egerton,  but  think  the  Premier 
had  not  yet  seen  it ;  u,  through  our  post  irregularity,  it 
would  not  get  to  Lord  E.  perhaps  till  to-day.  Ward  wu  to 
have  dined  here  with  na  yesterday,  but  he  hod  forgotten  ft 
previoua  engngement,  and  did  not  come.  But  he  was  op 
here  on  Saturday  nighb 

Now  I  have  got  the  ear  of  the  Premier,  what  can  I  do  for 
yoa  1     Should  you  like  to  be  Phyeician  to  the  Forces  I 

I  am  Bony  that  this  oannot  go  to-night,  as  it  is  past  eight, 
for  you  will  be  pleased,  and  I  wish  it  were  sooner,  after  all 
my  leas  agreeable  communications. 

God  bleaa  yon  aU.     We  join  in  love  to  you. 

Yours  ever  truly, 

Tqoa  Hood. 

We  have  sold  twenty  more  oopiea  of  the  Magatine  thia 
mODtL  There  was  a  capital  notice  in  the  "  League,"  on 
Saturday,  which  circulates  38,000.  The  effect  of  it,  tis  yet 
too  soon  to  feel. 

The  official  notification  d  th«  pension  airiTod  later,  and 
nn  u  follows : —  __=^i« 
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YfrnawBALLf  Nommier  19, 18U. 
Sib, 

I  have  the  satiflfaction  of  acquainting  you  that  the 

Queen  has  approved  of  my  proposal  to  Her  Majesty,  that  a 

pension  of  one  hundred  pounds  per  annum  for  her  life  should 

be  granted  to  Mrs.  Hood,  on  the  grounds  mentioned  in  my 

former  oommunication  to  you. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be^ 

Sir, 

Tour  obedient  serrant, 

RoBSBT  Pekl. 

This  grant  will  take  effect  firom  June  last 

DiromniBB  Losos,  Monday  Mondf^,  Now.  17, 1844. 

Deab  Doctor, 

Sir  R  Peel  came  up  from  Burleigh  on  Tuesday 
night,  and  went  down  to  Brighton  on  Saturday.  If  he  had 
written  by  post  I  should  not  have  had  it  till  to-day.  So  he 
sent  his  servant  with  the  following  on  Saturday  night, 
another  mark  of  considerate  attention. 


wanted  to  write  to  Sir  B.  Peel  for  permission  to 

publish  his  former  letter,  but  I  wrote  and  begged  him  not — 
it  was  obviously  a  private  letter ;  and  thou^  Sir  B.  might 
not  refuse,  he  would  take  care  not  to  write  to  me  again  if  I 
merely  used  him  as  a  puffing  advertisement 

The  ^  Labourer"  has  made  a  great  hit,  and  gone  through 
most  of  the  papers  like  the  **  Soug  of  the  Slurt"  I  think  it 
will  tell  in  the  sale  at  the  end  of  the  year.  I  have  been 
very  unwelL  One  day,  Jane  says,  I  looked  quite  greok  I 
don't  wonder,  there  has  been  so  mudi  '^i^'^  vA\  ^^wkch^  ^^ 


My  father  wroU  immediately  t 
i  otter  and  thoughtful  attention,  it 


Sib, 

I  have  to  acknowledge 
gratifying  oommtmioation  and  the  o 
provided  for  mj  receiving  it  on  E 
well  to  be  remembered  at  all  by  a  i 
not  to  be  forgotten  by  him  in  a  "  hi 

I  am  BO  inexperienced  a  penaione 
friend  of  mine,  who  was  made  in  his 
peatman),  as  to  be  quite  ignorant  c 
oases ;  but,  in  the  absence  of  knowli 
be  quite  properto  thank  the  Queen  1 
lilay  I  request  of  your  goodness,  at 
my  humbin  "•■■'  '     "  ' 
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and  perily  firom  knowing  editorifdly,  the  oppression  of  too 
many  "  Commnnicntions  from  Correspondents.'*  But  I  may 
say  here  how  extremely  flattered  I  am  by  your  liberal  jmuse 
and  handsome  judgment  of  my  writings;  nearly  all  of 
which  you  must  have  seen,  if  you  have  read  the  acknow- 
ledged ones.  The  anonymous  only  comprise  a  few  trifles 
and  reviews ;  and  eyen  against  these,  as  a  set-o£^  I  have  had 
my  name  affixed  to  some  pieces  I  had  not  written,  for 
example  a  poem  on  the  Sale  of  the  Stud  of  the  late  King 
Wmiam. 

As  you  have  done  me  the  high  honour  to  seek,  beyond 
this,  my  personal  acquaintance,  I  can  only  say,  I  shall  be 
most  proud  and  happy  to  have  the  pleasure  of  waiting  on 
you  at  your  convenience. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Sir, 

Tour  most  obedient  servant, 

Thomas  Hoon. 

JVb«eai(cr  28. 
DlAB  DOOTOB, 

I  took  last  night  nearly  a  glass  of  wine  in  some 

gruel,  which,  with  a  good  deal  ef  sleep,  has  revived  me. 

My  head  is  dear  (to  begin  with  the  author's  index) ;  the 

fever  heat  is  gone — so  are  the  musicals — the  whistlings 

and  wheesings;  and  I  cough  seldom.     Heart  quite  quiet ; 

this  time  it  seems  to  have  been  blameless.     On  the  whole, 

more  comfortable  than  for  some  time  while  the  attack  was 

breeding. 

I  heard  the  other  day  the  following  hot — very  creditable 

to  the  humbler  class  of  readers.     Holywell  Street,  Strand^ 

is  the  head-quarten  for  cheap,  b\sspl[i<dTXio\]A)  «sA  ^ti«R«c^^ 


'  ■■"■"''  '"»>'0  nothing  t( 
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CHAPTER  VL 

1845. 

Devonahire  Lodge,  New  Finchlej  Boftd — ^Letter  to  Mr.  Broderip — ^'"'^■H 
to  his  Bed  by  aconmnlAting  IllneBses — ^The  Bast  and  Portrait — ^His  last 
Staasafr— His  last  Letter,  addressed  to  Sir  B.  Feel— Sir  B.  Peel's 
Answer  —  His  Last  Illness — Great  Kindness  and  Attention  from 
Strangers  as  well  as  Friends — His  Patience — ^His  Beligioiis  Senti- 
ments—Giren  oTer  by  his  Physicians — His  Sofferin^  during  his  Final 
Attack— His  Death— His  Funeral— His  Will 

DsYovsHXBi  LoDOi^  Niw  Fdighlit  Boad,  St.  Jomr's  Woos^ 

Saturday  (in  bed). 

Mt  dbab  Sib, 

I  ought  to  have  sooner  admowledged  the  receipt 
of  your  note,  with  an  explanation  of  the  cause  of  the  errors 
yon  alluded  to.  The  truth  is,  though  it  may  seem  veiy 
inconsistent  with  my  doings  in  the  Magazine,  for  the  last 
two  months  (say  from  the  15th  Noyember)  I  have  been 
confined  to  my  bed,  and  obliged  to  trust  more  than  usual  to 
the  printers.  Ton  will  easily,  however,  understand  that 
with  a  young  periodical,  and  the  interest  of  another  pro- 
prietor at  stake,  there  «are  efforts  that  I  must  make— -«Yen 
though  bed-ridden;  and  alas,  that  too  many  things  must 
go  undone ! 

I  shall  still  hope  some  day  to  have  the  pleasure  of  making 

your  personal  acquaintance^  if  I  get  ''taken  up "  before  you 

on  purpose,  and  am, 

My  dear  Sir, 

Tours  very  truly, 

Thos.  Boon. 

W.  J.  BlODIBIP,  BSQ., 

Bow  Street  Police  OfSoe. 
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The  Christmaa  number  of  the  MagnzJae  ctime  out,  apart- 
ling  with  fun  aniJ  isemmeat.  "  Mrs.  Peek's  Pudding,"  and 
its  grotesque  ilIiistTntiona,  aiTorded  seasonabla  ChristmM 
amuGcment  at  all  firesides  but  it«  aullior's.  His  own  fomilj 
never  enjoyed  his  quoiut  aud  huraout'ouB  fimcies,  for  thej 
were  oil  associated  with  incmorieB  of  illDesa  and  amietf. 
Although  Hood's  "  Comio  Aimual,"  as  he  himself  used  to 
remark  trilb  pleasure,  wna  in  eveiy  house  soiEod  upon,  and 
almost  worn  out  by  the  fretjiient  handling  of  little  fingora, 
his  own  children  did  not  enjoy  it  till  the  lapse  of  many  yean 
had  mercifully  Eoftened  down  some  of  the  E&d  recoUectioiiB 
connected  with  it  The  only  article  that  I  can  remember 
we  ever  really  thoroughly  relished,  was  "  Mr*.  Gardiner,'  a 
Horticulturnl  Romance,"  and  even  this  was  compoaed  ia 
bed.  But  the  illness  he  was  then  suffering  from  was  only 
rheumatic  fever,  and  not  one  of  his  dangerous  attacks,  and 
he  was  unusually  cheerful.  He  sat  up  in  bed,  dictating  it 
to  my  mother,  interrupted  by  our  bursts  of  irrepresaible 
laughter,  as  joke  after  joke  came  IJrom  his  lips,  he  alt  tiie 
wliile  laughing  and  relishing  it  as  much  as  we  did.  But 
this  was  a  rare— indeed  almost  solitary — instance;  for  he 
could  not  usually  write  so  well  at  any  time  as  at  night,  when 
nil  the  house  was  quiet.  Our  family  rejoicings  were  gene* 
rally  when  the  work  was  over,  and  we  were  too  thankful  to 
bo  rid  of  the  liarnas  and  hurry,  to  care  much  for  the  results 
of  such  labour. 

At  the  time  of  this  last  Christmas — a  memorable  one  to 
11S— ray  father,  baviog  painfully  and  laboriously  finished  bia 

•  Another  reason  ahj  thii  (wMoh  I  Mjil  believe  to  ba  ray  fitter's  moat 
humourouH  production)  wu  to  intanating  to  ni  vae,  that  Iba  beroiae  *ii  a 

ludicrous  pcD-nnd-ink  portrut  oE  Ura.  S, ,  with  whom  «a  lodged  ia 

Elm  Treo  Itowl      Hflrs  iraa  the  "  targe  uid  jietsonil  loVB  "  for  flowere, 

u-hioh  spcike  of  them  u  lifing  Uingi,  uid  idsntified  ket  ma  with  hsr 
garden  implemeati.  — T  "  '~'  '     '  ~~  "  ~  '"■" 
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allotted  task,  took  to  his  bed,  from  whioh  he  was  never 
more  to  arise,  except  as  a  mere  temporary  refreshment  to 
sit  up  in  an  easy-chair,  propped  by  pillows  and  wrapped 
in  blankets.  On  Christmas  Day  he  crawled  out,  for  our 
sakes  more  than  his  own,  into  a  little  dressing-room  next 
to  his  bed-room  for  a  few  hours;  but  it  was  a  painful 
mockery  of  eujoyment  The  cheerful  spirit  that  had 
struggled  so  loug  and  so  bravely  with  adverse  circumstances 
and  complicated  diseases,  was  quelled  at  last;  and  he 
scarcely  attempted  to  appear  cheerful  I  think  at  this  time 
he  first  realised — not  the  certain  ultimate  issue  of  his 
illness,  because  this  he  had  long  known  to  be  mortal,  and 
only  a  question  of  a  few  years — but  the  actual  presence  of 
a  certain  and  near  death*  Now  he  saw  that  a  few  months 
— probably  a  few  weeks — must  end  his  labours  and  sufifer- 
ings,  and  his  life  with  them.  This  he  could  not  but  feel 
keenly,  when  he  saw  that  this  was  the  last  Christmas  we 
were  all  to  share  in  this  world. 

A  letter  from  my  mother  to  Dr.  Elliot,  dated  the  28th  of 
December  (1844),  speaks  of  his  continued  and  increasing 
illness,  now  accompanied  by  faintness  and  shortness  of  breath 
Even  then  his  spirits  seemed  to  have  rallied,  for  in  a  note 
added  to  my  mother's  description  of  his  sufierings,  he  says  : 
"  I  do  not  cough  much,  and  the  breath  is  easier,  but  I  am 
exhausted,  and  in  want  of  sleep,  and  almost  seem  to  have 
what  the  man  called  '  Comus  Yirgiliua* "  My  poor  mother 
added :  "  I  fear,  my  dear  Doctor,  that  Hood  is  very  ill ;  he 
cannot  eat ;  he  will  not  take  wine — it  makes  him  cough.  I 
am  afrud  of  giving  you  trouble  by  saying  all  this,  but  you 
know  his  state  better  than  I  can,  and  he  seems  always  better 
when  you  come.  I  shall  feel  sure  I  am  mistaken  in  thinking 
him  so  ill,  if  you  don't  come ;  and  I  entreat  you  not  to  do 
so  if  I  am  too  anxious,  which  cannot  \>^  ^oxA^x^  ^  ^k^ 
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tnudi  u  my  nerves  are  tried  by  alwaji  beiog  with  him 
tione." 

After  this  he  rallied  a  little  onc«  more,  or  nthor  ntuwd 
up  at  the  call  fur  the  next  number  of  tiio  Mf^^ins.  lie 
never  left  bia  bod  again,  but  had  intervals  oomparatirttljr 
free  from  hia  most  diHtresaing  Bymptoma.  Ho  wiut«^  propped 
up  in  bed,  for  ttiia  number  two  more  chapters  of  "Our 
Family,"  (one  of  bia  best  worka,  uufinisbcd,  alaa !  but  con- 
taining a  character  of  great  Immour,  Catechism  Jack)  ;  "  A 
Letter  from  the  Cape,"  "Domestic  Mesmoriam,"  a  review  of 
"The  Chimes,"  and  an  "Echo"  of  two  pages,  beudei 
drawing  numerous  cuts  for  tail-pieces,  iic 

The  "  Echo "  describes  bis  aittmg  for  bia  bust  to  Ur. 
Edward  Davis.     1  have  quoted  it  entire. 

"  Some  months  ainoo,  Mr.  Edward  Davie,  the  well-Jcnown 
sculptor,  applied  to  me  to  sit  to  him  for  a  bust.  My  vanity 
readily  complied  with  the  request ;  and  in  due  time  I  found 
myself  in  his  etudio,  installed  in  a  crim son-covered  eibow- 
cliair,  amidst  an  assemblage  of  heads,  bard  and  soft,  white, 
drab,  and  stone  ralour.  Here  a  young  ncibleraau,  one  of  the 
liandaomest  of  the  day,  in  painted  plaster;  there  a  beno- 
volenHooking  bishop  in  dear  white  sparkling  marble,  next 
to  a  brown  clay  head,  like  Refined  and  Moist  A  number  of 
unfinished  models,  of  what  Beau  Brumrnel  would  have 
called  'damp  strangers,'  wore  tied  up  in  wet  oloths,  from 
which  every  moment  you  expected  to  bear  a  sneeze  ;  the 
veiled  onea  comprising  a  lady  or  two,  a  barrister,  and  a 
judge.  All  these  were  on  pedestals ;  but  in  the  background, 
on  boards,  stood  numerous  other  busts,  dwarfish  and  gigantic, 
beads  and  slioulders,  bke  Oriental  Genii  comiug  up  through 
the  floor — some  white  and  clean,  as  if  fresh  from  the  waters 
under  the  earth  ;    others  dingy  and  smoky,  as  if  from  its 
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and  others  graye,  or  oTen  frowning  sererely :  with  one 
alarming  face,  reminding  me  of  those  hard  bmtal  coun- 
tenances that  are  seen  on  street-doors. 

''  On  the  mantel-shelf  silently  roared  the  Oapat  of  Lao- 
coon,  with  deeply  indented  eyeballs,  instead  of  the  regulation 
blanks,  and  what  the  play  people  call  a  practicable  mouth, 
Le,  into  which  you  might  poke  your  finger  down  to  the 
gullet;  and  lastly,  on  the  walls  were  sundry  mystical 
sketches  in  black  and  white  chalk,  which  you  might  tmn, 
as  fancy  prompted,  like  Hamlet*s  doud,  into  any  figure  you 
pleased,  from  a  weasel  to  a  whale. 

"  To  return  to  itself.  The  artist,  after  setting  before  me 
what  seemed  a  small  mountain  of  putty,  with  a  bold  scoop  of 
his  thumbs,  marked  out  my  eyes;  next  taking  a  good  pinch 
of  clay — an  operation  I  seemed  to  feel  by  sympathy — ^from  be- 
tween my  shoulders,  clapped  me  on  a  rough  nose,  and  then 
stuck  the  surplus  material  in  a  large  wart  on  my  chest.  In 
short,  by  similar  proceedings,  scraping,  smoothing,  dabbing 
on,  and  taking  off,  at  the  end  of  the  first  sitting,  the  sculptor 
had  made  the  upper  half  of  a  mud  doll,  the  size  of  life,  look- 
ing yery  like  the  '  idol  of  his  own  circle '  in  the  Cannibal 
Islands. 

''At  subsequent  sittings,  this  heathen  figure  gradually 
became,  not  only  more  Christian-like,  but  more  and  more 
like  the  original:  till  finally  it  put  on  that  striking  re- 
semblance which  is  so  satisfactory  to  one*s  wife  and  family, 
and,  as  it  were,  introduces  a  man  to  himself. 

**  An  engraving  'by  Mr.  Heath  from  this  bust  is  intended 
to  form  the  frontispiece  to  the  second  volume  of  this  Maga- 
zine, and  wiU  be  given  with  the  next  number,  should  the 
interval  be  sufficient  for  the  careful  execution  and  finish  of 
the  plate.  The  Address,  that  should  have  been  oflfered  the 
present  month,  will  accompany  the  cmgWiVYii^s   >iJaft  ^s^xs^^ 


At  Ih.  beginning  ot  Ihi.  j.ar  »;  f,ih„ 
•oTcral  oote.  ukiag  .  ,,„„„  __,  ^^  ^^.^^^ 
om  lo  tbe  I,t.  Dr.  Moir  (b.tlt,  kaow,,  „  D 
■ng  «.d  .i„p|.,  „d  «,  ohmclerirtio  of  I 
raiSmiicai,  tb.t  tb.  Memorial,  .odd  kofc  o 
were  omitted. 

De^r  MoiR, 

God  bl,„  j„„  ^  j„^  „^ 
tbese  fe.  b.«i  „  i.  .  |„„|,  ,„„  ,  ^^^^^ 
on  the  brink  ot  foundering,  boing  in  tbe  !«,. 

f  "'"'?■  '»'  "»"Sl>  .»ireriog  in  bodv  , 
So  Mbout  j,„„ing  „y  „i„j.^^_  ;  ,^^^ 

tiil  which,  beheye  me,  dear  Moir, 

YouTB  mofl 

To 
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destined  to  be  realised  here,  but^  his  children  believe,  a  pro- 
phetic foretaste  of  the  hereafter. 

STANZAS. 

Fakiwxll  Life  I  my  aenses  swim 
And  the  world  is  growing  dim  ; 
Thronging  ahadows  cloud  the  lights 
Like  the  advent  of  the  night,  — 
Colder,  colder,  colder  atill, — 
Upward  ateala  a  Tapour  chill — 
Strong  the  earthy  odour  growa-— 
I  amell  the  Mould  above  the  Aoae  I 

Welcome  Life  I    The  Spirit  atrivea  I 
Strength  retuma,  and  hope  reviyea ; 
Cloudy  fears  and  ahapes  forlorn 
Fly  like  ahadowa  at  the  mom, — 
O'er  the  earth  there  cornea  a  bloom- 
Sunny  light  for  aullen  gloom, 
Warm  perfume  for  Tapours  cold — 
I  amell  the  Boae  abore  the  Mould  ! 

It  was  now  an  acknowledged  faat  that  my  dear  father 
could  not  again  rally  fix)m  this  last  illness ;  his  £aithful  and 
tender  physicians  had  reluctantly  given  him  up,  and  he 
knew  it  himself,  and  understood  that  all  human  means  were 
at  an  end,  and  that  death  was  coming  with  slow  but  certain 
steps.  He  had,  for  years  past,  known,  as  weU  as  his  doctors, 
his  own  frail  tenure  of  existence,  and  had  more  than  once,  as 
he  said  himself,  *'  been  so  near  Death's  door,  he  could  almost 
fancy  he  heard  the  creaking  of  the  hinges;"  and  he  was  now 
fuUy  aware  that  at  last  his  feeble  step  was  on  its  yeiy 
threshold.  With  this  knowledge  he  wrote  the  following 
beautiful  letter  to  Sir  Robert  Peel,  worthy  of  being  the  last 
letter  of  such  a  man. 


VOL.X.  ^ 


Wank  GoJ        '  ""'*"''• 

•""''i  w,  J°  '°°'°  «*. 

"""■"mi  in  .?v"'"^' 

••"'"»°«gnlS'"*«»« 
____0«Jbl«j,„^°;'»«p.n«i„„. 
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Whxtihill,  ISiff. 

DSAB  SlBy 

I  must  write  one  line  to  express  an  earnest  hope  that 
it  will  please  God  to  restore  you  to  health  and  strength;  and 
that  you  may  he  enabled  to  apply  your  unimpaired  fiumlties 
to  the  inculcation  of  those  j  ust  and  really  benevolent  doctrines, 
which  are  shadowed  out  in  the  letter  you  have  addressed  to 
me.    With  my  best  wishes,  belieTe  me. 

Dear  Sir, 

Faithfully  yours, 

BoBBBT  Peel. 

My  father^s  devoted  friend,  Mr.  Ward,  meanwhile  edited 
the  Magazine  on  his  behal£  In  the  number  for  the  1st  of 
March,  appeared  the  first  public  announcement  of  my  other's 
hopeless  illness  in  the  following  words  :— 

«THE  ECHO. 

"  We  can  hardly  congratulate  our  readers  on  presenting 
them,  this  month,  with  an  effigy  of  Thomas  Hood's  out- 
ward features,  instead  of  that  portraiture  of  his  mind,  and 
those  traces  of  his  kindly  heart,  which  he  has  been  wont, 
with  his  own  pen,  to  draw  in  these  pages.  And  we  lament 
still  more  that  we  must  add  a  regret  to  the  disappointment 
of  our  readers,  by  communicating  to  them  the  sad  tidings 
that  the  aching  original  of  that  pictured  brow,  is  again  laid 
low  by  dangei'ous  illness,  again  scarred  (to  borrow  an  ex- 
pression of  his  own)  '  by  the  crooked  autograph  of  pain.' 
Tlirough  many  a  previous  paroxysm  of  his  malady,  when 
life  and  death  hung  trembling  in  the  balance^  Mr«  R<y^  Vassi 
worked  on  steadily  for  our  inBtmclioti  wA  %sK»3eKaiSSo^,\ 


>.«ui[n;iie<i   to   desist    from    comji 
ftdmiration  of  the  writer  has  indu 
towards  the  man,  will  have  some  c> 
amidst  his  sufierings,  vbioh  have 
philoaophy  has  noTer  &iled  htm ; 
bed,  as  in  bis  writings  and  in  bis  1 
lighten  the  mebncholj  of  those  an 
laughter  with  their  tears.     We  hai 
nadere  and  the  public,  thus  briefly 
Hood  is  more  serionsly  ill  than  even 
aroiding  to  expren  any  hopes  or  for 
to  prejudge  the  unoertain  issues  of  U 


In  foot  frieadship  and  sympathy  p 
that  skill  oould  do  to  alleviate  his  « 
in  that  reapeot  the  greatest  of  the  It 
iesaed  more.  Loving  &ieuds  were  re 
they  bad  long  done  already;  for 
helped  him  with  aomethinft  even  ■■ 
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eBteem^  was  a  note  oontainiiig  only  these  words  in  a  feigned 
hand, 

A  SHIRT! 

AND   A  BIXOERB  WISH  FOB  HEALTH. 

The  enyelope  oontained  a  bank  note  for  20L  He  rec^yed 
besides  a  copy  of  yery  beautiful  Terses,  also  anonymous.* 

The  very  neighbours  (in  London,  where  next-door  neigh- 
bours are  almost  sure  to  be  strangers)  were  kind  and  into- 

*  Apart  from  the  high  Tslne  thej  hftro  in  our  ejm,  the  lines  are  so 
really  meritorioiu,  that  we  print  them.  If  I  could  place  my  hand  in  the 
hand,  and  look  in  the  fiMse,  of  their  writeTi  I  ihonld  feel  deeply  gratified.— 
T.  H. 

TO  T.   HOOD,  ON  HBARINO  OF  HIS  SICKNESS. 

WiRB  I  in  Hearen,  my  loog  would  be  of  mirth 
When  wings  like  thine  are  upward  spread  to  fly; 

But  ah  1  my  brother,  would  upon  the  earth, 
Hearts  good  and  true  might  beat  eternally  I 

Though  long  from  Life's  idolatry  thine  own 
Hath  doubtless  turned, — serene  e'en  to  the  last. 

Oh,  be  it  kept, — ^to  yield  its  joyous  tone 
And  feel  that  care  dwells  only  in  the  past — 

To  feel  no  aching  roid — ^no  mortal  fears — 

To  feel  no  hankering  after  &ded  joy, 
To  feel  while  piercing  thro'  earth's  mist  of  tears 

**  Thou'rt  nearer  Heayen  now,  than  wheu  a  boy  I  * 

And  an  the  seeds  wo'to  gathered  as  they  fell. 
Rich  frpm  thy  ripen'd  thought,  a  goodly  store  I 

If  thou  must  go^  shall  burst  afresh  to  tell 
How  pure  the  soul  the  predoos  gift  that  bore  < 

'    Poor  comfort  still  for  honest  grief  to  cherish  I 
Poor  bliss  which  memory  alone  supplies  t 
Thank  God  t— our  good  affections  neter  perish^- 
Tho^gh  in  this  world  ot  wm  \^  SjwA  maai^cueaV 


II 


pages  should  cvGr  come  lii'fure  a 
tbem,  it  may  bo  some  little  pleat 
consolation  &nd  pleasure  they  afi 
the  gratitude  hia  children  wiU  i 
them.     About  this  time  he  direc 
the  engraving  from  the  bust  to  1 
aheeta.    This  was  the  same  engn 
froatispiece  to  the  volume  of  seriou 
There  an  two  published  portra 
poBseaung  peculiar  chatacteriBtics,  ai 
s^la     The  original  oil-painting  fh 
was  taken  which  aoocmpanies  the  vc 
wBs  an  admirable  likeness,  the  expre 
oaoght,  and  perhaps,  from  the  dree 
giving  the  beat  general  idea  of  hi 
although  of  necessity  iu  sculpture  t 
is  wanting,  the  bust  iteel^  and  the 
fine  and  remarkable  resemblance  to 
■rery  futhfi.n-  '^ 
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kind  words  inscribed,  and  a  signature,  were  his  dying  legacy 
to  those  who  knew  and  loved  him.  The  number  reached 
upwards  of  a  hundred,  and  the  names  and  inscriptions  were 
written  at  intervals  as  he  found  strength  to  sit  up  in  bed* 
The  clear  delicate  writing  bore,  even  then,  but  little  trace  of 
weakness. 

His  presence  of  mind  was  remarkable,  as  his  was^  I  think, 
naturally,  and  eventually  from  illness,  a  nervous  nature. 
One  night  I  was  sitting  up  with  him,  my  mother  having 
gone  to  rest  for  a  few  hours,  worn  out  with  fiatigue.  He 
was  seized,  about  twelve  o'clock,  with  one  of  his  alarming 
attacks  of  hemorrhage  frt)m  the  lungs.*  When  it  had  mo- 
mentarily ceased,  he  motioned  for  paper  and  pencil,  and 
asked  if  I  was  too  frightened  to  stay  with  him.  I  was  too 
used  to  it  now,  and  on  replying  ''No,"  he  quietly  and  calmly 
wrote  all  his  wishes  and  directions  on  a  slip  of  paper,  as 
deliberately  as  if  it  were  an  ordinary  matter.  He  forbade 
me  to  disturb  my  mother.  When  the  doctor  came,  and 
ordered  ice  to  be  applied,  my  father  wrote  to  remind  me  of 
a  pond  close  by,  where  ice  could  be  procured,  nor  did  he  for- 
get to  add  a  hint  for  refreshments  to  be  prepared  for  the 
surgeon,  who  was  to  wait  some  hours  to  watch  the  case. 
This  was  in  the  midst  of  a  very  sudden  and  dangerous 
attack,  that  was^  at  the  time,  almost  supposed  to  be  his 
last. 

No  words  can  describe  his  patience  and  resignation  amidst 
all  the  fierce  sufferings  of  the  last  month  or  two  of  his  dying, 
as  he  said  himself, ''  inch  by  incL*'    In  the  intervals  between 

*  It  maygiTO  the  reader  eome  notion  of  the  frequency  of  these  attedu  to 
mention,  that  I  wai  to  need  to  them  bb  a  child,  that  I  looked  forward  to  the 
time  when  I  ahoold  be  old  enough  to  spit  Uood,  aa  some  boys  look  forward 
to  the  time  when  they  shall  have  whiskers.  One  of  the  epitaphs  my  father 
suggested  for  himself  was — "Here  lies  one  who  spat  more  Uood  and  made 
more  jmns  than  any  other  man." — T.H. 


and  cousoli;  iia.  My  dour  ii^^ 
StroLigtli  of  a  true  wuniaii'a  dt\ 
that,  after  tbe  uecesaitj  for  conti 
on  ber  «om-out  &Bme.  She  eui 
a  fear. 

It  was  a  lovely  spring,  and  a 
feel  all  he  could  of  it,  drinking  i: 
shine  and  fresh  air,  more  eagerly 
always  loved  all  nature  like  a  oh 
to  the  full  that  rare  &oulty  of  eqjt 
day  or  a  beautiful  flower  can  bi 
mind,  which,  if  it  suffers  keenly,  ei 
said  onc«  to  us,  "It's  a  beautiful 
been  lying  here,  I  have  thought  of 
not  so  bad,  even  humanly  speokin 
it  out  I  have  bad  some  very  ha 
it,  and  I  couid  have  wished  to  sta 
is  all  for  the  best,  and  we  shall  all 

How,  indeed,  micht  «»  "■  - 
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him^  like  the  lady  he  speaka  of  m  his  ''Literary  Remtni- 
Boenoea,"  ''Mr.  Hood,  areyoa  an  Infidel r  mmt  then  haye  felt 
the  force  of  that  practical  faith  and  Christianity,  which  could 
trust  itself  so  readily  and  undoubtingly  to  the  mercy  of  that 
great  Creator,  whose  visible  handwriting  in  His  creation  he 
had  known  and  loved  so  well. 

Moreover,  to  prove  that  this  was  no  mere  "death-bed" 
feehng,  but  the  close  of  a  consistent  human  life,  if  more 
testimony  is  wanting  than  his  works  for  the  good  of  man- 
kind (of  which  he  could  truthfully  say,  on  that  death-bed, 
that  he  "never  regretted  a  line")  i^  I  repeat,  further  evi- 
dence is  necessary  to  refute  some  unreasonable  and  ground- 
less doubts  that  have  rested  on  his  memory,  I  wiU  add  one 
more  proo£ 

As  a  little  child,  my  first  prayer  was  leamt  firom  my 
father^i  lips,  and  repeated  at  his  knee ;  my  first  introduction 
to  the  Bible,  which  he  honoured  too  much  to  make  a  task- 
book,  was  from  spelling  out  the  words  of  the  first  chapter 
of  the  Sermon  on  the  Mount  as  it  lay  open  on  his  study 
table ;  *  my  earliest  lessons  of  the  love  and  beauty,  hid  in 
every  created  thing,  were  from  the  stores  of  his  observant 
mind;  and  my  deepest  and  holiest  teachings,  too  sacred  for 

*  This  wM  a  large  copy  of  the  BiUe^  in  i^ch,  as  in  a  oone^onding 
Prayer  Book,  are  written  the  words  : — 

*'Jamm  Hood, 

<<The  Gift  of  her  Husband 
"1880.  "Thomas  Hoon." 

In  the  Bible  are  inscribed,  in  accordance  with  the  beantifal  old  custom^ 
which  if  Tiewed  in  a  right  spirit  has  nothing  irreverent  in  it,  the  date  of 
my  fsther  and  motlier's  marriage,  and  the  birtiis  and  baptismB  of  their 
children.  People  in  those  days  thought  it  no  sin  to  chronicle  these,  the 
meet  important  eyents  of  their  liyes,  in  "The  Book"  which  augfU  to  be 
their  daily  help  on  their  earthly  path,  as  well  as  their  guide  to  one 
immortal — F.  ¥,  BL 


be  set  at  rest  fur  ever,  hy  the  si 
ijf  tliose  w)io  knew  him  longest 
against  the  profeasedlj  religious 
mere  garb  of  piety,  instead  of  cha. 
of  sins,")  becauBO  ao^'thing  falsa  o 
discordant  Dot«  on  his  sense  of 
always  uplifted  in  the  cause  of  1 
when,  as  we  are  told  by  words  t 
merciful   shall    inherit  a  blessing,' 
fiiilings  shall  receive  that  mercy  he 
others. 

In  the  nomber  of  the  Magazine  w1 
of  April,  the  following  notice  was  ini 

THOMAS   HO' 

"  It  ii  with  a  heavy  and  an  aohii 

these  pages,  that  have  so  often  reflt 

our  beloved  Editor,  and  the  calmi 

thoughta,  with  **•- 
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imagery,  in  his  rare  fiacolty  of  terse  incisive  language,  in  his 
power  and  pregnancy  of  thought, — ^and  in  his  almost  Shak- 
spearian  versatility  of  genius,  great  in  the  few,  but  noble 
works  he  leaves  behind,  greater  still,  perhaps,  in  those  he 
will  carry  unwritten  to  his  early  tomb.  It  is  this  indeed 
which  principally  afflicts  him :  the  Man  is  content  to  diei 
he  has  taken  leave  of  his  friends,  and  forgiven  his  enemies 
(if  any  such  he  have),  and  ''turned  his  face  to  the  waU;" 
but  the  Poet  still  longs  for  a  short  reprieve,  still  watches  to 
snatch  one  last  hour  for  his  art;  and  will  perhaps  even  yet, 
once  more,  floating  towards  the  deep  waters  of  eternity,  pour 
out  his  soul  in  song." 

From  this  time  my  father^s  sufferings  increased  daily; 
dropsy,  from  sheer  weakness,  having  supervened  on  his 
already  too  numerous  diseases.  Days  of  exhaustion  suc- 
ceeded nights  of  agony  and  sleeplessness,  till  it  seemed 
marvellous  that  the  attenuated  frame  could  hold  out  The 
trial  was  the  greater  for  that  there  were  no  alternate  douds 
of  hope  and  fear,  to  relieve  by  their  very  change :  all  was 
one  dark  leaden  hue  of  utter  hopelessness. 

My  dear  father  was,  at  times  during  his  illness,  delirious 
with  pain ;  his  mind  was  ordinarily  quiet  and  tranquil,  and 
these  times  seemed,  like  transient  mists,  though  hiding  for 
a  time,  to  dear  off  effectually  at  last.  We  shall  never 
forget  one  night,  when  his  mind  was  wandering  in  this  way, 
his  repeating  Lady  Naime's  lovely  words, 

"  I'm  'weftrin'  awa',  Jean,* 
Like  mow  wreathi  in  thaw,  Jean  I 
I'm  weazin'  awa' — 

To  the  land  o' the  leal! 

*  It  will  be  oboeired  that  mj  mother's  name  wai  Jane.  In  the  original 
the  lines  are  addrened  to  "John,"  but  in  the  general  yenion  to  "Jean,'* 
an  alteration  made  on  the  sappoeition  that  the  poem  wia  h^  Bveu^ — 


loiiL-liiu-  lone,  to   ivliidi   the   U 
ntruiig  miiiil  gave  iiiUitioual  patl 

These  occasional  obBcariogB, 
Beldoni,  ftnd  towards  the  last  h 
.collected  as  in  bis  best  days. 

Maj  was  an  eventful  month  to 
23rd  of  Ma;  1799;  married  on  t 
the  Ut  of  May  1845 — May-day — 
the  Srd,  be  died;  and  on  the  10th 
Thursday  evening,  May  Ist,  he  seen 
bimBelf  to  be  dying,  he  called  ns  i 
my  little  brother,  just  ten  years  oU 
us  his  laat  blessing,  tenderly  and  f 
clasping  my  mother's  band,  he  aai 
forgive  all,  o^  as  I  hope  to  be  forgi' 
time  calmly  and  peacefully,  but  br 
difBculty.  My  mother  bending  ov 
&ii)tly,  "0  Lord  !  say.  Arise,  take  i 
me  I"     Hi«  '"•*  ^ 
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Comer,*  Westminster  Abbej;  but  this  notion  was  speedilj 
abandoned,  and  the  first  and  wisest  plan  carried  out  of  laying 
him  in  Kensal-green  Cemeteiy.  His  funeral  was  private 
and  quiet,  though  attended  by  many  who  had  known  and 
loved  him.  Sir  Robert  Peel  would  have  attended,  but  was 
prevented  by  stress  of  publio  business.  My  dear  father's 
nearest  and  dearest  friends,  inoluding  Dr.  Elliot,  Dr.  Robert 
Elliot,  Mr.  Ward,  and  several  others,  with  his  little  son,t 
followed  him  to  the  grave  as  mourners. 

Eighteen  months  afterwards,  his  faithM  and  devoted  wife 
was  buried  by  his  side.  A  painfiil  disease,  originally  induced 
by  the  long  anxiety  and  &tigue  of  nursing  him  through  his 
long  illness,  was  accelerated  by  his  loss.  The  husband  and 
wife,  who  during  their  troubled  and  sorrowful  lives,  had 
never^  since  their  marriage,  been  so  long  divided  before,  were 
soon  re-united. 

I  only  really  felt  the  peculiar  fitness  of  the  choice  of  his 
last  resting-place  in  its  fullest  foree,  when,  two  years  ago,  I 
visited  the  grave,  now  covered  by  the  noble  monument 
erected  by  public  subscription.  It  was  a  lovely  morning, 
just  watered  by  a  few  fitful  showers — ^the  relics  of  April — 
which  a  May  sunshine  was  now  lighting  up.  The  pink  and 
white  petals  of  the  ohesnut  blossoms  strewed  the  path,  and 

*  This  arose  from  the  misteken  notion  that  Rnglifcnd'i  Abbej  ma 
intended  as  the  last  resting-plaoe  of  her  men  of  genius,  and  not,  as  is  the 
case,  for  any  one  who  is  willing  to  pay  abont  £200  in  fees.  Is  it  not  a 
grand  thought,  surpassing  Addison's  solemn  meditations,  that  any  hnmUe, 
nameless,  titleless,  unknown  man,  may  elbow  Chancer,  Spenser,  Diyden, 
Jonson,  and  Prior  in  Poets'  Comer — always  provided,  he  have  £200  or  so 
to  pay  his  way  with  I — T.  H. 

t  I  hare  a  perfect  recollection  of  the  funeral,  and  of  the  unfeigned 
sorrow  d  those  kind  and  beloved  friends  who  attended  it  It  was  a  beau- 
tiful spring  day,  and  I  remember  it  was  noticed  that  just  as  the  service 
condnded,  a  lark  rose  up,  mounting  and  singing  over  our  heada.  Tl&^ 
was  is  the  middle  at  the  daj.^T.  H. 


ij 


._,  ...M5  niRTc,  wc  felt,  could  h 
liave  wislicd  liis  last  resting- jiliice  to 
And  now  our  task  is  finished:    h 
only  those  know,  who  have  undert 
foel  hov  inadequate  all  our  efforts  b 
fragmentary  chronicle  worthy  of  our 
at  beet,  but  a  ffunt  shadow  of  what  hi 
memoriee,  and  wanting  in  the  light  a 
make  them  intereeting  to  the  general 
humbl}'  tried  to  do  our  beat  with  the  i 
diiffoeaL     In  all  caaes,  the  blame  and 
Teiy  justly  upon  us,  but  we  shall  han 
ranee.     It  has  been  our  moat  solemn  a 
that,  if  in  these  Memorials  we  oould  a 
fresh  lustre  on  that  honoured  memory,  e 
shall  hare  been  inserted  that  can  for  a 
hurt  any  one  living.     It  is,  if  only  th 
what  would  have  been  the  wish  of  his  lo' 
The  following  was  written  by  my  fo' 
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in  recognition  of  their  brotherly  and  sisterij  afifoction  and 
kindness. 

My  **  Knight's  Shakspere,"  for  a  like  reason,  to  dear  Robert 
EUiot 

Ghauoer  or  Froissart,  as  he  may  prefer,  to  T.  Beseigh. 

Ward,  Harvey,  Phillips,  and  Hardman,  to  select  a  book  a- 
piece  for  remembrance. 

"*  Nimrod's  Sporting  "  to  Philip  de  Franck. 

All  else  that  I  possess,  I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  dear 
wife,  to  be  used  for  her  benefit  and  that  of  our  dear  children, 
whom  Qod  bless^  guide,  and  preserre. 


y^-k^^  >H^/S^e.«.>«^  ^£-<^  ^^6^c^.^ 


CHAPTER  XIV. 


Public  Snbscriptioii  for  the  erection  of  a  momunent — ^Inmigimted  Jul? 

1854— Oration  of  Mr.  Monckton  BOlnes. 

In  the  September  or  October  of  1852,  what  the  children 
of  Thomas  Hood  had  long  planned  to  do  in  a  modest  and 
unpretending  manner,  was  undertaken  by  the  public.  Some 
sweet  lines,  by  Miss  Eliza  Cook,  drew  attention  to  the  feet 
that  no  tombstone  marked  the  poet's  grave.*     A  public  sub- 


•  The  foDowing  lines  appeared  in  "Punch "  ahortibr  after,  and  an,  I 
believe,  from  the  pen  of  my  father's  old  friend,  Mr.  Mark  Lemon  :~ 

"  Oire  Hood  a  tombttone,  'tis  not  much  to  give 
To  one  who  stirred  so  oft  our  smiles  and  tears ; 
But  why  a  tomb  to  one  whose  lines  will  U^ 
Hif  nohlett  monmnent  to  alter  7«Kn\ 


Iicod  boftirc  meiitinuetl,  iijdcii  t)i 
Hoiioniry  Secretary,  Mr.  John  1 
the  matter  veiy  much  was  due, 
Mrirtunce  requiute  for  this  Chap 
and  letters  collected  by  him  ftt  th 


••  To  which  I  ■ntwvr,  Uut  in  tima 

Times  of  man  sqn&l  loU  and  j 

Till  wotkcn  TDhj  not  iMk  in  T»i 

Who  plcftded  one*  to  moringly 

"  If  mubU  mwk  tho  ■oMIbt'i,  itot 

It  monnmenta  adorn  hii  pbce  c 

WhoM  hud  atrnck  off  Um  fatten 

And  hit  who  might  ont  lor*  in 

"  Did  h*  not  Egbt  for  toil'i  Md  Mm 

Wu  not  Ait  Toice  loud  for  the  i 

Tm  not  kt  potent  to  &mst  the  lb 

Of  Oi^lal,  ud  I^honr'i  dwpw 
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the  length  to  which  the  Memorials  haye  extended  will  not  per- 
mit quotations  from  the  letters  of  the  late  Lord  Maoaulaj,  the 
late  Lady  Morgan,  Barry  Ck)mwall,  Dr.  Mackaj,  Mr.  Macreadj, 
and  other  distinguished  names.  The  late  Mr.  Thomas  De 
Quinoey,  and  the  late  Miss  Mitford,  old  friends  of  my  father's, 
wrote  most  touching  notes,  and  the  late  Duke  of  Devonshire 
enclosed  a  donation  worthy  of  his  generosity,  *  in  a  letter 
marked  with  the  greatest  feeling  and  kindness. 

Mr.  Longfellow  also  wrote,  saying  at  the  close  of  his  letter : 
''Poor  Mrs.  Hood  and  the  children,  who  have  lost  him! 
They  will  have  forgotten  the  stranger,  who  called,  one 
October  morning,  with  Dickens,  and  was  hospitably  enter- 
tained by  them.  But  I  remember  the  yisit,  and  the  pale 
face  of  the  poet,  and  the  house  in  St.  John*s  Wood.'' 

My  mother  had  been  dead,  as  has  been  described,  many 
years  before  this  was  written,  but  the  children  of  Thomas 
Hood  had  not  forgotten,  nor  will  they  ever  forget,  the  yisit 
of  one,  in  whom  their  father  had  taught  them  to  admire  a 
poet  of  sympathies  akin  to  his  own. 

At  the  commencement  of  1853,  the  subscriptionB  had 
swelled  to  a  considerable  amount,  having  been  increased  by 
the  proceeds  of  "  An  Evening  with  Hood,*'  (an  entertainment 
suggested  by  the  well-known  Geoi^  Grossmith)  and  other 
lectures  of  a  similar  descriptioa 

It  was  now  determined  to  apply  to  the  sculptors  for  a 
design.  On  this  point  no  more  need  be  said  than  that  the 
choice  of  the  Committee  fell  on  Mr.  Matthew  Noble, — a 
decision  which  the  verdict  of  the  country  has  since  endorsed, 
on  more  than  one  occasion,  and  which  a  visit  to  the  monu- 
ment cannot  fail  to  ratify. 

On  the  18th  of  July,  1854,  the  completed  monument  was 
unveiled,  at  Eensal  Green,  in  the  presence  of  a  number  of 
friends  and  admirers  of  the  dead  Poet,     liti  otv».\lvci^  ^mnc^ 

VOL.  X  Vi 
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erected,  and  from  that  time  it  has  been  freqaentlj  viiited 
by  the  Poet's  fnends  and  admiren;    and  it  i>  a  unoeie 
pleasore  to  his  children  to  think  the;  are  so  nomerouB. 
Htt  wai^  indeed,  (to  quote  the  words  of  a  periodioal  speak- 


ing of  the  inauguration  of  the  monument)  one  "of  gentle 
heart  and  open  hand  1  Foe  to  none  but  the  bigot,  the 
pedant,  and  the  quack  1     Fnend  V>  V^«  tnK^n&i^,  Na  '^ca 
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eorevorn,  ftod  the  ueedj ;  to  the  viotima  of  a  cruel  greed,  to 
&11  that  are  desolate  and  opprened, — Hood,  tlw  geaeioui, 
kind,  aod  truet" 

There  remains  bat  one  more  task  to  perform,* — tea  a 
task  than  a  pkaaure.  It  is  to  thank  those  who  have,  in 
variouH  ways, — either  by  the  loan  of  lettera,  the  gift  of 
memoranda,  or  otherwiae^ — aaauted  in  the  compilatios  of 
these  Memorials. 

*  Althoogh  not  immadlatel;  osonecUd  with  the  lubject  at  Uuw  Hcmo- 
rUli,  *e  moat  not  paa*  vnauticed  Iho  gtDerons  mbKiiption  enUnd  iata 
■boitly  ftft«r  ODi  f«ttier'»  doth  for  tbe  tappart  of  hli  vida«  kiid  far  hU 
orphu  childna.  Knr  would  it  M«Di  giscioiu  to  omit  mention  that  in  1847, 
kfUr  onr  motber's  deatb,  tlw  peniion,  origiiuill;  |i«nt«d  M  bar  b?  Str 
Robert  FhI,  «u  raiiTed  in  our  taroar  bj  the  Usdaes  of  Lord  John 
Kocsoll,  aa  loon  u  it  waa  nggeited  to  bim  b;  fame  oonudenta  friand* 
to  whom  Sir  Bobcrt  Peel,  the  oobleit  patron  UMnton  hu  knowa,  poiatRl 
out,  nnaiked,  ■  prHsdent  on  vtueb  to  found  tfaeii  application.  Pn  Uhps 
initaucei  of  tbe  generoii^  uiil  kiudl;  feelioi;  ve  btTC  had  eElaided  to  b* 
for  ODI  father'*  die,  we  ratnin  osr  eameat  thanka 


THE  SAUSAGE  MAKER'S  OHOSIL 

▲  LOHDow  laaniB. 

SomwHBRB  in  Leather  Lane— 

I  wonder  that  it  was  not  Mincing^ 
And  for  this  reason  most  oonyinoing^ 
That  Mr.  Brain 
Dealt  in  those  well-minced  cartridges  of  meat 

Some  people  like  to  eat — 
However,  all  such  quibbles  overstepping^ 
In  Leather  Lane  he  lived ;  and  drove  a  tnd0 
Li  pordne  sausages,  though  London  made^ 
CalTd^Epping.*' 


Bight  brisk  was  the  demand. 
Seldom  his  goods  stayed  long  on  hand. 
For  out  of  all  adjacent  courts  and  lanas, 
Toung  Irish  ladies  and  their  swains— 
Suoh  soups  of  girls  and  broths  of  boys 

Sought  his  delicious  ohain% 
Preferred  to  all  poloniefl^  saveloji^ 
And  other  foreign  toys — 
The  mere  chance  passengeni 
Who  saw  his  **  sassengen^" 
Of  sweetness  undeniable^ 
So  deek,  so  mottled,  and  so  **  fnMe^ 
Stepp'd  in,  fozgetting  eVry  other  though^ 

And  bou^t. 


I '  1/  9f 
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His  anxiouB  Wife  in  Tain 

Placarded  Leather  Lane, 
And  all  the  ftaburba  with  deecriptiTe  bilLi» 
Such  as  are  iflsaed  when  firom  homes  and  tilli 
Clerks,  dogs,  cats^  lunatics,  and  children  roam; 
Besides  advertisements  in  all  the  journals^ 

Or  weeklies  or  diumals^ 
Beginning  **  Lbit  his  Homb" — 
The  sausage-maker,  spite  of  white  and  blaok. 
Never  came  back. 


Never,  alive  I — But  on  the  seventh  nighty 
Just  when  the  yawning  grave  its  dead  releases^ 
Filling  his  bedded  wife  with  sore  affiri^t 
Li  walk'd  his  grisly  Sprite^ 
Li  fifty  thousand  pieces  1 
'<OMa]7l"8oitseem'd 
Li  hollow  melancholy  tone  to  say, 
Whilst  thro'  its  aiiy  shape  the  moonlight  gleam'd 

With  scarcely  dimmer  ray,^ 
'*  0  Mary  1  let  your  hopes  no  longer  flatter. 
Prepare  at  once  to  drink  of  sorrow's  cup-* 
It  ain't  no  use  to  mince  the  mattw 
The  Engine's  dhopp'd  ma  19 1" 


THE  EOHO^ 

OoB  beet  thanks  are  due  to  a  Con«poiident  who  signs 
himself  "CiTifl."  The  writer  of  the  Letter  in  the  "Britannia" 
newspaper,  who  accueed  ws  of  raTouring  inoendiariBtn,  evi- 
dently did  not  put  forward  bis  true  objection  to  our  article, 
He  is  prohahly  a  wholeeale  dealer  in  cheap  ahirts  or  em- 
broidered shawls— and  a  lineal  descendant  from  Mrs.  Brown- 
rigge,  of  atrociuuB  memory. 

To  "  P.  R."  There  was  a  trial  of  a  labourer  for  sending  a 
threatening  letter,  very  similar  to  that  of  Gifford  White, 
recently  reported  by  Judge  Aldersou.  But  the  sentence  was 
very  different— ten  years"  transportation. 

We  must  refer  "Maria"  to  her  French  and  EnglUh 
Dictionary  for  the  translation  of  "la  Belle  Poule."  It 
seems  to  mean  the  bell-pulL 

To  "N.  N."  The  most  oharaoteristio  "  Mystflries  of  Lon- 
don" are  those  which  have  lately  prevailed  on  the  land  and 
the  river,  attended  by  oollisions  of  Teasels,  robberies,  assaults, 
aooidenta,  and  other  features  of  Metropolitan  interest.  If 
N.  N.  be  ambitious  of  competing  with  the  writers  whom  he 
names,  let  him  try  his  hand  at  a  genuine,  solid,  yellow  No- 
vember fog.  It  is  dirty,  dangerous,  smoky,  stinking,  obscure, 
unwholesome,  aud  &vourable  to  vice  and  violence. 

P.  W.  Too  pohtical  for  ua — ^but  might  suit  the  columns 
of  our  friend  Punoh. 

A.  Too  personal.  He  ought  to  know  better  than  to  send 
euoh  shells,  which  are  only  fit  for  burial  in  Woolwich  Marshefl, 
to  a  Magazine. 


A  DBKAM.  m 

[Doling  this  year  my  fiither't  pen— guided  now  hj  a  biad  weaksnid 
by  increaeing  illneee— was  employed  entirely  in  the  serrioe  of  his 
own  Magarine— with  one  exception.  Th«t  ezceptum  was  in  ftrma  of 
**  Punchy"  for  which  he  wrote  the  following  poem,  an  sDnsiiA  to  a 
well-known  incident  in  the  State  Trials  in  Irelaod.] 


A  DREAM. 

'TwAB  night — ^the  Qlobe  was  folded  up, 

(Thaipaper,  not  the  earth,) 
And  to  its  proper  shelf  restored 

The  fairest  ''  Maid  of  Perth  :** 
But  still  with  strange  intrioaoj 

The  things  that  I  had  read — 
The  Irish  News,  the  Scottish  Tale- 
Kept  running  in  m  j  head ; 
While  over  all  a  sort  of  mist 

Began  to  slowly  <sreep, 
The  twilight  haze  of  Thought^  before 

It  darkens  into  Sleep ; 
A  foggy  land  where  shady  shapes 

Kept  stirring  in  the  g^m. 
Till  with  a  hint  of  brighter  tint 

One  spot  began  to  bloom. 
And  on  the  blank,  by  dreamy  pranl^ 

saw  a  Figure  tall. 
As  viyid  as  firom  painted  g^ass^ 

Projected  on  a  wall  1 

The  £Btce  as  well  as  I  oonld  trace, 
Two  spaikling  eyes  were  there^ 

Black  as  the  beard,  and  trim  moustache, 
And  curling  head  of 


m 


Were  ruddy  aB  if  b, 
Of  Buu  or  gloniog 


Hi>  dreaa  vu  buff,  o 

And  belted  at  the 
A  ouriouB  dii:k,  for  sti 

Wu  m  th«  girdle  p 
Beside  a  sort  of  pouch 

Of  aome  wild  oreatu 
To  Btfelf  hold  his  aton 

Or  Bilver  ooin  therein 
Bnt — middenly  his  doul 

To  one  of  bri^^ter  hi 
A.  J6tUn  &ir  and  anpeii 

Of  doth  of  amre  blm 
Slssli'd  front  and  baok ' 

Embroidei'd  o'er  and 
With  sable  silk,  as  used 

The  •»-="-'  ■■ 
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His  oottt  of  bu£Py  or  aEure  stuf^ 

Became  a  hauberk  brig^t^ 
No  longer  ga j  in  his  arra j, 

But  hamess'd  for  the  fight ! 
Huge  was  his  frame,  and  musculai^ 

Indicatiye  of  strength  : 
His  bosom  broad,  his  brawn j  arms 

Of  more  than  common  length ; 
And  well  the  sturdy  limbs  might  be 

So  sinewy,  stark,  and  strongs 
That  had  to  wield  in  battle-field 

A  sword  so  broad  and  long  t 
Few  men  there  were  of  mortal  mouldy 

Although  of  warlike  trade, 
But  had  been  rash  to  stand  the  orsah 

Of  that  tremendous  blade ; 
And  yet  aloft  he  swung  it  oft^ 

As  if  of  feather  weight, 
And  cut  amid  the  emp^  air 

A  monstrous  figure  eight ; 
Whilst  ever,  as  it  deft  the  wind, 

A  whisper  came  therewith, 
That  low  and  clear,  said  in  my  ear, 

<' Behold  the  Fighting  Smith  l**  * 

And  lo !  another  **  change  came  o'er 

The  spirit  of  my  dream  :** 
The  hauberk  bright  no  longer  shone 

With  that  metallic  gleam- 
No  ruddy  yisage  fumace-scorbh'd, 

With  glowing  eyes,  was  there^ 

•  FM{iSoot^f"MrMiidQC¥«\h.** 


'>niifromhi.bra,„j,|„ 

Orw>uiid,mb.ttl,d, 

''"■~"j'«'kf»r«.bbi, 

Dei>.ncl„t,Hi,b,|(_ 

««'i|fl.tb„dbo™„„b„ 

■*»f'M..l..poi.Sr« 
°tui  in  mr  ear  th        . 
»*oldU»R84«^an 
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lit  has  been  no  eaay  task  to  amiige  theMLowing  fSngiiMntaiyTeneB, 
as  they  were  very  roughly  written  in  the  original  MS.  The  last  four 
lines  are  given,  though  very  uufinishod,  as  they  afford  some  hint  as  to 
the  probable  intention  of  the  Poem.  After  due  considenition,  I  am 
led  to  think  it  belongs  to  this  year,  as  well  as  Um  fti^ment  which 
aucceedsit] 


THE  LAY  OF  THE  LARK. 

With  dew  upon  its  breast 

And  sunshine  on  its  wing, 
The  lark  uprose  from  its  happy  nest 

And  thus  it  seemed  to  sing  : — 
"  Sweet,  sweet  1  from  the  middle  of  the  wheat 

To  meet  the  morning  gray, 
To  leave  the  oom  on  a  merry  mom, 

Nor  have  to  curse  the  day.'* 
•  *  •  •  • 

With  the  dew  upon  their  breast, 

And  the  sunlight  on  their  wing. 
Towards  the  skies  from  the  furrows  rise 

The  larks,  and  thus  they  sing  : — 
''  If  you  would  know  the  cause 

That  makes  us  smg  so  gay, 
It  is  because  we  hail  and  bless, 

And  never  curse  the  day. 
Sweet,  sweet  I  from  the  middle  of  the  wheat 
{Where  hurh  <njar  oalUno  brood) 

Where  we  were  hatdi'd,  and  fed 
Amidst  the  com  on  a  very  merry  mom 
{We  never  starve  for  food,) 

We  never  starve  for  bread  1" 
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No  nble  beierd,  no  tiim  momtadi^ 

Norheadof  raren  hair; 
No  iteel J  01^  with  plamie  mKjhMf^ 

No  bonnet  imall  or  big ; 
Upon  hia  farow  there  aettled  now 

A  curly  powdered  Wig ! 
Beneath  the  ohin  two  oambrio  basda 

Demnrelj  dropped  adown ; 
And  ftom  hia  brawn  j  ehoolden  hnng 

A  black  forenaio  gown. 
No  mail  beneath,  to  guard  from  deatl 

Or  woundfl  in  battle  dealt, 
Nor  read  J  dirk  far  stabbing  work. 

Dependent  at  his  belt — 
Hia  rig^t  hand  bore  no  broad  day**' 

But  with  a  flouridi,  aoon 
He  waved  a  Pistol  huge  enon^ 

For  any  horse-dragoon. 
And  whilst  he  pointed  to  axxd  ff^ 

As  if  to  aim  therewitli. 
Still  in  my  ear,  the  Toioe  ^91^  ^***'» 


Af 


*'  Behold  the  Fi^tiix^  9^^ 


•  rU$  «Tkefllale  g^^^yiml^^'^ 


fTHi3  yf»r— the  last  )-csr  of  my  ft 
00  B  lied  of  sickiioas,  fri>m  wliich  ho 
this  year  hGl)>«i  to  till  tlie  Qumben 
perTorm  thil  neceaauy  task,  h«  wi 
oUwr  pariodical.  All,  therafore,  tlu 
jM»  this  Tolnine,  1  hxT>  nprintcd  t 

A  LETTER  FROl 


'rn  anthentiiuty  of  the  follo< 
or  not,  aooonUng  to  the  tempera 
■re  penoQS  who  will  reoogniM  the 
ttom  the  Dead  to  the  IdTing^"  bat 
M  a  fictitious  oorreapondeaoe.  I 
document  came  into  the  poeseisio 
Buy  to  state  :  it  will  suffice  to  u 
miuion  to  print  it,  as  well  u  to 
with  hii  pendl 
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interests  it  is  material  to  prevent  getting  wind :  the  truth 
is  we  are  in  what  the  Americans  call  a  fix — ^but  you  shall 
have  the  whole  story  item  by  item,  and  almost  verbatun, 
for  I  have  a  retentive  memory,  as  if  from  a  short-hand 
reporter. 

As  a  relation  and  intimate  visitor,  you  are  aware  of  my 
father's  fondness  for  rural  life.  Every  summer,  as  regularly 
as  it  came,  he  took  some  country  place  in  the  suburbs,  with 
a  bit  of  ground  where  he  might  indulge  in  gardening,  but 
which,  as  I  may  say,  was  only  taking  the  edge  off  his  stomach 
—his  real  hankering  was  after  farming — and  above  all  the 
tiptop  of  his  ambition  was  to  have  a  landed  (Bstate  of  his 
own  for  his  agricultural  pursuit&  ^  No  leasing  or  rentingfor 
me,"  he  used  to  say,  "  but  a  regular  out-and-out  freehold,  if 
it*s  ever  so  small,  where  I  can  turn  out  my  hobby  into  my 
own  fields.  For  if  there's  an  enviable  character  on  the 
earth,*'  said  he,  **  it's  a  Proprietor  of  the  Soil,  that  can  stand 
on  his  own  ground  with  his  own  clay  sticking  to  his  shoes, 
and  say,  '  Here  I  am,  a  landlord,  and  all  between  the  sky 
and  the  centre  is  my  own.' "  Which,  for  a  long  time,  in  the 
depressed  state  of  business,  seemed  only  a  Utopian  idea,  no 
more  to  be  realised  than  the  Pennsylvanian  bonds.  How- 
ever, what  with  one  lucky  spec'  and  another,  prospects  im- 
proved, and  particularly  by  a  bankrupt,  intending  to  make 
himself  scarce,  who  sold  his  whole  stock  to  us,  at  sixty  per 
cent  discount,  for  cash  down,  whereby  we  realised  con- 
siderably, being  able  to  undersell  all  the  rest  of  the  trade-^ 
not  such  a  smn,  to  be  sure,  as  would  enable  us  to  buy  one 
of  those  splendid  domains  or  manors  constantly  advertised 
by  Mr.  Bobins,  but  enough  to  purchase  a  snug  little  bit  of 
land  in  England,  or  a  good  track  of  it  in  Australia,  New 
Zealand,  or  the  United  States ;  between  which  the  governor, 
as  I  call  him,  having  no  objection  to  go  abroad^  «sA  \i^sc^ 

VOL.  X.  ^\ 


proveahle  load  of  course,  or  ii 
and,  BA  Buch,  offeriug  opportunj 
bitities  by  ohemicol  cultivatioa' 
him  but  I  must  clap  on  my  bi 
him  to  Ur.  Braggint,  whom  wi 
round  with  maps  of  the  oountr, 
Afrioan  eatates. 

"  I  believe,"  said  Father,  pluuf 
''  you  have  aome  foreign  laud  to  <. 

"  Toe — there  it  ie,"  said  Mr.  Bi 
his  stool,  and  pointing  with  bis  fi. 
"all  that  tract  marked  red,  beginn 
— a  noble  expanse,  calling  aloud 
and  inteUectual  energies,  to  convei 
fsrUle  and  populous  province — i 
awaiting  oiviliMtion's  dairies  and 
milk  and  honey." 

"  And  what's  the  general  qoalit 
fiither. 
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.  ^  Why,  medium ;  but  remariLablj  finae  from  stones,  root% 
or  stubbs, — an  eligible  substance  for  the  operations  of  the 
plough,  or  spade  husbandly  if  preferxad.  As  I  said  before,  a 
soil  not  superlatively  rich  in  quality,  but  amply  compensated 
by  a  feature  of  commanding  advantage,  namely,  the  proximity 
to  the  African  Islands,  with  an  imlimited  supply  of  guano^ 
that,  miraculous  manure  that  has  proved  the  salvation  of  the 
British  Fanner ;  and  which,  if  spread  thick  enough,  must|  bj 
analogy,  produce  the  most  abundant  harvests." 

''  And  the  climate ) "  said  my  father. 

"  Superbi  None  of  those  cloudy,  foggy  skies^  the  curse  of 
England,  and  the  reproach  of  foreigners ;  but  deeply,  beauti- 
fully blue,  with  a  tropical  sun,  as  Byron  says — 

'  Not,  as  in  northern  climes,  obscurely  bright^ 
But  one  nndoaded  blase  of  living  lights* — 

'entirely  superseding  stoves  and  hot  beds,  and  all  our  expen- 
sive apparatus  for  the  production  of  melons  and  oowcum- 
bers ;  to  say  nothing  of  the  grape,  and  the  possible  luxury  of 
quaffing  your  own  Cape,  home-made,  under  your  own  eye, 
with  due  regard  to  the  fermentation,  and  which  is  all  that  is 
necessary  to  render  it  a  racy,  generous  wine,  equal  to  the 
most  celebrated  vintages  of  the  Bacchanalian  provinces  of 
the  Continent." 

"  What,  equal  to  sherry  1"  said  I. 

"  Why,  no,"  said  Mr.  Braggins,  "  not  exactly  equal,  but  su- 
perior— positively  superior  to  some  qualities  of  the  Spanish 
juice  ;  and  especially  should  you  be  favoured,  during  the 
ripening  of  the  fruit,  by  the  presence  of  one  of  those  eccen- 
tric heavenly  visitors,  a  comet,  like  the  famous  one  of  1822. 
Then,  if  you're  horticultural,  the  gifts  of  Flora,  including 
the  rarest  exotics  of  our  conservatories,  flourish  in  luxuriant 
profusion — ^the  Scipio  AfricanuB  and  \^q  Mn!(:»siTfisf\2^^>B^ 


jiumuit  of  yuiir  6]wrl.  No,  sir  ; 
yoii  Buirej,  aa  the  poom  says,  ant; 
bruta." 

"But  to  retnra  to  the  fiuming,' 
"  I  should  like  to  pursue  both  postu 

"Well,  my  good  ur,"  awd  Mr. 
equally  adapted  for  either ;  as  fit  to  ^ 
of  bearing  corn." 

"And  Buppoee  1  should  fanejr,"  aai 
and  &tten  lire  stock  1" 

"  Nothing  better,  idr,  a  oerbun  Bpe< 
ia  that  eountiy  have  a  natural  tendei 
example,  ths  well-known  Cape  sheep, 
mass  of  living  mutton  tallow,  whi 
trundles  after  them  in  a  sort  of  go^JK 
ing  of  mutton,  reminds  me  to  menUo: 
capen,  a  oommou  weed,  which  jou  ' 
picking,  as  gratis  u  gronndaeL  Yet 
Yon  »»»  '"^-  '       ■ 
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night  from  the  hills  like  a  band  of  rude  barbariaiiB,  as  the 
play  says,  and  sweeping  our  flocks  and  herds  t  ** 

''Oh,  none  in  the  world,"  said  Mr.  Braggins.  ''The 
nearest  tribe  is  the  Gondolas,  or  Dongolas,  and  they  are 
limited  to  a  distance  of  a  hundred  and  fifty  miles,  by  an 
express  treaty  with  Eang  Tongataboo,  in  consideration  of  an 
annual  tribute — a  mere  trifle,  six  gross  of  brass  buttons  and 
a  few  bucketfuls  of  cowries,  a  sort  of  foreign  sea-shell,  plenti' 
ful  as  periwinkles,  that  you  may  pick  up  by  miUions,  billions^ 
and  trillions,  on  the  seacoast." 

"  Yes,  I  have  read  of  cowries,"  said  my  father,  **  they  serve 
for  money." 

*'  No,  sir,  no,'*  resumed  Mr.  Braggins,  ''  there  will  be  few 
natives,  black  or  white,  to  trespass  on  a  delicious  solitudei 
where  banishing  conventional  forms,  the  restraints  of  etiquette, 
and  the  trammels  of  fashion,  you  may  live  in  almost  the 
primeval  simplicity  of  a  state  of  nature.'* 

"  But  I  shall  want  labourers — ^ploughmen,  herdsmen,  and 
cowboys  and  the  like,**  said  my  father. 

"  True,  sir,**  said  Mr.  Braggins ;  "  and  if  you  don't  object 
to  Black  labour,  which,  except  the  dean  look  to  the  eye,  is 
quite  equal  to  white,  yon  may  get  slaves  at  first  hand,  from 
the  interior,  for  a  mere  trifle— or  with  a  little  management 
you  may  catch  your  own.  And  talking  of  the  interior,  should 
you  flEuicy  such  an  excursion,  and  have  a  turn  for  traffic^  yon 
can  barter  with  the  natives;  and  between  ourselves,  there 
are  unprecedented  bargains  to  be  obtained  of  their  commer- 
cial simplicity.  For  instance,  if  you  have  a  matrimonial 
partner,  (my  father  nodded,)  she'd  get  ostrich  feathers,  equal 
to  any  from  the  court  plumassiers,  for  a  mere  son^^  As  for 
gold  dust,  sir,  you  may  roll  in  it — and  pick  np  elephant's 
teeth,  almost  as  cheaply  as  Sinbad  did  when  he  was  intro- 
duced to  their  monster  oemeteiy.** 


i.  DREAH. 

No  sable  bevd,  no  trini  tnoostach*, 

Nor  head  of  raven  hair  ; 
TSo  Bteel;  cap,  with  plume  majrhftp, 

No  bonnet  small  or  big  ; 
trpon  his  brow  there  settled  now 

A  curly  powder'd  Wig  1 
Beneath  the  chin  two  cambric  bands 

Demurely  drooped  sdown  ; 
And  from  his  brawny  Hhooldan  hung 

A  black  forensic  gown. 
No  moil  beneath,  to  ^ard  from  death, 

Or  wounds  in  battle  dealt, 
Nor  ready  dirk  for  stabbing  work, 

Dependent  at  his  belt — 
His  right  hand  bore  no  broad  clayuunb 

But  with  a  flourish,  soon 
He  waved  a  Pistol  huge  enough 

For  any  horse-dragoon. 
And  whilst  he  pointed  to  and  In, 

As  if  to  aim  therewith, 
Still  in  my  ear,  the  Toico  was  alwTi 

"  Behold  the  Fighting  Smith  I"  • 


■  ru*  <•«»  fltotc  Ttith  b  bAoi.' 
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lit  has  been  no  eaay  task  to  amiige  thefbUowing  fSngiiMntaiyTeneB, 
as  they  were  very  roughly  written  in  the  original  MS.  The  last  four 
lines  are  given,  though  very  unfinished,  as  they  afford  some  hint  aa  to 
the  probable  intention  of  the  Poem.  After  due  consideration,  I  am 
led  to  think  it  belongs  to  thia  year,  aa  well  aa  tha  fti^ment  which 
aucceedsit] 


THE  LAY  OF  THE  LARK. 

With  dew  upon  its  breast 

And  sunshine  on  its  wing, 
The  lark  uprose  from  its  happy  nest 

And  thus  it  seemed  to  sing  : — 
''  Sweet,  sweet  I  from  the  middle  of  the  wheat 

To  meet  the  morning  graj, 
To  leave  the  oom  on  a  merry  mom, 

Nor  have  to  curse  the  day.'* 
«  *  •  •  • 

With  the  dew  upon  their  breast, 

And  the  sunli^t  on  their  wing. 
Towards  the  skies  from  the  furrows  rise 

The  larks,  and  thus  they  sing  :-^- 
''  If  you  would  know  the  cause 

That  makes  us  sing  so  gay, 
It  is  because  we  hail  and  bless, 

And  never  curse  the  day. 
Sweet,  sweet !  from  the  middle  of  the  wbiat 
{Where  kerk  cur  edUow  brood) 

Where  we  were  hatdi'd,  and  fed 
Amidst  the  com  on  a  very  merry  mom 
(We  never  etarve  for  food,) 

We  never  starve  for  bread  1" 


Those  floweiB  bo  twj  Une 
Those  poppies  ^"'"■ng  red. 


Bifl  heavy  eye  wns  glftied  and  dnl^ 
He  only  murmur'd  "  bread  [" 


FRAQMENT. 


To  note  the  symptoms  of  the  timee, 
Its  cruel  and  cold-blooded  crimes. 

One  sure  result  we  win. 
Tho'  rude  and  roiagher  modes,  no  doob^ 
Of  murther  are  not  going  out, 

That  poison's  coming  in. 
■  •  •  «  • 

The  powder  that  the  doom'd  derour 
And  drink, — for  sugar, — meal, — or  flom^ 

Narcotics  for  the  young — 
And  worst  of  all,  that  subtle  juioe 
That  can  a  sudden  death  prodtioe, 

Whilst  yet  upon  tho  tongue. 


So  swift  in  its  destructive  pace, 
Easy  to  give,  and  hard  to  traoe, 

So  potable — so  clear  I 
So  small  the  needful  dose — to  slip 
Between  the  fatal  cup  and  lip, 

In  Epsom  salts  or  beer. 


FEAQMEHT. 

Amst  tlie  plague  with  oannibti 
And    •    •    *    publish  n>i«, 

To  qoenoh  the  felon's  hope : — 
TweWe  dropa  of  prunio  acid,  still 
Aie  not  more  prompt  snd  mre  to  kill 

Than  one  good  Drop  of  Rc^ 


1S4S. 


pfHii  yur— the  last  yuT  of  07  father's  kboon— -foimEl  him  (tratdwd 

on  $■  bed  of  sicknosii,  from  which  ha  wrote  the  few  contrlbntiiuu  which 
this  year  helped  Ui  till  the  enmbpn  of  thu  tlngtume,  Hnnlly  »blo  to 
perform  IhLi  aecesaarj  tuk,  ho  wu  nttorly  oiiBblB  to  write  (of  uij 
other  periodical.  All,  therifore,  that  noiaiiu  of  hii  wridu^  to  tarn- 
jlote  this  Tolume,  I  have  reprinted  from  "  Uood'»  Magsane."! 


A  LETTER  FROU  THE  OAPE. 

■rHK  authenticity  of  the  foUowlng  epiatle  will  be  believed 
or  not,  according  to  the  temperament  of  the  reader.  There 
are  persona  who  will  recognise  the  genuineness  of  the  "Lettera 
from  the  Dead  to  the  Living,"  but  reject  thoae  of  Fiun  Hoam 
aa  a  fiotitioua  corregpondence.  How,  and  from  whom  the 
document  came  into  the  poBsessiou  of  the  editor  it  is  unnecee- 
saiy  to  Htttte  :  it  will  suffice  to  aay  that  he  received  full  per- 
miBBion  to  print  it,  as  well  as  to  illuminate  it,  if  he  pleased, 
with  his  pencil. 

To  Mr.  r/iilip  Mailer,  Shot  MaH,  91,  MiMrriei,  London, 

Dear  Dkcle, 

You  will  ho  aatoniahed,  no  douht,  at  my  dating 
from  Africa,  and  particrdarly  after  our  gi"ring  out  only  a  trip 
to  the  Continent — but  for  reasons  you  shall  have  in  due 
course.  In  tiie  meantime  please  to  nuto  the  present  aa 
strictly  confidential,  oa    oontaining  mottera,  whi(^  £i>r   our 
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intereets  it  is  material  to  prevent  getting  wind  :  the  truth 
18  we  are  in  what  the  Americans  call  a  fix — ^but  you  shall 
have  the  whole  story  item  by  item,  and  almost  verbatim, 
for  I  have  a  retentive  memory,  as  if  from  a  short-hand 
reporter. 

As  a  relation  and  intimate  visitor,  you  are  aware  of  my 
fiAther's  fondness  for  rural  life.  Eveiy  summer,  as  regularly 
as  it  came,  he  took  some  country  place  in  the  suburbs,  with 
a  bit  of  ground  where  he  might  indulge  in  gardening,  but 
which,  as  I  may  say,  was  only  taking  the  edge  off  his  stomach 
*— his  real  hankering  was  after  farming — and  above  all  the 
tiptop  of  his  ambition  was  to  have  a  landed  estate  of  his 
own  for  his  agricultural  pursuits.  ^  No  leasing  or  rentingfor 
me,"  he  used  to  say,  *'  but  a  regular  out-and-out  freehold,  if 
it's  ever  so  small,  where  I  can  turn  out  my  hobby  into  my 
own  fields.  For  if  there's  an  enviable  character  on  the 
earth,"  said  he,  '^  it's  a  Proprietor  of  the  Soil,  that  can  stand 
on  his  own  ground  with  his  own  day  sticking  to  his  shoes, 
and  say,  '  Here  I  am,  a  landlord,  and  all  between  the  sky 
and  the  centre  is  my  own.' "  Which,  for  a  long  time,  in  the 
depressed  state  of  business,  seemed  only  a  Utopian  idea,  no 
more  to  be  realised  than  the  Pennsylvanian  bonds.  How- 
ever, what  with  one  lucky  spec'  and  another,  prospects  im- 
proved, and  particularly  by  a  bankrupt,  intending  to  make 
himself  scarce,  who  sold  his  whole  stock  to  us,  at  sixty  per 
cent,  discount,  for  cash  down,  whereby  we  realised  con- 
siderably, being  able  to  undersell  all  the  rest  of  the  trade — 
not  such  a  sum,  to  be  sure,  as  would  enable  us  to  buy  one 
of  those  splendid  domains  or  manors  constantly  advertised 
by  Mr.  Bobins,  but  enough  to  purchase  a  snug  little  bit  of 
land  in  England,  or  a  good  track  of  it  in  Australia,  New 
Zealand,  or  the  United  States  ;  between  which  the  governor, 

as  I  call  him,  having  no  objection  to  go  abtood^^sA  \^v^ 
roL.  X.  "^X 
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unbitioiiH  uf  fnrmiug  00  n  liif^ge  soaJe.  iras  etuJ^Dg  to 
tBKka  up  Ilia  niiti'J,  when  one  day  ho  cama  hvine  ftvoi  tli* 
City  all  ouak-&-lii>i>i>  with  the  news  that  iv  Ur.  Bnggiiu 
bad  A  TMt  <jiiiiutity  of  laud  to  diKpow  of  at  tba  Oope  ot 
Good  Hope,  at  tha  unprecodentMl  low  prioe  of  a  shiUiDg  an 
aon. 

"Tbat'i  the  jilaca,"  said  ho,  "fur  Tn;  inTeetment.  Int- 
proToai.il9  iaaii  of  cnurae,  or  it  wouldn't  be  bo  reaaom^lv ; 
trad,  M  minh,  utroriug  opportuoities  fur  dniwing  out  it«  capa- 
bilitioa  hy  ohemical  oultiratlun."  And  :tothing  would  terra 
him  but  I  luuHt  dap  ou  my  Imt  ut  once,  nnd  go  off  with 
him  to  Mr,  lii-nggion,  whom  wo  fcintid  in  hia  a&oe,  hung 
ronnil  with  iniii>ti  of  the  oountry,  and  ground  plans  of  the 
African  iwtatca. 

"  I  bvlieve,"  Hiiid  Father,  plunging  at  onoe  n  mediat  ret, 
'' jou  have  B01II0  foreign  land  to  dispoae  of  1" 

"  Yes — then.'  it  is."  said  Mr.  Brog^us,  jumping  down  from 
his  stool,  and  iK>iiitiitg  with  his  finger  to  the  biggest  map — 
"all  that  tnkot.  niivkett  red,  beginning  licre  at  Baviaa  Boomjea 
— a  noble  expnuso,  calling  aloud  on  Man,  with  his  physical 
and  intclloctuitl  I'norgiea,  to  oouvurt  it  from  a  wildeniesa  to  a 
(nrtih  nnd  po|.uloua  proTinc*— a  Land  of  Promise,  only 
awaiting  oiviUKiitiun'a  dairies  and  apiaries  to  overflow  with 
milk  and  honey." 

"  And  what's  the  general  quality  of  tba  aoil  I"  asked  my 
ftthor. 

"  Why,  to  tip  (■midid,"  Mid  Mr.  Brnggini^  "  there  are  worae 
and  tlirre  are  better.  Not  (|uite  so  rich  as  the  lat  loama  of 
Kant,  nor  oxnctly  «o  hard  and  sordid  as  the  bare  bleak  ntkt 
of  Ci>mwalL  It  nwds  oultavatioD  of  coune,  being  vii)^ 
earth  fr««h  froni  the  haada  of  natun ;  nther  dxj,  and  Uww 
(m.  .squiring  the  lew  onU^  for  d 

"Aodttiffl"  atikcd  n¥  Catb«. 
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.  ^Why,  medium;  but  remarkably  fine  from  atones,  rool% 
or  stubbs, — an  eligible  substance  for  the  operations  of  th* 
plough,  or  spade  husbandry  if  preferred.  As  I  said  before,  a 
soil  not  superlatiyely  rich  in  quality,  but  amply  compensated 
by  a  feature  of  commanding  advantage,  namely,  the  proximity 
to  the  African  Islands,  with  an  imlimited  supply  of  guano^ 
that,  miraculous  manure  that  has  proved  the  salvation  of  the 
British  Farmer ;  and  which,  if  spread  thick  enough,  must,  bj 
analogy,  produce  the  most  abundant  harvests." 
'*  And  the  climate  ? "  said  my  father. 
"  Superb.  None  of  those  cloudy,  foggy  skiee^  the  ouise  of 
England,  and  the  reproach  of  foreigners ;  but  deeply,  beaati« 
fully  blue,  with  a  tropical  sun,  as  Byron  says — 

'  Not,  as  in  norUiern  olimes,  obflonrely  bright, 
Bat  one  nndoaded  blaze  of  liying  light,* — 

'entirely  superseding  stoves  and  hot  beds,  and  all  our  expen- 
sive apparatus  for  the  production  of  melons  and  cowcum- 
bers ;  to  say  nothing  of  the  grape,  and  the  possible  luxury  of 
quaffing  your  own  Cape,  home-made,  under  your  own  eye, 
with  due  regard  to  the  fermentation,  and  which  is  all  that  is 
necessary  to  render  it  a  racy,  generous  wine,  equal  to  the 
most  celebrated  vintages  of  the  Bacchanalian  provinces  of 
the  Continent." 

"  What,  equal  to  sherry  I**  said  I. 

**  Why,  no,"  said  Mr.  Braggins,  ''not  exactly  equal,  but  su- 
perior— ^positively  superior  to  some  qualities  of  the  Spanish 
juice  ;  and  especially  should  you  be  favoured,  during  the 
ripening  of  the  fruit,  by  the  presence  of  one  of  those  eccen- 
tric heavenly  visitors,  a  comet,  like  the  famous  one  of  1822. 
Then,  if  you're  horticultural,  the  gifts  of  Flora,  including 
the  rarest  exotics  of  our  conservatories,  flourish  in  luxuriant 
profusion — the  Scipio  Afiioanua  and  \^q  MIve»siXQaf^^^^^ 


.....j,i.-u,  iiorjcaluiLS  |>ri.'Korvor  offuiid. 
pursuit  of  jour  Bporl.  No,  nir  ;  j 
you  survey,  as  tlio  poem  says,  and 
bruta" 

"Bnt  to  Tetnm  to  the  famung," 
"  I  should  like  to  puraue  both  pastur 

"Well,  my  good  sir,"  said  Mr.  1 
equally  adapted  for  either ;  aa  fit  to  pi 
of  bearing  com." 

"  And  Buppoae  I  should  SoLsy,"  said 
and  fatten  lire  stock  I" 

"  Nothing  better,  sir,  a  oertain  speot 
in  that  country  have  a  natural  tendenc 
example,  the  well-known  Gape  sheep,  i 
inau  of  living  mutton  tallow,  whio 
trundles  after  them  in  a  sort  of  gcMxol 
ing  of  mutton,  reminds  me  to  mention 
oapets,  a  common  weed,  which  you  w 
picking,  as  gratis  aa  groundseL  Yes. 
Yon  mo-  --'       " 
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night  from  the  hills  like  a  band  of  rude  barbarians,  as  the 
play  says,  and  sweeping  our  flocks  and  herds  1  *' 

"Oh,  none  in  the  world,"  said  Mr.  Braggins.  •'The 
nearest  tribe  is  the  Gondolas,  or  Dongolas,  and  they  are 
limited  to  a  distance  of  a  hundred  and  fifty  miles,  by  an 
express  treaty  with  King  Tongataboo,  in  consideration  of  an 
annual  tribute — ^a  mere  trifle,  six  gross  of  brass  buttons  and 
a  few  bucketfuls  of  cowries,  a  sort  of  foreign  sea-shell,  plenti' 
ful  as  periwinkles,  that  you  may  pick  up  by  millions,  billions^ 
and  trillions,  on  the  seacoast." 

"  Yes,  I  have  read  of  cowries,"  said  my  father^  **  they  serve 
for  money." 

"  No,  sir,  no,"  resumed  Mr.  Braggins,  "  there  will  be  few 
natives,  black  or  white,  to  trespass  on  a  delicious  solitude, 
where  banishing  conventional  forms,  the  restraints  of  etiquette, 
and  the  trammels  of  fashion,  you  may  live  in  almost  the 
primeval  simplicity  of  a  state  of  nature." 

"  But  I  shall  want  labourers — ^ploughmen,  herdsmen,  and 
cowboys  and  the  like,"  said  my  fiEtther. 

"  True,  sir,"  said  Mr.  Braggins ;  "  and  if  you  don't  object 
to  Black  labour,  which,  except  the  dean  look  to  the  eye,  is 
quite  equal  to  white,  you  may  get  slaves  at  first  hand,  from 
the  interior,  for  a  mere  trifle-— or  with  a  little  management 
you  may  catch  your  own.  And  talking  of  the  interior,  should 
you  fancy  such  an  excursion,  and  have  a  turn  for  traffic^  you 
can  barter  with  the  natives;  and  between  ourselves,  there 
are  unprecedented  bargains  to  be  obtained  of  their  commer- 
cial simplicity.  For  instance,  if  you  have  a  matrimonial 
partner,  (my  father  nodded,)  she'd  get  ostrich  feathers,  equal 
to  any  from  the  court  plumassiers,  for  a  mere  son^  As  for 
gold  dust,  sir,  you  may  roll  in  it — and  pick  up  elephant's 
teeth,  almost  as  cheaply  as  Sinbad  did  when  he  was  intro- 
duced to  their  monster  cemetery." 
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"  E^ad  I "  cried  my  father,  "  tbe  estate  has  to  auaiy  desir- 
able advant&geB,  I  wonder  you  don't  tnni  fiuroer,  air,  uid 
settle  oa  it  yourself ! " 

"Ah,  city  habits,"  uid  Mr.  Brnggin*,  "city  h&bita  All 
my  thoughts  nud  feelioga  are  town  made  :  and  what^rer 
Bome  people  may  say,  I  prefer  uonsols  at  oinety-elgbt,  to  a 
landed  inTestmeat  Tbe  truth  ia,  1  have  not,  like  you,  Mr. 
What's-y  our 'Dame,  a  pastoral  bias,  or  any  rund  tympatbiea. 
If  I  hod,  t/iA-f  would  be  my  looation,"  and  he  placed  bia 
finger  again  ou  tbe  map,  just  beyond  Bavian  Uoon^es — "» 
Lttlo  Uosberi,  eacloaed  in  a  magnificeut  panorama,  indading 
the  Table  Mountain  with  all  its  hospitable  asaociationa,  and 
that  singular  meteorological  phenomenon,  called  'lapng  the 
oloth.' " 

"And  now,"  aaid  m;  &ther,  "there  is  cml;  one  thing 
more  that  I  want  to  know,  and  expect  a  candid  aaaw,— 
and  that  ia,  bow  yon  can  afford  to  sell  your  land  so  dirt 
obeapl" 
.  "  Of  course,"  said  Mr.  Braggins,  "  the  most  fiank  and  open 
explanation  will  be  afforded  without  reserve.  In  tbe  first 
place,  theu,  tbe  expense,  to  the  purchaser,  of  going  out  ao 
far,  is  liberally  token  into  oonaideration  ;  and  secondly,  the 
land  ia  unsettled  waste  land,  without  churches,  without  high- 
ways, and  altogether  free  of  that  modern  cuiae,  a  surplus 
population ;  and  consequently,  unburthened  with  tithes, 
parish,  and  poor-rates,  that  press  so  heavily  on  land  like  so 
many  incubuses,  in  England" 

"  That's  enougb  1 "  cried  my  father,  who  you  know  ia  a 
bit  of  a  radicaL  "  That's  the  oountiy  for  me  1  No  in- 
solent squirearchy  or  proud  aristoontcy  to  snub  and  brow- 
beat, and  cut  a  retired  tradesKian  ;  no  rapacious  clergy 
to  take  the  tenth  of  bia  pigs  and  poultry  ;  and  no  tax-g»- 
tberera  and  coUecton.  inth  thur  lix  onarten  to  tbe  •nat. 
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and  a  half  year  always  due.    Tea,  thafa  the  oountay  for 
me!" 

To  shorteD  a  long  story,  my  father  bought  fire  thousand 
acres  of  the  Cape  land  outright,  with  the  title  deeds  to  the 
same  :  and  I  do  believe  he  was  as  happy  as  if  he  had  got  a 
slice  of  Paradise  in  a  ring  fence.     The  hopes  and  dreams  of 
his  life  seemed  fulfilled  at  last ;  and  it  was  better  than  half 
the  Speeches  at  the  Agricultural  Meetings,  to  hear  him  talk 
of  drilling,  and  plou^ing,  and  manuring,  and  draining  by 
irrigation,  and  salts,  and  carbon,  and  ammonia^  and  nitrogen, 
and  hydromel,  and  oxymel,  and  ashes,  and  guano,  and  how 
he  would  subsoil  and  top-dress,  with  a  rotation  of  crops.     In 
&ct  it  was  a  perfect  monomania,  so  that  he  cordd  hardly  ex- 
press his  sentiments  on  the  cut  of  a  coat,  without  prefacing 
as  one  of  the  landed  interest ;  and  scarcely  allowed  himself 
time  for  his  meals,  with  trotting  about  town  to  look  at 
patent    chaffcutters,   and   prise    ploughs,  and    other    new 
invented  agricultural  implements.     All  which  helped  to  keep 
him  agog ;  and  especially  the  Times,  day  after  day,  with  its 
long  list  of  vessels  bound  direct  to  the  Cape,  or  with  leave 
to  touch  at  it,  till  he  had  not  patience  to  wait  for  the  wiad* 
ing  up  of  the  business,  but  one  morning  walked  o£f  to  the 
broker's  and  engaged  berths  for  himself  and  me,  by  the  very 
first  ship ;  our  departure  being  k^t  as  snug  and  secret  as 
possible,  the  governor  judging  that  if  it  was  known  he  was 
a  landed  proprietor,  he  should  be  beset  by  all  our  poor  rela- 
tions on  both  sides  of  the  house,  to  be  mads  stewards,  and 
bailiffs,  and  the  like.     In  the  meainwhile,  Samuel  was  to  dis- 
pose of  the  stock,  premises,  and  goodwill,  and  then  to  follow 
abroad  with  my  mother,  as  soon  as  advised  to  that  effect, 
after  our  arrival  on  the  estate. 

I  need  not  describe  our  voyage,  which  was  much  the  same 
as  usual,  with  waves  mountains  hi^^axid  fyQAr%i<JKSLVf!&\fiL'\^c5^ 
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portion  ;  but  the  guTeroor's  prospecti  kept  him  up  uuder  it, 
and  mo  too.  "  (.'i>iim{^  Jonopti,"  ray»  he,  "  wo  aJiall  eooa 
Me  land,  uid,  wimt's  more,  lunil  of  our  own.  Five  tlioaaiuid 
(kcroi  i»  no  bud  li>t ;  nnd  you'll  bftvo  nil  the  ahooting  over  it 
to  jourwtlf, — wild  turkejN  And  jn-noncka,  and  ull,  nnd  wliich  I 
tako  it  will  be  II  viutt  doul  better  Hport  thou  popping  at  Bai- 
ttnoft  blue  roi'ks.  or  Chalk  Farm  Bpiurows." 

"No  duubt  uf  it,"  Bald  I,  "  but  iu  tho  meantime  this  up 
and  dwwn  motiou  ia  rerj  unplanaftut  to  endure," 

"  Not  if  you  tliiuk  of  it  aKfioulturully,"  said  the  go-rtraar. 
"  Ouly  hills  and  valleyB,  JoHeph,  ouly  hilla  and  volleya.  A 
deainible  divoraitj  of  hif;h  and  lofr  (ground,  auch  as  I  troet 
tho  citato  in ;  imd  therofore,  with  wood  and  wat«r,  cnpablo 
of  b(^iug  liud  out  piutureaque." 

Well,  at  loii;^  auil  at  tiust,  ws  arrived  at  Cape  Town; 
and  after  on  iuterview  with  Mr.  Braggins's  agent  eet  out, 
as  advised  by  him,  in  a  bullock- waggon,  driven  by  a  black 
Hottentot,  who  know  every  inch  of  the  eouutry,  to  inapect 
tho  citato,  wliieh,  however,  lay  much  further  off  than  was 
eijuwied  or  agnseable  ;  but,  fur  wont  of  mdcstonea,  caimat 
toll  tho  diatnnco,  eiocpt  that  it  took  u»  two  whole  days 
and  a  hnlf  to  ti-itvel ;  the  country  getting  voider  and  wilder 
aa  we  went  on,  rouro  tangled  with  outlondiBb  bruahwood, 
and  enciimb^rtti  with  broken  ground,  till  tho  wnggon  oould 
get  no  further.  Luckily  we  were  close  to  Bavian  Boomje^ 
and  there  was  only  a  wooded  hill  between  us  and  the  pro- 
perty to  travcr^'  on  foot,  which  we  did,  leaving  the  Hotten- 
tot in  charge  of  the  waggon  and  bullocks ;  and  on  eme^ng 
at  tho  other  side  of  the  lull,  lo  I  and  behold,  there  was  our 
estate  lying  before  us  aa  flat  aa  a  pancake,  and  as  yellow 
as  a  guinea  1 

I  really  thought  my  &lher  would  have  gone  off  is  an 
Kpopkiy  OD  the  qx>t  ■-  ki«  t»o*  tni&iA,  \i«wur\*  tt*  Uom^^ 
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diflappointment  and  the  orimson  of  rage,  into  such  a  deep 
purple.  ''Scrape  a  grave  in  it,**  aays  he,  as  soon  aa  he 
could  speak,  ''  scrape  a  grave  in  it,  Joseph,  and  buiy  me  at 
once,  for  I'm  a  dead  landlord  !  Land,  indeed  1  I've  come 
into  five  thousand  acres  of  sand — desert  sand — and  if  Fm 
not  mistaken,**  says  he,  turning  from  purple  to  white^ 
^  there's  a  lion  on  it !  *'  Ab  in  fact  there  was,  beside  a 
thicket,  about  as  far  ofif  from  us  as  our  shop  from  the 
church. 

You  may  imagine  our  terror  I  But  though  the  beast 
lifted  up  his  head  from  between  his  paws  to  look  at  us,  and 
gave  a  flourish  with  his  tail,  and  growled  a  little,  he  did 
not  rise,  but  allowed  us  to  nm  off,  which  we  did  at  double 
quick ;  and,  indeed,  as  regards  mj  father,  at  a  supernatural 
pace,  considering  his  age  and  bulk,  and  the  heat  of  a  broiling 
hot  tropical  sun.  I  feared  at  first  he  would  have  a  fever  in 
consequence,  which  providentially  is  not  the  case  ;  but  he  has 
hardly  eaten  or  drunk,  or  spoken  a  syllable  ever  since, 
through  mortification  and  dejection  ;  and  no  wonder,  for  if 
ever  there  was  Agricultural  Distress  in  this  world  it  is  his. 
What  we  are  to  do  with  the  estate  Lord  knows.  Some  great 
people  would,  perhaps,  have  interest  enough  to  get  a  railroad 
brought  through  it,  and  so  obtain  compensation ;  but  that  is 
not  our  case.  Ab  to  the  agent,  in  answer  to  our  remon- 
*  strances,  he  only  asks  what  sort  of  land  we  could  expect 
for  a  shilling  an  acre  ;  and  says,  that  instead  of  objecting  to 
the  lion,  we  ought  to  consider  him  in  the  light  of  a  bonus. 

The  purport  of  the  present  is,  therefore,  to  beg  that  you 
will  break  the  news  to  mother  and  Samuel,  who,  no  doubt, 
are  looking  forward  to  an  African  Juan  Femandes,  and  plan- 
ning a  farm  omay.  And  in  the  meantime  I  need  not  re- 
commend keeping  the  thing  quiet ;  our  only  chance  being  to 
get  some  friend  or  customer  to  take  the  estate  q^  ova  V^ss^^ 


by  tb«  uuue  flourishiiif  repnwDtatiotu  that  Mr   Braggins 
made  tous. 

1  am,  dMu-  tJncJe, 

Toot  dutiful  aud  loving  nephe^r, 

JoBBra  MoLLBB,  junior. 


Thb  Chiuer  ;  A.  GoBUIt  Stokv.     By  Ciiarlbs  Dicskns. 

Tsta  is  another  of  tbose  Kasouable  bouks,  inteadi^d  bj  Box 
to  stir  up  and  iiwaken  the  kiudi;  feelings,  whicli  are  gcuernJIy 
diffused  amuugat  mankind  ;  but  too  apt,  as  Old  VVeller  saj's 
to  lie  dormouse  in  the  human  bosom.  It  is  similar  in  i)liu) 
to  the  CtiristmaB  Carol,  but  is  scarcely  so  happy  in  its  sub- 
ject— it  could  not  be — as  that  fumous  Gobbling  Stoij  with 
its  opulence  of  good  cheer  and  all  the  Gargantuan  feetivitj 
of  that  hospitable  tide.  New  Year's  Day  is  a  graver  season, 
its  rejoicinga  associated  with  sterner  reflections,  its  lights 
with  darker  Bbadows ;  its  promises  and  hopett  with  regi-elti 
and  tears ;  and  its  bells  have  tones  of  melancholy  as  well  as 
of  mirth  in  their  oliimes. 

The  hero  of  the  tale  is  one  Toby  Veck — we  wish  that  sur- 
name had  been  more  En^ish  in  its  soimd,  it  seems  to  want 
an  outlandish  De  or  Van  before  it — a  little  old  Loudon 
ticket-porter,— who  does  not  know  the  original,  and  his 
humble  dwelling  down  the  mews,  with  bis  wooden-cardboard 
at  the  door,  with  his  name  and  occupation,  and  the  N.  R 
"  Messuages  carefully  delivered"  I  But  for  fear  of  mistake, 
here  he  is. 
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'*Th^  Mlled  him  TroHj  from  his  p^e,  wkkh  mauit  ipeed  if  ifc  didn't 
makt  it.  He  oonld  h»Te  waUced  £Mter  perliapf ;  moit  lilcdy ;  bat  xob 
him  of  hii  trot,  and  Toby  would  have  taken  to  Ida  bed  and  died.  It  be- 
•pattered  him  with  mnd  in  dirty  weather  ;  it  ooet  him  a  world  of  tnmble  ; 
he  eonld  have  waUced  with  infinitely  greater  eaae ;  but  that  waa  one  rea- 
■on  for  hia  clinging  to  it  ao  tenadonaly.  A  weak,  amall,  spare  old  man* 
be  was  a  Teiy  Hercules,  this  Toby,  in  his  good  intentions.  He  loved  to 
earn  his  money.  He  delighted  to  believe — Toby  was  very  poor,  and 
conldn*t  well  afford  to  part  with  a  delight — that  he  was  worUi  bis  sah. 
With  a  shilling  or  an  eighteenpenny  message  or  small  parcel  in  hand, 
his  oonrsge,  always  high,  rose  higher.  As  he  trotted  on,  he  wonld  call  out 
to  fiut  postmen  ahead  of  him  to  get  ont  of  the  way ;  devontiy  belienng 
that,  in  the  natoral  course  of  things,  he  must  inevitably  overtake  and  nu 
them  down  ;  and  he  bad  perfect  faith — ^not  often  tested — in  his  being  aUe 
to  carry  anything  that  man  could  lift 

**  Thus,  even  when  he  came  out  of  his  noak  to  warm  himself  on  a  wet 
day,  Toby  trotted.  Making,  with  his  leaky  shoes,  a  crooked  line  of  slushy 
footprints  in  the  mire ;  and  blowing  on  his  chilly  hands,  and  rubbing  them 
against  each  other,  poorly  defended  from  the  searchiog  cold  by  threadbare 
aufilers  of  grey  wonted,  with  a  privato  apartment  only  for  the  thumbs  and 
a  common  room  or  tap  for  the  rest  of  the  fingers ;  Toby,  with  his  knees 
bent,  and  his  cane  beneath  his  arm,  still  trotted.  Falling  out  into  the 
road  to  look  up  at  the  belfry  when  the  Chimes  resounded,  Toby  trotted  still.'* 

His  regular  stand,  where  he  plied  for  jobs,  was  just  outside 
of  the  do<»r  of  St  Magnus's  Church  (nioelj  drawn  by  Stan- 
field),  a  haunt  selected  rather  out  of  an  old  regard  for  the 
chimes  in  the  belfry  than  for  any  peculiar  comfort  about 
the  place,  which  in  fact  was  no  snuggeiy,  but  at  times 
windy  enough  to  scatter  the  fitx>th — ^no— to  blow  the  porter^s 
head  o£ 

"And  a  breesy,  goose-skinned,  blue-nosed,  red  eyed,  stony-toed,  tooth- 
ehattering  plaee  it  was,  to  wait  in  in  the  winter  time,  as  Toby  Yeck  well 
knew.  The  wind  came  tearing  round  the  comer — especially  the  east  wind 
— as  if  it  had  sallied  forth  express,  from  the  confines  of  the  earth,  to  have  a 
Uow  at  Toby.  And  oftentimes  it  seemed  to  come  upon  him  sooner  than  it 
had  ezpeeted ;  for,  bouncing  round  the  eomer,  and  passing  Toby,  it  would 
ioddenly  wheel  round  again,  as  if  it  cried,  *  Why,  here  he  is  I*  Incenti* 
nently  his  little  whito  apron  would  be  caught  up  over  his  head  like  a 
naughty  boy's  garments,  and  bis  feeble  little  cane  would  be  seen  to  wreatle 
and  struggle  unavailingly  in  his  hand,  and  his  legp  would  und«c^ 


Now,  iiiiiongst  tlie  characte 
tlie  IiLiii-'o  ujmii  uliich  tLo  wh. 
not.  very  porter-like,  to  think  i 
whole  order  of  poor  people  in  g 
worst  sort,  too,  sour,  and  good 
allowed  that  they  were  one  and 
right  or  go  right — alwaja  com 
giving  a  great  deal  of  trouble — 
nesa  on  the  &ce  of  the  earth,  ani 

£Izpreesions  that,  veuted  iroi 
sound  naturally  enough ;  but  thai 
impulses,  and  muniBoent  for  his 
thropist,  a  very  carrier-pigeon  of 
such  hard  harsh  opinions  in  con: 
eoonomists  and  utilitarians,  the  F 
startling  ;  and  presents  a  difficult 
strong  reliance  on  the  author's  k 
membranoe  of  the  st"""-  ■ 


BEYIEW.  493 

the  porter  is  drawn  too  mild,  when  le  concurs  in  such  a 
lecture  as  is  deliyered  by  the  justice,  in  Toby's  presence,  to 
Toby's  ^ughter,  for  only  contemplating  lawful  matrimony 
with  young  Richard,  the  smith. 

"  'Yon  are  going  to  be  married,  yoa  si^/  pursued  the  Alderman. 
'Very  nnbeooming  and  indelicate  in  one  of  yonr  lez  !  Bnt  nerer  mind 
that.  After  yon  are  married,  yoa'li  q^Uurel  with  yonr  husband,  and  come 
to  be  a  distressed  wife.  Tou  may  think  not ;  but  you  will,  because  I  tell 
you  80.  Now  I  give  you  &ir  warning,  that  I  have  made  up  my  mind  to  put 
distressed  wiyes  down.  So  don't  be  brought  before  me.  Ton'll  have  chil- 
dren— ^boys.  Those  boys  will  grow  up  bad  of  course,  and  run  wild  in  the 
streets,  without  shoes  and  stockings.  Mind,  my  young  friend  I  1*11  conrict 
*em  summarily,  eyery  one ;  fori  am  determined  to  put  boys  without  sboes 
and  stockings  down.  Perhaps  your  husband  will  die  young  (most  likely), 
and  leaTC  yon  with  a  baby.  Then  you'll  be  turned  out  of  doors,  and  wan- 
der up  and  down  the  streets.  Now  don't  wander  near  me,  my  dear,  for  I 
am  reaoWed  to  put  all  wandering  mothers  down.  All  yoang  mothers, 
of  all  sorts  and  kinds,  it's  my  determination  to  put  down.  Don't  think  to 
plead  illness  as  an  excuse  with  me  ;  or  babies  as  an  excuse  with  me  ;  for 
all  sick  persons  and  young  children  (I  hope  yon  know  the  church^serriee, 
but  I  am  afraid  not)  I  am  determined  to  put  down.  And  if  you  attempt, 
desperately,  and  ungratefully,  and  impiously,  and  fraudulently  attempt,  to 
drown  yourself,  or  hang  yourself  Til  hare  no  pity  on  you,  for  I  have  made 
up  my  mind  to  put  all  suicide  down.  If  there  is  one  thing,*  said  the 
Alderman,  with  his  self-satisfied  smile,  '  on  which  I  can  be  said  to  hare 
made  up  my  mind  more  than  on  another,  it  is  to  put  suicide  down.  So 
don't  try  it  on.  That's  the  phrase,  isn't  it  1  Ha,  ha  I  now  we  under- 
stand each  other.* " 

Th^re,  reader,  is  a  nice  magistrate  to  sit  on  a  bench,  and 
judge  and  sentence,  not  only  the  guilty  but  the  unfortunate  1 
Fit  President  for  a  new  Inhumane  Society,  for  punishing  the 
rescued  unhanged  and  undrowned  !  In  the  name  of  poetical 
justice,  why  did  not  the  BeUs  with  their  warning  yoioes  din, 
clapperclaw,  and  ring  their  iron  lessons  into  him  f  Why  did 
not  the  Groblins  of  the  Chimes  steeplechase  and  haunt  that 
cold  bad  man,  with  a  heart  hard  as  Haytor  granite,  instead 
of  poor  Trotty,  and  startle  and  wrench  his  selfish  soul  with 
phantasmal  shows  of  his  own  daughter  with  her  babe^  dxv^^\!L 


■    « 

•» 
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-  ,  ^livx  wiiy  f — because  thoy  kno 
wants,  the  urgent  temptations  and 
their  ragged  fellow-beings  are  expose 
charitably  and  indulgently  of  each  01 
failings  and  misdeeds  a  large  allo^ 
Toby  of  the  tale  is  a  Shandean  01 
human  kindness ;  and,  therefore,  whe 
are  all  bad  by  birth,  habit,  and  repi 
the  author,  that  Toby  must  be  onl; 
merely  parodying  the  Cutes  and  File 
that  there  is  no  Casus  Belli  to  justif 
of  ^  Hunt    him,  and  haunt  him  ! 
Break  his  slumbers  1*'     On  the  contr 
used  by  the  Bells,  and  has  good  rea 
the  thief  in  the  old  story,  of  their  loi 
heads. 

However,  Trotty  Veck,  having  just 
an  account  of  a  mother  laying  violent 
her  own  infant  at  once,  overlooking  the 
the  dread  r»f  ;»^— — 
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and  mobbed  by  the  GoblinB ;  and,  like  Scrooge,  undergoes 
an  awful  vision,  in  which  he  sees  his  own  daughter,  impelled 
by  destitution  and  misgivings  as  to  the  future  destiny  of  her 
infant,  to  drown  herself  and  her  babe.  In  his  struggles  to 
prevent  the  catastrophe,  the  Porter  awakes,  and  discovers 
that  he  has  only  been  dreaming  a  bad  dream,  induced  by  a 
too  hearty  dinner  of  tripe.  His  Margaret  is  safe  and  sound 
beside  him,  preparing  her  dress  for  her  marriage  on  New 
Year's  Day  with  Richard  the  smith — an  old  friend,  one 
Mrs.  Chickenstalker,  drops  in  to  congratulate,  with  a  huge 
pitcher  of  flip — the  big  drum,  the  handbeUs,  and  the  marrow- 
bones and  cleavers,  muster  round ;  and  the  story  winds  up 
with  one  of  those  Bozzian  merry-makings  which  leave  eveiy- 
body  inclined  to  shake  hands  with  everybody — and  their  own 
left  hand  with  the  right. 

Such,  with  some  episodes,  is  the  plot ;  in  the  development 
of  which  there  occur  various  scenes  of  humour,  pathos,  and 
power.     Here  is  an  xmctuous  riddle,  pleasantly  solved. 

**  <BQt  what  is  it,  fiitberT  said  Meg.  *  Come  I  Toa  liaTii*t  gveised 
what  it  is.  And  joa  mast  gness  what  it  is.  I  can't  think  of  taking  it  out 
till  70a  gness  what  it  is.  Don't  be  in  such  a  hnrry  !  Wait  a  minnte  ! 
A  little  bit  more  of  the  oover.     Now  gness  !' 

**  Meg  was  in  a  perfect  fright  lest  he  should  guess  right  too  soon ;  shrink- 
ing away,  as  she  held  the  basket  towards  him ;  curling  up  her  prettj 
shoulders ;  stopping  her  ear  with  her  hand,  as  i^  by  so  doing,  she  could 
keep  the  right  word  out  of  Toby's  lips ;  and  laughing  softly  the  whde 
tim& 

**  Meanwhile  Toby,  putting  a  hand  on  each  knee^  bent  down  his  nose  to 
the  basket^  and  took  a  long  inspiration  at  the  lid  ;  the  grin  upon  his 
withered  face  expanding  in  the  process,  as  if  he  were  inhaling  laughing  gas. 

<*  *Aht  It's  Tery  nice,'  said  Toby.  <It  an't— I  suppose  it  an't 
Polonies.' 

«  *  No^  no^  no  1'  cried  Meg  delighted.     'Nothing  like  Pobnies  1' 

**  <  No,'  said  Toby,  after  another  smi£  *  It's— it*s  mellower  than  Polo- 
nies. It's  very  nice.  It  improTes  every  moment.  It's  too  decided  for 
Trotters.     An't  it  1' 

*'Meg  was  in  an  ecstacy.  He  could  not  have  gone  wider  of  the  mark 
than  Trotters — except  Polonies  1 
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minute  more,  it  was  the  best  tripe  ever  stew. 
On  this  savoury  dish  the  Porter  f 
for   he  knew  by  heart  and  stomacl 
observation — "there's  nothing  mon 
round  than  dinner-time ;   and  noth 
coming  round  than  the  dinner.*' 
stropped  to  a  keen  edge  by  exercis< 
could  postpone  his  own  cravings  and  s 
of  a  pair  of  chance  guests — Will  Fen 
up  in  the  streets. 

«  <8U7  1'  cried  Trottj,  eatehing  at  hia  hi 
*  Stay  f    The  New  Year  neTer  can  be  happy 
The  New  Year  never  can  be  happy  to  me,  if 
waifdering  away  yoa  don't  know  where,  wiihon 
Come  home  wHh  me  f    Fm  a  poor  man,  liring 
give  yon  lodging  for  one  night,  and  never  min 
Here  I    Til  take  her  I*  cried  Trotty,  lifting  vp 
Fd  carry  twenty  timei  her  weight,  and  nerer  li 
I  go  too  qniek  for  yon.     Fm  very  fast.     I  alwa 
taking  abont  aiz  of  hia  trotting  paces  to  one  i 
panion  ;  and  with  his  thin  legs  qniTering  again 

«*  •  Why,  she's  as  U«ht'  «•«''  '»^**-   " 
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**  With  wlueh  words  Trottj,  in  a  breathless  state,  set  the  child  down 
before  his  daughter  in  the  middle  of  the  floor.  The  little  yisitor  looked 
onoe  at  Meg ;  and  doabting  nothing  in  that  face,  hot  trusting  eTerything 
she  saw  there,  ran  into  her  arms. 

**  'Here  we  are,  and  here  we  go  !*  cried  Trotty,  ronning  round  the 
room  and  choking  audibly.  '  Here  !  Uncle  Will  1  Here's  a  fire^  you 
know  I  Why  don*t  you  come  to  the  fire  f  Oh,  here  we  are,  and  here  we 
go  I  Meg,  my  precious  darling,  where*s  the  kettle  ?  Here  it  is,  and  here 
it  goes,  and  it'll  bile  in  no  time  !* 

'^Trotty  really  had  picked  up  the  kettle  somewhere  or  other  in  the 
course  of  his  wild  career,  and  now  put  it  on  the  fire  ;  while  Meg^  seating 
the  child  in  a  warm  comer,  knelt  down  on  the  ground  before  her,  and 
pulled  off  her  shoes,  and  dried  her  wet  feet  on  a  cloth.  Aye,  and  she 
laughed  at  Trotty,  too—so  pleasantly,  so  cheerfully,  that  Trotty  could  hare 
blessed  her  where  she  kneeled  ;  for  he  had  seen  that,  when  they  entered, 
she  was  sitting  by  the  fire  in  tears. 

«  *  Why,  £ither  1'  said  Meg,  *  you're  crasy  to-night,  I  think.  I  don't 
know  what  the  Bella  would  say  to  that.  Poor  little  feet  How  cold  they 
arel' 

'''Oh,  they're  warmer  now  1'  exclaimed  the  child.  'They're  quite 
warm  nowl* 

"  'No,  no,  no,*  said  Meg.  'We  harn't  rubbed  'em  half  enough. 
We're  so  busy*  8o  l>usy  1  And  when  they're  done,  we'll  brush  out  the 
damp  hair ;  and  when  that's  done,  we'll  bring  some  colour  to  the  poor  pale 
&ce  with  firesh  water ;  and  when  that's  done,  we'll  be  so  gay,  and  brisk, 
and  happy — I* 

"  The  child,  in  a  buist  of  sobbing,  clasped  her  round  the  neck ;  care«ed 
her  fair  cheek  with  its  hand :  and  said,  '  Oh,  Meg,  oh,  dear  Meg  I* 

"  Toby's  blessing  could  haTC  done  no  more.     Who  could  do  more  1 

"  'Why,  father  I*  cried  Meg,  after  a  pause. 

"  '  Here  I  am,  and  here  I  go,  my  dear,'  said  Trotty. 

"  '  Good  graeious  me  !'  cried  Meg.  '  He's  crasy  I  He's  put  the  dear 
child's  bonnet  on  the  kettle,  and  hung  the  lid  behind  the  door  1' 

"  '  I  didn't  go  to  do  it,  my  Ioto,'  said  Trotty,  hastily  lepairing  this  mis- 
take.    '  Meg^  my  dear  f ' 

"  Meg  looked  towards  him,  and  saw  that  he  had  elaborately  stationed 
himself  behind  the  chair  of  their  male  visitor,  where,  with  many  mys- 
terious gestures,  he  was  holding  up  the  sixpence  he  had  earned. 

"'  I  see,  my  dear,'  said  Trotty,  '  as  I  was  coming  in,  half  an  ounce  of 
tea  lying  somewhere  on  the  stairs ;  and  Vm  pretty  sure  there  was  a  fait  of 
bacon,  too.  As  I  don*t  remember  where  it  was  exactly,  Fll  go  myself  and 
try  to  find  'em.* 

"  With  this  inscrutable  artifice,  Toby  withdrew  to  purchase  the  Tiands 
he  had  spoken  o^  for  ready  money,  at  Mrs.  Chickenstalker's ;  and  presently 
VOL.  X.  ^*L 
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very  loud,  to  inj press  the  fact  ujwu  his  gut 
disagreeable.* 

**  Yet  Trotty  sniffed  Uie  savour  of  the  hit 
it ;  and  when  he  poured  the  boiling  wate: 
down  into  the  deptha  of  that  anug  caoldron, 
to  oorl  about  hia  noae,  and  wreathe  hia  hi 
However,  for  all  thia,  he  neither  ate  nor  dr 
ning,  a  mere  morsel  for  f  )rm'8  take,  which  i 
reliih,  bat  declared  waa  perfectly  uninterett 

"No.  Trutty*B  occupation  was  to  see  Will 
and  80  was  lieg*a  And  never  did  spectat 
banqnet  find  soch  delight  in  seeing  othen 
monarch  or  a  pope— aa  those  two  did  in  looki 

A  yery  different  entertainment  is 
Sir  Joseph  Bowley,  Baronet  and  M.P. 
of .  the  poor,*'  in  honour  of  his  lady^s 
ding  dinner  to  the  tenantry,  accom 
interludes,  or  fkrces,  so  in  vogue  with 
imitation  of  the  proverbial  eccentric 
fore  horses,  and  lighting  candles  at  tl 
that  Leisure  results  from  Labour,  an< 
— provide  starvincr.  naVo/^    — ^  ' 


bourer^*'  had  been  drunk  as  a  toast^  and  the  outcast  labourer 
Will  Fern,  intruding  on  the  festiyal,  thus  delivered  his  ^  ex- 
periences *'  on  the  subject. 

**  *  Genilefolki,  Fto  lired  many  a  yesr  in  this  place.  Ton  may  aae  tlM 
oottage  from  the  timk  fenoe  orer  yonder.  Fto  seen  the  ladies  draw  it  ia 
their  books  a  hundred  times.  It  looks  well  in  a  pioter,  Vre  heerd  saj  ; 
bat  there  an't  weather  in  picters,  and  maybe  'tis  fitter  for  that,  than  for  a 
place  to  Uto  in.  Well  t  I  lived  there.  How  hard — ^how  bitter  hard,  I 
lired  there,  I  won*t  say.  Any  day  in  the  year,  and  OTcry  day,  yon  caa 
jndge  far  yonr  own  selTes  f 

*'  He  spoke  as  he  had  spoken  on  the  night  when  Trotty  found  him  in  tlM 
street  His  roioe  was  deeper  and  more  hosky,  and  had  a  trembling  in  it 
now  and  then ;  bat  he  nerer  raised  it  passionately,  and  seldom  lifted  it 
aboTe  the  firm  stem  lerel  of  the  homely  fusts  he  stated. 

«<  <*Tis  harder  than  yon  think  for,  gentlefolk,  to  grow  ap  decent  com- 
monly  decent—in  snch  a  phMse.  That  I  growed  ap  a  man,  and  not  a  bnile^ 
says  something  for  me — as  I  was  then.  As  I  am  now,  there's  nothing  can 
be  said  for  me,  or  done  for  me.    Fm  past  it.* 

"  *  I  am  glad  this  man  has  entered,*  obserred  Sir  Joseph,  looking  roond 
serenely.  *  Don't  disturb  him.  It  appears  to  be  ordained.  He  is  an  sk* 
ample — a  liring  example.  I  hope  and  trust,  and  confidently  expect^  thai 
it  will  not  be  lost  upon  my  friends  here.* 

**  *l  dragged  on,'  said  Fern,  after  a  momenVs  silence^  'somehow. 
Neither  me  nor  any  other  man  knows  how ;  but  so  heary  that  I  coaldn*t 
put  a  cheerful  face  upon  it^  or  make  beliere  that  I  was  anything  but  what 
I  was.  Now,  gentlemen— you  gentlemen  that  sits  at  Sessions— when  yon 
see  a  man  with  discontent  writ  on  his  face,  you  saya  to  one  another,  '  He's 
suspicious.  I  has  my  doubts,*  says  you,  *  about  Will  Fern.  Watch  thai 
fellow  r  I  don*t  say,  gentiemen,  it  ain*t  quite  natural,  but  I  say  *tis  so ; 
and  from  that  hoar,  whatCTcr  Will  Fern  does^  or  let*s  alone— all  one — it 
goes  against  him.' 

*'  Alderman  Cute  stuck  his  thumbs  in  his  waistcoat  poekets,  and  leanhiig 
back  in  his  chair,  and  smiling,  winked  at  a  neighbouring  chandelier.  Aa 
much  as  to  say,  '  Of  course  !  I  told  you  so.  The  common  cry  f  Lord 
bless  you,  we  are  up  to  all  this  sort  of  thing — ^myself  and  human  nature.* 

*'  *Now,  gentlemen,*  said  Will  Fern,  holding  out  his  hands,  and  flush- 
ing for  an  instant,  in  bis  haggard  face  ;  *  see  how  your  laws  are  made  to 
trap  and  hunt  us  when  we're  brought  to  this.  I  tries  to  live  elsewhere  ; 
and  Fm  a  Tagabond.  To  jail  with  him  1  I  comes  back  here.  I  goes  a 
nutting  in  your  woods,  and  breaks — who  don't  f — a  limber  branch  or  two. 
To  jail  with  him  !  One  of  your  keepers  sees  me  in  the  broad  day,  near  my 
own  patch  of  garden,  with  a  gun.     To  ]aU  witb  VxvmV    \^^aa  vva&'od^ 
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*xv/  X  Bay  iniB  to  serve  mt  cause  !'  crl 
back  my  liberty,  who  can  give  me  back  m} 
back  my  inuocent  niece  ?     Not  all  the  Lord! 
But,  gentlemen,  gentlemen,  dealing  with  oth 
right  end.     QiTe  oa,  in  meroy,  better  horn* 
endlei ;  giTO  «■  better  food  when  we^re  a  vi 
kinder  btwa  to  bring  ns  back  when  we're  a 
Jail,  Jail,  Jail,  afore  xu  eTerywhere  we  torn, 
yon  can  show  the  Labourer  then  that  he  wonM 
fbl  at  a  man  can  be ;  for  he  haa  a  patient,  i 
yon  moit  put  his  rightful  spirit  in  him  first ; 
rain  inch  as  me,  or  is  like  one  of  them  that  i 
dirided  from  yon  at  this  time.    Bring  it  back 
Bring  it  back  afore  the  day  oomea  when  eve 
altered  mind,  tad  the  worda  aeem  to  him  to  n 
read  in  my  own  eyea — ^in  Jail :  *  Whither  thon 
thon  lodgeat,  I  do  Not  lodge ;  thy  people  are  N 
my  God  r 


f> 


We  have  pointed  out  what  seems  U 
in  the  ''  Chimes ;"  and  have  now  on] 
our  wannest  good  wishes.  May  they 
heard,  inculcating  their  wholesome  less 
bearanoe — ^reminding  wealth  of  the  * 
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Qape,  rinner,  and  swaIIow.*' — ^Hia  MeebiLOI. 


It  is  now  just  a  year  ainoe  we  reviewed  Miss  Martineau's 
^  Life  in  the  Sick  Room,*'  and  left  the  authoress  set  in  for  a 
house-ridden  invalid,  alternating  between  her  bed  and  the 
sofa ;  unable  to  walk  out  of  doors,  but  enjoying  through  her 
window  and  a  telescope  the  prospect  of  green  downs  and 
heath,  an  old  priory,  a  limekiln,  a  colliery  railway,  an  ancient 
church,  a  windmill,  a  fsmn,  with  hay  and  com  stacks,  a 
market  garden,  gossipping  farmers,  sportsmen,  boys  flying 
kites,  washerwomen,  a  dairymaid  feeding  pigs,  the  light 
houses,  harbour,  and  shipping  of  Newcastle-on-Tyne,  and  a 
lai^e  assortment  of  objects,  pastoral,  marine,  and  picturesque. 
There  we  left  the  ''sick  prisoner,"  as  we  supposed,  quite 
aware  of  a  condition  beyond  remedy,  and  cheerfully  made  up 
for  her  fate  by  the  help  of  philosophy,  laudanum,  and  Chris- 
tian resignation. 

There  never  was  a  greater  mistake.  Instead  of  the  pre- 
sumed calm  submission  in  a  hopeless  case,  the  invalid  was 
intently  watching  the  progress  of  a  new  curative  legerdemain, 
sympathising  with  its  repudiated  professors,  and  secretly  in- 
tending to  try  whether  her  own  chronic  complaint  coiild  not 
be  conjured  away  with  a  ''  Hey,  presto !  pass  and  repass  ! " 
like  a  pea  from  under  the  thimble.  The  experiment  it  seems 
has  been  made,  and  lo  I  like  one  of  the  patients  of  the  old 
quacksalvers,  forth  comes  Miss  Martineau  on  the  publio 
stage,  proclaiming  to  the  gaping  crowd  how  her  long-stand- 
ing, inveterate  complaint,  that  baffled  all  the  doctors,  has 
been  charmed  away  like  a  wart,  and  tbaA.,  tiQ\!i\^\&%  ^\i^i!\»- 
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easy  as  playing  at  cat's  cradle — in 

Now  we  are,  as  we  have  said  bet 

in  England  ;  with  a  complication 

quite  a  staff  of  physicians,  each 

particular  disease  which  he  has  madi 

one  for  the  heart,  another  for  the 

stomach,  a  fourth  for  the  liver,  anc 

aie  incapable  of  pedestrian  locomotic 

Friars,  and,  between  gout  in  our  an( 

our  knees,  could  as  easily  walk  on  om 

as  on  our  legs.     It  would  delight  u 

that  by  no  painful  operation,  but  only 

behind  our  back  or  to  our  &uoe,  we  oo 

use  of  our  precious  limbs,  to  walk  lil 

again  like  a  renewed  bilL     But  alas !  a 

of  Miss  Martineau's  statements  has  sa 

no  dhanoe  of  such  a  desirable  consumi 

oommon  phrase,  ''the  news  is  too  gt 

have  carefully  waded  through  the  Ne^ 
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not  at  all  remoyed  by  an  actual  enoounter  with  a  professor, 
who,  after  experimenting  on  the  palms  of  our  hands  without 
exciting  any  peculiar  sensation,  except  that  quiyering  of  the 
diaphragm  which  resiilts  from  suppressed  laughter,  gravely 
informed  us — slipping  through  a  pleasant  loophole  of  re- 
treat frx>m  all  diflEiculties — ^that  ''we  were  not  in  a  fit 
state." 

The  predse  nature  of  Miss  Martineau*s  complaint  is  not 
stated ;  nor  is  it  material  to  be  known  except  to  the  pro- 
fessional  man  :  the  great  fact,  that  after  five  years'  confine- 
ment to  the  house  she  can  walk  as  lAany  miles  without 
fatigue,  thanks  to  the  mysterious  Ism,  *^  that  sadly  wants  a 
new  name,*'  is  a  sufficient  subject  for  wonder,  curiosity,  and 
common  sense  to  discuss.  A  resiilt  obtained,  it  appears,  after 
two  months  passed  under  the  hands  of  three  several  persons 
— a  performance  that  must  be  reckoned  rather  slow  for  a 
miracle,  seeing  that  if  we  read  certain  passages  aright,  a 
mesmeriser  *'  with  a  white  hat  and  an  illuminated  profile, 
like  a  saint  or  an  angel/'  is  gifted  with  powers  little,  if  at  all, 
inferior  to  those  of  the  old  Apostles.  The  delay,  moreover, 
throws  a  doubt  on  the  source  of  relief  for  there  are  many 
diseases  to  which  such  an  interval  would  allow  of  a  natural 
remission. 

In  the  curative  process,  the  two  most  remarkable  pheno- 
mena were — 1st,  That  a  patient,  with  a  weasel-like  vigil- 
ance, did  not  go  as  usual  into  the  magnetic  sleep  or  trance  : 
and,  2dly,  That  every  glorified  object  before  her  was  invested 
with  a  peculiar  light,  so  that  a  bust  of  Isis  burnt  with  a 
phosphoric  splendour,  and  a  black,  dirty,  Newcastle  steam- 
tug  shone  with  heavenly  radiance.  Appearances,  for  which 
we  at  once  take  the  lady's  word,  but  must  decline  her  infer- 
ence, that  they  had  any  influence  in  setting  her  on  her  le^ 
agajiL    The  nerves,  and  the  optio  oneA  ess^ma^^^^si^  ^^ 


On  tlio  eulijcut  of  otlior  visioiit 
tUiL'au  in  lesa  explicit,  or  rather 
after  hinting  tlut  ^e  has  Been  wi 
itotA  of  fkTouring  us  vith  her  Rev 
Aioflworth  or  Eugene  Sue,  she  plui 
to  keep  them  to  herself. 

"  Bat'WD  thu  condition  tuA  the  meunerii 
iMt  Mid  nn,  «(  vhiek  I  htn  had  •Kp«i« 
|iT«  no  uooont  A  BmsuBbalg  otU*  it  * 
MtDDMibilliUD  ud  okliTojtncg.  To  at  thei 
mvisi  In  it  Tho  idau  Ihit  I  )it,n  uiateh 
u*,  of  all  idMi  vhioh  (Ter  Tiiitod  me,  the  mi 
nftj  b«  wall  tlul  Huj  an  inoommouoble — 
rtUUcD^  and  putlj  &om  their  nnfitiiea  for 
I  will  onlj  Btj  HM  the  oondition  ia  aoa  of  no 
■■  BipaiieDoo  kbA  ontTud  indieitions  can  ba  t 
of  Ttpoaa,  of  aim  tivuilaoaiit  intdlMtaali^,  I 


So  that  whether  she  obtained  a  vli' 
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and  remedies ;  that  she  cleared  up  her  own  case  first,  pre- 
scribing for  herself  veiy  fluently,  and  then  medically  adyised 
Miss  Martineau,  and  that  the  treatment  in  both  cases  suc- 
ceeded. Surely,  in  common  charity  to  the  afflicted,  these 
infallible  remedies  ought  to  have  been  published;  their 
nature  ought  to  have  been  indicated,  if  only  to  enable  one 
to  judge  of  supernatural  prescribing  compared  with  profes- 
sional practice ;  but  so  profound  a  silence  is  preserved  on 
these  points  as  to  lead  to  the  inevitable  conclusion,  that  the 
mesmeric  remedies,  like  the  quack  medicines,  are  to  be 
secured  by  patent,  and  to  be  sold  at  so  much  a  family  bottle, 
stamp  included.  One  recipe  only  transpires,  of  so  common- 
place and  popiilar  character,  and  so  little  requiring  inspira- 
tion for  its  invention, — so  ludicrously  familiar  to  wide-awake 
advisers,  that  our  sides  shake  to  record  how  Miss  Martineau, 
restless  and  sleepless  for  want  of  her  abandoned  opiates, 
was  ordered  ale  at  dinner  and  brandy  and  water  for  a 
nightcap.  Oh,  J.  !  J. !  well  does  thy  initial  stand  also  for 
Joker ! 

In  addition  to  these  suppressions,  one  unaccountable  omis- 
sion has  certainly  staggered  us,  as  much  as  if  we  had  con- 
sidered it  through  a  couple  of  bottles  of  wine.  In  common 
with  ourselves,  our  clever  friend  T.  L,  and  many  other  per- 
sons— ^who  all  hear  the  music  of  the  spheres,  dumb-bells,  and 
other  mute  melodies,  as  distinctly  as  the  rest  of  the  world, 
but  of  gross  mundane  sounds  and  noises  are  unconscious  as 
the  adder — Miss  Martineau  is  very  deaf  indeed.  Here  then 
was  an  obvious  subject  for  experiment,  and  having  been  so 
easily  cured  of  one  infirmity,  it  seems  only  natural  that  it 
should  have  occurred  to  the  patient  to  apply  instanter  to  the 
same  agency  for  relief  from  another  disability — that  she 
should  have  requested  her  mesmeriser  to  quicken  her  hear- 
ing as  well  as  her  pace.    But  on  tbe  eonlT^^V^  «»x  ^iift«c&Bi 


r-' 


t.iii   Bt'c  tliriiii^li   dcal-boiinis,  mil! 
as  luslnms  its  eiionv,"  tliat  she  negU 
her  licariug  might  uat  be  so  iruprovi 
throngb  no  deneer  medium  than  the 
interesting  experiment  in  her  ewn 
have  preceded  the  trials  whether  "i 
ihipe  and  churches,  with  her  ejea  shi 
remote  inquiry  whether,  at  the  day  o 
riie  with  or  without  our  bodies,  ii 
organs.     Tf  dull  people  can  be  cured 
few  magneUo  ptunei,  bo  pleasant  a  fact 
oealed ;    whatever  the  consequence  t 
registered  Voice  Conductors  and  Come 
Along  with  this  experiment,  we  shoi 
more    circumstantial   references  to    i 
merely  assumed  and  asserted.      Ther 
throughout  the  Letters  more  singular 
with  which  we  are  expected  to  take 
granted  j  as  if  all  her  readera  vnrt>  '•"  • 
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for  goUre.  We  ahonld  be  delighted  to  know  the  whereabouts 
of  that  Wonderful  Child,  and  its  caravan.  And  here  are 
more  whens — 

What  beoomef  of  really  diyine  inspiration  when  the  commonest  people 
find  thej  can  elicit  marrels  of  proyision  and  insight  f  What  becomes  of 
the  Teneration  for  religions  contemplation  ftkm  ecstasies  are  found  to  be 
at  the  command  of  reiy  unhallowed — wholly  nnanthorised  hands  f  What 
becomes  of  the  respect  in  which  the  medical  profession  ought  to  be  held, 
when  the  friends  of  the  sick  and  suffering,  with  their  feelings  all  alire,  see 
the  doctor's  skill  and  science  OTerbome  and  set  aside  by  means  at  the  oan- 
numd  of  an  ignorant  neighbour, — means  which  are  all  ease  and  pleasant- 
ness  f  How  can  the  profession  hold  its  dominion  otct  minds,  however 
backed  by  law  and  the  opinion  of  the  educated,  when  the  Tulgar  see  and 
know  that  limbe  are  removed  without  pain,  in  opposition  to  the  will  of 
doctors,  and  in  spite  of  their  denial  of  the  facts  f  What  avails  the  decision 
of  a  whole  College  of  Surgeons  that  such  a  thing  could  not  be,  when  a  whole 
town  ftdl  of  people  know  that  it  was  f  What  becomes  of  the  transmission 
of  fluid  when  the  mesmerist  aets^  without  concert  on  a  patient  a  hundred 
miles  off? 

To  all  of  which  Echo  answers  ''When  1" — ^whilst  another 
memorable  one  adds  ''  Where  T*  In  fact,  had  the  letters 
been  delivered  as  speeches,  the  orator  woiild  continually  have 
been  interrupted  with  such  cries,  and  for  ''name  !  name  !" 

In  the  same  style  we  are  told  that  we  need  not  quarrel 
about  the  name  to  be  given  to^a  power  "  that  can  make  the 
deaf  and  dumb  hear  and  speak;  disperse  dropsies,  banish 
fevers,  asthmas,  and  paralysis,  absorb  tumours,  and  cause  the 
severance  of  nerve,  bone,  and  musde  to  be  unfelt  Certainly 
not — nor  about  the  name  to  be  bestowed  on  certain  newly 
invented  magnetic  rings  that  have  appeared  simiiltaneously 
with  the  Newcastle  letters,  and  are  said  to  cure  a  great 
variety  of  diseases.  We  only  object — as  we  shoiild  in  passing 
a  tradesman's  accounts — ^to  take  mere  items  for  facts  that 
are  unsupported  by  vouchers.  But  it  is  obvious  throughout 
that  Miss  Martineau  foigets  she  is  not  addressing  magne- 
tisers;  instead  of  considering  henett  tta\llli[!iIs^^%l^c)S2RX.^to^^ 


Si 


...J. ...nil. II  u[,  With  its  odd  and 
111  till?  lijgli  touc  of  )ier  ideiis,  ant 
I'liuiao  :   wlicre.is,  like  the  tliild  thi 
vioa  up  to  astronomicul  technicals,  i 
refined  language  as  her  tuesmeriser, 
of  a  clergyman.     So  when  a  glass  0 
was  willed  to  be  porter  on  her  palat 
"  a  nasty  sort  of  beer,"  when,  reflect 
meameriser,  she  should  have  recognis 
bj  taste  :    and  again,  iu  the  fellow 
water  was  willed  to  be  sherry,  she 
white  wine;"  and  moreover,  on  dria 
came  so  tipsy,  that  she  was  afraid  to 
walk,  or  go  down  stain,  "  for  fear  of  I 
{ace."    The  thing  however  was  not  ori 
insinuates  that  mesmerism  is  much  ol 
in  reality  the  reader  will  remember  : 
the  same  kind  in  the  Arabian  Nighti 
willed  ideal  mutton,  barley  broth,  and 
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would  imagine,  as  self-tioklin^r.  She  exhibits  in  fact  a  will 
of  her  own,  and  an  independence,  quite  at  variance  with  the 
usual  subjection  to  a  superior  influence.  She  wakes  at  her 
own  pleasure  from  her  trances — is  not  so  abstracted  in  them 
as  to  forget  her  household  errands,  that  she  has  to  go  to  the 
shop  over  the  way — and  without  any  mesmeric  introduction 
gets  into  rapport  with  the  music  next  door,  which  sets  her 
mocking  all  the  instruments  of  an  orchestra,  dancing,  and 
describing  the  company  in  a  ball-room.  Another  day,  when 
one  of  the  phrenological  organs  was  afl^ected,  she  was  thrown 
into  a  paroxjrsm  of  order,  and  was  "  almost  in  a  frenzy  of 
trouble  because  she  could  not  make  two  pocket-handerchiefs 
lie  flat  and  measure  the  same  size  " — all  very  good  fun,  and 
better  than  stitching  or  darning.  But  she  preferred  higher 
game.  '^  I  like  to  look  up  and  see  spiritual  things.  I  can 
see  diseases^  and  I  like  to  see  visions  !*'  And  accordingly  she 
did  see  a  vision, — by  what  must  be  called  Clairvoyance's  long 
range — of  a  shipwreck,  with  all  its  details,  between  Gotten- 
burg  and  Elsinore. 

This  ''inexplicable  anecdote**  Miss  Martineau  gives  with 
the  usual  amiable  reliance  on  the  reader's  implicit  credence, 
declaring  that  she  cannot  discover  any  chink  by  which  de- 
ception could  creep  in;  whereas  there  is  a  gaping  gap  as 
practicable  as  any  breach  ever  made  by  battery.  To  give 
any  weight  whatever  to  such  a  tale,  two  conditioiis  are  abso- 
lutely essential :  that  the  intelligence  should  not  have  been 
received  in  the  town ;  and  that  if  it  had,  the  girl  should 
have  had  no  opportunity  of  hearing  the  news.  And  was  this 
the  case  ?  By  no  means.  On  the  contrary,  J.  had  been  out 
on  an  errand,  and  immediately  on  her  return  she  was  mes- 
merised, and  related  her  vision  ;  the  news  arriving  by  natural 
means,  so  simultaneously  with  the  revelation,  that  she  pre- 
sently observed,  **my  aunt  is  belo\?  tA\V\xk^\.ViCta.^^&»\s^.SN^ 


...  un  ireoly  iiM  slic  rcqi 

just  reffrroii  to,  wliich  it  ia  ciuf. 
to  lit!  kiiuwn  by  ordmary  meftiia, 
rofih  afisertion  that  the  girl  had  do 
peiBon  (Id  all  Newcastle !)  from  1 
wreck  cculd  be  obtained."  The 
faith,  Miss  Martineau  greatly  uo 
propenaities  and  wicked  capabilitiei 
saya, 


wnki,  witboDt  lUp  or  trip,  k  wrin  of  dtai 
■honld  uf  M  of  k  parftot  Mnsger,  h  «aiil 
whom  I  know  to  b«  iimpKbIc  of  duOvpUoB,  i 

her  inttllect  ■■  of  bar  tuoralt." 

It  is  certtuu,  nevertbelesa,  that 
breeder,  Ann  Moore,  the  Fasting  Woi 
log  Fanny,  and  other  impoetors,  y( 
extraordinary  patience  aud  paintu 
deoeptioDfl,  combined  with  an  art  ai 
doctors  medial    — :-■•     ■ 
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Kraken,  and  not  beHeve  by  halves  in  the  Merman  and  the 
Mermaid. 

In  one  thing  we  cordially  agree  with  Miss  Martinean, 
namely,  in  repudiating  the  cant  about  piying  into  the 
mysteries  of  Providenoey  perfectly  convinced  that  what  is 
intended  to  be  hidden  from  us  will  remam  as  hermetically 
sealed  as  the  secrets  of  the  grave.  The  Creator  himself  has 
implanted  in  man  an  inquisitive  spirit,  with  faculties  for 
research,  which  He  obviously  intended  to  be  exercised,  by 
leaving  for  its  discoveiy  so  many  important  powers — for 
instance,  the  properties  of  the  loadstone — essential  to  human 
comfort  and  progress,  instead  of  making  them  subjects  of 
special  revelation.  Let  man  then,  divinely  supplied  with 
intellectual  deep  sea-lines,  industriously  fathom  all  mysteries 
within  their  reacL  What  we  object  to  is,  that  so  many 
charts  are  empiricaUy  laid  down  without  his  taking  proper 
soundings,  and  to  his  pronouncing  off-hand,  without  ex- 
amination by  the  plummet,  that  the  bottom  off  a  strange 
coast  is  rock,  mud,  stone,  sand  or  shells.  Thus  it  la  that  in 
Mesmerism  we  have  so  much  rash  assertion  on  the  one  hand, 
and  point  blank  contradiction  on  the  other.  To  pass  over  such 
subtleties  as  the  existence  of  an  invisible  magnetic  fluid,  and 
the  mode  of  magnetic  action,  there  is  the  broad  problem, 
whether  a  man*s  leg  can  be  lopped  off  as  imoonsciously  as  the 
limb  of  a  tree  1  That  such  a  question  should  remain  in  dis- 
pute or  doubt,  in  spite  of  our  numerous  hoiE^itals  and  their 
frequent  operations,  la  disgraceful  to  all  parties.  But  specu- 
lation seems  to  be  preferred  to  proof  Thus  Miss  Martineau 
talks  confidently  of  such  painless  amputations ;  yet,  with  a 
somnambulist  at  her  fingers*  ends,  never  assures  herself  by 
the  prick  of  a  pin,  of  the  probability  of  the  fact  Nay,  she 
is  very  angry  with  the  Experimentalist  who  tried  to  satisfy 
himself  of  the  reaUty  of  J.*s  insensibility  by  ^^^oMss^^^^^ax^^s 


le  be 


•wiB  iDMDiible  to  bii  rndensn  ;  uii 
1  hBrdlj  ngrcttsd  it.  At  leogth, 
idea  wki  (Uut  which  ii  tbe  aula  iil 
what  thej  cuiDot  cxpUin,)  of  dete 
tbie  uni,  tbii  ggntlcuuui,  who  '  kn 
of  mrnnuic  pnctice,  b;  nddmlT  > 
vithont  tha  iuterreatioa  of  the  lieu 
in  her  eh&ir.  At  that  momeat,  uii 
with  her,  he  ihontad  out  to  me  thM 
brutal  UMnlt  on  her  nerree  fulid  e 
CDDgeuial  in  th«  rapport  Sbe  made 
Mid  nothing,  — elearlj  heard  nothing  ; 
her,  nud  mnetliiiig  oold  had  got  hold 


In  tha  meantime  how  man}! 
male  and  female,  afSicted  witl 
who  are  looking  towards  meam' 
asking,  is  it  true  that  a  breast 
as  its  bodioe ;  or  a  leg  cut  o^ 
why  not,  by  such  a  mi""".i— 
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of  human  beinga,  exhibiting  fbr  money,  on  a  stage,  states 
of  mind  and  soul  held  too  sacred  in  olden  times  to  be  elicited 
elsewhere  than  in  temples  by  the  hands  of  the  priests  of  the 
gods!** 

**  While  the  wite^  in  whote  hands  this  power  ihoold  be,  m  the  priefihood 
io  whom  Mientifio  mytteries  tat  oonngned  by  ProTidenoe^  aoornfullj 
decline  their  high  function,  who  are  they  that  natch  al  it^  in  iport  or 
miachie^ — and  always  in  ignorance?  School  children,  apprentices, 
thonghtlesi  women  who  mean  no  harm,  and  base  men  who  do  mean 
harm.  Whererer  itinerant  Mesmerists  hare  been  are  there  sudi  as  these^ 
throwing  each  other  into  trances,  trying  fanny  experiments,  getting 
fortunes  told,  or  rashly  treating  diseases. 

•  •  •  •  • 

"  Thns  are  human  passions  and  human  destinies  committed  to  reckless 
hands,  for  sport  or  abuse.  No  wonder  if  somnambulee  are  made  into 
fortune-tellers^ — no  wonder  if  they  are  made  into  prophets  of  fear,  malice, 
and  revenge,  by  reflecting  in  their  somnambulism  the  fear,  malice,  and 
revenge  of  their  questioners ; — no  wonder  if  they  are  made  e?«n  ministers 
of  death,  by  being  led  from  sick-bed  to  sick-bed  in  the  dim  and  dreary 
aUeys  of  our  towns,  to  declare  which  of  the  sick  will  recovw,  and  which 
wiUdie! 


'*  If  I  were  to  speak  as  a  moralist  on  the  rasponsibiliiy  ol  the  somns  of 
society  to  the  multitude — if  I  were  to  unveil  the  scenes  which  are  going 
forwurd  in  every  town  in  England,  from  the  wanton,  sportive^  enrioua,  or 
mischievous  use  of  this  awful  agency  by  the  ignorant}  we  should  bear  no 
more  levity  in  high  jdaces  about  Mesmerism.*' 

A  statement  strangely  at  Tariance  with  the  following  dictum, 
which  as  strangely  makes  Morality  still  moral,  whatever  her 
thoughts  or  her  postures — and  whether  controlled  by  the 
volition  of  ''thoughtless  women  who  mean  no  harm,**  or 
**  base  men  who  do  mean  harm." 

'*  The  volitions  of  the  Mesmerist  may  actuate  the  movements  of  the 
patient^s  limbe,  and  suggest  the  material  of  his  ideas ;  but  they  seem  un- 
able to  touch  his  moraU,  la  this  state  the  tnorak  vp^mn  rapreme,  as  it 
ia  rarely  found  in  the  ordinary  condition.'* 

We  can  well  understand  the  ''social  calamity**  appre- 
hended from  a  promiscuous  use  of  the  ultfitvot  \^^^t%  ^ 
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they  can  pint  out  munny  hid  imder  the  Erth,  &  hurried 
hones,  &  springs  of  water,  and  vanes  of  mettle,  &  menny 
things  hesides. 

Yesterdy  I  waa  mismerized  meself  into  a  Trance,  &  dare 
Toyed  the  chork  Gout  in  John's  stomack  as  plane  as  Margit 
Cliffs.  So  I  prescribed  him  to  take  CoUyflower,  witch  by 
rites  should  have  been  CoUydnth,  but  I  foigot  the  propper 
word.  Howsumever  he  did  eat  two  large  ones,  and  promises 
to  cum  round. 

It  would  make  you  split  your  sides  with  laffing  to  see  me 
mismerize  our  Thomas  &  make  him  go  into  all  sorts  of  odd 
postures  &  anticks  &  capers  like  a  Dotterel,  for  watever  I  do 
he  must  coppy  to  the  snapping  of  a  finger,  and  cant  object 
to  nuthing  for  aa  the  song  says  Tve  got  his  Will  and  his 
Power.  Likewise  you  can  make  the  Sombulist  taste  watever 
you  think  propper,  so  I  give  him  mesmerized  Warter  witch 
at  my  Command  is  transmoggrified  on  his  pallet  to  Sham- 
pain  &  makes  him  as  drunk  as  Old  Goosberry  and  then  he 
will  jump  Jim  Crow,  or  go  down  on  his  bended  knees  and 
confess  all  his  peckaddillos  Witch  is  as  diverten  as  reading  the 
Misteries  of  Parris. 

The  wust  to  mismerize  is  Reuben  the  Cotchman,  not  that 
hes  too  wakeful,  for  hes  generally  beeiy.  And  goes  off  like  a 
shot,  but  he  wont  talk  in  his  sleep,  only  snores. 

The  Page  is  more  passable  and  very  darevoying.  He 
have  twice  seed  a  pot  of  goold  in  the  middle  4ower-bed 
But  the  gardner  wont  have  it  dug  up.  And  he  says  theres 
a  skelliton  bricked  into  the  staircase  wall,  so  that  we  never 
dares  at  nite  to  go  up  alone.  Also  he  sees  Visions  and 
can  profesy  and  have  foretold  two  Earthquaoks  and  a  grate 

Pleg. 

Cook  wants  to  mismerize  too  but  what  with  her  being  so 
much  at  the  fire  and  her  full  habbit  she  ^V«v}%  ^(;:^k^  ^^  "^ 


_  ._.,  cHiu  require  a  Urowner 
only  Trial  wo  have  made  out  of 
miamerizo  the  Baker,  and  get  ot. 
mean  to  offer  to,  for  he  'a  quite  a 

Sum  pepel  is  vei;  dubbiua  al 
voat  hare  it  at  any  prioe  ;  but  1 
Bud  BajB  Bhe  means  to  beliere  evt 
boddy  proves  quite  the  roTena.  i 
erei;  daj,  and  la  atuddy in  Fren< 
between  the  two  jou  majr  play 
like  a.  Piany,  and  put  them  into  s 
ooune  her  fiut  performance  will  1 
Head  of  the  Fammily. 

To  be  shure  it  aeema  a  wonderfu 
over  one's  Fellow  Cretun,  and  as  i 
porpoaee  But  witeh  I  cant  stop  t 
beds.  To  tell  the  truth,  with  so 
on,  oar  Wurks  has  got  terrible  bet 
hu  not  been  swep  for  a  week    i 
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THE  ECHO. 

SoMi  months  sinoe,  Mr.  Edward  Davis,  the  well-known 
sculptor,  applied  to  me  to  sit  to  him  for  a  Bust  My  vanity 
readily  complied  with  the  request ;  and  in  due  time  I  found 
myself  in  his  studio,  installed  in  a  crimson-covered  elbow- 
chair,  amidst  an  assemblage  of  Heads,  hard  and  soft^  white, 
drab,  and  stone-colour.  Here,  a  yoimg  Nobleman — one  of 
the  handsomest  of  the  day — ^in  painted  plaster;  there,  a 
benevolent-looking  Bishop  in  clear  white  sparkling  marble, 
next  to  a  brown  clay  head,  like  Befined  and  Moist  A  num- 
ber of  unfinished  models,  of  what  Beau  Brummell  would 
have  called  '^  damp  strangers,"  were  tied  up  in  wet  doths, 
from  which  eveiy  moment  you  expected  to  hear  a  sneeze ; 
the  veiled  ones  comprising  a  lady  or  two,  a  barrister  and  a 
judge.  All  these  were  on  pedestals  :  but  in  the  background, 
on  the  boards,  stood  numerous  other  busts,  dwarfish  or 
gigantic^  heads  and  shoulders,  like  Oriental  Genii  coming  up 
through  the  floor — some  white  and  dean,  as  if  fresh  from 
the  waters  under  the  earth  ;  others  dingy  and  smoky,  as  if 
from  its  subterranean  fire-places — some  youn^  some  old, 
some  smiling,  and  others  grave,  or  even  frowning  severely ; 
with  one  alarming  £EUse,  reminding  me  of  those  hard  brutal 
countenances  that  are  seen  on  street-doors. 

On  the  mantel-shelf  silently  roared  the  Caput  of  the 
Laocdon,  with  deeply  indented  eyeballs,  instead  of  the  regu- 
lation blanks  j  and  what  the  play-people  call  a  practicable 
mouth,  L  e.  into  which  you  might  poke  your  finger  down  to 
the  gullet ;  and,  lastly,  on  the  walls  were  sundiy  mystical 
sketches  in  black  and  white  chalk,  which  you  mv^\.  ^^£^QL^ 


tlicii  stuck  the  surplus  iii:itci 
In  sliort,  bj  Bunil;ir  procoudit 
oa  and  taking  off,  at  the  en 
had  made  the  upper  half  of 
looking  very  like  "  the  idil  of 
bft]  iBlands. 

At  subsequent  eittings,  this 
oame  not  only  more  Chriatian-i 
tiie  or^nal  :  till  finally  it  put 
which  is  BO  satisfactoiy  to  one's 
were,  introdnces  a  man  to  himse) 

An  Engraving  by  Mr.  Hoath, 
to  form  the  frontispiece  to  the  S 
»ne,  and  will  be  given  with  th 
interval  be  sufQdent  for  the  car 
the  plate.  The  Address  that  st 
present  month,  will  aooompan; 
oatue  that  postpones  it — a  sevei 
oeptednBfh— - 
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[It  18  not  Improbable  that  these  few  lines  were  written  at  the  com* 
mencement  of  this  year,  as  well  as  the  Epigrams  immediately  follow, 
tog.] 

FRAGMENT 

FROBABLT  WBITTKN  DUKINO  ILLKI88. 

I*M  8ick  of  gruel^  and  the  dietetics, 
Fm  sick  of  pills,  and  sioker  of  emetics, 
Tm  sick  of  pulses'  tardiness  or  quickness, 
Fm  sick  of  blood,  it's  thinness  or  its  thickness^ 
In  short,  within  a  word,  Fm  sick  of  sickness. 


EPIGRAM. 


Mt  heart's  wound  up  just  hke  a  watch. 
As  far  as  springs  will  take — 

It  wants  but  one  more  evil  turn, 
And  then  the  cords  will  break  1 


EPIGRAM 


THS  SUFSBIORrrr  of  ICAOHimOlT. 

A  Mbohanio  his  labour  will  often  discard. 
If  the  rate  of  his  pay  he  dislikes  ; 

But  a  clock — and  it's  case  is  uncommonly  hard'* 
Will  continue  to  work,  tho'  it  strikes  I 


just  refL-rred  to,  which  it  is  cwi 
to  bi!  kiiuwu  by  ordinary  meaii! 
raali  anuertion  that  the  girl  bod  n 
person  (in  aU  Newcastle  1)  from 
wreck  could  be  obtained."  The 
faith,  Misa  Martineau  greatly  u. 
propenaities  and  wicked  capabilitit 
Bays, 

"  I  MB  ocHain  th>l  it  ii  do(  in  hnmi 
wnki,  witbont  ilip  oi  trip,  ■  utiim  of  dn 
■boald  Mj  to  of  ft  perhet  itnngsr,  u  eoiu 
vhaiii  I  knov  to  be  incapable  of  dsovpUon, 
her  iotallect  ai  of  her  morale. " 

It  js  oertain,  nevertheless,  that 
breeder,  Ann  Moore,  the  Fasting  Wo 
ing  Fanny,  and  other  impoetors,  j 

extraordinary  patience  and  painfi 
deceptions,  combined  with  aa  art  i 
doctors  medical.   Bnirit..~i    --  ■  " 
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Kraken,  and  not  beHeve  by  halves  in  the  Merman  and  the 
Mermaid. 

In  one  thing  we  cordially  agree  with  Miss  Martinean, 
namely,  in  repudiating  the  cant  about  piying  into  the 
myBteries  of  Providenoey  perfectly  convinced  that  what  ia 
intended  to  be  hidden  from  us  will  remain  as  hermetically 
sealed  as  the  secrets  of  the  grave.  The  Creator  himself  has 
implanted  in  man  an  inquisitive  spirit,  with  faculties  for 
research,  which  He  obviously  intended  to  be  exercised,  by 
leaving  for  its  discoveiy  so  many  important  powers — for 
instance,  the  properties  of  the  loadstone — essential  to  human 
comfort  and  progress^  instead  of  making  them  subjects  of 
special  revelation.  Let  man  then,  divinely  supplied  with 
intellectual  deep  sea-lines,  industriously  fathom  all  mysteries 
within  their  reacL  What  we  object  to  is,  that  so  many 
charts  are  empirically  laid  down  without  his  taking  proper 
soundings,  and  to  his  pronouncing  off-hand,  without  ex- 
amination by  the  plummet,  that  the  bottom  off  a  strange 
coast  IB  rock,  mud,  stone,  sand  or  shells.  Thus  it  ia  that  in 
Mesmerism  we  have  so  much  rash  assertion  on  the  one  hand, 
and  point  blank  contradiction  on  the  other.  To  pass  over  such 
subtleties  as  the  existence  of  an  invisible  magnetic  fluid,  and 
the  mode  of  magnetic  action,  there  is  the  broad  problem, 
whether  a  man*s  leg  can  be  lopped  off  as  imconsciously  as  the 
limb  of  a  tree  1  That  such  a  question  should  remain  in  dis- 
pute or  doubt,  in  spite  of  our  numerous  hospitals  and  their 
frequent  operations,  is  disgraceful  to  all  parties.  But  specu- 
lation seems  to  be  preferred  to  proof  Thus  Miss  Martineau 
talks  confidently  of  such  painless  amputations ;  yet,  with  a 
somnambulist  at  her  fingers*  ends,  never  assures  herself  by 
the  prick  of  a  pin,  of  the  probability  of  the  fact  Nay,  she 
is  very  angry  with  the  Experimentalist  who  tried  to  satisfy 
himself  of  the  reality  of  J.'s  insensibvLLtj  b^  ^^^oMsc^^^^^s^x^s^ 


uulJ  La', 


WW  iDwanblc  to  hii  rndeneH  ;  and  ber  in 
I  budlj  ngntM  it.     At  length,  hontn 
idea  VH  (that  which  ii  the  wle  idea  of  • 
wbat  thej  cannot  eipluo,)  of  delecting  bL 
thin  urn,  thii  geotleman,  who  '  knew  all  i 
of  mfamerie  practice,  bj  loddenl;  and  Tiol( 
without  the  iDterrcDdon  of  the  llMmerist. 
in  her  ebair.    At  that  moment,  and  while 
with  ha,  ha  ihontsd  out  to  me  that  the  hoi 
bnilal  uaaolt  on  hei  nerrea  &iled  eotirely. 
eoDgenisl  in  the  rapport.    She  made  no  attai 
wd  nothing,~e1eaTl7 heard  nothing;  andwl 
her,  Mid  nmathing  oold  had  got  bold  of  b«r. 

In  the  meantimfl  how  many  stiffs: 
mEde  and  female,  afflicted  with  cant 
who  are  looking  towards  meamerism 
asking,  ia  it  true  that  a  breast  can  fa 
as  its  bodioe ;  or  a  leg  out  off,  and  [ 
why  not.  hv  ■"">• ' 
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of  human  beings,  exhibiting  fbr  money,  on  a  stage,  states 
of  mind  and  soul  held  too  sacred  in  olden  times  to  be  elicited 
elsewhere  than  in  temples  by  the  hands  of  the  priests  of  the 
gods!" 

"  While  the  wiee^  in  whoee  hftads  this  power  ihould  be,  m  the  prieethood 
to  whom  icieiitifio  myateries  it  oonngned  by  ProTidenoe^  aoomfullj 
deoline  their  high  fanetion,  who  are  they  that  nateh  at  it,  in  iport  or 
mischief — and  always  in  ignorance?  Sohod  ehildren,  apprentices, 
thonghtlesi  women  who  mean  no  harm,  and  base  men  who  do  mean 
harm.  Whererer  itinerant  Mesmerists  haTe  been  are  there  sndi  as  these, 
throwing  each  other  into  trances,  trying  fanny  experiments,  getting 
fortunes  told,  or  rashly  treating  diseases. 

•  •  •  •  • 

"  Thos  are  human  passions  and  human  destinies  committed  to  reckless 
hands,  for  sport  or  abuse.  No  wonder  if  somnambnles  are  made  into 
fortune-tellers^ — no  wonder  if  they  are  made  into  prophets  of  fear,  malice, 
and  rerenge,  by  reflecting  in  thdr  somnambulism  the  fear,  malice^  and 
revenge  of  their  questioners ; — no  wonder  if  th^  are  made  e?«n  ministers 
of  death,  by  being  led  from  sick-bed  to  sick-bed  in  the  dim  and  dreary 
aUeys  of  our  towns,  to  declare  which  of  the  sick  will  recovw,  and  which 

wiUdiel 

•  •  •  •  • 

**  If  I  were  to  speak  as  a  moralist  on  the  responsibility  ol  the  sawMis  of 
society  to  the  multitude— if  I  were  to  unyeU  the  scenes  which  are  going 
forward  in  ereiy  town  in  England,  from  the  wanton,  sportiTe,  enriona,  or 
mischierons  use  of  this  awlnl  ageney  by  the  ignorant,  we  thoold  bear  no 
more  leiity  in  high  plaees  about  Mesmerism.*' 

A  statement  strangely  at  Tariance  with  the  following  dictum, 
which  as  strangely  makes  Morality  still  moral,  whatever  her 
thoughts  or  her  postures — and  whether  controlled  by  the 
volition  of  ''thoughtless  women  who  mean  no  harm,'*  or 
**  base  men  who  do  mean  harm.*' 

'*  The  volitions  of  the  Ifesmerist  may  actuate  the  moTements  of  the 
patient^s  limbs,  and  suggest  the  material  of  his  ideas ;  but  they  seem  un- 
able to  touch  his  morak.  In  this  state  the  wkoraU  appears  rapreme,  as  il 
U  rarely  found  in  the  ordinary  condition.** 

We  can  well  understand  the  ''social  calamity"  appre- 
hended from  a  promiscuous  use  of  the  ujimic^it  \^^«t%  ^ 
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lion  i.f  i<Qm«K.  Miss  Martinci 
cftuotimllj-  UH  Mr,  Hull ;  atid  J.  . 
and  all  its  beue6cial  reBiilts  on  h 
to  the  paaees  of  the  rntud  of  tht 
meHtic  ooncatenatioQ  that  Buggc 
picture — and  an  illustrative  lettei 


To  Mary  Smash,  al  No.  I.  C 

Deak  Uabt, 

ThiB  cums  hopbg  yure  ^ 
larn  MiBmeriung.  Its  dun  with  y 
as  taking  sites  at  Pepel,  or  talking 
nigh  you,  Td  lam  you  in  no  tinu 
only  pawing,  like,  without  touobi 
back,  witch  gives  them  a  tittOTatii: 
nerreB,  And  then  off  they  go  into 
talk  in  their  sleep  like  Orators,  1 
anserwatever  »■"■  "-     "" 


DOMESTIC  MESMERISM.  515 

they  can  pint  out  munny  hid  imder  the  Erth,  &  burried 
bones,  &  springs  of  water,  and  vanes  of  mettle,  &  menny 
things  besides 

Yesterdy  I  waa  mismerized  meself  into  a  Trance,  &  dare 
Toyed  the  chork  Gout  in  John's  stomack  as  plane  as  Mai^t 
Cliffy  So  I  prescribed  him  to  take  CoUyflower,  witch  by 
rites  should  have  been  CoUycinth,  but  I  foigot  the  propper 
word.  Howsumever  he  did  eat  two  large  ones,  and  promises 
to  cum  round. 

It  would  make  you  split  your  sides  with  lafi&ng  to  see  me 
mismerize  our  Thomas  &  make  him  go  into  all  sorts  of  odd 
postures  &  anticks  &  capers  like  a  Dotterel,  for  watever  I  do 
he  must  coppy  to  the  snapping  of  a  finger,  and  cant  object 
to  nuthing  for  aa  the  song  says  Fve  got  his  Will  and  his 
Power.  Likewise  you  can  make  the  Sombulist  taste  watever 
you  think  propper,  so  I  give  him  mesmerized  Warter  witch 
at  my  Command  is  transmoggrified  on  his  pallet  to  Sham- 
pain  &  makes  him  as  drunk  as  Old  Goosberry  and  then  he 
will  jump  Jim  Crow,  or  go  down  on  his  bended  knees  and 
confess  all  his  peckaddillos  Witch  is  as  diverten  as  reading  the 
Misteries  of  Parris. 

The  wust  to  mismerize  is  Reuben  the  Cotchman,  not  that 
hes  too  wakeful,  for  hes  generally  beery,  And  goes  off  like  a 
shot,  but  he  wont  talk  in  his  sleep,  only  suores. 

The  Page  is  more  passable  and  very  darevoying.  He 
have  twice  seed  a  pot  of  goold  in  the  middle  4ower-bed 
But  the  gardner  wont  have  it  dug  up.  And  he  says  therea 
a  skelliton  bricked  into  the  staircase  wall,  so  that  we  never 
dares  at  nite  to  go  up  alone.  Also  he  sees  Visions  and 
can  profesy  and  have  foretold  two  Earthquaoks  and  a  grate 
Pleg. 

Cook  wants  to  mismerize  too  but  what  with  her  being  so 
much  at  the  fire  and  her  fuU  babbit  %&i<(i  ^"viv^  ^g^^i^?^  ^^  ^^ 


..-  .^.,auu  require  a  Crowners 
only  Trial  wo  have  made  out  of  I 
miemerizo  the  Baker,  and  get  out 
mean  to  offer  to,  for  he  is  quite  a 

Sum  pepel  ia  veiy  dubbiuB  ab 
vont  have  it  at  an;  prioe  ;  but  Id 
and  nyi  ahe  means  to  believe  evei 
boddj  proves  quite  the  reverae.  S 
eveiy  day,  and  is  Btudd^  Frenol 
between  the  two  yon  may  play  o 
like  a  Piany,  and  put  them  into  ai 
Doune  her  tost  performance  will  b 
Head  of  the  Fammily. 

To  be  abure  it  eeenu  a  wonderful 
over  one's  Fellow  Creturs,  and  as  n 
puipoaea  But  witcb  I  cant  stop  to 
beds.  To  tell  the  truth,  witb  ao  i 
on,  our  Wurks  has  got  terrible  bebi 
has  not  been  swep  for  a  week    Si 
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THE  ECHO. 

SoMi  months  sinoe,  Mr.  Edward  Dayis,  the  well-known 
sculptor,  applied  to  me  to  sit  to  him  for  a  Bust  My  yanity 
readily  complied  with  the  request ;  and  in  due  time  I  found 
myself  in  his  studio,  installed  in  a  crimson-covered  elbow- 
chair,  amidst  an  assemblage  of  Heads,  hard  and  soft^  white, 
drab,  and  stone-colour.  Here,  a  young  Nobleman — one  of 
the  handsomest  of  the  day — in  painted  plaster;  there,  a 
beneyolent-looking  Bishop  in  clear  white  sparkling  marble, 
next  to  a  brown  day  head,  like  Refined  and  Moist.  A  num- 
ber of  unfinished  models,  of  what  Beau  Brummell  would 
haye  called  *'  damp  strangers,"  were  tied  up  in  wet  doths, 
from  which  eyexy  moment  you  expected  to  hear  a  sneeze ; 
the  yeiled  ones  comprising  a  lady  or  two,  a  barrister  and  a 
judge.  All  these  were  on  pedestals  :  but  in  the  background, 
on  the  boards,  stood  numerous  other  busts,  dwarfish  or 
gigantic,  heads  and  shoulders,  like  Oriental  Genii  coming  up 
through  the  floor — some  white  and  dean,  as  if  fresh  from 
the  waters  under  the  earth  ;  others  dingy  and  smoky,  as  if 
from  its  subterranean  fire-places — some  young,  some  old, 
some  smiling;  and  others  graye,  or  eyen  frowning  severely ; 
with  one  alarming  face,  reminding  me  of  those  hard  brutal 
countenances  that  are  seen  on  street-doors. 

On  the  mantel-shelf  silently  roared  the  Caput  of  the 
Laocoon,  with  deeply  indented  eyeballs,  instead  of  the  regu- 
lation blanks ;  and  what  the  play-people  call  a  practicable 
mouth,  L  e.  into  which  you  might  poke  your  finger  down  to 
the  gullet ;  and,  lastly,  on  the  walls  were  sundry  mystical 
sketches  in  black  and  white  chalk,  which  you  ixiv^\.  Voxc^^s^ 


.„  ^^mi'i'ii  my  sii'iukiLTs,  c 
tiioii  stuck  tiio  siiqihis  tii;itcrii 
In  short,  by  similar  procccUing 
on  and  tokiog  off,  at  the  end 
had  made  the  upper  half  of  . 
looking  very  like  "  the  id^yl  of 
bal  lelonda. 

At  Bubsequout  Bittings,  this  1 
came  not  only  more  Chriatian-li 
the  original  :  till  finally  it  put  t 
which  is  BO  satiBfactoiy  to  one's 
vera,  introdnces  a  man  to  himself 

An  fingraring  by  Mr.  Heath,  1 
to  fonn  the  frontispiece  to  the  Sei 
Bne,  and  will  be  given  with  the 
intcrral  be  suffldent  for  the  care: 
the  plate.  The  Address  that  she 
present  month,  will  acoompany 
cause  that  postpones  it — a  seven 
oepted  DOrho™  -- 
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[It  is  not  improbable  that  these  few  lines  were  written  at  the  oom- 
mencement  of  this  year,  as  well  as  the  Epigrams  immediately  follow. 

tog] 

FRAGMENT 

PBOBABLT  WRITTEN  DUBINO  ILLKB88. 

I*M  sick  of  grudi  and  the  dietetics, 
I'm  sick  of  pills,  and  sicker  of  emetics, 
Fm  sick  of  pulses*  tardiness  or  quickness, 
I*m  sick  of  blood,  it's  thinness  or  its  thickness, 
In  short,  within  a  word,  Fm  sick  of  sickness. 


EPIGRAM. 


Mt  heart's  wound  up  just  like  a  watch. 

As  far  as  springs  will  take- 
It  wants  but  one  more  evil  torn, 
And  then  the  cords  will  break  1 


EPIGRAM 

» 

THB  SUFiaiOBITT  OF  MAOHINIRT. 

A  Mbohanio  his  labour  will  often  discard. 
If  the  rate  of  his  pay  he  dislikes  ; 

But  a  clock — and  it's  case  is  uncommonly  hard^ 
Will  continue  to  work,  tho'  it  strikes  / 


As  liuinoi)  faahtooa  chnngio  ftbout, 
Tbc  reign  of  Pools  should  now  htfjia. 

For  u'hei)  tbe  Wig*  «n  goiog  out 
Tbc  NaturaU  are  ootning  in. 
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THK  TWO  MINERS. 
CHAPTER  I- 
About  niDoty  yeara  ago,  a  workman  at  one  of  the  most 
proRtable  of  the  mines  id  the  Harz  raountainB,  lived 
Michael  Hauser.  Ha  was  nt  that  time  im  old  mnii ;  he 
toiled  hard  for  eight  hourt  during  the  day,  and  the  intarval 
detween  hia  leaviog  off  work  and  retiriug  to  rest  was  Spent 
iilniiys  in  t!ie  bosom  of  his  family.  Hia  wifu  was  still  living 
aficutionate  toniirib  her  husband,  and  carrjiog  ber  love  for 
her  children,  nf  many  that  ahe  had  borne,  two  remaining 
sons,  to  an  extent  that  became  the  common  talk  of  the 
neighbourhood, 

Karl  and  Willielm  were  both  handsome,  bold,  and  vigorous 
young  men,  but  with  choracterB  as  unlike  as  tbey  could  be, 
and  which  distinctly  marked  the  conduct  of  each  ;  in  nothing 
more,  porhapa,  than  the  diSerenoe  of  their  regard  for  one 
another.      Kari,  tiie  older,  wu  not  what  would   ba  called 
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athletic;  yet  his  figure,  although  thin,  seemed  to  possess 
strength  that  might  be  dangerous  to  a  far  bulkier  antagonist 
than  himself.  His  complexion  was  sallow,  and  his  whole 
face  had  an  air  of  reserve,  and  if  the  expresBi<m  may  be 
granted  to  the  case,  of  pride,  that  kept  at  a  distance  most  of 
the  young  men  of  his  age  and  station.  None  of  his  features 
were  yeiy  remarkable,  or  drew  the  attention,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  his  eye,  which  certainly  had  an  appearance  that  no 
human  eye  had  ever  before  possessed.  It  was  large,  full, 
and  open  to  a  fearful  degree.  You  never  saw  it  wink.  You 
never  saw  it  lighted  up  in  laughter,  or  obscured  with 
tears.  It  has  been  said,  I  do  not  know  with  what  truth, 
that  Karl  Hauser  never  wept  in  his  life.  He  worked  with 
his  father  in  the  mine,  but  with  the  rest  of  his  fellow- 
labourers  he  had  little  or  no  communication.  Wilhelm  was 
eighteen  years  of  age,  and  two  years  younger  than  his 
brother,  whom  he  loved  tenderly,  and,  as  it  would  seem,  yet 
the  more  that  his  brother  continued  to  avoid  him.  He  was 
thick  set,  and  his  face  chubby.  His  spaiiding  blue  eye,  that 
seemed  to  have  usurped  all  the  motion  that  his  brother^s 
wanted,  was  never  stiU.  He  was  his  Other's  fiivourite.  His 
mother,  urged  perhaps  by  pity,  showed,  though  a  delicate 
observer  only  could  have  perceived  it,  a  partiality  for 
her  EarL 

About  six  months  previous  to  the  commencement  of  this 
narrative,  Wilhelm  had  become  enamoured  of  the  simple 
beauty  of  Bertha  Kramer,  the  only  daughter  <^  the  widow  of 
a  poor  lieutenant,  who  gained,  in  the  small  town  of  Klausthal, 
a  livelihood  for  herself  and  daughter  by  needlework  The 
young  miner  had  made  no  mention  of  his  attachment^  not 
even  to  the  maiden  herself  He  contented  himself  with 
walking  in  the  dusk  evexy  evening  to  a  clear  and  beautiful 
spring— one  of  the  many  which  are  found  b>axii^2£D%VsiiODL 


-;kKarl,be,.„„<,,  ' 
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a  mock  serious  tone  of  yoice ;  ''  if  what  old  Yerloff  says  be 
true,  there  is  a  goblin  and  a  sprite,  not  only  in  many  parts 
of  the  mountains,  but  actually  in  our  own  good  Carolina- 
mine.  And  as  for  der  Teufel  *' — and  here,  endeavouring  to 
assume  a  deeper  tone  of  seriousness,  he  laughed  out  for  some 
time  in  great  ecstacy.  ''  If  young  Spindelman  speak  sooth^ 
you.  Master  Earl,  haye  had  dealings  with  such  a  personage. 
It  was  only  the  night  before  last,  as  we  were  taking  a  glass 
of  Schnapps  together,  that  he  told  me  how  one  morning,  as 
he  was  walking  alone  in  the  mountains,  he  saw  you  in  dose 
conversation  with — a  marty  as  he  at  first  supposed  him  to  be, 
as  large  as  yonder  tree ;  how  he  heard  you  say  these  dreadful 
words : — *'  No  lent  WiU  nothing  less  niffice  you  f  Great 
God,  what  a  doom/^*  and  how,  shortly  afterwards,  he  saw 
him  descend  into  the  earth,  whereby  he  knew  him  to  be  no 
man  at  all,  but  the  black  gentleman  himself.  What  do  you 
think  of  that.  Master  Earlf  And  Spindelman  is  an 
authority,  for  he  gets  drunk  every  day.  Poor  fellow,  he'll 
soon  drink  himself  to  death.  The  Brantwein  plays  sad  tricks 
with  his  five  senses.  The  devil  and  you,  Karl," — and  he 
again  burst  out  into  an  ecstacy  of  laughter,  in  which  his 
brother  seemed  to  join  most  heartily,  though  he  did  not  utter 
one  syllable,  nor  turn  his  head,  but  employed  himself  more 
diligently  than  ever  in  chopping  wood — as  it  chanced,  his 
moming*s  occupation. 

"  No,  Karl,"  still  continued  the  gay  Wilhehn,  « I  will  take 
you  to  see  a  fairy,  the  sweetest  in  all  Germany — a  fitiiy  that 
shall  make  sparkle  again  those  stem  and  dumb — ** 

Karl  turned  suddenly  round,  and  the  word  Wilhelm  would 
have  uttered  died  on  his  lipa  Karl,  without  taking  any 
notice  of  the  effect  he  had  produced,  said,  ^  Do  not  trifle 
with  me.  Speak  seriously,  Wilhelm.  What  do  you  wish  roe 
to  dor* 
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"  Well  then,  ia  sober  Mriousnea^  I  wont  tff  (how  you — " 
Before  be  could  say  more,  hia  mother  entered  nod  inte)^ 
npted  the  oonTersatioii. 


Whoever  bos  mtuie  the  tour  of  the  Harz  mountains  will 
not  forget  vhilst  he  lires  the  majoBtic  and  awfiil  appoaranoa 
of  their  innumerable  trees,  which,  crowded  together  over  the 
undulating  tracts  of  the  hills,  aud  swayed  by  tLe  winds, 
present  the  picture  of  some  mighty  &nd  aupematuial  ooewL 
To  such  a  scene  were  Earl  and  the  aniioua  lover  now 
hastening.  The  sun  still  hung  among  the  bills,  and  the 
pleasure  of  seeing  that  huge  ball  of  fire  drop  into  the 
valleys  wsa  yet  reserved  for  the  youths :  their  road  led 
them  over  a  mountain  top. 

Karl  seemed  to  bo  acquainted  with  the  business  upon  which 
they  were  l>aund.  He  listened  to  the  frequent  bursts  of 
pasEiion  which  escaped  from  his  brother's  Ups  with  a  cold  tmd 
unchangeable  Eilence. 

"  Oh,  Karl !"  exclaimed  the  fond  youth,  "you  are  cold  and 
quiet,  and  have  no  eiperienco,  no  sympathy.  If  it  were 
otherwise,  you  would  know  how  blessed  a  thing  it  is  to  love 
— to  love  as  I  do,  with  a  fear  of  rejection,  creeping  and 
trembling  before  a  hope  that  is  dearer  than  certainty 
itself.  Karl,  am  I  not  happy  1"  He  looked  into  hta 
brother's  face  for  an  answer,  but  rooeiving  none,  poor 
Wilhelm  continued — 

"  You  know,  Karl,  that  &tber  said,  whiohever  married 
first  should  have  the  two  rooms  in  the  cottage.  Now,  an 
there  is  little  chance  of  your  entering  upon  Uie  married 
state  for  some  time,  if  ever,  !  shall  become  the  owner,  and 
^oUj  mj  dear  Karl,  must  be  contant  to  viait  us  there."      ^^^ 
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At  length  they  airived  at  the  Magdesprong.  The  mm 
went  down. 

**  My  dear  brother,  look  at  that  light  Ibot.  See  with 
what  a  maidenly  grace  it  bounds  over  the  stones.  Wait 
till  she  approach — ^look  <m  her  fiEuse,  and  tell  me  if  she  is 
not  an  angell" 

Earl  looked  towards  the  spot  to  which  he  pointed,  but 
in  truth  he  saw  nothing;  for  little  Bertha  was  at  such  a 
distance,  and  her  form  so  indistinct^  that  none  but  a 
lover^s  accustomed  eye  could  trace  it  Karl  continued 
silent,  and  a  quarter  of  an  hour  elapsed  before  the  maiden 
drew  near. 

Wilhelm  exclaimed  at  the  top  of  his  lowest  voice— 

"  There,  there :* 

And  in  his  eagerness  to  observe  the  treasure^  he  did  not 
at  all  perceive  the  movement  of  his  brother,  who,  as  if 
impelled  from  the  mouth  of  a  cannon,  mshed  from  his 
hiding-place,  and  stood  before  the  widow's  daughter.  She 
shrieked,  and  crying  ^  Oh,  my  dear  Karl,"  threw  hnself 
into  his  arms. 


OHAPTEB  U. 


Thb  first  impulse  of  Wilhelm  was  to  leap  upon  his 
brother  and  Bertha.  A  few  moments  afterwards  he  was 
retracing  his  steps  homeward,  and  weeping  like  a  child* 
'^  It  is  too  hard,"  he  said.  "  I  cannot  bear  it."  As  his 
tenderness  became  relieved  by  his  tears,  and  as  they  soon 
ceased  to  be  any  relief  whatever  to  him,  vexation,  disaj^int- 
ment  and  ill-feeling  got  the  better  of  his  good  heart  "  He 
shan't  carry  it  so  prettily,"  he  said.      **  iL^  \^Mb  ^ssisi!^>^.^f^ 


"OM  silent      it'    .  *" 
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pressive  voice,  as  if  he  were  compellmg  tae  words  which  came 
from  him,  said, 

**  Earl !  I  can't  speak  to  you  as  I  should  wish  to  speak  to 
a  brother.  You  are  either  too  proud  or  too  ill-natured  to 
answer  my  questions^ — and  I  will  not — I  am  determined — ^be 
angiy  with  you,  because  it  is  so.  Never  mind.  I  can  bear 
it  and  more.  If  yesterday  morning  I  had  been  ofifered  the 
whole  of  the  mine  over  which  we  are  walking  to  ^ve  up  that 
girl,  I  should  have  refused,  and  thought  myself  rich  in  doing 
so.  If  you  had  cut  this  limb  fix)m  me,'*  and  he  held  out  his 
big  arm,  whilst  a  tear  started  in  his  eye,  but  he  checked  it, 
"  if  you  had  cut  off  this  arm,  I  say,  I  should  have  borne  the 
pain  and  the  loss  of  it  much  more  easily  than  I  can-— do  bear 
the  loss  of  hope.  I  am  not  saying  all  this  to  show  you  how 
great  a  sacrifice  I  am  willing  to  make^  or  to  brag  of  it ;  but 
you  shall  know  that  I  have  not  loved  her  lightly ;  you  shall 
know  that  I  am  able  to  give  up  even  to  you,  from  whom  I 
can  expect  no  return,  the  only — next  to  our  dear  father  and 
mother — the  only  thing  worth  living  for.  Tell  me,  do  you 
love  her  ?  Does  she  ?** — and  it  was  here  that  his  voice  first 
began  to  tremble, — *'  does  she  love  you  t*' 

Earl  had  been  unmoved  during  the  whole  of  this  pathetic 
appeal  He  turned  now  towards  Wilhelm,  and  with  a  stem, 
inflexible  manner,  said 

''  Boy  1  when  you  took  me  to  the  spring,  I  knew  not  whom 
I  was  to  meet  there.  What  passed  there,  or  as  much  of  it 
as  you  witnessed,  for  I  know  not  how  long  you  remi^ned, 
may  be  a  sufficient  answer  to  your  question."  With  which 
words  he  turned  his  head  away,  and  was  again  silent 

<^  I  have  done,"  said  Wilhelm,  and  putting  on  their  minei^s 
dothei^  they  went  down  the  pit  to  work. 
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A  week  aflenrards  and  there  were  no  bouuda  to  Uie  | 
ocas  of  Mich&el  HckUser'B  wife.     She  know,  she  aud,  t 
thiitg  only  bad  been  wanting  to  make  hor  Karl  a. 
wildest  of  them.     "  In  fact,''  she  aaid,  and  she  n 
of  eiporienoe,  "  it  takea  different  things  to  nuke  diffeiiiBt~ 
people  happy.     Now  some  must  go  to  the  Wirtbshaua — aome 
waltz — some  gamble,  and  if  a  man  can  get  no  pleasure  in  any 
of  these,  all  tiiat  is  left  to  give  it  him,  and  whiuh  he,  without 
knowing  it,  requires,  is  a  wife." 

Little  Bertha  smiled  ;  and  aaaisted  her  f\iture  motber-in- 
law  in  removing  the  coverings  from  the  gay  fumitnre,  now 
five  yeare  deposited — hftving  been  originally  designed  as  tbe 
marriage  portion  of  a  daughter  who  did  Dot  Uve  to  mtjoy  it, 
in  those  two  rooms  which  poor  Wilhelm  had  bo  ardentljr 
hoped  to  have  made  the  home  of  Aii  Bertlia. 

Of  all  the  lovers  that  haye  been  known  Karl  was  the  most 
singular  ;  and  how  the  channiiig  Bertha  could  fancy  him  waa 
a  matter  of  no  small  surprise  to  all  who  knew  nothing  in  the 
world  about  love  afTaira.  Whatever  had  been  the  origin  and 
progress  of  their  attachment,  it  ia  unquestionably  true  tluit 
the  sullen  and  gloomy  miner  had  now  a  more  than  common 
inSuenco  over  the  affections  and  conduct  of  his  betrotlied  ; 
yet  even  towards  her,  as  to  all  the  world  beudes,  be  ww  OOM 
and  peevish. 

hove  blinded  Bertha,  and  she  did  not  feel  his  conduct. 
Perhaps  tliere  was  some  reason  for  his  raoroBenesg  with 
which  she  was  unacquainted,  and  for  which  she  pitied  hin, 
and,  it  may  be,  loved  him  the  more.  We  shall  leam  in  tba 
sequel. 

Wilhelm  went  about  his  work  as  before.  Afflicted,  as  he 
was,  by  his  loss,  he  was  too  good  to  give  to  the  oauees  of  it 
the  least  uneasiness.  He  left  home  earlier  in  the  morning 
and  tetumod  home  Uter  ti.  atahU     And  it  was  only  when  hia 
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pride  was  working  within  him,  or  when  he  was  compelled  by 
ciroamstances,  that  he  ventured  into  the  room  in  which  the 
sat  On  such  an  occasion  he  had  remarked  the  apathy  of 
his  brother^s  manner  to  her.  **  He  does  not  love  her,"  he 
internally  said ;  ''  does  not  love  her,  as  I  do-— did.  I  hope 
she  may  be  happy.  Heaven  bless  her !"  The  last  three 
words  were  unconsdously  uUertd,  and  in  a  tone  that  did  not 
escape  the  mole-eared  KarL  Wilhelm  perceived  it  He 
arose  from  his  seat,  approached  his  brother  kindly,  took  him 
by  the  hand,  and  saying  softly,  '*  Forgive  me  j  I  could  not 
help  it,"  left  the  room. 


**  Not  later  than  ten,"  said  little  Bertha  to  her  BraiUigam^ 
as  she  stepped  over  the  threshold  of  the  door  for  the  last 
time  previous  to  her  marriage.  "  Gk>od  bye  1"  and  so  saying, 
she  kissed  him,  and  departed. 

Wilhelm  was  lying  at  the  foot  of  that  spring,  which  even 
now  he  cherished  more  than  any  other  spot,  as  Bertha  passed 
it  on  her  way  home.  He  saw  her,  but  he  turned  his  head 
away,  and  played  with  the  waters  of  the  fountain.  He  felt 
the  whole  world  going  round  with  him,  as  the  sensation  of  a 
delicate  hand,  touching  his  back,  crept  through  his  blood 
Having  apologised  for  the  interruption,  ^  Master  Wilhelm," 
said  Bertha,  *'  I  am  a  vexy  foolish  girl,  and  I  know  you  will 
think  me  half  crazy  for  my  superstition ;  but  I  must  throw 
myself  upon  your  generosity,  or  be  unhappy  for  ever." 

Wilhelm's  heart  beat  violently,  but  he  did  not  interrupt 
the  lady. 

**  You  must  know  that — Fm  sure  you  wiU  laugh  outright 
— ^twelve  years  ago,  when  I  was  a  little  girl  at  school,  having 
more  time  upon  my  hands  than  I  knew  ho^  t^  ^xxii^Vs^  \j^  %2k^ 
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A  week  ofterwaidB  aud  there  were  no  bounds  to  the  happi- 
ness of  Michael  Hauser's  wife.  She  knew,  ahe  said,  that  oua 
thing  only  had  been  wauting  to  make  her  Karl  aa  gay  a«  the 
wildest  of  them.  "  In  fact,"  she  said,  and  she  was  a  woman 
of  eipericnce,  "  it  takes  different  things  to  niKke  diflTerent 
people  happy.  Now  gome  must  go  to  the  Wirthahaus — bohw 
waltz — Borae  gamble,  and  if  a  man  can  get  no  pleasure  in  any 
cf  these,  al!  that  is  left  to  give  it  him,  and  which  he,  without 
knowing  it,  requires,  ia  k  wife." 

Little  Bertha  smiled  ;  and  asaiBtod  her  future  mother-in- 
law  in  removing  the  coverings  from  the  gay  furniture,  now 
five  years  deposited— having  been  originally  dcMgned  os  tlie 
maniago  portion  of  a  daughter  who  did  not  Lve  to  enjoy  it, 
in  those  two  rooms  whiuh  poor  Wilhelm  had  so  anlently 
hoped  to  have  made  the  home  of  hit  Bertha. 

Of  all  the  lovers  that  have  been  known  Karl  was  the  most 
singular  ;  and  how  the  ohanning  Bertha  could  fiuicy  him  was 
a  matter  of  no  small  surprise  to  all  who  knew  nothing  in  the 
world  about  love  aflfeira  Whatever  had  been  the  origin  and 
progresa  of  their  attachment,  it  is  unquestionably  true  tbftt 
the  sullen  and  gloomy  miner  had  now  a  more  than  common 
influence  over  the  afTeotions  and  conduct  of  his  bettotbod ; 
yet  even  towards  her,  as  to  all  the  world  besides,  he  was  cold 
and  peevish. 

Love  blinded  Bertha,  and  she  did  not  feel  his  conduct. 
Perhaps  there  was  some  reason  for  hia  moroseness  with 
which  she  was  unacquainted,  and  for  which  she  pitied  him, 
and,  it  may  be,  loved  him  the  more.  We  shall  learo  in  the 
sequel 

Wilhelm  went  about  his  work  as  before.  Afflicted,  as  he 
was,  by  hia  loss,  he  was  too  good  to  give  to  the  causes  of  it 
the  least  unesainess.  He  left  home  earlier  in  the  mornings 
and  returned  home  Utet  at  nif^t     And  it  was  only  when  hi* 
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pride  was  working  within  him,  or  when  he  was  compelled  by 
droumstancesy  that  he  ventured  into  the  room  in  whioh  <^ 
sat  On  such  an  occasion  he  had  remarked  the  apathy  of 
his  brother's  manner  to  her.  "  He  does  not  love  her/'  he 
internally  said ;  ''  does  not  love  her,  as  I  do— did.  I  hope 
she  may  be  happy.  Heaven  bless  her  !*'  The  last  three 
words  were  unconsdously  uttered^  and  in  a  tone  that  did  not 
escape  the  mole-eared  KarL  Wilhelm  perceived  it  He 
arose  from  his  seat,  approached  his  brother  kindly,  took  him 
by  the  hand,  and  saying  softly, ''  Forgive  me ;  I  could  not 
help  ity"  left  the  room. 


"  Not  later  than  ten,*'  said  little  Bertha  to  her  Braiiiigam^ 
as  she  stepped  over  the  threshold  of  the  door  for  the  last 
time  previous  to  her  marriage.  ''  €k>od  bye  1"  and  so  saying, 
she  kissed  him,  and  departed. 

Wilhelm  was  lying  at  the  foot  of  that  spring,  which  even 
now  he  cherished  more  than  any  other  spot,  as  Bertha  passed 
it  on  her  way  home.  He  saw  her,  but  he  turned  his  head 
away,  and  played  with  the  waters  of  the  fountain.  He  felt 
the  whole  world  going  round  with  him,  as  the  sensation  of  a 
delicate  hand,  touching  his  back,  crept  through  his  blood 
Having  apologised  for  the  interruption,  <'  Master  Wilhelm," 
said  Bertha^ ''  I  am  a  very  foolish  girl,  and  I  know  you  will 
think  me  half  crazy  for  my  superstition ;  but  I  must  throw 
myself  upon  your  generosity,  or  be  unhappy  for  ever." 

Wilhelm's  heart  beat  violently,  but  he  did  not  interrupt 
the  lady. 

^  You  must  know  that — Fm  sure  you  will  laugh  outright 
—twelve  years  ago,  when  I  was  a  little  girl  at  school,  having 
more  time  upon  my  hands  than  I  knew  how  to  employ  to  sxl^ 
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.u(5 — a  widowed  bride.     Jt  i 

not  now  have  concerned  myself 
dreamt  of  it  three  times  last  ni| 
me  M  unhappy  that  I  do  not  kt 
unleas  I  find  maans  to  aak  her." 

It  did  not  require  much  argunu 
to  beoome  the  measeoger.    He  aet 
nine  o'clock,  it  was  not  yet  dark, 
house,  he  was  informed  that  the 
Gsdin^on  account  of  the  ill  health 
it  for  a  temporary  residence  in  a  i 
was  left  for  Wilhelm  but  to  return 
not  reach  until  a  late  hour,  when  m 
retired  to   rest     Having  entered, 
difficult,  he  made  hia  way  cautional 
for  some  time,  he  lat  mnung  upon 
had  been  engaged.     He  could  mx 
imagination  of  Bertha  ahould  be  p 
of  the  tmth,   to  become,  as  in 
erentnallv   »•■-  -■ 
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which  he  gently  opened :  nor,  until  after  he  had  opened  it, 
did  it  OGcnr  to  him,  that  that  door  had  never  been  known 
to  remain  unlocked,  when  Earl  was  at  the  inside.  He  trod 
softly,  and  with  the  candle  approached  the  bed ;  he  called 

his  brother's  name    ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦ 

*  •  «»  »  •  . 

Exactly  four  minutes  after  Wilhelm  had  left  his  own  room, 
he  was  again  sitting  in  it,  his  eyes  bursting  from  his  head — 
his  hur  standing  on  end — ^his  strong  limbs  quiyering — he 
gasped,  panted,  and  seemed  to  be  choking  fit>m  the  violent 
effect  of  horror  and  dread.  Confronting  him,  stood  his 
brother,  foaming  with  rage,  and  every  feature,  his  laige  eye 
excepted,  maddened  with  expression.  There  was  no  candle 
in  the  room,  but  the  moon  was  shining  full  on  their  &cesL 

"  0  Karl !  0  Karl !  Karl,  Karl  f 

''  Silence  !**  said  the  elder  in  a  loud  whisper,  and  thrusting 
his  fist  into  his  brother's  mouth  to  stop  his  utterance. 
"  Silence ! — ^By  Hell,  I'll  murder  you  if  they  hear  you !" 

'<0h!  how  horrible  r  exclaimed  Wilhehn,  still  in  vehement 
agitation,  but  adopting  his  brother's  whisper. 

"How  dared  you,  viper!  enter  that  roomf  How  dared 
you  pry '' 

"  No,  Karl,  I  did  not  pry.  Believe  me,  I  did  not — I .* 

*  Lower,  lower, — ^if  they  hear  you,  I'll  kill  you." 

''  Well,  then !  but,  indeed  I  did  not  piy.  It  was  for  your 
own  good  that  I  came.  For  her  good.  I  would  rather  have 
been  shot  than  known  that 

*'  Name  it  not.  I  spurn  you,  boy !  But  the  misery  is  on 
you,  not  on  m&  /  have  leamt  nothing.  Tou  have  a 
living  curse  within  you :  and  the  pains  and  the  tortures  of 
damnation  are  honey-drops  compared  with  it.'* 

<'  Oh,  Karl,  kill  me  if  you  will !  but  do  not  talk  thosL** 

"Yes!  you  shall  die!  but  not  wm«  Xi<^x >)  ts^XmsA^ 
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You  mtut  die  I  Yciu  oannot  live,  knowing  theae  tblagL 
Your  good  angel  shall  be  your  deitroyer." 

"  Oh  I  I  am  not  awalte, — and,  Karl !  you  are  not " 

"  What  1"  anid  Karl,  abarplj  and  bittcrij  :  and  Wiltielni, 
not  daring  to  anairei',  ruahed  to  his  bed,  and  hid  his  heftd  in 
the  cloth  ca. 

For  Bome  minutes  both  were  silent  At  longtb  Karl 
Bpoke  : — "Whftt  brought  you  into  that  room)"  Wilhelm 
oipluned  the  nature  ot  tho  transaction  in  which  he  had 
been  engaged  fur  Bertha,  hastily,  but  intelligibly ;  and  his 
recital  seemed  to  call  upon  Karl  for  all  hia  natural  boldnasa 
and  Bolf-depciidency. 

"  Look  you,  Wilhelm !  No  humnn  soul  hns  seen  me  at 
Buch  a  momeut.  You  are  the  first  I  have  not  repined  at 
my  lot  I  haTC  lived  above  it  I  never  felt  tlio  oommou 
passions  of  men,  and  therefore  sorrow  and  fear  could  be  no 
part  of  my  feelinga,  in  bearing  it  I  liave  seen  great  things. 
I  have  bought  knowledge  which  you  can  never  learn — fiat 
kinga  do  not  possoss,  and  wise  men  dream  not  of.  Is  llUs 
nothing  I — I  hftve  leaped  into  the  bowols  of  the  earth,  and 
traced  nature  in  all  her  handiworks.  Is  this  nothiugl — 
I  have  hold  commune  with  the  invisible  spirita  of  another 
world,  and  spoken  with  restless  and  deported  eoula.  But 
I  have  paid  for  all  this — and  you  know  the  price,  Wilhelm  I 
You  must  leave  this  place  to-morrow.  Let  your  secret  be 
a  secret :  and  never  let  me  seo  you  more.  Bo  wise — content 
yourself — leave  me  to  myself— and,  if  you  can, — forgot  this 
night" 

Wilhelm,  more  ooUeoted  after  hia  first  shook,  said,  "  Eari  I 
I  am  in  your  power.  You  have  the  meana  of  crushing  me — 
body,  but  not  soul.  I  have  become  innocently  acquainted 
with  your  secret — call  it  what  you  please — by  your  own 

inadvertency.      Ta'"'  "l""'    (.AvnnVivnn   rS    tou  Htnaiion  «^^H 
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think  proper.  I  shall  not  leave  my  old  parents  now,  when 
more  than  ever  they  need  a  protector — a  protector  and  a 
comfort  When  you  ask  me  to  forget  this  night,  you  ask 
me  to  foi^et  the  light  which  is  in  heaven,  the  air  that  we 
breathe ^*' 

"  But,*'  interrupted  Earl, ''  there  is  one  thing.  Tou  will 
not  divulge  this  to  the  old  people  9*' 

"  It  would  break  their  hearts.*' 

"  You  will  not  divulge  it  to  them,  then  ?    You  promise  9" 

''  I  do,  I  do !"  and  he  sighed  deeply. 

"  Nor  to  any  one  9 — ^You  promise  9" 

'•Nor  to  any  but  onb,"  said  Wilhelm,  firmly,  but  with 
iutense  passion:  ''nor  to  any  btU  one,  ELarL  That  poor 
wretch — she  shall  not  be  your  victim." 

Earl,  who  seemed  to  have  forgotten  the  tender  maiden, 
now  imconsciously  and  peacefully  sleeping,  received  this 
intimation  as  if  a  thimderbolt  had  fallen  at  his  feet;  he 
was  frantic,  and  his  tempestuous  passion  added  to  the 
whisper  which  he  was  compelled  to  adopt,  and  his  wide  eye 
all  the  while  quietly  glistening  in  the  moonbeam,  gave  to 
the  scene  a  hideous  effect.  He  fell  upon  both  knees,  and 
really  clung  to  his  lately  despised  and  discarded  brother. 

"  Wilhelm !  dear  Wilhelm !  if  you  have  one  spark  of 
brotherly  love  in  you — if  you  feel  one  drop  of  your  mother's 
blood  throbbing  in  your  veins — spare  me.  Be  not  so  cruel 
I  told  you  that  I  had  nothing  in  common  with  man — ^that 
I  was  a  stranger  to  his  passions.  One  being  has  linked  me 
to  this  world ;  else  I  had  not  borne  the  load  of  life  so  long. 
Bertha  has  been  a  whole  world  to  me.  I  am  no  less  to  her. 
For  her  sake,  I  have  sustained  life,  which  was  bitter,  and 
found  it  sweet  And  she,  before  fihe  knew  me,  life  was  to 
her  a  joy,  a  blessing.  Since  then,  it  has  become  a  paradise. 
Rob  her  of  that^  and  you  murder  Yxet.    ^^<^  Ix^tglV^sc  ^sc^ 
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tliiug,  and  jou  anuihilato  her.  Wilhelm !  you  koov  how 
much  I  am  occustomed  to  kneel  for  favours.  But,  beggMr 
&a  I  am,  and  aa  you  see  mo,  be  kind  to  me  I  be  good  1  bo 
charitable  I  be  brotherly  I  and  I  will  mtike  you  richer  than 
empires.  Do  not  refuse  me,  for  her  Bake, — and  yon  onoa 
loved  her, — do  not  I" 

Wilhelm  re]ilied,  "  The  man,  Karl,  who  tuma  ffom  ha 
Qod,  has  need  to  bend  to  &  worm.  You  would  not  be  in 
this  posture,  if  wliat  you  had  oocasiou  to  ask  wer«  right. 
I  may  kill  her;  or,  tt  may  l>e,  only  humble  your  Geadiidi 
pride.    But,  come  what  may,  I  kuow,  and  shall  do  my  duty." 

"  The  riches  of  these  mines  shall  be  poor  compared  with 
youre  :"  and  he  waited  for  a  reply. 

"  Thrice  their  value  !"     Agaiu  he  waited. 

"You  shall  have  power  infinite !  Will  nothing  satisfy  you  )" 

Wilhelm  remained  silent. 

Karl,  after  a  pause,  rose  from  the  ground.  His  features, 
now  nearer  to  their  wonted  austerity,  assumed  an  expreasioii 
of  scorn  and  pity ;  and  without  uttering  one  word  more,  ho 
retired  to  his  room.  Wilhelm  throw  himself  upon  hia  bed, 
and  buret  iuto  tears;  and,  when  he  awoke  the  next,  or 
rather  the  same  morning  at  seven  o'clock,  was  surprised  to 
find  that  ho  could  have  slept  at  alt. 


OHAPTER  HL 

"  Viel  GlUck  nadibar." — "  Congralulire." — "  Vide  Frvudt 
theurtte  naehharinn" — "  Der  Brmitigam  toll  l^itn"—"  Hit 
kleine  sehali  toll  lebai." 

Upon  the  morning  that  was  to  change  Bertha  Erunor 
from  the  Lappioat  ~-'  '-  *^  -w^—^^  *\,»v,.™;«+  «..i^^ 


RESULTS  OF  GERMAN  STUDY.  685 

in  the  world,  at  half-past  eight  o'clock,  exactly  two  houn 
before  the  ceremony  was  to  take  place,  the  neighbours  and 
fellow-workmen  of  Karl  were  amusing  old  Michael  and 
themselyes  with  these  and  similar  attempts  at  civility,  all 
of  which  were  received  by  the  old  miner  with  bows  that 
threatened  to  reach  to  the  bottom  itself  of  the  deep  Carolina. 
Earl  and  Wilhelm  wpre  both  present  Karl  astonished 
every  one  by  his  gaiety,  and  nobody  more  than  his  brother, 
who  sat  quite  apart  in  a  comer  of  the  room  with  his  face 
buried  in  his  hands.  Poor  WilKim  !  He  had  been  wishing 
himself  dead  a  thousand  times ;  and  then,  thinking  that 
wrong,  had  wished  a  thousand  times  again  that  he  had 
never  been  bom.  Worn  out  by  such  vain  conflicts^  he 
collected  hhnself  as  well  as  he  could,  muttered  "  Grod*8  will 
be  done!"  and  continued  sitting  with  his  face  hid.  He 
might,  perhaps,  have  remained  in  that  position  until  the 
marriage  was  over,  if  he  had  not  been  roused  by  Karl,  who, 
in  a  voice  that  soimded  as  if  it  was  meant  to  comfort  and 
revive  him,  said, — 

"  Come,  man,  rouse ;  never  sigh  on  such  a  day ;  you  may 
be  as  happy  yet'* 

Wilhelm,  like  a  man  who  has  lost  his  senses,  held  up  his 
head,  and  stared  his  brother  widely  and  fiiU  in  the  face. 
Karl,  without  noticing  this,  continued, — 

"There,  that's  right  Donner  wetter,  brother,  you  are 
not  to  take  it  to  heart  in  this  fashion.     Wish  me  joy " 

"  Joy — joy — joy — ^"  cried  out  the  youth.  Wish  you  joy — 
you — you — joy — him  !  Father— oh— oh,  oh — "  and  he  again 
dropt  his  &oe  into  his  hands. 

All  the  neighbours  looked  at  Miohael,  and  thai  at  Karl ; 
but  as  they  did  not  seem  willing  to  make  any  inquiry  into 
this  singular  conduct,  the  old  man,  having  previously  ascer- 
tained that  Wilhelm  was  not  observing  Vmn^  ^'Q^^  ^>aii^ 
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tho  oldest  of  thu  port;  \ry  tJie  coat,  ilrawiDg  Uio  wnrer 
noorer  to  him,  uiiJ  tLen,  by  luiJt,  gutting  tha  rest  of  Iko 
ooBipruiy  ruuiid  him,  lie,  in  a  luw  voice,  thnM  apcdte . — **  ft 
wiiM  not,  fricuds,  until  tliii  muruiuj;  Uutt  Karl  told  mo  tkat 
Willieliii  himBolf  here  has  au  affection  fbr  our  little  Bortha. 
It  appeuTB,  although  be  never  montioned  it  to  us,  that  it  bu 
been  going  on  for  some  time,  As  he  never  disclosed  tba 
Bourot  himself,  Karl  aajs,  it  would  have  been  vciy  wrung  in 
him  to  have  betrojed  it,  if  he  hiul  not  foarod  that  his  bot 
temper,  as  tho  moment  approached,  would  lead  him  into 
Boiiio  oicess  of  violence,  which,  yati  aeo,  might  rtry  easily 
have  happonod." 

"Father,  ho  best"  cried  the  joutb,  ulurting  from  bis 
obair.     "  I  do  indeed  love  her,  but " 

"  Ah,  poor  fellow,"  thought  the  neighbours,  "  we  nee  bow 
it  is,"  and  they  let  him  go  on. 

"  — but  he  lies  moet  foully.  Aak  lum  one  question,"  bo 
tuid,  his  cheeks  crimsoning  with  rage. 

Karl  passed  lum  hastily,  aud  whispered  into  hia  ear, 
"  Your  promise !" 

"  True,  true,"  bo  replied,  and  burst  out  of  the  room. 

"  And  a  better  heart  tbau  thine  never  beat,  my  dear  Karl,'' 
said  Fruu  Hauser,  moved  tu  teara,  as  her  eldest  son  followed 
WLlhelm  out  of  the  room,  as  she  said,  tu  appease  and  ttan- 
quUIise  him — "  Heaven  bleei  you  both !" 


"  But  did  he  tell  you  ali  t    Aud  ens  you  forgive  me  I" 
"  All,  and  I  forgire  you." 
"  Aud  will  she  oomet" 
"  She  oumoL.    "Hie  Ulnes  of  her  mother  pitvuita  har ; 
bat  ahe  aokuowi-'l*"  ih«,*jJBiB 
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compact.  Wilhelm  himself  would  tell  you  this,  and  morq 
if  his  jealousy  and  unkindness  did  not  keep  him  away.  Hi 
left  his  &ther  and  mother  about  an  hour  since,  and  has  hi4 
himself  no  one  knows  where.  I  almost  despise  him  for  hii* 
want  of  generosity;  but  I  hope  the  fool  will  come  to  n% 
harm.    Why  do  you  sigh,  Bertha  f  ** 

"  For  Wilhehn,  love." 

"For  him  1" 

''Ye&  Have  I  not  made  him  unhappy  f  Have  I  not' 
nourished  a  passion  in  him  which  may  be  his  ruinf  Dit 
I  not  daily  visit  that  dreadful  spot  9  Indeed,  Karl,  thesi 
are  things  to  make  a  girl  sigh,  whose  days  have  crept  on  s* 
quietly  as  mine  have.  I  am  sure,  if  I  had  known  it,  I  wouli 
not  have  gone  to  that  ugly  spring  a  second  time. 

"  Foi^t  it,  child." 

"  But  surely  he  will  not  offer  you  any  violence  f  Oh  nq, 
I  am  sure  he  will  not  No,  my  dear  Earl — ^he  is  too  good^ 
He  loves  you  too  well  Ah,  yes,  and  I  could  prove  it  Up 
you,  if  you  would  not  be  angry  with  me." 

"  Was  I  ever  angry  with  you  1" 

"  Well,  you  must  know  that  I  saw  Wilhelm  about  an  hour 
ago. 

"  You !"  interrupted  KarL 

"  Well,  well,  but  he  did  not  see  me.    There,  I  said  you  . 
would  be  angry — I  will  not  tell  you." 

"  Oh !  Bertha,  if  you  knew  what  agony  your  words  bring 
to  this  heart,  you  would  not  trifle  with  ma** 

''Indeed,  indeed!  I  am  sorry  for  it.  But  why  should 
they  f    Can  you  be  jealous  of  Wilhehn  V 

"  You  say  you  saw  him  this  morning.     Was  he  alone  f " 

"You  shall  hear.  Anxious  to  receive  an  answer  to  mji 
message,  I  was  descending  to  your  cottage  in  the  hope  ol 
meeting  with  Wilhelm,  when  I  saw  Y^^el  raaScL  ^csol  ^^  ^s^^st. 


from  his  [)ucket — he  kuolt  ;ig: 
I  hL-:.r.i  hiui— it  KM  the  liible, 
ferreiitly  and  diBtinctlj ;  be  n 
hoped  God  would  be  kind  to  y- 
wished  that  I  might  be  happ;  . 
this  moment,  Beeing  you  coming, 
•way." 

Earl,  by  UiB  manner,  hnd  eviden 
than  wae  conveyed  to  him  in  thet 
speech  of  Bertha's  bad  a  visible  ( 
him.  From  that  moment  till  he  < 
his  lovely  and  innocent  bride,  he 
At  the  altar,  even,  as  he  stood,  the 
the  envy  of  his  companions,  his  br 
spirit  was  oppressed.  To  the  ma 
were  offered  him  he  returned  not 
ehed,  half  in  joy  half  in  fear,  by  b 
oold  and  insensible.  He  led  her  f 
she  clung  to  his  arm.  !>■■»  >•-  - 
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boy,  and  foresaw  that  he  would  come  to  no  good :  others 
pitied  him,  and  said  that  he  had  been  unfairly  outwitted  by 
his  brother.  His  absence,  however,  made  nobody  unhappy 
or  uneasy,  but  Michael  himself,  who  called  his  Wilhelm 
a  loving,  kind-hearted  boy,  that  deserved  to  be  horsewhipped 
for  making  his  old  father  wretched. 

Earl  and  Bertha  were  meanwhile  loitering  on  the  moun- 
tains. The  latter,  happy  as  her  situation  could  make  her ; 
the  former,  still  silent  and  dull.  At  any  other  moment 
Bertha  would  have  been  affected  by  his  reserve— a  stranger 
would  have  been  struck  with  it;  but  the  novelty  of  her 
situation  had  bewildered  her,  and  she  knew  not  whether  the 
silence  of  Karl  was  the  result  of  the  late  ceremony,  or  his 
natural  temper.  She  would  not,  she  could  not,  find  fiiult 
with  him ;  and,  trembling  at  his  side,  she  walked,  unwilling 
and  unable  to  disturb  him.  At  length.  Earl  stopped,  and 
taking  her  by  the  hand,  which  he  held  fiuit,  looking  her  full 
in  the  face,  he  said, — 

''  Bertha,  it  was  his  own  fault — his  own  deed — ^he  had  the 
choice — I  offered  it  to  him — there  was  no  alternative.*' 

''  What  do  you  mean,  love  )*'  said  Bertha,  timidly. 

"  Wilhelm — ^my  brother — ^that  prayed  for  me  at  the  tree — 
you  cannot  deny  it — ^you  told  me  so  yourselfi" 

**  Yes,  I  did.  Earl ;  but  why  do  you  look  so  wildly  I  Why 
do  you  press  my  hand  f    You  hurt  me,  EarL" 

'<Do  I,  child)"  said  he,  as  if  starting  from  a  dream. 
**  I  do.  Forgive  me,  love,  foi^ve  me :"  and  he  walked 
slowly  on;  and  she  followed,  amazed  and  frightened;  and 
so  they  reached  home. 


It  is  midnight,  and  there  is  not  one  sound  to  be  heard  in 
the  whole  village  of  KlausthaL    E'ver^  cxeA^?Qx^  \^stf^  ^\a\c^ 


receiving  any  tiilings  of  Wilhel 
Iioiir  ([iiiotly  to  sleep.     It  is  twe. 
at  i'chL     Oue  o'clock  sounds — Be 
like  the  striking  of  a  flint     SI 
a  glimpae  of  her  husband  creej 
concealing  with  his  hand  a  lighted 
towards  the  staire,  and,  without 
Bcends.     The  heart  of  Bertha  beab 
but  one  impulse,  and  she  obeys  it, 
more  gently  even  than  Earl,  she 
and  follows  the  gUmmerlDg  of  the  U, 
Earl  reaches  the  bottom,  and  eb 
ment,  asBures  himself  that  everythii 
and  opens  carefully  the  cottage  dc 
threshold,  and  as  carefully  closes  it 
daricuees.    She  stauda  fixed  to  th 
reached  at  the  moment  of  her  husbi 
and  ber  fear  and  her  surprise  rende 
long  she  remained  in  thin  ■;*— " 
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chance  of  being  observed.     The  door  opened — and  Karl 
entered,  but  looking  meet  pale,  anzions,  and  disturbed.     In 
his  left  hand  he  bore  a  spade.     His  right  hand — and  Bertha, 
to  her  inexpressible  horror,  peroeiyes  it — ^is  coyered  with 
blood.     The  assassin,  the  mnrderer,  the  fratricide — ^for  such 
indeed  she  imagines  him — ^mutters  to  himself  these  words— 
she  hears  him  distinctly— "I  am  happier  now,  much  happier." 
A  gleam  of  hope  burst  in  upon  her.     "Thank  God,"  she 
thought,  ''he  is  innocent ;  he  could  not  speak  thus  with  his 
brother's  blood  upon  his  soul.     There  is  some  mystery  con- 
nected with  it  all,  and  in  the  morning  I  shall  be  made  ac- 
quainted with  it."     Karl  spoke  again.     "  For  Bertha's  sake 
I  am  glad  of  this.     Her  life  will  be  more  peaoefuL     The 
storm  that  threatened  her  days  has  passed  oyer,  and,  at  all 
events,  there  will  be  sunshine  for  her."    Saying  these  words, 
he  made  a  movement,  as  Bertha  thought,  towards  the  stair- 
case.    As  cautiously  as  she  could,  she  reached  her  room 
again,  and,  almost  fainting  with  apprehension,  waited  her 
husband's  return  to  bed.     Some  time  elapsed  before  he 
made  his  appearanca     His  back  is  turned  towards  Bertha, 
and  she  gazes  upon  his  hand — ^the  blood  was  gone.    Leaving 
the  candle  still  burning  in  the  room,  he  resumed  his  place  at 
the  side  of  his  lovely  and  innocent  wife. 

''He  sleeps,"  said  Bertha,  hearing  him  draw  his  breath 
heavily,  and  having  herself  kept  awake  upwards  of  an  hour : 
"  he  sleeps — ^no  murderer  could  sleep."  She  raises  herself  in 
the  bed,  and  her  motion  does  not  awake  him.  She  leaves 
the  bed;  still  is  he  imdisturbed,  and  still  he  breathes  as  calm 
as  in  sleep.  "  One  look,  and  I  will  be  satisfied."  She  took 
the  candle  and  placed  it  before  his  faca 

Wretched,  wretched  Bertha ! — ^with  affiright,  with  horror, 
with  an  astonishment  that  took  from  her  the  ability  to 
speak,  the  power  of  moving  one  mnade  ^  V^st  \aax  %sA^!^« 


nail  miHcd  tlio  lids,  that  space  it( 

The  body  of  Bertha  ihook  be 
long  before  her  apeeoh  returned 
nod  she  wept,  and  ehe  fell  on  her 
name.     "Karl,  mj  dear  Earl,— 
breathed,  his^eet  rose  and  fell, 
him.     She  seized  him  violeotly  auo 
up.  The  candle  fell  &om  her  hand,ai 
The  moonbeams  mantled  her  with  \ 
pearaaoe  of  Karl's  features,  as  he  rui 
to  her,  was  truly  awfiiL     It  was  no 
it  was  not  remorse.     It  was  &eaij 
weakness  and  distreas.     He  clasped 
over  the  poor  wretch,  whose  face  wai 
a  pieroing,  heart-rending  tone,  he  ori 
I  (UHKOT,  I  ounroT — it  is  my  oune- 
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no,  it  was  to  dream  and  perspire  ;  from  one  until  three,  the 
Grim  Spectre  of  Schaffenwalden  danced  without  ceasing  at 
the  bottom  of  the  bed  :  from  three  till  six  I  was  oppressed 
with  the  vision  which  I  commit  to  paper,  and  now  send  for 
your  edification.  Publish  it— do  what  jou  please  with  it— 
but  I  beseech  you  entertain  a  proper  esteem  for  past  favours, 
and  send  me  no  more  Spectres  from  Schafifenwalden. 

Your  fiuthful 
January f  1845.  Benjamin  Jonbs. 


A  NOTE  FROM  MY  NOTE  BOOK. 

—♦ — 

Onb  of  the  most  beautiful  poems  in  the  English  language 
is  Collins*s  Ode  to  Evening.  Its  melody  is  exquisite ;  and 
the  construction  and  rhythm  are  worthy  of  study.  There  is 
in  the  composition  a  peculiarity  which  greatly  helps  the 
charm ;  by  one  of  those  happy  characteristic  effects  which 
genius  by  art  or  instinct  is  so  apt  to  produce.  The  whole 
poem  u  hut  one  ientenee.  There  is  no  full  stop  till  the  end. 
The  verse  flows  on  unbroken,  like  one  of  those  gentle  con* 
tinuous  breezes  that  breathe  on  a  fine  summer  evening. 


EPIGRAM. 


A  Lord  bought  of  late  an  outlandish  estate^ 
At  its  Wild  Boars  to  Chevy  and  dig ; 

So  some  people  purchase  a  pig  in  a  poke^ 
And  others,  a  poke  in  a  pi^ 
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SiKOE  the  publication  of  the  fint  volume  of  this  series 
many  kind  friends — and  many  kind  strangers,  one  as  far  off 
as  Australia — ^have  afforded  information  which  throws  some 
light  on  the  earlier  portion  of  my  father's  career  as  an 
author. 

The  first  thing  I  had  better  do  is  to  correct  a  mistake  of 
my  own,  the  insertion  of  a  review  of  the  Cook's  Oracle, 
which  I  was  led  to  believe  was  my  father's,  but  which  really 
was  from  the  pen  of  John  Hamilton  Reynolds.  Between 
him  and  my  father  I  am  now  able  to  apportion  the  Odes  and 
Addresses,  my  Australian  correspondent  having  furnished  me 
with  a  list  of  those  marked  by  my  father  as  his  own,  in 
a  presentation  copy.  According  to  this,  he  contributed  the 
verses  addressed  to  Graham,  Mrs.  Fry,  Richard  Martin,  the 
Great  Unknown,  Joseph  Grimaldi,  the  Steam  Washing  Com- 
P^^Ji  Captain  Pany,  and  William  Kitchener. 

I  have  also  found  that  my  &ther  was  for  a  short  time  a 
contributor  to  ''Maga,"  in  which,  in  1826,  appeared  the 
"  Ode  to  the  Moon,"  and  the  **  Monkey  Martyr ;"  the  former 
subsequently  republished  in  "the  Plea  of  the  Midsummer 
Fairies,"  the  latter  in  the  second  series  of  "Whims  and 
Oddities." 

The  "Verses  in  an  Album"  (p.  230,  vol.  L)  were  written 
in  1823,  and  not  in  1825  as  I  supposed.     I  have  found  the 

VOL.  X.  ^^ 


origiuol  leaf,  whcrcuii,  beneath  tbeoi,  ore  the  ioUowing  linn 
by  Barry  Comwfill  : — 


Why  then,— «m(i  for  ever 
III  AD  amorous  toue 
Till  the  grwit  ApoUu 
Crown  theo  for  his  own, — 
Sii  may  laural  ehnde  thee. 
And  no  core  ulTitdo  thee 
Nc;ir  bU  golden  throne  ! 


Tliere, — with  love  i 
Il;ippy  niay'st  Uiou  bo 
\ti  the  green  woods  ringing, 
Whou  &om  branch  uid  Ireu 
Mneic  fiUls  in  shower? 
Hiding  the  spring  bonis 
With  iU  rich  melody. 

Tliere, — with  song  and  pleasun 

Dowor'd,  and  the  ray 

Of  ttie  God,  whose  treaiaure 

Paagoth  not  away, — 

Live,  and  sing  for  ever, 

Like  the  Pindus  river 

Crowned  with  deathless  bay. 

B.  W.  P. 
Haj,  isaa. 

Proctor,  with  the  true  poetio  instinct,  recognised  my 
lather  aa  a  brother  bard  even  at  this  early  period.  In  the 
"  Flood  of  Thcssaly,"  and  other  poems,  pubUshed  by  him 
St  the  beginning  of  ^  H^Q  I?^*  P°b  °^  th?  pocmam  Htf 
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volume,  ''  The  Genealogies,"  is  dedicated  to  mj  father  in  the 
following  words : — 

*'  To  Thoicas  Hood. 
"  My  dear  Sir, 

"  I  offer  this  fragment  to  you  partly  because  you 
are  a  lover  of  the  mirthful,  as  well  as  of  the  serious ;  but 
principally  because  I  am  anxious  to  incite  you  by  this  open 
acknowledgment  of  your  rare  poetical  powers  to  exercise 
them  for  the  gratification  of  the  publia 

**  I  would  not  be  thought  fbrward  in  thus  becoming  the 
herald  of  your  reputation,  but  I  am  nevertheless  desirous  of 
saying  (what  I  have  never  before  said  to  you)  that  believing 
your  poetical  faculty  to  be  equal  to  very  high  accomplish- 
ment, I  shall  venture,  in  case  you  enrol  your  name  among 
the  living  poets,  to  look  forward  with  confidence  to  your 
complete  success. 

"I  am, 

"  Sincerely  yours, 

«B.  C." 

The  lines  by  Pauper,  at  p.  379,  voL  il,  which  I  conjectured 
to  be  Reynolds's,  are,  I  am  informed,  by  Mr.  Dilke  (who  has 
my  most  sincere  thanks  for  the  valuable  assistance  he  has 
given  me  in  this  edition)  by  Barry  Cornwall. 

At  p.  348  of  vol  il,  I  have  given  my  reasons  for  believing 
that  my  father  wrote  some  pieces  for  the  stage.  My  oonjeo- 
ture  has  been  borne  out  by  several  facts  I  have  since  leamt. 
Mr.  Folkard,  an  old  £riend  of  my  father's,  informs  me  that 
a  &rce  of  his,  called  ''  York  and  Lancaster — or  a  School  with- 
out Scholars,*'  was  acted  at  the  Adelphi  Theatre  about  thirty 
years  ago.  Of  this,  unfortunately,  only  the  following  song 
remains.  It  was  sung  by  Wilkinson,  as  a  melancholy  school- 
boy— in  fact,  the  only  scholar  at  a  Yorkshire  ^Vi^^\\  Maa 


other  two  charoclora  in  the  fkrco  being  Btutained  by  Yntci 
Bud  Matthews. 

When  I  waa  fii-sl  a  scholar,  I  went  to  Doctor  Monk, 

And  olcphant-iikc  I  had,  iir,  a  cake  put  in  my  Inink  ; 

The  Rov.  Doctor  Monk,  sir,  waa  very  grave  and  [irim. 

Ho  stood  full  6IX  foot  high,  HIT,  and  no  all  lookod  up  to  him. 

Thoy  didn't  pinch  and  st&rvo  us,  ns  horo  they  do  at  Yorlc, 
For  ovory  boy  wiis  nak'd,  sir,  to  bring  e,  knife  (uid  fork. 
And  then  I  hail  a  chum  too,  to  fug  and  ull  of  that, 
I  made  him  eum  up  my  sums  too,  and  cat  up  oU  my  fkt. 

For  goodneBB  wo  hod  prises,  and  biroh  for  doing  ill, 
But  none  of  tbo  Biroh  that  vieita  the  bottom  of  OornhilL* 
And  we'd  half  a  dozoo  uahent  to  touch  us  Latin  and  Urock. 
And  all  we'd  got  in  our  head,  air,  was  uombod  out  oaoo  & 
week. 

And  then  wo  hnd  a  shop,  too,  for  lollipops  and  squibs. 
Whore  I  often  had  a  hck,  sir,  at  BuODaparty's  riba  I  + 
Oh  !  if  I  waa  at  Clapham,  at  my  old  school  again, 
In  the  rod  I  could  funcy  honey,  and  BUgar  in  the  coub. 

I  am  indebtod  to  Mr.  Robert  Bell — and  much  indebted  to 
him — for  a  fiirther  proof  of  my  father's  oonneotion  with  the 
stage.  In  the  year  1820,  under  Ur.  Bell's  editordiip, 
appeared  "  The  Atlas,"  supporting  ou  ita  shouldai-s  the  worW 
of  hterature  and  art,  "  tlie  largest  iiheet  ever  issued  horn  tbs 
press,"  and  almost  the  only  one  treating  of  such  topics  at 
that  time.  For  thia  journal  my  father  wss  for  some  time 
the  dramatic  critic  In  the  second  number  appeared  tho 
Ode  to  Gibbon  Wakefield,  to  be  found  at  page  ii3  of  vol.  I 

*  Birch'ii  p^rj  cnok'n  ahop  ig  itill  tt  the  Imtton)  of  CombUl. 

f  Bnojuparte'i  rih«— »  f"«™*«»  wmtBuiH  ■>«■■  iU*t*  imh  ifML 
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of  the  Works.  Unable  to  trace  its  origin,  I  assigned  to  it 
the  date  of  Wakefield*s  trial  instead  of  the  date  of  Miss 
Tumer*8  abduction.  In  the  eighth  number  was  given  ''  the 
Ode  to  Mr.  Wrench,*'  which  will  be  found  at  page  363  of  voL 
IL  of  the  Works.  Mr.  Wrench  was  again  acting  at  the 
English  Opera  House  in  1831,  to  which  date  I  erroneously 
attributed  the  ode  that  I  possessed  only  as  an  undated  news- 
paper cutting. 

Of  oourse  the  reprinting  of  these  criticisms  entire  is  out 
of  the  question.  But  I  have  gone  through  them  carefully 
with  a  view  of  extracting  such  portions  as  are  characteristic 
of  my  father  s  style  and  manner  of  thinking.  In  many  in- 
stances these  extracts  will  have  the  further  merit  of  recall- 
ing to  the  minds  of  old  play-goers  the  dramatic  celebrities  of 
their  youth.  They  have  appeared  to  me  on  both  these 
grounds  so  interesting — ^and  on  the  former  so  valuable  as 
specimens  of  my  Mher's  writing  at  that  early  period  in  his 
career,  that  I  print  them  in  the  belief  that  the  public  will 
agree  with  me  that  they  deserve  a  place  here. 


THEATRICALa 

— ¥— 

On  taking  our  place  as  theatrical  critics  in  the  ''  Atlas,**  it 
may  be  expected  that  we  should  bestow  a  few  words  on  our- 
selvea  And  first,  we  hope,  and  mean,  to  dispense  impartial 
justice  amongst  those  jealous,  ambitious,  unreasonable, 
amusing  people  called  actors,  and  aotressea  We  are  aware 
of  the  difficulty  of  the  task, — but  we  come  unbiassed  by  any 
stage  connections,  and  resolute  to  perform  our  office  withotit 
fear  or  favour.  We  are  not  partisans  of  any  lady  or  gentle- 
man upon  the  board&     There  are  persons^  hi^  ksL<;;>i^^VQ£^ 


wliat   is  ple;ianut   in   Mrs.    F;i 
■Wrciicli   tiocs   nut   lilind   iia   t 
Tliere  are  other  pereoua  who  t 
are  gone  hj,  and  therefore  co 
Muadon  till  atUt  his  retirott 
been  happy  enough  to    have 
Siddona,  and  the  great  Kemb 
that  retroapective  kind.     The  1. 
'shall  deserve  them,  may  eipect 
prose  and  verae, — the  faulty  wi 
a  vholesome   Bevertty.     lu  tb£ 
critic's  proper  place,  though  he 
shall  take  our  seat,  and  from  t 
both  plaj-wrighta  and  players. 

For  the  present  week  it  wa 
Elliston's  FolstafF.  But  his  un 
tripped  up  the  heels  of  our  inte 
with  him  upon  its  fkce.  As  &r 
well  for  his  perfonnance  :  >•"  '"• 
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Macready's  manager — fell ! — Druiy  a  Emperor  lay  groyelUng 
upon  the  boards ! 

<*  Fallen  !  fidlen  !  &Uen  I 
Fallen  from  hia  high  estate." 

Oh !  Great  Lessee,  then  wert  thou  lessened !  thou  didst 
lose,  Great  Manager !  all  thyself,  and  self-management.  The 
Whitsuntide  rabble,  that  had  perhaps  quaked  before  thee  at 
the  Surrey — holiday  butchers  that  had  scrambled  down  from 
thy  benches  at  thy  bidding — ^men  that  had  bowed  to  thy 
Olympic  dignity — beheld  thee  prostrate  !  They  hooted  and 
hissed  thee  to  scorn.  The  gentle  Sambo,  thy  own  Mr. 
Spring,  sigheth  now,  mstead  of  his  usual  smiling ;  and 
Wenston  shaketh  his  head.  Thy  enemies — men  that  have 
smarted  from  thy  kick  and  thy  stick — ^have  lifted  up  their 
horns.  Williams  croweth  at  thee.  Poole  is  avenged.  The 
refractoiy  glafis-blowers  are  chuckling  over  thee  in  a  para- 
graph.    ^*  There  are  forty  laughing  like  one.'* 

Thy  fault  is,  after  all,  venial — ^a  gentlemanly  fr^ty — 
though  the  fit  was  ill-timed.  To  drink  is  human ;  but  we 
dread  the  effect  of  such  high,  flagrant  example  upon  the 
universal  establishment.  If,  hereafter,  a  Hamlet  shall  come 
in  maudlin,  who  shall  reprove  it  ?  Canst  thou  fine  Lear  for 
being  only  in  his  cups  ?  In  our  mind's  eye  we  see  a  groggy 
MacbetL  The  three  overtaken  witches  are  tumbling  inta 
their  own  cauldron.  The  figurantes  dance  reels  bacchanaliao. 
The  scene-shifbers  are  misjoining  fragments  of  land  and  sea 
— ill-painted  blotches,  for  Stanfield  has  dipped  his  brush  into 
a  full  rummer.  Rosina  is  singing  suspiciously  out  of  time 
and  time ;  and  Othello  (there  is  precedent  for  it)  is  un- 
affectedly drunk.  Wilt  thou  ever  hold  up  thy  head  again 
upon  the  stage  t  We  hope  so,  after  a  few  salutary  vows,  and 
a  decent  retirement.     But  remember  the  lesson  for  evecr- 


Woodstock.— Ab  soon  as  the 
the  publio  with  a  novel,  the  next 
for  the  disma ;  and,  in  Jnoet  cast 
process  quite  so  well  as  hare.  The 
— the  three  volumes  are  served 
the  public  have  accepted  it  with 
The  novel  did  not  seem  to  us  fun 
stage  adaptation — and  for  waut  of 
drags  on  rather  heavily.  We  « 
reconsider  the  character  of  ^r  H 
representation.  There  was  too  i 
not  enough  of  the  heart;,  hunter- 
iu  taet,  the  Sir  Henry  Lee  of  the  nt 
innocent  to  be  dasow*  ~— 
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liberation— of  the  Loyalists,  and  the  marriage  of  Alice  Lee 
with  Markham  Everhard — literally  all  in  a  breath. 

On  giving  out  Woodstock  for  repetition,  it  was  answered 
with  general  approbation  ;  but  we  should  advise  a  great  deal 
of  pruning  before  the  piece  is  played  again— or,  to  refer  to 
our  first  comparison,  let  the  gristles  and  skin  be  taken  out 
One  scene,  indeed,  proved  so  uninteresting  to  the  gallery 
that  the  gods  betook  themselves  to  conversation,  not  in 
whispers — and  a  noise  ensued  that  would  have  silenced  Miss 
Paton  for  ever. 

We  have  read  strange  stories  lately  of  this  lady  abruptly 
leaving  off  in  the  middle  of  her  song,  because  an  imlucky 
boatswain  made  a  remark  in  the  one  shilling  gallery.  On  a 
second  observation,  it  is  said  that  she  threw  up  her  song, 
and  left  the  stage  !  The  very  singing-birds  might  have 
taught  her  not  to  be  so  easily  put  up,  or  put  down.  It  is 
but  an  Irish  method,  after  all,  of  spiting  her  friends  and 
obliging  her  enemies ;  and  besides,  singers  are  not  paid  to 
give  themselves  airs,  but  for  giving  them  to  other  people. 


BENEFITS. 


The  performers'  nights  are,  by  custom,  exempt  from  criti- 
cism. They  are  set  apart  for  the  actor^s  harvest,  and  it 
would  be  as  unkind  to  enforce  the  right  of  censorship  as  to 
insist  upon  the  privileges  of  the  free  list  At  such  times 
the  children  of  the  drama  play,  not  for  reputation,  but  for 
profit.  They  are  reduced  to  the  condition  of  the  unfortunate 
gentleman  in  the  Spectator,  who  advertised  to  murder  him- 
self by  subscription.  It  is  not  the  fault  of  performers  if 
they  must  burlesque  themselves,  like  W\ft  \«X.e  "^^-si^^^^c^ 


tempt  tlie  subcr  furiiilica  nlio  m 
theatres   (nice   a  year,  t^   atteuti 
of  their  benefit ;  nnd  they  must 
play-goer    with    some    oxtravaga 
Whitechapel  may  see  Mr.  Macread 
in  a  month,  but  his  Loouey  Mac 
ODoe  in  a  season.     It  is  from  noa 
Mr.  Furen  abuses  the  character  of 
money  in  his  parse,"  if  Mr.  Young 
feathers;  or  Harley  to  prove  ho 
Hamlet.     Their  follies  are   not  m 
slips  of  gentlemen   in   their  cups, 
dngere  dance,  it   must   be   winked 
promise  a  pa*  de  troU  with  Mrs.  ( 
while  Mr.  Fawcett  condescends,   " 
swallow  a  broadsword ;  and  the  fa' 
Ripe "  is  volunteered  by  Mrs,  Dave 
in  pantaloons  is  no  aovelty,  but  she 
murder  Othn'i"  "-• '   '^    ' 


APPENDIX.  555 


COVENT  GARDEN. 


At  CcYent  €ku:deii,  the  new  piece  of  Woodstock  hatf 
lasted,  like  a  bachelor's  leg  of  mutton,  all  through  the  week ; 
but  we  would  rather  see  the  joint  a  second  time  than  the 
play.  A  propos  of  mutton, — ^we  must  object  to  Mr.  Eemble's 
farce  of  eating  in  the  supper  scene.  There  was  an  abun- 
dance of  knife-and-fork  work,  as  if  the  very  platter  would 
follow  the  eatables,  but  little  of  true  mouth-service ;  it  was  a 
sham  fight  with  the  yictuals.  He  played  it  as  brother 
Stephen  used  to  play  Falstaff — without  stuffing.  He  was 
like  the  miller  in  the  proverb,  that  makes  a  meal,  but  does 
not  eat  at  alL  It  had  the  mere  sound  of  eating,  like  a 
turkey's  gobbling.  We  can  fancy  how  Wrench  would  have 
devoured  it ;  but  a  manager,  perhaps,  cannot  be  expected  to 
be  so  hungry  as  an  actor.  Let  him  doff,  too,  those  trans- 
verse sticking-plaster  patches,  as  numerous  and  firightfill  as 
Munchhausen's  in  the  authentic  portrait.  They  seem  a  bur- 
lesque allusion  to  the  dethroned  Charles,  as  ''a  king  of 
shreds  and  patche&"  As  there  is  a  deviation  in  that  part 
from  the  novel,  the  whole  story  of  his  bricklayer's  accident 
down  the  fix)nt  of  the  house,  and  the  scratching  of  his 
august  face  against  the  rough  cart,  had  better  be  omitted. 


AMERICAN  THEATRICALa 


Thsbb  has  been  a  theatrical  row  at  Philadelphia,  but 
between  a  manager  and  an  actor.  A  Mr.  Wemyss  persisted 
iu  using  the  expression  of  "a  bravo  En^ll&bmAsi"  j^sw  *«fi^. 


iutoleriilile  in  our  Hiiiinte.  C 
Eiigliahnun  tliruat  neck  and  cro 
imtimelj'  oough  ;  or  an  unfortuiut> 
aoquuntanoe,  who  has  a  snake-like 
biasing  that  Mr.  Mathews  once, 
would  have  offered  him  a  guinea  to 


PASTA'S  MED 


Op  Madame  Pasta's  acting  in  the  ( 
impossible  to  speak  in  terms  of  su 
performance  f\ill  of  genius,  and  a  t 
sculptor,  and  the  muudan.  It  wonI< 
to  her  own  to  describe  the  Bubhme 
and  geetmr«  with  which  she  gave  th 
JasoD  asks.  "  Oho  ■.v~—- 
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with  which  she  gave  the  passage,  "  Mira  infido,  a  quale  stato, 
sol  per  te  ridotto  io  sono."  In  the  expression  of  tenderness 
in  all  its  shapes,  Madame  Pasta  is  unrivalled.  Her  caresses 
are  always  full  of  grace  and  beauty ;  and  is  there,  in  the  whole 
world,  a  more  lovely  sight  than  the  gentle  endearments  whict 
mark  the  affections  of  a  fond  but  delicate  woman ) 

Our  vulgar  performers,  our  Romeos  and  Juliets,  show 
their  ardours  by  the  extremity  of  their  hugs — they  love  as 
bears  fight  Madame  Pasta,  in  the  last  scene  of  Romeo, 
throws  back  the  hair  from  the  forehecMl  of  Juliet,  and  simply 
clasps  her  head.  There  is  a  depth  of  love  in  that  single 
action  that  we  never  before  saw  expressed ;  it  is  not  a  caress 
of  dalliance— that  would  be  out  of  place  when  Romeo  is  on 
the  brink  of  eternity — but  of  a  love  as  pure  from  grossness 
as  that  the  mother  bears  her  child*  It  is  a  beautiful  com- 
mentary on  a  phrase  which  has  always  been  a  great  favourite 
of  ours,  the  carum  caput  of  the  Latins,  the  ^1X7  kc^oX^  of 
the  Greeks.  Madame  Pasta,  when  she  clasped  the  lovely 
head  of  Ronzi  de  Begnis,  made  us  feel  the  full  force  of  the 
carum  caput.  We  have  since  seen  the  same  action  used  on 
a  less  bewitching  subject,  but  with  almost  equal  effect  In 
Medea,  her  caresses  of  her  children  are  unspeakably  lovely ; 
she  does  not  smother  them  with  kisses  in  the  manner  of 
our  Coras,  but  the  mother^s  passion  speaks  in  her  eloquent 
face,  and  she  bestows  one  kiss  on  her  babes,  single  and  sweet 
as  the  fueling  which  fills  her  heart  But  these  are  beauties 
to  be  seen,  not  to  be  told ;  and  our  readers,  to  appreciate, 
must  behold  them  in  the  inimitable  acting  of  the  Siddons  of 
the  lyric  dram& 


lold  by  Heyuolda  in  his  "  Life  and 
Bocnia  to  have  had  a  friendly  reading  i. 
to  hare  adopted  the  hint.     It  waa  a 
Do^  dnv,  the  m&nager  knew,  in  Kun 
in  Htuij  Iadc  t     The  readera    of  1 
lemember,  in  the    tale  called    the   " 
Scotch  hound,  belonging  to  Sir  Kennet 
Btactlj  on  the  warrior,  like  Crab  upon 
MI  excellent  opportunity  to  dramatise  tl 
Unknown,  and  to  have  a  real  dog  at  1 
ingenions  Mr.  Beailey  undertook  the  lit 
Biahop,  the  songB  to  dish  up  ;  whilst  t 
all  the  repositoiies  of  dog-dealers  and  c 
wharfo   of  Banksidfi  and  Horsl^down, 
mastiff     He  succeeded  finally,  we  belien 
The  new  performer  ia  a  fine  creature  o: 
turned  up  with  white,  and  a  busby  toil, 
name  of  Neptuna     We  are  not  in  pussei 
his  engagement^  but  rumour  hints  th^ft  > 
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breed,  he  excels.  He  looks  well  in  armour  and  feathers ;  he 
has  a  good  presence,  with  a  skill  and  energy  at  fencing,  and 
a  taste  in  dress  and  attitude,  which  the  designers  of  the 
lottery- pictures  toil  after  in  vain.  He  is  just  such  a  prince 
as  schoolboys  dream  of  when  they  read  of  Valentine,  the 
Bubduer  of  Orson — he  woidd  make  a  capital  king's  Champion 
at  a  coronation.  But  he  has  no  soul  of  whim,  no  airiness. 
Ho  will  never  be  the  sprightly  Prince  Hal,  which  he  lately 
attempted.  His  mirth  is  as  hollow  as  the  pathos  of  Mrs.  W. 
West,  whom  we  can  fancy  to  wipe  dust  sometimes  out  of  the 
comer  of  her  eye,  but  not  tears.  She  is  contented  to  charm 
without  the  sorrow  that  "  makes  beauty  more  beautiful  than 
beaut/s  sel£"  So  Mr.  Wallack  is  not  bom  to  jest  and 
smile,  but  to  fight  and  frown — ^both  fiEtYourite  habits  of  the 
royal  Crusader.  His  exclamation  of  "  Ha !  *'  supposed  to  be 
characteristic  of  Richard,  was  too  much  after  the  pattern  of 
a  pavior's  sigh  ;  but  through  the  rest  of  the  part  he  bore 
himself  right  gallantly,  and  tore  down  the  "  rag  of  Austria  " 
like  a  lion  indeed. 

Mr.  Bennet  is  accused  of  copying  Mr.  Macready,  which  is 
a  pity,  when  he  might  be  as  good  an  original  The  proprietor 
of  Virginius  could  not  have  done  better  for  the  Knight  of 
the  Leopard — but  comparisons,  Mrs.  Jenkins  says,  are  odorous. 
Sir  Kenneth  was  worthily  sustained,  and  his  personation  of 
the  dumb  Nubian  in  particular ;  but  we  wish  there  had  been 
another  Mr.  Yoimge  for  the  Hermit  of  EngaddL  Mr. 
Archer  has  a  good  sensible  face,  and  he  brought  no  discredit 
on  physiognomy  by  his  performance.  Though  obliged  to  be 
three  gentlemen  at  once,  like  Cerberus,  he  had  little  to  do, 
and  he  did  not  overdo  it — a  rare  merit  in  an  actor.  Neptune, 
on  the  contrary,  threatened  to  exceed  his  part  He  defended 
the  standard  of  England,  and  limped  on  with  one  leg 
wounded, — that  is,  tied  up, — very  plausibly ;  but  in  the  last 


loia  by  RcjDolds  io  his  "  Life  imd 
sccma  to  Lave  had  &  fiieudly  rcitding  > 
to  have  adopted  the  hint     It  was  a 
Dogfi  dnw,  the  manager  knew,  in  Kan 
in  Druiy  lane  t     The  roadera   of  1 
remember,  in  the   tale  called   the   " 
Scotoh  hound,  belon^g  to  Sir  Kennet 
■tantly  on  the  warrior,  like  Crab  upon 
an  ezoetlent  opportunity  to  dramatise  tl 
Unknown,  and  to  have  a  real  dog  at  t 
ingeaioiu  Mr.  Beazle;  undertook  the  lit 
Bishop,  the  songs  to  dish  up ;  whilst  t 
all  the  repositories  of  d<^-dealen  and  < 
whaift   of  Bankside  and  Horsleydown, 
maatiC     He  suooeeded  finally,  we  believi 
The  new  performer  is  a  fine  creature  o 
turned  up  with  white,  and  a  bushy  tail, 
name  of  Neptune.     We  are  not  in  posaei 
his  engagement,  but  rumour  hinU  t>»>i-  > 


breed,  he  excels.    He  Mia  wisL  jl  ksmoic 

has  a  good  preBeue,  wssl  h 

a  taste  in  dim  uii  Krr.Tnift* 

lottery- pictorei  ud  af^dc  n.  run. 

as  BchoolbojB  dretSL  i£  vieL  -Si^ 

Bubdoer  of  Onon — ht  vuuit  nu^t  t 

at  a  coronatioiL     B:2  iit  hm  uv  irtju.  «^ 

Ho  wiD  nercr  be  Hjt  t^^^^-j  >n 

attempted     His  iiJiL  3k  m  mli^ir 

West,  whom  we  eui  Iiavt  v.  wjoa  oik  ibmcsiirrfa.  /^  c   v 

comer  of  her  ej*:^  \0si  zx-x^  *«taei.     aa&  a 

without  the  uxt^jw 

m 

l)eaut/B  sell"     S>  Mr.  TiJiaux  «   ux    k*.n   ^ 

smile,  but  to  fight  joii  fnin^— mo.  itfb  ^un^  <a<AS«   e  s^t- 

royal  Cnuader.     ILi  47.'i"anittCiJL  xt  *"  ^   '   ^^^v^m.  x   m- 

characteristjc  of  Ek&os-L  wi*  '•>»  iuu-jl  ^ 

a  pavior  8  isigh  ;  bn  TdirjucL  UAt  ^lar  ^ 

himself  rij^t  g»ZlusJT.  bui  vjci  Ujwi.  -j^,  -  sb^ 

like  a  lion  va^it^, 

Mr.  Bennet  is  Mi6-.AtvS  :jd  '^v^^jk^  j^  X^sr^ur^;    «^:^  « 
a  pity,  when  Le  mig?,*:  c*  Hi  g>^  w.  ur.^ahu  !!^  i'-wyu^.v^ 
of  Viiginios  eould  zc/i  iii:Tt  crji*  wf:;«r  i^  z.^.  L.i«;|;c   i- 
the  Leopard — but  cxcLjAraus.  JLsk.  ^«ajka»  ^sji^  .^je-  ^^^j^ 
Sir  Kenneth  was  wjniLlj  sitfUiajM^  Mtf.   la  j»r7c.«itf  .<«.    r 
the  dumb  Nnbi^in  ;ii  pu^jt^uair  ,.  vu:  »»  vjik  '.•vrs-  «i^   *.*^. 
another  Mr.    Yoosge  i'M    ua    fiwitx     /   |w  sgr"         1:^ 
Archer  has  a  g'X^  yamJJait  iw*.  atf«i  ut  './r.r^^    , 
on  physiognomy  by  hih  yeAxxautos,     T^j*:^    ^r. 
three  gentlemen  at  uuat,  ilu:  ^jgr^erm.  am.  ii^,  i.r^    .     ^ 
and  he  did  not  orervk/  it — a  ar  tueri:  ji  ^  «&t»f    r-.<>  ■  -  ^ 
on  the  contnry,  thrttteafd  v,  4&»wk  2^.  0^.   t^  ua^^  ^ 
the  standard  of  Eog^aiid,   lu^d  u^ir^.    ic  ^n     •««*     '^- 
wounded, — ^that  2%  tied  tq.- — ««rj  -^^**i\-^     vj.   v.  ••*    " 


On  tbo  sccoud  night,  au  apol 
of  Mr.  Horn,  throngli  indispM 
of  ths  manager  begins  alread; 
too,  waa  away,  though  her  nam 
Another  lady  sang  "  Di  piacer,"  i 
her  behalf ;  and  the  "  Horn,  th 
bytbe  chorus  singera  in  the  laai 
these  accidents  there  was  a  del 
left-hand  stage    box.      A  group 
youngest,  a  blue-eyed  child,  with 
and  natural  as  a  flower ;  the  two 
coloured  ribbons,  both  arch  and 
the  trio  looking  altogether  like 
We  wish  he  had  painted  them,  fo: 
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m  an  odd  argument  By  a  parity  of  reasoning,  when  we 
olject  to  a  horse-dealer  that  the  horse  we  are  examining  has 
three  lame  legs,  the  jockey  may  say,  "  The  defects  of  his  legs 
are  so  glaring  as  to  be  evident  to  the  eyes  of  a  tailor,  and 
are  therefore  the  less  to  be  insisted  on  by  the  judicious  and 
delicate  horseman."  But  our  main  business  is  with  the  legs 
of  the  horse,  and  the  voice  of  the  singer,  and  we  cannot  pass 
over  defects  in  either  one  or  the  other  on  the  score  of  their 
grossness. 


VAUXHALL 

— • — 


It  is  no  slight  merit  in  these  times  to  redeem  pledges ;  and 
on  Wednesday  we  redeemed  ours  by  visiting  these  Surrey 
Gardens.  It  happened  to  be  the  night  of  the  re-celebration 
of  the  battle  of  Waterloo.  For  at  Vauxhall  it  was  found  profit- 
able to  keep  such  festivals  twice  over,  and  the  place  was  all 
in  a  blase  with  emblems  of  military  glory.  The  names  of 
Wellington  and  Waterloo  showed  fiery  off  indeed  in  parti- 
coloured flame,  and  seemed  a  pattern  for  History  to  write  of 

the  hero — 

"  Witli  a  penoU  of  lights  ** 

according  to  the  suggestion  of  Moore.  There  was  an  abun- 
dance of  illumination,  but  we  think  we  have  seen  the 
ornaments  more  tastefully  and  airily  disposed.  The  trophy 
shields  were  formal,  and  the  crowns  somewhat  lumpish  and 
heavy — light,  as  Dr.  Donne  would  quibble,  should  be  light — 
but  there  was  a  seasonable  and  splendid  rose  in  June  that 
did  honour  to  the  genius  of  the  lamps. 

The  conversion  of  the  Rotunda  into  a  concert-room  is  a 
decided  improvement.     We  never  relished  much  the  gusty 
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fiction,  therefore,  to  aaj  that  in  tk 
Taylor  ainga  iill  the  better  for  th 
our  eaiB  to  Miaa  Stephens  with 
are  ■qnatting,  like  &  hare,  upon  ft 

But  Vauzhall,  in  spite  of  the 
pvuming  ftiend,  is  not  exclusiTelf 
nAU.  To  paaa  over  pnnonunio  v 
an  artifioiol  waterfall  (a  relatioi 
Tinnej) ;  there  i>  the  ballet.  Ma 
Moaaieiir  B.  Veatris  dauce  with  eqi 
flnwoi^  are  splended  ;  and  the 
eomea  down  the  perilous  oord,  smal 
■ltd  craoken,  like  an  Amerioan  fire- 

CoMi,  oome,  I  am  veiy 

Diapoaed  to  be  menj— 

So  hey  I  for  a  whony 

I  bcokon  »n^  I — '  > 
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I  pB8^  Bad  tum  short  tU 
At  onoe  on  the  h\aM»— 
Names  lunous  in  stoiy, 
Lit  up  con  amort, 

All  flaming  in  gloTT) 

Distracting  the  gate  I 

Oh  my  name  lies  bllow^ 
Fame  never  will  hallow 
In  red  light  and  yellow 

Poetical  toil— 
Pve  long  tried  to  write  up 
My  name,  and  take  flight  up ; 
But  ink  will  not  li^t  up 

Like  cottoa  and  oil  t 

But  ead  thoughts,  keep  under  1- 
The  punted  Botund«r 
Livitee  me.     I  wonder 

Who's  eiugiug  ao  dear  t 
'Tis  Sinclair,  high-flying^ 
Sootch  dittiee  supplying ; 
But  some  hearts  are  wghing 

For  Diguum,  I  fear  I 

How  bright  is  the  lustre. 
How  thick  the  folks  muster, 
And  eagerly  cluster, 

Oa  bench  and  in  box, — 
Whilst  Povey  is  waking 
Sweet  sounds,  or  the  taking 
Eate  Stephens  is  shaking 

Jler  Toioe  and  her  looks  I 


Instead  of  the  band 


Then  out  we  eJI  sally- 
Time's  ripe  for  the  Bal 
iJke  beea  thej  aU  nJIj 
Before  the  machine  I- 
But  I  am  for  tracing 
The  bright  mlka  and  fi 
The  groupa  that  are  pat 
To  Bee  and  be  seen. 


How  motley  they  mingl. 
What  men  might  one  sii 
And  names  that  would  t 

Or  tickle  the  eai^- 
Fresh  Chinese  oontriven 
Of  letters— Burvivora 
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To  friends — ^to  note  fftshiona^ 
To  make  speotilations 
On  people  and  pasaiona— 
To  laugh  at  the  odd  ! 

To  sup  on  true  slices 
Of  ham — ^with  fair  prices 
For  fowl — ^while  cool  ices 

And  liquors  abound — 
To  see  Blackmore  wander, 
A  small  salamander, 
Adown  the  rope  yonder, 

And  light  on  the  ground  I 

Oh,  the  fireworks  are  splendid ; 
But  darkness  is  blended — 
Bright  things  are  soon  ended. 

Fade  quickly  and  &U ! 
There  goes  the  last  rocket  I— 
Some  cash  out  of  pocket. 
By  stars  in  the  socket, 

I  go  from  Vauzhall  I 


WRENCa 

— f— 

Nbxt  to  the  inimitable  Kelly,— accomplished  as  art  oao 
make  her,  yet  natural  as  instinct — ^the  only  complete  actress 
on  the  stage — a  bequest  seemingly  from  the  superlatiye  old 
school,  talked  of  by  the  elderly  playgoers — ^there  is  Wrench, 
worthy  of  her  companionship^ 

**  Baeh  lends  to  each  a  double  chAim.** 


vcrj-  poor-rates  of  perform auce.' 
We  arc  aware  that  the  rise  ai 

do  not  excite  an  equal  interest, 
we  do  trust  that  Mra.  Bland  w 
many  who  were  onoe  chamed 
because  it  is  Bomewhat  past  its  ai 


SUKBEY  TH 

Tm  Rake's  Progress.— We  tb 
theatres  had  oeawd  to  talje  cha 
town ;  at  least  it  is  some  £a8t 
was  played  at  both  houses,  for 
don  apprentices.  Did  nnole-killi] 
for  the  representation,  or  were 
disgusted  with  that  annual  stag 
numerous  ILlwoods  and  young  p 
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with  ombeszlement  and  murder.  They  would  uot  like, 
whilst  eujoying  their  holiday  fruit,  to  be  reminded  of  that 
last  bitter  orange  that  moisteneth  the  culprit*B  lip — to  have 
the  gallows  for  an  everlasting  drop  scene.  There  must  have 
been,  too,  something  dull  and  uninteresting  in  a  tragedy, 
tending  to  a  catastrophe  which  they  had  witnessed,  probably 
in  reality,  at  least  once  a  week^  before  the  Debtors'  door  of 
Newgata  Perhaps,  having  been  sundry  times  admonished 
in  earnest  by  the  Judge  or  the  Recorder,  they  resented,  as 
superfluous  and  impertinent,  such  a  make-believe  lecture. 
Folks  that  have  snu£fed  the  Old  Bailey  rosemary  and  rue — 
that  have  witnessed  the  awful  black  cap,  jostled  with  Jack 
Ketoh  himself  and  nodded  farewells  to  condemned  friends 
with  halters  about  their  necks — ^must  find  something  mar- 
vellously stale,  flat,  and  unprofitable,  in  the  play's  unempha- 
tical  warnings ! 


AN  IMAGINAEY  FIRST  NIGHT. 

In  the  absence  of  a  real  subject,  we  will  attempt  to 
sketch  the  progress  of  an  imaginary  modem  play,  and  to 
show  up,  by  the  way,  some  of  the  prevailing  absurdities  of 
authors,  actors,  and  composers.  Not  to  seem  invidious,  we 
wiU  lay  the  scene  at  Druiy  Lane ;  because,  whatever  sorry 
picture  we  may  draw,  that  theatre  cannot  be  damaged  by 
the  application,  as  it  is  expected  to  show  quite  as  a  difierent 
thing  under  a  new  and  judicious  management 

Gentle  reader,  link  your  own  arm  in  mine,  if  you  please, 
to  Brydges-street  There  is  no  mob,  you  see,  unless  we 
count  in  the  bill-mongers  about  the  entrances.  The  public 
promenade  without  a  single  shriek   to  the  ^It,  sad  «s^ 
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particularly  uico  and  fickle  in  their  aeleotion  of  BitiiAtion. 
There  is  no  Hubsoii'a  ohoioe  about,  soatg.  There  is  raom  for 
small  families  iu  tha  gftUery.  Tii«  Srat,  "  first  oomp&ny," 
two  youths  ill  black  cravats,  and  thre«  ltulit»i  in  BrugAUXUt, 
monopoltsa  the  dross  circle.  Nineteen  i;eutleiii«M,  ou  the 
free  list,  straggle  in  about  five  minut«B  before  seven.  The 
pittites  and  the  jiurty  in  No.  6  look  at  estch  other  for  half 
au  hour  longer,  till  the  ting -t inkling  bell  auuounoes  that  the 
orchestra  are  goiog  to  "  play  away  tlio  overture  " — a  medley 
of  music  diaconiposed  for  tli«  oomaion,  and  called  new,  as  we 
speak  of  the  Now  Rivor.  It  cuinmenoes  according  to  the 
recommendation  of  Mr.  Piifi',  in  The  Critic,  with  Uiree 
crashes,  or  "  nioniiug  guns  ;"  and  then  nwny  go  tha  notes, 
capering  and  scampering  up  and  down  tha  gamut,  Bhiveriug 
and  quivering,  sometimes  in  couoord,  sometimes  all  discords, 
shrieking  and  »cratching  and  grating,  like  the  dragging 
about  of  nn.^eL!  iron  fenders,  with  ovary  now  and  then  a 
snmrt  crash  lilie  the  splitting  of  a  piece  of  new  Irish  Unen. 
Anon,  a  bumjiiug  running  bass,  as  if  the  double  drum  had  a 
bod  tumble  down  staira  from  the  garret  to  the  bottom  of 
the  bouse.  The  secondary  violiuiets  seem  to  be  sawing,  and 
the  leader  with  a  finer  hond-movomeot  to  be  filing,  their 
instrumeutii.  The  music  baa  sometliing  of  the  sound  of 
both  of  those  liarab  mechanical  operations.  The  trombonist, 
with  despairing  energy,  seems  operating  ou  himself  with  a 
patent  storancli-pump  The  kettle-drummer — good  with 
both  hands,  like  Uandall — is  punishing  his  instrument  up  in 
a  comer.  Heads  and  arms  are  wriggling  with  imiversal 
rapidity  ;  tbo  niuaio  is  in  full  gallop  ;  when  suddenly  it  pulls 
up  on  its  hauiiishcs,  and  tlie  listening  faculty  is  caut«d  head 
foremost  a  good  yard  in  advance.  A  dead  pause — and  then 
the  fiddles  fall  sgaJn  into  hysterics.  Another  rumble  of 
tbuader,  and  ii  6rr""  '-^^'"'"  *"•—>  A»r.™  ^  oX\  ^\™,o  \\\.o. » 
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dribblet  of  small  beer,  or  the  childish  treble  of  an  infant  at  a 
christening.  Before  it  is  turned  ofiP,  the  bass-viol  gnimbles 
in,  as  if  weary  of  standing  so  long  upon  its  head.  And  then 
a  fresh  crash,  followed  by  three  little  crashes.  The  trumpets 
blow  up  for  a  storm;  the  fiddles  work  themselves  into  a 
tearing  passion  (it  is  Orpheus  being  torn  into  pieces  anew 
by  the  raving  Bacchanals),  the  whole  winding  up  in  a  row  of 
descriptive  uproar.  There  is  no  need  of  telling  what  noises 
the  music  speaks  for ;  like  the  labelled  passages  in  the 
Battle  of  Prague,  the  delighted  Londoner  easily  recognizes 
the  beating  of  beds — the  Tower  guns — a  runaway  coal- 
waggon — the  mail-coaches — and  a  chorus  of  coppersmiths. 

A  moderate  applause,  running  about  fourteen  hands  high, 
suoceeds.  The  musicians  rub  down  their  bald  heads  and 
shining  brows  with  their  handkerchiefis;  and  this  is  a  modem 
overture.  Our  remarks  upon  the  music  are  suspended  by  the 
rising  of  the  green  curtain  ;  and  the  stage  discloses  two 
walking  gentlemen,  in  feathers,  preparing  the  foimdation  of 
the  play.  They  are  the  pioneers  of  the  plot,  and  have  a 
deal  of  rubbish  to  clear  off  before  the  piece  can  begin  its 
march.  One  of  them  is  a  military  officer,  and  his  sweet- 
heart, it  appears,  has  just  been  carried  off  by  banditti.  He 
orders,  of  course,  an  immediate  pursuit,  but  loses  his  start 
by  coming  forward  to  sing  two  verses  about  love  and  a 
soldier's  duty ; — and  as  there  is  no  time  to  be  lost,  the 
audience  encore  the  song.*  The  lady  and  the  robbers  might 
get  a  good  five  miles  ahead  in  the  interval ;  but  you  shall 
see,  in  the  next  scene,  that  the  ruffians  forego  all  the 
advantage,  by  stopping  to  dance  with  some  holiday-making 
villagers  on  the  road. 

The  captive  lady  quickly  interests  the  youngest  and  hand- 
somest of  the  countrymen,  and  they  converse  apart,  uninter- 

•  Vide  ««ThttUi^Q^ii«cS\aJ' 
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niptedly,  whilet  tiio  haejl  robber  is  hub-uubbin),'  mth  th« 
fannor'B  wifo.  ^Iie  declares  thnt  alio  con  uo};  the  tale  of  bor 
woes,  tiiotigh  she  cannot  apeak  ;•  and  the  clowu  lialeoa  moat 
attentively,  for  lie  has  heard  hitherto  only  of  fi'iniiles  that 
Bpeak  but  cannot  sing.  lu  the  inenDtimo  the  militia  come 
up,  80  eecretlj  ttmt  not  one  of  the  robhem  discovers  that  [|« 
is  a  prisoner  till,  on  preparing  for  a  dauce  H  la  roadf,  be  foola 
that  the  rcgnlurs  have  tied  his  legat  While  the  felons  are 
diapesod  of,  a  yotmg  female,  in  a  Hampebire  Leghorn  and  a 
abort  russet  ]>ettiooat,  trimmed  with  with  sky  blue,  oomos 
Bi\A  dry-Eoba  over  the  stage  lamps.  She  ooofcBses  thnt  Hbo  is 
jou,'oua  of  the  attentions  of  her  rustic  lover  to  the  lady  in 
chai.is.  The  Tillagers  crowd  round.  She  appeals  to  the 
dairymaids  and  shcpbcrdegscs  for  a  character,  and  they  all 
range  at  her  aide ;  ahe  dares  the  male  rustics  to  say  that 
they  have  ever  kissed  even  her  ruddy  little  finger,  and  they 
drop  their  heads  to  a  man,  as  acknowledged  victims  of 
rejected  addresses,  and  hold  up  their  hands.J  She  leaves  off 
crying,  and  aiiiga,  reproaching  Lubin,  to  the  tune  of  "  Auld 
lang  syno,"  ivitli  his  perfidy,  and  tears  the  marriage  liceucu 
before  liia  fiice.  The  villagcra  look  blue  and  brown,  but  the 
lady  in  chains,  learning  the  cause  of  the  quaiTcl,  comes  for- 
ward, and  decliu'ca  that  Lubin  can  hopo  for  no  part  in  her 
love,  for  her  heart  has  long  been  beetowed  on  another. 
Tha  eyoB  of  tiio  l.)andit  sparkle,  but  she  places  her  hand  in 
the  gloTB  of  the  captain  of  infantry.  The  bandit  stamps  his 
boot  firmly  uii,  and  cries,  Hah  I  He  alapa  his  forehead — 
thumps  his  chest,  as  if  to  try  the  aoundneaa  of  bis  lungs 
Hgainat  a  tit  of  raving — clutches  his  hair,  and  tries  to  turn 
bis  own  head,  and  then  to  pull  hia  own  aoalp  off ;  in   the 

•  Vide  l»at  (Oeoe  of  "The  BtepliBrd  Boy." 

+  Vide  the  aoipnw  «iwae\o  "The  l*rt  OnerilU."  _^^m 

;   "  Brokei  "  ■     ■" 
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meantime  wriggling  himself  by  a  sort  of  toe-and-hcel  work, 
expressive  of  great  agitation,  to  her  sida  He  demands 
fiercely  if  she  has  forgotten  their  former  engagement,  but 
she  replies  that  since  he  was  outlawed,  and  dead,  therefore,  in 
the  eyes  of  the  law,  she  had  considered  herself  released  from 
the  former  vows.*  The  robber  swallows  the  news  the  wrong 
way,  and  chokes ;  but  at  last,  remembering  that  it  is  but  a  jilt 
lost,  leads  her  over  to  the  King's  captaia  The  officer  and 
the  lady  make  a  profoimd  bow  and  curtesy  to  the  male- 
factor, thus  turned  benefactor ;  the  wedding  day  is  fixed  on 
the  nail,  and  the  romantic  footpad  is  requested  to  give  away 
the  bride.  The  rest  of  the  gang  are  immediately  released, 
without  the  forms  of  a  trial ;  each  takes  the  hand  of  a  pretty 
▼illagery  they  strike  up  first  a  dance  and  then  a  chorus ; — 
and  this,  reader,  is  somewhat  like  the  progress  of  a  modem 
play! 


TO  MISS  KELLY, 

OF  THE  ENGLISH  OPERA  H0X7B& 


Kbllt,  two  quiet  hours  agone, 

Thy  part  waa  o'er,  the  play  was  done. 

The  tragic  vision  fled. 
My  lobster  salad  is  discuss*d. 
My  wine  and  water  mingled  just. 

And  thou  art  in  my  head ! 

Clifford  is  gone — for  all  the  whlle^ 
And  Baker's  everlasting  smile, 
Is  vanish'd  from  me  quite. 


•  (( 


Tha  ImA  Qaenllft.*' 


Like  foolish  portr^tg  on  a  wall, 

Sway'd  by  a  curtaiu'e  rise  or  fallf 

Aud  DOt  for  after  eight. 

But  thou,  without  or  with  mj  will, 
Thy  riuging  tones  attend  me  still. 

And  melancholy  looka ; 
Again  1  see,  and  echo  these 
Again,  like  golden  paaRogea 

UiitherM  from  olden  book*. 

Not  fLpt  to  lend  my  faith  to  olieat^ 
Or  look  for  honey  in  tho  aweeta 

Of  artificial  flowers; 
Though  critical  and  cnrat  withall, 
Though  early  mingled  grief  aud  gall, 

I  recognise  thy  powers. 

Tears  thou  catut  Ining,  where  tears  have  sprang, 
Oft,  from  an  aching  heart — not  wrung 

By  griefs  at  second  hand  ; 
And  smiles,  to  lipe  that  have  not  cmTd 
Seldom  at  humours  of  a  world 

Moat  vigilantly  scann'd. 


And  years  bring  very  chilly  damps, 
That  dim  the  splendour  of  the  lamps. 

Aud  shame  the  canvas  skica  i 
The  brightest  soenea,  I  know  not  how, 
Havech         '  . ,.      -- 

No 
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I  cannot  weep  when  lovers  weep. 
Nor  throne  a  tyrant  in  my  sleep, 

Nor  quake  at  tragic  screams ; 
The  fond,  the  fervent  &ith  is  flown 
Of  boyhood ;  and  a  play  is  grown 

Less  real  than  my  dream& 

And  yet  when  I  confront  thee,  still 
I  quite  forget  that  sullen  chill, 

So  perfect  is  thy  art ; 
Again  the  vision  cheats  my  soul. 
For  why  f    Thou  dost  present  a  wholi^ 

Where  others  play  a  part 

The  saddest  or  the  shrewdest  flights 
Of  tragical  or  comic  wights 

Are  ne*er  put  out  of  joint, 
And  things  by  feebler  authors  writ, 
Are  bettered  by  thy  better  wit. 

And  dullness  finds  a  point. 

A  kind  of  verbal  novelist, 

Up  and  down  life,  thou  dost  enlist 

AH  humours,  high  and  low ; 
That,  dramatised,  inform  thy  face 
And  voice,  with  every  trick  and  trace 

Of  himian  whim  and  woe  1 

The  stage,  it  is  thy  element^ 
Wherein  thy  mind  preserves  its  bent^ 

Thou  dost  not  seek  or  scorn. 
The  oritic'B  meed,  the  public  praise, 
As  if  ordain*d  to  live  in  plays, — 

Not  actress  made,  but  bom  i 


HOT  WEATHER  AT  THE  PLAT. 

Tbb  prsBent  is  Ecoroely  we&ther  for  tboatricol  uniuementA 
Without  a  parailox,  they  are  too  much  of  a  relaxation.  It 
id  too  ivanu  for  cronds  of  any  kind ;  and  the  heat  ftir- 
iiiahes  a  quiet  answer,  at  least  as  regards  suininer  theatres, 
to  the  recent  proposal  of  a  oontemporarj  for  having 
plays  performed  about  noon.  The  stage  hour  and  the 
fashiouable  dinner  time  might  not  clash  quite  bo  awkwardly, 
but  the  peers  and  peereasea  would  have  an  objection  to 
coming  in  cool  uudrees  ohtiitses.  In  auch  a  memorablr 
'  Lot  week  as  the  present,  when  Atkiusou  has  just  killed  a 
brace  of  bears  without  any  profit  to  the  grease-pot,  a 
melodrama  ahout  lunch  time  must  be  a  luxury !  Even 
after  eeven,  the  atmosphere  of  an  overflowmg  house  is  suf- 
ficiently  genin.1  j  glowing  and  stearaing  like  the  air  of  as 
orangery,  but  without  its  fragrance. 

Iiet  UB  suppose  ourselves  in  the  dress  circle,  but  wishing 
ourselves  in  any  other  sort  of  balcony.  What  a  scene  of 
general  relaxation  !  Ilie  "  penpiration  of  delight,"  to  borrow 
a  phrase  from  the  critio  in  the  Chronicle,  stands  upon  every 
forehead  ;  handkercbiefs,  as  signals  of  distress,  are  Sagging 
with  their  owners  in  all  directions ;  curls,  unwinding  into 
lanknesa  like  cotton  balls ;  and  collars  curling  off  from  the 
obnoxious  gluniiig  cheek,  like  the  leaves  of  the  American 
sensitive  plant.  The  thin  ptJe  gentleman  at  our  right  looks 
cool,  but  ho  is  only  at  a  white  heat,  and  his  powder  is  going 
uir,  for  the  very  reason  that  it  ought  not  to  go  off, — because 
it  is  wet.  Tliat  stout  lady's  visage  in  the  left-hand  box 
might  pass  fur  Aurora's, — intensely  rosy, — and  a  leaah  of 
pctulu—  (arc  llioy  not  l^^cggcd,  perhaps,  from  her  tiara, 
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ue  Biealing  down  her  brow.  The  whole  front  row,  "  with 
dreadful  faces  thronged  and  fiery  arms,*'  according  to  the 
tremendous  lines  in  Milton,  is  all  in  a  flutter  of  &ns.  There 
are  but  two  cool  persons  in  the  house, — ^that  sugar-baker,  in 
his  great  ooat,  in  the  pit,  and  the  anchorsmith  up  in  the 
galleiy. 

A  momentary  relief !  The  box-door  opens,  not  at,  but^  in 
our  backs,  and  lets  enter  a  current  of  air  that  cools  us  all  on 
one  side,  like  a  sole  on  a  fishmonger's  slab  ;  but  the  comfort- 
able sephyr  is  soon  smothered  by  the  entrance  of  two  stout 
Lancashire  agricultural  gentlemen,  with  the  chill  ofif.  The 
air  warms  up  again ;  the  fumes  of  extra  strong  lavender 
endeavour  in  vain  to  suppress  the  odour  of  the  unconsumed 
gas — that  baneful  vapour,  which  Sir  Humphry  Davy,  insti- 
gated by  the  complaints  of  a  playgoer,  recently  inhaled,  and 
nearly  died,  as  he  had  lived,  for  the  interests  of  science. 
After  the  noxious  inflation,  he  was  but  just  able  to  throw 
himself^  for  a  superficial  grave,  on  his  grass-plot !  Of  the 
unwholesomeness  of  coal  smoke,  as  a  drink,  we  have  no  doubt ; 
but  we  think  the  simple  glare  of  the  lamps,  with  the  tearing 
tentarrare  music  of  a  modem  opera,  might  have  accounted 
of  themselves  for  the  head-splitting  symptoms  of  the 
playgoer. 

The  curtain  draws  up,  and  the  house  is  a  trifle  cooler.  On 
the  stage  there  are  correspondent  tokens  of  a  mild  summer. 
The  performers  are  evidently  distressed ;  but,  imlike  other 
distressed  people,  fight  very  shy  of  their  handkerchiefs. 
They  use  them  gingerly  like  dusters  ;  the  cunning  red  and 
white  on  their  cheeks  being  anything  but  "  warranted  fiast 
colours.*'  The  ghost  looks  flushed  in  spite  of  his  flour ;  the 
Siberian  exile  indulges  in  nankeens,  and  Rosina  shows  as 
dishevelled  as  Ophelia.  The  tyrant  that  came  in  a  lion  goes 
i>ut  like  a  lamb ;  and  arms  ntid  legs,  just  before  passionately 
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euergetic,  faU  suddenly  Ume  and  ridioiiloiulf  listlcn  before 
the;  are  veil  clear  of  the  side-scetie.  Id  some  uutanoea 
the  boat  works  an  improTement.  The  longuishingB  of  tffto- 
tatioQ  for  oace  Beam  natural,  and  n  pair  of  cannine  chedc 
bones,  nx  if  only  coloured  after  nature  and  the  French  applra. 
IiiBton  looks  admirahly  lux  aud  oily,  in  kee|iiQg  witli  the 
aeaaon ;  Mr.  Bartley,  who  iucUues  to  overact  luniMlf — a 
failing  that  leaiis  to  virtue's  aide  on  the  etage — playa  always 
the  better  for  hot  weather ;  and  the  lady  who  used  about 
Climtmae  to  voIa&t«er  an  euoore,  is  oontent  to  ooma  oal; 
when  she  is  well  odled,  and  to  nng  if  she  must. 

Theatrical  matters,  to  speak  in  tJie  langungo  of  the  price- 
current,  continue  in  a  dull  state.  The  few  people  in  town 
who  have  ears  have  heen  iittractetl  during  the  last  week  U' 
Mr.  Arnnld'a,  by  the  translation  of  an  opora  of  Wiutcr'ii, 
which  is  snid  to  have  boon  popular  on  the  Continent  It 
Bounds  oddly,  for  Winter's  music  to  be  heard  in  a  suuuner 
theatre  ;  and  no  less  so,  that  translations  of  foreign  piecos 
Rhould  be  called  "  English  Openis,"  the  presiimed  stnpli?  of 
the  house  in  the  Strand.  We  always  supposed  it  was  a 
foundation  for  the  euoouragcmeDt  of  native  compositions  ; 
but  the  production  of  Tarrare,  Der  FricficbutB,  and  the  Inter- 
rupted Sacrifice,  hare  oorrected  that  delusion.  Par  is  it  From 
our  hearts  to  be  ungrateful  to  the  importer  of  Weber  and 
Winter  ;  it  is  not  his  fault,  doubtless,  that  onr  operas  must 
be  bom  al.'roadj  but  we  muat  lament  over  the  fact.  It 
used  to  Bcem  to  us  not  quite  Utopian,  that  we  might  grow  a 
real  indigenous  opera — if  not  quite  new,  and  of  the  same 
composer,  at  least  out  of  our  stock  melodies  and  old  airs  in 
bottle — short  and  sweet  snatches  of  song,  like  those  in  the 
Beggar's  Opera ;  and  that  it  might  run  a  raoo  of  fuTour  with 
any  of  its  cou^UB-geim&n,  and  be  half  as  populatjaJiili^- 
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We  have  an  objection  to  the  divorce  of  music  from  its 
husband  tongue,  the  language  of  its  fatherland  It  becomes 
broken  music,  as  we  say  of  broken  English.  It  discourses 
with  difficulty  and  doubt.  The  words  and  sounds  have, 
before  translation^  a  natural  agreement,  like  the  features  of 
a  face,  but  which  is  disfigured  inevitably  when  A  and  B 
exchange  noses.  Wo  are  more  averse  still  to  serious 
opera,  which  is  generally  a  bad  melodrama  made  tedious 
with  music — ^neither  a  concert  nor  a  play ;  or  a  concert  in- 
terrupted by  a  lord  mayor  s  procession  in  the  street — a  com- 
pound interest  that^  in  spite  of  Cocker,  is  of  less  value  than 
either  of  the  simple  ones.  Finally,  we  have  an  invincible 
dislike,  on  or  ofif  the  stage,  to  all  Peruvian  loans,  feather 
capes,  bows  and  arrows,  and  red-bosomed  savages,  like  brick- 
makers  gone  outlandish— one  and  the  last  of  our  objections 
to  the  new  opera.  The  music  is  generally  replete  with 
beauty,  but  of  a  delicacy  that  will  not  make  it  so  popular  as 
the  Freischutz  about  the  smaller  streets. 


HINTS  TO  PAUL  PRY. 


Oh,  pleasing,  teasing,  Mr.  P17, 
Dear  Paul— but  not  Virginia's  Paul, 

As  some  might  haply  deem,  to  spy 
The  umbrella  thou  art  arm*d  withal. 

Cool  hat,  and  ample  pantaloons, 

Proper  for  hot  and  tropic  noons ; — 

Oh  no  I  for  thou  wert  never  bom 

To  watch  the  barren  sea  and  dead 
In  any  desert  isle  forlorn^ 

VOL,  X.  ^"^ 


Tliy  home  ie  always  in  a  crowt! 
Drawn  nightly,  sucb  is  thy  stage  luok, 

By  ListuQ — Uiat  drajnatic  Baok. 

True  as  the  eTening's  primrose  flower. 
True  u  the  watchman  to  hia  bent, 

Thuu  dost  attend  npon  the  hour 

Aud  houBe,  iu  old  Hoymarkct  Street. 

Oh,  surely  thou  art  much  misciill'd, 

Still  Paul — ^yet  we  are  never  poJi'd ! 

Friend  of  the  keyhole  smd  the  cr&ok, 
That  lets  thee  pry  within  and  pore, 

Thy  very  nose  betrays  the  knack — 

Uptum'd  through  kissing  with  the  door ; 

A  peeping  trick  tlmt  each  dear  friend 

Sends  theo  to  Coventry,  to  mend  ! 

TJjy  bended  body  shows  thy  bent, 
Iiiolined  to  news  in  every  pliico ; 

T!iy  gossip  mouth  and  eyes  intent, 
Stand  each  a  query  in  thy  fuoe  ; 

Tiiy  hat  a  curious  bat  appears, 

Pricking  its  brims  up  like  thy  eara ; 

Tiiy  pace,  it  ia  an  amhUng  trot, 

To  post  thee  aooner  here  and  therc^ 

To  overj  house  where  thou  shoiddst  uot  j 
In  gait,  in  garb,  in  face,  and  air. 

The  truB  eavesdropper  we  perceive, 

Not  merely  dropping  in  at  eve, — 

But  mom  and  noon,  thniugh  all  the  span 

Of  day, — to  disconcert  auil  fret. 
Unwelcome  guest  to  every  man, 


I 
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A  kind  of  dun,  without  a  debt, 
Well  cursed  by  porter  in  the  hall, 
For  oalling  when  there  is  no  call. 

Ilann-watching,  harm  thou  still  dost  catch- 
That  rule  should  save  theo  many  a  sore  ; 

But  watch  thou  wilt,  and,  like  a  watch, 
A  box  attends  thee  at  the  door — 

The  household  menials  e*en  begin 

To  show  thee  out  ere  thou  art  in  ! 

Old  Grasp  regards  thee  with  a  frown, 

Old  Hardy  marks  thee  for  a  shot. 
Young  Stanley  longs  to  knock  thee  down. 

And  Subtle  mourns  her  ruin'd  plot, 
And  bans  thy  bones — alas !  for  why ! 
A  tender  curiosity ! 

Oh  leave  the  Hardys  to  themselves — 

Leave  Mrs.  Subtle  to  her  dreams — 
'Tis  true  that  they  were  laid  on  shelves — 

Leave  Stanley,  junior,  to  his  schemes  ; 
More  things  there  are,  the  public  sigh 
To  know  the  rights  of,  Mr.  Pry  I 

There's  Lady  L the  late  Miss  P ^ 


Miss  P and  lady  both  were  late. 

And  two  in  ten  can  scarce  agree. 

For  why  the  title  had  to  wait ; 
But  thou  mightst  learn  from  her  own  lips 
What  wind  detained  the  lady-ship  ? 

Or  Mr.  P  ! — the  sire  that  nursed 

Thy  youth,  and  made  thee  what  tho»i  art. 
Who  form'd  thy  prying  genius  first— 


(Tbou  vottCst  ha  luitvndcT  part), 
'Twould  be  a  &iuu(lljr  cull  and  fit, 
Tu  know  "fauw  Hoou  lie  ticpen  to  Bit" 

Same  people  loug  to  kuow  tlie  truth 
Whutbar  Mies  T.  docs  toeaa  to  try 

Fur  LiibbOQ  onoo  agitin — in  BOOth, 

Tliou  mi^tst  indulge  them,  Mr.  P17; 

A  vei-bfj  extract  from  tlie  briuf 

AVuuId  giye  some  spiuslers  great  relief  1 

Sujipoee,  dear  P17,  thou  wort  to  dodge 
Tiio  porter's  gliuice,  and  just  drop  to 

At  Wiudaor'a  shy  flcijiipstot'd  I^ilgc, 
(Thou  wilt,  if  aay  man  can  win 

Hia  wfty  ao  (u) — and  kiadly  bring 

Poor  Cob'B  petition  to  the  kiug. 

There's  MiB.  Coutts — hnth  she  outgrown 

The  compaas  of  a  prying  oyo  1 
Acil,  ah  !  thero  is  the  Groat  Unknown, 

A  Bum  that  molies  Iho  curious  sigh  ; 
'Twero  worthy  of  your  genius  quite 
To  bring  that  lurking  man  to  light, 

0,  come  abroad,  with  curioug  bat. 
And  patch'd  umbrella,  curious  too— 

To  poke  with  this,  and  pry  with  that — 

Search  all  our  scandal  through  aud  throii£li, 

And  treat  the  whole  world  like  a  pie 

Miidg  for  thy  finger,  Mr.  Piy  ! 
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I  HAVE  now  completed  my  task.  It  has  been  no  easy 
one,  but  I  have  found  a  great  pleasure  and  pride  in  its 
accomplishment.  Numerous  letters  from  various  quarters 
have  convinced  me  that  my  labours  have  been  appreciated. 
From  them  I  feel  some  satisfaction  in  learning  that  my 
comprehensive  reproduction  of  all  my  father's  writings,  how- 
ever slight,  is  rather  widely  approved.  I  intended  this 
edition  for  those  students  and  lovers  of  my  father^s  writings, 
to  whom  everything  he  published  would  have  some  interest 
For  the  general  reader,  as  I  stated  at  the  very  outset,  there 
are  the  volumes  of  serious  poems,  those  of  wit  and  humour, 
and  the  two  series  of  Hood's  Own. 

I  am  not,  however,  at  all  disinclined  to  bow  to  the 
decision  of  those  friendly  critics,  who  decide  that  I  have  not 
learned  "  the  art  to  blot"  I  did  not  expect  to  escape 
censure  altogether,  and  I  had  rather  be  blamed  for  reprint- 
ing too  much  than  too  little.  My  belief  is  that  my  father's 
fame  is  too  well  established  to  be  injured  by  the  reprinting 
(granting  it,  for  the  argument,  injudicious  reprinting)  of 
some  of  his  more  ephemeral  writings.  On  the  other  hand,  I 
should  be  very  sorry  if  any  admirer  of  his  works  could  point 
to  this  edition,  and  mention  some  favourite  bit,  however 
unimportant,  as  "  conspicuous  for  its  absence." 

My  own  conviction,  and  an  honest  one,  is  that  I  have 
done  best  in  not  blotting.  But  at  the  same  time  I  am 
ready  to  believe  that  my  convictions  may  bo  wrong.  It 
would  be  ungracious  in  me  to  quarrel  with  criticism  so 
friendly  expressed  and  so  candidly  given. 

Throughout  the  whole  course  of  the  work  I  have  on  all 
sides  received  advice,  information,  and  assistance,  for  which  I 
can  only  return  my  most  sincere  thanks  here  to  all  col- 
lectively. To  attempt  to  enumerate  those  to  whom  I  am 
indebted  would  entail  a  list  sufficiently  long  to  warrant  somA 
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tif  my  IcBa  fiienJly  critJci  in  cnlliiig  it  " book-uiukJug,"  lAa 
tlicif  ^cuinl  wont.  A*  my  cunncicnce  moat  clearly  &l)Solrtt 
ra6  of  tLnt  tliiu^  liitJiurto,  I  cmiuut  oUovr  oven  my  mnet 
siticcro  gmtitude  for  uaiiy  kind  acts  to  lead  me  astnj 
here. 

My  experience  Biuoe  the  oomtneiiceiiietit  vf  tha  i 
assures  nie  tiiat  tiiere  will  be  raany  oltemtimiB— poawb^f 
ndditions — t>i  bo  mode  in  tbii  collection  hereafter.  I  sliall 
fuel  much  ubliged  to  any  of  my  reudors  who  will  point  aook 
out  to  mc.  It  is  iDy  earnest  hope  to  leave  behind  i 
perfect  edition  of  my  father's  works,  fur  the  study,  tha 
delight,  and  the  benefit  of  a  public,  which  is,  I  thiok,  dai^ 
bocoming  better  acquainted  with  his  writings. 
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[Tlia  following  stmnzas  hare  a  peculiar  interest  as  the  last  poem 
ndeed,  the  last  litenuy  work  of  any  sort — ^written  by  my  father.] 

STANZAS. 

Farbwell,  Life  !     My  senses  swim ; 
And  the  world  is  growing  dim  ; 
Thronging  shadows  cload  the  light, 
Like  the  advent  of  the  night, — 
Colder,  colder,  colder  still 
Upward  steals  a  vapour  chill — 
Strong  the  earthy  odom:  grows — 
I  smell  the  Mould  above  the  Kose  I 


Welcome,  Life  1  the  Spirit  strives  1 
Strength  returns,  and  hope  revives ; 
Cloudy  fears  and  shapes  forlorn 
Fly  like  shadows  at  the  mom, — 
0*er  the  earth  there  comes  a  bloom-^ 
Sunny  light  for  sullen  gloom, 
Warm  perfume  for  vapour  cold— 
I  smell  the  Rose  above  the  Monld  I 
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ouxcAjr  oMxsn  axd  compaxy,  y&i^tum,  Euvxvs^Am. 
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